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GRANT  (Woonsocket  family).  Since  the 
very  beginning  of  the  town  of  Cumberland  as  a 
subdivision  in  Rhode  Island,  approximately  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  the  name  of  Grant 
has  been  known  to  the  locality,  and  the  family 
been  a continuous  one ; and  the  name  and  family 
antedate  this  period,  in  that  region  of  country 
in  and  about  “Gore  Land”  in  the  neighboring  State 
of  Massachusetts,  a name  by  which  the  territory 
now  Cumberland  was  known  prior  to  the  time  of  its 
becoming  the  territory  of  Rhode  Island.  In  refer- 
ring to  the  Grants  we  write  of  the  particular  Woon- 
socket family — that  branch  descending  through  the 
late  Eliphaz  and  Arunah  Grant,  father  and  son,  long 
substantial  men  and  useful  citizens  of  the  commun- 
ities referred  to,  some  of  whose  sons  and  grand- 
sons are  still  active  in  business  and  in  citizenship 
in  that  locality.  Reference  is  made  especially  to 
the  family  of  Hon.  George  H.  Grant,  of  Woon- 
socket, himself  long  and  prominently  identified 
with  that  town  and  city,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  the  city’s  first  Chief  Executive  officer  and 
otherwise  officially  connected  with  it,  long  super- 
intendent of  the  Eagle  Mills,  and  whose  death  oc- 
curred Alarch  2,  1908. 

Capt.  John  Grant,  son  of  Asa,  and  grandson 
of  an  emigrant  from  Scotland,  moved  from  Wren- 
tham,  (Mass.,  to  Goshen,  in  1769.  This  emigrant, 
whose  Christian  name  is  unknown  to  us,  had  sons, 
Renjamin,  Joseph,  Asa,  iMoses  and  Ebenezer,  of 
whom  Aloses  went  to  Boston.  Asa  and  wife  re- 
moved to  Eairfield,  Vt.,  where  they  were  living- 
in  1807. 

Through  Ebenezer  Grant,  of  Wrentham,  be- 
yond whom  we  have  no  knowledge,  descended  the 
Woonsocket  Grants  alluded  to,  several  of  his  sons 
marrying  in  Cumherland,  R.  I.,  namely:  (i)  Jabez, 
Alay  3,  1790,  to  Dorcas  Blanding;  (2)  Beriah,  Dec. 
26,  1790,  to  Elizabeth  Rhodes;  (3)  Aaron,  Nov. 
23,  1794,  to  Dorcas  Aldrich;  (4)  Eliphaz,  Alay  18, 
1800,  to  Alary,  daughter  of  Simon  Wdiipple,  and 
to  them,  according  to  Cumberland  town  records, 
were  born  children  as  follows;  Arunah  (born 
Aug.  12,  1802),  Amos  (born  Alarch  10,  1804), 
J’olly  (born  July  13,  1805),.  Eliza  or  Elizabeth 
(born  Sept.  25,  1807),  Warren  (born  Sept.  5, 
1809)  and  Amasa  Smith  (of  Pawtucket,  born  Alay 
29,  1822,  died  Dec.  19,  1885}. 

Arunah  Grant,  son  of  Eliphaz,  born  Aug.  12, 
1802,  married  Eliza  Darling,  of  W'rentbam,  Mass., 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  a nuniber  of  chil- 
dren, the  following  surviving  youth : William  H., 
Charles  E.  and  George  H.  Arunah  Grant  early 
made  his  home  in  Cumberland  on  what  is  known 
as  Diamond  Hill  Plains.  He  was  a machinist  by 
occupation,  and  at  one  time  was  in  business  with 
a Air.  Cook,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cook  & Grant. 
They  carried  on  business  in  Woonsocket  where 
Air.  Grant  made  his  home,  and  where  he  died  in 
69 


18C0,  at  the  ag'e  of  fifty-eight.  His  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a W hig  and  later  a Republican,  and  was 
strongly  opposed  to  slavery.  His  religious  con- 
nection was  with  the  Congregational  Church ; his 
fraternal  with  Alorning  Star  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  AI. 

George  H.  Grant,  son  of  Arunah  and  Eliza 
(Darling)  Grant,  born  Dec.  ii,  1837,  in  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.,  married  in  1865,  Ellen  E.,  daughter 
of  Eranklin  Rand,  Esq.,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Is- 
land. Their  children  were:  Harriet  E.,  wife  of 
James  E.  Pratt,  of  Woonsocket ; George  E. ; Edwin 
S.;  Ellen  E. ; and  William  H. 

Air.  Grant  received  his  education  in  the  ])ublic 
schools  of  W oonsocket,  the  Smithficld  Seminary  at 
North  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  at  the  Woonsocket  high 
school,  from  which  latter  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated. Eollovving  the  closing  of  his  school  period  he 
served  a three  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade  in  the  machine  shop  of  the  late  Hon. 
Edward  Harris,  of  WMonsocket.  He  was  next 
found  employed  at  his  trade  in  W'oonsocket  and 
Providence,  respectively. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  found  the 
young  machinist  at  the  time  employed  in  W’oon- 
socket,  espousing  his  country’s  cause  and  ready  to 
go  to  her  defense.  He  was  enrolled  at  Providence 
as  Ensign  in  Company  K,  Eirst  Regiment  De- 
tached Aiilitia,  April  17,  1861,  and  he  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  Alay  2d  following. 
This  was  Col.  Burnside’s  regiment,  one  composed 
of  the  choicest  material — the  fiower  of  the  State — 
and  it  achieved  a national  reputation,  and  in  the 
fiery  ordeal  of  the  conflict  at  Bull  Run,  was  highly 
commended  for  bravery  and  fortitude  in  the  day 
of  battle.  After  bearing  an  honorable  part  in  the 
three  months’  service  for  which  he  enlisted.  Ensign 
Grant  was  mustered  out  Aug.  2,  1861,  returning 
to  his  home,  not,  however,  to  resume  his  trade, 
for  the  times  were  then  too  stirring  for  him  to  be 
simply  a looker  on  to  what  seemed  to  be  the  ap- 
proaching hour  of  earnest  warfare,  but  to  rally 
his  fellow  citizens  about  the  flag.  Raising  a com- 
pany which  was  merged  into  the  Fifth  Regiment, 
Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  of  which  he  became 
captain,  he  was  commissioned  as  such  Nov.  30, 
1861,  and  was  mustered  into  service  Dec.  26th  fol- 
lowing. The  Fifth  was  organized  in  the  fall  of 
1861,  being  enlisted  as  a battalion,  as  a part  of 
Gen.  Burnside’s  Coast  Division,  with  the  ultimate 
design  of  being  made  a full  regiment.  The  bat- 
talion soon  departed  to  join  the  expedition  to 
North  Carolina.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  during  its 
long  term  of  service — lasting  until  the  summer  of 
1865 — the  Fifth  bore  an  active  and  gallant  part 
in  defense  of  the  Union,  having  participated  in 
the  following  engagements:  Roanoke  lsland,''hort 
Alacon  (siege),  Rowan’s  Alill,  first  Rebel  attack 
on  Newbern,  Kinston,  Whitehall,  Goldsboro,  Little 
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Washington  (siege),  and  second  attack  on  New- 
bern.  Capt.  Grant  was  present  at  a number  of  the 
earlier  engagements  enumerated,  and  bore  an  hon- 
orable i)art  as  long  as  his  health  permitted  him  to 
remain  in  active  service.  Resigning  his  commis- 
sion Aug.  6,  1862,  he  returned  to  his  native  town 
aiul  resumed  his  trade,  soon  after  being  made  fore- 
man of  the  machine  shops  and  foundry  of  the  late 
lion.  Edward  Harris.  Three  years  later  he  ac- 
cepted an  engagement  with  the  Groton  iManufac- 
turing  Gompany  as  foreman  of  their  machine 
shops,  and  continued  this  relation  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  became  the  superintendent  of  the 
mills.  In  1873  this  industry  was  re-organized  as 
the  Eagle  Mills,  of  which  he  was  until  his  death 
the  efficient  superintendent. 

Erom  his  very  boyhood  Capt.  Grant  was  an  ac- 
tive and  zealous  Republican.  Eor  several  years  his 
fellow  citizens  elected  him  to  the  town  council 
(being  a member  of  the  first  town  council J,  and 
on  the  incorporation  of  Woonsocket  as  a city, 
they  honored  him  with  election  as  its  first  mayor, 
a relation  he  sustained  to  the  municipality  for  one 
year.  He  was  a member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
No.  1269,  A.  E.  & A.  AT;  Woonsocket  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar;  Knights  of  Honor;  Woon- 
socket Lodge,  No.  10,  I.  O.  U.  E. ; and  Smith  Post, 
No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  all  of  WTonsocket.  His  removal 
from  the  scenes  of  his  life’s  activities  was  deeply 
deplored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

George  E.  Grant,  son  of  Capt.  George  H.,  was 
educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Woon- 
socket, and  learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  which 
he  has  since  followed,  being  now  master  mechanic 
at  the  Eagle  INIills.  He  is  a member  of  iMorning 
Star  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  iM.,  and  W’oonsocket  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar.  He  married  Emeline 
Pickering,  and  has  two  children — Ray  INE  and 
Doris. 

Edwin  Stanton  Grant,  second  son  of  Capt. 
George  H.,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  at 
^\'oonsocket,  and  is  now  overseer  at  the  Eagle 
Mills.  He  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and 
is  a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Woon- 
socket. He  married  Emily  Darling,  daughter  of 
blenry  Darling,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Thelma  and  Norman  Channing. 

Ellen  E.  Grant,  daughter  of  Capt.  George  H., 
attended  both  public  and  high  school  at  Woon- 
socket, and  then  completed  her  studies  in  the 
Friends  School  at  Providence.  She  married  Henry 
S.  Manger,  and  they  reside  in  Philadelphia.  They 
have  one  son,  D.  Grant. 

William  H.  Grant,  youngest  son  of  Capt. 
George  H.,  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Woonsocket,  the  Friends  School  at 
Providence,  and  in  Haverford  College,  Philadel- 
phia. He  is  now  holding  a responsible  position  in 
Boston,  Alass.  He  was  division  superintendent  of 
the  blower  department  of  the  B.  E.  Sturdevant 


Company,  of  Hyde  Park,  Mass.  He  married 
Louise  Beaumont  WTotton. 

GARDNER  M.  YOUNGMAN.  Among  those 
prominent  in  manufacturing  aiul  industrial  circles 
in  the  town  of  Hopkinton  none  is  more  conspicu- 
ous than  Gardner  i\l.  Youngman,  who,  in  less  than 
a year,  converted  an  idle  mill  into  a profitable  en- 
terprise. No  better  illustration  can  be  given  of 
what  a young  man  may  accomplish  in  a short  time 
by  indomitalde  will  and  untiring  efforts. 

Gardner  M.  Youngman  is  a young  man.  He 
was  born  at  Antesfort,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug. 
lO,  1879,  son  of  G.  W.  and  Margaret  (Mahaffey) 
Youngman,  and  is  one  of  a family  of  five,  the  other 
children  being : May,  Reynolds,  Ralph  and  Charley. 
His  boyhood  was  passed  in  his  native  town  and 
he  received  private  instruction  from  a governess 
until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  at  which  age  he 
entered  the  public  schools,  and  later  the  High 
school  at  Williamsport,  Pa.  xVfter  this  he  attended 
for  three  terms  the  Textile  School  of  Lowell, 
Mass,,  to  prepare  himself  thoroughly  for  the  busi- 
ness he  contemplated  entering.  Cpon  completing 
his  textile  course,  Mr.  Youngman  was  employed 
for  three  years  with  the  Taylor  ^Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Hope  Valley,  and  in  August,  1905,  he 
purchased  the  property  owned  by  the  late  Amos 
G.  Nichols,  which  had  been  constructed  for  a cot- 
ton mill,  and  converted  it  into  a woolen  factory. 
Mr.  Youngman  believes  that  a man  should  have  a 
practical  as  well  as  a technical  knowledge  of  what- 
ever he  undertakes,  and  it  can  be  said  that  for 
thorough  and  comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
business  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  unsurpassed.  He 
is  known  far  and  Vvdde  as  a good  citizen,  and  lus 
honesty  and  integrity  have  never  been  questioned. 

JACKSON.  The  Jacksons  of  Providence  have 
been  a continuous  family  here  since  the  Colonial 
period  and  have  been  among  the  substantial  fami- 
lies of  the  ancient  town,  village  and  later  city  of 
Providence,  prominent  in  business  and  social  life, 
and  as  well  in  public  aft'airs.  Of  the  particular 
branch  of  which  we  write,  some  of  the  descendants 
of  Stephen  Jackson,  an  educated  gentleman,  such 
names  as  Capt.  Richard,  Capt.  Stephen,  Hon.  Rich- 
ard, Gov.  Charles  and  Richard  W.  will  long  live 
in  the  State's  annals. 

Erom  an  examination  of  the  Records  of  Births, 
Marriages  and  Deaths  in  Providence  and  other 
towns  of  the  State ; of  papers  and  archives  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society ; of  the  files  of  the 
Providence  Gazette,  a newspaper  printed  in  Provi- 
dence commencing  in  1762;  of  the  records  of  wills, 
and  administrators  of  estates  in  the  Probate  office 
of  the  city  of  Providence,  we  have  been  enabled  to 
learn  much  of  Stephen  Jackson,  schoolmaster,  and 
his  descendants. 

(Ij  Stephen  Jackson  (born  Oct.  ii,  (O.  S.) 
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1700,  died  Jidy  22,  1765),  schoolmaster,  came  to 
this  country  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury,  probably  about  the  year  1723-24,  from  Kil- 
kenny, Ireland.  He  took  up  his  residence  first  in 
North  Kings  Town,  R.  I.,  and  in  the  records  of 
that  town  his  marriage  is  recorded  as  follows: 
“Stephen  Jackson  married  to  Anne  Boone,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Mary  Boone,  of  North  Kings- 
town, August  15,  1725.”  She  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown  Sept.  18,  1709,  thus  making  her  but  six- 
teen years  old  when  she  was  married.  She  died  in 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  Jan.  30,  1782,  whither  she  had 
gone  to  live  with  her  son,  Richard,  who  had  bought 
a farm  there  at  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. Her  gravestone  in  Pomfret  reads  as  fol- 
lows : “In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anne  Jackson,  relick 
of  Stephen  Jackson,  Esq.,  late  of  Providence,  dec., 
and  mother  of  Richard  Jackson,  with  whom  she 
lived  some  time  in  Pomfret,  well  respected  by  those 
who  knew  her,  and  died  Jan.  30,  1782,  in  the  73d 
year  of  her  age.”  Stephen  Jackson,  in  1745, 
leased  a piece  of  land  in  Providence  and  partly 
built  a house  thereon,  but  before  the  house  was  fin- 
ished he  sold  his  interest  in  the  lease  and  the  un- 
finished house  to  Thomas  Arnold,  of  Smithfield, 
R.  I.  In  January,  1753,  he  bought  a lot  of  land  of 
John  Mawney,  on  the  easterly  side  of  Benefit  street, 
bounding  northerly  on  the  land  of  Jabez  Bowen, 
Esq.,  southerly  on  other  land  of  Mawney’s,  and 
fronting  forty  feet  on  Benefit  street.  He  built  a 
house  there,  and  on  April  10,  1754,  he  sold  one- 
half  the  lot  and  one-half  the  house  up  and  down 
to  his  son  Samuel,  who  was  a cooper.  In  1752 
the  records  show  that  Stephen  Jackson  leased  of 
the  town  the  old  town  school  house  on  the  west 
■side  of  North  Main  street,  opposite  the  Court 
House  parade.  That  he  was  a highly  educated  man 
is  clearly  shown  from  a “Book  on  Navigation,” 
bearing  the  date  of  March  10,  1762,  and  written  by 
him.  Aside  from  the  difficult  problems  worked  out, 
the  work  is  full  of  beautiful  drawings  and  highly 
ornate  capital  letters.  This  volume  is  highly  prized 
by  its  possessor,  Benjamin  A.  Jackson,  of  Provi- 
dence. The  children  of  Stephen  and  Anne  (Boone) 
Jackson  were:  (i)  George,  born  in  North  Kings- 
town Nov.  12,  1726,  (O.  S.),  married  Lydia  Har- 
ris, daughter  of  Toleration  and  Sarah  Harris.  He 
died  in  Providence,  March  i,  1769.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  in  Providence,  being  several  times 
elected  Deputy  to  the  Colonial  x\ssembly,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Providence.  He 
left  a will  leaving  ijis  property  to  his  wife  Lydia, 
son  Joseph  and  daughter  Lydia.  His  widow  died 
]\Iarch  31,  1777.  (2)  Samuel,  born  in  1728,  died 

Sept.  6,  1811.  He  never  married  and  left  all  his 
property  to  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Lanksford,  for  her 
life,  and  after  her  death  to  her  daughter,  Susan 
Cole.  (3)  David  married,  Oct.  9,  1751,  Deborah 
Field.  (4)  Richard,  born  May  10,  1731,  died  Dec. 
29,  1818.  (5)  Mary,  born  July  31,  1734,  married 

Nov.  7,  1759,  Ezekiel  Burr.  (6)  Anne,  born  Nov. 


12,  1736,  died  Nov.  20,  1753-  (7)  Judith,  born 

Nov.  14,  1738,  married  Feb.  7,  i759)  Simeon 
Thayer,  and  died  x\pril  28,  (8)  Stephen 

was  born  in  Providence  Sept.  18,  1741.  (9)  Eliza- 

beth, born  May  23,  1743,  married  April  21,  1766, 
William  Lanksford,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1812.  (10) 

Susanna,  born  Aug.  23,  1745,  died  in  June,  1772. 
(ii)  Thomas,  born  in  1747,  married.  Sept.  14, 
1778,  Mary  Brown,  and  died  in  1835.  (12)  Sarah, 

born  in  I750>  married,  in  1772,  Tilly  Merrick 
Olney,  and  died  in  September,  1785.  (13)  Nancv, 

born  Nov.  8,  1754,  died  March  9,  1803.  She  mar- 
ried (first)  in  1785,  John  Angell ; (second)  on 
April  8,  1790,  Simeon  Thayer;  and  (third)  Darius 
Daniels,  of  Cumberland,  R.  I. 

(II)  Capt.  Richard  Jackson  was  born  May  10, 
1731,  and  on  Dec.  31,  1760,  he  married  Susan  Wa- 
terman, a widow  with  one  daughter,  Molly  Wa- 
terman. She  was  born  Feb.  14,  1733,  and  died  Dec. 
21,  1806.  He  was  a man  of  note  in  Providence, 
frequently  a member  of  the  Town  Council.  He 
died  Dec.  29,  1818.  The  children  born  to  Richard 
and  Susan  (M’aterman)  Jackson:  (i)  Nathan 
W.,  born  Sept.  15,  1761,  married  Oct.  4,  1804, 
MaiSff  Anthony,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1829.  (2) 

Stephen,  born  May  23,  1763,  died  Jan.  7,  1820. 

(3)  Richard,  born  July  3,  1764,  died  April  18, 
1838.  On  March  19,  1795,  he  married  Abby 
Wheaton.  He  was  a successful  merchant  and 
manufacturer  in  Providence,  president  of  the 
Washington  Insurance  Ccrtnpany  for  many  years, 
trustee  of  Brown  University,  and  a representative 
in  Congress,  Xth,  Xlth,  Xllth  and  XHIth  sessions. 

(4)  William,  born  Jan.  27,  1766,  died  Aug.  27, 1815. 

(5)  George,  born  June  14,  1771,  died  March  14, 

1834.  (6)  Susan,  born  June  4,  1774,  married  Oct. 

3,  1793,  Benjamin  Aborn.  (7)  Phebe,  born  Oct. 
6,  1775,  married.  Sept.  23,  1798,  Samuel  Arnold, 
of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  died  Nov.  5,  1821. 

(HI)  Captain  Stephen  Jackson,  born  May  23, 
1763,  died  Jan.  7,  1820.  He  married  Sophia 
Graves,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Graves,  rector 
of  St.  John's  Church.  In  early  life  he 
was  the  owner  of  a vessel  in  the  West  India 
trade.  For  many  years  he  was  cashier  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Providence.  The  later  years  of 
his  life  he  lived  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  his  death 
occurred  while  he  was  on  his  way  from  Providence 
to  his  home  there.  The  children  born  to  Capt. 
Stephen  and  Sophia  (Graves)  Jackson  were:  (i) 
John  Graves,  born  iMarch  18,  1794,  died  Oct.  18, 
i860.  (2)  Susan  Waterman,  born  July  2,  1797, 

died  April  9,  1841.  (3)  Stephen  Matthew,  born 

Apr i]^  23,  1799,  died  Nov.  3,  1868.  (4)  Anna,  born 

Jan.  13,  1801,  died  Aug.  19,  1869.  (5)  Richard 

William,  born  June  4,  1803,  died  Feb.  17,  1871. 

(6)  Sophia  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  15,  1805.  died  in 

1869.  (7)  Louisa,  born  Jan.  5,  1809,  died  July  12, 

1895. 

(IV)  Richard  William  Jackson  was  born  June 

4,  1803,  and  died  Feb.  17,  1871.  On  Oct.  i,  1827, 
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he  married,  in  Providence,  Susan  Potter  Aborn, 
born  Feb.  18,  1804,  10,  1874,  daughter  of 

Edward  Aborn.  To  this  union  were  born  children 
as  follows;  (i)  Susan  Aborn,  born  Aug.  27,  1828, 
died  Aug.  17,  1848.  (2)  Stephen,  born  Dec.  16, 

1831,  died  iNIarch  9,  1833.  (3)  Charles  Edward, 

born  Feb.  22,  1834,  died  iMay  26,  i8y8.  On  Jan. 
5,  1881,  he  married  Estelle  Rose  Weaver.  He  was 
educated  in  Lyon  & Erieze’s  School  in  Providence. 
Eor  a while  he  was  in  a wholesale  grocery  in  Provi- 
dence, and  for  many  years  teller  and  later  cashier 
of  the  Bank  of  North  America  in  Providence.  (4) 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  April  3,  1837,  died  April  21, 
1878.  She  married  William  H.  Taylor,  and  had 
children : William  H.,  John  T.,  Gustavus,  Charles 
J.  and  Richard  J.  (5)  Benjamin  Aborn  was  born 
Eeb.  8,  1848.  For  several  years  Richard  William 
Jackson  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  commission 
business  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  After  returning  to 
Providence,  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  Provi- 
dence Washington  Insurance  Company,  and  later 
was  secretary  and  then  j)resident  of  the  Roger 
\\’illiams  Insurance  Company  of  Providence.  In 
his  political  belief  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  his  re- 
ligious connection  an  Episcopalian. 

(\')  Benjamin  Akorn  Jackson,  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  financial  circles  in  Rhode  Island, 
was  born  in  Providence  Feb.  8,  1848.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  private  schools,  and  Merrick  and  Emery 
Lyon’s  school  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  College 
and  Prospect  streets,  where  now  stands  the  admin- 
istration building  of  -Brown  L’niversity.  On  Sept. 
28,  1864,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  banking  house  of  B.  M.  Jackson  & 
Co.,  then  consisting  of  B.  ]'il.  Jackson,  Henry 
Pearce  and  Dwight  I.  ’Brown.  After  the  death  of 
B.  M.  Jackson  in  1869,  ^lessrs.  Pearce  and  Brown 
carried  on  the  business  for  two  years,  when  the 
firm  was  succeeded  by  D.  I.  Brown  & Co.,  of  which 
]vlr.  Jackson  was  a partner  for  four  years,  and  in 
turn  succeeded  by  Wilbour,  Jackson  & Co.,  and  is 
today  known  as  the  Providence  Banking  Company, 
of  which  }^Ir.  Jackson  is  the  treasurer.  From  1864 
to  1903  he  occupied  one  business  location.  He  was 
president  of  the  Globe  National  Bank,  and  a direc- 
tor of  the  Weybosset  National  Bank.  In  1875 
he  became  a director  of  the  Union  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  is  now  president  of  the  United  Traction 
Company,  the  Rhode  Island  Suburban  Railroad 
Company  and  other  companies ; and  is  a director  of 
the  Denver  Tramway  Company. 

Since  1883  r^Ir.  Jackson  has  been  a member  of 
the  Union  League  Club  of  New  York,  and  since 
1883  of  the  Hope  Club  of  Providence.  H^e  also 
belongs  to  the  Squantum  Club.  For  some  tune  he 
served  as  a trustee  of  the  Rhode  Island  College. 

;Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  Lucy  Anna  Greene, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Henry  L.  Greene,  of  Riverpoint, 
R.  I.  (sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere),  ancF 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  one 
daughter : Henry  Greene,  born  June  12,  1883, 


member  of  the  class  of  1906,  Brown  University ; 
Donald,  born  July  16,  1886,  member  of  the  class  of 
1909,  Brown  University;  and  Lucy  Aborn,  born 
Dec.  17,  1891. 

SHERiMAN.  The  New  England  family  bear- 
ing this  name  has  given  to  the  country  at  large  men 
who  have  written  their  names  high  upon  the  roll 
of  fame.  Such  names  as  Roger  Sherman,  of  Con- 
necticut, of  the  earlier  period,  and  the  two  Ohio 
Shermans,  of  a later  time,  will  long  live  in  the 
history  of  their  country.  Here,  too,  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, have  been  representatives  of  the  family  whose 
achievements  will  not  soon  be  forgotten,  among 
them  the  Hon.  Sylvester  G.  Sherman,  lawyer, 
representative,  speaker  of  the  House,  and  a justice 
of  the  Supreme  cfourt  of  that  State;  Major-Gen. 
Thomas  \V.  Sherman,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Hon.  Robert 
Sherman,  long  a journalist  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  as  well  a former  United  States  marshal  for  the 
district  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Shermans  are  of  German  origin.  In  the 
Fatherland  the  name  Sherman,  Schierman,  etc., 
often  occurs,  and  was  no  doubt  transferred  to  Lon- 
don and  vicinity  many  centuries  ago  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  emigrants,  where  it  is  still  numerous.  From 
the  metropolitan  stock  a scion  was  transplanted 
to  Dedham,  County  of  Essex,  England,  which  long 
flourished  and  sent  out  other  shoots.  The  name  is 
derived  from  the  original  occupation  of  the  family : 
They  were  cloth  dressers  or  shearers  of  the  cloth. 
The  family  at  Dedham  retained  the  occupation  of 
the  family  and  also  the  coat  of  arms  worn  by  those 
in  and  about  London. In  New  England  are  found 
two  distinct  families  bearing  the  name  of  Sher- 
man. One  of  these  descends  from  Whlliam  Sher- 
man, who  came  with  the  Pilgrims  about  1630,  and 
settled  at  iMarshfield,  iMass.  The  other  is  the  Ded- 
ham stock,  a branch  of  which  emigrated  to  New 
England  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  This 
article  is  to  treat  especially  of  the  ancestry  and 
family  of  Mr.  Albert  K.  Sherman,  of  Newport, 
one  of  that  city’s  leading  business  men  and  sub- 
stantial citizens. 

(I)  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  of  the  Dedham 
line,  born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Dedham,  England,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Odding,  daughter  of  Mrs.  John  Odding 
Porter,  by  a former  husband.  In  1634  Mr.  Sher- 
man came  to  New  England  and  settled  at  Rox- 
bury,'  ]Mass.  In  the  Anne  Hutchinson  trouble,  at 
Boston  he  took  the  popular  side,  but  as  Governor 
Winthrop  prevailed  he,  with  others,  found  it  con- 
venient to  remove  to  Rhode  Island.  In  Provi- 
dence they  met  Roger  Williams,  who  advised  them 
to  purchase  the  island  of  Aquetuct  (Aquidneck), 
now  Rhode  Island,  of  the  Indians.  The  purchase 
was  comjileted  March  24,  1638.  On  July  i,  1639, 
they  established  a regular  government  with  William 
Coddington,  governor,  and  Phillip  Sherman,  secre- 
tary. -After  this  he  often  held  office  in  the  Colony, 
and  in  critical  periods.  After  he  had  removed  to 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1093 


Rhode  Island  he  left  the  Congregational  Church 
and  united  with  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Phillip  Sherman  was  a son  of  Samuel,  a grand- 
son of  Henry,  and  a great-grandson  of  Henry,  of 
Dedham,  County  of  Essex,  England,  who  had  prob- 
ably removed  there  from  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
as  he  bore  the  Suffolk  coat  of  arms.  Phillip  Sher- 
man died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1687.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Eber,  Sarah,  Peleg,  Mary,  Edmund, 
Samson,  William,  John,  Mary,  Hannah,  Samuel, 
Benjamin  and  Phillip. 

(II)  Samson  Sherman,  son  of  Phillip,  was  born 
in  1642,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  married  March 
4,  1675,  Isabel  Tripp,  born  in  1651,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Paine)  Tripp.  They  lived  and 
died  in  Portsmouth,  he  dying  June  27,  1718,  and 
she  in  1716.  Their  children  were:  Phillip,  born 
Jan.  16,  1676;  Sarah,  Sept.  24,  1677;  Alice,  Jan. 
12,  1680;  Samson,  Jan.  28,  1682;  Abiel,  Oct.  15, 
1684;  Isabel,  in  1686;  and  Job. 

(III)  Job  Sherman,  son  of  Samson,  was  born 
Nov.  8,  1687,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  married 
(first)  Dec.  23,  1714,  Bridget  Gardiner,  of  Kings- 
town, and  (second)  in  1732,  Amie  Spencer,  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  Mr.  Sherman  had  these  chil- 
dren: Philip,  born  Dec.  12,  1715;  Israel,  Qct.  31, 
1717;  Mary,  Jan.  16,  1719;  Job,  May  2,  1722; 
Bridget,  May  7,  1724;  Sarah,  Oct.  29,  1726;  Alice, 
April  25,  1728;  Alary,  Oct.  13,  1730 — all  to  the 
first  marriage ; and  to  the  second  marriage — Amie, 
born  Alay  27,  1734;  Benjamin,  Sept.  14,  1735; 
Samson,  July  23,  1737;  Alartha,  Nov.  28,  1738; 
Walter,  Aug.  20,  1740;  Dorcas,  Nov.  2,  1742;  and 
Abigail,  Sept.  10,  17-14.  The  father  died  in  Ports- 
mouth, Nov.  16,  1747. 

(I\A  Samson  Sherman,  son  of  Job,  was  born 
July  23,  1737,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  married 
Dec.  9,  1761,  Ruth  Eish,  daughter  of  David  and 
Jemimiah  (Tallman)  Fish,  of  Portsmouth.  He 
died  Jan.  24,  1801,  in  Portsmouth,  where  his  life 
has  been  spent  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  children  were:  (i)  Walter,  born  April  4, 
1763,  married  Rebecca . Anthony,  of  Portsmouth. 
(2)  Amy,  born  Jan.  5,  1764,  married  Daniel  An- 
thony, of  Portsmouth.  (3)  Job  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (4)  Susanna,  born  Oct.  19,  1767,  married 
Peleg  Almy,  of  Portsmouth.  (5)  Hannah,  born 
Jan.  27,  1769,  married  Jonathan  Dennis,  of  Ports- 
mouth. (6)  Anne,  born  Nov.  19,  1770,  married 
Nathan  Chase,  of  Portsmouth.  (7)  David,  born 
June  2,  1772,  married  Waite  Sherman,  of  Ports- 
mouth. (8)  Ruth,  born  Oct.  21,  1773,  died  in  in- 
fancy. (9)  Ruth  (2),  born  Feb.  20,  1778,  married 
Obediah  Davis,  of  New  Bedford,  Alass.  (10)  Asa, 
born  - Dec.  22,  1779,  married  Eliza  Mitchell,  of 
Portsmouth.  (ii)  Abigail,  born  April  2,  1782, 
married  Abram  Davis,  of  Pair  Haven,  Alass.  (12) 
Mary,  born  Nov.  18,  1783,  married  David  Shove, 
of  Berkeley,  Rhode  Island. 

(V)  Job  Sherman,  son  of  Samson,  was  born 
Jan.  21,  1766,  in  Portsmouth,  and  died  Jan.  24, 


1848,  in  Newport.  In  early  life  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  in  teaching  school,  continuing  until 
1796,  when  he  removed  to  Newport  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  dry  goods  business  under  the  name 
of  Job  Sherman,  continuing  successfully  in  that 
business  until  his  death.  In  1798  he  removed  to 
Nos.  135  and  137  Thames  street,  in  which  lo- 
cation the  business  has  since  been  continued — it 
now  being  conducted  by  the  firm  of  William  Sher- 
man & Co.  Upon  his  death,  in  1848,  Job  Sher- 
man s sons,  \\  illiam  and  David,  continued  the 
business  under  the  present  style,  William  Sherman 
& Co.  Air.  Sherman  was  a capable,  conservative 
business  man,  and  as  a citizen  was  honored  and 
respected  and  the  good  name  which  he  established 
in  business  has  since  been  upheld  by  his  successors. 
In  political  faith  Job  Sherman  was  a stanch  olcl;> 
line  Whig,  and  although  he  never  sought  public 
office  he  was  always  ready  to  assist  every  project 
that  promised  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Newport,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a devout  member 
of  the  Friends  and  served  many  years  as  a trustee 
of  the  Friends’  Society  of  Newport. 

Air.  .Sherman  was  married  Dec.  9,  1795,  to 
Aliss  Alice  Anthony,  born  June  9,  1772,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Rebecca  Anthony,  of  Portsmouth. 
She  died  Alarch  ii,  1826,  aged  fifty-three  years, 
nine  months.  To  this  union  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Rebecca,  born  Nov.-  9,  1796,  died  un- 
married; Benjamin,  born  Feb.  10,  1798,  died  Jan. 
5,  1821  ; Eliza,  born  Nov.  14,  1799,  died  unmar- 
ried; William,  born  Dec.  5,  1801,  died  Eeb.  16, 
1885,  unmarried  (he  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
dry  goods  business,  in  which  his  life  was  actively 
spent)  ; Samson,  born  April  9,  1804,  died  young; 
James,  born  Alarch  23,  1806,  a tailor  by  trade, 
died  in  South  America  of  Yellow  fever,  unmarried; 
David,  born  Alay  19,  1808,  died  Nov.  26,  1866,  un- 
married ( he  was  associated  with  his  brother  Wil- 
liam in  the  dry  goods  business)  ; Edward,  born 
Nov.  4,  1809,  died  Dec.  5,  1865  (he  married  Eliza- 
beth AI.  Almy,  of  Newport)  ; Alice,  born  April  28, 
1812,  married  Richard  Cornell,  who  died  Dec.  27, 
1891,  and  she  died  Eeb.  26,  1894;  Albert,  born 
Aug.  14,  1815,  is  mentioned  below;  one  son  died  in 
infancy;  Rowland,  born  xApril  12,  1818,  married 
Rachel  Simmons  and  (second)  Alary  A.  Wright, 
and  died  Sept.  8,  1892. 

(VI)  Albert  Sherman,  son  of  Job,  was  born 
Aug.  14.  1815,  in  Newport.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  trade  of  sailmaker.  an  occupation  which 
he  followed  for  a number  of  years.  Por  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  that  business  in  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  until  1841, 
in  that  year  returning  to  Newport  and  establish- 
ing himself  in  the  dry  goods  business  on  lower 
Thames  street.  He  continued  in  this  line,  meeting 
with  deserved  success.  Air.  Sherman  was  never 
a strong  or  rugged  man,  and  for  many  years  was 
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in  feeble  health,  although  he  continued  to  be  ac- 
tively engaged  in  business.  In  political  views  he 
was  a Republican,  but  on  account  of  his  ill  health 
never  sought  public  recognition.  He  was  for  many 
years  a director  in  the  Alerchants'  Bank  of  New- 
port, and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Newport 
Hospital,  which  he  had  been  influential  in  estab- 
lishing. He  was  a consistent  and  devout  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

On  Sept.  2,  1841,  Mr.  Sherman  married  Sarah 
Catherine  Marble,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  A.  (Holt)  Marble,  of  Newport.  She  died 
Sept.  15,  1889,  aged  seventy-two  years,  while  Mr. 
Sherman  died  June  30,  1884.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union : Alice  Anthony,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years,  and  Albert  Keene. 

(\TI)  Albert  Keene  Sherman,  son  of  Al- 
bert, was  born  March  17,  1844,  in  Newport.  He 
attended  private  schools  in  his  native  city,  after 
which  for  four  years  he  was  a student  at  H.  H. 
Fay’s  private  school  of  Newport.  Leaving  school 
in  1861,  he  became  a clerk  in  the  grocery  store 
of  Capt.  Oliver  Potter,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained for  about  one  year.  On  ]\Iay  6,  1862,  Mr. 
Sherman  became  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of 
William  Sherman  & Co.,  and  he  continued  thus 
until  the  death  of  Air.  David  Sherman,  in  1866, 
when  he  was  made  a partner  in  the  business.  In 
1873  Thomas  G.  Brown  was  also  admitted  to  the 
firm  as  a partner,  and  since  the  death  of  William 
Sherman,  in  1885,  the  well-known  and  old-estab- 
lished business  of  William  Sherman  & Co.  has 
been  successfully  conducted  by  the  present  own- 
ers, Albert  K.  Sherman  and  Thomas  G.  Brown. 
The  firm  handles  a fine  line  of  foreign  and  domes- 
tic dry  goods,  etc.,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  trades 
in  the  State. 

Air.  Sherman  is  one  of  Newport’s  most  sub- 
stantial and  influential  citizens.  He  is  a director  of 
the  Newport  National  Bank ; a trustee  of  the  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Newport ; a director  of  the  Aquidneck 
Alutual  Insurance  Company,  and  a trustee  of  Long 
Wharf  of  Newport.  He  is  a member  of  the  New- 
port Historical  Society,  the  Natural  History  So- 
ciety, the  Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  and 
has  taken  a very  active  part  in  the  Young  Alen’s 
Christian  Association  of  Newport,  which  he  has 
served  as  treasurer  for  a number  of  years.  Aluch 
of  the  success  of  this  organization  in  Newport 
is  due  to  his  untiring  efforts.  Air.  Sherman  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church 
(now  the  Second  Baptist),  and  has  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  clerk  of  the  church.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  has  never 
sought  public  office.  During  its  existence  he  was 
a member  of  the  Business  Alen's  Association. 

On  Sept.  3,  1874,  Air.  Sherman  married  Aliss 
Alary  Eliza  Barker,  daughter  of  Robinson  P.  and 
Julia  Ann  (Peckham)  Barker,  of  Aliddletown,  R. 
I.,  and  three  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Kate  Robinson,  born  Aug.  16,  1875,  who  died  April 


6,  1879;  William  Anthony,  born  Alay  12,  1877; 
Edwin  Albert,  born  July  16,  1879.  The  latter 
was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1901,  with 
the  degree  of  A.  AT,  and  is  now  discount  clerk  of 
the  Newport  Trust  Company.  He  has  also  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  committee  of  Newport, 
and  in  1906,  at  the  first  election  held  under  the 
new  charter  granted  the  city  of  Newport,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  representative  council  from 
the  Third  ward  for  the  three-year  term.  William 
Anthony  Sherman  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  the  class  of  1899,  and  from  Harvard 
Aledical  School  in  1902,  with  the  degree  of  AI.  D., 
after  which  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession  in  Newport,  where  he  has 
met  with  great  success,  having  a large  and  growing 
patronage.  He  is  a member  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Newport  Hospital.  Dr.  Sherman  is  a direc- 
tor of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  Newport,  and 
a member  of  the  Aledical  Society.  On  June  25, 
1902,  he  married  Katherine  AI.  Kennedy,  of  Scran- 
ton, Pa.,  daughter  of  William  and  Amelia  (Carter) 
Kennedy,  and  to  this  union  one  son  has  come, 
William  Albert,  born  Alay  12,  1903. 

Albert  K.  Sherman  is  well  known  and  thor- 
oughly respected  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
into  contact.  He  is  an  honest,  single-minded,  firm- 
hearted,  public-spirited  Christian  gentleman,  unit- 
ing in  his  personality  a rare  combination  of  quali- 
ties which  are  fitted  to  command  the  respect  and 
win  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-men.  Though 
quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  manner,  he  is  none 
the  less  affable  and  courteous.  Of  a domestic  na- 
ture, he  is  much  devoted  to  the  surroundings  of  his 
home.  His  knowledge  of  current  events  is  broad, 
and  he  is  an  admirer  and  patron  of  standard  litera- 
ture, his  library  being  an  extensive  one. 

BLI\"EN.  The  Bliven  family  is  an  ancient  and 
an  honored  one  in  New  England.  It  is  descended 
from  the  brothers,  Joshua,  James  and  Edward,  who 
came  from  England  to  Salem,  Alass.,  some  time 
prior  to  1650.  By  some  members  of  the  family  it 
is  claimed  that  it  is  descended  from  Welsh  nobil- 
ity, but  there  is  more  probability  that  the  family 
comes  from  the  German  family  of  Bliven,  several 
of  whom  were  men  of  fame — one  a musician  of 
great  note,  and  another  an  explorer  of  Iceland, 
reaching  a point  then  farthest  north.  To  each  was 
granted  the  prefix  “Von.” 

The  earliest  record  of  the  family  in  America  is 
the  conveyance  of  property  by  James  Bliven  to  his 
wife  Bridget  Oliver,  at  Salem,  where  the  original 
parchment  is  displayed  upon  the  wall  at  Essex  In- 
stitute. 

Joshua  Bliven  was  of  Newport  in  1669  as  mas- 
ter of  the  ship  “Polly.”  He  had  sons,  Edward  and 
James.  James  Bliven,  son  of  Joshua,  married  Alar- 
gery  Cord.  This  James  located  at  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island,  where  his  son  James  lived,  aiid  among  the 
latter’s  children  was  Perry.  ■ From  him  descend 
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the  late  Benjamin  James  Bliven,  who  for  some 
years  was  prominent  in  New  England  musical  cir- 
cles, and  the  latter’s  sons,  well-known  and  re- 
spected business  men  of  Providence. 

Capt.  Perry  Bliven,  son  of  James,  married  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  Sept.  7,  1800,  Sally  Clark,  and  to 
that  union  there  came  six  children  as  follows : 
Hannah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  in 
1815;  Sally,  who  married  Samuel  Morgan,  a con- 
tractor of  Providence;  Susan,  who  married  a Air. 
Dawley  and  her  children  of  Newport  record  were; 
Amy,  Perry,  Theodore  F.  and  Florine  (twins),  and 
Alartha  Jane;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Walter 
Simmons,  of  Newport,  and  had  one  son  Walter 
(deceased)  ; Alartha  Jane,  who  married  Joseph 
Coit,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.  (they  had  no  children)  ; 
and  Benjamin  James,  of  whom  more  follows.  Capt. 
Perry  Bliven,  the  father,  was  a sea-faring  man 
and  master  of  a vessel  plying  between  Newport 
and  New  York.  He  died  on  board  ship  of  cholera. 
He  was  a man  of  no  little  importance  in  his  day, 
and  an  oil  portrait  shows  him  to  have  been  a man 
of  much  physical  vigor,  of  intelligent  and  pleasing 
features,  a strong  jaw,  and  determined  mouth.  His 
widow  married  second  a Mr.  Shaw,  and  lived  to  an 
advanced  age. 

Benjamin  James  Bliven,  youngest  child  of  Capt. 
Perry,  was  born  in  Newport,  Oct.  14,  1812.  On 
Oct.  20,  1828,  then  a lad  of  sixteen,  he  was  appren- 
ticed dr  bound  out  for  a period  of  five  years  to  one 
Edward  S.  Underwood,  a painter  and  glazier,  of 
Providence.  In  the  article  of  indenture  (the  origi- 
nal is  in  the  possession  of  Air.  Charles  P.  Bliven, 
of  Providence)  it  is  provided  that  the  lad  receive 
the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  per  year  for  his  services, 
out  of  which  he  must  clothe  himself,  and  that  he 
be  permitted  to  attend  school  at  night  for  three 
months  of  the  year.  After  the  expiration  of  the 
five  years,  Air.  Bliven  continued  at  the  calling  for  a 
short  time,  but  soon  his  commercial  instinct  mani- 
fested itself,  and  he  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self, first  in  an  amusement  enterprise  on  West- 
minster street  at  the  point  wdiere  Dorrance  street 
now  intersects. 

From  early  age  Air.  Bliven  displayed  marked 
musical  inclination  and  acted  as  a drummer  boy 
with  a Newport  organization  when  so  small  that  it 
was  necessary  that  he  stand  upon  a table  or  chair 
to  give  him  sufficient  elevation.  Through  his  boy- 
hood his  leisure  was  given  to  advancing  himself 
in  musical  accomplishments,  and  no  doubt  had  he 
been  capably  instructed  he  would  have  w-on  a high 
place  in  musical  renowni  As  it  was  he  became 
quite  skilled,  and  was  regarded  as  an  artist  upon 
several  instruments,  and  was  the  leader  in  early 
musical  circles.  He  was  the  founder  and  organizer 
of  the  Providence  Brass  Band,  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  its  kind  in  America  (1832),  Air.  Bliven 
playing  the  solo  trombone.  His  instrument  W’as  an 
imported  one,  and  the  first  of  its  kind  in  America, 
and  is  now  in  possession  of  his  son,  Charles.  P. 


Bliven.  Air.  Bliven  devoted  very  much  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  music  and  musical  organiza- 
tions, and  his  name  is  frequently  found  in  this  con- 
nection in  Rhode  Island  publications  of  issue  from 
1820  to  1853. 

For  some  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Nov.  26,  1853,  he  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  Ocean  cottage  on  the  cliffs  at  Newport,  where 
he  conducted  a place  of  amusement  and  entertain- 
ment, and  which  was  frequented  by  lovers  of  mu- 
sic, in  the  summer  months. 

Air.  Bliven  married  Eliza  Soule,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Alary  Ann  Lake.  The  latter  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Slocum,  and  de- 
scended from  old  and  distinguished  ancestry  con- 
cerning whom  account  is  given  elsewhere.  Airs. 
Bliven  was  born  in  Providence,  Dec.  25,  1812,  and 
died  Dec.  31,  1906.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Benjamin  J.,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  30,  1835,  married  Ann 
Francis  Scott,  and  their  children  were : Anna  L. ; 
Adelaide ; and  Earl  B.,  who  married  Gertrude 
Mitchell,  has  a son,  Raymond  Earl,  born  xVug.  5, 
1897,  resides  in  Providence.  (2)  Charles 

Perry  was  born  Aug.  4,  1838.  (3)  Pitts  Smith, 

born  Nov.  8,  1840,  married  Victorine  Sprague,  and 
had  two  sons,  Pitts  A.  (deceased)  and  Charles  P. 
By  a previous  marriage  Air.  Bliven  had  a daugh- 
ter, Estell  Thayer  Bliven.  (4)  Ellen  AT,  born 
Aug.  5,  1843,  married  Dexter  D.  Pierce  Oct.  i, 
1866,  and  died  Alay  4,  1907.  (5)  Roger  Williams, 

born  Jan.  28,  1846,  married  AI.  Ida  Peckham  Jan. 
23,  1873.  Their  children  are  Roger  Newton  and 
Avis  Edna.  (6)  Alary  Eliza,  born  Jan.  24,  1849, 
married  George  S.  Ross,  Dec.  3,  1872. 

Charles  Perry  Bliven,  born  Aug.  4,  1838,  in 
Providence,  received  his  education  in  the  grammar 
schools  of  the  city.  While  still  a youth  he  sought 
employment  by  which  he  might  aid  in  the  family 
maintenance,  beginning  in  the  shipping  and  pack- 
ing department  of  the  New  England  Screw  Com- 
pany. Shortly  after  this  he  decided  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a plumber,  but  after  two  years  in  which  he 
had  been  given  but  little  opportunity  to  acquire 
practical  knowledge  of  the  calling  he  abandoned  it 
and  sought  other  fields  of  endeavor.  With  his 
slender  accumulations  he  purchased  an  interest  in 
a retail  meat  market.  He  was  but  twenty  years  old 
at  this  time,  and  his  youth  and  inexperience  were 
taken  advantage  of  by  others  so  that,  after  less 
than  one  year,  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  His 
commercial  ambition  had,  however,  been  aroused 
and  though  he  was  without  capital  he  managed  to 
establish  himself  in  business,  though  in  a very 
small  way.  Later  he  removed  to  the  corner  of 
Hope  and  John  streets,  where  for  many  years  he 
conducted  a prosperous  business.  For  several  years 
prior  to  his  retirement  in  1888  his  brother  Roger 
W.  was  a partner  in  the  business. 

Air.  Bliven  owes  his  success  entirely  to  his  own 
exertions,  his  honorable  business  methods,  intelli- 
gent management,  and  exceptional  industry.  His 
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business  demanded  his  closest  attention  and  from 
fifteen  to  seventeen  hours  of  each  twenty-four 
found  him  thus  engaged.  There  are  presented  in 
his  career  many  features  worthy  of  chronicle  and 
emulation  hy  the  youth  of  today,  and  there  are  dis- 
played the  results  of  honest  industry  unassisted  hv 
chance,  influence  or  other  extraordinary  feature. 
His  most  worthy  characteristic  has  been  his  de- 
votion to  his  mother  and  other  members  of  his  fam- 
ily. During  all  of  his  manhood  his  mother  was, 
while  she  lived,  his  chief  concern,  and  his  care  and 
solicitude  in  her  behalf  increased  with  her  advanc- 
ing years.  She  was  possessed  of  everv  womanly 
and  motherly  virtue,  patient  and  loyal*,  and  ten- 
derly devoted  to  her  children.  She  lived  to  a great 
age,  and  in  her  latter  years  suffered  the  infirmi- 
ties of  the  aged,  yet  she  was  ever  cheerful  and 
hopeful. 

Though  JNIr.  Bliven  is  nearing  the  fulfillment  of 
three  score  and  ten  his  appearance  and  manner  do 
not  indicate  it  nor  do  his  many  years  of  constant 
industry  w-eigh  heavily  upon  his  shoulders.  He  is 
well  informed  upon  current  topics  and  interested 
in  historical  events  and  literature.  He  has  in  his 
possession  a number  of  family  heirlooms  which  are 
of  much  interest. 

JOHN  A.  BENNETT,  than  whom  no  man 
was  better  known  in  New  England  manufacturing 
interests,  comes  of  a family  long  established  in 
Rhode  Island. 

John  Bennett,  his  great-great-grandfather,  was 
of  W arwick,  R.  1.,  and  was  likely  a descendant 
of  Samuel  Bennett,  a settler  of  Providence  as 
early  as  1652,  and  of  the  town  of  East  Greenwich, 
R.  1.,  in  1678.  Samuel  Bennett  was  commissioner 
in  1657,  deputy  in  1668,  1674  and  1678. 

Joseph  Bennett,  son  of  John,  was  married  in 
Warwick  Dec.  9,  1773,  to  IMary  Remington.  He 
lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years, 
and  is  buried  in  the  family  burying  ground  on 
the  Apponaug  and  Pontiac  road  in  the  town  of 
Warwick. 

Asa  Bennett,  son  of  Joseph  and  Wary,  was 
born  in  Warwick  Feb.  2,  1781.  He  found  employ- 
ment in  the  mills  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  and 
became  a blue  dyer  by  trade.  He  married  Abbie 
Oatley,  in  September,  1805.  Of  their  children 
Thomas  is  mentioned  below ; and  Albert  moved  to 
iMichigan,  where  he  died,  survived  by  a daughter. 

Thomas  Bennett,  .son  of  Asa,  was  born  in  War- 
wick or  East  Greenwich.  In  his  youth  he  was  em- 
jtloyed  in  the  mills,  and  for  many  years  was  an 
overseer,  also  holding  other  responsible  positions 
in  connection  with  the  textile  industries.  Later  he 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits,  and  still  later  he 
managed  the  farm  interests  of  his  son,  John  A. 
He  was  a man  of  much  muscular  strength  and  was 
of  high  moral  character,  well  deserving  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  He  married  Emily 
Austin,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  of 


whom  there  are  living:  James  E.,  of  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I. ; Emily  Amanda,  widow  of  Ethan  R. 
Barr,  of  Dwight,  111. ; and  John  Albert.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  May  23,  1903. 

John  Albert  Bennett  was  born  Nov.  2,  1827,  in 
North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  his  parents  were 
residents  for  some  time,  or  until  John  A.  was 
about  seven  years  of  age.  It  early  devolved  upon 
the  children  in  the  family  to  seek  employment  to 
assist  in  the  general  support.  At  the  age  of  ten 
John  A.  began  work  in  the  mills,  continuing 
through  the  spring  and  summer  months,  and  he 
attended  school  in  the  winter.  His  first  com- 
pensation was  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  per  week.  As  he 
grew  older  and  his  earning  capacity  correspond- 
ingly  greater,  his  school  months  were  reduced  to 
three  each  year ; but  by  study,  application  and  a 
retentive  memory  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an 
education.  In  his  young  manhood,  realizing  the 
value  of  even  a little  education  he  attended  a 
private  school  in  East  Greenwich.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  applying  himself  to  his  work  in  the 
mills,  and  such  was  his  proficiency,  his  energy  and 
his  executive  ability  that  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  was  an  assistant  overseer  in  a weaving  room 
containing  some  eighty  looms.  This  was  in  the 
Potowomut  i\lill,  at  Potowomut,  a mill  village 
lying  south  of  East  Greenwich,  and  there  he  be- 
gan a career  the  success  of  which  has  been  equaled 
by  but  few  men  depending  wbolly  upon  theiT  own 
ability,  connected  with  any  industry  in  New  Eng- 
land. At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  made  over- 
seer, continuing  as  such  until  he  was  twenty.  It 
may  be  here  remarked  that  never  after  throughout 
his  long  and  successful  career  until  his  retire- 
ment was  he  obliged  to  seek  a position  or  situation. 
His  services  were  sought  by  individual  owners  and 
corporations,  and  he  not  infrequently  declined  ad- 
vancement in  order  that  he  might  be  loyal  to  the 
employment  at  which  he  was  engaged  until  he  felt 
free  to  accept  progress  without  jeopardizing  the 
interests  of  others. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  he  became  overseer  in 
the  Lhiion  mill  at  East  Greenwich,  remaining  two 
years,  when  he  assumed  full  charge  of  a large 
new  mill  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  devoted  to  the 
manufacture  of  fine  French  Lawns  and  muslin 
delaines.  Here,  too,  he  remained  two  years,  and 
a warm  friendship  sprang  up  between  Mr.  Ben- 
nett and  Col.  Stern,  then  a prominent  factor  in  the 
cotton  industries.  At  this  time  Mr.  Jones  S.  Davis 
became  tbe  agent  of  the  new  Lyman  Mills  at  Holy- 
oke, Mass.,  and  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Bennett  to  go 
there  to  start  the  looms  and  act  as  overseer  of 
weaving.  After  three  years  he  was  obliged  by 
failing  health  to  discontinue  all  work,  and  he  spent 
some  time  resting  atid  traveling  through  the  West. 
With  health  restored,  he  returned  to  Rhode  Island, 
and  took  the  jjosition  of  assistant  overseer  of  weav- 
ing at  the  Atlantic  mills  at  Olneyville.  At  the  end 
of  several  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  Gen. 
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James,  going  to  that  gentleman’s  mills  at  Sag 
Harbor.  This  -he  did  not  find  congenial,  and  after 
a short  time  returned  to  Providence  to  assume  the 
duties  of  a position  in  which  a number  of  others 
had  failed  in  the  Grant  mills.  His  work  here  was 
attended  by  entire  success  and  he  continued  for 
two  years.  At  this  time  he  was  sent  for  and  con- 
sulted by  capitalists  in  New  York  City,  who  owned 
a mill  at  Woonsocket.  Their  utmost  efforts  to 
operate  it  with  anything  like  success  had  proved 
an  absolute  failure.  IMr,  Bennett  was  induced  by 
them  to  assume  charge  of  the  property  in  all  of 
its  branches,  and  was  given  full  authority  in  both 
financial  and  mechanical  policy.  From  a thor- 
oughly disorganized  and  apathetic  enterprise  he, 
step  by  step,  brought  it  to  a state  of  efficiency  and 
profit  second  to  none  in  New  England.  He 
adopted  at  the  outset  a policy  of  “No  debts,  no 
notes,”  and  continued  that  wise  and  judicious 
course  throughout  the  twenty-three  years  of  his 
control.  In  addition  to  the  direct  mill  interests  he 
also  assumed  and  managed  the  real  estate  be- 
longing to  the  concern,  consisting  of  some  400 
acres,  sub-dividing,  platting,  and  disposing  of  it  as 
an  addition  to  the  city  of  Woonsocket,  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  city,  and  to  the  financial  benefit  of 
his  employers.  He  was  given  free  rein  in  every 
department  of  the  interests  he  represented,  exceed- 
ingly long  periods  intervening  between  visits  of  the 
actual  owners.  And  to  their  credit  may  it  be  said 
that  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  value  of  Mr. 
Bennett’s  services,  and  frequently  when  he  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  retire  they  offered  induce- 
ments and  otherwise  prevailed  upon  him  to  remain. 
However,  at  the  end  of  twenty-three  years,  he 
severed  all  connection  with  milling  interests,  and 
retired,  devoting  himself  to  looking  after  his  own 
personal  interests.  He  is  an  extensive  property 
owner  in  Woonsocket  and  Providence,  and  much  of 
this  is  now  looked  after  by  his  son,  Albert  J. 

The  ability  and  business  acumen  of  Mr.  Ben- 
nett have  not  been  entirely  confined  to  his  own 
interests  for  he  has  rendered  much  valuable  service 
to  the  city  of  Woonsocket  as  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  of  the  city  council,  and  as 
assessor.  As  a legislator  and  as  a member  of  the 
council  he  had  much  to  do  with  the  advancement 
and  the  protection  of  the  city’s,  interests,  and  when 
once  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  his  position 
upon  any  project  he  was  absolutely  immovable 
sometimes  to  the  point  of  obduracy,  yet  in  every  in- 
stance where  his  wisdom  prevailed  his  course  and 
attitude  proved  the  correct  one.  For  fully  twenty 
years  he  was  a director  of  the  Citizen’s  National 
Bank  of  Woonsocket,  and  otherwise  concerned  in 
the  city’s  welfare.  He  now  lives  quietly,  at  his 
various  homes,  though  much  of  his  time  is 
passed  at  his  comfortable  residence  in  the  village 
of  North  Scituate,  and  occasionally  he  spends  the 
winter  months  in  the  South. 

While  now  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  Mr, 


Bennett  is  in  almost  full  vigor,  his  intellectual 
faculties  susceptible  to  their  highest  play  and  vigor- 
ous exertion.  He  stands  full  six  feet  in  height, 
and  is  well  proportioned.  His  life  is  an  exposition 
of  what  industry  and  resolute  purpose  can  and  may 
accomplish,  and  it  presents  some  features  worthv 
of  thoughtful  consideration.  He  began  life  penni- 
less ; he  obtained  his  education  himself — he  toiled 
for  it  and  struggled  for  it ; and  there  was  in  him 
the  will  and  the  force  to  do.  He  determined  to  be 
and  he  succeeded.  He  was  interested  in  his  work, 
and  when  intrusted  with  the  management  and 
affairs  of  an  industry  which  he  built  to  no  inconsid- 
erable magnitude,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  a 
steadiness,  ability  and  firmness  always  equal  to  the 
occasion.  In  his  handling  of  men  he  displaved  a 
rare  combination  of  inflexibility,  courtesy,  self- 
control  and  endurance,  and  strikes  ancl  labor 
troubles  were  unknown  during  his  regime. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Bennett  was 
married,  his  bride  living  but  two  years.  The  pres- 
ent Mrs.  Bennett,  to  whom  not  a little  of  his 
success  may  be  ascribed,  was  Miss  Eliza  Amanda 
Kimball,  born  Oct.  9,  1831,  daughter  of  Noah  and 
Amey-  Kimball.  Two  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Walter  J.,  born  Feb.  19,  1865,  died  April 
23,  1900:  and  Albert  Jerome,  born  March  24,  1868, 
is  a well  known  business  man  of  Providence  and 
M’oonsocket.  Mr.  Bennett  is  a member  of  Morn- 
ing Star  Lodge.  A.  F.  & A.  M..  of  M’oonsocket. 

Albert  J.  Bennett,  son  of  John  A.  Bennett, 
was  born  iNIarch  24,  1868,  in  the  city  of  W'oon- 
socket,  R.  I.,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that 
city.  Like  his  father,  his  thrifty  and  industrious 
disposition  was  early  manifested,  and  he  was  for 
a number  of  vears  engaged  in  various  commercial 
enterprises.  He  later  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness, real  estate,  in  which  honorable  business 
methods  and  pleasing  personality  have  brought  him 
deserved  success. 

In  politics  i\Ir.  Bennett  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  has  for  some  years  been  prominent  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  party  in  his  section  of  the  State.  He 
has  been  repeatedly  elected  to  the  common  council 
and  board  of  aldermen  of  Woonsocket,  serving 
upon  many  important  committees.  In  1907,  not- 
withstanding his  personal  disinclination,  he  was 
his  party’s  candidate  for  the  State  Legislature. 

Mr.  Bennett  married  Sept.  19.  1885,  Miss  Har- 
riet F.  daughter  of  Alfred  O.  and  Hannah  Darling, 
of  Bellingham,  Mass.  They  have  two  children : 
Helen  Amanda  and  Leon  John  Alfred. 

ANDREW  J.  CPIRRIER  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years  has  been  a leading  citizen  of  his  adopted 
town  and  State,  representing  it  many  times  in  the 
town  council  and  as  well  in  both  branches  of  the 
State  Assembly.  Mr.  Currier  was  long  officially 
identified  with  the  mills  of  the  extensive  Albion 
and  \Mlley  Falls  Companies,  manufacturers  of 
shirtings,  sheetings,  print  cloths,  etc.,  and  subse- 
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quently  had  important  connection  with  other  textile 
concerns. 

iMr.  Currier  was  born  in  Fall  River,  ]\Iass., 
Oct.  2,  1850,  son  of  Andrew  Robeson  and  Al- 
mira Leonard  (Handy)  Currier,  of  Fall  River, 
grandson  of  Job  Currier  (probably  a native  of 
Tiverton)  and  his  wife  Roby  Thomas,  and  great- 
grandson  of  Daniel  Currier. 

Andrew  Robeson  Currier,  the  father,  was  born 
in  Fall  River,  Hass.,  where  he  died  in  1867.  He 
married  Almira  Leonard  Handy,  of  Fall  River, 
who  died  in  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  children,  Andrew  J.  and  Eva  G., 
the  latter  residing  in  Valley  Falls,  unmarried. 

Andrew  J.  Currier  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Fall  River,  what  further  education  he  acquired 
being  gained  in  the  school  of  experience  and  by 
self  culture  and  observation.  Early  thrown  on  his 
own  resources  he  learned  the  value  of  a dollar  and 
the  principles  of  wise  expenditure.  He  first  pre- 
pared himself  for  work  as  a telegraph  operator, 
but  not  altogether  satisfied  with  this  he  was  for  two 
years  occupied  in  the  line  of  insurance  with  Con- 
gressman William  S.  Greene,  of  Fall  River.  In 
his  next  move  he  found  something  more  to  his 
liking,  and  which  proved  to  be  his  calling  for  life. 
Locating  in  what  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  he  be- 
gan employment  as  a clerk  with  the  Albion  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  so  acceptable  were  his 
services  and  such  was  his  deportment  that,  as  the 
years  came  and  went,  he  rose  in  time  to  be  man- 
ager of  the  extensive  plants  of  the  corporation — 
of  both  the  Albion  Company  and  the  Valley  Falls 
Company.  The  position  was  one  of  large  respon- 
sibility, requiring  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
details  of  manufacturing  print  cloths,  sheetings, 
shirtings,  etc.,  as  well  as  executive  ability  and 
quick  action.  In  the  mills  at  Albion  and  at  Valley 
Falls  are  employed  approximately  nine  hundred 
hands — a fact  which  indicates  sufficiently  the  im- 
portance of  the  position  of  manager.  The  long 
term  of  service  of  IMr.  Currier  with  this  corpora- 
tion— covering  over  a third  of  a century — was  a 
sufficient  index  of  his  ability,  which  has  been  fur- 
ther evidenced  in  the  many  public  positions  of 
honor,  trust  and  responsibility  to  which  he  has 
been  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  townsmen. 

Resigning  his  position  with  the  Albion  Com- 
pany in  1901,  IMr.  Currier  then  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  general  manager  of  the  mills  of  the  New 
England  Cotton  Yarn  Company,  having  charge  of 
their  eight  mills  in  Fall  River  and  Taunton,  em- 
ploying about  three  thousand  hands.  In  October, 
1904,  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Kilburn 
i\Iill,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  employing  four  hun- 
dred hands,  engaged  in  inanufacturing  fine  cotton 
yarns,  where  he  continued  until  July  i,  1906,  when 
he  resigned.  For  a time  he  was  not  actively  en- 
gaged in  business,  and  then  again  entered  the  line 
that  has  been  his  life’s  work.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Board  of  ^Managers  of  the  Pawtucket  Branch 


of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  and  a director 
in  the  Blackstone  Coal  ^Mining  Company,  of  Cum- 
berland. 

The  political  affiliations  of  iSIr.  Currier  have 
been  with  the  Republican  party,  in  the  councils  of 
which  he  has  been  active  and  prominent.  For  some 
eleven  or  twelve  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
town  council  of  Cumberland,  presiding  over  that 
body  nine  years.  He  was  a representative  from  his 
town — Cumberland — in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  from  May, 
1891,  to  May,  1892,  and  he  served  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Corporations.  From  IMay,  1892,  to  May, 
1893,  and  from  IMay,  1894,  to  May,  1896,  he  was 
State  Senator.  In  1908  he  was  delegate-at-large  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago, 
and  chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  delegation  in 
that  body. 

On  Nov.  5,  1874,  i\Ir.  Currier  was  married  to 
Lucy  S.  Clark,  of  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.,  daughter  of 
John  L.  and  Cordelia  H.  (Titus)  Clark,  a record  of 
whose  • family  appears  elsewhere.  Two  children 
blessed  the  marriage,  namely : Carrie  C.  and  An- 
drew R.,  the  latter  traveling  salesman  for  the  Dra- 
iner Machine  Company.  Airs.  Andrew  J.  Currier 
passed  away  April  30,  1888.  Air.  Currier  attends 
the  Valley  Falls  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  gives 
his  liberal  support. 

GEORGE  W.  GORTON,  a retired  business 
man  of  Pawtucket,  was  born  Feb.  4,  1826,  in  the 
town  of  Warwick,  where  his  ancestors  first  settled 
more  than  two  centuries  ago.  The  place  was  prac- 
tically founded  by  Samuell  Gorton,  the  first  of  the 
name  to  take  up  his  residence  in  the  New  World. 
The  line  of  descent  from  Samuell  to  George  W. 
Gorton  follows. 

(I)  Samuell  Gorton  was  born  in  1592  in  a chap- 
elry  within  the  parish  of  Alanchester,  County  of 
Lancaster,  England,  at  a place  called  Gorton,  where 
the  family  had  lived  for  many  generations.  In  1637 
Samuell  Gorton  with  his  wife  and  family  left  Lon- 
don for  Boston,  arriving  there  the  latter  part  of 
Alarch.  He  tried  several  points  in  Rhode  Island, 
in  preference  to  remaining  at  Boston,  and  finally 
took  up  his  residence  in  1641  in  what  became  War- 
wick. In  1643  others  bought  a tract  of 

land  there  which  they  called  Shawomet,  later  War- 
wick. He  became  a prominent  man  in  the  Colony, 
being  assistant  in  1649 ; commissioner  a number  of 
times,  beginning  with  1641 ; president  of  Provi- 
dence and  Warwick,  1651  and  1652;  and  from 
1664  on  was  several  times  deputy.  He  was  con- 
spicuous, too,  in  religious  matters,  had  a number  of 
his  writings  published,  and  founded  a sect  in 
Rhode  Island  which  outlived  him  over  one  hundred 
years.  Samuell  Gorton  married  Alary,  daughter 
of  John  and  Alary  Alaplete,  but  it  is  not  certain 
whether  this  was  his  earliest  union  or  not.  There 
may  have  been  a first  wife,  named  Elizabeth,  in 
which  case  she  must  have  been  the  mother  of  the 
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oldest  son  and  possibly  one  or  two  more.  The 
names  of  the  children  were:  Samuell,  John,  Ben- 
jamin, Mahershallalhashbaz,  IMary,  Sarah,  Ann, 
Elizabeth  and  Susannah.  Samuell  Gorton  died 
about  1677. 

(II)  Samuell  Gorton  (2)  was  born  in  1630. 
He  married  in  1684  Susanna,  daughter  of  William 
and  Hannah  (Wicks)  Burton.  They  lived  in  War- 
wick and  Mr.  Gorton,  who  was  called  Captain, 
was  a man  of  influence,  serving  many  years  as  as- 
sistant and  as  deputy  in  1684  and  1691.  He  died 
Sept.  6,  1724,  and  his  widow,  who  remarried,  died 
June  25,  1737.  Their  children  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel,  June  i,  1690;  Hezekiah,  June  ii, 
1692;  and  Susanna,  June  4,  1694. 

(III)  Samuel  Gorton  (3)  married  June  i,  1715, 
Freelove  Mason,  who  was  born  June  5,  1695,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Bowen)  Mason. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Warwick  in  1784,  leaving 
children  as  follows:  Samuel,  born  March  7,  1717; 
Freelove,  Aug.  27,  1718;  Ann,  Sept.  7,  1721;  Ly- 
dia, Feb.  I,  1723;  Benjamin,  July  2,  1725;  Joseph 
and  Susanna,  July  6,  1734;  and  Hezekiah,  July  9, 
1736. 

(IV)  Dr.  Samuel  Gorton  (4),  born  in  1717, 
married  (first)  March  ii,  1740,  Welthian  Spencer, 
daughter  of  John  Spencer.  She  died  and  was 
buried  Dec.  18,  1764,  and  Jan.  22,  1769,  Dr.  Gor- 
ton married  (second)  Dorcas,  the  daughter  of  Silas 
Ward,  of  Coventry.  His  children  were : Mary, 
born  May  26,  1741 ; Samuel,  July  5,  1743 ; Peleg, 
Jan.  II,  1750;  Slade;  Benjamin,  April  i,  1754;  Wil- 
liam, Oct.  15,  1760;  John;  Anthony;  Ruth;  Free- 
love; Wait;  Catherine;  and  Elizabeth. 

(V)  Benjamin  Gorton,  born  in  1754,  married 
iMay  30,  17 — , Thankful  Whitford,  born  Aug.  27, 
1763,  a daughter  of  George  Whitford.  Mr.  Gor- 
ton was  a farmer  in  Warwick,  owning  several  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  A deacon  in  the  Apponaug 
Baptist  Church,  he  was  one  who  carried  his  re- 
ligion into  his  daily  life  and  was  an  unfailing 
source  of  aid  for  those  needing  either  wise  counsel 
or  more  material  help.  In  politics  he  was  an  old- 
line  Whig.  He  died  in  Warwick,  Nov.  18,  1833, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  May  31st  of  the  next 
year.  They  had  seventeen  children,  viz. : Mary, 
born  Aug.  i,  1780;  Benjamin,  June  17,  1782; 
Charles,  Jan.  24,  1784;  Phebe,  Dec.  6,  1785  (who 
died  in  infancy)  ; Hannah,  April  15,  1787;  Sophia, 
Nov.  15,  1788;  James  W.,  Nov.  3,  1790;  George, 
April  24,  1792;  Barbara  F.,  April  13,  1794;  Silas 
Casey,  April  7,  1796;  Samuel,  Jan.  22,  1798;  Bar- 
ton W.,  May  21,  1799;  Peleg,  May  31,  1801; 
Thomas  W.,  April  9,  1803  ; Richard,  June  29,  1805  ; 
Isaac,  May  12,  1807;  and  Eveline,  iMarch  25,  1809. 

(VI)  Samuel  Gorton  (5),  the  father  of  George 
W.,  was  born  in  Warwick,  Jan.  22,  1798,  and  was 
reared  to  farming  as  his  regular  calling.  He  had 
charge  of  the  Lonsdale  Company’s  farm  for  some 
time,  then  in  1840  took  the  management  of  the 


Samuel  Mann  farm,  in  iMannville,  where  he  re- 
mained twelve  years,  and  from  there  moved  to  At- 
tleboro, Mass.  For  one  year  there  he  was  engaged 
in  a tannery,  but  soon  gave  up  that  line  to  resume 
farming,  this  time  in  Windsor,  Vt.  From  there, 
when  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  he  went  to 
Providence  to  make  his  home  with  his  daughter, 
and  passed  away  there  IMarch  15,  1887.  A man 
or  rugged  physique  and  strong  character,  he  was 
always  a hard  worker  and  was  successful  in  his 
farming  operations,  amassing  a competence.  In 
politics  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  he  was 
in  religious  faith  a Baptist  and  a member  of  the 
Warwick  Church. 

Samuel  Gorton  married  Miss  Elizabeth  H. 
Whitmarsh,  born  June  8,  1801,  the  daughter  of 
Walker  Whitmarsh.  Their  wedded  life  was  ended 
by  Mrs.  Gorton’s  death  at  Valley  Falls,  Aug  2, 
1881.  She  was  the  mother  of  a large  family,  viz.; 
Mercy  Ann  Arnold,  born  Feb.  27,  1822,  married 
Cornelius  T.  Day,  and  died  in  iMilford,  iMass.,  Dec. 
2,  1880;  Elizabeth  Sophia,  born  Jan.  27,  1824,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Alexander  Youngs,  of  Foxboro, 
Mass. ; George  W.  is  mentioned  below ; Hannah 
Maria,  born  Nov.  4,  1827,  became  the  wife  of 
George  Adams  Draper,  of  iMinneapolis,  Minn., 
where  she  died  March  21,  1908;  Harriet  Frances, 
born  Dec.  16,  1829,  died  aged  twelve  years;  Ray 
Greene,  born  Feb.  16,  1832,  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  later  located  in  California ; Clarinda,  born 
Dec.  10,  1833,  died  aged  three;  Clarinda  Robin- 
son, born  Feb.  i,  1836,  died  young;  Cynthia  B., 
born  Oct.  28,  1838,  married  John  R.  Bruce,  a car- 
penter in  Providence ; Samuel  Harrison,  born 
Aug.  2,  1840,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  now  lives 
in  the  Soldiers’  Home  in  Togus,  Maine;  Helen,  re- 
siding in  Providence,  married  (first)  Harvey  Litch- 
field and  (second)  Eliphalet  Day. 

(VII)  George  William  Gorton  was  trained 
even  as  a boy  to  a life  of  industry.  When  only  six 
years  old  he  learned  to  milk  cows,  and  at  the  age 
of  nine  he  not  only  was  peddling  the  milk,  but  was 
also  put  to  work  in  a mill.  There  he  learned  spin- 
ning and  other  industrial  processes,  while  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  prepare  himself  as  a 
machinist,  working  under  David  A.  ^lowry  at 
Manville.  He  remained  with  him  from  1844  to 
1849  and  then  spent  a few  years  in  charge  of  the 
Chase  machine  shop  in  Valley  Falls.  His  next  en- 
terprise was  of  a distinctly  dififerent  character,  for 
in  1857  he  bought  Mason’s  stable,  in  Valley  Falls, 
but  this  received  his  personal  attention  only  a short 
time  and  during  that  winter  he  went  to  Pawtucket 
and  worked  on  fire  engines  for  William  Jeffreys. 
The  breaking  out  of  the  war  compelled  the  closing 
of  this  shop  and  in  Providence  Mr.  Gorton  took  up 
the  making  of  handcuffs  for  a few  years,  a piece 
of  his  handiwork  being  those  worn  by  Jefferson 
Davis  as  a prisoner.  In  1863  he  gave  up  this  busi- 
ness and  embarked  in  the  meat  business  in  Paw- 
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tucket,  which  was  his  main  interest  for  about  thirty 
years.  In  this  be  made  money  and  finally,  Oct.  13, 
1893,  retired  from  active  business. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Pawtucket  Mr. 
Gorton  has  manifested  considerable  interest  in  the 
affair^  of  the  city.  An  adherent  of  the  Know- 
Xothing  party  at  one  time,  he  has  for  many  years 
been  a good  Republican,  and  somewhat  active  in 
the  party  ranks.  For  five  years  he  served  as  li- 
cense commissioner  of  the  city.  During  the  long 
period  when  Pawtucket  depended  for  fire  protec- 
tion solely  upon  the  volunteer  department,  INIr. 
Gorton  was  a member  of  the  old  Rough  and  Ready 
Company,  and  then  of  the  Hay  Cart  Company,  and 
did  faithful  service.  He  attends  the  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  a member. 

By  his  marriage  George  Mb  Gorton  allied  him- 
self to  another  of  the  old  families  of  Rhode  Island. 
On  May  20,  1849,  he  was  united  to  x-Vlmeda,  daugh- 
ter of  Pardon  and  Sarah  (Waite)  Tillinghast,  who 
resided  in  South  Killingly,  Conn.  To  this  marriage 
two  children  were  born,  George  T.  and  Almeda  E. 
The  latter  became  the  wife  of  Richard  H.  Ryder, 
of  Pawtucket,  on  Xo\'.  21,  1877,  and  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  Alice  May,  Jerusha  (died 
in  infancy),  Bowen  P.  and  Lottie  Gorton. 

(VUI)  George  Tillingii.vst  Gorton  was 
born  July  15,  1853,  in  Valley  Falls,  R.  L,  but  at  the 
age  of  six  was  brought  to  Pawtucket,  which  has 
ever  since  been  his  home.  After  finishing  the  pub- 
lic school  course  he  attended  Scholfield’s  Business 
College  in  Providence  and  fitted  himself  for  an  ac- 
tive part  in  his  father’s  affairs.  He  had  begun 
when  only  ten  years  old  to  assist  his  father  in  the 
meat  business,  and  after  his  education  was  finished 
he  was  taken  regularly  into  his  employ  and  re- 
mained so  until  the  elder  IMr.  Gorton  retired,  in 
1893,  when  the  son  purchased  that  portion  of  the 
business  which  had  received  his  personal  attention 
and  has  been  carrying  it  on  very  successfully  ever 
since. 

i\Ir.  George  T.  Gorton  has  also  given  consid- 
erable time  to  ])ublic  service  and  is  prominent  in 
the  local  Republican  ranks.  He  was  a member  and 
president  of  the  common  council  in  1892-93,  and 
held  a similar  position  on  the  board  of  aldermen  in 
1894-95,  besides  serving  as  superintendent  of  street 
lights  from  1896  till  1900.  In  1905  he  was  elected 
by  a large  majority  to  the  General  Assembly  from 
Pawtucket  and  was  made  a member  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Engrossed  Acts.  In  1907  he  was  elected 
State  senator  from  I’awtucket.  He  is  a man  of 
real  ability  and  has  the  entire  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents. 

On  Dec.  27,  1876,  George  T.  Gorton  and  Miss 
Mahala  Colwell  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Gorton  was  born  Oct.  23,  1855,  in  Pawtucket,  then 
in  Massachusetts,  a daughter  of  William  H.  Col- 
well, of  Pawtucket.  She  has  borne  her  husband 
two  children,  viz.:  William,  born  Oct.  21,  1886, 
who  died  April  29,  T887;  and  Mahala  Colwell, 


born  IMarch  ii,  1892.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Gorton  are 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Pawtucket. 
In  December,  1907,  they  removed  to  their  present 
residence  at  the  corner  of  Hawes  and  Nickerson 
streets. 

HON.  GEORGE  ROBERT  LAWTON,  whose 
honorable  public  career  has  made  him  one  of  the 
best  known  men  of  the  State,  was  born  in  Tiver- 
ton, R.  L,  Dec.  31,  1858. 

Rhode  Island  has  been  the  home  of  the  Law- 
tons  since  almost  the  very  dawn  of  its  civilization. 
Something  like  270  years  ago  there  settled  at 
Portsmouth,  George  and  Thomas  Lawton,  wlrose 
posterity  have  ^ become  numerous  throughout  the 
country  at  large.  Within  the  State  especially 
numerous  were  their  descendants  in  the  old  home 
town  9f  Portsmouth  in  earlier  generations,  where, 
and  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Tiverton,  the  name 
today  represents  the  best  citizenship,  men  and 
women  of  noble  impulses  and  high  resolves. 

(I)  George  Lawton  was  early  at  Portsmouth, 
R.  L,  being  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  island 
of  Aquidneck  in  1638.  He  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
nine  persons  who  signed  the  compact  for  a body 
politic  in  1639.  He  had  forty  acres  of  land  granted 
to  him  in  1648,  near  to  that  of  his  brother 
Thomas,  and  in  that  same  year  he  was  a member 
of  the  Court  of  Trials.  He  was  made  a freeman 
in  1655,  and  was  Deputy  from  Portsmouth  in  1665, 
1672,  1675,  1676,  1679  and  1680.  He  was  assist- 
ant in  1680-81-82-83-84-85-88-89-90.  Mr.  Lawton 
also  served  .in  many  other  important  positions 
evidencing  his  capability  and  prominence  in  the 
town  and  colony.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Martha  Hazard.  i\Ir.  Lawton 
died  Oct.  5,  1693,  and  was  buried  in  bis  orchard. 
His  children  were:  Isabel,  John,  Mary,  George, 
Robert,  Susanna,  Ruth,  jMercy,  Job  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

(II)  George  Lawton  (2),  son  of  George,  mar- 
ried Jan.  17,  1677,  Naomi,  daughter  of  Bartholo- 
mew and  Ann  Hunt,  and  resided  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.  Air.  Lawton  died  Sept,  ii,  1697,  and  his 
widow  married  (second)  Oct.  ii,  1701,  Isaac  Law- 
ton.  George  Lawton’s  children  were : Elizabeth, 
born  Nov.  15,  1678;  George,  April  30,  1685;  Rob- 
ert, Oct.  14,  1688;  and  Job,  Jan.  22,  1692. 

(III)  George  Lawton  (3),  son  of  George.  (2), 
born  April  30,  1685,  married  Feb.  26,  1707,  Mary 
Gould,  of  Newport,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Gov.  Samuel  Cranston,  and  their  children  of 
Portsmouth  town  record  were : Robert,  born  Feb.  4, 
1707-08;  George,  April  20,  1710;  Job,  Dec.  28, 
1712  (died  Dec.  ii,  1713)  ; Job  (2),  April  26,  1717. 
Capt.  George  Lawton  died  April  ii,  1740. 

(I\^)  Robert  Lawton,  son  of  Capt.  George, 
born  Feb.  4,  1707-08,  married  Nov.  il,  1742,  Mary 
Hall,  daughter  of  William  Hall,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  Portsmouth  town  record  were : George, 
born  April  12,  1744;  Mary,  March  31,  1747;  Eliza- 
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beth,  July  4,  1750;  Phebe,  Alarch  30,  1752;  Robert, 
March  14,  1754;  William,  Dec.  26,  1755;  John, 
Nov.  4,  1757;  Ruth,  May  23,  1759;  Job,  May  8, 
1761  ; and  Parker,  April  7,  1764. 

(V)  Hon.  George  Lawton  (4),  son  of  Rob- 
ert, born  April  12,  1744,  was  a patriot  of  the  Revo- 
lution, serving,  in  1777,  as  a private  soldier  in  the 
Rhode  Island  regiment  commanded  by  Col.  John 
Cook,  and  while  the  command  was  on  duty  at 
Fogland  Ferry,  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Lawton  was 
wounded  in  the  leg  and  left  arm  by  a cannon  shot 
from  a British  ship,  lying  in  the  Seaconnet  river. 
On  April  10,  1766,  he  married  Ruth  Brownell, 
and  their  children  of  Portsmouth  town  record 
were:  Robert,  born  Jan.  22,  1767;  Thomas 

Brownell,  born  Sept.  16,  1768;  George,  born  June 
7,  1770;  Mary  H.,  born  April  5,  1772;  William, 
born  Sept.  16,  1774;  Joseph,  born  April  2,  1776; 
and  Ruth,  born  June  19,  1778.  Mr.  Lawton  may 
have  married  (second)  Anne,  by  whom  he  had  a 
daughter  Ruth,  born  Oct.  17,  1786. 

(VT)  George  Lawton  (5),  son  of  George  (4), 
born  June  7,  1770,  married  Jan.  31,  1808,  Patience 
Turner,  daughter  of  Robert  Lawton,  and  their 
children  of  Portsmouth  town  record  were : Rob- 
ert N.,  born  Oct.  7,  1808;  George  B.,  born  May  i, 
1810;  William  H.,  born  March  20,  1812;  and 

Moses  Turner,  born  Dec.  25,  1817.  There  was 
one  daughter,  Hannah  Turner,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Bowers  Brayton  of  Fall  River. 

(VII)  Moses  Turner  Lawton,  son  of  Capt. 
George  and  Patience  (Turner)  Lawton,  was  horn 
Dec.  25,  1817,  in  Portsmouth,  hut  as  his  father, 
Capt.  George  Lawton,  removed  to  Tiverton,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners,  soon  after 
the  birth  of  his  son,  he  naturally  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Tiverton,  considering  it  his  native  town. 

Mr.  Lawton  was  a man  of  genial  tempera- 
ment, a stanch  Republican,  though  never  an  active 
partisan.  He  belonged  to  the  coterie  of  the  old 
and  first  citizens  of  the  township.  Although  a man 
of  cpiiet  tastes,  his  pleasing  disposition  had  made 
many  friends  for  him  during  his  life  of  over  three- 
score years  and  ten.  He  married  Elizabeth  Til- 
linghast  Harris,  one  of  the  early  graduates  of  the 
Warren  Seminary,  of  W'arren,  R.  I.  He  died  Aug. 
26,  1893,  and  was  buried  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery 
in  Fall  River.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Lawton,  was  active 
in  church  and  educational  work,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  of  the  ladies  in  the  United  States  ever  to 
be  elected  upon  a school  hoard,  an  office  which  she 
filled  with  dignity  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
public.  Her  daughter,  i\Irs.  Barker,  now  holds  the 
same  office  very  acceptably,  namely,  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  school  committee  of  Tiverton.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lawton  were  horn  two  children,  George 
Robert ; and  Eliza  Harris,  who  married  Hon. 
Richard  Jackson  Barker,  mentioned  in  full  else- 
where. 

(VIII)  George  Robert  Lawton,  only  son  of 
Moses  Turner  Lawton,  was  born  in  the  town  of 


Tiverton,  Dec.  31,  1858.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  private  schools 
of  hall  River.  He  became  bookkeeper  for  Joseph 
Church  & Co.,  of  Maine,  and  later  was  head  book- 
keeper for  the  Durfee  Mills,  at  Fall  River,  Mass., 
where  he  spent  the  following  six  years.  He  had 
a decided  taste  for  bookkeeping,  and  he  determined 
to  give  his  entire  time  to  that  work,  perfecting 
himself  in  that  profession  at  every  point.  When  he 
left  the  Durfee  Mills  it  was  to  become  a public  ac- 
countant and  auditor,  and  his  field  covers  manv 
parts  of  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  New  York 
and  other  States.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Public  Accountants  of  New 
\ ork  City,  and  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Public 
Accountants. 

Mr.  Lawton  s social  and  fraternal  connections  • 
are  numerous.  He  is  a member  of  the  Quequechan 
Club  at  Fall  River;  the  Boston  Athletic  Club,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ; the  Republican  Club  of  New  York ; 
and  the  Rhode  Island  Chapter,  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  In  Masonic  circles  he  belongs  to 
King  Philip  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  Fall  River;  Washington  Commanderv, 
Newport;  and  Palestine  Temple,  ]ylystic  Shrine, 
of  Providence. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Lawton  is  an  un- 
swerving Republican,  and  in  1907  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Commit- 
tee. He  served  as  a member  of  the  council  at 
Tiverton,  and  was  for  many  years,  its  president; 
in  1895  elected  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 

lature, serving  in  that  body  until  1899,  and  being 
a member  of  the  committees  on  Fisheries,  Special 
Legislation  and  Corporations.  In  1899  he  was 
elected  State  Senator  for  the  town  of  Tiverton, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Senate  until  1905,  being 
chairman  of  the  committees  on  Corporations  and 
Elections.  In  1907  he  was  again  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate from  Tiverton.  He  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Utter  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties and  Corrections,  and  he  was  also  a member  of 
the  Returning  Board.  Mr.  Lawton  is  well-known, 
and  he  is  a man  highly  respected  in  every  walk 
of  life. 

On  June  8,  1899,  i\Ir.  Lawton  was  married  at 
Tiverton,  R.  I.,  to  Miss  Calista  Church,  daughter 
of  the  late  Capt.  Daniel  T.  Church.  They  have  one 
child,  Helen,  born  Nov.  14,  1900. 

COL.  FRANK  SMITH  ARNOLD,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  is  a descendant  in 
the  eighth  generation  from  (I)  William  Arnold,- 
the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  his  line 
of  descent  being  through  (11)  Stephen,  (HI)  Is- 
rael to  (IV)  Elisha. 

(IV)  Elisha  Arnold,  horn  about  1687,  married 
Dec.  9,  1709,  Hannah  Carpenter,  daughter  of  Tim- 
othy, and  their  children  of  Warwick  town  record 
were:  William,  born  April  ii,  1710;  Mary,  June 
II,  1712;  Elisha,  Nov.  25,  1713;  Joseph,  March  2, 
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1716;  Nathaniel,  Sept.  15.  1717;  James,  Sept.  30, 
1719;  Israel,  i\lay  15,  1721;  Thomas,  INIay  25, 
1724;  Hannah,  March  24,  1727;  and  John,  April 

27.  1731- 

(V)  William  Arnold,  born  April  ii,  1710,  mar- 
ried ^lay  6,  1733,  Phebe,  daughter  of  Thomas  Staf- 
ford, and  their  children  of  Warwick  town  record 
were:  Ann,  born  x^pril  2,  1734;  Job,  Sept^  26, 
1736;  William,  Aug.  4,  1738;  Thomas,  Oct.  26, 
1740;  and  Benedict,  Jan.  5,  1742. 

(\T)  Capt.  Thomas  Arnold,  born  Oct.  26, 
1740,  married  April  14,  1768,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Major  Preserved  Pierce,  of  East  Greenwich,  and 
their  children  were:  Ereelove,  born  Oct.  18,  1768; 
Elizabeth,  Aug.  13,  1775 ; Thomas  Pierce,  Oct.  17, 
1778;  Isaac  Alleton,  Aug.  23,  1780;  Sarah  Ann, 
Aug.  30,  1784;  and  William  Rice,  Oct.  9,  1787. 

(\TI)  William  Rice  Arnold,  born  Oct.  9,  1787, 
in  Apponaug,  in  the  town  of  East  Greenwich,  R. 
I.,  married  Sept.  12,  1850,  Louisa  Smith.  He  was 
an  expert  accountant  in  Providence,  and  was  the 
originator  and  owner  of  “Prof.  Arnold’s  Wizard 
Gold  Dust.” 

(VIII)  Col.  Frank  Smith  Arnold,  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Louisa  (Smith)  Arnold,  was  born  at  New 
London,  Conn.,  July  31,  1854.  He  was  graduated 
at  Mowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School 
in  Providence  in  June,  1872.  He  was  then  a cadet 
at  West  Point,  but  owing  to  defective  eye  sight  did 
not  complete  his  course,  and  after  a year’s  rest  at 
home,  he  entered  the  office  of  Thurston  & Ripley, 
with  whom  he  studied  three  years.  On  Feb.  8, 
1878,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  he  at  once  began  practice,  making  a specialty 
of  corporation  law,  and  for  sixteen  years  he  was 
counsel  for  the  New  York  & New  England  Rail- 
road Company,  after  which  time  he  was  counsel 
for  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad 
Co.,  as  well  as  many  other  corporations,  in  the 
conduct  of  whose  business  he  has  gained  distinc- 
tion. He  has  practiced  extensively  in  the  muni- 
cipal, State  and  Federal  Courts,  and  before  the 
Legislature,  a most  remarkable  fact  being  that  in 
all  the  railroad  legislation  before  the  General  As- 
sembly he  never  was  beaten.  Col.  Arnold’s  un- 
flagging zeal  and  distinguished  ability  have  char- 
acterized his  many  vears  of  lucrative  practice.  He 
has  always  performed  well  the  duties  of  a good 
citizen,  and  has  lent  his  aid  and  influence  to  all 
movements  for  the  public  welfare. 

Col.  Arnold  is  prominent  in  social  and  mili- 
tary circles,  and  was  assistant  quartermaster  gen- 
eral of  the  State  for  five  years.  In  June,  1877,  he 
was  elected  major  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry, which  office  he  held  until  June,  1882,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1895,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
friends,  he  became  colonel  of  the  United  Company 
of  the  Train  of  Artillery,  the  “crack”  military  or- 
ganization of  the  State.  Immediately  upon  receiv- 
ing the  command  he  obtained  an  appropriation 
of  $2,000  from  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of 


renovating  the  old  armory  of  the  organization,  and 
under  his  management  the  Company  was  recruited 
to  its  full  strength,  and  two  additional  companies 
formed. 

In  1884  Col.  Arnold  was  elected  a member  of 
the  city  council  for  the  old  Ninth  ward,  and  was 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Goddard  plan  for  termi- 
nal facilities.  He  is  a member  of  tbe  Bar  Club, 
the  Union  Club,  Providence  Athletic  Association 
and  was  historian  of  the  Providence  Marine  Corps 
of  Artillery,  He  was  counsel  for  the  Guarantors 
Finance  Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and 
for  the  Sea  Mew  Railroad  Company,  On  Jan.  5, 
1905-  Col.  Arnold  was  stricken  with  paralysis  and 
since  then  has  not  actively  engaged  in  practice. 

Col.  Arnold  married  Nellie  A.,  daughter  of 
Davis  G.  Hopkins,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
sons : 

(1)  Louis  \'alentine,  born  May  4,  1880,  gradu- 
ated from  Alowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical 
School,  and  from  Rhode  Island  College,  Provi- 
dence, and  is  now  steward  of  the  estates  of  Col.  Ol- 
iver H.  Payne,  of  New  York. 

(2)  Davis  Gorham,  born  June  12,  1883,  gradu- 
ated from  the  grammar  and  high  school,  and  from 
Cheltenham  Military  Academy,  Pa.,  in  1902.  He 
is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  served  during  the  coal  strike 
trouble  in  that  State.  For  a time  he  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Philadelphia,  and  later  was 
private  secretary  to  Charles  A.  Sudlow,  president 
of  the  Interstate  Life  Assurance  Company  of  In- 
dianapolis, being  located  in  St.  Louis  for  ten 
months.  He  belonged  to  Battery  A,  while  in  Mis- 
souri. During  the  time  he  was  in  the  insurance 
business  he  began  the  study  of  law,  afterward  con- 
tinuing his  studies  in  his  father’s  office,  and  in  that 
of  Tillinghast  &' Murdock,  of  Providence,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Rhode  Island  May  9,  1907. 
On  June  12,  1905,  he  married  Gladys  Records  Pot- 
ter, daughter  of  William  S.  Potter,  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Tillinghast  Records.  They  have 
one  child,  Frances  Potter,  born  July  19,  1906. 

I 

PLACE.  The  Providence-Glocester-Smithfield 
branch  of  the  Place  family  of  ancient  Providence 
descends  from  Enoch  Place,  who  was  at  Dorches- 
ter, Mass.,  as  early  as  1657.  In  November  of  that 
year  he  was  married,  the  name  of  his  wife  being 
Sarah.  iSIr.  Place  was  an  inhabitant  of  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  in  1663,  and  in  1671  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  Rhode  Island.  He  died  in  1695,  his  will 
being  made  and  proved  in  that  year.  At  this  time 
he  called  himself -sixty-four  years  of  age.  He  men- 
tions his  wife  Sarah,  and  children  Enoch,  Peter, 
Thomas,  Joseph  and  Sarah. 

Peter  Place,  son  of  Enoch,  married  (first)  in 
1685,  Sarah  Steere,  and  (second)  Mrs.  Mary  Bow- 
ditch,  a widow.  i\Ir.  Place  was  of  Providence,  but 
some  time  after  his  marriage  located  in  that  part 
of  Glocester,  now  Smithfield.  His  residence  was 
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in  the  district  called  W'yankeake,  but  later  he  lo- 
cated in  the  neighborhood  of  Harmony.  He  was 
ordained  about  1700  as  an  elder  of  the  Six  Prin- 
ciple Baptist  Church,  and  officiated  in  Smitlffield 
and  Glocester.  He  died  July  6,  1735,  and  his 
widow  i\Iay  25,  1745,  in  Smithfield.  His  children 
were:  Sarah,  born  Nov.  12,  1686;  Nathan,  Nov. 
4,  1688;  Penelope,  ]\Iay  18,  1691;  Hannah,  Aug. 
6>,i693;  Aminetta,  Sept.  16,  1695;  Dinah,  Feb.  10, 
1697,  married  Hay  28,  1795,  John  Place;  Ruth, 
born  Oct.  7,  1700;  and  Joseph,  born  June  29,  1706. 

Jose]^)h  Place,  son  of  Peter,  born  June  29,  1706, 
^resided  in  Smitlffield,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  farmer.  He  married  Amey  Reach,  who  was  of 
diminutive  size,  and  was  widely  known  as  a phy- 
sician, this  being  a natural  gift.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Joseph,  Daniel  and  Reuben. 

Reuben  Place,  son  of  Joseph,  was  a farmer  and 
resided  for  many  years  after  his  marriage  on  the 
farm  occupied  by  his  grandson,  the  late  Allen  S. 
Place,  located  at  what  is  now  about  one  and 
one-half  miles  north  of  Harmony.  Later  in  life 
Reuben  Place  removed  to  the  Evans  neighborhood 
near  the  old  “Stone  IMill,”  and  there  resided  until 
his  death,  March  13,  1850,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  He  was  a spry  and  active  man  until  he  re- 
ceived a fall  while  working  on  his  farm,  this  being 
the  direct  cause  of  his  death.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Evans  private  cemetery  in  the  locality  referred  to. 
Reuben  Place  was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  He 
was  married  (first)  to  Mehetable  Evans,  and  they 
had  one  son.  Duty.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah 
Steere,  and  she  bore  bim  eleven  children.  He  mar- 
ried (third)  Catherine  Saunders,  who  survived  him 
a few  months,  dying  Sept.  15,  1850. 

Duty  Place,  son  of  Reuben,  was  born  in  Gloces- 
ter, Nov.  25,  1783.  and  was  a farmer  and  cooper. 
In  his  early  life  he  resided  in  Foster,  later  in  Smith- 
field,  but  for  over  fifty  years  his  home  was  in  Che- 
pachet,  where  he  died  Nov.  13,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
103  years,  and  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  “The 
Plains,”  north  of  Chepachet,  on  the  road  to  Oak- 
land. He  retained  all  his  faculties  except  his 
hearing,  and  had  his  second  sight.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
at  Chepachet,  and  attended  services  as  long 
as  he  was  able  to.  He  was  married  (first)  Oct. 
14,  1804,  to  Martha  Place,  born  Sept.  8,  1781 ; she 
died  iSIarch  12,  1814.  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Nancy,  born  May  27,  1806,  who  married  Allen 
Lott,  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  died  leaving  descendants ; and  Horatio  N.  F., 
born  Oct.  12,  1809.  Duty  Place  married  (second) 
in  1815,  Sarah  Pooke,  of  Smithfield,  born  April 
30,  1793:  she  died  Jan.  10,  1878.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  were:  iMary  A.,  born  May  31,  1816, 
married  Barton  \ffillett,  and  resided  at  Blackstone, 
Mass.,  and  later  at  Glocester,  R.  I.,  where  he  died, 
and  she  later  removed  to  L’xbridge,  Mass.,  where 
her  death  occurred:  Martha,  born  Aug.  19,  1818, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months ; Edward,  born 
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Aug.  5,  1820,  married  (first)  Dorcas  Davis,  and 
(second)  Jemima  Davis,  and  resides  in  Chepachet ; 
Caroline  F.,  born  March  30,  1822,  married  Benja- 
min Reach,  a carpenter,  and  resided  in  Chepachet, 
where  she  died  Sept.  4,  1850;  Sarah  E.,  born  Dec. 
28,  1825,  married  Isaac  S.  Andrews,  and  resides  at 
Apponaug,  R.  I. ; Reuben  A.’,  born  Feb.  2^,  1828, 
married  Frances  Nichols  of  Lowell,  Mass., 'and  re- 
sides at  East  Douglas,  Mass.,  engaged  in  farming ; 
Susan  H.,  born  Feb.  25,  1828  (twin  of  Reuben  A.), 
married  Stephen  H.  Moss,  and  died  at  Shrewsbury, 
iMass. ; Amey  A.,  born  Jan.  19,  1830,  married  Na- 
than Young,  and  resided  at  Chepachet,  dying  at 
Lxbridge,  Mass.;  and  Duty,  born  Alarch  19,  1833, 
married  (first)  Amanda  Aldrich,  and  (second)  Al- 
zada  Sheldon,  and  resided  at  Chepachet,  where  he 
died  Dec.  28,  1907. 

Horatio  Nelson  Field  Place,  eldest  son  of  Duty, 
was  born  Oct.  12,  1809,  in  Glocester,  and  followed 
farming  and  teaming.  In  his  early  married  life  he 
resided  in  his  native  town,  later  removing  to  Green- 
ville, but  subseciuently  returning  to  Glocester,  and 
was  residing  at  Harmony  when  his  death  occurred 
Aug.  II,  1889.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemeterv 
there.  He  married  Mrs.  Cynthia  (Winsor)  Aid- 
rich,  born  June  12,  1801,  daughter  of  William 
Winsor,  of  Johnson,  and  she  died  May  5,  1888. 
Their  children  were : William  Henry ; George  Le- 
ander  was  a carpenter  and  resided  at  Providence, 
where  he  married  (first)  Adeline  Patt,  had  one 
son  Everett  (who  resides  in  Providence),  and  (sec- 
ond) Emily  Dodge,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter, 
Mabel ; Cyrus  Winsor  is  a cabinet  maker  and  re- 
sides in  the  Olneyville  section,  where  he  married 
Sophia  A.  Reach,  and  has  two  children,  Alarion 
A.  and  Winfred  A. ; and  Cynthia  Maria  married 
James  Coman,  and  died  in  Glocester,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Cynthia  Maria,  now  the  wife  of  Mahlon 
Gowdy. 

William  Henry  Place,  born  March  14,  1836,  in 
Glocester,  son  of  Horatio  N.  F.,  remained  at  home 
until  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  located 
in  Providence  and  learned  the  trade  of  builder  with 
William  Wardwell.  He  followed  his  trade  as  a 
journeyman  for  a time  and  became  a skilled  mill- 
wright, doing  a great  deal  of  work  for  the  Sprague 
mills.  He  was  employed  in  Augusta,  Maine,  when 
the  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  navy  as 
carpenter’s  mate,  being  for  a time  on  the  ship  “Al- 
batross,” and  was  later  transferred  to  the  “Pensa- 
cola.” While  on  the  latter  vessel  in  St.  Andrews 
Bay,  Fla.,  in  1862,  he  was  injured,  and  a short  time 
later  was  discharged  for  disability,  after  having 
served  the  government  for  about  one  year.  Re- 
turning to  Providence,  Air.  Place  was  for  some 
months  unable  to  do  any  work,  but  on  his  recovery 
located  for  a time  at  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  later, 
in  Providence,  was  foreman  for  Batchelder  & Gor- 
ton, contractors  and  builders.  In  1868  he  went  to 
Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  was  foreman  of  the  pat- 
tern shop  of  the  Richmond  Stove  Company,  until 


1 104 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1871.  In  the  latter  year  he  accepted  a like  posi- 
tion with  the  Silver  Lake  Foundry  at  Providence, 
continuing  with  the  latter  concern  until  1875.  He 
then  began  a contracting  and  building  business, 
doing  a great  deal  of  work  in  the  Olneyville  sec- 
tion, and  following  this  occupation  the  rest  of  his 
active  life,  being  very  successful  in  his  business. 
On  iMay  ii,  1901,  Mr.  Place  died  after  a long  ill- 
ness, and  was  buried  in  the  Pocasset  cemetery.  He 
was  a Republican  in  ])olitics,  and  while  a resident 
of  Johnston  served  as  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil and  on  the  board  of  assessors.  He  was  much 
interested  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Slocum  Post,  No.  10.  He  was  an  enthusi- 
astic member  of  Farragut  Association  of  Naval  Get- 
erans  No.  ii,  being  one  of  the  organizers  and  its 
first  commander.  He  held  office  in  the  National 
Naval  X'eterans’  Association.  He  was  a member 
for  many  years,  until  his  death,  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  at  Olneyville. 

Mr.  Place  was  married  in  Glocester,  to  Adelaide 
Josephine  Steere,  born  Nov.  27,  1837,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Smith  and  Sarah  Ann  (Aldrich)  Steere, 
and  she  died  Xlay  6,  1903,  mother  of  one  son, 
Waldo  Milton. 

Waij^o  Milton  Pl.vce  was  born  Oct.  13,  1859, 
in  Glocester,  at  the  home  of  his  grandfather  Steere 
on  Page  Hill,  during  the  temporary  residence  of 
his  mother  there.  He  was  a small  boy  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
town,  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  Providence,  and  was 
comjileted  at  the  famous  Xlt.  Pleasant  Academy, 
presided  over  by  Jenckes  Xlowry,  which  he  at- 
tended for  eight  years.  In  December,  1879,  he  be- 
came a bookkeeper  in  the  Atlantic  Xlill,'  a short 
time  after  it  had  been  started  after  the  Sprague  fail- 
ure, and  held  that  position  until  1884,  when  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  poor  health.  In 
1890,  on  his  recovery,  he  became  a substitute  book- 
keeper at  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  and  in 
that  fall  was  elected  tax  collector  in  Johnston. 
Again,  in  the  summer  of  1891,  he  took  his  position 
with  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  becoming  a 
regular  bookkeeper  in  the  year  of  1892.  In  1893 
Xlr.  Place,  at  two  elections,  received  a plurality  of 
votes  for  the  office  of  town  clerk  of  Johnston,  and 
was  finally  elected  by  the  town  council,  but  refused 
to  qualify.  On  July  i,  1895,  he  was  elected  sec- 
retary of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  a position 
he  held  until  January,  1900,  when  he  was  elected 
assistant  treasurer,  and  in  January,  1908,  was 
elected  treasurer.  Mr.  Place  is  a Republican,  and 
in  1905  and  1906,  served  as  representative  from 
Providence  to  the  General  Assembly. 

]Mr.  Place  is  past  master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
No.  T,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  member  of  Providence 
Chapter  and  Providence  Council,  and  in  1906  was 
elected  commander  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  No. 
I,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a member  of  Pal- 
estine Temple,  Mystic  Shrine. 


CARPENTER  (Cranston-Providence  family). 
Since  the  days  of  the  early  Roger  Williams  period, 
two  hundred  and  sixty  and  more  years  ago,  this 
branch  of  the  Rhode  island  Carpenter  family  has 
been  continuous  in  the  territory  in  and  about  Provi- 
dence and  Cranston.  The  forerunner  here,  himself 
a prominent  man  of  the  locality  named,  an  as- 
sociate of  Roger  Williams,  left  a posterity  which 
through  the  intervening  generations  have  sustained 
the  family  name  and  reputation.  They  have  mar- 
ried into  a number  of  the  first  families  of  Rhode 
Island,  among  them  the  distinguished  Greene 
family  of  Warwick,  the  Arnold,  Harris  and  An- 
thony families,  all  prominent  and  as  well  ancient 
families  of  this  Commonwealth.  For  something 
like  fifty  years  the  Carpenters  and  Arnolds  of 
Cranston  were  the  largest  land  owners  and  chief 
taxpayers  of  their  community. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  refer  briefly 
to  the  life  and  lineage  of  the  late  Earl  Carpenter, 
long  an  active  and  successful  business  man  of 
Providence,  through  whose  liberality  the  monu- 
ment which  stands  on  the  old  Carpenter  plantation 
in  the  town  of  Cranston,  to  the  memory  of  the 
immigrant  and  some  of  his  descendants,  was  erected 
forty  and  more  years  ago,  and  some  of  whose  de- 
scendants are  yet  active  in  the  business  and  social 
life  of  Providence. 

(I)  William  Carpenter,  son  of  Richard,  of 
Amesbury,  Wiltshire,  England,  married  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1611  at  Cheselbourne,  Dorsetshire, 
England,  daughter  of  William  and  Christiana 
(Peak)  Arnold,  and  shortly  thereafter  left  for 
America.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Eirst  Baptist  Church  established  in  this 
country,  at  Providence,  and  of  the  settlement  at 
Pawtuxet,  some  four  miles  southerly  from  Provi- 
dence, which  later  became  Cranston.  The  Car- 
penters it  is  believed  came  to  this  country  with  the 
Arnolds,  who  came  to  Hingham,  Xlass.,  in  1635, 
and  to  Providence  a little  later.  Here  at  Paw- 
tuxet i\Ir.  Carpenter  lived  and  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  and  was  prominent  in  that  com- 
munity. He  was  elected  to  the  General  Court  in 
1658  and  re-elected  for  the  following  five  years. 
He  also  represented  his  town  in  that  body  in 
1665-66-67-68-69-70-71.  He  was  chosen  assistant 
in  1672  and  deputy  again  in  1679.  During  King 
Philip’s  war  his  house  was  attacked  by  the  Indians 
and  set  fire  to ; one  of  his  sons,  William,  was  killed ; 
he  also  lost  many  of  his  sheep,  etc.  His  children 
were:  Joseph,  Lydia,  Ephraim.  Timothy.  XX’il- 
liam,  Priscilla,  Silas  and  Benjamin. 

(II)  Benjamin  Carpenter,  born  not  far  from 
1651,  at  Pawtuxet,  married  Mary,  born  in  1661, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast,  and  became 
a prominent  man  in  the  Colony.  He  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  from  1^3  to  1699,  and  his 
name  is  often  of  record  in  connection  with  import- 
ant j)ublic  affairs.  He  possessed  a large  estate. 
He  died  March  3,  ifio-ii.  His  children  were: 
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William,  Joseph,  Benjamin  and  Mary  or  Mercy. 

(Ill)  Benjamin  Carpenter  (2),  born  in  1693, 
married  (first)  Barbara,  daughter  of  Israel  and 
Mary  (Barker)  Arnold,' (second)  Mercy,  daughter 
of  Oliver  Carpenter,  and  (third)  Prudence  Kings- 
ley. ]\Ir.  Carpenter  was  a farmer  at  Pawtuxet 
and  for  a time  lived  in  Providence.  He  died  Dec. 
16,  1766.  His  widow.  Prudence,  died  July  29, 
1801,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  His  children  were: 
Barbara;  Alercy ; Olive;  Benjamin;  Nathaniel; 
Elisha ; Kingsley,  and  Daniel. 

(I\0  Nathaniel  Carpenter,  born  Feb.  23, 
1744,  in  Pawtuxet,  married  iSIarch  26,  1772,  De- 
liverance Greene,  born  July  22,  1751,  daughter  of 
Elisha  Greene,  who  was  a descendant  of  Surgeon 
John  Greene  (a  great  grandson  of  Robert  Greene, 
of  Gillingham,  County  of  Dorset,  England),  who 
came  to  America  and  settled  at  Shawomet,  now 
Warwick,  R.  I.,  and  became  the  founder  of  one  of 
the  most  prominent  families  in  Rhode  Island.  Sur- 
geon John  Greene  settled  first  at  Salem,  Mass., 
where  he  was  associated  with  Roger  Williams,  and 
followed  him  in  1636-37  to  Providence.  From 
Surgeon  John  Greene  the  lineage  of  Deliverance 
(Greene)  Carpenter  was  through  James,  James 
(2),  Elisha  and  Elisha  Greene  (2). 

Nathaniel  Carpenter  was  a farmer  of  the  town 
of  Cranston,  where  he  died  Aug.  12,  1828.  His 
wife  Deliverance  died  April  24,  1821.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Daniel,  born  Aug.  4,  1773;  James, 
born  March  15,  1775;  Job,  born  Dec.  13,  1776; 
George,  born  March  29,  1780;  Abby,  born  in  1782; 
Deliverance,  born  June  2,  1785;  Nathaniel,  born 
June  2,  1785;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  17,  1787;  and 
Earl,  born  March  21  (or  24),  1794. 

(V)  E-Arl  Carpenter,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born 
March  24  (or  21),  1794,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  married 
Oct.  26,  1821,  Sarah  A.  Harris,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Catherine  (Greene)  Harris,  of  that  town, 
and  a descendant  of  William  Harris,  one  of  the 
five  companions  of  Roger  \\dlliams  in  the  found- 
ing of  Providence,  1636. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
alternating  in  his  boyhood,  until  eighteen  years  old, 
in  assisting  with  the  farm  work  and  in  attendance 
at  the  neighborhood  school.  At  eighteen  he  gave 
his  attention  for  a time  to  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
and  when  about  twenty  commenced  his  business 
career  in  Providence  in  the  grocery  trade.  His 
place  of  business  was  on  Market  Square  and  was 
reached  and  his  business  damaged  by  the  memor- 
able high  waters  and  gale  of  September,  1815. 
Later  on,  in  about  1820,  he  began  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  spruce  beer  as  an  adjunct  to  his  grocery 
business.  For  a period  in  1819-20  he  had  a brief 
experience  as  the  proprietor  of  an  oyster  house  and 
restaurant  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  though  retaining  his 
Providence  business.  This  introduction  of  what 
has  since  been  known  as  ‘‘Carpenter’s  Beer” 
brought  about  the  extensive  ice  business  long  car- 
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ried  on  by  :\Ir.  Carpenter  himself  and  later  by  him- 
self and  sons.  The  senior  i\Ir.  Carpenter  began 
storing  ice  for  beer  purposes  in  1822,  in  which 
year  he  purchased  land  adjacent  to  Benedict’s 
pond,  and  built  thereon  a small  storage  house. 
This  led  to  supplying  others  with  ice.  "His  busi- 
ness gradually  increased  and  called  for  additional 
or  larger  storehouses.  He  rented  another  and  built 
two  additional  ones  at  Dexter’s  pond.  The  in- 
creased demand  led  him,  in  1849,  to  build  the  fine 
ice  houses  on  the  southeast  side  of  Mashapaug 
pond.  In  these  houses  he  used  steam-power  in  the 
elevation  of  ice  from  the  water,  and  was  among 
the  first  in  the  country  to  introduce  steam  for  this 
purpose.  In  the  early  fifties  he  built  two  more 
houses  for  the  storage  of  ice  at  Randall’s  pond,  in 
North  Providence.  :\Ir.  Carpenter  in  1854  as- 
sociated with  him  his  two  sons  in  the  business, 
which  for  many  years  was  carried  on  under  the  firm 
name  of  Earl  Carpenter  & Sons.  One  of  the  sons 
died  soon  after  entering  the  firm,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  father  the  business  was  continued 
by  the  surviving  son,  Charles  Earl  Carpenter.  The 
capacity  of  ice  storage,  which  at  the  beginning  of 
the  business  was  300  tons,  reached  68,000  tons. 

In  1827  the  senior  iMr.  Carpenter  removed  his 
grocery  business  to  the  “Union  Building,”  in 
which  it  and  the  ice  business  were  conducted  until 
in  1855,  ’when  the  grocery  department  was  dis- 
continued, but  the  ice  office  remained  there  until 
1901. 

From  1820  to  1837  Mr.  Earl  Carpenter  was 
also  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business,  his  lo- 
cation being  on  Canal  street.  In  this  as  in  the 
ice  business,  he  succeeded.  His  restaurant  was 
well  patronized.  It  was  here  that  he  met  many 
people  and  through  his  many  agreeable  character- 
istics he  was  popularly  known  throughout  the  com- 
munity. 

In  his  earlier  life  i\Ir.  Carpenter  gave  con- 
siderable time  and  took  great  interest  in  military 
affairs  and  served  as  captain  of  a company.  On 
LaFayette’s  visit  to  Providence,  in  1824,  he  was 
colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia.  From  June, 
1841,  to  June,  1842,  he  was  a member  of  the 
common  council  of  Providence.  He  served  several 
years  as  fire  warden.  His  fellow-citizens  were 
ready  to  bestow  upon  him  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, but  he  could  not  be  induced  to  accept 
them.  He  was  one  of  the  first  share  holders  and 
directors  in  the  Traders’  Bank,  organized  in  1836, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  been  its  president 
for  more  than  twenty-two  years.  He  was  also  a 
director  of  the  Providence  iMutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  In  his  religious  belief  Mr.  Carpenter 
was  a Universalist,  though  not  a member  of  the 
church.  He  was,  however,  a member,  and  a use- 
ful one,  often  an  officer,  for  some  twenty  years  of 
the  First  Universalist  Society  of  Providence,  regu- 
lar in  his  attendance  upon  religious  services.  He 
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died  at  his  home  in  Providence,  Feb.  lO,  1863. 
His  widow  passed  away  July  25,  1867. 

Mr.  Carpenter  possessed  a fine  physique  and 
was  active  and  vigorous  in  a large  degree.  He 
loved  outdoor  sports,  such  as  hunting  and  fishing. 
He  was  cheerful  and  generous,  and  while  not 
wealthy  he  was  possessed  of  a competence  and  at  his 
pleasant  home  dispensed  a generous  hospitality.  He 
was  prompt  in  all  of  his  engagements. 

The  children  born  to  IMr.  and  INIrs.  Carpenter 
were:  Albert  Greene,  born  July  24,  1822;  Charles 
Earl,  born  June  22,  1824;  Joseph  Harris,  born  Feb. 
20,  1826;  Nathaniel  Greene,  born  in  1828;  and 
Sarah  Clarke,  born  Jan.  18,  1830,  who  married 
Sept.  15,  1851,  David  Chase  Anthony,  of  Somerset, 
Mass.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  iSIrs. 
Anthony,  namely:  Earl  Carpenter  Anthony, 

Sarah  Ann  Harris  Anthony,  Gardner  Chase  An- 
thony and  David  Chase  Anthony,  the  latter  of 
whom  is  a resident  of  Providence,  R.  I.  David 
Chase  Anthony,  the  father,  died  Sept  5,  1871. 

CHARLES  E.  CARPENTER,  son  of  Earl  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Harris)  Carpenter,  died  June  28,  1898. 
In  past  years  he  had  been  prominent  in  the  public 
life  of  Providence  and  in  a lesser  degree  in  the  pub- 
lic life  of  the  State,  but  it  was  in  his  connection  with 
church  and  public  charities  and  philanthropic  and 
veteran  societies  that  he  was  best  known  in  the 
last  few  years  of  his  life.  Always  prominent  in 
the  church,  he  carried  the  teachings  of  humanity 
to  mankind  into  all  his  associations. 

Mr.  Carpenter  had  seen  the  city  grow  from  a 
small  country  town  to  the  second  municipality  in 
New  England,  and  had  aided  in  that  growth  and 
rise.  It  was  due  in  great  part  to  his  energy  and 
far-sightedness  that  Pawtuxet  water  was  intro- 
duced, and  he  served  as  one  of  the  first  water 
commissioners.  He  was  one  of  the  first  advocates 
of  the  steam  fire  department,  and  put  up  the  first 
fire  alarm  telegraph  in  the  city,  building  it  himself. 
Throughout  his  long  career  in  the  city  council  and 
the  General  Assembly  he  stood  for  progress. 

Born  in  Providence  June  22,  1824,  Mr.  Car- 
penter had  always  lived  there.  He  carried  on 
after  the  death  of  his  father  and  for  some  time 
before,  in  fact,  the  great  ice  business  established 
from  such  humble  beginnings  several  years  before 
the  date  of  his  birth.  He  attended  a number  of 
schools  and  at  one  time  was  a classmate  of  George 
\\'illiam  Curtis,  the  most  famous  of  Rhode  Island 
authors.  His  first  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Mahala 
Dyer,  in  the  second  story  rear  of  a long  building 
still  standing  on  Richmond  street,  southeast  of 
Clifford.  Then  he  went  to  Mr.  Willard's  school, 
in  the  New  Market  huilding,  at  Weybosset  street 
and  Pawtuxet  road,  now  Broad  street.  The 
.cholera  scare  of  that  year,  1832,  broke  up  that 
school.  Dr.  Benjamin  Pettis  was  his  next  teacher. 
In  the  building  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Mathew- 
son  and  Chapel  streets.  Luther  Ainsworth,  a noted 


teacher,  was  his  next  master,  in  the  school  on 
Orange  street.  For  five  years  he  was  under 
Thomas  C.  Hartshorn,  in  the  brick  school-house 
on  the  rear  of  the  lot  where  the  First  Universalist 
Church  stood,  on  Westminster  street — the  present 
site  of  the  Boston  Store.  After  the  Dorr  war  he 
began  to  study  with  ^Merrick  Lyon,  in  the  old  Peter 
F'erris  school  building,  on  the  south  side  of  Water- 
man street,  300  feet  from  Benefit,  with  the  intention 
of  fitting  for  Brown  University.  He  finished  his 
education  at  this  school  and  never  went  to  college, 
but  at  once  entered  business  with  his  father,  in 
1844.  In  1854  his  father  sold  a one-third  interest 
to  each  of  the  two  sons.  The  other  brother  died 
sixty-eight  days  later,  and  Charles  E.  Carpenter 
carried  on  the  work  alone  from  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1863  to  1869.  In  that  year  he  admitted 
his  brother-in-law,  David  C.  Anthony,  to  an  equal 
interest.  Mr.  Anthony  died  in  1871,  and  Mr.  Car- 
penter carried  on  the  business  alone  until  January, 
1882,  when  he  admitted  his  son,  Albert  G.  Car- 
penter, his  nephew,  Earl  Carpenter  Anthony,  and 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Bullock.  He  gave  up 
active  interest  in  the  business  in  1884. 

Beginning  with  the  days  of  the  old  volunteer 
hand  engines,  Mr.  Carpenter  took  a great  interest 
in  the  fire  department  of  the  city  and  was  active 
in  the  management  and  extension  in  its  earlier  days 
of  the  establishment  of  a paid  fire  department.  He 
was  for  a number  of  years  clerk  of  Union  Fire 
Engine  Company  No.  3,  and  was  later  its  fore- 
man or  captain.  He  was  for  many  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  fire  wards,  exercising  a power 
and  position  somewhat  resembling  that  of  the  board 
of  fire  commissioners  of  to-day.  He  joined  Union 
No.  3,  in  August,  1843,  the  house  of  the  company 
then  being  on  Broad  street  below  Eddy  (then 
called  Pleasant)  street.  He  served  five  years  as 
clerk  and  one  year  as  foreman.  His  last  fire  duty 
was  as  clerk  of  the  company  for  a year,  after  the 
organization  of  the  paid  fire  department.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  establishment  of  the 
present  waterworks  system,  and  was  made  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  board  of  water  commissioners, 
serving  from  Sept.  27,  1869,  to  November,  1876, 
with  Moses  B.  Lockwood  and  Joseph  J.  Cooke, 
on  the  construction  of  the  present  waterworks. 
He  had  been  interested  in  the  Carpenter  fountain, 
which  had  been  established  by  his  father  and  which, 
like  the  Field  Fountain  and  the  Rawson  fountain, 
furnished  water  to  the  lower  portions  of  the  city 
through  long  wooden  pipes.  The  Carpenter  foun- 
tain was  located  on  Fountain  street  below  Dean. 
The  site  of  the  Field  fountain  is  now  occupied  by 
the  laundry  building  of  the  Women’s  City  Mission- 
ary Society,  standing  on  the  lot  on  Clifford  street 
near  Claverick.  The  Rawson  fountain  was  on  a 
lot  in  Fountain  street  below  Dean.  These  old 
fountains  served  their  purpose  and  for  a time 
supplied  the  city  with  needed  water.  But  Mr. 
Carpenter  foresaw  that  they  would  soon  be  in- 
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sufficient,  and  it  uas  largely  through  his  efforts 
that  the  citizens  were  awakened  to  the  benefit  of 
the  river  near  the  municipality. 

In  the  common  council  Mr.  Carpenter  repre- 
sented the  Fifth  ward  for  a number  of  )'ears,  his 
terms  being  from  1857  to  i860;  from  1866  to 
1869;  from  1878  to  1881.  He  received  his  first 
nomination  through  Henry  A.  Howland,  a former 
Sunday-school  teacher,  and  was  made  chairman  of 
the  Fire  Department  committee.  He  was  defeated 
in  i860  largely  through  his  active  work  for  the 
adoption  of  steam  fire  engines  in  place  of  hand 
engines,  but  retired  voluntarily  at  the  end  of  his 
other  terms.  He  was  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly on  the  Republican  ticket  in  May,  1877, 
and  was  left  off  the  ticket  the  next  year  because 
of  his  temperance  principles.  He  ran  on  a tem- 
perance ticket  against  the  regular  nominee,  and 
was  elected  on  third  trial,  his  opponent,  Edwin  N. 
Holden,  withdrawing.  He  was  elected  again  in 
1884,  on  the  regular  Republican  ticket,  and  the 
next  year  declined  to  again  run  on  account  of 
his  election  in  May,  1884,  as  one  of  the  board  of 
public  works.  In  this  incumbency  he  served  from 
May  19,  1884,  to  Feb.  ii,  1889,  and  then  retired 
from  public  life. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  a member  of  many  societies, 
although  he  had  no  desire  to  enter  any  secret  so- 
cieties and  joined  nothing  of  that  character.  His 
memory  for  dates  and  facts  was  extraordinary, 
and  he  was  always  one  of  the  most  interesting  of 
the  speakers  at  the  gathering  of  the  veteran  as- 
sociations, belonging  to  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  the  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizens 
Historical  Society,  and  the  Providence  Veteran 
Firemen’s  Association.  Like  his  father  before  him 
he  was  a director  in  the  People’s  Savings  Bank, 
and  he  was  also  a director  in  the  old  Traders’ 
National  Bank  until  the  institution  went  out  of 
business.  He  was  a member  of  the  Providence 
Board  of  Trade,  and  was  vice-president  of  the 
New  England  Mutual  Accident  Association  of 
Boston.  Until  a short  time  before  his  death  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Homeo- 
pathic Hospital,  having  held  the  office  from  the 
foundation  of  the  hospital,  in  which  he  was  instru- 
mental. He  was  also  a member  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals and  of  the  similar  society  for  the  prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children.  While  the  Rhode  Island 
Reform  School  was  established  in  th^  old  Tock- 
wotton  House,  which  stood  on  the  lot  now  called 
Tockwotton  Park,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  a member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  school,  succeeding 
Henry  A.  Howland,  and  serving  until  December, 
1866,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  First  Universalist  Church  of  Provi- 
dence, of  the  Rhode  Island  Universalist  Conven- 
tion, and  of  the  Universalist  Publishing  House. 
For  nearly  a half  century,  over  forty-nine  years 
in  fact,  he  had  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
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school  of  the  First  Universalist  Church,  now  on 
Greene  street,  and  as  such  was  well  known  to  many 
who  are  now  sending  their  children  to  Sunday- 
school.  Always  genial,  he  was  a well-remembered 
and  loved  figure  in  the  church  and  Sunday-school. 
His  interest  in  reform  did  not  end  in  the  church, 
for  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Bethany  Home  and 
of  the  Rescue  Mission.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  of  the  older  citizens  of  the  city,  and  has 
been  greatly  missed. 

On  Oct.  2,  1849,  Carpenter  was  married 
to  Adeline  Frances,  daughter  of  Peter  Daniels 
Greene.  She  was  born  Feb.  16,  1830.  As  in  the 
case  of  Air.  Carpenter,  she  can  also  trace  her 
family  line  back  to  the  earliest  and  most  honored 
names  of  the  Colony.  Their  marriage  took  place 
in  the  First  Universalist  Church,  then  standing  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  Westminster  and  Union 
Streets.  Children  as  follows  blessed  this  union; 
(i)  Albert  Greene,  born  Feb.  24,  1851,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (2)  Abby,  born  April  24,  1853,  died 
Dec.  II,  1856.  (3)  Emma  Clark,  born  June  8, 

1858,  was  married  June  8,  1881,  to  Sam  Henry, 
son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Abby  (Bartlett)  Bullock. 
He  is  treasurer  of  the  ice  company.  Their  chil- 
dren are : Abby,  George  Burroughs,  Earl  Car- 
penter, Richmond  Bartlett  and  Frances.  (4)  Lucy 
Daniels,  born  Dec.  14,  1861,  was  married  July  27, 
1904,  to  Rev.  Henry  Irving  Cushman,  D.  D.,  pastor 
of  the  First  Universalist  Church.  At  the  death  of 
her  father  she  was  unanimously  chosen  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school. 

Albert  Greene  Carpenter,  well  known  to 
business  men  throughout  the  city  of  Providence, 
passed  away  at  his  home.  No.  213  Lexington  ave- 
nue, Dec.  6,  1902,  after  an  illness  of  but  a few 
days.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
late  Charles  E.  Carpenter,  and  was  a member  of 
the  third  generation  prominent  in  the  ice  interests 
of  the  city,  since  the  organization  of  the  business 
by  his  grandfather. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  Feb.  24,  1851,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
graduating  from  the  Providence  high  school. 
While  still  in  his  teens  he  entered  the  office  of 
Earl  Carpenter  & Sons,  and  from  that  time  up  to 
the  absorption  of  the  company  by  the  Providence 
Ice  Company  he  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  firm.  With  the  reorganization  and  formation 
of  the  Earl  Carpenter  & Sons  Company  he  was 
elected  president,  which  office  he  held  as  long  as  the 
company  remained  in  existence.  With  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Providence  Ice  Company  and  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  Earl  Carpenter  & Sons  Company 
Mr.  Carpenter’s  connection  with  the  ice  business 
ended,  and  though  he  was  for  a short  time  with 
the  new  concern  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  or- 
ganization only.  After  that  time  until  his  death 
he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and 
was  also  interested  in  the  Morgan  Desk  Com- 
pany. 
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Hr.  Carpenter  had  many  friends.  During  his 
long  business  career  he  had  made  many  ac- 
quaintances among  the  people  of  Providence, 
whether  of  high  or  low  degree,  and  his  death  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  a large  circle.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  genial  of  men,  and  his  wit  was  of  the 
keenest,  though  at  the  same  time  of  the  kindliest, 
nature.  He  was  a member  of  the  A.  E.  Club,  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

Hr.  Carpenter  was  married  April  28,  1874,  to 
Lucy  E.,  daughter  of  Simri  and  Sarah  F.  (Whip- 
ple) Smith ; she  was  born  Dec.  28,  1854.  They  had 
no  children. 

JOHN  AUSTIN.  The  Rhode  Island  Austin 
family  is  one  of  some  two  hundred  and  forty  years’ 
standing  there,  and  that  branch  to  which  this  article 
is  directed,  the  Exeter-Providence  family,  de- 
scendants of  Robert  Austin  in  the  line  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary patriot,  Ezekiel  Austin  of  Exeter,  has 
been  conspicuous  in  and  about  Providence  for  some 
fifty  years.  Reference  is  especially  made  to  the 
late  John  Austin  and  his  son,  the  present  Hon. 
Arthur  E.  Austin,  who  together  and  in  turn  have 
long  contributed  to  the  successful  and  widely 
known  gold  refining  and  smelting  firm  of  John 
Austin  & Son.  The  senior  member  devised  a 
special  successful  process  ’ of  gold  refining  and 
smelting  which  made  him  the  leader  in  his  line  of 
business  and  the  name  of  Austin  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  to  the  general  jewelry  trade — for  now 
nearly  or  quite  fifty  years.  He.  became  a success- 
ful manufacturer  and  financier,  bank  president, 
etc. ; while  the  younger  member  of  the  firm  has 
followed  in  the  father’s  footsteps  and  is  worthily 
wearing  the  family  name  and  sustaining  its  repu- 
tation. 

The  name  of  Robert  Austin  in  1661  appears  on 
a list  of  sixty-five  persons,  most  of  whom  were 
residents  of  Newport,  Portsmouth  and  Kingstown, 
who  were  to  have  lots  in  the  new  settlement  of 
Westerly.  Concerning  this  Robert  Austin,  of 
whom  he  himself  is  a descendant.  Hr.  J.  O.  Austin, 
the  Rhode  Island  genealogist,  says : ‘‘Hany  facts 
seem  to  warrant  the  assumption  that  he  was  father 
of  Jeremiah,  Edward,  Joseph  and  John.”  These 
were  residents,  Jeremiah  of  Kingstown  and  Exeter, 
Edward  and  Joseph  of  Kingstown,  and  John  of 
Kingstown,  East  Greenwich  and  West  Greenwich. 
Through  this  Jeremiah  Austin,  of  Kingstown  and 
Exeter,  have  descended  the  Exeter  family  of  that 
name,  to  which  belonged  the  late  John  Austin,  of 
Providence,  from  whom  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
his  descent  is  through  Ezekiel  Austin  of  North 
Kingstown  and  his  wife  (who  was  a Champlin), 
Ezekiel  Austin  (2),  and  Ezekiel  Austin  (3)  and 
his  wife  Rebecca  (Dunnell)  Austin,  the  home  of 
the  later  generations  being  in  Exeter,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

Ezekiel  Austin  (2)  was  born  in  1757,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  United  States  census  of  1840,  was 


in  that  year  residing  with  his  son,  Ezekiel  Austin 
(3),  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  and  was  aged  eighty- 
three  years.  He  was  at  that  time  a United  States 
pensioner  for  services  performed  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. His  name  appears  on  the  pension  roll  of 
1835,  as  a private.  New  York  militia.  He  was 
placed  on  the  roll  iSIay  31,  1833,  his  pension  to  com- 
mence March  4,  1831,  his  age  being  given  at  the 
latter  date  as  seventy-five  years. 

The  late  John  Austin  of  Providence,  son  of 
Ezekiel  (3)  and  grandson  of  Ezekiel  (2),  the 
Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  Oct.  17,  1830,  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  working 
from  early  boyhood,  and  only  receiving  such  edu- 
cational privileges  as  were  afforded  by  the  neigh- 
boring district  schools.  Hard  work  on  the  farm 
and  the  good  training  of  Quaker  parents,  however, 
developed  in  him  self-reliance  and  independence, 
which,  with  his  cheerful  disposition  and  energy 
and  hopefulness,  were  not  long  in  asserting  them- 
selves. Quitting  the  farm  along  in  the  late  fifties, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  gold  and  silver  refining 
under  Mr.  L.  B.  Darling,  an  experienced  refiner  of 
Providence.  In  1862,  associated  with  Horace  F. 
Carpenter,  he  began  business  for  himself,  their  lo- 
cation being  on  the  corner  of  Friendship  and  Dor- 
rance  streets.  Later  Mr.  Austin  became  the  sole 
proprietor  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  until 
in  1888,  when  he  associated  with  him  in  it  his  son, 
Arthur  E.  Austin. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  jewelry  business  in  this 
country  the  smelting  of  stock  was  done  in  Eng- 
land or  France,  which  occasioned  great  delay  and 
danger  of  loss.  i\Ir.  Austin  believed  that  smelt- 
ing could  be  added  to  the  business  of  refining  with 
profit  and  advantage  and  to  this  end  he  secured 
the  assistance  of  experts  in  that  line,  and  from  the 
information  thus  derived,  together  with  his  own 
ingenuity  and  tact,  he  perfected  a process  for  smelt- 
ing. With  this  addition,  under  his  careful  manage- 
ment the  business  increased  rapidly  and  realized 
handsome  profits.  The  firm  manufactured  blue 
vitriol  and  oxide  of  zinc,  and  dealt  in  fine  gold, 
silver,  copper,  gold  coin,  sand  and  black  cru- 
cibles, and  as  well  were  gold  and  silver  assayers, 
refiners  and  smelters.  Hr.  Austin  was  distinctly 
a business  man,  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to 
the  building  up  of  the  vast  enterprises  with  which 
his  name  was  associated.  From  a small  beginning 
he  saw  the  concern  of  himself  and  son  reach  an 
ai)proximate  annual  output  of  refined  material  to 
the  value  of  $1,230,000.  As  a result  of  the  process 
he  originated  the  firm  of  John  Austin  & Son,  per- 
haps. at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  led  all  other  concerns  in  this  line 
in  the  country,  and  the  senior  Hr.  Austin  had 
achieved  almost  a world-wide  reputation.  For 
nearlv  forty  years  he  was  known  to  almost  every 
manufacturing  jeweler  in  the  land. 

Hr.  Austin  was  largely  identified  with  several 
of  the  financial  institutions  of  Providence.  He  was 
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chosen  president  of  the  High  Street  Bank  in  1878, 
succeeding  Aaron  B.  Curry.  He  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  Citkens  Saving  Bank,  a bank  located 
in  the  rooms  of  the  High  Street  Bank,  and  mainly 
under  the  management  of  the  same  officials,  in 
1879.  These  positions  he  filled  most  acceptably 
to  all  concerned  as  well  as  to  their  great  advan- 
tage until  his  death.  Tn  1876  there  were  756  de- 
positors in  the  savings  bank,  a recent  report  of  the 
State  auditor  showing  9,500  depositors. 

Mr.  Austin  cared  nothing  for  political  prefer- 
ment, and  never  held  political  office.  Of  his  time 
and  wealth  he  gave  generously  to  all  worthy  ob- 
jects. He  remembered  his  native  town,  Exeter, 
in  the  way  of  improvements  in  no  unstinted  man- 
ner. The  old  Austin  homestead  in  that  town, 
which  came  into  the  possession  of  his  grandfather 
during  the  Revolution  and  of  which  he  finally  be- 
came the  sole  owner,  he  greatly  improved,  adding 
building  after  building  until  they  numbered  twenty- 
four,  including  a post-office,  a store,  school-house, 
and  a beautiful  memorial  church. 

Mr.  Austin  was  a man  of  sensitive  nature,  quiet 
in  manner,  of  a gentle  spirit,  and  although  reserved 
and  retiring  he  was  cheerful  and  manly,  even  in 
affliction  and  infirmity.  His  noble  and  loyal  char- 
acter was  guided  by  a high  moral  purpose,  whose 
influence  was  wholly  for  good.  He  was  unosten- 
tatious, unpretentious  and  easily  approached  by 
the  most  humble.  He  was  kind  and  affectionate  in 
his  home,  in  short  he  was  held  in  affectionate  es- 
teem by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  ]Mr. 
Austin  was  identified  with  the  iMasonic  fraternity, 
being  a member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  Providence  Chapter,  R. 

M.,  at  Providence.  During  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  he  was  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  being  a vestryman  in  All  Saints  ^Memorial 
Church. 

On  Sept.  18,  1850,  Mr.  Austin  was  married  to 
IMiss  Susan  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Darling,  of 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  Polly  (Weeding)  Darling, 
of  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  to  the  union  came  children 
as  follows : Clara  M.,  born  Aug.  9,  1859 ; Eugene 
A.,  born  July  16,  1861  ; Clarence  H.,  born  Aug.  5, 
1866 ; Arthur  Ernest,  born  July  23,  1868 ; and 

Alice  Weeden,  born  Oct.  ii,  1874,  all  of  whom  are 
deceased  excepting  Arthur  E.  jMrs.  Austin  is  liv- 
ing at  the  Austin  residence  on  Westminster  street. 
Providence. 

Mr.  Austin  died  Feb.  19,  1900,  at  his  home  on 
Westminster  street.  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  in  his 
death  the  city  lost  one  of  its  conspicuous  business 
men  and  influential  citizens,  and  one,  too,  who  was 
self-made  in  that  term’s  fullest  meaning. 

Arthur  E.  Austin,  head  of  the  firm  of  John 
Austin  & Son,  was  born  July  23.  1868,  in  Provi- 
dence, and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  re- 
ceived his  educational  instruction.  He  early 
evinced  an  inclination  for  business  life,  and,  inter- 
esting himself  in  his  father’s  business,  practically 


grew  up  in  it.  In  1888  he  was  admitted  to  the 
firm  of  John  Austin  & Son,  and  since  the  death  of 
his  father,  in  1900,  has  continued  the  business  with- 
out change  or  interruption,  being  now  sole  pro- 
prietor. Mr.  Austin  has  inherited  many  of  the 
business  instincts  of  his  father,  and  for  one  of 
his  years  has  shown  exceptional  business  and  ex- 
ecutive ability.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
positions  of  responsibility  and  honor,  and  has  done 
so  with  success,  bearing  all  his  honors  with  be- 
coming modesty.  He  is  president  of  the  High 
Street  Bank,  vice-president  of  the  Citizens  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Im- 
proved Seamless  Wire  Company.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Cranston  Council  for  ten  years,  to  1905, 
and  president  of  that  body  for  several  years.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  second  representative  from  that 
town,  and  in  1897  first  representative,  during  his 
term  serving  on  the  committee  on  Incorporations. 
In  1898  he  was  elected  senator  from  his  town,  and 
served  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Judiciary  committee  and  the  com- 
mittee on  Militia.  To  continue  in  politics  would 
have  meant  to  give  more  of  his  attention  than  he 
desired  to  spare  from  business,  so  he  declined  a re- 
election  in  1900.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
faith. 

Mr.  Austin  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  being  a thirty-second-degree  Mason.  He 
was  commodore  of  the  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club 
in  1892 ; is  a member  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  ; 
of  the  Squantum  Club ; and  of  the  Pomham  Club. 
He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  He  is  a vestryman  in  All 
Saints  Memorial  Church. 

Mr.  Austin  has  two  children : Clarence  E., 
born  July  23,  1889;  and  Gertrude  W.,  born  Sept. 
20,  1891. 

MATHEWSON  (Burrillville  family).  Through 
the  middle  of  the  century  but  recently  closed  and 
for  years  following  several  members  of  tlie  Burrill- 
ville branch  of  the  ancient  Providence  Mathewson 
family  were  prominently  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  that  town,  especially  in  its  public  affairs. 
Some  family  history  and  genealogy  follows  in 
chronological  order  from  the  Providence  settler. 

(I)  James  JMathewson,  born  about  1624,  was 
an  inhabitant  of  Providence  in  1658,  in  that  year 
purchasing  land  of  Thomas  Angell.  He  married 
Hannah  Field,  and  their  children  were : Ruth, 
James,  John,  Isabel,  Thomas,  Zacluiriah,  Lydia. 
Mary  and  Daniel. 

(H)  Daniel  IMathewson,  born  Jan.  28,  1683,  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  Feb.  10,  1703-04. 
Sarah  Inman,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Whit- 
man) Inman;  married  (second)  in  1732  Esther; 
married  (third)  Sept.  26.  1742,  Charity  Inman,  of 
Smithfield,  R.  I.;  married  (fourth)  July  12,  1747. 
Ly4ia  ( ) IMontigur,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  He  died 
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Tan.  13,  1751,  in  Glocester,  R.  1.  His  children  were : cultured.  He  retired  from  the  business  of  contract- 


Othniel,  born  Feb.  2,  1704-05;  Peregrine,  born 
Sept.  12,  1707;  iNlary,  born  Nov.  7,  1710;  Nero, 
born  June  27,  1713;  Daniel,  born  March  7,  1715- 
16;  Silvanus,*born  July  25,  1719;  Winchester,  born 
in  1721  (all  born  to  first  marriage)  ; Hannah,  born 
May  28,  1733;  Martha,  born  Jan.  9,  1735-36;  John, 
born  Jan.  26,  1738-39;  Ruth,  born  i\lay  15,  1741 
(all  born  to  the  second  wife)  ; Thankful,  born 
probably  in  1743  to  third  wife;  Daniel,  born  Jan. 
■17,  1749;  and  Lydia,  born  about  1751  (both  to 
fourth  wife). 

(HI)  Peregrine  Mathewson,  born  Sept.  12, 
1707,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  April  26,  1733, 
Hannah  Hide.  Mr.  Mathewson  resided  in  Gloces- 
ter, R.  I.  He  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Col- 
ony in  1735.  He  received  land  from  his  father  in 
the  town  in  1734-35  and  in  1750-51.  He  died  Nov. 
29,  1789,  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  His  widow  Hannah 
was  living  in  1790.  Their  children  were:  Pa- 
tience, born  May  13,  1736;  John,  born  June  7, 
1746;  and  Ai,  born  about  1750. 

(IV)  John  Mathewson,  born  June  7,  1746,  in 
Glocester,  R.  I.,  married  probably  in  1774,  Lydia 
Jenckes,  a sister  of  Charles  Jenckes,  of  Warehouse 
Point,  Conn.,  the  manufacturer  of  Jenckes’s  Gin, 
and  lived  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  Their  children  all  of 
Burrillville  record  were:  Peregrine,  born  Jan.  17, 
1775;  Welcome,  Aug.  15,  1778;  Hannah,  April  28, 
1781;  John,  Jan.  i,  1785;  Lydia,  Aug.  18,  1787; 
Anphillis,  March  4,  1790;  and  Amy,  Feb.  3,  1795 — 
all  born  to  them  in  Glocester. 

(IV)  Ai  Mathewson,  son  of  Peregrine,  born 
about  1750,  probably  in  Glocester,  R.  I.,  married 
March  12,  1775,  Amy  Shippee,  daughter  of  Joseph, 
and  perhaps  (second)  July  i,  1798,  Lydia  Darling. 

(V’)  Welcome  Mathewson,  son  of  John  and  Ly- 
dia (Jenckes),  born  Aug.  15,  1778,  in  Glocester, 
R.  I.,  married  Abigail  Brown  of  Thompson,  Conn., 
and  a direct  descendant  of  one  of  the  passengers  of 
the  ‘Alayflower.”  Mr.  Mathewson  was  occupied  in 
farming  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  He  died  in  1872.  His 
children  were:  Huldah ; Mary  Ann,  who  married 
Henry  Sweet ; Azuba,  who  -married  Otis  Eddy ; 
Erastus,  who  died  April  27,  1889,  unmarried;  and 
David. 

(\T)  David  ^lathewson,  son  of  Welcome  and 
Abigail  (Brown)  Mathewson,  was  born  Dec.  29, 
1817,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited,  yet  he  improved 
such  as  he  had.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  he  continued  in  until  1840,  when  he 
became  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  as  a 
contractor  and  builder  put  up  some  one  hundred 
prominent  mills  and  private  dwellings  in  his  native 
town.  From  the  year  1875  on  through  his  active 
business  life  he  also  in  connection  with  Mr.  Robert 
Sweet  operated  an  extensive  sawmill.  He  owned  a 
large  farm  near  Harrisville,  R.  I.,  which  at  one 
time  was  well-stocked  with  cattle  and  thoroughly 


ing  and  building  in  1887. 

In  politics  Mr.  iNIathewson  was  a Democrat, 
and  filled  a number  of  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
He  served  one  year  as  town  clerk,  and  for  eight 
years  was  a member  and  chairman  of  the  town 
council.  He  represented  Burrillville  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  in  1875,  1876 
and  1877.  He  died  May  14,  1896. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  i\Ir.  Mathew- 
son was  married  to  Emeline,  daughter  of  Smith 
and  Nancy  Wood  of  Burrillville. 

JEROiNIE  B.  FARNUiM,  than  whom  there 
were  few,  if  any,  better  known  men  in  the  w'ool 
trade  in  New  England  during  his  life  time,  was 
born  June  16,  1845,  in  Johnston,  R.  L,  son  of 
John  and  Uranah  (Smith)  Earnum.  His  father 
was  a farmer  and  sheep  raiser,  and  shortly  after 
the  birth  of  Jerome  became  wool  sorter  at  the 
Hazard  mill  in  Peace  Dale. 

Jerome  B.  Farnum  attended  school  first  in 
Peace  Dale,  R.  I.,  but  when  he  was  about  twelve 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Providence, 
where  he  attended  the  Bridgham  street  school. 
He  was  but  a school  boy  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  and  when  the  news  reached  Providence  that  the 
Confederates  were  threatening  Washington,  May 
25,  1862,  Mr.  Farnum,  though  at  that  time  only 
sixteen  years  old,  enlisted  in  the  loth  Regiment, 
R.  I.  Vol.  Inf.  He  left  Providence  with  the  regi- 
ment on  May  27th,  and  on  June  30th,  while  before 
Washington,  was  detached  for  special  service.  In 
September  he  was  mustered  out  and  returned  home. 
A few  years  after  the  war  he  was  bookkeeper  for 
the  firm  of  Asa  Peck  & Co.,  wool  dealers,  and 
while  connected  with  this  house  became  a familiar 
figure  in  the  offices  of  wool  and  mill  men  from 
New  York  to  Boston.  In  1879  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  ex-Senator  Richard  Thornley, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Thornley  & Farnum.  The 
dissolution  of  this  firm,  in  1883,  followed  by 
i\Ir.  Farnum's  establishing  himself  in  business  in 
1884,  when  he  opened  an  office  at  No.  139  Canal 
street,  there  continuing  until  his  death,  March  3, 
1902.  In  1883  iMr.  Farnum  removed  from  Provi- 
dence to  Seekonk,  where,  in  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  he  bought  land  and  laid  out  and  developed 
a fine  farm,  giving  the  place  the  name  of  “Hope 
Farm.”  In  Seekonk  he  soon  became  the  leading 
Republican  of  the  town,  and  although  he  never 
sought  office  was  prominent  in  town  affairs,  in 
county  and  State  politics,  and  in  the  end  became 
chairman  of  the  Republican  town  committee,  hav- 
ing close  relations  with  the  Republican  State  cen- 
tral committee.  He  was  chiefly  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  Seekonk  Public  Library,  of  which 
he  was  a trustee  and  to  which  he  was  an  unfailing 
friend.  He  was  a member  of  Hope  Lodge,  No.  4, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Moshassuck  Encampment,  No.  2 ; 
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of  Prescott  Post,  Xo.  i,  G.  A.  R. ; of  the  Univer- 
salist  Club,  and  of  the  Universalist  Church  of  East 
Providence.  - 

i\Ir.  Farnum  married  (first)  Ellen  Tasker,  and 
to  them  was  born  one  son,  Frank  Tasker,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Earnum’s  second 
marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  IMills,  daughter  of 
William  C.  D.  Earle,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  son,  Jerome  Earle,  on 
March  6,  1883. 

Jerome  Earle  Farnum  was  educated  in  the  Uni- 
versity grammar  school  and  Mow'ry  & Goff’s  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  Institute,  and  after  graduation 
went  into  business  with  his  father.  Upon  the  lat- 
ter's death,  Jerome  E.  succeeded  him,  locating  his 
office  in  the  Banigan  building.  On  April  30,  1906, 
he  married  Miss  Marion  Perry,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Annie  (Pierce) 
Perry. 

HAZARD.  This  family  occupies  a prominent 
position  in  the  civil,  commercial,  judicial  and  mil- 
itary history  of  Rhode  Island.  The  lineage  given 
herewith  is  that  of  Judge  Jeffrey  Hazard  of  the 
sixth  generation,  who  from  1810  to  1818  was 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
who  later  served  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
State.  Two  of  his  grandsons,  sons  of  John  Haz- 
ard, were  the  late  General  John  G.  Hazard,  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  of  Rhode  Island’s  officers  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  Jeffrey  Hazard,  now  a resident 
of  Providence,  where  he  is  president  of  the  Hazard 
Cotton  Company. 

(I)  Thomas  Hazard,  born  in  1610,  appears  first 

of  record  in  America  in  Boston  in  1635 ; was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  there  in  1638,  and  two  years  later 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  first  town  officers  of  Newport,  along  with  Cod- 
dington,  Easton,  Coggeshall,  Brenton,  the  Clarkes, 
Bull  and  Dyer.  Mr.  Hazard  was  made  a freeman 
of  Newport  in  1639,  1640  was  appointed  a 

member  of  the  General  Court  of  Elections.  His 
first  wife,  Martha,  died  in  1669,  and  he  married 
(second)  Martha,  widow  of  Thomas  Sheriff.  His 
children  were : Robert,  born  in  1635,  in  England 
or  Ireland  ; Elizabeth  ; Hannah  ; and  Martha. 

(II)  Robert  Hazard,  born  in  1635,  married 
Mary,  born  in  1639,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne 
Brownell,  who  lived  to  be  one  hundred  years  old, 
dying  Jan.  28,  1739,  her  obituary  setting  forth  that 
she  was  accounted  a very  useful  gentlewoman,  etc. 
Robert  Hazard  was  admitted  a freeman  of  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1665,  and  from  that  time  until 
1698  his  name  often  appears  in  the  Colonial  records 
as  chosen  to  fill  some  important  position.  In  1671 
he  bought  500  acres  of  land  in  Kings  Town,  and  in 
1687  he  was  taxed  in  that  town ; and  not  long  there- 
after he  built  his  house  there.  This  house  was  still 
standing  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
In  1695  gave  to  his  son  George  the  larger  part 
of  his  Kings  Town  purchase.  In  1710,  a short 


time  before  his  death,  Robert  sold  to  his  son  Rob- 
ert the  remaining  part  of  his  farm,  with  “my  manor 
house  where  I now  live,’’  and  the  latter,  in  1718, 
gave  it  by  will  to  his  son  Robert,  after  his  mother’s 
death,  making  three  Roberts  who  had  successively 
owned  the  old  house.  The  last,  upon  the  death 
of  his  grandmother  in  1739,  sold  to  his  uncle 
George  the  remaining  part  of  the  farm;  it  went 
next  by  will  in  1743  to  George’s  son.  Col.  Thomas, 
who  in  1748  sold  it  to  John  Rose.  In  1695  Robert 
Hazard  gave  to  his  son  Jeremiah  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Tiverton.  Robert  Hazard  died  in  1710. 
His  children  were : Thomas,  born  in  1660 ; George ; 
Stephen;  Martha;  INIary ; Robert;  Jeremiah,  born 
IMarch  26,  1675  ; and  Hannah. 

(III)  Robert  Hazard  (2),  married  Amey,  and 
they  died  in  1718,  his  will  being  proved  in  Novem- 
ber of  that  year.  Airs.  Hazard  died  a few  months 
prior  to  her  husband.  His  will  gave  to  his  son 
Jeffrey'  three  hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  called 
"the  farm  where  I now  live.’’  It  was  probably  in 
that  part  of  Kings  Town  which  became  Exeter. 
To  his  son  Thomas  he  gave  two  hundred  acres  in 
Kings  Town,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
W esterly.  To  his  son  Robert  he  gave  the  old  manor 
house,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  given 
him  by  his  father;  but  Robert  was  not  to  have  pos- 
session of  the  house  and  twenty  acres  until  after  his 
grandmother’s  death.  To  each  of  his  daughters  he 
gave  when  of  age,  one  hundred  pounds.  His  children 
were:  Jeffrey,  born  Sept.  29,  1698;  Susannah, 
born  Jan.  16,  1701 ; Robert,  born  Jan.  (or  June) 
19.  1703;  Thomas,  born  June  18,  1713;  Amey,  born 
Sept.  20,  1715;  and  Alary,  born  Alay  14,  1718. 

(IV)  Robert  Hazard  (3),  born  June  (or  Jan.) 
19,  1703,  married  in  Alarch,  1717,  Alartha  (of  North 
Kingstown  record).  Early  in  life  Air.  Hazard  re- 
moved to  East  Greenwich,  in  which  town  are  re- 
corder the  births  of  all  his  children.  In  1739  he  sold 
the  old  homestead  with  one  hundred  acres  to  his 
uncle  George.  By  the  terms  of  his  father’s  will  he 
was  to  have  possession  of  the  old  home  only  after  the 
death  of  his  grandmother,  which  occurred  in  1739- 
Air.  Hazard  died  in  1775.  His  children  were: 
Robert,  born  Sept.  19,  1728;  Amey,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1733;  Sarah,  born  Alay  6,  1734;  Jeremiah, 
born  July  25,  1736;  Alary,  born  Dec.  21,  1738; 
Hannah,  born  Alarch  19,  1741 ; Jeffrey,  born  Oct. 
6,  1743  ; and  Thomas. 

(V)  Jeremiah  Hazard,  born  July  25,  1736,  mar- 
ried Nov.  6,  1760,  Phebe  Tillinghast,  and  died  in 
1773.  In  Ins  will  written  in  that  year  he  gave  to 
his  son  Jeffrey  "all  my  lands  lying  in  Exeter  and  in 
W’est  Greenwich : to  wife  Phebe,  all  lands  lying 
in  Coventry  (one  hundred  and  fifty  acres)  ; to 
daughter,  Abigail,’’  etc.  The  wifi  was  admitted  to 
probate  Dec.  14,  1773.  His  children  were  Jeffrey, 
born  in  1762:  and  Abigail. 

(VI)  Jeffrey  Hazard,  born  in  1762,  married 
Amey,  born  in  1773,  daughter  of  Thomas  Tilling- 
hast. They  died,  he  in  December,  1840,  and  she 
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June  3,  1870.  IMr.  Hazard  was  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island  from  1833  to  1835,  again 
from  1836  to  1837.  He  was  also  for  many  years 
a representative  in  the  General  Assembly,  and 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  1810  to  1818. 
His  children  were:  Amey,  born  in  1791,  married 
to  Robert,  son  of  John  Hazard;  Thomas  Jefferson, 
born  June  17,  1795;  Willard,  born  in  1799;  John, 
born  in  1804;  and  Phoebe. 

(\TI)  John  Hazard,  born  in  1804,  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Robert  Crandall,  and  their 
children  were:  John  Gardiner,  born  April  15,  1832, 
died  May  15,  1897;  and  Jeffrey,  born  Sept.  23, 
1835.  John  Hazard  was  a farmer  in  early  life  and 
resided  in  Exeter,  R.  I.  Later  he  removed  to  Prov- 
idence where  he  was  engaged  at  ^mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  there  died  Jan.  7,  1885.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  political  sentiment,  and  at  one  time  was 
a representative  from  Exeter  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. Mrs.  Hazard  survived  her  husband,  and 
died  on  May  12,  1888,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

(\TII)  Gen.  John  Gardiner  Hazard  (de- 
ceased), of  Providence,  one  of  Rhode  Island's  fore- 
most citizen-soldiers,  1861-1865,  was  born  April 
15,  1832,  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  I.  The  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war  found  him  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  at  Providence.  His  patriotism  and 
the  stirring  events  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1861 
led  him  to  tender  his  services  to  his  country.  He 
was  commissioned  first  lieutenant,  ist  R.  I.  Light 
Artillery,  Aug.  8,  1861  ; assisted  in  the  organization 
of  Batteries  B and  C ; accompanied  the  latter  to 
Washington,  and  was  soon  after  transferred  tO 
Battery  A.  He  was  ordered  to  accompany  General 
\\'illiams's  brigade  to  Ball’s  Bluff  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  there,  and  arrived  on  the  ground  at  daylight 
the  following  morning.  The  day  was  spent  in  get- 
ting canal  boats  in  readiness,  and  putting  on  board 
the  battery  and  horses.  After  dark  he  was  ordered 
to  unship,  as  the  troops  already  across  were  ordered 
back  to  Maryland’s  side  of  the  Potomac.  This 
move  of  crossing  to  the  \ irginia  side  of  the  river 
was  simply  a feint  to  prevent  the  enemy  making 
another,  prior  to  our  troops  returning,  which  could 
only  be  done  under  cover  of  night.  The  following 
day  the  battery  returned  to  its  old  camping  ground 
at  Darnstown.  About  the  ist  of  November  Lieut. 
Hazard  was  ordered  to  re])ort  to  General  Charles 
P.  Stone,  at  Poolesville,  IMd.,  where  his  battery  re- 
mained during  the  winter,  sending  out  a section 
weekly  to  do  picket  duty.  During  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  winter  Lieut.  Hazard  was  in  command 
of  the  battery,  Capt.  Tompkins  being  absent  on  sick 
leave.  Early  in  the  spring  the  battery  accompanied 
Gen.  Sedgewick  to  Harper’s  Eerry,  from  which 
point  two  or  three  expeditions  were  made  up  the 
valley  to  Charlestown  and  Winchester,  resulting 
only  in  slight  skirmishes.  In  April,  the  battery 
was  ordereil  to  Washington  to*  ship  for  Eortress 
Monroe.  Arriving  at  that  point,  the  Division  was 


united  to  Sumner’s  Corps  (the  Second).  Lieut. 
Hazard  accompanied  the  battery  up  the  Peninsula, 
and  was  almost  daily  engaged  at  the  Siege  of  York- 
town.  At  the  raising  of  the  siege  it  was  put  on 
shipboard  on  the  York  river  and  landed  at  West 
Point,  where  it  joined  the  main  part  of  the  army 
again  at  Camp  Winfield  Scott.  June  30th  crossing 
the  Chickahominy  it  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Pair  (Jaks,  after  which  it  remained  in  this  work 
until  the  retreat  was  ordered  to  the  James  river. 
The  battery  was  engaged  almost  constantly,  as  was 
the  entire  army,  from  the  time  it  started  until  it 
reached  the  river — more  severely  for  the  battery, 
perhaps,  at  Peach  Orchard,  White  Oak  Swamp  and 
Glendale.  At  Malvern  Hill  it  was  not  ordered  into 
the  fight,  yet  sustained  loss  from  the  enemy’s  ar- 
tillery. 

On  Aug.  20,  1862,  Lieut.  Hazard  was  commis- 
sioned captain  of  Battery  B,  and  took  command 
Sept.  1st,  at  Alexandria,  on  its  arrival  from  the 
Peninsula.  It  then  rejoined  the  Second  Corps,  and 
accompanied  it  through  Maryland,  South  Moun- 
tain, thence  to  the  battle  of  Antietam.  Erom  here 
the  army  went  into  camp  in  and  about  Harper’s 
Eerry,  to  refit  and  re-organize.  The  battery  at 
this  time  was  in  a particularly  bad  condition,  horses 
worn  out,  men  were  ragged,  and  from  constant 
marching  day  and  night,  the  men  had  become  slack 
in  discipline.  These  evils,  with  the  assistance  of 
Lieuts.  George  W.  Adams,  Horace  S.  Bloodgood 
and  G.  Lyman  Dwight,  were  speedily  overcome. 
In  October,  1862,  Capt.  Hazard  proceeded  with  the 
army  to  Warrenton,  and  from  there  after  the 
change  in  command  to  Ealmouth,  opposite  Ereder- 
icksburg,  where  the  battery  remained  in  camp  until 
ordered  into  the  battle  of  Eredericksburg.  On  the 
1 2th  he  was  engaged  from  daylight  until  late  in  the 
day  in  shelling  the  same.  On  the  morning  of  the 
13th  he  was  ordered  across  the  river  to  report  to 
Major-General  O.  O.  Howard,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Division  of  the  Corps.  The  infantry  having  been 
repulsed  again  and  again  after  many  hard  hours  of 
fighting,  it  was  decided  to  send  Battery  B to  the 
extreme  front  in  a very  exposed  position,  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line  and 
under  a heavy  cross  fire  of  their  artillery.  Their 
orders  were  to  go  in  on  the  run,  or  they  would 
never  succeed  in  getting  into  position  at  all.  They 
did  so,  but  had  remained  there  only  about  tvventy 
minutes  when  they  were  ordered  out,  with  a se- 
vere loss  in  men  and  horses.  Gen.  Couch  after- 
ward told  Capt.  Hazard  that  he  did  not  expect  to 
see  him  get  out  without  losing  his  command,  but 
that  he  considered  the  sacrifice  called  for,  as  the 
infantry  were  getting  very  much  demoralized.  The 
horses  of  Capt.  Hazard  and  Lieut.  Bloodgood  were 
shot  under  them  during  the  battle. 

In  April,  1863,  Capt.  Hazard  was  made  chief 
of  artillery  of  the  Corps.  At  the  same  time  a com- 
plete change  was  made  in  the  organization  of  the 
artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  artil- 
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lery  of  each  Corps  was  taken  from  the  Divisions 
and  made  into  a separate  Brigade  by  itself,  and 
placed  under  the  sole  command  of  the  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillery, who  was  made,  by  the  order,  a brigade  com- 
mander. After  the  fatal  blunder  of  Gen.  Hooker 
at  Chancellorsville,  the  enemy  left  our  front  on 
their  memorable  campaign  into  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania. Capt.  Hazard’s  brigade  accompanied  the 
Second  Corps  on  the  chase  after  Lee  to  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  where,  after  three  days’  terrific 
fighting,  Lee  retreated  across  the  Potomac.  After 
following  him  to  Falling  Waters  our  Army  was  put 
in  motion  for  Virginia,  and  struck  the  enemy  again 
near  Culpeper.  The  Second  Corps  had  been  in  a 
severe  fight  with  a portion  of  the  enemy  at  Auburn 
Hill  and  Bristoe  Station,  Capt.  Hazard’s  command 
taking  a very  important  part  in  the  result  of  the 
day.  Soon  after,  the  army  went  into  winter  quar- 
ters on  the  Rapidan.  In  i\pril,  1864,  Capt.  Hazard 
was  made  major  of  his  regiment,  and  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Artil- 
lery Reserves.  When  the  Army  broke  camp  on  the 
4th  of  May,  he  accompanied  his  brigade  to  the  Wil- 
derness ; thence  to  Spottsylvania,  where  the  brigade 
was  attached  to  that  part  of  Gen.  Tidball’s  of  the 
Second  Corps,  with  which  he  continued  through  the 
battles  of  the  Po,  iMattapony,  North  Anna  and  Cold 
Harbor,  to  Petersburg.  On  July  i,  1864,  Gen.  Tid- 
ball  was  ordered  to  West  Point  as  commander  and 
the  consolidated  brigade  was  placed  under  Major 
Hazard’s  command.  The  brigade  was  engaged  al- 
most daily  from  ]May  5th  until  August  ist;  and 
from  that  time,  until  about  Sept,  ist,  it  remained 
quiet,  with  the  exception  of  the  battle  of  Deep  Bot- 
tom, and  the  unfortunate  repulse  at  Ream’s  Sta- 
tion, where  he  lost  eight  guns  and  all  the  officers  of 
Battery  B,  captured  by  the  enemy. 

On  Aug.  8th,  Major  Hazard  was  made  lieu- 
tenant colonel  by  brevet,  for  “gallant  and  merito- 
rious services.”  During  the  fall  and  winter  of 

1864,  his  command  occupied  various  forts  in  the 
works  in  front  of  Petersburg,  at  times  withdraw- 
ing a few  batteries  for  some  of  the  various  moves 
and  expeditions  sent  out  during  the  winter.  Most 
of  the  time  he  occupied  the  line.  Col.  Hazard  had 
in  his  command  nineteen  light,  four  heavy  and  six 
mortar  batteries,  stationed  at  the  most  important 
points  and  requiring  the  greatest  care  and  watch- 
fulness. On  March  28th  the  brigade  broke  camp 
and  moved  with  the  corps  across  Hatch's  Run, 
where  they  engaged  the  enemy,  in  connection  with 
the  grand  advance  of  the  whole  army.  Richmond 
and  Petersburg  falling,  they  pursued  the  enemy  to 
Appomattox  Court  House,  their  corps  being  im- 
mediately on  the  heels  of  Lee’s  army.  They  were 
constantlv  skirmishing  with  them  to  the  very  hour 
of  their  surrender.  The  last  battle  engaged  in  was 
at  Farmersville,  April  7th  and  8th.  On  May  3, 

1865,  Lieut.  Col.  Hazard  was  made  colonel  by  bre- 
vet for  meritorious  services.  He  was  recommended 
for  these  brevets  by  his  superior  officers  several 


months  prior.  He  accompanied  his  brigade  from 
Virginia  to  Washington,  and  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review.  At  the  disbanding  of  the  artillery, 
he  was  ordered  to  report  with  his  regiment  (Col. 
Tompkins  and  Lieut.  Col.  Tompkins  having  been 
mustered  out),  to  Rhode  Island,  and  on  July  ist, 
was  mustered  out.  On  the  nth  of  July,  Gen.  Haz- 
ard was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  United 
States  Volunteers,  retaining  his  brevet  rank,  and 
ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  his  head- 
quarters at  Fort  Wadsworth,  Staten  Island,  New 
York  harbor,  and  he  commanded  that  post  until 
March  9,  1866,  when  his  regiment  was  mustered 
out  of  service. 

After  the  war  the  greater  part  of  the  active 
business  life  of  Gen.  Hazard  was  passed  in  the 
South,  making  his  headquarters  at  New  Orleans, 
engaged  in  the  cotton  business.  He  made  a num- 
ber of  business  trips  abroad. 

Gen.  Hazard  died  May  15,  1897,  in  Providence, 
R.  I.  His  funeral  took  place  from  Grace  Episco- 
pal Church  iMay  i8th,  there  being  present  besides 
friends  a large  representation  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
of  which  the  deceased  had  been  a member.  The 
interment  was  at  Swan  Point  Cemetery,  Provi- 
dence. 

“The  reputation  which  General  Hazard  earned 
by  his  valor  during  the  struggle  of  the  Rebellion 
was  well  sustained  by  his  upright  life  in  the  time 
of  peace  which  followed  its  close.  That  he  held  the 
love  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  was  fully 
evidenced  by  the  large  number  of  friends  who 
gathered  in  the  church  to  pay  the  last  tribute  pos- 
sible to  the  deceased.”  (Providence  Daily  Jour- 
nal, May  19,  1897.) 

“The  late  John  Gardiner  Hazard,  to  whose 
memory  the  last  tributes  are  today  paid,-  was  one 
of  Rhode  Island’s  gallant  soldiers  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  though  his  business  career 
was  made  outside  the  home  boundaries,  he  had  a 
large  acquaintance  here  and  was  greatly  liked  and 
esteemed  in  many  circles.  His  sudden  death  was 
a shock  to  these  many  friends,  for  though  the  se- 
vere service  of  the  soldier  had  ujidoubtedly  had  its 
effects  on  his  physical  constitution,  he  had  all  the 
spirit  of  young  manhood,  and  was  a charming  as- 
sociate wherever  he  moved.”  (Providence  A cw-s'. 
May  18,  1897.) 

(VHI)  C.\PTAiN  Jeffrey  Hazard,  born  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  Sept.  23,  1835,  married  Oct.  20.  1863, 
Anna  Hartwell,  a native  of  Providence,  daughter  of 
John  B.  and  Harriet  (Hall)  Hartwell.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  Lauriston  Hartwell,  born  Nov.  22, 
1866,  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1889. 
Since  that  year  he  has  been  associated  with  his 
father,  and  since  the  formation  of  the  Hazard  Cot- 
ton Company,  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  organ- 
ization. (2)  Jeffrey,  born  Dec.  28,  1867,  died  Dec. 
24,  1883.  (3)  John  Hartwell,  born  May  20.  1870. 

died  July  24,  1871.  (4)  iMargaret  Crandall,  bom 
April  10.  1872.  died  May  23.  1881.  (5)  Marion, 
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born  Aug.  3,  1874,  is  3,Irs.  L.  li.  Littlefield,  of 
Providence.  (6)  Harriet  Hall  was  born  Aug.  ii, 
1^77-  (7)  Anna  Rosalind,  born  Oct.  8,  1882,  is  now 
j\lrs.  \\  illiam  H.  Barnum,  of  IMamaroneck,  New 
York. 

Captain  Hazard  received  bis  education  ia  the 
Providence  High  School,  and  previous  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  was  engaged  as  teller 
in  the  ^Manufacturers’  Bank.  Early  in  the  war, 
Oct.  5,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieuten- 
ant of  Battery  A,  ist  R.  I.  Light  Infantry,  and  later 
commissioned  first  lieutenant  and  appointed  regi- 
mental adjutant.  His  war  record  following  is  ta- 
ken from  Bartlett's  “Memoirs  of  Rhode  Island  Offi- 
cers” (1867):  “While  connected  with  this  battery 
he  distinguished  himself  by  his  bravery  in  the  many 
battles  in  which  he  took  part.  Among  these  were 
Ball’s  Bluff,  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill 
and  Antietam.  At  the  latter  engagement  the  only 
officers  present  with  Capt.  Tompkins  were  Capt. 
Hazard  (then  first  heutenant)  and  first  lieutenant 
Chas.  F.  Mason.  The  battery  gained  for  itself 
great  credit  in  this  battle,  holding  as  it  did  an  ad- 
vanced and  important  position  under  a heavy  in- 
fantry and  artillery  fire.  On  the  ist  of  October, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy  of  Bat- 
tery H,  which  had  been  enlisted  in  Providence  un- 
der Capt.  Hamlin.  Under  orders  the.  Battery  was 
taken  to  Camp  Barry,  Washington,  where  it  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  a large  number  of  men,  mostly 
foreigners  who  had  enlisted  for  the  bounty  alone. 
The  Company  was  then  supplied  by  an  assignment 
of  twenty-seven  men  from  Gen.  Stannard’s  Ver- 
mont Brigade  which  was  enlisted  for  nine  months. 
At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,”  con- 
tinues the  “Memoirs  of  Rhode  Island  Officers,”  “one 
section  w^s  ordered  by  Gen.  Abercrombie  to  be  ta- 
ken to  Rappahannock  Station  where  it  remained 
nine  days  with  the  Twelfth  Vermont  regiment. 
Upon  the  return  of  this  section,  the  whole  battery 
was  ordered  to  Chantilly,  where  it  remained  until 
Hooker’s  army  passed  through  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  The  purpose  was  to  join  the  army 
in  its  march  against  Lee,  who  was  concentrating  his 
forces  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.  It  marched  on  the  28th 
of  July,  1863,  to  Arlington  Heights,  reported  to 
Brigadier  Barry,  and  was  ordered  to  Camp  Barry, 
near  Washington,  D.  C.  Here  it  remained  two 
days,  then  marched  to  Long  Bridge,  and  reported 
to  Gen.  De  Russy,  and  afterwards  to  Camp  Barry, 
near  Fort  Ward,  reporting  to  Col.  H.  L.  Abbott, 
commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  Dept.  South  of  the 
Potomac.  About  this  time  the  enlistment  of  the 
men  assigned  from  the  Vermont  Brigade  expired, 
depleting  the  ranks  of  the  Company  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  seemed  improbable  that  the  Battery 
could  get  out  of  the  Department  of  Washington 
and  reach  the  front.  Under  these  circumstances, 
on  the  17th  of  August,  1863,  Capt.  Hazard  resigned 
his  command.” 

After  his  resignation  from  the  service,  Capt. 


Hazard  returned  to  Providence  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  American  \\  ood  Pulp  Company.  The 
manufacture  of  paper  from  wood  in  America  be- 
gan in  this  company’s  mill  at  Royers  Ford,  Pa. 
Later  Capt.  Hazard  was  employed  by  William  H. 
Reynolds,  a cotton  broker  of  Providence,  remain- 
ing with  him  until  1868,  when  he  (Capt.  Hazard) 
formed  a partnership  with  A.  Duncan  Chapin  in 
the  cotton  brokerage  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hazard  & Chapin.  The  partnership  continued 
until  1894  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  the  Hazard 
Cotton  Company,  was  formed,  Capt.  Hazard  being 
elected  president,  'which  office  he  has  since  held. 
He  is  the  oldest  active  cotton  merchant  in  the  city. 

In  politics  Capt.  Hazard  is  a Republican,  al- 
though his  father  and  brother  were  Democrats. 
He  has  never  cared  for  public  office.  He  is  a com- 
panion of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
Massachusetts  Commandery ; a member  of  the  Ma- 
rine Artillery  Veteran  Corps,  of  Providence ; and 
of  Prescott  Post,  No.  i,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Hope  Club,  Squantum  Club  and  Providence 
Art  Club,  and  prominent  in  the  city’s  best  social 
circles.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a churchman,  a 
communicant  of  Grace  Church. 

CONGDON.  One  of  the  old  and  honored  fam- 
ilies of  Providence,  R.  I.,  is  that  of  Congdon,  a 
brief  genealogy  of  which  is  here  given,  the  Roman 
numerals  indicating  generations : 

(I)  Benjamin  Congdon. 

(II)  James  Congdon,  son  of  Benjamin. 

(HI)  Ephraim  Congdon,  son  of  James,  was 

born  March  i,  1732,  and  died  April  13,  1794. 

. (IV)  Nicholas  Congdon,  son  of  Ephraim,  born 
Jan.  12,  1769,  married  Phoebe  Battey,  born  [March 
2,  1772,  and  they  had  children  as  follows;  Barbara, 
born  April  5,  1794,  died  Dec.  27,  1794;  Caleb, 
born  Oct.  27,  1795,  is  mentioned  further  on;  Amey, 
born  Nov.  21,  1797,  married  Henry  Hudson,  and 
died  Jan.  ii,  1877;  Marian,  born  June  ii,  1804, 
died  Alarch  2,  1810;  Phebe,  born  May  27,  1806, 
married  David  Burton,  and  died  Nov.  8.  1872; 
Dorcas,  born  June  26,  1808,  married  Thomas  Hark- 
ness ; and  Eliza,  born  June  i,  1810,  married  Ben- 
jamin Burlingame,  and  died  Nov.  13,  1883. 

(V)  Caleb  Congdon,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  born 
Oct.  27,  1795,  and  died  April  22,  1878.  He  mar- 
ried Jan.  27,  1818,  Mary  Lippitt,  daughter  of  Col. 
Christopher  and  Weight  (Harris)  Lippitt.  She 
died  Nov.  6,  i88r.  Sixty  years  ago  Caleb  Cong- 
don resided  on  the  fami  next  to  Lippitt  Hill,  in 
Cranston,  R.  I.  His  children  were ; Mary  L.,  born 
Aug.  22,  1819,  died  Dec.  22.  1900;  Caleb  B.,  born 
May  5,  1824,  died  Aug.  5,  1834;  Lippitt,  born  May 
13,  1827,  died  in  August,  1884;  and  Victoria,  born 
Dec.  15,  1836,  died  Oct.  31,  1889. 

(VI)  j\Iary  L.  Congdon,  daughter  of  Caleb 
Congdon,  was  married  April  24,  1844,  to  David 
Sands  Harris,  born  Dec.  24.  1812. 

(VH)  [Mary  Congdon  Harris,  born  June  18, 
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1857,  married  Dec.  ii,  1877,  Edward  H.  iMason, 
son  of  Israel  B.  Alason,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children : Howard  Harris,  born  Sept. 
26,  1878,  is  a graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  was  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital, 
New  York  City,  and  is  now  practicing  his  pro- 
fession in  New  York ; Helen  Bowen  was  born 
Oct.  8,  1880;  Ralph  Edward,  Sept.  22,  1882;  Mary 
Lippitt,  Feb.  27,  1886;  Edward  H.,  Jr.,  Sept.  10, 
1888;  and  Louisa  Catherine,  July  8,  1891. 

^ The  Harris  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Mason  is  a 
descendant,  is  an  old  family  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
a full  history  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Jo- 
seph Harris,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mason,  was  born 
June  15,  1770,  son  of  Elisha  Harris,  and  married 
Nov.  25,  1790,  Catharine  Greene.  He  died  in 
Cranston,  R.  L,  Dec^  17,  1853,  and  his  wife  died 
Nov.  25,  1790,  Catharine  Greene.  He  died  In 
as  follows;  Elisha,  Sept.  8,  1791 ; Sarah  Ann,  June 

1793;  Hannah,  Feb.  19,  1795  ; John  Clark,  Nov. 
I3>  17971  Joseph  Greene,  April  4,  1803;  David 
Sands  and  William  Sewell,  twins,  Dec.  24,  1812. 

David  Sands  Harris,  son  of  Joseph  Harris, 
born  Dec.  24,  1812,  married  April  24,  1844,  Mary 
L.  Congdon,  born  Aug.  22,  1819,  daughter  of  Ca- 
leb and  Mary  (Lippitt)  Congdon.  They  had  two 
children:  (i)  Elisha,  born  Feb.  7,  1845, 

April  8,  1876.  He  married  Oct.  22,  1872,  Lydia 
Coit  Lord,  of  New  London  county,  Conn.  (2) 
Mary  Congdon,  born  June  18,  1857,  married  Dec. 
II,  1877,  Edward  H.  Mason. 

WILLIAM  THO^IAS  CRANDELL,  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Home  and  School  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, is  a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  John  Crandall  appears  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
as  early  as  the  year  1651,  where  he  was  associated 
with  the  Baptists.  He  subsequently  became  the 
first  elder  of  that  denomination  at  Westerly.  He 
was  a freeman  in  1655,  was  commissioner  several 
years,  1658-1662,  inclusive.  He  had  half  a square 
assigned  him  at  Westerly  in  1661,  was  deputy  in 
1667,  and  again  in  1670-71.  He  died  at  Newport 
in  1676,  having  moved  there  on  account  of  the  In- 
dian war.  Mr.  Crandall  was  twice  married.  The 
Christian  name  of  his  first  wife,  who  was  buried 
i\Iay  2,  1670,  is  not  known.  His  second  wife’s 
name  was  Hannah.  His  children  were : John, 
James,  Jane,  Sarah,  Peter,  Joseph,  Samuel,  all  born 
to  the  first  wife;  and  Jeremiah  and  Eber,  born  to 
the  secortd  wife. 

(II)  Samuel  Crandall,  born  in  1663,  married 
in  1685,  Sarah  Celley,  who  died  Aug.  3,  1758.  He 
died  May  19,  1736.  Their  children  were:  Samuel, 
born  Oct.  30,  1686;  Mary,  May  17,  1689  (died  July 
II,  1732);  James,  Aug.  23,  1692  (died  Jan.  30, 
1782);  John,  Jan.  ii,  1695;  Peter,  Oct.  25,  1697; 
Joseph,  Nov.  28,  1701  (died  June  2,  1731)  ; 
Thomas,  July  27,  1707. 

(HI)  Samuel  Crandall  (2),  son  of  Samuel  and 


Sarah  (Celley)  Crandall,  born  Oct.  30,  1686,  mar- 
ried jMay  3,  1706,  Mary  Wilbor,  born  in  1685. 
Their  children  were:  Thomas,  born  in  1707;  Eber, 
in  1708;  Samuel,  in  1710;  William  and  John,  in 
1711;  John  (2),  in  1713;  Peter,  in  1715;  Wilbor, 
in  1717;  Sarah,  in  1718;  Joseph,  in  1721  (died 
Jan.  19,  1791)  ; Mary,  born  in  1723  (died  April  4, 
1783)  ; Lois,  in  1725;  Benjamin,  in  1727;  Lemuel, 
in  1729;  Philip,  in  1731;  and  Nathaniel,  in  1733 
(died  April  10,  1821). 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Crandall,  son  of  Samuel  (2) 
and  Mary  (Wilbor),  baptized  June  10,  1733,  in 
the  United  Congregational  Church  of  Little  Comp- 
ton, married  Sarah  Wilcox,  and  had  children: 
Fade,  baptized  in  United  Congregational  Church, 
Tiverton,  in  July,  1757;  Ezra,  baptized  in  same, 
July,  1769;  Nathaniel,  and  perhaps  others.  Na- 
thaniel Crandall,  the  father,  was  a weaver  by  trade. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Crandell  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  (Wilcox),  born  June  2,  1779,  died  in 
1842.  He  was  a baker  by  trade,  and  in  1810  he  lo- 
cated in  Taunton.  On  Dec.  ii,  1802,  he  married 
Comfort  Bailey,  born  Dec.  14,  1781,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Ruth  Bailey.  They  had  four  children: 
William  Bailey,  born  April  16,  1804,  at  Tiverton, 
R.  I. ; Louisa,  who  married  Alex.  Seabury ; Sarah, 
who  married  Charles  Nourse ; and  iMary  Ann,  who 
married  a Leonard. 

(VI)  William  Bailey  Crandell,  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Comfort  (Bailey)  Crandell,  married  in  Taun- 
ton, Abigail  Howard  Wetherbee,  born  in  that  city. 
Their  children  were : Abby,  who  married  Henry 
C.  Perry ; Sarah  Bailey,  who  married  Francis  B. 
Dean,  and  had  two  children,  Lewis  B.  (deceased) 
and  Clarence;  William  Thomas,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; William  Thomas  (2),  born  Aug.  4,  1834;, 
Caroline  W.,  who  lives  in  Taunton;  Charles  Weth- 
erbee, deceased ; and  Marianna,  who  died  young. 

William  Bailey  Crandell  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  was  there  educated. 
For  many  years  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  busi- 
ness in  Iioston,  iMass.,  and  accumulated  a consid- 
erable property.  He  had  an  inherent  love  for 
music,  and  was  a skilful  player  of  the  violin  and 
flute,  and  owned  much  music  and  many  instru- 
ments. In  his  political  faith  he  was  first  a Whig, 
and  later  a Republican.  He  was  influential  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  left  the  record  of  a 
Christian  life  well  lived.  He  died  April  22,  1872, 
in  Taunton,  IMassachusetts. 

(VH)  William  Thomas  Crandell  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  there  attended 
the  public  schools  and  the  academy.  For  a time 
he  engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  Henry  C.  Perry, 
and  in  1868  he  went  to  Boston  and  for  three  years 
engaged  in  a jobbing  shoe  business.  His  father  s 
illness  and  death  recalled  him  to  Taunton,  in  1872, 
and  there  he  remained  until  1878  when  he  removed 
to  Providence.  In  1878  Mr.  Crandell  became  pres- 
ident of  the  Union  for  Christian  Work,  and  so  con- 
tinued for  many  years.  For  ten  years  he  has  been 
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secretary  of  the  State  Home  and  School,  and  is  also 
treasurer  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Hen.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  i\lr.  Crandell  has  already  given  thirty 
years  of  his  life  to  charitable  work  in  Providence. 
He  is  a member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church. 

Mr.  Crandell  was  married  (first)  in  Taunton, 
Mass.,  to  Mary  P.  Ellis.  On  April  i6,  1878,  in 
Providence,  he  married  (second)  Katharine  Louise 
Anthony  Peirce,  daughter  of  James  C.  and  Mary 
B.  Anthony,  and  widow  of  Edward  H.  Peirce,  who 
died  Jan.  16,  1866,  leaving  her  with  two  children; 
(i)  Augustus  R.  Peirce,  born  Nov.  ii,  1862,  now 
president  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  of  Prov- 
idence, married  Ida  \V.  Wilson,  and  has  one  son, 
James  Anthony  Peirce.  (2)  Amy  Mh  Peirce. 

ELLISON  TINKHAM,  late  president  of  the 
Carolina  Mills  Company,  at  Carolina,  R.  L,  was 
one  of  the  well-known  and  successful  woolen  man- 
ufacturers of  the  State,  and  notwithstanding  his 
more  than  fourscore  years  displayed  undiminished 
energy  in  the  management  of  that  company  up  to 
the  time  of  his  decease. 

The  Tinkham  family  from  which  he  descended 
is  of  English  extraction.  Hezekiah  Tinkham,  his 
great-grandfather,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  family 
in  America  and  came  to  the  New  World  some  time 
within  the  period  of  the  R.evolution.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation 
in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  where  he  settled. 
He  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  age, 
and  died  about  1812,  in  Glocester.  In  his  family 
of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
was  a son  Nehemiah,  the  grandfather  of  Ellison 
Tinkham. 

Nehemiah  Tinkham,  son  of  Hezekiah,  married 
and  settled  in  Glocester,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  his  father,  residing  near  Harmony.  He 
died  in  1814.  aged  fifty  years.  In  his  family  of  nine 
children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  was  a son 
Nehemiah,  the  father  of  Ellison. 

Nehemiah  Tinkham,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was 
born  Nov.  28,  1799,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  was  married  to  Alzada  Andrews,  born  Nov. 
23,  1800,  daughter  of  Thomas  Andrews,  a farmer 
of  the  town  of  Glocester.  R.  1.  Like  his  father  and 
grandfather,  Nehemiah  Tinkham  was  a blacksmith, 
and  in  following  that  occupation  at  Harmony,  R.  I., 
continued  the  business  that  was  established  by 
them.  The  children  born  to  Nehemiah  and  Alzada 
Tinkham  were  as  follows:  William,  born  July  8, 
1823,  of  Providence,  is  mentioned  elsewhere;  Elli- 
son is  mentioned  below;  Eliza  W.,  born  June  I5> 
1828,  married  Job  S.  Steere,  and  died  May  9,  1902 ; 
Emeline  E.,  born  Dec.  23,  1830,  married  Isaac 
Dawley,  of  North  Attleboro,  IMass. ; Marv  married 
Jesse  Smith,  and  died  in  Burrillville,  R.  L ; Henry 
A.  resides  at  Harrisville,  R.  L,  unmarried.  The 
father  of  these  children  passed  away  Jan.  i,  1886. 
The  mother  survived  until  Jan.  30,  1894.  They  are 


both  buried  in  the  family  plot  at  Harmony,  Rhode 
Island. 

Ellison  Tinkham  was  born  Sept.  8,  1825,  at 
Harmony,  R.  1.  His  opportunities  for  schooling 
were  confined  to  the  schools  of  his  native  town, 
which  he  attended  about  three  months  during  each 
year,  that  being  the  school  year  in  those  days.  A 
youth  of  that  period  in  a country  section,  when  not 
at  school,  usually  had  some  kind  of  work  to  per- 
form. Such  was  the  case  with  young  Tinkham,  and 
when  but  a lad  he  began  assisting  his  father  in 
the  blacksmith  shop.  Later  his  vacations  were 
spent  wholly  in  his  father’s  shop,  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith.  The  father  was  an  indus- 
trious man,  often  going  to  work  at  daylight  and 
keeping  at  it  until  nine  o’clock  at  night.  In  those 
days  two  stage-coach  lines  ran  through  Harmony, 
and  horseshoeing  had  to  be  done  at  all  times  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  traffic,  so  it  meant  hard 
work  and  long  hours.  Thus  Ellison  Tinkham,  early 
in  life,  secured  a thoroughly  practical  knowledge 
of  hard  work,  and  contracted  those  habits  of  in- 
dustry that  characterized  him  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  he  took  a position  at  the 
old  High  street  furnace,  in  Providence,  and  later 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Chepachet,  for  William 
Hawkins.  Subsequently  returning  to  Harmony,  R. 
L,  he  worked  a while  for  his  father,  whose  shop  he 
then  hired  and  conducted,  this  being  his  first  busi- 
ness venture.  He  was  a hard  worker  and  a good 
mechanic,  having  shod  as  many  as  twenty-five 
horses  all  round  in  one  day. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Tinkham  concluded  to 
try  some  other  business,  so  purchasing  a four-horse 
team  he  went  to  teaming,  engaging  in  that  business 
for  the  Harrisville  Mills,  then  conducted  by  Wil- 
liam Tinkham,  his  brother,  and  Job  S.  Steere,  for 
about  seven  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
that  concern,  doing  repair  work.  It  was  in  1869 
that  he  located  at  Carolina,  on  Eeb.  ist  of  that  year, 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  Eranklin  Metcalf,  having 
taken  charge  of  the  Carolina  Mills,  which  they  had 
purchased,  Mr.  Tinkham  becoming  president, 
which  office  he  filled  until  his  death,  and  Mr.  Met- 
calf treasurer  of  the  company.  These  mills  were 
originally  built  in  1842,  and  until  the  early  part 
of  the  Civil  war  their  product  was  cotton  goods. 
The  demoralized  condition  of  that  industry  about 
that  time  caused  the  product  to  be  changed  to 
woolen  goods,  in  the  manufacture  of  which  the 
plant  has  been  operated  ever  since. 

When  Mr.  Tinkham  and  Mr.  Metcalf  first 
bought  the  mills  the  product  was  mostly  beaver 
overcoatings  and  doeskin.  Subsequently  it  was 
changed  to  fancy  cassimeres.  They  built  additions, 
enlarged  the  factory,  erected  a new  dye  house  and 
added  new  machinery,  making  the  mill  new  and 
up-to-date.  The  product  enjoys  a reputation 
second  to  none  of  its  kind.  Practically  since  1869, 
when  the  Carolina  Mills  Company  started  business, 
the  property  has  been  on  a paying  basis,  with  no 
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serious  intermissions  in  its  activity.  Once  the 
wheels  were  idle  for  two  or  three  w’eeks,  but  that 
was  when  the  canal,  which  carries  w^ater  to  the 
wheel,  was  being  widened.  The  relation  that  this 
concern  bears  to  the  prosperity  of  the  village  of 
Carolina  is  a very  close  one,  and  has  been  so  for 
more  than  thirty-five  years.  The  principal  industry 
in  the  village,  it  furnishes  the  employment  for 
about  the  same  from  year  to  year,  and  a less 
time  about  150  hands  being  engaged,  the  majority 
men  or  boys.  The  number  of  employes  remains 
about  the  same  fro  myear  to  year,  and  a less 
changeful  manufacturing  community  it  would  be 
hard  to  find.  There  is  probably  no  other  mill  in 
the  country  where  the  average  length  of  service 
among  the  employes  is  longer  than  it  is  in  Caro- 
lina, which  signifies  a feeling  of  satisfaction  among 
them,  and  a spirit  of  fairness  on  the  part  of  the 
employers.  The  mill  has  been  running  practically 
all  the  time  wdiether  business  has  been  good  or  bad, 
and  that  the  hands  appreciate  this  is  shown  in  the 
fact  that  the  company  has  never  had  a strike  on 
its  hands.  For  thirty-six  -years  pay  day  has  never 
been  missed  as  the  result  of  a lack  of  funds,  the 
only  cause  for  any  delay  being  on  account  of  bad 
weather  rendering  impossible  the  transportation 
of  funds  from  bank  to  mill. 

Mr.  Tinkham  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  tem- 
perance, and  it  w-as  largely  due  to  his  efforts  that 
the  licensed  saloon  was  driven  out  of  Carolina. 
It  is  doubtful  if  elsewhere  in  Rhode  Island  there 
exists  another  community  where,  in  an  event  of 
the  kind,  such  general  interest,  with  everybody  to 
make  it  a success,  would  have  been  aroused,  as 
was  the  case  with  the  surprise  party  given  j\lr. 
Tinkham  Sept.  8,  1905,  at  Carolina,  in  observance 
of  his  eightieth  birthday. 

The  Providence  Journal  said,  in  part,  of  this 
event:  “Last  Friday  morning  there  was  subdued 
excitement  in  Carolina,  for  plans  were  on  foot  to 
give  Air.  Tinkham  a rousing  surprise  party  in  the 
evening.  For  w-eeks  the  preparations  had  been  in 
order.  A meeting  had  been  held  to  talk  the  mat- 
ter over,  and  practically  every  man  in  Carolina 
had  attended  to  show  his  interest  in  the  scheme. 
Committees  were  appointed,  including  one  to  raise 
money  for  a suitable  testimonial,  and  the  result 
of  this  committee’s  canvass  was  the  purchase  of  a 
handsome  loving  cup  of  silver,  gold-lined,  and  with 
an  ebonized  base.  The  cup  stands  8^  inches  high 
and  weighs  34  ounces,  and  on  the  front  is  this  in- 
scription : ‘Presented  to  Ellison  Tinkham  by  his 
employes  and  friends,  Sept.  8,  1905.’  On  the  re- 
verse are  the  dates:  ‘1825-1905.’ 

“There  was  never  a more  general  movement  to 
honor  a citizen  in  any  Rhode  Island  town.  Air. 
Tinkham’s  friends  and  well-wishers  comprise  all 
Carolina,  and  the  men,  women  and  children  of  the 
village  were  on  hand  en  masse  Friday  evening  to 
witness  the  presentation  and  extend  to  the  re- 
cipient of  the  gift  their  best  wishes  for  ‘many  happy 


returns  of  the  day.  Everybody  in  the  village 
knows  him  and  he  knows  everybody.  One  of  Ins 
friends  said  the  other  day : ‘If  he  goes  away  any- 
where for  a week  he  shakes  hands  all  round  before 
he  starts  and  all  round  when  he  gets  back.’ 

"On  the  morning  of  his  birthday  he  was  at  the 
mills  bright  and  early  and  visited  the  several  rooms, 
shaking  hands  with  everybodv  to  show  his  good 
will.  ‘He  grows  better  as  he  grows  older,’  remarked 
one  of  his  employes.  To  grow  better  as  one  grows 
older  is  a good  enough  ambition  for  anybody.” 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Tinkham  supported  the 
Republican  party  on  national  issues,  but  Prohibi- 
tion sentiment  was  very  strong  in  him  and  his  in- 
fiuence  was  always  against  the  liquor  traific.  He 
chose  the  best  man  regardless  of  politics.  Although 
Air.  Tinkham  was  vitally  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  he  held  few  public  offices,  declining 
offers  time  after  time.  He  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  tax  assessors  of  the  town  for  a number  of 
years,  and  was  also  trustee  of  the  Carolina  school 
district  under  the  old  district  system.  He  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  liberal  supporters  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Carolina.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  National  Niantic  Bank,  of  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  for  some  years. 

Air.  Tinkham  was  married  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  1846,  to  Mercy  A.  Rounds,  of  Foster,  R.  I., 
who  died  Oct.  20,  1878,  in  Carolina.  The  present 
Airs.  Tinkham  was  formerly  Aliss  Alary  L.  Wil- 
liams, born  Alarch  29,  1845,  at  AMrmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  Lebanon,  N.  H. 
From  girlhood  Airs.  Tinkham  was  reared  in  Bos- 
ton and  resided  there  until  her  marriage.  She 
united  with  the  Old  South  Church,  in  Boston,  when 
a girl.  Air.  Tinkham  was  a self-made  man  in  all 
that  the  term  implies.  His  energy  and  ambition 
were  his  capital  when  he  began  life’s  struggle,  and 
that  he  was  successful  was  but  the  just  reward  for 
an  active  and  honorable  life,  as  his  every-day  rec- 
ord would  show.  He  died  Dec.  12,  1907,  at  his 
home  in  Carolina,  of  pneumonia,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Harmony. 

SAAIUEL  WARD  WELL  PECKHAAI,  de- 
ceased, was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  able 
representatives  of  an  old  family  of  Rhode  Island 
and  one  whose  pure  and  upright  life  earned  the 
genuine  love  and  esteem  of  all  who  were  privileged 
to  know  him. 

Air.  Peckham  was  a descendant  of  John  Peck- 
ham,  the  ancestor  of  those  bearing  the  name  in 
Rhode  Island,  who  was  of  record  at  Newport  in 
1838.  A full  account  of  the  early  history  of  the 
family  is  given  in  another  part  of  this  volume.  The 
lineage  of  Samuel  Wardwell  Peckham  to  the  emi- 
grant John,  is  through  Thomas  and  Sarah  Ward- 
well,  Thomas  and  Hannah  Weaver,  Peleg  and  Eliz- 
abeth Coggeshall,  Joseph  and  Wait  Gould,  John 
(2)  and  Sarah,  and  emigrant  John  and  Alary 
Clarke. 
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Thomas  Peckham,  grandfather  of  Samnel  \V., 
born  June  20,  1747,  married  June  29,  1778,  Hannah 
Weaver.  She  was  born  Nov.  ii,  1756,  daughter 
of  James  and  Rebecca  (Coggeshall)  Weaver,  a de- 
scendant of  Clement  Weaver  through  Thomas,  Cle- 
ment (2),  and  James  Weaver  of  Middletown,  R. 
I.  Mr.  Peckham  lived  in  Middletown,  where  he 
died  Dec.  18,  1825;  i\lrs.  Peckham  died  June  16, 

1835- 

Thomas  Peckham,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1783,  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  and  his  early 
life  was  spent  in  Newport.  He  received  a good 
common  school  education,  and  when  a young  man 
taught  school  in  Middletown.  Later  he  went  to 
Bristol  and  entered  the  employ  of  Col.  Thomas 
Coles,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  and  was  there  resid- 
ing when  he  was  married.  Soon  after  this  event 
he  came  to  Providence  and  became  deputy  collector 
of  customs  at  the  time  WMlter  Danforth  was  col- 
lector. Mr.  Peckham  held  that  position  for  nearly 
forty  years,  or  until  a short  time  before  his  death, 
July  19,  1843.  Dis  remains  were  interred  in  Swan 
Point  cemetery.  In  his  political  sentiments  Mr. 
Peckham  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  was  a great 
admirer  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  He  belonged  to  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  although  his  ances- 
tors were  members  of  the  Society  of  hriends. 

On  Nov.  29,  1809,  Mr.  Peckham  was  married 
to  Sarah  Wardwell,  of  Bristol,  daughter  of  Col. 
Samuel  and  Lydia  Wardwell  and  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  leading  families  of  Bristol. 
Mrs.  Peckham  survived  her  husband  for  many 
years,  dying  April  15,  1868.  Their  children  were 
seven  in  number:  (i)  Eliza  A.,  born  Feb.  6,  1811, 
died  unmarried  in  1899.  (2)  Edward  L.,  born 

June  4,  1812,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
banking  business  at  Providence,  later  becoming  a 
resident  of  Adams,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  He 
finally  returned  to  Providence  and  there  died  in 
1889.  (3)  Samuel  W.,  born  July  5,  1814,  is  men- 

tioned below.  (4)  Charles,  born  June  6,  1816,  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  resided  at  North  Provi- 
dence, where  he  died  in  January,  1902.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Farnum,  and  had  five  children, 
Stephen,  Richard,  Charles  Edward,  Mary  and 
Anna.  (5)  Thomas  C.,  born  Aug.  8,  1818,  married 
(first)  Sophia  Ross,  and  (second)  Lydia  Jennings. 
He  was  a farmer  and  resided  at  Rum- 
ford,  in  the  town  of  East  Providence,  where 
he  died  April  22,  1905.  He  had  three 

children,  Sophia,  Thomas  and  Lewis.  (6) 
Sarah  Wardwell,  born  Oct.  27,  1820,  resides  in 
Providence.  (7)  Hannah,  born  Nov.  2,  1822,  mar- 
ried Edward  W.  Billings,  and  resided  in  Provi- 
dence, where  Mr.  Billings  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  She  died  in  1895,  leaving  two 
children:  Clara,  Mrs.  Charles  Nichols;  and 
Charles  W. 

Samuel  Wardwell  Peckham  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, July  5,  1814,  and  was  prepared  for  college 


in  his  native  city  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Ros- 
well Smith,  whose  school  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Beneficent  Congregational  Church.  He  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  admitted  to  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  was  graduated  in  1832,  being  the  last 
surviving  member  of  his  class.  After  graduation 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  addition  to 
which  he  later  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts,  in  course,  he  taught  school  for  a few  months 
and  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Richard 
Ward  Greene,  afterwards  chief  justice  of  the  State. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1836,  and  ten  years 
later  was  justice  and  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Magis- 
trates in  Providence  from  1846  to  1853,  and  Jus- 
tice of  the  Police  Court  from  1857  to  1867.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1857  he  was  clerk  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court.  Eor  more  than  thirty  years  he  acted 
as  a Master  in  Chancery,  during  which  time  many 
cases  of  the  first  importance  were  referred  to  him. 
Many  prominent  legal  friends  urged  Mr.  Peckham 
to  allow  his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candidate 
for  election  as  a member  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  he  refused. 

Hatred  of  slavery  made  Mr.  Peckham  a Repub- 
lican in  politics.  He  had  no  taste  for  political  life, 
but  his  friends  prevailed  on  him  to  accept  a nom- 
ination to  the  office  of  alderman  and  he  was  elected 
in  1875,  and  again  in  1880  and  1881.  Although 
urged  by  his  friends  he  would  not,  however,  ac- 
cept a nomination  as  mayor.  In  his  keen  sense  for 
honest  management  of  funds  held  in  trust  by  the 
city  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  he  succeeded  in 
bringing  about  the  abolishment  of  the  banquets 
for  the  board  of  aldermen  and  their  friends,  which 
had  long  been  given  at  the  quarterly  meetings  held 
at  the  Dexter  Asylum.  His  studious  habits  and  re- 
tiring nature  caused  him  to  withdraw  from  the  ac- 
tive exercise  of  his  profession  as  an  advocate  be- 
fore the  courts,  and  kept  him  from  extended  par- 
ticipation in  political  life. 

Through  the  love  of  good  literature,  Mr.  Peck- 
ham was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  and  friends 
of  the  Providence  Athenaeum,  and  he  was  earnestly 
loyal  to  it  through  life.  He  was  its  librarian  and  di- 
rector from  1836  to  1838,  and  its  secretary  and  a 
director  from  1836  to  1845,  again  from  1856 
to  1857.  He  was  elected  a director  and  served  forty- 
one  years  as  such,  remaining  constantly  a director, 
excepting  during  the  years  he  was  ineligible,  in 
accordance  with  the  rule  of  the  Athenaeum,  which 
requires  at  least  one  year  to  pass  before  a re-elec- 
tion. He  was  elected  president  of  the  Athenaeum 
in  1888,  but  declined.  In  1889  he  yielded  to  ear- 
nest solicitation  and  accepted  the  presidency,  and 
after  that  he  was  annually  re-elected  and  died  in 
office.  He  wrote  the  annual  reports  of  1844,  1850, 
1883  and  1886.  The  last,  the  semi-centennial  re- 
port, contains  an  historical  account  of  the  Athen- 
aeum written  by  one  who  took  part  in  its  organ- 
ization fifty  years  earlier.  He  was  the  last  survivor 
of  the  first  board  of  directors  elected  in  1836.  He 
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was  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  of  Providence 
from  1845  to  1849,  from  1855  to  1857.  Al- 
ways a studious  man,  after  graduation  from  college 
Mr.  Peckham  became  familiar  wdth  French  and 
German,  and  extended  his  knowledge  of  Latin  and 
Greek.  When  over  sixty  years  old  he  began  to 
study  Hebrew,  and  learned  to  read  the  Old  Testa- 
ment in  the  original.  He  observed  nature  keenly. 
Botany  w'as  a favorite  study,  and  philosophy  and 
theology  also  received  his  attention.  He  loved 
music,  and  through  life  he  subscribed  to  the  va- 
rious movements  which  were  designed  to  promote 
in  his  native  city  a knowledge  and  appreciation  of 
the  best  forms  of  this  art.  Mr.  Peckham  wrote 
many  fugitive  poems  for  his  relatives  and  friends, 
and  took  pleasure  in  his  late  years  in  gathering 
them  and  printing  them  for  private  distribution. 
Many  of  these  he  printed  in  a little  volume  entitled 
“Verses  in  Various  IMoods  and  on  Various  Occa- 
sions.” 

A member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
Unitarian,  of  Providence,  Mr.  Peckham  was  pres- 
ident of  the  society  for  many  years.  He  w^as  a 
man  of  the  loftiest  integrity  and  loyalty  of  char- 
acter. He  loved  the  pure,  the  good,  the  straight- 
forward, and  hated  the  unclean,  the  base,  the  evas- 
ive. His  faults  were  those  of  a high-minded  and 
exact  man,  impatient  with  what  seemed  to  him  to 
be  wrong  or  irregular.  His  retiring  disposition  made 
his  merits  less  well  known  to  the  mass  of  his  fellow 
citizens  than  they  should  have  been  known  for  the 
public  benefit. 

On  May  14,  1846,  IMr.  Peckham  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  Dunnell,  of  Providence,  hlrs. 
Peckham  died  Aug.  13,  1849,  of  smallpox,  carried 
from  a client  who  visited  Mr.  Peckham  in  his  office. 
His  rare  life-long  devotion  to  her  memory,  known 
to  his  dearest  friends,  expressed  itself  at  the  end  of 
his  life  in  his  gift  to  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
to  establish  a free  bed  in  her  name.  Mr.  Peckham 
passed  away  at  his  home,  June  29,  1895. 

The  home  of  Thomas  Peckham  was  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Benefit  and  Arnold  streets  and  there  his  fam- 
ily resided  until  1869,  when  Samuel  W.  Peckham 
and  his  sisters,  Eliza  A.  and  Sarah  W.,  removed 
to  No.  171  Power  street,  and  there  Miss  Sarah  W. 
Peckham  continues  to  reside. 

JOHN  HEATHCOTE,  the  senior  member  and 
founder  of  the  firm  of  John  Heathcote  & Son,  man- 
ufacturers of  tentering  and  drying  machines,  for 
stretching  and  drying  all  kinds  of  woolen  and 
worsted  goods,  shawls,  felts,  etc.,  is  one  of  the  well 
known  and  substantial  citizens  of  Providence  and 
one  of  the  well  known  members  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Heathcote  was  born  near  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, April  30,  1833.  son  of  Luke  and  Mary  (Fer- 
guson) Heathcote.  He  was  about  nine  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Providence  and  his  associations 


therefore  have  always  been  with  that  citv.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  pul)lic  schools’  of  Provi- 
dence, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade  in  the  Franklin  Foun- 
dry & Machine  Company’s  works,  at  that  time  one 
of  the  leading  establishments  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  Soon  after  completing  his  apprenticeship 
of  four  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Corliss 
& Nightingale  Engine  Company,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained two  or  three  years.  After  that  he  was  two 
or  three  years  with  Brown  & Sharpe,  the  founders 
of  the  now-  famous  manufacturing  company  of  that 
name,  in  a little  old  shop  on  South  Alain  street, 
when  the  firm  employed  but  seven  or  eight  hands. 
After  leaving  them  he  held  an  official  position  in 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  Franklin  Foundrv  & 
Alachine  Company  for  a time,  and  about  1866 
started  in  business  for  himself. 

In  partnership  with  James  Barbour,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Barbour  & Heathcote,  Air.  Heathcote 
established  a business  in  steam,  gas  and  water  pip- 
ing and  brass  finishings.  A few  years  later,  under 
the  same  partnership,  he  bought  out  the  patent  of 
the  J.  S.  Winsor  Tentering  and  Drying  Alachine, 
and  went  into  manufacturing,  and  in  1874  he 
bought  out  his  partner’s  interest  and  prosecuted 
the  business  by  himself.  This  drying  machine,  the 
Winsor  Dryer,  patented  in  1861,  of  wdiich  Air. 
Heathcote  has  made  a specialty  in  his  business  ever 
since,  was  for  a long  time  the  only  chain  dryer  in 
use  for  woolen  or  worsted  goods,  blankets,  shawls, 
etc.  Alany  years  after  the  machine  was  copied,  in 
a horizontal  form,  by  foreign  builders,  and  later  the 
foreign-built  machine  was  copied  by  others  in  this 
country.  In  1870  Air.  Heathcote  bought  all  the 
patent  rights  and  entirely  remodeled  the  machine, 
since  when  improvements  have  been  added  from 
time  to  time,  strengthening  its  parts ; two  new  pat- 
terns, for  heavier  w’ork,  have  been  added. 

In  1896  Air.  Heathcote  put  up  a machine  of 
twenty-three  tons,  the  largest  and  first  of  its  style 
ever  made  in  this  country,  for  a large  felt  manufac- 
turing concern  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
firm  of  John  Heathcote  & Son  also  manufacture 
mast  arms,  which  are  in  use  throughout  the  city  of 
Providence  for  extending  over  the  streets  to  sup- 
port electric  lamps.  These  had  for  many  vears 
been  manufactured  under  the  name  of  the  Russell 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  but  the  business 
is  now  an  adjunct  to  Air.  Heathcote’s  other  inter- 
ests. For  many  years  Mr.  Heathcote  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Russell  Electric  Alanufacturing  Com- 
pany. The  special  feature  of  their  mast  arm  is  that 
it  provides  facilities  for  trimming  lamps  without 
low'ering  and  as  many  lamps  are  required  in  posi- 
tions where  it  would  be  impossible  to  lower  them, 
these  mast  arms  are  largely  used.  The  company 
are  the  only  authorized  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States  and  this  device,  like  their  tentering 
and  drying  machine,  has  been  sold  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Though  he  still  retains  his  financial 
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interest  in  the  business  he  founded,  ]vlr.  Heathcote 
has  during  the  past  few  years  practically  with- 
drawn from  active  management,  in  which  he  has 
been  succeeded  by  his  son. 

Mr.  Heathcote  was  married  Aug.  20,  1856,  to 
Miss  Jane  Barbour,  daughter  of  George  and  Ellen 
(Crawshaw)  Barbour,  of  Providence.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  Ella  J.  and  George  H. 

i\lr.  John  Heathcote  is  well  known  socially  in 
I’rovidence,  and  is  a member  of  the  Central  and 
Pomham  Clubs,  serving  as  president  of  the  latter 
for  five  years — 1896  to  1901.  In  iMasonic  circles, 
where  he  is  very  prominent,  he  was  raised  to  the 
degree  of  Master  iMason  in  1863,  in  Mt.  Vernon 
Lodge,  and  became  a charter  member  of  Adelphoi 
Lodge,  No.  33,  constituted  in  1876,  of  which  he  is 
past  master,  having  served  as  worshipful  master 
in  1881  ; he  belongs  to  Providence  Chapter  and 
I’rovidence  Council,  and  is  past  commander  of  St. 
John's  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  serving  as 
commander  in  1886.  He  has  reached  the  thirty- 
second  degree.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of 
De  Molay  Mounted  Commandery,  No.  4,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ; an  honorary  member  of  Gethsemane 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  Newtonville, 
IMass. ; and  an  honorary  member  of  St.  Andrew 
Commandery,  at  Richmond,  Va.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Veteran  iMasonic  Association,  Veteran 
Firemen's  Association,  and  several  other  organiza- 
tions. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but 
he  has  steadfastly  declined  to  accept  office. 

iMr.  Heathcote  is  a self-made  man.  His  suc- 
cess has  been  the  result  of  unbounded  energy,  grim 
determination,  and  the  proper  a])plication  of  his 
extraordinary  mechanical  and  business  ability. 

George  H.  Heathcote  has  been  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  business  for  a number  of  years, 
and  July  i,  1901,  became  a partner,  taking  the  posi- 
tion of  general  manager,  which  he  had  really  held 
for  several  years  previous.  In  fraternal  connection 
he  is  a past  master  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  of  which  he 
served  as  master  in  1894,  and  is  also  a member  of 
St.  John's  Commandery.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Central  Club.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Tempest, 
and  has  one  son,  Clifford  Davenport,  born  in  Oc- 
tober, 1892. 

HENRY  AUDLEY  CLARKE,  after  a long 
life  devoted  to  the  world  of  finance,  in  which  he  has 
attained  high  and  honorable  position,  is  now  living 
retired  on  his  beautiful  estate,  “Wyndsweepe,”  at 
Jamestown,  R.  I.  The  land  has  been  in  the  family 
name  for  over  one  hundred  years.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
born  at  Newport,  Jan.  20,  1832,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
the  State,  members  in  each  generation  jilaying  im- 
portant and  leading  j)arts  in  public  and  financial 
affairs. 

(I)  Jeremiah  Clarke,  the  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  the  American  shore,  was  a native  of 
England,  and  there  married  Frances  Latham, 


daughter  of  Lewis  Latham  and  widow  of  Thomas 
Dougan.  Mr.  Clarke  was  at  Portsmouth,  R.  L, 
where  his  name  appears  Jan.  2,  1638,  as  attending 
a general  meeting.  In  April,  1639,  was  at 
Newport,  where  he  afterward  made  his  home.  He 
was  constable  in  1639;  lieutenant  in  1642;  and 
captain  in  1644.  From  1644  to  1647  "'vas  treas- 
urer of  Portsmouth,  and  from  1647  to  1649  treas- 
urer of  Providence  Plantations.  In  May,  1648,  on 
the  suspension  of  William  Coddington,  Governor 
of  the  Providence  Plantations,  he  was  elected  to 
fill  the  office  and  administer  the  government  during 
that  year  under  the  title  of  President  Regent.  He 
was  a leader  of  the  faction  opposed  to  the  schemes 
of  Governor  Coddington,  and  was  quite  active  and 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Colony.  After  1649, 
when  he  resigned  as  treasurer  of  the  Providence 
Plantations,  he  held  no  other  public  office.  He 
died  in  1661.  His  widow  married  for  her  third 
husband  Rev.  William  \Mughn,  first  pastor  of  the 
Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  She  died  in 
1667,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  The  children 
born  to  Jeremiah  Clarke  were:  Frances,  born  in 
1638,  married  Randell  Holden;  Walter,  born  in 
1640,  who  died  Aug.  22,  1714,  was  also  governor 
of  the  Colony;  Alary,  born  in  1641,  married  (first) 
Gov.  John  Cranston,  and  (second)  John  Stenton, 
and  died  April  7,  1711 ; Jeremiah  was  born  in  1643; 
Latham,  born  in  1644,  married  (first)  Hannah  Wil- 
bour  and  (second)  Anne  Newberry,  and  died  June 
I,  17191  Weston,  born  July  2,  1648,  married  (first) 
Margaret  Easton  and  (second)  Rebecca  Easton, 
widow  of  Peter  Easton,  Jr.;  James,  born  in  1649, 
married  Plope  Power,  of  Providence,  and  died 
Dec.  I,  1736;  Sarah,  born  in  1651,  married  Gov. 
Caleb  Carr,  of  Newport. 

(II)  Jeremiah  Clarke,  son  of  Gov.  Jeremiah, 
was  born  in  1643,  in  Newport,  and  was  made  a free- 
man in  1666.  From  1696  to  1705  he  was  deputy 
from  Newport.  He  married  Ann  Audley,  who  died 
Dec.  13,  1732,  and  their  children  were:  Jeremiah, 
who  married  Alary  Sisson ; Henry,  who  married 
Jude  Clarke;  James,  who  married  Alary  Buckling; 
Samuel,  who  married  Hannah  Willcocks ; Weston, 
who  married  Alary  Willott;  Frances,  who  married 
John  Sanford ; Ann,  who  married  William  Grin- 
nell ; and  Sarah,  who  married  Jeremiah  Weeden. 

(III)  Samuel  Clarke,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Ann, 
was  born  in  Newport  in  1687,  and  there  spent  his 
entire  life.  He  married  Hannah  Willcocks,  and  died 
Oct.  18,  1761,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  Their 
children  were : John,  who  married  Alary  Rogers ; 
Audley ; Samuel,  who  married  Diana  Weeden ; and 
Daniel,  who  married  Alary  Cranston. 

(I\  ) Audley  Clarke,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
in  Newport,  and  there  married  Sarah  WYeden, 
who  died  Sept.  17,  1749.  Their  children  were; 
Peleg,  born  Jan.  3,  1734;  Audley,  born  in  1739; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Daniel  Wilcox. 

(\")  Peleg  Clarke,  son  of  Audley,  was  born 
Jan.  3,  1734,  in  Newport,  and  there  became  quite 
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prominent  in  the  mercantile  business,  being  one  of 
Newport's  leading  merchants.  During  the  Revo- 
lution he  was  a loyalist,  and  was  agent  for  the 
British  at  Newport  during  its  occupation.  This 
made  him  very  unpopular  with  the  patriotic  ele- 
ment, and  he  left  Newport  for  a time,  but  later  re- 
turned and  there  spent  his  last  days.  He  died  Dec. 
4,  1803,  aged  nearly  seventy  years.  He  married 
Mary  Gardner,  and  their  children  were : Sarah, 
born  Sept.  19,  1759;  Peleg,  born  Jan.  23,  1761; 
Mary,  born  Jan.  19,  1764;  a daughter,  born  Dec. 
2,  1765,  who  died  in  infancy;  Nancy,  born  Aug. 

'8,  1768;  and  Audley,  born  June  26,  1770. 

(VI)  Audley  Clarke,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born  in 
Newport  June  26,  1770.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  town,  and  became  one  of  the  city’s  lead- 
ing men  and  financiers.  He  was  identified  with  the 
Bank  of  Rhode  Island  from  its  foundation  in  1795, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  9,  1844,  in 
his  seventy-fourth  year.  For  nearly  thirty  years 
he  was  president  of  the  bank,  which  office  he  was 
still  ably  filling  when  he  died.  He  was  the  owner 
of  considerable  real  estate,  both  in  Newport  and 
Jamestown,  and  was  very  well  known  all  through 
this  part  of  the  country.  On  Dec.  8,  1794,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Gardner,  daughter  of  Caleb  Gardner, 
one  of  the  best  known  men  of  his  day.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Peleg,  born  in  1795;  Sarah  Ann,  who 
died  May  13,  1834;  Mary  Gibbs,  who  married  Rev. 
A.  H.  Dumont,  and  died  Aug.  18,  1865;  William 
A.;  Harriet,  who  died  April  23,  1886;  Henry  Au- 
gustus, who  died  Jan.  19,  1826;  Edward,  who  died 
Oct.  7,  1852;  Elizabeth,  who  died  Feb.  7,  1838;  and 
Ann,  who  died  April  i,  1823. 

(VTI)  Peleg  Clarke,  eldest  son  of  Audley,  was 
born  in  Newport  in  1795,  and  died  Feb.  20,  1862, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  On  reaching  man- 
hood he  became  interested  in  the  industries  of  his 
native  city,  and  for  a time  was  engaged  in  the  dis- 
tillery business,  making  New  England  rum,  at 
which  he  continued  until  a great  temperance  wave 
swept  over  the  State,  and  he  went  out  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  then  became  interested  in  whaling  and 
was  the  owner  of  whaling  vessels,  carrying  on  this 
business  until  there  were  more  vessels  engaged  in 
that  line  than  there  were  whales  to  be  caught.  He 
was  the  owner  of  the  whaling  vessel  “Audley 
Clarke,”  which  was  named  for  his  father,  and 
which  was  purchased  by  a company  composed  of 
seventy  men,  mostly  from  Newport  county,  who 
fitted  out  the  vessel  for  their  trip  to  the  gold  fields 
of  California  during  the  excitement  incident  to 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  that  far  western  State. 
This  vessel,  carrying  the  members  of  the  company, 
sailed  from  Newport  in  the  spring  of  1849  for  Cal- 
ifornia by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  making  a successful 
voyage  to  its  destination.  The  remainder  of  his 
life  Mr.  Clarke  devoted  to  the  banking  business. 
He  was  president  of  the  old  Bank  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  later  became  the  National  Bank  of  Rhode 
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Island,  of  which  his  father  was  one  time  president 
and  his  brother  the  cashier.  In  Newport  he  mar- 
ried Caroline  M.  Moore,  daughter  of  William  and 
Hannah  Moore,  the  former  a well-known  merchant 
of  Newport.  Their  children  were:  Henry  Audley, 
born  Jan.  20,  1832,  is  mentioned  below;  William 
Moore,  born  April  3,  1838,  died  in  Newport  Aug. 
15,  1867,  at  which  time  he  was  cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Rhode  Island;  Dumont,  born  Oct.  i,  1840,  is 
a well-known  banker  of  New  York,  being  president 
for  a number  of  years  of  The  American  Exchange 
National  Bank  of  that  city. 

(VHI)  Henry  Audley  Clarke,  our  subject,  son 
of  Peleg,  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  NYwport, 
where  he  attended  school  and  laid  the  foundation 
for  his  future  usefulness.  He  entered  the  old  Bank 
of  Rhode  Island  as  a clerk,  under  his  uncle,  who 
was  cashier,  and  there  he  continued  until  of  age. 
In  1853  he  went  to  New  York  and  accepted  a po- 
sition in  the  Bank  of  America,  on  Wall  street,  and 
for  a period  of  thirty-two  years  filled  various  po- 
sitions of  trust  with  this  bank.  In  1885  he  resigned 
from  his  banking  interests  and  returned  to  Rhode 
Island,  settling  down  to  the  life  of  a gentleman 
farmer.  He  settled  on  the  Caleb  Gardner  land,  in 
Jamestown,  a tract  he  inherited  from  his  grand- 
father, Audley  Clarke,  and  here,  with  his  brother 
Dumont,  he  has  made  extensive  improvements, 
building  a fine  summer  home  which  overlooks 
beautiful  Narragansett  bay.  He  has  also  erected 
two  farm  houses,  and  buildings  of  all  kinds,  turn- 
ing a comparatively  uncultivated  tract  into  well 
tilled  fields.  Here  he  spends  his  summers,  while 
his  winters  are  passed  in  New  York  City  or  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

Although  Mr.  Clarke  has  practically  retired  from 
business  he  still  gives  considerable  time  to  the 
Newport  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company, 
of  Providence,  in  which  he  is  a director.  He  is  also 
interested  in  the  new  Jamestown  and  Newport 
ferry.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a man  of  genial  disposition 
and  refined  tastes,  a good  conversationalist,  and 
a most  pleasing  companion.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Jeflfersonian  Democrat,  and  he  is  a great  admirer 
and  firm  supporter  of  ex-President  Cleveland.  He 
has  had  no  personal  ambition  for  office  holding, 
but  he  has  been  influential  is  assisting  those  who 
desire  public  positions. 

On  Sept.  24,  1861,  Mr.  Clarke  was  married  to 
Miss  Fanny  Randolph  Wood,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  Wood,  of  Newport.  She  died  Oct.  8,  1904, 
in  Jamestown,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery 
at  Newport.  This  union  was  blessed  with  the  fol- 
lowing children : Audley,  born  Sept.  5)  1862,  is  now 
engaged  in  the  builders’  supplies  business  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; he  married,  Jan.  20,  1892,  Lula  Car- 
scailan,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  four 
children.  William  Littlefield,  born  Jan.  6,  1865, 
died  Dec.  24,  1872.  Catherine  F.,  born  Sept.  15, 
1866,  died  ^^larch  10,  1876.  Caroline  Moore,  born 
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June  23.  18C8,  resides  at  home.  Jessie  Frances, 
born  Dec.  4,  1873,  niarried  Philip  L.  Raymond,  of 
Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  Oskytel  Henry,  born  March  29, 
1880,  is  in  business  with  his  brother  in  Brooklyn  ; 
he  is  unmarried. 

M'illi.vm  Auuley  Clarke,  son  of  Aud- 
ley  and  uncle  of  Henry  Audley  Clarke,  and  for  many 
years  a well-known  banker  of  Newport,  was  born 
March  22,  1803.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Newport,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
became  a clerk  in  the  old  Bank  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  later  became  the  National  Bank  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, of  which  his  father  \vas  president.  He  con- 
tinued a faithful  employee  of  that  hank  as  long  as 
he  lived,  working  his  way  through  all  the  steps 
from  the  humble  position  of  clerk  to  that  of  presi- 
dent. This  honoi'ed  institution  was  the  second  of 
its  kind  established  in  Rhode  Island.  For  twenty- 
four  years  William  A.  Clarke  held  the  responsible 
position  of  cashier,  and  from  1862  until  his  death, 
March  20,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  he 
was  its  honored  president,  being  at  that  time  one  of 
the  oldest  bank  officials  in  the  country  and  the  oldest 
in  the  State.  He  took  a deep  interest  in  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  Newport,  and  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  company  that  introduced  telegraphy  in 
the  city.  He  was  always  progressive  in  his  ideas, 
and  he  was  quick  to  grasp  the  practical  from  the 
many  new  ideas  advanced,  and  always  ready  to 
give  everything  a fair  trial. 

IMr.  Clarke  was  a man  of  the  highest  integrity 
and  respected  by  all.  He  was  well  read,  and  well 
posted  on  current  events.  In  politics  he  was,  like 
all  his  family,  a Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  type. 
His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the  Unitarian 
Church.  He  never  married. 

SAYLES  (Woonsocket-Providence  family), 
'fhe  Sayles  family  of  Rhode  Island,  one  among  the 
early  ones,  has  also  been  one  of  achievement  in 
various  lines  of  effort,  and  as  well  it  is  an  historic 
one,  the  earliest  known  American  ancestor  having- 
married  a daughter  of  Roger  \\  illiams,  the  "Apos- 
tle of  Liberty.”  Largely  a Providence  county 
family  and  of  the  towns  created  out  of  the  ancient 
town*  of  Providence,  it  has  been  especially  promi- 
nent in  more  recent  years,  in  the  now  capital  city 
of  the  State,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  and  at  Paw- 
tucket, in  which  communities  have  figured  such 
men  as  the  late  Hon.  William  F.,  Hon.  Frederick 
C.,  Hon.  Alfred  Z.,  Col.  Willard  and  Col.  Welcome 
B.’  Sayles,  all  men  of  distinction — men  of  achieve- 
ment, some  of  whom,  of  large  means  and  of  as 
large  generosity,  left  enduring  monuments. 

'fhe  different  branches  of  this  family  are  treated 
separately,  this  article  being  confined  to  the  fam- 
ilv  and  lineage  of  James  )\I.  Sayles,  whose  son,  the 
late  lames  Reidell  Sayles.  was  for  years  widely 
known  in  the  drug  trade  in  Providence ; while 
James  M..  long  and  favorably  known  as  a cotton 
manufacturer,  and  more  recently  in  connection  with 


silver  mining  in  Colorado,  is  yet  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four  years  a citizen  of  Providence. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  from  the 
American  ancestor  the  genealogy  and  family  his- 
tory of  the  branch  designated  as  the  Woonsocket- 
Providence  family. 

(I)  John  Sayles,  who,  says  tradition,  came  from 
England  in  1645,  of  record  at  Providence  in 
1651.  He  became  a freeman  in  1655.  He  held  va- 
rious public  offices,  serving  a number  of  years  as 
assistant,  commissioner,  town  clerk  and  town  treas- 
urer, deputy,  and  member  of  the  town  council.  He 
married  about  1650  IMary,  daughter  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. They  died  in  1681,  and  their  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Easton  burying  ground  in  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  born  July 
II,  1652;  John,  born  Aug.  17,  1654;  Isabel;  Phelie ; 
Eleanor;  and  Catherine,  born  in  1671  ; and  possibly 
Deborah. 

(IF)  John  Sayles  (2),  born  Aug.  17,  1654,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Gluey,  horn  Jan.  3,  1666,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Gluey,  and  they  were  of  Providence. 
Mr.  Sayles  became  a freeman  in  1681.  He  was 
twice  deputy.  Mrs.  Sayles  died  in  1699,  and  Mr. 
Sayles  passed  away  in  1727;  both  were  buried  in 
Providence.  Their  children  were : IMary,  born 
May  30,  1689;  John,  Jan.  13,  1692;  Richard,  Get. 
24,  1695;  Daniel,  Dec.  13,  1697;  and  Thomas,  Feb. 
9,  1699. 

(Ill)  Richard  Sayles,  born  Get.  24,  1695,  mar- 
ried (first)  Nov.  24,  1720,  Mercy,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Mowry)  Phillips,  and  they 
were  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  of  which  town  he  was 
town  clerk  in  1731.  IMr.  Sayles  was  also  a sur- 
veyor, and  laid  out  much  land  in  that  region  of 
country.  His  death  occurred  about  1775. 

(IV  ) Capt.  Israel  Sayles,  born  March  17,. 
1725-26,  married  Vlarsa  (Alercy)  Whipple,  and 
they  resided  in  Glocester,  R.  I.  Their  children 
were : Richard,  Esek,  Elisha,  Christopher,  Royal, 
Ahah,  Daniel,  VI  ary,  Roha,  Rebecca  and  VIercy. 
Capt.  Israel  Sayles  was  not  only  a well-to-do- 
farmer,  but  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  mechani- 
cal genius.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  town  council  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  He, 
too,  was  a jiatriot  of  the  Revolution,  having  served 
in  Captain  Hopkins’  Company,  Colonel  Lippitt’s 
Regiment,  in  1776,  and,  it  is  said,  under  General 
Sullivan.  * 

(V)  Esek  Sayles,  son  of  Capt.  Israel,  married 
Dorkis  (Dorcas),  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Sarah 
(Gluey)  Brown,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  he  a direct 
descendant  of  Chad  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  the  cel- 
ebrated Brown  family  of  Providence,  from  whom 
his  lineage  was  through  John.  Ghadiah,  and  Chad 
Brown  (2),  the  latter  of  whom  had  settled  in  Glo- 
cester, on  land  separated  by  the  Chepachet  river ; 
and  she  a direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Gluey,  a 
native  of  Hertford,  Hertfordshire,  England,  who 
came  to  America  in  the  ship  "Planter,”  stopping 
first  at  Salem,  Mass.,  hut  who  later  was,  with 
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Roger  Williams,  one  of  the  founders  of  Providence. 
JNlr.  Olney  was  one  of  the  original  thirteen  pro- 
prietors of  Providence;  from  him  Mrs.  Brown’s 
descent  is  through  Epenetus,  Epenetus  (2),  and 
James.  The  children  of  Esek  and  Dorkis  (Dorcas) 
(Brown)  Sayles  were  Rebecca,  Chad  and  others. 

(\T)  Chad  Sayles,  son  of  Esek  and  Dorkis 
(Brown)  Sayles,  born,  perhaps,  in  that  part  of 
Glocester  which  became  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  was 
twice  married,  first  to  a Mathewson,  and,  second, 
to  Sarah  Peckham.  Mr.  Sayles  was  occupied  in 
farming,  a resident  of  Glocester.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  were  born  to 
the  first  wife  and  five  to  the  second.  His  children 
were:  Maria,  Eliza,  Alice,  Laura  (born  to  the  first 
marriage),  Emeline,  Marcy  Ann,  Charlotte,  Har- 
riet and  James  M. 

(VTI)  James  M.  S.wles,  son  of  Chad  and  Sa- 
rah (Peckham)  Sayles,  was  born  April  9,  1824, 
in  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  His  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  young  James  was  reared  amid  rural 
scenes,  attending  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood, 
and  for  a period  clerking  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Hor- 
ace Kimball,  at  Chepachet.  He  furthered  his  stud- 
ies in  the  academy  at  Brooklyn,  Conn.  Subse- 
quently he  was  again  occupied  as  a clerk,  this  time 
in  the  store  of  Mr.  Knight,  at  Burrillville,  this 
State.  After  an  experience  of,  perhaps,  a couple 
of  years  at  Burrillville,  employed  as  stated,  he  be- 
gan working  at  the  cabinetmaking  trade  for  IMr. 
William  Waterman,  at  Chepachet,  following  which 
he  continued  similarly  employed  for  Mr.  Stukeley 
Waterman,  a brother  of  his  former  employer,  Wil- 
liam Waterman,  at  Woonsocket.  After  a residence 
of,  perhaps,  a little  less  than  a .decade  in  Woon- 
socket and  employment  as  stated  he  accepted  a po- 
sition as  assistant  in  the  cotton  mill  ojjerated  by 
Messrs.  French  & Sisson,  in  the  town  of  East 
Greenwich.  After  several  years  so  occupied,  as- 
sociated with  another,  he  was  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing candlewicking  at  Olneyville.  For  a period 
during  the  Civil  war  he  was  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  yarn  in  his  own  mill  at  West 
Mansfield,  Mass.  He  sustained  the  loss  of  this 
mill  by  fire  in  the  early  seventies,  when,  after  a 
time,  he  was  for  a period  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton  yarn  at  Watertown,  New  York. 

After  these  somewhat  varied  experiences, 
which,  however,  were  not  without  their  pleasing 
phase  and  educational  influences,  Mr.  Sayles 
seemed  destined  to  again  assume  a new  role,  this 
time  identified  with  a New  York  syndicate  engaged 
in  mining — chiefly  silver — in  Colorado,  the  pursuit 
of  which  occupied  much  of  the  remaining  years  of 
his  active  business  life.  Returning  to  Providence 
he  has  since  made  this  city  his  home,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing with  a married  daughter,  Mrs.  Edward  K.  Al- 
drich, passing  the  evening  of  a long,  busy  life  in 
reasonably  good  health,  and  in  that  ease  and  com- 
fort his  earlier  efforts  have  so  justly  entitled  him  to. 

Of  a quiet  disposition  and  unassuming  nature. 


Mr.  Sayles  has  had  no  taste  for  politics  and  public 
affairs  save  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  good 
citizenship ; and  while  interested  in  public  affairs 
he  has  cared  nothing  for  office  holding  and  has 
never  sought  it.  He  was  in  his  earlier  years  a Dem- 
ocrat ; cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Pierce, 
hut  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  cast 
his  lot  with  it  and  has  since  been  a stanch  Republi- 
can. 

While  a resident  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  Mr. 
Sayles  was  married  there  to  Ann  Eliza  Marsh,  of 
Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  the  marriage  was  blessed 
with  children:  James  Reidell ; Harriet  Virginia, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; Walter ; 
Georgianna ; Arthur,  who  died  in  infancy ; and 
Isabel. 

(Vni)  Jame.s  Reidell  Sayles,  son  of  James 
M.  and  Ann  E.  (Marsh)  Sayles,  was  born  April 
18.  1848,  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  On  the  removal 
of  his  parents  to  Providence  not  a great  while  after 
the  son's  birth  the  latter  was  there  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  there 
passed  his  life.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  drug  house  of  Messrs.  Corless,  Platt 
& Metcalf,  whose  successors  were  the  well-known 
establishment  of  Blanding  & Blanding,  the  head  of 
which  was  so  long  the  late  Hon.  William  B.  Bland- 
ing, one  of  the  leading  business  men  in  Providence. 
Still  later  on  for  a period  Mr.  Sayles  was  with  the 
well-known  business  house  of  Chambers,  Calder  & 
Co.,  and  in  more  recent  years  his  time  was  occu- 
pied in  caring  for  the  property  and  interests  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Dennis,  widow  of  the  late  William  Dennis, 
of  Providence. 

i\lr.  Sayles  was  a man  of  simple  habits  and 
tastes,  quiet  in  manner,  and  of  a domestic  turn,  not 
given  to  ostentation  and  show,  caring  nothing  for 
public  preferment  or  for  that  life  in  a social  way 
which  affiliation  with  secret  societies  affords.  Yet 
we  believe  he  was  a member  of  the  Providence 
Athletic  Club.  Some  years  ago  he  built  perhaps 
one  of  the  finest  and  most  costly  residences  in  the 
beautiful  suburb  of  Edgewood. 

On  Oct.  25,  1871,  Mr.  Sayles  was  married  to 
Ruth  Leonora,  daughter  of  the  late  William  and 
Sarah  (Davis)  Dennis,  of  prominent  early  New 
England  ancestry.  IMrs.  Sayles  being  a grand- 
daughter of  the  late  Perry  Davis,  who  was  so 
widely  known  and  celebrated  for  his  discovery  and 
the  sale  of  the  proprietary  medicine  known  as 
“Pain  Killer,”  and  as  well  was  noted  for  his  benev- 
olence and  Christian  spirit,  he  later  in  life  becoming 
an  evangelist  of  great  earnestness  and  zeal ; the 
earlier  Davises  were  of  Massachusetts  antecedents. 
Perry  Davis  being  a native  of  that  State,  born  in 
Dartmouth,  a son  of  Edmund  and  Sarah  Davis. 
And  the  Dennises  of  the  early  Rhode  Island  stock 
descend  from  Robert  Dennis,  whose  name  is  first 
of  record  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1656,  at  which 
time  he  is  designated  a “planter.”  He  was  admit- 
ted a freeman  in  1671,  and  in  1672  he  was  married 
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to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Henry  and  ]\Iary  (Newland) 
Howland,  of  Duxbury,  Mass.  l\Ir.  Howland  was 
no  doubt  a man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  the 
town,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  fact  of  his  being  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Deputies  of  the  Colony  in 

1673-74- 

The  maternal  lineage  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Leonora 
(Dennis)  Sayles  is  as  follows: 

(I)  William  Davis,  of  Freetown,  l\Iass.,  mar- 
ried Mary  Makepeace. 

(II)  William  Davis  (2),  born  June  ii,  1688, 
married  July  24,  1712,  Keziah  Cudworth. 

(III)  Abiel  Davis,  born  Oct.  21,  1729,  married 
Jan.  12,  1753,  Susannah  Gage,  of  Freetown,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

(IV)  Edmund  Davis,  born  Nov.  27,  1761,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Wait.  Their  children  were;  Perry, 
born  July  8,  1791 ; Abiel,  who  married  (first)  Mary 
Borden  and  (second)  Nancy  Cook;  and  Martha, 
who  married  William  Boomer. 

(V)  Perry  Davis,  born  July  8,  1791,  married 
Oct.  8,  1812,  Ruth  Davoil.  Their  children  were: 
Edmund,  born  May  13,  1815,  died  when  young; 
Sarah,  born  May  24,  1817,  married  in  September, 
1845,  William  Dennis;  Meneroy,  born  June  9, 
1819,  died  in  January,  1821;  Edmund  (2),  born 
Jan.  24,  1824,  married  in  October,  1849,  Maria 
Phillips;  Meneroy  (2),  born  May  24,  1826,  died  in 
June,  1828;  Perry,  born  June  i,  1831,  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1837. 

To  James  Reidell  and  Ruth  Leonora  (Dennis) 
Savles  were  born  children  as  follows : Edmund 
Perry,  Sarah  Louise  and  Ann  Eliza.  Of  these, 

(1)  Edmund  Perry  S.vyles  received  his  educa- 
tion in  Providence,  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 
He  is  engaged  in  looking  after  his  father’s  estate. 
He  married  Hattie  B.  Bailey,  daughter  of  George 
Vernon  Bailey,  of  Providence. 

(2)  Sarah  Louise  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  A.  IMer- 
rill  and  is  residing  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

(3)  Ann  Eliza  married  Frederick  W.  Clapp, 
and  lives  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  They  have  one  son, 
Winthrop. 

ALEXANDER  THOMPSON,  who  during  a 
long  and  honorable  life  was  one  of  Cumberland’s 
best  citizens,  was  a native  of  the  old  town,  and  was 
born  on  what  was  known  as  Thompson’s  Hill,  Dec. 
8,  1834.  He  was  a descendant  of  an  old  and  hon- 
orable family,  of  Scottish  extraction.  The  Thomp- 
sons who  have  for  generations  lived  in  and  formed 
marriage  alliances  with  many  northern  Rhode  Is- 
land and  nearby  towns  in  Massachusetts  descend 
through  one  Edward  Thompson  and  his  wife  Mar- 
garet Aldrich,  she  the  daughter  of  David  and  Han- 
nah Aldrich.  Mr.  Thompson  died  Feb.  26.  1750. 

Alexander  Thompson,  of  Cumberland,  married 
I\Iay  4,  1794,  Joanna,  born  Aug.  13,  1769,  daughter 
(T  Daniel  and  Anna  (Whipple)  Wilkinson,  he  a 
descendant  of  Lawrence  Wilkinson,  through 
John  and  Daniel  V’ilkinson.  Mr.  Thomp- 


son was  an  industrious  and  very  worthy  man 
and  was  highly  respected  in  the  community.  He 
died  Oct.  16,  1825.  His  children  were:  (i)  Glad- 
ding O.,  born  Jan.  13,  1797,  married  Lydia  Car- 
penter, and  their  children  were : Jane,  born  July  8, 
1822,  married  W.  H.  Carpenter;  Ellen  Maria,  born 
March  15,  1824,  married  John  E.  Bishop;  John  E., 
born  Jan.  3,  1830,  married  Ruth  A.  Weatherhead ; 
William  H.,  born  Dec.  31,  1833,  married  Anna  R. 
V’olcott;  Charles  G.,  born  Sept.  18,  1839,  died  Oct. 
3,  1840;  Frederick  married  Harriet  W’hipple.  The 
father  of  this  family.  Gladding  O.  Thompson,  was 
a man  of  considerable  note,  held  several  town  offi- 
ces, and  was  a State  senator.  He  died  March  22, 
1863,  loss  was  severely  felt  by  the  entire 

community.  His  widow,  who  survived  him,  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Roger  and  Huldah  (Streeter) 
Sheldon.  (2)  Silence,  born  in  1796,  died  young. 
(3)  James,  born  INIarch  31,  1799,  is  mentioned 
further  on.  (4)  Sarah,  born  Jan.  ii,  1800,  married 
Amon  IMetcalf,  and  resided  in  Cumberland,  where 
she  died  Aug.  4,  1857.  (5)  Eliza,  born  Jan.  ii, 
1803,  married  in  1865  Charles  D.  Brown.  (6) 
Lydia,  born  Jan.  ii,  1803,  married  Willard  Newell, 
and  died  in  Franklin,  Mass.  (7)  Ruth,  born  Aug. 
24,  1807,  niarried  Joseph  Arnold  Weatherhead. 
(8)  Daniel,  born  June  ii,  1811,  married  Fanny 
Cargill,  and  lived  in  Cumberland ; Ins  children  were 
Jane  S.,  Julia  M.  and  Ruth  E. 

James  Thompson,  son  of  Alexander,  born 
March  31,  1799,  married  Lucina  Wilkinson  Shel- 
don, born  Aug.  20,  1810.  l\Ir.  Thompson  resided 
in  Cumberland  and  was  a man  of  sterling  integrity. 
He  was  a good  farmer,  and  was  also  for  many 
years  engaged  in  boatbuilding.  He  died  Jan.  31, 
1861,  greatly  lamented  by  his  family  and  the  whole 
community,  for  it  could  be  said  of  him  that  he  was 
“an  honest  man,  the  noblest  work  of  God.”  The 
children  of  James  Thompson  were : Alexander, 
born  Dec.  8,  1834;  Sarah  T.,  born  Feb.  5,  1841, 
who  married  Isaac  Everett  Razee;  and  Frances, 
born  Oct.  13,  1843,  who  married  the  late  Davis 
Cook. 

Alexander  Thompson,  son  of  James  and  Lu- 
cina (Sheldon)  Thompson,  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools  of  Cumberland  and  also  in  X’^ew 
Hampshire,  comi)leting  his  education  in  the  latter 
State.  He  then  returned  to  Cumberland  and  set- 
tled down  to  agricultural  pursuits,  continuing  with 
his  father  until  the  latter’s  death,  at  which  time 
he  took  up  the  management  of  the  home  farm,  of 
which  he  made  a success.  After  the  death  of  his 
father-in-law  he  removed  to  the  Grant  homestead, 
where  he  always  maintained  his  home  there- 
after except  during  the  winter  seasons  after  1892, 
which  months  he  passed  in  Providence.  In  addi- 
tion to  looking  after  his  farm  and  other  varied  in- 
terests Mr.  Thompson  settled  a number  of  estates, 
among  them  that  of  the  late  Ira  B.  Peck  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Davis  Cook. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  a newspaper 
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published  at  the  time  of  his  death : “Mr.  Thomp- 
son was  a man  of  thorough  integrity.  His  cap- 
ability in  business  matters  brought  him  not  only 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  had 
dealings,  but  likewise  large  interests  and  respon- 
sibilities, both  on  his  own  account  and  as  a trustee. 
His  administration  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Ira  B. 
Peck  was  marked  by  sound  judgment  and  fru- 
gality, and  these  qualities  characterized  his  whole 
career.  With  the  traits  which  thus  made  him  suc- 
cessful in  practical  affairs,  he  combined  a natural 
cheerfulness  of  spirit,  a kindliness  of  heart,  a deli- 
cacy of  sentiment,  a purity  of  motive  and  a quiet 
depth  and  sincerity  of  religious  feeling  which  won 
him  a wide  circle  of  genuine  friends. 

“He  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Church  of  the  Mediator,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  everything  that  pertained  to  its  welfare, 
and  was  strongly  attached  to  its  pastor.  Rev.  Wil- 
lard C.  Selleck,  to  whom  he  has  been  a very  faith- 
ful friend.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Club  of  Rhode  Island.  He  never  sought 
public  office,  but  for  several  years  served  as  as- 
sessor of  taxes  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and 
was  a member  of  the  building  committee  to  erect 
the  Town  House  about  fifteen  years  ago.”  Mr. 
Thompson  died  at  his  home.  No.  146  Bridgham 
street,  Providence,  Jan.  17,  1906,  after  a short  ill- 
ness, and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 

On  June  7,  1865,  Thompson  was  married 
to  Sarah  A.  Grant,  who  was  born  Oct.  28,  1835, 
at  Tower  Hill,  daughter  of  the  late  Fenner  Grant, 
and  received  her  education  in  the  schools  of  Cum- 
berland and  the  high  school  of  Pawtucket.  She 
taught  school  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  Franklin, 
Mass.,  for  ten  terms.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  family  of  this  section,  of  which 
we  have  the  following  account : 

Samuel  Grant,  the  son  of  Joseph,  married  April 
II,  1776,  Experience  Fisher,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Fisher  of  Cumberland.  She  was  born  in  Med- 
way, Mass.  Their  children  of  Cumberland  town 
record  were:  Samuel,  born  Feb.  24,  1777;  Huldah, 
born  Dec.  24,  1778;  Mehitable,  born  Nov.  19, 
1780;  Patty,  born  Aug.  16,  1783;  Joseph,  born 
Aug.  31,  1785;  Joshua,  born  Dec.  15,  1789; 
Thomas,  born  Oct.  7,  1791;  Patty  (2),  born  Feb. 
^5>  1795  (died  Nov.  20,  1795)  ; and  Fisher,  born 
Feb.  17,  1797. 

Samuel  Grant,  son  of  Samuel  and  Experience, 
born  Eeb.  24,  1777,  married  Urania  Cook,  and 
their  children  of  Cumberland  town  record  were : 
Fenner,  born  Sept.  21,  1801 ; Eliab  Thompson,  born 
Jan.  13,  1804;  Samuel,  born  June  10,  1806  (died  Feb. 
19,  1807);  Caroline  Fisher,  born  Feb.  27,  1808; 
Urania  Cook,  born  Dec.  7,  1810  (she  married 
Brainerd  Heaton,  and  died  in  Wrentham,  Mass., 
aged  sixty-two  years ; their  only  daughter,  Miss 
Carrie  E.,  now  resides  at  Diamond  Hill,  R.  I.)  ; 
Samuel,  born  Feb.  15,  1813  (died  in  Wrentham, 
Mass.)  ; and  Joshua,  a farmer,  who  lived  and  died 
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in  Wrentham,  Mass,  (he  married  Clarissa  Brown). 

Fenner  Grant  was  born  on  the  Grant  home- 
stead at  Diamond  Hill,  Sept.  21,  1801,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  local  schools.  Early  in  life 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  fol- 
lowed throughout  life,  becoming  a large  land 
owner.  Mr.  Grant  was  also  for  a number  of  years 
engaged  in  the  wood  and  timber  business,  in  which 
he  was  also  successful.  He  was  a man  of  honor 
and  integrity,  and  made  many  friends.  A Wdiig 
in  politics,  he  later  became  a Republican,  although 
he  was  a man  too  liberal  minded  to  be  an  aggres- 
sive politician.  Mr.  Grant’s  death  occurred  at  his 
home  Feb.  28,  1878,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
family  plot  in  West  Wrentham,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Grant  married  Mary  Ann  Peck,  who  was 
born  in  Cumberland,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sarah  (Arnold)  Peck,  and  her  death  occurred 
April  20,  1888;  she  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her 
husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fenner  Grant  were  the 
parents  of  children  as  follows : Charles  Edward, 
who  died  in  childhood ; Sarah  Arnold,  who  married 
Alexander  Thompson ; Abby,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; and  Urania,  who  married  William  J.  Sher- 
born,  of  West  Wrentham,  Massachusetts. 

CONGDON  (Providence  family).  The  Rhode 
Island  Congdons  are  of  long  and  honorable  stand- 
ing here,  the  early  home  of  the  family  being  at 
Portsmouth  and  Kingstown  ; and  if  tradition  be  cor- 
rect, (the  name  is  of  historic  connection  and  interest 
across  the  ocean.  Here  at  Providence  has  lived  for  a 
century  and  more  one  branch  of  the  family  of  which 
this  article  treats — some  of  the  descendants  of  Jo- 
seph Congdon,  who  in  the  closing  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century  founded  one  of  the  chief  com- 
mercial houses  of  the  city,  which  still  continues  in 
the  family  name,  having  descended  from  generation 
to  generation ; connected  with  which  have  been 
such  well  known  substantial  men  and  useful  citi- 
zens as  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Arnold,  Gilbert,  and 
Johns  H.  Congdon,  while  other  of  the  posterity 
of  Joseph  have  been  identified  extensively  and  suc- 
cessfully in  mercantile  lines  in  the  city.  Reference 
is  made  especially  to  the  old  established  hardware 
house  of  W.  Congdon  & Sons,  meaning  the  late 
Welcome  Congdon  and  his  sons  Caleb  and  George 
Welcome.  There  follows  in  chronological  order 
from  the  earliest  known  American  ancestor  the 
genealogy  and  family  history  of  this  branch  of  the 
Providence  Congdons. 

(I)  Benjamin  Congdon.  born  about  1650,  ap- 
pears of  record  at  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1671,  on 
Sept.  20th  of  which  year  he  bought  two  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Narragansett,  Kings- 
town, but  he  did  not  remove  thither  for  some  years. 
He  was  a freeman  in  1677.  In  1683  he  called  him- 
self late  of  Portsmouth,  planter.  He  was  one  of 
the  eighteen  purchasers  in  1710  of  the  7,000  acres 
of  vacant  lands  in  Narragansett.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  John  and  Dorothy  Albro.  Mr. 
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Congdon  died  June  19,  1718,  and  Mrs.  Congdon, 
Xov.  15,  1720.  Tlieir  children  were:  William, 
Benjamin,  John.  James,  Elizabeth  and  Susanna. 

It  is  family  tradition  that  Benjamin  Congdon 
came  to  this  country  with  his  brother  John,  who 
settled  in  New  Jersey  ; that  their  father's  name  was 
John,  who  married  a daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
t)roke.  In  support  of  this,  it  is  claimed  that  Ben- 
jamin was  born  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales,  near  St. 
David’s ; and  the  coat  of  arms  which  is  claimed  for 
the  family  bears  the  following  inscription : “The 
ancient  family  of  Congdon  of  Whllerby  in  York- 
shire, descended  out  of  WMles,  now  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, Anno  1811.” 

( II)  James  Congdon,  born  April  19,  1686,  mar- 
ried (first)  Margaret  Eldred,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Martha  (Knowles)  Eldred,  (second)  Nov.  15, 
1729,  Dorcas,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Bethiah 
(Gardiner)  Westcott,  and  (third)  Mary  Hoxsie, 
widow  of  Joseph  and  daughter  of  Robert  and  De- 
borah Taylor.  Mr.  Congdon  was  a resident  of 
Kingstown,  Providence  and  Charlestown,  R.  I.  He 
was  made  a freeman  in  1720,  was  a member  of  the 
town  council  in  1731.  1732,  1733  and  1734.  His  third 
marriage  occurred  in  Charlestown,  and  he  presum- 
ably went  there  to  live  about  that  time.  He  was 
moderator  of  town  meetings  in  1745  and  1755,  was 
deputy  in  1745,  1747,  1748,  1749  and  1750.  He 
was  ratemaker  in  1746  and  1748,  and  in  -the  town 
council  in  1747  and  1748.  He  died  Sept.  27,  1757. 
His  children  were:  James  (born  Nov.  27,  1707), 
Penelope,  Benjamin,  Samuel,  William,  John,  Eliza- 
beth, Martha,  Margaret  (all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage) ; Ephraim,  Dorcas,  Joseph  (all  born  to  the 
second  wife)  ; Robert,  Susanna  and  Phebe. 

(HI)  Joseph  Congdon,  born  April  20,  1733, 
in  the  town  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  married  Susanna, 
born  Eeb.  6,  1734,  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Cross.  At  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  in  1757,  Mr.  Congdon  was  living  in 
South  Kingstown.  He  received  at  that  time  by 
the  will  of  his  father  the  north  half  of  the  house 
he  was  then  living  in  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  with 
other  lands  there  and  in  Charlestown.  His  death 
is  of  Providence  record,  as  occurring  June  16, 
1805,  when  aged  seventy-two  years.  This  was  the 
Joseph  Congdon  who  established  along  tow'ard  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  present  iron  and 
steel  business  of  the  Congdon  & Carpenter  Com- 
pany, with  which  from  generation  to  generation 
the  family  has  been  connected  for  now’  some  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  and  more  years. 

The  children  born  to  Joseph  and  his  wdfe  Sus- 
anna (Cross)  Congdon,  were:  Sarah,  born  Eeb. 
5,  1762;  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  16,  1763  : Joshua,  born 
July  13,  1765;  Isaac,  born  June  4,  1773:  William, 
born  July  3,  1775:  and  Mary,  born  Sept.  20,  1777 — 
Sarah,  Isaac  and  W'illiam,  born  in  South  Kings- 
town, Jonathan  and  Joshua,  born  in  Charlestowm, 
and  Mary,  born  in  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island. 

( I\’)  Jonathan  Congdon,  born  Dec.  16,  1763, 


married  Elizabeth  Arnold.  Mr.  Congdon  w^as  a 
resident  of  Providence,  the  successor  of  his  father 
in  the  iron  and  steel  business,  and  later  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Jonathan  Congdon  & Sons. 
He  lived  to  be  ninety-eight  years  of  age,  dying 
July  21,  1862.  His  wife  died  March  7,  1855,  aged 
eighty-seven  years.  Their  children  of  Providence 
record  w'ere : Arnold,  born  Oct.  23,  1788;  Phebe, 
Aug.  8.  1791:  Welcome,  April  3,  1794;  Ruth  E., 
Oct.  28.  1796;  Caleb,  Jan.  26.  1799:  Eliza,  March 
26,  1801  ; Samuel,  Nov.  28,  1803;  Charles,  July  10, 
1807:  and  Gilbert,  March  17,  1811. 

( V ) Arnold  Congdon.  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  23,  1788,  married  Lydia  How- 
land. Mr.  Congdon  was  a resident  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Jonathan  Congdon 
& Son.  and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Arnold 
Congdon  & Co.  He  died  April  19.  1847,  Prov- 
idence. 

(V)  Gilbert  Congdon,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth,  born  March  17,  1811,  in  Providence,  R. 
I.,  married  Mary  R.  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Hopkins  and  sister  of  Johns  Hopkins.  Mr.  Cong- 
don acquired  his  education  in  the  Eriends’  Board- 
ing School  at  Providence,  and  at  an  early  age  en- 
tered the  business  house  of  his  brother,  Arnold 
Congdon,  who.  as  noted  in  the  foregoing,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  iron  and  steel  trade,  a business  which 
had  previously  been  carried  on  in  the  family  by  his 
father  and  grandfather.  Later  on  young  Gilbert 
was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  on  the  death  of  his 
brother  Arnold,  in  1847,  succeeded  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business. 

Mr.  Congdon  w'as  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  from  1856  was  a recorded  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  in  wdiich  capacity  he  w’as  not  only 
diligent  at  home,  but  he  often  w’ent  abroad  as  a 
minister  to  visit  hospitals,  prisons,  reform  schools, 
and  other  institutions.  He  was  often  called  upon 
to  attend  funerals,  a duty  he  performed  with  great 
acceptance.  His  last  act  of  consecration  was  to 
visit  his  fellow  professors  and  others  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  on  a mission  of  love,  in  1870. 

In  his  business  Mr.  Congdon  was  habitually 
methodical  and  attentive.  He  w’as  prosperous,  yet 
in  the  midst  of  his  activities  he  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  interests  of  the  public  and  his  duties  as  a 
citizen.  He  was  greatly  instrumental  in  further- 
ing benevolent  and  religious  objects.  He  devoted 
much  of  his  time  and  income  to  the  good  of  others. 
For  many  years  he  was  a member,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  president,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Peace 
Society ; vice-president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bible 
Society,  of  the  Providence  Franklin  Society,  of  the 
Charitable  Fuel  Society,  of  the  Providence  Dispen- 
sary, and  of  other  useful  and  benevolent  associa- 
tions. He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation ; served  as  a member  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  Friends’  School  in  Providence,  and 
of  the  Sabbath-school  .\ssociation.  The  welfare  of 
the  Freedmen  and  that  of  the  Indians  engaged 
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much  of  his  attention,  he  being  a liberal  contrib- 
utor to  their  aid. 

The  children  born  to  Hr.  and  i\Irs.  Congdon 
were  as  follows : Alary  Emma,  who  married  Wil- 
liam H.  S.  Wood,  of  New  York:  Samuel  Hopkins; 
Elizabeth  Arnold ; Johns  Hopkins ; Gilbert,  who 
died  in  infancy ; and  Gilbert  Arnold,  the  latter  to 
a second  marriage  of  Air.  Congdon. 

Air.  Congdon  died  at  his  home  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  Dec.  9,  1870. 

(\T)  Johns  Hopkins  Congdon,  born  June  3, 
1849,  graduated  from  Haverford  College,  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1869.  He  is  vice-president  of  the 
Congdon  & Carpenter  Company,  trustee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Chairman  of  the  Provi- 
dence Dispensary,  Director  of  the  Alechanics  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  ex-president  of  the  Hope  Club. 
He  married  Caroline  Buffum,  and  their  children 
are:  Eleanor  Bufifunr:  Harold:  Louise  Bufifum ; 
Elizabeth  Arnold,  who  married  James  X.  Steele, 
Jr.,  and  has  a son,  James  N. : Johns  H.,  Jr.,  and 
Gilbert  Alaurice. 

The  extensive  business  of  the  Congdon  & Car- 
penter Company,  which,  perhaps,  is  now  the  oldest 
commercial  house  in  Rhode  Island,  was  established 
by  Joseph  Congdon,  as  noted  elsewhere,  sometime 
previous  to  1790,  and  since  that  time  it  has  contin- 
ued in  the  family  name,  though  others  have  been 
associated  with  the  Congdons  in  its  management. 
The  successor  of  Joseph  Congdon  was  his  sou  Jon- 
athan, the  latter  of  whom  also  for  a time  had  asso- 
ciated with  him  his  son,  Arnold  Congdon,  the  firm 
style  being  Jonathan  Congdon  and  Jonathan  Cong- 
don & Sons,  respectively.  The  firm  next  became 
Arnold  Congdon  & Co.,  then  Gilbert  Congdon  & 
Co.,  Congdon  & Carpenter,  and  Congdon,  Carpen- 
ter & Co.,  the  latter  style  being  continued  until  Jan- 
uary, 1892,  when  the  business  was  incorporated  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Congdon  & Carpenter  Company, 
and  was  capitalized  for  $500,000.  Its  officers  at 
incorporation  were:  Erancis  W.  Carpenter,  pres- 
ident : Johns  H.  Congdon.  vice-president ; Albert 
C.  Day,  treasurer : Henry  C.  Bangs,  secretary. 

This  concern  deals  in  iron,  steel,  metals,  hard- 
ware, carriage  and  saddlery  goods  and  paints  and 
oils.  It  is  located  at  Nos.  155-161  Canal  street, 
and  No.  102  North  Alain  street.  Providence. 

For  years  the  company  has  carried  on  a business 
which  in  volume  amounts  to  upwards  of  a million 
dollars  annually.  Their  goods  go  to  all  parts  of 
New  England. 

HON.  WILLIAAI  D.  CROSS,  of  Carolina. 
R.  I.,  is  a worthy  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  the  State.  Ralph  and  John  Cross,  the 
pioneer  progenitors  of  the  family  in  this  country, 
came  from  Scotland  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 
One  of  their  descendants,  Joseph  Cross,  settled  fn 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  at  what  became  later 
known  as  Cross’  Alills.  By  his  first  wife  he  had 


Peleg,  Samuel  and  Joseph,  and  his  children  by  his 
second  wife  were  John,  William,  Benjamin, 
Stephen,  Edward,  Silas,  Gideon,  James,  Joshua, 
Amos,  Susannah  and  Ruhannah. 

Samuel  Cross  married  Anna  Clarke  and  had 
issue:  Alary  married  David  Clarke:  Hannah  mar- 
ried Jesse  Babcock : Ruth  married  Elias  Clarke : 
Dorcas  married  Joshua  Tucker:  Alartha  married 
Christopher  Browning : Anna  married  Simeon 
Tucker : Sarah : Rebeccah  married  John  Wells : 
Susan  married  Ho.xsie  Perry : Joseph  married 
(first)  Dorcas  Reynolds  and  (second)  Bridget 
Browning,  and  Samuel  married  Lizzie  Clark. 

Joseph  Cross  was  born  Alay  19,  1775,  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.,  and  resided  there  all  his  life. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  the 
town,  serving  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  for 
many  years  as  a representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  first  married  Dorcas  Reynolds : his  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  Bridget,  daughter  of  Stephen 
Browning,  of  Charlestown,  and  his  third  wife  was 
Ruth  Greene.  By  the  first  union  there  was  one 
daughter.  Alary  A.,  now  deceased,  and  by  the  third 
there  were  no  children.  To  the  second  marriage 
were  born  the  following  children : George  W., 
born  Alay  12,  1821,  died  in  South  Kingstown:  he 
was  twice  married,  by  his  first  wife,  Amy  (iardner, 
having  one  daughter,  Hannah  F.,  wife  of  Leander 
Tucker,  of  Wakefield,  and  by  his  second,  Lois  Bab- 
cock. one  son.  Edward  P.,  who  is  deceased.  Dor- 
cas A.,  born  Sept.  10,  1823,  died  in  Providence; 
she  married  William  C.  Tucker,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, Alpheus  C.  and  Emma  F.,  residents  of  Provi- 
dence. Bridget  B.,  born  June  ii,  1826,  died  Feb. 
15,  1829.  Samuel  J.,  born  Jan.  6.  1828,  died  Sept. 
27,  1875  ; he  married  Lizzie  Wells,  and  had  chil- 
dren: Susie  P.,  Julia  F.,  Samuel  J.  (of  Rochester, 
Pa.).  Emma  W.  (of  Baden,  Pa.),  George  H.  and 
Thomas  W.  (of  Rochester,  Pa.),  and  Frances  (de- 
ceased). Stejihen  B.,  born  July  13,  1830,  died  Feb. 
7,  1889;  be  was  married  twice,  first  to  Alary  A. 
Clark,  and  second  to  Samantha  Hall,  and  had  one 
daugfhter,  Alarv.  who  is  deceased.  William  D.  was 
born  Nov.  5.  1832.  Hannah  W.,  born  Alarch  26, 
1834.  died  July  6,  1835. 

William  D.  Cross  was  born  in  Charlestown,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm.  He 
obtained  a common-school  education,  which  was 
supplementc  1 by  a more  thorough  course  at  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy  during  1857-58-  Aluch 
of  his  time  prior  to  maturity  he  jiassed  on  the  home 
farm,  after  which  he  spent  a winter  canvassing  for 
books  in  Savannah,  Ga.  He  then  returned  to  Rhode 
Island  and  entered  the  cigar  factory  of  Tucker, 
Pierce  & Co.,  of  Carolina,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  learning  the  trade  of  cigar  making.  He  spent 
some  time  in  East  Greenwich.  Becoming  manager 
of  the  cigar  factory  of  L.  AV.  Kingsley,  of  Provi- 
dence, he  continued  thus  for  one  year.  In  1869 
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he  began  the  manufacture  of  cigars  at  Carolina, 
and  there  his  capital  and  time  have  been  mainly 
devoted  to  this  business  since  1872. 

iNlr.  Cross  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  public  affairs  of  his  county  and  State,  and  his 
capacity  and  integrity  have  been  substantially  rec- 
ognized on  numerous  occasions  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. In  1872  he  was  first  elected  to  the  Rhode 
Island  House  of  Representatives,  to  which  he  was 
elected  again  in  1898  and  in  1899.  During  1880, 
1900,  1901  and  1902  he  served  in  the  State  Senate. 
In  1869  was  first  elected  a member  of  the  town 
council,  to  which  he  was  returned  in  1870,  1871, 
1879,  1880,  1883  and  1884,  from  which  year  on  up 
to  and  including  1902  he  served  as  president  of  that 
body  except  during  1891  and  1892.  He  was  town 
treasurer  from  June,  1897,  to  June,  1903.  In 
1873-74  he  was  commissioner  of  Indian  schools  for 
the  Xarragansett  tribe,  then  living  on  the  reserva- 
tion in  Charlestown.  Mr.  Cross  was  one  of  the 
earliest  members  of  the  Washington  County  Ag- 
ricultural Society  and  for  two  years  served  as  one 
of  its  vice-presidents.  His  fraternal  associations 
have  been  with  the  I.  O.  (J.  F.,  and  he  is  an  active 
and  infiuential  member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No. 
16,  of  Carolina.  He  has  manifested  much  public 
spirit  in  the  development  of  Carolina,  and  in  1872 
built  Samoset  Hall,  the  only  public  hall  in  the  place. 

Un  May  22,  1869,  Mr.  Cross  married  Martha 
1'.  h'ry,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  Fry,  and  they 
had  three  children  born  to  them,  namely : Emma 
E.,  wife  of  Ered  C.  Barber;  Mary  D.,  who  died 
Nov.  14,  1875,  and  George  W.,  who  married  Maria 
Grimes  and  has  one  son,  William  D. 

Browning.  In  tracing  the  maternal  ancestry 
of  Hon.  William  D.  Cross  we  find  the  record  to  be 
as  follows : 

(I)  Nathaniel  Browning,  progenitor  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  appears  first 
at  Portsmouth,  afterward  removing  to  Kingstown, 
R.  I.  In  1632  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Alary  Freeborn,  and  they  had  issue : Wil- 
liam, James,  Sarah,  Jeremiah,  Hall,  Hannah,  Jona- 
than and  Daniel. 

( II)  William  Browning,  son  of  Nathaniel,  first 
married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
( Porter)  Wilbor,  and  his  second  wife  was  named 
Sarah.  His  children  were:  Samuel,  born  Feb.  10, 
1688  ; Hannah,  born  July  16,  1691;  William,  born 
Sept.  29,  1693 ; Sarah,  born  April  16,  1695  ; John, 
born  March  4,  1697  (married  Ann  Hazard)  ; and 
Rebecca. 

(Ill)  William  Browning  (2),  son  of  William, 
born  Sept.  29,  1693,  married  (first)  Dec.  7,  1721, 
Mary  Freelove,  and  they  had  one  son,  William, 
born  Nov.  28,  1724.  He  married  (second)  Aug. 
5,  1728,  Alary  Wilkinson,  and  they  had  children: 
\\'ilkinson,  born  July  14,  1731,  who  married  Sus- 
annah Hazard;  John,  born  July  26,  1733,  who 
married  Anne  Browning;  Alary,  born  June  10, 
1735,  who  married  Thomas  Browning;  Dinah,  born 


Sept.  10,  1736;  Joseph,  who  married  Alary  Champ- 
lin ; Ruth,  who  married  Jeremiah  Browning;  and 
Tabitha. 

(IV)  William  Browning  (3),  born  Nov.  28, 
1724,  married  Elizabeth  Tripp,  and  had  one  son, 
Stephen. 

(V)  Stephen  Browning,  son  of  William  (3), 
was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  but  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Charlestown,  on  a farm  which  he 
purchased  from  Judge  Edward  Perry.  He  married 
Bridget,  daughter  of  Abijah  Babcock,  and  she  died 
Alarch  6,  1831,  aged  sixty-four  years.  He  sur- 
vived until  Alarch  2,  1845,  and  both  were  buried 
in  the  family  burying-ground  on  the  homestead 
farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  their  great-grandson, 
Stephen  T.  Browning,  of  Narragansett  Pier,  he 
being  the  fourth  Stephen  to  own  it.  The  children 
of  Stephen  and  Bridget  (Babcock)  Browning 
were:  Stephen  married  Aliriam  Watson;  John  B. 
married  Hannah  Lewis ; Bridget  married  Joseph 
Cross;  Dorcas  married  William  Alumford ; Henry, 
married  (first)  Alercy  Alott  and  (second)  Ann 
Card;  Alary  married  Ludwick  Thurston;  Abijah 
B.  married  Alartha  Browning ; Eliza  married 
George  Hazard  Browning;  Hannah  married 
George  W'atson,  and  William  D..  died  unmarried. 

POTTER  FAAIILY  (line  of  Benjamin,  Benja- 
min, Jr.,  and  Asa  K.). 

(I)  George  Potter  came  from  England  to 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  in  1638  was  admitted  an 
inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  Aquidneck.  On  April 
30,  1639,  he  was  one  of  twenty-eight  signers  of  a 
compact  for  government.  He  died  between  Alarch 
21.  1709,  and  17 1 1.  He  was  the  father  of  Abel, 
whose  widow  married  Nicholas  Niles. 

(II)  Abel  Potter,  son  of  George,  was  married 
Nov.  16,  1669,  to  Rachel  Warner,  daughter  of  John 
and  Priscilla  Warner.  He  died  in  1692.  and  she 
passed  away  Nov.  8,  1724.  Their  children  were: 
George,  John,  Abel,  Benjamin,  Alay,  Ichabod,  Job 
and  Stephen. 

(III)  Abel  Potter,  son  of  Abel,  was  born  in 
Warwick,  R,  I.,  and  on  Jan,  i,  1713.  married  for 
his  first  wife  Rebecca  Paine,  who  was  born  in  May, 
1694.  His  second  wife  was  Alartha  Paine,  whom 
he  married  April  30,  1719.  One  child  was  born 
to- the  first  marriage,  Benjamin,  Oct,  18,  1713,  and 
to  the  second  marriage  were  born : Job,  March  14, 
1720;  Levi,  Alay  15,  1722;  Simeon,  April  21,  1724; 
Abel,  Oct,  21,  1726;  Bennett,  in  1742,  and  Dinah. 

(I\'A  Alajor  Benjamin  Potter,  son  of  Abel,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  Oct.  18,  1713,  and 
died  in  1796.  He  was  married  Dec.  25,  1735,  to 
Jemima,  daughter  of  Joseph  Williams,  Jr.,  born 
in  1714,  and  tbeir  children  all  born  in  Cranston, 
R.  I.,  were:  Zuriel,  born  April  8,  1740;  Mesheck, 
Dec.  20,  T745;  Dr.  Honneyman,  July  3,  1755;  Hol- 
liman (a  Revolutionary  soldier),  July  3,  1755  (died 
Aug.  T,  1835;  he  married  Sept.  12,  1778,  Sarah 
Allen,  daugliter  of  Nathaniel,  and  their  son  was 
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Roger  Williams  Potter)  ; Susannah ; Rebecca,  and 
Jemima. 

(V)  Zuriel  Potter,  son  of  Major  Benjamin,  was 
born  April  8,  1740,  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  and  died 
Nov.  18,  1796.  He  married  Dec.  24,  1761,  Abigail 
King,  born  in  1740,  who  died  in  1819.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Freelove,  born  Oct.  22,  1762,  married 
Stukely  Stafford;  Rebecca,,  born  Dec.  23,  1764, 
died  June  15,  1807,  unmarried;  Anna  Allen,  born 
Feb.  24,  1767,  married  Cyrus  Arnold  and  died  Feb. 
7’  1797;  Jemima  W.,  born  April  24,  1769,  married 
Benjamin  Arnold  Oct.  10,  1790,  and  died  Nov.  29, 
1829;  Abigail,  born  Dec.  31,  1771,  married  Major 
Earl  Potter,  June  3,  1798;  Benjamin  was  born 
Aug.  II,  1774;  Zuriel,  born  March  15,  1777,  died 
Nov.  30,  1796,  unmarried;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  16, 
1779,  married  Benjamin  Hill,  and  died  Oct.  3, 
1821 ; Asa  King,  born  IMarch  24,  1782,  married 
Ruth  Stafford  April  3,  1803,  and  died  in  October, 
1852. 

(\T)  Benjamin  Potter,  son  of  Zuriel,  was  born 
Aug.  II,  1774,  and  resided  on  the  old  home  farm  in 
Cranston,  where,  in  addition  to  his  farming  inter- 
ests, he  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  twine  in 
a small  way.  He  died  July  ii,  1853.  He  married 
Nov.  25,  1798,  Lydia  King,  who  was  born  Oct. 
14,  1777,  daughter  of  William  Borden  and  Wel- 
thian  (Walton)  King,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1853.  She 
was  a sister  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward  King.  The  ten 
children  of  Benjamin  and  Lydia  (King)  Potter 
were  as  follows:  (i)  Sarah  Greene  Potter,  born 
Jan.  18,  1800,  died  Oct.  14,  1846,  unmarried.  (2) 
Zuriel  Potter,  born  Aug.  29,  1801,  married  Feb.  2, 
1832,  Rboby  M.  Ames,  who  was  born  Nov.  30, 
1801,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1870.  His  second  wife  was 
Alzadia  Brown.  Zuriel  Potter  was  a farmer,  and 
resided  in  Johnston,  where  he  was  quite  prominent 
in  town  affairs,  bearing  the  title  of  “Judge.”  His 
children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : Mary 
Borden,  born  Feb.  15,  1833,  married  Augustus  S. 
Randall,  and  died  Jan.  6,  1897;  Frances  Maria, 
born  May  14,  1834,  married  Albert  Darling,  and 
died  Feb.  14,  i860  (they  had  two  children,  a 
daughter,  Frances,  surviving)  ; Rosanna,  born 
IMarcli  26,  1836,  married  John  N.  Arnold,  the  well- 
known  artist;  Lydia,  born  July  30,  1839,  died  Dec. 
I,  1857;  and  Benjamin  Dyre,  born  July  24,  1842, 
died  Jan.  25,  1895.  The  last  named  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Lucy  M.  Keller  and  second  to  Kate 
Hope  Thornton.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  two  sons, 
Ernest  Arnold  Potter  and  Clarence  Nelson  Potter, 
both  living.  His  children  by  the  second  wife  were : 
Arthur,  Ora  and  Ina  Potter.  (3)  William  King 
Potter,  born  Sept.  16,  1803,  married  March  17, 
1830,  Esther  Gaston,  a sister  of  the  late  Governor 
Gaston,  of  Massachusetts.  William  King  Potter 
was  associated  with  his  brother  Benjamin  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Providence,  and  there  died 
Sept.  10,  1842.  His  children  were:  John  Alex- 
ander, born  Jan.  18,  1832,  died  June  ii,  1835; 


Sarah  Greene,  born  June  20,  1834,  died  Aug.  6, 
1849;  Walter  McDuffe,  born  May  8,  1836,  died 
April  9,  1866,  unmarried;  Lucy  Keziah,  born  Feb. 
2,  1839,  married  April  16,  1868,  to  Ezra  Hum- 
phrey, and  died  Nov.  3,  1868.  Walter  M.  Potter  and 
Ids  sister,  Lucy  K.  Potter,  afterward  Mrs.  Ezra 
Humphrey,  established  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Denver,  Colo.  (4)  Benjamin  Potter,  Jr.,  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1805.  (5)  Rev.  Otis  Wilson  Potter, 

born  Dec.  10,  1807,  married  July  25,  1831,  Lydia 
Allen  Tillinghast,  and  died  May  27,  1857.  He  was 
a Six  Principle  Baptist  minister,  and  'was  located 
at  Johnston,  R.  L,  and  later  at  Swansea,  Mass.  His 
widow  resided  in  Providence  in  the  latter  part  of 
her  life  and  died  there.  She  was  born  June  16, 
1810,  and  died  April  2,  1906.  Their  childiren 
were:  Lucy  Tillinghast,  born  June  18,  1833, 

Aug.  16,  1833;  Otis  Wilson,  born  July  23,  1834, 
married  (first)  Oct.  8,  i860,  Sarah  H.  Greene 
(born  March  21,  1838,  died  Aug.  18,  1872),  and 
(second)  Vesta  Pierce,  Feb.  ii,  1874  (she  was 
born  May  24,  1837)  ; Rev.  Thomas  Tillinghast, 
born  Oct.  25,  1837,  married  Aug.  9,  1868,  Sarah 
Frances  Manning,  and  died  Oct.  6,  1884;  Ann 
Maria  Slade  was  born  April  3,  1842;  William 
King,  born  Dec.  21,  1843,  married  June  16,  1869, 
Harriet  Emily  Dickinson,  born  in  1842,  and  they 
have  two  children,  William  King,  Jr.,  and  Flor- 
ence. (6)  Welcome  Allen  Potter,  born  Jan.  17, 
1810,  married  Aug.  18,  1839,  Maria  M.  Pettis,  who 
died  Jan.  5,  1890,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Wel- 
come A.  Potter  in  early  life  was  associated  with 
his  brother  Benjamin  in  the  furniture  business,  in 
Providence.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming  at  John- 
ston, and  there  died  Sept.  20,  1895,  leaving  one 
son,  Benjamin  James,  Ixirn  July  6,  1840,  who 
married  Sept.  8,  1866,  Sarah  Thurber  Sheldon, 
and  resides  in  Providence.  (7)  Lydia  Allen  Pot- 
ter, born  March  20,  1812,  married  March  17,  1842, 
James  L.  Gardner,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1866.  He  was 
a farmer  and  resided  on  the  Potter  homestead,  in 
Cranston.  (8)  Abby  Eliza  Potter,  born  Aug.  16, 
1814,  married  Sept.  16,  1844.  Charles  S.  Cleveland, 
and  died  April  12,  1872,  in  Providence.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Cleveland  Brothers,  furni- 
ture dealers  on  North  Main  street.  (9)  Mercy 
Borden  Potter,  born  Dec.  8.  1816.  died  Nov.  3, 
1849,  unmarried.  (10)  Asa  King  Potter  was  born 
Aug.  7,  1820. 

(VH)  Benjamin  Potter,  Jr.,  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  Oct.  2,  1805,  in  Cranston,  and  in  early 
life  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  on  Canal 
street.  Providence,  being  associated  with  his 
brother,  William  K.,  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  K. 
& B.  Potter.  They  also  operated  a vessel  in  the 
West  Indies  trade.  The  partnership  (continued 
until  the  death  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  in 
1842,  after  which  Benjamin  Potter  continued  the 
business  alone  until  1853,  in  which  year  he  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  with,  his  brother.  Welcome 
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A.,  under  the  name  of  Potter  & Bro.,  the  establish- 
ment being  located  at  No.  148  \\'estminster  street. 
Four  years  later  the  business  was  discontinued,  and 
Benjamin  Potter  engaged  in  the  grocery,  wood  and 
coal  business,  which  he  followed  the  rest  of  his  ac- 
tive life,  retiring  from  business  in  1878.  He  died 
heb.  17,  1885.  He  was  a man  esteemed  and  re- 
spected, and  worthily  upheld  the  family  name.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Central  Congregational 
Church,  which  he  joined  in  1855. 

Hr.  Potter  was  married  (first)  June  4,  1835, 
to  Lucy  L.,  daughter  of  Antipas  and  Alary  Har- 
rington, and  she  died  Aug.  12.  1835.  His 'second 
marriage,  on  Alay  19,  1840,  was  to  Cornelia 
W eeden,  born  Aug.  20,  1809,  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Weeden.  She  died  Jan.  18, 
1864.  His  third  marriage.  May  31,  1870,  was  to 
.Amelia  Weeden,  twin  of  his  second  wife,  and  she 
died  Aug.  4,  1886.  (3ne  daughter  came  to  the  sec- 
ond union,  Ruth  Weeden,  born  Sept.  6,  1846,  who 
was  married  Oct.  21.  1874,  to  David  C.  Moulton,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Airs.  Aloulton  resides  on  Elmwood  avHiue, 
Providence,  and  has  three  children : David  Pot- 
ter, born  July  21,  1875;  Benjamin  Potter,  Alay  4, 
1878:  and  Alabel  Cornelia,  Sept.  29,  1880. 

(\HI)  Asa  King  Potter,  youngest  child  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Lydia  (King)  Potter,  was  born  Aug.  7, 
1820,  in  Cranston,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  on 
the  farm.  After  a time  he  came  to  Providence 
and  secured  a position  in  a wholesale  grocery  on 
Canal  street.  Later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Creene,  Anthony  & Co.,  and  soon  afterward  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  in  the  furniture  busi- 
ness. With  a capital  of  $1,000  he  entered  on  a 
business  career  which  he  followed  for  fifty  years, 
keeping  pace  with  the  many  changes  which  marked 
this  long  period  of  commercial  activity.  His  first 
venture,  in  1848,  was  in  the  furniture  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Curry  & Potter,  which  in 
1854  became  Potter,  Anthony  & Dennison.  Later 
Air.  Anthony  withdrew  from  the  firm,  which  then 
became  Potter  & Dennison,  and  in  the  latter  six- 
ties Air.  Dennison  withdrew  and  the  firm  became 
Potter  & Co.,  so  continuing  until  his  death.  In 
June,  1856,  he  became  a member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  taking  an  active  part  in  both 
Sunday-school  and  church  work.  Filling  various 
church  offices,  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
senior  deacon.  He  early  became  a member  of  the 
.Marine  Corps  of  Artillery,  and  in  1891  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  With  these  ex- 
ceptions he  formed  no  ties  outside  of  his  family 
and  business.  Quiet  and  unostentatious,  loving 
his  home,  and  seeking  no  public  office,  he  leaves 
no  record  of  public  life,  but  to  those  who  knew 
him  intimately,  to  the  church  whose  interests  he 
promoted,  to  the  poor  whom  he  befriended,  to  the 
family  with  which  his  life  was  so  closely  connected, 
a great  loss  has  come,  lessened  only  by  his  example 
of  calm  resignation  to  the  inevitable,  and  of  firm 


faith  in  the  life  to  come.  He  died  Nov.  13,  1897, 
and  was  buried  at  Swan  Point. 

On  Dec.  12,  1843.  Air.  Potter  was  married  to 
Betsey  Arnold,  born  in  1818,  who  died  July  3, 
1846.  One  child,  Harriet  Naomi,  was  born  to 
them  Nov.  23,  1845,  Nov.  i,  1864. 

Potter  was  married  (second)  on  Feb.  24,  1849, 
Cornelia  E.  Armington,  born  in  1825,  who  died  in 
1882.  To  this  union  came  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  born  as  follows:  Erank  King.  Dec.  15, 
1849:  Helen  Park,  Jan.  10,  1859  (died  .April  9, 
1896)  ; Walter  Armington,  April  8,  1865  ; Charles 
Walton,  Nov.  13,  1870.  W’alter  Armington  Pot- 
ter was  educated  at  Alowry  & Gofif’s  private  school 
and  took  a special  course  at  Brown  University,  but 
did  not  graduate,  becoming  a partner  with  his 
father,  and  when  the  business  was  incorporated  he 
became  president.  He  married  (first)  June  4, 
1889,  Alaude  E.  Alartin,  who  died  Alay  29,  1892, 
and  he  married  (second)  Alarch  28,  1894,  Edith 
Weeden  Si:)ink.  Charles  Walton  Potter,  now  sec- 
retary of  Potter  & Co.,  completed  his  education 
at  the  Alowry  & Goff  school ; on  Sept.  23,  1897, 
married  Blanche  Horton,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Priscilla,  born  in  November,  1898. 

Asa  King  Potter  married  for  his  third  wife, 
June  9,  1886,  Sophia  A.  Armington,  the  sister  of 
his  second  wife,  and  she  still  survives. 

(VHI)  Fr.\nk  King  Potter,  eldest  son  of  Asa 
King  Potter,  and  a well-known  business  man,  treas- 
urer of  the  firm  of  Potter  & Co.,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, and  received  his  early  education  at  the  school 
of  Alerrick  and  Emery  Lyon.  He  then  entered 
Brown  Lhiiversity,  graduating  with  the  class  of 
1871.  On  leaving  college  he  became  associated 
with  his  father,  and  as  the  latter’s  advancing  age 
necessitated  relief  from  the  activities  of  the  work 
Frank  K.  gradually  became  the  prime  spirit  in  the 
business,  and  so  continued  until  his  father's  death. 
In  Alay,  1899,  two  years  after  this  event,  the  firm 
was  incorporated,  Frank  King  Potter  being  chosen 
treasurer. 

On  (Act.  13,  1875,  Air.  Potter  married  Emma 
Alaria  Cook,  who  was  born  Sept.  2.  1852,  in  Provi- 
dence, daughter  of  Levander  and  Olive  (Daniels) 
Cook,  and  three  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Ralph  King,  born  Jan.  15,  1879,  who  died  Eeb.  19, 
1882:  Olive,  born  Sept.  26.  1884;  and  Alice  King, 
born  Sept.  18,  1887. 

Air.  Potter,  like  bis  father,  cared  nothing  for 
political  life.  His  political  sympathies  were  usually 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Hope.  University,  and  Art  Clubs,  also  of  the 
Providence  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  a very 
active  member  of  tbe  Zeta  FAsi  Rho  fraternity,  taking 
a deep  interest  in  the  same.  Domestic  in  his  habits, 
he  was  fond  of  his  home  and  devoted  to  his  fam- 
ily. He  was  a superior  business  man,  and  very 
closely  applied  himself,  in  fact  overwork  caused  his 
death.  He  was  the  business  head  of  the  firm, 
which  owes  to  his  efforts  the  foremost  position 
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which  it  occupies.  Mr.  Potter  died  Oct.  31,  1905, 
mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  friends,  and  was 
buried  at  Swan  Point. 

^ SHERMAN  (Line  of  Daniel,  of  South  Kings- 
town). This  highly  honored  name  in  New  Eng- 
land and  the  country  at  large  is  almost,  if  not  quite, 
as  old  as  the  former  section  itself,  the  forerunner 
of  the  name  having  come  to  the  Colonies  only  about 
a decade  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 
Of  the  Rhode  Island  branch  in  question,  which  had 
its  advent  in  the  person  of  Hon.  Philip  Sherman, 
the  latter’s  great-grandson,  Daniel  Sherman,  was  a 
South  Kingstown  settler.  It  is  of  this  branch,  that 
part  of  it  relating  to  the  immediate  family  and  line- 
age of  Oliver  Watson  Sherman,  long  a merchant 
and  prominent  as  well  as  useful  citizen  of  the 
village  of  West  Kingston,  in  the  town  of  South 
Kingstown,  that  this  article  is  to  treat. 

The  Shermans  are  of  German  origin.  In  the 
Fatherland  the  name  Sherman,  Schurman,  etc., 
often  occurs,  and  was  no  doubt  transferred  to  Lon- 
don and  its  vicinity  many  centuries  ago  by  the 
Anglo-Saxon  emigrants.  From  this  metropolitan 
stock  a scion  was  transplanted  to  Dedham,  County 
of  Essex,  England,  which  long  flourished,  and  sent 
out  other  shoots.  The  name  is  derived  from  the 
original  occupation  of  the  family.  They  were  cloth 
dressers  or  shearers  of  cloth.  The  family  at  Ded- 
ham retained  the  occupation  of  their  ancestors,  and 
also  the  coat  of  arms  worn  by  those  in  and  about 
London.  In  New  England  are  found  two  distinct 
families  bearing  the  name  of  Sherman.  One  of 
these  descends  from  William  Sherman,  who 
came  with  the  Pilgrims  about  the  year  1630,  and 
settled  at  Marshfield,  where  his  descendants  still 
remain.  The  other  is  of  Dedham  stock,  a branch 
of  which  emigrated  to  New  England  and  settled 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  With  this  Dedham  line 
we  deal. 

(I)  Hon.  Philip  Sherman,  the  emigrant  settler 
of  the  branch  of  this  Sherman  family  under  con- 
sideration, born  Feb.  5,  1610,  in  Dedham,  Eng- 
land, was  a son  of  Samuel,  a grandson  of  Henry 
(2),  and  a great-grandson  of  Henry  Sherman,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  of  the  County  of  Es- 
sex, England,  probably  having  removed  there 
from  the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  he  bore  the 
Suffolk  Sherman  coat  of  arms.  Philip  Sher- 
man came  to  New  England  in  1634,  and 
settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  He  married  Sarah  ()d- 
ding,  daughter  of  Mrs.  John  Porter.  In  the  Anne 
Hutchinson  trouble  in  Boston  he  took  the  popular 
side,  but  as  Governor  Winthrop  finally  prevailed 
he  with  others  found  it  convenient  to  migrate  to 
Rhode  Island.  In  Providence  they  met  Roger 
\\'illiams,  who  advised  them  to  purchase  the  island 
of  Aquetuct  (Aquidneck),  now  Rhode  Island,  of 
the  Indians.  The  purchase  was  completed  on 
IMarch  24,  1638.  On  July  i,  1639,  they  estab- 
lished a regular  government,  with  William  Cod- 


dington  as  governor  and  Philip  Sherman  as  secre- 
tary. After  this  he  often  held  office  in  the  Colony, 
and  in  critical  periods.  He  was  a man  of  intelli- 
gence, wealth  and  influence  and  was  frequently  con- 
sulted by  those  in  authority.  The  early  records 
prepared  by  him  still  remain  in  I’ortsmouth,  and 
show  him  to  have  been  a neat  and  skilful  ])en- 
man,  as  well  as  an  educated  man.  After  he  mi- 
grated to  Rhode  Island  he  left  the  Congregational 
Church  and  united  with  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Tradition  affirms  he  was  a devout  as  well  as  a de- 
termined man.  He  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in 
1687. 

From  this  Philip  Sherman  the  line  of  Oliver 
Watson  Sherman,  of  West  Kingston,  is  through 
Peleg,  Thomas.  Daniel,  Daniel  (2),  Joseph  and 
Joseph  (2).  These  generations  in  detail  and  in  the 
order  named  follow. 

(H)  Peleg  Sherman,  born  in  1638,  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  L,  married  July  25.  1657,  Elizabeth 
Lawton,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lawton,  was  a far- 
mer, and  resided  on  the  homestead  in  his  native 
town.  He  died  in  1719  and  his  wife  died  in  1711. 

(HI)  Thomas  Sherman,  born  Aug.  8,  1658,  in 
Portsmduth,  R.  I.,  married  June  26,  1702,  Lydia 
Wilcox.  Mr.  Sherman  bought  a tract  of  land  about 
a mile  north  of  Kingston  depot,  lying  in  Exeter 
and  North  Kingstown,  of  Caleb  Arnold,  and  set- 
tled there.  This  was  the  homestead  of  the  family 
until  it  was  sold  about  1868.  Their  children  were: 
Ruth;  Josiah,  born  March  2,  1703;  Daniel,  born 
Nov.  26,  1706;  and  Benjamin. 

(IV)  Daniel  Sherman,  born  Nov.-  26,  1706, 
married  May  22,  1735,  Susanna  Earl,  born  June 
25,  1715,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Earl,  and 
their  only  child  whose  birth  is  of  record  in  the 
town  records  of  South  Kingstown  is  Daniel,  who 
was  born  in  that  same  year,  1735- 

(V)  Daniel  Sherman  (2),  born  in  1735.  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Palmer,  and  their  children  were: 
George,  Palmer,  Hannah,  Hulda,  Susanna, 
Eunice,  Joseph  and  John  P. 

(VI)  Joseph  Sherman,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  mar- 
ried Mary  Harrington,  and  their  children  were: 
Rebecca,  born  in  1805;  Sally,  in  1807;  George  and 
iMary,  in  1809;  Daniel.  Dec.  i,  1811;  Joseph,  in 
1815;  Benjamin,  in  1818;  Ruhama,  in  1820;  and 
Thomas,  in  1824. 

(VI I)  Joseph  Sherman  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  at  Matunuck,  R.  I.,  May  15.  1815,  and  re- 
mained in  his  native  place  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority. Throughout  life  he  was  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, and  in  1844  he  purchased  the  Sherman 
farm  at  West  Kingston.  In  1875  he  removed  to  a 
house  near  the  depot,  where  he  died  Oct.  31,  1898. 
In  politics  Mr.  Sherman  was  first  a Whig  and  then 
a Republican.  He  was  in  his  earlier  years  a mem- 
ber of  Elder  Gershom  Palmer’s  Church,  at  Exeter, 
and  later  of  the  church  at  Lsquepaugh.  In  1842 
Joseph  Sherman  married  Harriet  Watson,  whose 
ancestry  will  be  found  elsewhere.  She  died  Sept. 
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2,  1902.  There  were  born  to  this  union : Oliver 
Watson,  Dec.  15,  1842,  and  Benjamin  Watson, 
Sept.  21,  1845. 

(VUI)  Oliver  Watson  Sherman,  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Harriet,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1842,  in  South 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  there  attended  the  public 
schools.  He  was  a farmer  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  thirty-four  years,  and  afterward,  for  twenty-six 
years,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with  his 
brother,  Benjamin  W'.  Sherman,  at  West  Kingston. 
After  the  latter  retired  from  the  business  Oliver 
W.  continued  alone  for  about  a year,  and  in  1904 
sold  the  establishment  to  W.  A.  H.  Potter.  For 
four  years  Hr.  Sherman  was  postmaster  at  W’est 
Kingston.  Before  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Sherman  became  members  of  tbe  Church  at  Us- 
quepaugh,  he  joining  the  organization  in  April, 
1867,  and  she  in  May.  In  August,  1879,  Oliver 
Wh  Sherman  was  married  to  Susan  F.,  daughter 
of  Ezekiel  Boss.  Mr.  Sherman  was  formerly  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  of  late  years  has  been  a 
JAohibitionist. 

WILLIAM  H.  LANGLEY.  The  Langley 
family,  of  which  Wdlliam  H.  Langley  is  a worthy 
representative,  has  been  for  generations  identified 
with  the  history  of  Rhode  Island,  and  is  of  English 
extraction.  The  first  representative  in  America 
lived  in  Boston,  and  the  line  of  descent  from  this 
John  Langley  follows; 

(I)  John  Langley  was  a native  of  Topsham,  or 
Teignmouth,  near  Exeter,  Devonshire,  England. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary 
King,  who  was  born  Eeb.  4,  1676.  At  the  time 
of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Langley  she  was  the  widow 
of  Robert  Wing,  who  was  a son  of  John  and  Jo- 
shabeth  (Davis)  Wing,  and  grandson  of  Robert 
W ing.  There  were  children  by  the  first  marriage, 
and  the  eldest  son,  Robert,  is  said  to  have  descend- 
ants in  Maryland  in  the  vicinity  of  Little  Choptank. 
John  Langley  and  a brother  were  lost  at  sea,  in 
1712,  on  a voyage  from  Virginia  to  Boston.  He 
left  two  sons,  namely:  John,  born  Oct.  12,  1710; 
and  Nathaniel,  May  25,  1712.  The  widow  married 
a third  time,  March  8,  1715,  when  she  became  the 
wife  of  William  Lee.  This  Mr.  Lee  was  born  in 
England,  Jan.  27,  1677,  and  owned  tbe  covenant 
in  the  North  Church,  of  Boston,  July  12,  1717. 
After  his  death,  which  occurred  in  that  city  about 
1728,  his  widow  removed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
there  died  Eeb.  6,  1757,  aged  eighty-one. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Langley,  born  in  Boston,  May 
25,  1712,  was  baptized  Jan.  12,  1717,  in  the  New 
North  Church,  as  “an  orphan,  on  account  of  Wil- 
liam Lee.’’  About  1740-41  he  went  to  Newport, 
and  became  a freeman  of  that  Colony  May  3,  1743. 
He  was  a ship  joiner  by  trade  and  also  ran  the 
slooj)  “Success’’  from  Rhode  Island  to  Boston  tor 
a period  about  the  year  1768.  He  died  Nov.  16, 
1771,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  a 
widow  and  large  family.  His  wife,  whose  Chris- 


tian name  was  Bethiah  (or  Bethial),  was  born 
Nov.  12,  1711,  and  died  March  10,  1805,  the  mother 
of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  Three  of  the 
daughters  died  young,  and  of  the  others  the  New- 
port census  of  1774  shows  there  were  then  living, 
in  that  city,  John,  William  and  Lee,  with  their 
families,  and  Peter  and  Bethiah,  unmarried. 

(III)  John  Langley  was  born  in  Boston  Oct. 
6,  1735,  and  died  in  1824.  He  was  four  times  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  joined  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  29,  1762,  was  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  Greene.  She  was  born  Sept.  2, 
1742,  and  died  March  2,  1765,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  born  July  30,  1763,  who  deceased 
that  same  year.  On  April  6,  1769,  Mr.  Langley 
took  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Sinkins,  who 
was  born  Eeb.  2,  1743,  and  died  March  5,  1777. 
She  left  two  children,  viz. : John  S.  and  Joshua, 
the  latter  born  May  10,  1772.  On  Jan.  31,  1779, 
Mr.  Langley  and  Mrs.  Lucina  Halverson  were 
united  in  marriage,  and  one  son  was  born  to  them, 
John  L.,  Jan.  2,  1781.  Mrs.  Halverson  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Priscilla  Loudon,  of  New- 
port, born  March  10,  1743,  and  deceased  Jan.  28, 
1801.  The  fourth  wife  was  Naomi  L.,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Potter,  and  the  date  of  this 
union  was  June  17,  1802. 

(IV)  John  Sinkins  Langley  was  born  July  5, 
1770,  in  Newport,  and  died  there,  Sept.  15,  i860, 
aged  ninety  years,  two  months,  ten  days.  A cooper 
by  trade,  he  had  a large  establishment  in  Newport, 
supplying  outgoing  vessels,  and  made  good  profits. 
His  sons,  as  they  grew  up,  all  took  places  in  his  fac- 
tory and  perpetuated  the  business.  He  was  ac- 
tive also  in  church  work,  a member  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church.  John  S.  Langley  was  married,  in 
1792,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Woodman  Billings, 
of  Providence,  where  she  was  born  June  15,  1771. 
Mrs.  Langley  died  six  years  before  her  husband, 
April  18,  1854.  She  bore  him  children  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth,  born  May  6,  1793,  who  lived  to 
an  advanced  age;  Nathaniel,  born  Oct.  4,  1794, 
wbo  married  Harriet  Brownell ; John  B. ; Deborah, 
born  April  2,  1798,  who  lived  to  a good  old  age; 
Patience  B.,  born  Feb.  3,  1800;  Mary,  March  ii, 
1802;  Edward  B.,  April  29,  1804;' Joshua,  April 
14,  1806;  James  W.,  Dec.  31,  1808  (married  Pati- 
ence Eield,  of  Providence)  ; and  Anstriss  D.,  March 
II,  1811. 

(V)  John  B.  Langley  was  born  July  4,  1796, 
in  Newport.  He  very  early  began  to  work  at 
coopering  in  his  father’s  shop  on  Langley’s  Wharf 
and  confined  his  attention  to  that  line  of  business 
tbroughout  bis  life.  While  he  was  an  honored  and 
esteemed  citizen  he  never  sought  to  acquire  poli- 
tical place  among  his  fellows,  contenting  himself 
with  an  unvarying  support  of  the  Republican 
party.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  that  party  he 
was  a good  Whig.  He  was  a quiet  and  unassum- 
ing man,  of  domestic  tastes,  but  yet  energetic  and 
iiKlustrious,  and  he  easily  made  his  way  in  the 
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■world.  In  religious  matters  he  inclined  toward  the 
Baptist  faith  and  gave  his  liberal  support  to  the 
Central  Baptist  Church. 

On  May  28,  1820,  John  B.  Langley  was  joined 
in  marriage  to  Martha  C.,  daughter  of  Job  Town- 
send. She  was  born  in  Newport,  July  31,  1801, 
and  died  there  Aug.  14,  1884,  many  years  after  her 
husband,  who  passed  away  Nov.  27,  1865.  Chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  union  as  follows:  (i) 
William  Cory,  born  March  i,  1821,  a tailor  by 
trade,  married  (first)  Margaret  Sherman  and 
(second)  Mrs.  Annie  Adlam ; he  died  in  iNIalden, 
Mass.  (2)  Alary  Elizabeth,  born  May  3,  1825, 
^married  William  H.  Bliss,  of  Newport,  and  died 
there.  (3)  John  B.,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  16,  1828,  a tin- 
smith of  Newport,  now  deceased,  married  (first) 
Sarah  Moses  and  (second)  Susan  Barlow.  (4) 
Martha  T.,  born  April  4,  1830,  married  Samuel  S. 
Southwick,  deceased,  a boatbuilder  of  Newport. 
(5)  Job  T.,  born  Oct.  10,  1832,  a hardware  mer- 
chant of  Newport,  now  deceased,  married  Sarah 
Greene.  (6)  Charles  H.  is  mentioned  further  on. 
(7)  Susan  Ann,  born  Nov.  12,  1840,  died  aged 
three  and  one-half  years. 

(VI)  Charles  H.  Langley  was  born  in  New- 
port, Nov.  23,  1836,  in  the  same  house  where  his 
entire  after  life  was  spent  and  in  which  both  his 
marriage  and  death  occurred.  In  early  life  he  fol- 
lowed the  calling  of  a tinsmith  for  a while,  but 
during  the  Civil  war  he  engaged  in  teaming  and 
took  the  contract  for  hauling  for  the  Old  Colony 
Steamboat  Company,  at  that  time  the  property  of 
the  late  James  Fiske.  Air.  Langley  finally  decided 
upon  starting  in  the  grocery  business  and  con- 
tinued in  that  line  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  with  his 
store  located  on  Spring  street,  near  Franklin. 
While  not  specially  active  in  politics,  he  was  loyal 
to  the  old  Democratic  party.  At  one  time  he  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  from  the  city  council  as  in- 
spector of  nuisances.  Fraternally  he  belonged  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
and  in  early  life  belonged  for  several  years  to  the 
Newport  Artillery  Company. 

The  wife  chosen  by  Charles  11.  Langley  was 
Aliss  Elizabeth  Champlin,  daughter  of  John 
Champlin,  of  Westerly,  and  a direct  descendant  of 
Christopher  Champlin.  Air.  Langley  passed  from 
this  world  Alarch  25,  1893,  and  his  wife  April  5, 
1901,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  four  children,  born  as  follows : Henry 
L.,  who  died  in  infancy ; Alartha  C.,  of  Providence ; 
William  H.,  our  subject;  and  Elizabeth  Hammett, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

(VII)  William  Henry  Langley  has  like  his 
forefathers  passed  his  days  in  Newport.  His  birth 
occurred  in  that  city  Alarch  20,  1867,  and  his  youth 
was  spent  in  the  public  schools  there.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  went  to  work  in  the  Newport  post 
office  for  a short  time,  after  which  he  became  an 
apprentice  in  cabinet  making,  under  George  E.  Ver- 


non, with  whom  he  remained  in  all  about  ten  years. 
He  gradually  worked  into  regular  carpenter  work 
and  building  and  in  1888  began  his  long  association 
with  the  late  Nathan  Barker,  the  well-known  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Newport.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed till  the  death  of  Air.  Barker,  in  1895,  since 
which  time  Air.  Langley  has  continued  the  work 
as  his  successor  and  has  carried  it  on  with  the  same 
good  results,  winning  a flattering  reputation  for 
himself.  He  is  prominent  among  those  in  the  same 
line  of  business,  is  president  of  the  Builders’  and 
Alerchants’  Exchange,  and  secretary  of  the  Build- 
ers’ Association  of  Newport. 

Air.  Langley’s  interests  have  never  led  him  to 
enter  the  field  of  politics,  although  he  is  a good 
Republican.  However,  in  1906,  at  the  first  election 
held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city  of 
Newport,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  repre- 
sentative council  from  the  Second  ward  for  the 
three-year  term,  the  office  coming  to  him  unsoli- 
cited. He  has  been  very  active  in  fraternal  work, 
particularly  in  Alasonic  and  Pythian  circles,  being  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A. 
AL,  of  which  he  is  master;  Newport  Chapter,  No. 
2,  R.  A.  AI.,  of  which  he  is  past  high  priest ; De 
Blois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M.,  of  which  he  is 
past  thrice  illustrious  master ; Washington  Com- 
mandery.  No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is  past  eminent 
commander ; and  Palestine  Temple,  Alystic  Shrine, 
of  Providence.  As  a Knight  of  Pythias  he  is  a 
member  of  Redwood  Lodge,  No.  ii,  of  which  he 
was  chancellor  commander  in  1893 ; of  Davis  Com- 
pany, No.  8,  Uniform  Rank,  of  which  he  is  past 
captain;  and  of  El  Karum  Temple,  No.  45,  D.  O. 
K.  K.  As  a past  chancellor  he  is  one  of  the  few 
men  in  the  order  who  can  he  relied  on  to  fill  any 
position  without  warning,  as  he  has  memorized  the 
ritual  from  beginning  to  end.  At  the  annual  session 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  held  in 
Providence  Feb.  14,  1905,  he  was  elected  grand 
chancellor  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  first  member  of 
Redwood  Lodge  to  hold  office  in  that  body  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  Air.  Langley  is  also  enrolled 
in  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  Oct.  28,  1890,  Air.  Langley  was  married  to 
Aliss  Alarielize  Barker,  whose  parents  were  Na- 
than and  Sarah  E.  (Tifft)  Barker.  To  this  happy 
union  have  come  one  daughter  and  one  son : 
Grace  C.,  born  July  18,  1893 ; and  William  H., 
Jr.,  born  Nov.  9,  1899.  Air.  and  Airs.  Langley 
attend  the  Central  Baptist  Church,  to  which  their 
generous  support  is  given.  Their  home  is  a pleas- 
ant one,  built  by  Air.  Langley  in  1900,  and  situated 
on  Hope  street.  Air.  Langley  is  a man  capable, 
enterprising  and  progressive  in  business,  public- 
spirited  in  his  earnest  efforts  to  promote  Newport’s 
welfare,  cordial  and  affable  in  manner,  a thorough 
gentleman,  whose  circle  of  friends  is  a large  one  and 
ever  increasing. 

The  Barker  family,  to  which  Airs.  Langley  be- 
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longs,  is  another  that  dates  back  to  the  early  days 
of  Rhode  Island,  record  of  which  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Her  grandfather,  Arnold  Barker, 
was  a native  of  Middletown,  R.  I.  As  a youth  he 
made  fishing  his  occupation,  but  later  took  up  farm- 
ing and  milling,  putting  up  a gristmill  on  his  place. 
In  political  faith  a Whig,  fie  took  an  active  part 
in  town  afifairs.  while  in  church  matters  he  was 
likewise  a leader,  being  for  manv  years  a deacon 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church.  His  belief  was  ex- 
emplified in  his  acts,  and  he  manifested  a consci- 
entious Christian  character  throughout  life.  Twice 
married,  his  first  wife  was  Nancy  Barker,  of  Mid- 
dletown. their  union  occurring  Aug.  2,  1802.  Their 
only  daughter,  Harriet,  born  Oct.  27,  1803,  4ied 
May  I.  1818,  five  years  after  her  mother,  whose 
death  took  place  May  21,  1813.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Barker  married  May  15,  1814,  Mary 
Dunbar,  of  iNIiddletown,  and  children  were  horn  to 
them  as  follows:  Esther  Ann,  March  2,  1816,  Mrs. 
Abram  Tilley,  of  Newport ; Mary  D.,  Nov.  6, 
1817,  Mrs.  William  Smith,  of  Middletown;  Harriet, 
Dec.  17,  1818,  Airs.  Benjamin  Almy,  of  Middle- 
town;  Eunice,  May  16,  1820,  Airs.  William  Brown, 
of  Aliddletown;  Celinda,  Alarch  24,  1823,  who  be- 
came the  second  wife  of  Abram  Tilley;  and  Na- 
than. 

Nathan  Barker  was  torn  in  Aliddletown  Oct. 
23.  1825.  Lntil  he  was  sixteen  he  attended  the 
district  schools  in  his  native  town,  and  then  went 
to  Providence  for  a couple  of  years,  where  he 
was  a carpenter's  apprentice.  Returning  to  New- 
port, he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a journeyman  up 
to  1855,  ^”4  then  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
as  a builder  and  contractor.  He  remained  at  this 
calling  up  to  the  very  time  of  his  death,  and  was 
very  successful.  Besides  many  of  the  handsome 
homes  and  other  buildings  which  form  his  monu- 
ment in  Newport,  the  famous  Newport  Casino  at- 
tests his  skill  as  a builder.  He  won  a high  position 
among  Newi)ort’s  citizens,  not  only  as  a business 
man,  but  also  as  a servant  of  the  people,  for  he 
acted  as  a member  of  the  school  committee  several 
years  and  then  was  sent  to  the  city  council,  as  a 
Republican  representative.  He  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  that  body  and  devoted  his  best  efforts  to  the 
welfare  of  the  city.  He  was  also  long  a member 
of  the  Newport  Business  Men’s  Association,  and 
was  still  active  in  every  good  cause  when  struck 
down  by  death.  Sept.  21,  1895,  in  his  seventieth 
year. 

Airs.  Barker  was  AlisS'Sarah  E.  Tifft,  and  they 
were  married  Dec.  28.  1865.  Her  parents  were 
Henry  O.  and  Elizabeth  ( Aloore)  Tifft.  She  lived 
eleven  years  after  her  husband’s  demise,  passing 
away  April  16,  1906,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 
Two  daughters  were  born  to  her  and  her  husband: 
Marielize,  Airs.  Langley:  and  Crace.  who  married 
Alexander  Alaclver,  of  Newport,  an  insurance  man, 
and  who  has  one  son.  Alister  Ion  Alaclver. 


ROGER  AIO\A  RY.  The  earliest  record  of 
Roger  Alowry,  the  progenitor  of  the  Alowry  fam- 
ily in  this  country,  is  found  in  the  Boston  records, 
as  follows : 

“Eighteen  Alay,  1631,  names  of  such  as  desire 
to  be  made  freemen,  [among  them  | Roger  Alawry, 
Roger  Williams.”  NTither  of  these  two  Rogers 
remained  in  Boston  to  accept  the  duties  and  priv- 
ileges of  “ffreemen’’  in  that  colony.  But  soon  after, 
we  find  them  both  citizens  of  Plymouth ; later  both 
became  citizens  of  Salem,  and  finally  they  lived  side 
bv  side  in  Providence.  Roger  Alowry  was  in  Salem 
from  1636  to  1649.  De  and  his  wife  Alary  (John- 
son) were  members  of  the  church  at  Salem.  The 
Suffolk  records  (Vol.  Ill,  p.  374)  show  that  his 
wife  was  "the  eldest  daughter  of  John  Johnson, 
late  of  Roxbury."  In  1637  "he  had  fifty  acres  laid 
out”  to  him  two  miles  or  more  from  the  settlement 
at  Salem  toward  what  was  afterward  known  as  Sa- 
lem Village.  He  built  his  house  on  the  lot  which 
is  now  the  corner  of  Essex  and  P'lint  streets,  ad- 
joining the  Bowditch  school.  Indeed,  this  house 
lot  ran  from  what  is  now  Essex  street  northward 
to  the  river  and  included  the  land  upon  which  now 
stand  the  Bowditch  school  and  the  Catholic  church. 

The  records  of  the  church  in  Salem  show  that 
his  eldest  son,  Jonathan,  was  baptized  April  2,  1637, 
and  other  children  as  follows:  Bethia,  1638,  June 
17;  Alary,  1640,  June  16;  Elizabeth,  1643,  20; 

Benjamin,  1649,  May  20.  Between  Elizabeth  and 
Benjamin  were  four  other  children:  Nathaniel, 
born  in  1644;  born  about  1645;  Mehitable, 

born  about  1646,  and  Joseph,  born  in  1647,  but  no 
record  is  found  of  their  baptism.  In  August,  1658, 
in  open  Town  Aleeting,  at  Providence,  Roger 
Alowry  testified  that  his  three  youngest  children, 
Benjamin,  Thomas  and  Hannah,  were  born  in 
Providence.  It  is  supposed  that  the  Salem  pastor, 
when  on  a visit  in  1649  to  the  members  of  his 
church  then  residing  in  Providence,  found  the  in- 
fant Benjamin,  baptized  him  there  and  entered  the 
record  upon  the  Salem  Church  book  on  his  return 
home.  The  original  records  of  that  period  of  the 
Salem  Church  have  been  lost,  although  some  of 
them  were  copied  and  kept  in  a later  book  which 
has  been  preserved.  The  above  facts  are  gleaned 
from  that  book. 

Roger  Alowry  was  admitted  a freeman  in  Prov- 
idence in  1655.  About  1653  he  built  a house,  a 
portion  of  which  is  now  standing,  newer  parts 
having  been  built  to  it  from  time  to  time  during 
these  intervening  centuries.  This  house  is  on  xA.b- 
bott  street,  near  North  Alain  street,  not  far  from 
the  North  burial  ground.  It  has  been  known  for 
many  years  as  the  oldest  house  in  the  city,  and  has 
been  called  the  Olney  House.  Eor  a number  of 
years  Roger  Alowry  kept  a ‘‘tavern’’  in  the  town  of 
Providence.  He  died  in  1666. 

The  descendants  of  Roger  Alowry  are  scattered 
in  large  numbers  all  over  the  country.  Two  of  his 
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sons,  Nathaniel  and  John,  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  northern  Rhode  Island,  and  at  one  time 
they  were  half  owners  with  three  other  partners, 
Edward  Inman,  Thomas  Wallin  and  John  Steere, 
of  3,500  acres  of  land,  running  from  the  Blackstone 
river  near  Pawtucket  westward  to  the  Connecti- 
cut line  and  including  the  vicinity  of  what  is.  now 
the  city  of  Woonsocket.  Of  the  descendants  of 
Nathaniel  and  John,  very  many  are  still  inhabitants 
of  northern  Rhode  Island  and  southeastern  Massa- 
chusetts. But  their,  descendants  are  also  found  to- 
day in  the  British  Provinces,  all  of  the  New  Eng- 
lad  States,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  South 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin,  California  and  doubtless  other  States. 

I 

MINER.  The  branch  of  the  Miner  family  rep- 
resented in  the  towns  of  Lincoln  and  the  city  of 
Pawtucket,  while  not  an  old  one  in  Rhode  Island, 
is  nevertheless  one  of  long  standing  in  New  Eng- 
land. The  forerunner  of  the  family  in  this  State 
was  Lucius  Miner,  a native  of  X’ermont,  who  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Lincoln  and  became 
one  of  the  leading  and  substantial  farmers  of  the 
town. 

Simeon  Miner,  father  of  Lucius,  was  a son  of 
Isaac  Miner,  was  born  May  12,  1791.  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  residing  for  a time  at  West 
Burke,  Vt.  He  removed  from  there  to  Barnston, 
Canada,  still  later  to  Libbytown,  Canada,  and 
there  died,  Dec.  19,  1865. 

Simeon  Miner  married  Mary  (or  Polly)  Or- 
cutt,  of  Sutton,  Vt..  who  was  born  July  6,  1798, 
and  died  Oct.  16,  1866,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Christiana  (Willey)  Orcutt.  Samuel  Orcutt,  fa- 
ther of  Ephraim,  was  a native  of  Wales,  by  oc- 
cupation a blacksmith,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  at  Sutton,  \'t.,  where  he  was  the  first 
town  clerk,  but  his  later  employment  was  in  the 
arsenal  at  Boston ; he  was  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lution, enlisting  at  Windham,  Conn.,  in  August, 
1777,  and  becoming  a fifer  in  Capt.  W ales's  com- 
pany, commanded  by  Col.  Jonathan  Latimer,  and 
was  in  the  detachment  sent  to  re-enforce  Gen. 
Gates  at  Saratoga.  John  W illey,  father  of  Chris- 
tiana (Willey)  Orcutt,  was  also  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, and  from  "A  IMuster  Roll  of  the  men  raised 
to  Recruit  the  Three  N.  H.  Regiments  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army  till  the  last  day  of  Dec.,  1780,’’  it 
appears  that  John  Willey  enlisted  as  a private 
from  Northwood  July  ii,  1780;  age  19;  was  mus- 
tered at  Kingston  by  Josiah  Bartlett ; and  was  dis- 
charged Dec.  4,  1780.  The  children  of  Simeon  and 
Polly  Miner  were  thirteen  in  number,  of  whom  the 
eldest  son  and  second  child  was  Lucius,  born  Feb. 
24,  1820. 

Lucius  Miner  was  born  Feb.  24,  1820,  in  West- 
Burke,  Yt.,  and  was  quite  small  when  his  parents 
removed  from  that  place  to  Barnston,  Canada.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  latter  town,  was  reared  to 
farm  work  and  received  his  etiucation  in  the  dis- 


trict school.  He  resided  at  heme  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  when  he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and 
was  employed  at  farm  work  on  a place  on  the  Cob- 
ble Hill  road  in  what  is  now  Lincoln.  Later  he 
was  employed  by  Wdiipple  Randall,  and  while  thus 
engaged  met  the  lady  who  afterward  became  his 
wife.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  in  Provi- 
dence, where  Mr.  Miner  was  employed  in  the  log 
wood  mill  of  Snow  & Lewis,  makers  of  dye  stuffs. 
Later  he  removed  to  the  n.award  Randall  farm  in 
North  Providence,  where  he  resided  for  a number 
of  years ; he  then  purchased  the  Whipple  Randall 
farm,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  \V.  E.  Nichols, 
in  Lincoln,  and  there  he  passea  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  died  May  ii.  1877,  and  was  buried  in  the 
North  Burying  Ground. 

Mr.  Miner  was  quite  an  extensive  farmer,  at 
one  time  owning  in  the  family  and  operating  two 
other  farms  besides  the  one  on  which  he  resided, 
the  others  being  the  Jonathan  Randall  and  the  Ed- 
ward Randall  farms.  He  for  many  years  con- 
ducted a large  retail  milk  route  in  Providence, 
and  after  his  death  it  was  continued  by  the  heirs 
until  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Miner,  when  it  was 
disposed  of.  This  route  was  conducted  by  the 
family  for  forty  years.  Mr.  Miner  also  bought 
and  sold  considerable  live  stock,  and  with  his  va- 
rious interests  he  became  very  well-to-do.  He  was 
a hard  working  man,  and  he  deserved  his  prosper- 
ity. He  had  many  admirable  traits  of  character, 
and  was  much  liked  and  esteemed  by  his  circle  of 
acquaintances.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  while  he  never  cared  for  public  office  in  any 
way,  he  did  at  one  time  serve  on  the  town  school 
committee  and  as  highway  surveyor. 

Mr.  Miner  married  Julia  Albina  Randall,  born 
Feb.  12,  1818,  in  North  Providence,  R.  L,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Nancy  Brayton  (Smith)  Ran- 
dall. Mrs.  Miner  died  April  ii,  1893,  the  mother 
of  five  children;  /^.nnie  W.,  born  Alarch  31,  1848, 
who  died  July  12,  1894,  in  Providence,  unmarried; 
Mary  R.,  born  Oct.  10,  1849,  who  died  Jan.  24. 
1872;  Lewis  A.,  born  Sept.  18,  1851;  Amey  Es- 
tance,  born  May  28,  1855,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1907, 
who  resided  at  Pawtucket,  and  was  a member  of 
Pawtucket  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  made  eligible  through  John  Willey  be- 
feme  mentioned,  and  Samuel  Orcutt;  and  Ida  I 
Orlena,  born  Dec.  13,  1859,  who  married  Oliver 
H.  J.  Perry,  Jr.,  of  Lincoln,  and  has  one  son,  Har- 
old Thurber,  born  May  16,  1888. 

Lewis  A.  Miner,  only  son  of  Lucius  Miner, 
and  a well  known  farmer  of  Lincoln,  was  born  on 
the  Edward  Randall  farm  in  North  Providence,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  school  and  at 
the  E riends’  school  at  Providence.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  formerly  the 
William  Elliott  place,  where  he  has  erected  a new 
house  and  remodeled  the  other  buildings.  He  has 
successfully  followed  the  milk  business  in  addition 
to  general  farming. 
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On  Oct.  14,  1874,  Lewis  A.  Miner  was  married 
in  Watertown,  N.  \ to  Emma  D.  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Truman  and  Amy  F.  (Fuller)  Smith.  JMr. 
and  Mrs.  Miner  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 

(1)  Mary  Alice,  born  March  6,  1877,  was  married 
July  16,  1896,  to  Lester  Ross  Burton,  and  they  re- 
side in  Providence.  They  have  two  children ; 
Harry  Milton,  born  Nov.  2,  1897;  and  Edna  Bur- 
ton, June  16,  1904.  (2)  Amy  Edna,  Alay  13,  1880, 

was  married  Oct.  26,  1904,  to  Weaker  H.  E.  Royce, 
a constructing  engineer.  They  have  one  child, 
Dorothy  Aliner,  born  Jan.  24,  1906.  (3)  Julia  La- 

vinia,  Eeb.  10,  1882,  was  married  Jan.  24,  1903,  to 
Harry  Thompson  Burton,  of  Providence,  by  whom 
she  has  one  child,  Deborah,  born  Dec.  18, 
1904.  (4)  Lewis  Smith,  bom  April  5,  1886,  grad- 

uated from  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College, 
and  is  a resident  of  Providence. 

THOMAS  TILLINGHAST  and  EDWARD 
BARBER.  (I)  Moses  Barber  (born  in  1652, 
died  1732)  was  probably  the  son  of  James  Barber, 
of  Newport,  R.  1.  In  1693  he  purchased  330  acres 
of  the  “Pettesquamscut  Purchase,”  within  the  limits 
of  the  present  town  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  1. 
A pond  near  the  site  of  his  house  still  bears  the 
name  of  Barber’s  Pond.  The  name  of  his  first 
wife  and  the  date  of  their  marriage  have  not  been 
found.  He  married  March  24,  1692,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Susannah  W’ait,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Hannah  Wait,  who  survived  him. 

(II)  Joseph  Barber,  born  Oct.  13,  1701,  died 
in  1779.  He  married  Feb.  4,  1724,  Rebecca  Potter. 
Children:  Nathaniel  and  Susannah.  In  his  will, 
dated  April  14,  1779,  mention  is  made  of  son, 
Nathaniel,  grandsons  Lillibridge  Barber  and  Jo- 
seph Rathbun,  and  granddaughters  Abigail  W'^ilbur 
and  Rebecca  Wilcox. 

(III)  Susannah  Barber,  daughter  of  Joseph, 
according  to  tradition  died  about  1765,  but  we  have 
no  date  of  her  birth  or  death.  She  was  married. 
May  3,  1757,  to  Jonathan  Rathbun.  Her  children 
were  as  follows:  Lillibridge  Barber,  born  May  10, 
1755,  died  Feb.  16,  1844;  Jonathan  Rath- 
bun and  Joseph  Rathbun,  born  about  1763. 
It  is  uncertain  which  was  the  older,  Jona- 
than or  Joseph.  Joseph  Barber,  their  grand- 
father, gave  his  grandson,  Joseph  Rathbun,  a 
legacy  which  he  was  to  receive  when  he  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  He  received  this 
legacy  Jan.  28,  1784. 

(IV)  Lillihridge  Barl)er  (Susannah.  Joseph, 
Moses),  born  May  10,  1755.  died  Feb.  t6,  1844. 
was  the  son  of  Susannah  Barber  and  Edward  Lilli- 
bridge. He  married  Dec.  30,  1773,  Alice  W’ilcox, 
daughter  of  Ahram  and  Lydia  (Harrington)  V’il- 
cox,  born  June  10,  1755,  died  Jan.  13,  1828.  Both 
w'ere  born  in  Exeter,  R.  L,  and  that  town  remained 
his  home,  although  he  owned  several  farms  in  other 
towns  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  Farming 
was  his  occupation.  He  possessed  shrewdness  and 


executive  ability,  and  was  eccentric  in  his  manner. 
He  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  Children:  (i) 
Wilcox,  born  March  2,  1775,  died  Sept.  25,  1840. 
He  married  June  i,  1797,  Patience  Tefft,  born 
Aug.  13,  1777,  died  Nov.  12,  1844.  (2)  Joseph, 

born  Jan.  29,  1776,  died  in  September,  1776.  (3) 

Alice,  born  Aug.  28,  1777,  died  May  15,  1862. 
She  married  Feb.  7,  1799,  Thomas  Tillinghast, 
born  Aug.  22,  1778,  died  Nov.  22,  1856.  (4) 

Edward. 

(V)  Edward  Barber,  son  of  Lillibridge,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  L,  July  17,  1779, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  which 
was  located  on  both  sides  of  the  Ten  Rod  road,  and 
adjacent  to  the  Four  Corners  Baptist  Church.  He 
here  brought  his  young  wife  to  his  father’s  house 
for  a year  or  two,  and  then  commenced  house- 
keeping in  Wluntown,  Conn.,  not  far  from  the 
Swamp  meeting-house,  on  a farm  recently  owned 
by  Smith  Gallup.  Four  years  later  he  moved  to 
the  Ellery  farm,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  which  con- 
tained about  900  acres,  a tract  of  land  stretching 
from  Skunk  Hill  on  the  west  to  Wood  river  on  the 
east,  a portion  of  which  he  afterward  purchased. 
In  1830  he  moved  to  an  adjoining  farm  of  smaller 
dimensions,  where  he  lived  the  remained  of  his 
days.  Aside  from  being  a good  farmer,  he  could 
always  use  the  tools  of  cooper  and  carpenter  with 
skill.  By  combining  these  various  industries,  he 
always  found  something  to  do,  whether  the  weather 
was  fair  or  foul.  He  was  not  a large  man,  per- 
haps not  over  five  feet,  seven  inches  in  height, 
but  was  erect  and  well-proportioned.  Genial  and 
kind,  he  formed  many  lasting  friendships.  He 
was  active  in  town  affairs,  served  seventeen  years 
in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a delegate  to  the 
convention  that  framed  the  Constitution  adopted 
in  1843.  He  was  colonel  of  the  militia  during 
the  war  of  1812,  and  although  not  engaged  in 
active  warfare  his  department  was  repeatedly 
called  out  to  repel  expected  coast  invasions.  An 
attack  of  pneumonia  finally  terminated  in  con- 
sumption, of  which  he  died  three  or  four  year.s 
later,  Oct.  30,  1847.  At  that  time  his  eleven  chil- 
dren who  reached  maturity  were  married  and  liv- 
ing in  Rhode  Island,  and  were  all  present  at  his 
funeral. 

In  Phebe  Tillinghast,  whom  he  married  Nov. 
27,  1800,  Mr.  Barber  found  a worthy  helpmate — 
one  who  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household, 
although  the  combined  duties  of  a large  farm  and  a 
large  family  were  of  no  trivial  importance.  She 
was  born  April  23,  1780,  and  died  Dec.  10,  1867. 
She  was  a woman  of  roljust  health  and  great  de- 
cision of  character,  whose  aye  was  aye,  and  whose 
nay  was  nay,  and  thus  understood  and  respected  by 
all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  Her  opinion 
could  he  had  for  the  asking,  and  she  was  never 
in  any  emergency  found  “on  the  fence.”  Firm  re- 
ligious principles,  combined  with  the  alx)ve,  made 
her  life  one  of  consistent  Christianity.  She  was  a 
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sweet  singer,  and  to  the  last  of  her  life  her  voice, 
still  rich  and  melodious,'  was  frequently  heard  in 
song.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Barber  early  trained  their  chil- 
dren to  habits  of  thrift  and  industry,  and  gave 
them  such  educational  advantages  as  could  be  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  that  time.  In 
an  upper  room  devoted  to  the  purpose  the  daugh- 
ters spun  and  wove  the  cloth  for  family  use — 
woolen,  linen  and  towcloth  fabrics,  and  coverlets 
of  intricate  designs.  All  were  skilled  in  the  use 
of  the  needle.  The  sons  on  leaving  home  could 
each  in  turn  engage  themselves  as  journeymen 
carpenters,  without  other  apprenticeship  than  their 
home  training.  These  five  sons  and  six  daughters 
who  lived  to  maturity  were  without  exception 
worthy  descendants  of  worthy  parents.  The  chil- 
dren of  Edward  and  Phebe  (Tillinghast)  Barber 
were  born  as  follows;  Joseph  Tillinghast,  Jan. 
5,  1802;  Mary  Himes,  March  19,  1804;  Susan,  Jan. 
17,  1806;  Alice,  Nov.  26,  1807;  Anna  James,  Oct. 
25,  1809;  Rebecca,  Sept.  21,  1811;  Thomas  Til- 
linghast, July  20,  1813;  Lillibridge,  Aug.  31,  1815; 
Edward,  Aug.  3,  1817;  Happy  Sally,  Oct.  27,  1819 
(died  Aug.  25,  1823);  Hannah,  March  2,  1823; 
Welcome,  July  22,  1825;  Phebe  Caroline,  Sept. 
2,  1830  (died  Jan.  22,  1837).  Of  this  family  all 
are  now  deceased  except  Hannah,  widow  of  Peleg 
Matteson,  of  Hope  Valley,  Rhode  Island. 

(VI)  Joseph  T.  Barber,  born  Jan.  5,  1802,  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  died  Aug.  28,  1875,  in  Humboldt, 
Humboldt  County,  Cal.  He  married  Jan.  27,  1825, 
Nancy  James  (daughter  of  Thomas),  born  July  9, 
1808,  in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  who  died  June  17,  1884, 
in  Grass  Valley,  Cal.  He  was  an  active,  energetic 
man,  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  people 
generally  in  social,  political  and  religious  circles. 
He  built  the  manufacturing  village  of  Barberville, 
in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  on  a portion  of 
one  of  the  farms  formerly  owned  by  his  grandfa- 
ther, Lillibridge  Barber.  There  he  resided  for  many 
years.  In  1851  he  went  to  California.  Some  two 
years  later  the  family  went  to  Wisconsin.  The 
father  rejoined  them,  but  finding  the  climate  too 
.severe  removed  to  California  with  his  family,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Joseph  T. 
and  Nancy  (James)  Bather  had  two  children,  both 
born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.:  George  Perry,  Jan.  31, 
1826,  who  died  July  9,  1850,  in  Hopkinton,  R. 
I.;  and  Charles  James,  (,)ct.  10,  1827. 

(VI)  Thomas  Tillingh.vst  Barber,  born  July 
20,  1813,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  L,  died  Dec.  24,  1891,  in 
Hope  Valley.  He  married  July  10.  1843,  Angeline 
P.  Richmond,  born  June  16,  1822,  in  Pawtucket, 
Mass.,  who  died  Jan.  29,  1893,  in  Hope  Valley,  R. 
I.  Mr.  Barber  was  originally  named  Thomas  Til- 
linghast Himes  but  later  in  life  the  Himes  was 
dropped.  He  remained:  on  the  farm  with  his  father 
until  1835,  when  he  went  to  Westerly  and  learned 
carriage  making,  and  commenced  business  for  him- 
self at  Barberville,  R.  I.  From  1839  his  occupation 
72 


and  general  business  were  so  closely  identified  with 
that  of  his  brother  Edward  that  their  history  runs 
parallel,  as  is  given  in  a later  paragraph.  He  was 
for  many  years  a director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Hopkinton.  Owing  to  his  retiring  nature, 
the  community  at  large  failed  to  receive  the  full 
benefit  of  his  ability,  although  he  was  induced  to 
serve  his  town  as  senator  for  four  years,  from 
1861  to  1864,  inclusive.  He  was  a man  of  broad 
views  and  a deep  thinker,  with  a retentive  memory, 
and  he  had  a faculty  of  convincing  his  hearers. 
He  was  for  many  years  a valued  teacher  in  the 
Sabbath-school,  having  a profound  Scriptural 
knowleilge.  His  views  were  too  broad  to  be  con- 
fined to  any  denominational  line,  he  believing  that 
there  was  but  one  church — the  Christian  Church. 

Thomas  T.  and  Angeline  P.  (Richmond)  Bar- 
ber had  two  . children  ; Marcia  Angeline,  born  Nov. 
I,  1849,  Barberville,  Hopkinton,  R.  I.;  and 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  4,  1857,  who  died 
Oct.  13,  1857,  in  Barberville,  Hopkinton,  Rhode 
Island. 

(VH)  Marcia  A.  Barber,  born  Nov.  i,  1849, 
in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  married  Nov.  18,  1869,  Jo- 
seph S.  Aldrich  (son  of  David  L.),  born  July 
16,  1849,  Feb.  14,  1874,  in  Hope  Valley,  R.  I. 
She  now  resides  at  No.  323  Angell  street.  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  i\lr.  and  Mrs.  Aldrich  had  two  chil- 
dren: (1)  Susan  Angeline,  born  July  16,  1870, 
in  Hope  Valley,  R.  L,  married  in  Providence,  R. 
1.,  June  23,  1892,  Ralph  Collingwood  Watrous,  born 
July  19,  1866,  in  jMystic,  Conn.  (2)  Thomas  Ed- 
ward, born  June  21,  1872,  died  Sept.  6,  1872,  in 
Hope  Valley,  Rhode  Island. 

(VI)  Edward  Barber,  born  Aug.  3,  1817,  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  married  March  14,  1843,  Susan 
Card,  born  Sept.  25,  i8r6,  in  Richmond,  R.  I., 
who  died  Nov.  27,  1898.  (In  reaching  his  majority 
Edward  Barber  went  to  Providence,  seeking  work 
as  a journeyman  carpenter.  On  being  asked  how 
long  he  had  worked  at  the  business  he  replied, 
“Ever  since  I could  lift  a hammer  or  shoulder  a 
jackplane.”  The  answer  gained  him  a position 
with  Dean  & Sprague,  at  the  foot  of  Pine  street. 
After  laboring  one  year  there  he  returned  and 
formed  a co-partnership  with  his  brother  Thomas, 
as  recorded  farther  along.  He  was  an  expert  in 
the  use  of  the  tools  of  the  cabinetmaker,  and  em- 
ployed much  of  his  leisure  making  bookcases,  writ- 
ing: desks  and  foot-stools — about  one  hundred  of 
the  latter,  which  he  gave  away  to  friends.  He  was 
the  patentee  of  a sectional  burial  case  made  of 
Portland  cement. 

Edward  Barber  was  active  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
ing his  town  for  several  years  as  councilman  and 
in  other  minor  offices,  and  was  State  Senator  from 
Hopkinton  in  1870-71-72.  He  was  president  of 
the  Hopkinton  Savings  Bank,  and  director  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Hopkinton.  He  was  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  the  Pine  Grove  cemetery 
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from  the  time  it  began  its  existence,  a period  of 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  the  recent  improve- 
ments were  due  largely  to  his  efforts  and  influ- 
ence. In  1891  he  removed  the  old  stones  that 
marked  the  graves  of  Col.  Edward  and  Phebe 
(Tillinghast)  Barber,  and  placed  a fine  granite 
monument  instead.  Mr.  Barber  was  a member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hope  Valley.  He  died 
at  Hoi)e  \'alley  Feb.^  6,  1905. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Edward  and  Susan 
(Card)  Barber:  Lois  Ann,  born  July  29,  1845, 
died  Sept,  ii,  1845,  Hopkinton,  R.  I.;  Edward 
Perry,  born  July  23,  1847,  died  Sept.  10,  1848,  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I. ; a daughter,  born  June  8,  1849, 
died  July  26,  1849,  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I. ; and  Susan 
Elizabeth,  born  July  16,  1853,  died  March  22, 
i860,  in  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island. 

In  1839  a co-partnership  was  entered  into  by 
the  brothers  Thomas  Tillinghast  and  Edward  Bar- 
ber, under  the  firm  name  of  T.  T.  & E.  Barber,  and 
their  business  life  commenced  at  Barberville,  R.  I. 
They  continued  the  original  business  of  carriage- 
making commenced  by  Thomas,  to  which  was  added 
the  making  of  furniture  and  coffins.  In  the  year 
1845  they  bought  a tract  of  land,  now  known  as 
Centerville,  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  upon 
which  they  erected  a cotton-mill,  five  dwelling- 
houses  and  a store,  selling  the  same  to  Barber  & 
Baker.  In  1851  financial  embarrassment  of  the 
firm,  caused  by  becoming  involved  through  en- 
dorsement, led  Thomas  to  go  to  California.  He 
made  the  journey  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  and 
spent  three  years  mining  in  Grass  \ alley,  finally  re- 
turning to  Rhode  Island.  In  1859  purchased 
what  was  known  as  the  James  Gowdy  property, 
in  Locustville,  now  known  as  Hope  \ alley.  . They 
occupied  the  same  and  carried  on  a general  hard- 
Avare  and  tin  business.  Thomas,  being  of  an 
ingenious  turn,  assumed  the  manufacturing  part 
• of  the  business,  leaving  the  buying  and  selling  to 
I’Mward.  They  were  prosperous  and  soon  felt  the 
need  of  more  room,  which  led  to  the  building  of 
.the  large  brick  block,  in  1864,  known  as  Barber’s 
block,  where  they  continued  and  enlarged  their 
busipess  until  1870,  when,  wishing  to  retire  from 
so  active  a life,  they  sold  out  to  Charles  D.  Chase, 
and  from  then  found  congenial  employment  in  till- 
ing their  few  acres  of  land  in  partnership, 
[Through  the  co-operation  of  the  daughter  and 
niece,  Mrs.  Marcia  A.  Aldrich,  of  Providence,  R. 
T.  we  are  enabled  to  present  the  excellent  likeness 
of  Thomas  T.  and  Edward  Barber.] 

PELEG  CARR  COXGDOX,  in  his  lifetime 
•one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  East 
Greenwich,  and  a thoroughly  selfmade  man,  was 
l)orn  Aug.  29,  1810,  in  Xorth  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
son  of  Gideon  and  Elizabeth  (Reynolds)  Congdon. 
He  was  a representative  of  the  fifth  generation  of 
this  branch  of  the  old  Congdon  family,  that  for 
more  than  235  years  has  been  identified  with  the 


history  of  Rhode  Island.  The  first  Congdon  of 
record  in  the  State  is  Benjamin,  and  the  line  of  de- 
scent to  Peleg  Carr  Congdon  is  shown  by  genera- 
tions in  order. 

(I)  Benjamin  Congdon,  born  about  1650,  is 
of  record  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1671,  on  Sep- 
tember 20th  of  which  year  he  bought  230  acres  of 
land  in  Xarragansett,  Kings  Town,  but  he  did  not 
remove  thither  for  some  years.  He  was  a freeman 
in  1677.  In  1683  he  called  himself  late  of  Ports- 
mouth and  a planter.  He  was  one  of  the  eighteen 
purchasers  of  7,000  acres  of  vacant  lands  in  Nar- 
ragansett  in  1710.  He  married  Elizabeth  Albro, 
daughter  of  John  and  Dorothy  Albro.  She  died 
Eiov.  15,  1720,  and  he  passed  away  June  17,  1718. 
Their  children  were:  William,  Benjamin,  John, 
James,  Elizabeth  and  Susannah.  Of  these  William 
was  of  South  Kingstown;  Benjamin  and  John,  of 
North  Kingstown;  and  James,  of  Kingstown, 
Providence  and  Charlestown.  From  these  have 
come  a worthy  race  of  people,  many  having  re- 
mained from  generation  to  generation  in  the  various 
towns  of  the  State,  and  those  yet  here  are  repre- 
sentative Rhode  Islanders. 

It  is  a family  tradition  that  Benjamin  Congdon 
was  born  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales,  near  St. 
David’s ; that  he  came  to  this  country  with  his 
brother  John ; and  that  their  father’s  name  was 
John,  and  that  their  mother  was  a daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke. 

(H)  James  Congdon,  born  April  19,  1686,  re- 
sided in  Kingstown,  Providence  and  Charlestown. 
He  was  made  a freeman  in  1720;  was  a member  of 
the  town  council  1731,  1732,  1733,  1734,  1747  and 
1748;  moderator  1745  and  1755;  deputy,  1745, 

1747,  1748,  1749  and  1750;  ratemaker,  1746  and 

1748.  His  death  occurred  Sept.  27,  1757.  He  was 
three  times  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Margaret 
Eldred,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Knowles) 
Eldred,  he  had  nine  children : James,  Penelope, 
Benjamin,  Samuel,  William,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Martha  and  IMargaret.  On  Nov.  15,  1739,  he  mar- 
ried second,  Dorcas  Westcott,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Bethiah  (Gardiner)  Westcott,  and  they 
had  three  children : Ephraim,  Dorcas  and  Joseph. 
His  third  wife,  iMary  Hoxsie,  widow  of  Joseph 
Hoxsie  and  daughter  of  Robert  and  Deborah  Tay- 
lor, bore  him  one  son  and  two  daughters : Robert, 
Susanna  and  Phebe. 

(HI)  John  Congdon,  born  May  5,  1734,  was 
married,  in  1752,  to  his  first  wife,  Mary  Reynolds. 
They  had  nine  children,  namely:  James,  born 
Nov.  28,  1753,  died  July  7,  1839;  Hannah,  born 
March  11,  1755,  died  Aug.  9,  1837;  John,  born 
March  23,  1757,  died  in  February,  1837;  Henry, 
born  July  15,  1759;  Jonathan,  born  July  25,  1761, 
died  Feb.  3,  1836;  Benjamin,  born  May  9,  1763; 
Joseph,  born  Ai)ril  18,  1765,  died  March  19,  1838; 
Mary,  born  July  31,  1766;  and  Elizabeth,  born 
Aug.  17,  1768.  To  the  marriage  of  John  Congdon 
and  his  second  wife,  Naomi  Tew,  were  born  two 
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sons,  William,  born  Feb.  i,  1773;  and  Oliver. 
On  March  8,  1778,  Mr.  Congdon  married  (third), 
at  Jamestown,  R.  L,  Abigail  Carr,  and  four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them : Abigail,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1778;  Carey,  born  Nov.  5,  1780;  Gideon,  born 
Feb.  12,  1782,  died  May  8,  1862;  and  Peleg,  born 
Nov.  10,  1785,  died  March  21,  1854. 

(I\’)  Gideon  Congdon,  born  Feb.  12,  1782,  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  married  Elizabeth  Reynolds.  He  re- 
sided in  the  town  of  North  Kingstown,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  for  a number  of  years 
was  superintendent  of  a large  farm  for  the  Ives 
family.  His  son,  Peleg  Carr,  and  his  grandson, 
William  P.  Congdon,  in  turn,  occupied  similar  po- 
sitions for  the  same  family  on  Potowomut  Neck. 
For  more  than  100  years  this  Congdon  family  per- 
formed a similar  service  on  Potowomut  Neck  for 
the  Ives  family. 

(V)  Peleg  Carr  Congdon  married  Harriet 
Dyer,  who  was  born  April  7,  1814,  daughter  of 
Amassa  and  Lydia  A.  (Essex)  Dyer,  and  a de- 
scendant of  the  old  Dyer  family  of  Rhode  Island. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Congdon  located  in  North 
Kingstown  for  a few  years,  and  then  removed  to 
the  town  of  Warwick,  where  he  subsequently  made 
his  residence.  i\Ir.  Congdon  was  a conscientious, 
painstaking  man,  whose  loyalty  to  his  employers’ 
interests  was  unmistakable.  He  was  not  a public 
man  or  politician,  his  interest  in  political  matters 
being  simply  that  of  a law  abiding  citizen,  who 
supported  competent  men  as  candidates.  In  senti- 
ment he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  ' 
party.  He  attended  the  Eriends  Church.  Mr. 
Congdon  died  suddenly  April  14,  1883,  surviving 
his  wife,  who  died  Jan.  i,  1881.  They  are  both 
buried  in  Glenwood  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cong- 
don had  children  as  follows;  (i)  Ray  Dyer, 
born  Nov.  19,  1838,  went  to  sea  when  but  sixteen 
years  old,  and  always  followed  that  occupation. 
He  sailed  a number  of  years  as  captain  of  ocean- 
going vessels,  and  visited  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
His  death  occurred  in  1896,  at  Cairo,  Egypt.  He 
married  Marion  Mayfield,  of  London,  England, 
and  left  two  daughters,  Caroline  May  and  Harriet 
Mabel.  (2)  George  Warren,  born  Aug.  ii,  1840, 
married  Mary  Smart,  and  resides  near  Petersburg, 
Ya.  (3)  William  Prior  was  born  Oct.  27,  1842. 
(4)  Charles  Jackson,  born  Feb.  4,  1845,  followed 
the  sea  for  some  years,  and  now  resides  in  South 
Africa.  (5)  Thomas  Bailey,  born  Dec.  2,  1847, 
followed  the  sea  and  on  March  31,  1873,  while  chief 
officer  of  the  vessel  “Isle  of  Wight,”  which  was 
then  at  Rangoon,  India,  he  was  stabbed  in  the  back 
by  the  steward  on  board  the  ship,  and  died  in  the 
hospital  April  3,  1873.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  the  Church  of  England  cemetery  at  Rangoon. 
He  was  unmarried.  (6)  Caroline  Frances,  born 
Jan.  23,  1850,  married  Nathaniel  Spink,  and  re- 
sides in  Providence. 

(VI)  William  Prior  Congdon,  son  of  Peleg 
Carr  Congdon,  was  born  in  North  Kingstown  Oct. 


27,  1842.  At  an  early  period  his  family  moved  to 
Warwick,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  seven- 
teen, at  which  age  he  went  to  sea,  and  spent  a few 
years  as  a sailor.  On  giving  up  that  profession 
he  settled  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seven  years,  returning  to  Rhode  Island 
in  1870.  On  June  30,  1870,  he  was  married  to 
Waity  E.  Spink,  who  was  born  Jan.  19,  1848,  in 
North  Kingstown,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Silas 
and  Sarah  (Rathbun)  Spink,  of  North  Kingstown. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Congdon  became  a farmer 
on  Potowomut  Neck,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 
Like  his  father  and  grandfather  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Ives  farm  for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Congdon  was  never  active  in  political  or 
public  affairs,  his  attention  being  given  entirely  to 
the  business  he  followed,  that  of  a thoroughly  up- 
to-date  farmer.  He  was  a 32d  degree  Mason,  be- 
longing to  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  ii,  and 
to  several  other  Masonic  bodies.  He  died  Feb. 
10,  1898,  and  was  buried  in  the  Glenwood  ceme- 
tery at  East  Greenwich.  As  a business  man  he 
was  methodical,  industrious  and  sober,  and  he  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors.* 

Mr.  Congdon  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Waity  E.  Congdon,  who  shortly  after  his  death 
moved  into  East  Greenwich,  where  she  still  resides. 
She  is  regarded  with  respect  and  affection  by  her 
many  acquaintances.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Congdon  had 
one  daughter,  Lottie,  born  Sept.  23,  1871,  who  at- 
tended the  local  schools  and  later  the  Moses 
Brown  School  in  Providence,  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Christopher  Craske,  of  New  York,  where  her  hus- 
band is  a manufacturer. 

NEWELL  (Central  Falls  family).  For  several 
generations,  since  along  about  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century  or  a little  earlier,  there  have 
resided  in  the  towns  of  Smithfield  and  Cumberland 
and  the  subdivisions  coming  out  of  them  a branch 
of  the  old  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  family  of  New- 
ells, the  immigrant  ancestor  of  which  was  Abraham 
Newell.  This  article  is  to  treat,  though  but  briefly, 
of  this  Rhode  Island  branch  of  the  family.  Refer- 
ence is  especially  made  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Hon.  William  Newell,  of  Smithfield  and  Central 
Falls,  himself  long  a prominent  and  successful  bus- 
iness man,  brass  foundryman,  legislator,  gas  com- 
pany president,  etc.,  and  his  several  sons — Hon. 
Oscar  A.,  Frank  A.  and  Fred  E. — all  men  of  sub- 
stance and  achievement,  the  first  mentioned  having 
several  times  represented  his  community  in  the 
State  Assembly  and  for  years  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Central  Falls,  for  years  treas- 
urer and  general  manager  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hosiery  Company,  the  business  of  which  he 
founded. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order,  beginning 
with  the  immigrant  settler,  something  of  the  his- 
tory and  genealogy  of  these  Rhode  Island  Newells. 

(I)  Abraham  Newell,  aged  fifty  years,  with  his 
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Avife  Frances,  aged  forty,  and  their  children,  Rnth, 
aged  fourteen,  Grace,  thirteen,  Abraham,  eight, 
John,  five,  and  Isaac,  two,  came  to  New  England  in 
the  ship  "Francis,”  of  Ipswich,  England,  in  1634, 
settling  at  Roxbnry,  ]\Iass.  i\Ir.  Newell  was  made 
a freeman  in  March,  1634-35.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
lived  to  advanced  life,  he  dying  June  30,  1673,  at 
ninety-one,  and  she  in  November,  1682,  aged  nearly 
one  hundred  years. 

(II)  Jacob  Newell,  son  of  Abraham,  whom 
some  have  coming  to  New  England  with  his  par- 
ents and  the  children  named,  resided  at  Roxbnry. 
Among  his  children  was  a son  Jacob. 

(III)  Jacob  Newell  (2),  son  of  Jacob  of  Rox- 
hnrv,  also  resided  there.  One  of  his  children  was 
Elisha. 

( IV)  Elisha  Newell,  son  of  Jacob  Newell  (2), 
born  March  21,  1713,  at  Roxbnry,  Mass.,  married 
(first)  Snsanna,  daughter  of  Obadiah  Ballon.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  and  after  the  mother’s 
death  Mr.  Newell  married  (second)  Dec.  25,  I74^- 
Mrs.  Bathsheba  Keith,  widow  of  Michael  and 
daughter  of  James  Ballon.  She  was  born  Nov.  26, 
1717,  in  what  was  then  Wrentham,  Mass.,  but  later 
Cumberland,  R.  I.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newell  resided 
on  a farm  which  was  partly  in  Bellingham,  Mass., 
and  Cumberland,  R.  I.  They  were  of  good  stand- 
ing in  their  community.  Mr.  Newell  died  April  14, 
1762.  Mr.  Newell’s  childrGi  born  to  Susanna  were; 
.Aaron,  Aug.  19,  1740;  and  David.  Jan.  20,  1742. 
d'hose  lx)rn  to  Bathsheba  were : Martha,  Aug.  6, 
T749;  Elisha,  May  14,  1751;  Bathsheba,  Dec.  22, 
1753;  Jason,  Jan.  22,  1757;  and  Patience,  Jan.  19, 

1759- 

(V)  Judge  Jason  Newell,  born  Jan.  22,  1757, 
in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  married  Sarah  Whipple,  and 
their  children,  the  eldest  two  born  in  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  the  next  in  North  Providence  and  the  others 
in  Cumberland,  were;  Jabez,  born  April  10, 
1772;  Mary,  Nov.  25,  1773;  William,  Dec.  14, 
1775;  Sarah,  Dec.  21,  1777;  .Amey,  April  7,  1780; 
Jesse,  Aug.  15,  1782;  Jason.  Sept.  24,  1784;  John, 
April  2,  1788;  Spaulding,  Dec.  21,  1790;  and  Na- 
thaniel, Sept.  21,  1795.  Judge  Newell  purchased 
a farm  in  the  eastern  part  of  (Cumberland,  R.  I.,  in 
.April,  1776,  and  this  farm  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  Newell  family. 

(VT)  Nathaniel  Newell,  born  Sept.  21.  1795- 
in  (Cumberland,  R.  L,  married  Ruth  Howard,  and 
their  children  were;  Spalding,  born  Jan.  28,  1818; 
William,  June  12,  1820;  Allen  Halsey,  Aug.  30, 
1822;  .Alma  Anna,  Alarcli  13.  1829;  and  Mary  .Ar- 
nold, Jan.  9,  1833.  He  lived  on  this  farm  all  his 
life  of  ninety  years. 

(VH)  William  Newell,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Ruth  (Howard)  Newell,  born  June  T2,  1820,  on 
the  farm,  on  the  banks  of  Abbott’s  run,  just  north 
of  .Arnold’s  mill,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
married  July  2r,  1844,  Emeline  Fuller,  of  North 
.Attleboro,  Mass.,  whose  grandfather  Perry  was  a 
patriot  of  the  Revolution. 


Air.  Newell  was  horn  and  reared  on  the  farm 
where  his  father  and  grandfather  before  him  had 
lived.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the  .Attleboro 
.Academy.  After  working  for  three  years  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  season  and  teaching  school  through 
the  winters,  and  in  the  meantime  concluding  finally 
to  engage  in  the  manufacturing  business,  he,  in 
1845,  erected  a small  building  on  his  father’s  fann 
in  Cumberland  for  that  purpose,  and  here  with  a 
helper  began  the  work  of  brass  molding.  In  this 
venture  he  was  successful  to  the  extent  that  he 
felt  warranted  after  a trial  of  two  years  in  estab- 
lishing himself  at  a more  advantageous  point  and 
in  larger  quarters.  This  he  did  hy  building  a 
foundry  at  a point  in  the  town  of  Smithfield  which 
is  now  Central  Falls,  and  several  years  later  ])ur- 
chased  the  residence  opposite  same.  Here  he  car- 
ried on  his  business  alone  until  1866,  in  which  year 
his  son  ( )scar  .A.  Newell  joined  him  in  the  enter- 
prise. Another  son,  h^red  E.  Newell,  succeeded  his 
brother  Oscar  in  the  business  in  1879,  and  on  the 
father's  retirement  in  1886  succeeded  him.  From 
this  year  on  until  the  time  of  his  death  the  elder 
Newell  devoted  his  time  to  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  his  real  estate  and  other  interests. 

In  his  earlier  years,  in  the  days  long  prior  to 
the  Civil  war.  when  the  slavery  question  was  one 
of  anxiety  and  thought.  Air.  Newell  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  anti-slavery  party.  He  was  active  in 
this  and  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  National  con- 
' vention  of  the  Free  Soil  party  which  nominated 
John  P.  Hale,  and  he  was  one  of  four  men  in  Cen- 
tral Falls  to  cast  a vote  for  that  candidate  in  1852; 
on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856 
he  espoused  its  principles  and  ever  after  acted  with 
it.  In  1858  he  represented  the  town  of  Smithfield 
in  the  General  .Assembly,  and  was  re-elected  each 
year  thereafter  until  1863;  and  in  1877  he  was 
again  elected  to  that  body,  this  time  from  the  town 
of  Lincoln.  Air.  Newell  was  among  the  first  to 
join  the  Volunteer  Pacific  Engine  (fire)  Company 
and  served  as  its  foreman.  From  1852  until  1895, 
when  he  resigned  from  the  position,  he  was  a di- 
rector of  the  People’s  Bank  and  its  successor,  the 
First  National  Bank.  He  was  for  years  president 
of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company. 

.Mr.  Newell  was  a man  of  strict  integrity,  one 
who  would  never  knowingly  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement or  scheme  that  he  thought  would  in  any 
way  reilect  on  him  or  injure  any  one  in  the  least. 
He  was  most  careful  and  conscientious  on  this 
])oint.  He  was  a strong  temperance  man,  himself 
always  a total  abstainer.  He  was  somewhat  stern 
in  outward  appearance,  hut  to  those  who  knew  him 
best  he  had  an  affectionate  disposition.  He  was 
most  kind  in  his  family.  He  was  generous  and  a 
liberal  contributor  to  all  good  causes. 

The  children  horn  to  William  and  Emeline 
(Fuller)  Newell  were;  Oscar  .A.,  horn  May  i, 
1845;  Charles,  born  (jet.  23,  1847,  who  died  in  in- 
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fancy:  Frank  A.,  born  Oct.  7,  1850;  Fred  E.,  born 
Dec.  21,  1852:  and  George  H.,  born  Feb.  27,  1855, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Mr.  New- 
ell died  at  his  home  in  Central  Falls,  April  12,  1896, 
survived  by  his  widow  and  three  sons.  Mrs.  New- 
ell died  Jan.  16,  1907,  aged  eighty-three  years. 

(VIII)  Oscar  Alonzo  Newell,  eldest  son  of 
William  and  Emeline  (Fuller)  Newell,  was  born 
jMay  I,  1845,  Cumberland,  on  the  same  farm 
which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for 
so  many  years,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place  accpiired  his  elementary  education,  which 
was  furthered  in  the  business  college  of  Bryant  & 
Stratton  at  Providence,  R.  I.  From  tins  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1865.  In  the  year  following  he 
became  a business  associate  and  partner  of  his 
father  in  his  brass  foundry.  Owing  to  declining 
health  in  1879  he  withdrew  from  the  business, 
which  seemingly  did  not  agree  with  him,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  manufacturing  business  with 
Messrs.  Daggett  & Coombs,  at  Providence,  the 
firm  a year  later  becoming  Daggett  & Newell,  when 
in  1880  Mr.  Newell  succeeded  to  the  interest  of 
]\Ir.  Coombs.  In  1882  Mr.  Newell  withdrew  from 
the  firm,  and  later  became  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hosiery,  establishing  that  business  at 
Central  Falls.  This  business  in  1891  became  in- 
corporated. taking  the  name  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hosiery  Company,  the  plant  being  located  at  Cen- 
tral Falls.  The  business  was  continued  until  1898, 
Mr.  New'ell  acting  as  treasurer  and  general  mana- 
ger from  the  time  of  its  incorporation. 

Like  his  father  before  bim  Mr.  Newell  has  a 
taste  for  politics,  and  has  been  active  and  influential 
in  partv  affairs.  He  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
regardless  of  party  has  been  often  elected  to  various 
offices  and  trusts  by  his  fellow-citizens.  For  four 
consecutive  years  until  he  declined  a renomination 
he  represented  the  town  of  Lincoln  in  the  State  As- 
semblv,  serving  for  two  years  as  chairman  of  a 
special  committee  appointed  by  the  Lower  House 
to  investigate  the  fisheries  of  the  State.  Later  he 
served  four  terms  as  a representative  from  Central 
Falls,  again  refusing  a renomination.  iMr.  Newell, 
during  the  last  year  of  the  first  term  of  his  ser- 
vice in  the  House,  was  one  of  the  few  Republicans, 
and  the  only  one  who  secured  the  chairmanship  of 
a joint  committee  of  the  House  and  Senate — that 
on  Accounts  and  Claims.  He  was  acting  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Education  that  same  year.  Mr. 
Newell  was  for  six  years  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Wardens  in  Central  Falls,  and  he  was  for 
three  years  a member  of  the  school  committee. 
During  all  of  the  last  term  of  his  service  in  the 
General  Assembly  he  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  State  Charities  and  Corrections  and  was 
a member  of  tbe  committee  on  Education.  He  has 
been  a candidate  for  office  seventeen  times,  and 
has  never  been  defeated.  Mr.  Newell  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  became  a member  of  Pacific  En- 
gine Company,  and  continued  an  active  member  of 


the  same  as  long  as  it  continued  a volunteer  depart- 
ment, and  is  now  a member  of  tbe  Veteran  Fire- 
men’s Association. 

Mr.  Newell  was  a director  of  tbe  Rhode  Island 
Electrical  Works,  of  Pawtucket,  director  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Plymouth  Mining  Company  (which  he 
personally  supervised  in  Missouri  for  six  years), 
and  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Pawtucket 
Spinning  Ring  Company.  He  was  also  half  owner 
of  the  Pawtucket  Braided  Line  Company,  which 
he  established  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Alphonso  G.  Hazard.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  4,  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias, since  1874.  In  June,  1906,  Mr.  Newell  sev- 
ered his  connection  with  the  last  of  his  business 
enterprises  and  has  retired  from  active  business. 

Gn  Sept.  26,  1868,  Mr.  Newell  was  married  to 
Sarah  A.  Hall,  of  Providence,  daughter  of  Stephen 
H.  Hall.  She  died  in  August,  1885,  and  he  married 
(second)  in  April,  1889,  Ella  V.  Hazard,  of  Central 
Falls,  daughter  of  Potter  G.  and  Lydia  A.  (Hill) 
Hazard.  Two  children  were  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, namely:  Edwin  H.,  born  in  January,  1872, 
who  is  employed  by  the  E.  Jenckes  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Pawtucket,  being  located  at  Philadel- 
phia; and  William  G.,  born  in  January,  1878,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  mining  business. 

(VHI)  Frank  Allen  Newell,  third  son  of 
Hon.  William  and  Emeline  (Euller)  Newell,  was 
born  at  the  family  homestead  on  High  street.  Cen- 
tral Falls,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  R.  L,  Oct.  7, 
1850.  On  May  8.  1881,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  ]\Iiss  Anna  Eliza  Matteson,  daughter  of  David 
and  Eliza  (Taylor)  Matteson,  of  Pawtucket.  They 
have  had  no  children. 

(VHI)  Fred  Eugene  Newell,  the  fourth  son 
of  the  Hon.  William  and  Emeline  (Fuller)  Newell, 
was  born  in  Smithfield,  now  Central  Falls,  R.  L, 
Dec.  21,  1852.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  was  a pupil  at  the  East  Greenwich 
(R.  I.)  Academy,  where  he  pursued  the  English 
course,  and-  finally  took  a course  in  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College  at  Providence,  R.  1. 
After  working  for  his  father  until  early  in  1879 
he  decided  to  try  the  West,  and  went  out  to  Lead- 
ville,  Colo.,  where  he  remained  about  a year,  en- 
gaged in  gold  mining.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
East,  late  in  1879,  he  became  a partner  in  his 
father’s  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  William 
Newell  & Co.  They  molded  anything  in  brass, 
making  a specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  chande- 
liers, gas  fittings,  and  plumbers’  supplies.  On  the 
retirement  of  his  father,  in  1886,  Mr.  Newell  be- 
came sole  owner  of  the  establishment,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted,  employing  ordinarily 
between  fifteen  and  twenty  men,  and  he  has  en- 
larged the  business  considerably,  adding  a machine 
shop  and  a general  molding  and  finishing  depart- 
ment, devoting  special  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  gas  fittings. 

Mr.  Newell  takes  interest  in  many  things  out- 
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side  of  his  business,  is  active  in  fraternal  and  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  is  well  known  in  social  and  political 
org-anizations  throughout  this  section.  He  was  for 
a number  of  years  a member  of  the  volunteer  fire 
department,  belonging  to  the  Pacific  Engine  Com- 
pany, and  upon  its  dissolution  was  the  first  man  to 
join  the  paid  department ; he  has  been  connected 
with  the  department  for  over  thirty  years,  and  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Central  Falls  Veteran 
Firemen’s  Association,  of  which  he  is  president. 
He  is  a member  of  Oriental  Lodge,  Xo.  9,  K.  of 
P.,  and  for  years  was  captain  of  the.  Uniform 
Rank ; was  a member  of  Ironside  Council,  O.  U. 
A.  IM.,  which  is  now  disbanded,  and  served  as  coun- 
cillor of  same;  is  a member  and  past  sachem  of 
Pochasset  Lodge,  I.  O.  R.  IM.,  of  Central  Falls ; 
belonged  to  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  now  dis- 
banded; and  holds  membership  in  several  Masonic 
bodies — Barney  Merry  Lodge,  No.  29,  A.  F.  & A. 
M. ; Pawtucket  Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  ]M. ; Paw- 
tucket Council,  No.  2,  R.  & S.  M. ; Holy  Sepulchre 
Commander}',  No.  8,  K.  T. ; and  Palestine  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  ]M.  S.,  Providence.  He  took  particular 
interest  and  did  conspicuous  work  in  the  Order  of 
F’nited  American  Mechanics,  as  he  is  thoroughly 
American  and  very  patriotic.  He  was  elected  chief 
marshal  of  the  order,  and  has  managed  the  parades 
in  the  State  with  great  success.. 

Mr.  Newell  was  for  several  years  a member  of 
the  State  INIilitia ; was  for  four  years  in  the  Paw- 
tucket Light  Guard ; belonged  one  year  to  the  Un- 
ion Guards;  was  for  six  years  in  the  United  Train 
of  Artillerv  of  Providence,  in  which  he  became  ser- 
geant ; and  while  in  school  was  a member  of  the 
East  Greenwich  Seminary  Guards.  He  was  colonel 
of  the  Central  Falls  Blaine  and  Logan  Guards  in 
1884  and  was  colonel  of  the  Harrison  and  Morton 
Guards  in  1888,  during  the  latter  campaign  having 
command  of  seven  companies,  with  a total  of  353 
men.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  i\Ir.  Newell 
is  a stanch  Republican.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  public  affairs,  served  his  native  town  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  one  term,  and  in 
1904  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly,  in  which 
he  is  still  serving,  having  been  honored  with  re- 
election  in  1905.  He  is  chairman  of  the  State  Prop- 
erties committee.  His  influence  is  always  exerted 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  welfare,  and  he  is  a 
reliable  as  well  as  a popular  member  of  the  State 
Legislature. 

On  Nov.  7,  1880,  Mr.  Newell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Gertrude  Mary  Hibbard, 
daughter  of  Wallace  W.  Hibbard.  She  was  born 
in  Windham.  Conn.,  but  became  a resident  of  Cen- 
tral Falls.  To  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Newell  have  been 
born  eight  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  Edith  May, 
married  Arthur  C.  Smith,  of  Berkeley,  R.  I.,  and 
has  one  child.  Norman  Smith.  George  W..  Harry 
and  Frank  O.  died  in  infancy.  Charles  Eugene 
(now  aged  twenty-one  years).  Grace  Easton.  Ruth 
and  Lena  Irene  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 


CALDER.  The  name  of  Calder  has  long  been 
known  in  Rhode  Island,  and  its  record  is  traced 
back  to 

(I)  Alexander  Calder,  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scot- 
land, in  1660.  He  died  there  in  1715.  In  1682  he 
married  Barbara  Shane,  daughter  of  the  Laird  of 
Shane,  and  about  1683  he  succeeded  to  the  family 
estate  of  Asswantie.  Their  children  were:  Alex- 
ander, born  in  1683;  William,  1690;  and  Robert, 
1692. 

(H)  William  Calder,  son  of  Alexander,  born  at 
Aberdeen,  Scotland,  in  1690,  died  in  1768,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  been  lost  at  sea.  He  came  to 
Boston  prior  to  1732,  where  he  became  a brewer. 
In  1749  he  married  Elizabeth  Brooks,  born  at  Bos- 
ton in  1729.  In  1760  or  1761  he  went  to  Scotland, 
and  on  the  return  to  America  was  lost  at  sea.  His 
children  were:  George  Shane,  born  in  October, 
1750;  William,  November.  1753;  James,  February, 
1755;  Elizabeth,  September,  1756,  and  Mary, 
March,  1759. 

(HI)  James  Calder,  son  of  William,  appears 
with  the  rank  of  private  on  the  Lexington  Alarm 
Roll,  of  Captain  Lieutenant  Hopestill  Hall’s  Com- 
pany, the  2nd  Dorchester,  which  marched  on  the 
alarm  of  April  19,  1775,  from  Dorchester,  served 
three  days  (Vol.  12.  p.  145)  ; appears  with  rank  of 
private  on  muster  roll  of  Capt.  John  Baker’s  Co., 
Col.  Samuel  Garnish’s  regiment,  dated  Aug.  i, 
1775,  enlisted  May  ii,  1775,  time  of  service  two 
months,  twenty-one  days,  belonging  to  the  town  of 
Milton,  eight  months’  service  (Vol.  14,  p.  16)  ; 
appears  with  the  rank  of  private  on  Pay  Abstract 
of  Capt.  John  Baker,  Jr..  loth  Co.,  Lt.-Col.  Loami 
Baldwin’s  Regiment,  for  service  during  the  month 
of  August.  1775  (Vol.  58,  file  13,  p.  3)  ; and  also 
appears  with  the  rank  of  private  on  a Pay  Abstract 
of  Capt.  Joseph  Pettingill’s  lotli  Co.,  Col.  Bald- 
win’s 38th  Reg.,  for  service  in  September,  1775 
(AMI.  58.  file  14,  p.  TO,  Archives  of  Massachusetts) . 
He  was  born  at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was  a paper- 
maker  by  occupation,  dying  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
Nov.  22,  1843.  He  was  married  Aug.  13.  1778. 
to  Agnes  Boies,  born  March  7,  1759,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mehitable  (Sheafe)  Boies,  of  Boston, 
Mass.;  she  died  at  Providence,  March  13,  1840. 
He  served  his  time  in  the  Milton  Paper  works,  and 
in  T780  came  to  Providence  to  superintend  the 
huilding  of  a paper  mill  at  the  place  now  occupied 
by  Philip  Allen’s  Machinery  mill.  He  made  the 
molds  and  the  first  sheet  of  paper  made  in  Rhode 
Island.  In  1811  he  went  to  New  Bedford,  and  en- 
.gaged  in  business  with  a Mr.  Wing  and  a Mr.  Ta- 
ber. and  in  1813  retired  from  that  business,  the  fol- 
lowing year  returning  to  Providence.  From  1815 
to  t8t9  he  resided  in  Olneyville,  being  part  of  the 
time  a miller  and  the  rest  of  the  time  engaged  in  a 
grocery  business.  His  children  were:  Sally,  born 
Feb.  t6,  t77():  Nanev.  July  2s,  1780;  James  Boies, 
Jan.  25,  1783;  Mehitable,  Jan.  9,  1785;  Fanny, 
Sept.  9,  1786;  John,  Jan.  23,  1790;  William, 
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July  18,  1792;  and  Charlotte,  Jan.  10,  1795. 

( IV)  Vhlliam  Calder,  son  of  James,  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  July  18,  1792,  and  died  there 
Dec.  5,  1856.  He  was  married  Sept.  23,  1818,  to 
Eliza  Treadwell  Spencer,  daug-hter  of  Lawton 
Spencer  and  Martha  Niles.  Mrs.  Calder  was  born 
at  East  Greenwich,  July  24,  1795,  and  died  Dec. 
12,  1872.  William  Calder  was  educated  in  Provi- 
dence, and  learned  the  trade  of  pewterer  with  Sam- 
uel Hamlin,  of  that  city.  He  then  went  to  Phila- 
delphia for  a year,  and  on  returning  to  Providence 
went  into  business  for  himself  in  a building  which 
stood  on  the  present  site  of  St.  John’s  parish  house, 
on  North  Main  street.  He  later  removed  to  where 
the  Wayland  building  now  stands,  also  on  North 
Main  street.  In  1825  he  purchased  a house  on  the 
same  street,  having  lus  store  on  the  first  floor,  he 
making  his  home  on  the  floor  above,  and  here  he 
continued  to  reside  iTntil  his  death  in  1856.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  First  Universalist 
Church  of  Providence.  He  was  a great  reader, 
well-informed,  and  in  a quiet  way  was  quite  a con- 
vincing arguer.  He  was  captain  of  a local  fire  com- 
pany. 

William  Calder  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children  : William  Henry,  born  June 
18,  1819;  Edwin  Algernon,  born  Dec.  i,  1820,  died 
Dec.  12,  1824;  Joseph  Niles,  born  Sept.  14,  1822, 
died  July  2,  1855 ; Andrew  Anderson,  born  Dec. 
24,  1823;  Albert  Lawton,  born  Sept.  6,  1825;  Eliza 
Frances,  born  Dec.  i,  1827,  married  J.  M.  \Mse ; 
George  Beckford,  born  April  14,  1830 ; Anna  So- 
phia, born  Oct.  3,  1832:  Gideon  Spencer,  born  Jan. 
5,  1835 : Eleanor  S.,  born  Feb.  28,  1837 ; and  Ed- 
ward Algernon,  born  July  t,  1839,  married  \dr- 
ginia  Tobey,  and  died  May  28,  1892. 

(V)  William  Henry  Calder,  son  of  William, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa..  June  18,  1819,  and 
died  in  December,  1902.  He  married  Dec.  3,  1856, 
Isabel  F'rances  Staples,  daughter  of  Samuel  Staples, 
of  Providence.  She  was  born  Oct.  27,  1836.  and 
died  May  22,  1897.  Mr.  Calder  was  a shoe  dealer, 
and  he  and  his  wife  had  these  children : George 
Beckford,  born  July  22,  1859;  and  iMary  L,  born 
May  13,  1869,  died  July  23.  1885. 

(V)  Andrew  Anderson  Calder,  born  Dec.  24, 
1823,  married  Dec.  5.  i860,  Emily  Morse.  lx)rn 
Aug.  5,  1839,  daughter  of  Asa  Morse,  of  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children : Grace  Binney.  born  Oct.  5.  1861  ; and 
Howard  Emerson,  who  died  Dec.  29.  1872. 

(V)  .Albert  Lawton  Calder,  son  of  William 
and  Eliza  (Spencer)  Calder,  was  born  Sept.  6. 
1825,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  A member  of  a large 
family  of  children,  he  was  reared  in  his  native 
place,  and  was  early  put  to  work,  acquiring  those 
habits  of  industry  and  strict  attention  to  business 
which  characterized  him  throughout  life.  .A.fter  a 
temporarv  emplovment,  he  entered  the  old  drug 
store  of  Joseph  Balch,  remaining  there  from  1842 
to  1848.  He  then  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was 


for  about  two  years  engaged  with  Seth  W.  Fowle, 
a wholesale  druggist.  Leaving  Boston,  he  spent  a 
short  time  in  Lowell,  iMass.,  and  in  1850  returned 
to  Providence,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He 
engaged  in  the  apothecary  business  with  his 
brother,  George  B.  Calder,  this  arrangement  con- 
tinued from  February,  1851,  until  June,  1853.  In 
the  latter  year  the  store  which  stood  on  Westmin- 
ster street,  where  is  now  Dorrance  street,  was 
burned  out  in  a disastrous  conflagration.  Mr.  Cal- 
der at  once  bought  the  lease  of  the  lot  on  West- 
minster street  where  the  new  part  of  the  Journal 
office  is  now  located,  erected  a building  for  his  bus- 
iness purposes,  and  continued  there  until  he  sold 
out  in  1885,  to  retire  from  the  apothecary  business, 
in  order  to  give  his  special  attention  to  the  manu- 
facture of  Calder’s  Dentine,  a proprietary  article 
which  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  country.  It  is  said  that  when  he  gave  up  the 
retail  business  he  was  the  last  of  the  merchants  on 
Westminster  street  who  had  been  there  when  he 
started  in  1851.  There  was  no  store  more  familiar 
to  the  people  of  Providence,  nor  any  pharmacist 
held  in  higher  esteem. 

Mr.  Calder  early  in  life  took  an  active  interest 
in  politics  and  public  affairs,  though  he  was  no 
office  seeker  and  had  no  personal  ambitions  for  dis- 
tinction. He  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  was  for 
many  years  a member  of  the  Republican  City  Com- 
mittee. During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was 
very  active  in  promoting  enlistments,  in  providing 
for  the  families  of  absent  soldiers,  in  the  raising  and 
distribution  of  bounties,  and  in  various  ways  help- 
ing along  the  cause  which  he  had  very  much  at 
heart.  He  was  a member  of  the  common  council 
from  1862  to  1870,  and  was  especially  interested  in 
educational  matters.  In  the  General  xA.ssembly  he 
served  as  representative  in  1891-2.  He  originated 
and  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  State 
Board  of  Pharmacy  from  1870  to  1885,  when  he 
declined  a further  re-appoiutment.  He  had  for 
many  years  been  a trustee  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital ; was  for  some  years  treasurer  of  the  Prov- 
idence Franklin  Society,  and  was  also  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the  Provi- 
dence Board  of  Trade  He  was  a member  of  the 
Westminster  Congregational  Society  and  deeply 
interested  in  the  Unitarian  denomination.  He 
served  for  two  years  as  president  of  the  Unitarian 
Club  of  Providence,  and  for  several  years  was  a 
member  and  director  of  the  American  Unitarian 
Association.  He  was  a director  of  the  Industrial 
Trust  Company  from  its  organization  in  1887  until 
his  decease,  and  was  for  some  years  the  vice-pres- 
ident and  a member  of  the  executive  committee, 
until  failing  health  compelled  his  resignation. 
In  all  these  associations  Mr.  Calder  rendered  valu- 
able service.  He  was  univer.sally  respected  for  his 
sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 

iMr.  Calder  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be- 
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ing  ^lartha  Ann  Howland,  a descendant  of  John 
Howland,  who  came  to  America  in  the  “Mayflower'’ 
in  1620.  She  died  Feb.  13,  1887,  the  mother  of 
these  children:  A son,  born  Jan.  14,  1855.  who 
died  in  infancy ; Fanny  Howland,  deceased ; Albert 
L..  born  April  20,  i8(')0,  deceased;  Helen,  deceased; 
INlary  Eliza,  who  married  R.  A.  Robertson;  INIar- 
garet  Putnam,  who  married  John  G.  Aldrich; 
Charles  Albert,  horn  Aug.  13,  1867;  and  Augustus 
W'.,  born  Sept.  28,  1869.  Mr.  Calder  married  (sec- 
ond) Ellen  O'Connor,  of  Washington.  D.  C.  Mr. 
Calder's  death  occurred  May  24,  1899. 

(\'I)  (Mary  Eliza  Calder  married  R.  A.  Robert- 
son, and  to  them  were  born  two  children : Helen 
Calder  and  Nancy  Gould  (deceased). 

(\’I)  ^Margaret  Putnam  Calder,  daughter  of 
Albert  Lawton  Calder,  married  John  Gladding  Aid- 
rich.  and  has  three  children:  John  Gladding,  Jr., 
born  Oct.  13,  1896;  Albert  Calder,  born  in  1899, 
died  in  1903;  Putnam  Calder.  born  July  14,  1904; 
and  David,  born  Nov.  4,  1907. 

(\’I)  Charles  Albert  Calder,  son  of  Albert  L., 
graduated  from  IMowry  and  Goff's  English  and 
Classical  Institute.  In  1890  he  became  interested 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  Calder's  Den- 
tine, and  upon  his  father's  death  succeeded  him  in 
that  business.  He  married  Alice  Dyke  Page, 
daughter  of  Frederick  A.  Page. 

(\’I)  .Augustus  W.  Calder,  son  of  Albert  L. 
Calder,  was  born  Sept.  28,  1869.  He  attended  priv- 
ate schools,  Mowry  and  Goff's  English  & Classical 
Institute,  and  graduated  from  Brown  Lniversity  in 
1891  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  a member  of  the 
Psi  Upsilon  fraternity.  In  1895  graduated  from 
the  Harvard  Medical  school  with  the  degree  of  M. 
D.,  and  then  studied  in  Vienna,  Berlin,  Paris  and 
Dresden  for  a year  and  a half.  In  the  spring  of 
i8<.;8  he  began  ])ractice  in  Providence,  making  a 
specialty  of  nervous  diseases.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  the  Providence 
Medical  Association,  and  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  major  surgeon  of  the  cavalry,  Rhode 
Island  Militia;  was  on  the  hos])ital  corps  for  five 
years,  and  post  surgeon  during  the  formation  of  the 
regiment  for  the  Spanish-American  war.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  .\.s.sociation  of  Military  Surgeons  of 
the  Lnited  States,  and  of  the  ^Military  Service  In- 
stitute ; the  Hoi)e  Club;  Agawam  Hunt  Club;  Wan- 
namoisett  Club ; Rumford  Polo  Club ; Narragansett 
Boat  Club;  University  Club,  and  the  Young  Men's 
Republican  Clul).  Dn  April  17.  1906,  Dr.  Calder 
married  Sarah  Senter  Allen,  daughter  of  Craw- 
ford Allen,  and  they  have  a .son,  Augustus  Wood- 
bury. Jr.,  born  Dec.  30,  1907. 

(\')  George  Beckeord  Cai.der,  born  April  14, 
1830,  in  Providence,  married  Nov.  28,  1855,  Cath- 
erine C.  Curry,  daughter  of  .\aron  B.  Curry.  She 
was  Ixjrn  in  Providence,  Nov.  8,  1831.  and  died  Oct. 
3,  i8</).  the  mother  of  children  as  follows:  William 
Curry,  born  Nov.  10,  1856,  married  Nov.  30,  1885, 
Ida  B.  Thomas,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary 


Thomas,  of  Providence,  and  has  one  child,  Chester 
Thomas,  horn  Dec.  29,  1889;  Elisabeth  Miller,  born 
July  7,  1861,  married  Nov.  28,  1888,  F'rank  Wen- 
dell Prav,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  has  children : 
Catherine  Calder  (born  Sept.  26,*  1890)  and  Thorn- 
ton Calder  (Oct.  24,  1893);  Albert  Lawton  (2d), 
born  Nov.  18,  1862,  married  Feb.  2,  1892,  Harriet 
Ann  Blanchard,  who  died  Feb.  15,  1900,  and  mar- 
ried (second)  Helen  \a  (Gladding)  Canfield;  and 
Dorcas  Greene,  was  born  July  6,  1864. 

George  Beckford  Calder  attended  the  old  brick 
school  on  Meeting  street,  the  school  on  Benefit 
street,  and  the  high  school.  He  went  with  Chapin 
& Thurher,  apothecaries,  in  1846,  and  in  1851  with 
A.  L.  Calder.  Two  years  later,  with  Robert  B. 
Chambers,  he  purchased  the  store  of  Mr.  A.  F. 
Adie,  wholesale  druggist,  and  in  1870  William  H. 
Ballou  became  a partner  and  continued  as  such  until 
1890.  W’illiam  C.,  his  son,  and  William  S.  Cham- 
bers became  partners  of  the  business  in  the  latter 
year,  and  continued  to  operate  thus  until  November, 
1899. 

Mr.  Calder  was  a member  of  Westminster  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  has  been  greatly  inter- 
ested in  political  matters,  and  was  a member  of  the 
school  committee  for  some  years.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  having 
joined  that  organization  nearly  fifty  years  ago  He 
is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  forty  years 
has  been  a director  of  the  Weybosset  National 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  for  fifteen  years  president, 
and  is  also  a trustee  of  the  Mechanics'  Savings 
Bank. 

(VI)  Albert  Lawton  Calder,  2d,  son  of 
George  Beckford  Calder,  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Nov.  18,  1862.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Bridgham  Street  Grammar  school  and  the  high 
school.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  cotton  brokerage  firm  of  L.  IM.  Wilcox,  Calder 
& Company.  He  is  a 32d  degree  mason  and  is  con- 
nected with  Adelphoi  Lodge,  Scituate  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  St.  John’s  Commandery  and  Palestine 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Art  Club ; Providence  Central  Club ; Rumford 
Polo  Club;  Wannamoisett  Golf  Club;  Commercial 
Club ; Unitarian  Club ; Economic  Club ; the  Yeung 
Men’s  Republican  Club;  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution ; and  The  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety. ?vir.  Calder  is  president  of  the  Howlan'd  & 
Wheaton  Company,  manufacturers  of  handkerchiefs 
at  W’arren,  R.  I.,  is  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  is  in  other  ways  prominently  connected 
with  the  business  life  of  his  city  and  State. 

SE.A,GR.\\"E  (Providence  families).  Since  the 
early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Sea- 
graves  have  been  a continuous  family  in  and  about 
tlie  old  town  of  F^xbridgc,  Mass.,  and  since  early 
in  the  nineteenth  century  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
and  vicinity,  where  they  have  largely  been  farm- 
ers and  in  later  generations  manufacturers  and 
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merchants.  The  old  stock  at  Uxbridge  were  pa- 
triots. espousing  with  great  zeal  and  earnestness 
the  cause  of  the  Colonies  before  and  during  the 
Revolution,  and  one  of  the  name,  an  officer.  Capt. 
Edward  Seagrave.  won  distinction  on  the  field  of 
battle.  Several  of  thi.s  same  stock,  the  Providence 
(R.  T.)  branch  of  the  family,  have  l:)een  for  several 
generations  among  the  substantial  men  and  women 
of  the  Rhode  Island  capital  and  vicinity,  the  men 
being  extensive  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the 
late  Josiah  and  Lois  (Taft)  Seagrave.  Such  men 
as  the  late  Jacob  Taft  Seagrave.  senior  and  junior; 
the  late  Edward  and  sons  Caleb  and  George  Ed- 
ward : and  the  late  George  Augustus  Seagrave  and 
sons  Erank  Evans  and  Clifford  P..  among  others 
figured  largely  in  the  lousiness  affairs  of  Rhode 
Island  of  their  time. 

The  family  comes  from  P>arton  Seagrave.  near 
Kettering,  Northamptonshire,  England.  There  fol- 
lows in  regular  order  from  the  immigrant  settlers 
the  genealogy  and  family  history  of  this  Providence 
branch  of  the  Seagrave  family. 

(I)  John  Seagrave  and  his  wife  Sarah  sailed 
from  England  to  America  about  1725-30,  with  their 
children.  The  father  died  on  the  passage.  The 
widow  and  children  landed  safely  in  Poston.  The 
children  were:  Edward,  horn  about  1722:  John, 
horn  about  1724;  Sarah,  born  about *1728:  and 
IMary,  probably  born  in  Poston,  about  173 1-32. 

(II)  Capt.  Edward  Seagrave.  born  about 
T722,  in  England,  came  to  New  England  with 
the  family.  He  settled  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  occupied  in  farming.  He  married  Jan.  6, 
T757.  Lois,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Judith  White, 
of  Uxbridge.  M’hen  the  trouble  arose  between  the 
■Colonies  and  the  mother  country  Air.  Seagrave  be- 
came a zealous  patriot,  and.  entering  the  army, 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Revolution.  On  the 
Lexington  Alarm  he  marched  with  the  company 
from  I’^xbridge  as  first  lieutenant  under  Capt. 
Samuel  Read,  and  continued  in  the  service.  On 
Sept.  25,  1775.  he  was  commissioned  a captain 
in  the  20th  Regiment  of  Afassachusetts  Foot,  an 
eight  months’  regiment.  He  was  subsequently 
commissioned  captain  of  the  9th  Company,  3d 
Worcester  Regiment,  and  was  again  commissioned 
captain  of  the  same  company  and  regiment  Jan. 
20,  1778:  and  on  July  12,  1778,  he  was  again 
commissioned  captain — this  time  of  a company  in 
Colonel  Wade’s  regiment,  performing  service  lat- 
terly in  Rhode  Island.  For  conspicuous  gallantry 
displayed  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  where,  at 
the  head  of  his  company,  he  led  a charge  that  re' 
suited  in  liberating  some  of  the  captured  Colonial 
troops,  it  is  said  he  was  tendered  a colonel’s  com- 
mission, hut  his  modesty  forbade  its  acceptance. 

Captain  Seagrave  died  Alay  18-20,  1793.  His 
widow,  Lois,  passed  away  Jan.  7-8.  t8o6.  Their 
children  were : John,  born  Nov.  6.  1757;  Lois, 
born  Nov.  5,  1759:  Joseph,  born  Dec.  26,  1761; 
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Alary,  horn  April  i,  1764;  Bezaleel,  born  Dec.  14, 
1766;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  31,  1768;  Caleb,  born 

Alarch  14,  1771:  Josiah,  born  Oct.  14,  (or  4), 
1773;  Edward,  bom  Nov.  9,  1776;  Olive,  born 
April  17,  1779;  Samuel,  born  Feb.  3,  1782. 

(HI)  Josiah  Seagrave,  born  Oct.  4 (or  14), 
^773>  Uxbridge,  Alass.,  became  occupied  in 
farming  in  his  native  town.  He  married  (first) 
Dec.  15.  1798,  Lois  Taft,  of  Uxbridge,  born  Aug. 
27,  1780.  She  died  April  27,  1854,  and  Aug.  3Tst 
of  that  year  he  married  (second)  Alary  Earned, 
of  Oxford,  Alass.  Air.  Seagrave  died  March  20, 
1855,  and  his  widow  passed  away  July  2,  1878,  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  The  children  born  to  the  first 
marriage  were:  Alary  Ann,  born  Nov.  17,  1799; 
Jacob  Taft.  April  8,  1802;  Henrietta  Frost,  Dec. 
I,  1803;  Waity  Grant,  Sept.  23,  1805;  Edward. 
Sept.  3,  1807;  Lois  Taft,  April  13,  1809:  Josiah, 
Alay  24  (or  14),  t8it:  Alalvina,  April  8,  1813; 
Caleb,  Feb.  8,  1815:  Esborn,  Dec.  i8,  1818;  and 
George  Augustus,  Jan.  6,  1823. 

(IV)  Jacob  Taft  Seagrave.  son  of  Josiah  and 
Lois  (Taft),  born  April  8,  1802,  in  Uxbridge. 
Alass.,  married  April  20,  1828,  Alary  P)rackett. 
To  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  Alary 
Jane,  born  Alarch  29,  1833,  who  married  Sept.  8, 
1854,  Sylvanus  Al.  Lewis,  of  Providence:  and  Ja- 
cob Taft,  born  Alay  i (or  ii).  1837.  Air.  Sea- 
grave removed  to  Rhode  Island,  locating  at  Provi- 
dence, where  he  and  one  or  more  of  his  brothers 
were  occupied  in  conducting  for  many  years  a 
wholesale  grocery  house  and  also  were  extensively 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  woolen  goods  at 
Graniteville,  Purrillville,  R.  I.  He  was  a success- 
ful business  man,  and  when  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness was  ])ossessed  of  a comfortable  fortune.  His 
death  occurred  at  his  home  on  North  Alain  street, 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Sept.  24.  1870. 

(IV)  Edward  Seagrave,  son  of  Josiah  and 
Lois  (Taft),  l)orn  Sept.  3,  1807,  in  Uxbridge, 
Alass.,  married  Jan.  24,  1830,  Hannah,  daughter  of 
John  Fowler,  of  Uxbridge.  Air.  Seagrave  was  a 
merchant  and  woolen  manufacturer,  a resident  of 
Uxbridge,  Alass.,  Woonsocket  and  Providence,  R. 
I.,  P)rooklyn.  N.  A^.,  and  after  1870,  of  P)ristol,  R. 
1.  His  children  were:  Caleb,  born  Sept.  3,  1831  ; 
Zelis  Harris,  born  Sept.  19,  1833:  and  Huldah 
Fowler,  l)orn  April  6,  1836 — all  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  1.:  and  George  Edward,  born  Sept.  4,  1838,  in 
L^xbridge.  Afassachusetts. 

Edward  .Seagrave  died  Eeb.  15,  1873,  in  Rome, 
N.  Y.,  while  traveling,  and  Airs.  Seagrave  died  in 
Bristol,  R.  I..  Alav  2,  1890. 

(IV)  Josiah  Seagrave  (2),  son  of  Josiah  and 
Lois  (Taft),  lx)rn  Alay  14  (or  24),  1811,  married 
Sepb  8.  1834.  Phebe  Brackett,  and  one  daughter 
blessed  the  marriage.  Air.  .Seagrave  was  occupied 
in  manufacturing.  He  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
and  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  July  2T,  t86i.  His 
widow,  Phebe.  passed  away  April  7,  1865. 

(\^)  Jacob  Taft  .Seagrave  (2),  son  of  Jacob 
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Taft  and  I\larv  (Brackett),  born  ?ilay  ii  (or  t), 
1837.  in  I'rovidcnce,  R.  I.,  married  May  6,  1866. 
Flora  E.  Thorne,  born  jnly  24,  1847.  in  Buffalo. 
X.  Y..  and  they  were  residents  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
Their  children  were:  M’alter  Thorne,  born  Feb. 
IT.  1867:  and  [Marshall  Church,  born  Feb.  23, 
1872. 

(\’)  Caleb  Seagrave,  son  of  Edward  and  Han- 
nah (Fowler),  liorn  Sept.  3,  1831,  married  Sept. 
7.  1852.  Helen  Dailey  Bncklin,  daughter  of  James 
C.  and  Lucy  ( Dailey)  Bucklin,  of  Providence.  She 
survives  him  and  resides  in  Providence.  [Mr.  Sea- 
grave  for  a number  of  years  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Evans.  Seagrave  & Co.,  whose  factories 
were  at  Blackstone,  [Mass.,  and  office  at  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Seagrave  was  a great  traveler  and  collector 
of  art.  He  was  a deep  reader  and  he  spent  many 
years  abroad.  His  private  librarv  was  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  State.  He  was  a stanch  Republican, 
but  cared  little  or  nothing  for  politics,  preferring 
the  quiet  of  private  life.  He  attended  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  his  wife  being  a member  of  St. 
Stephen’s  Epi.scopal  Church,  and  when  that  church 
was  built  he  placed  a memorial  window  for  his 
children.  He  was  for  many  years  a director  and 
later  president  of  the  old  Manufacturers’  National 
Bank,  and  a director  in  several  insurance  com- 
panies. He  was  a member  of  the  Hope  Club  from 
its  organization.  His  children,  all  born  in  Provi- 
dence. were:  Helen  Louise,  born  Aug.  i.  1853, 
died  April  7.  1858:  Howard  Okie,  born  Oct.  9, 
1855,  died  Dec.  12,  1856:  Edward  Evans,  born 
-Vug.  17.  1858,  is  a priest  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Providence:  Loraine,  born  Eeb.  22,  1861, 
died  Oct.  3.  1866:  Eleanor  Oakley,  born  Dec. 
4.  1862,  died  March  24,  1863:  Isabelle  Vincent, 
born  Aug.  12,  1864,  married  Edward  Douglas 
Pearce,  of  Providence,  and  they  have  two  sons, 
Edward  Douglas  and  [Mauran  Seagrave.  Caleb 
Seagrave  died  June  21,  1896,  and  was  buried  at 
Swan  Point. 

(\')  George  Edward  Seagrave.  son  of  Ed- 
ward and  Hannah  (Eowler),  born  Sept.  4,  1838, 
in  Uxbridge.  [Mass.,  married  Jan.  26.  1870,  Flor- 
ence Eliza  Arnold,  born  Nov.  26,  1849.  daughter  of 
Cyrus  Arnold,  of  .Smithfield.  R.  T.  [Mr.  Seagrave 
was  also  a woolen  manufacturer,  engaged  with  his 
lirother  Caleb  in  the  establishment  alluded  to  above. 
The  children  of  [Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Seagrave  were: 
Leonard,  born  June  16,  1874:  and  Arnold,  born  July 
31,  1876. 

(TV)  George  .Xugu.stus  Se.xgr.we,  .son  of 
Josiah  and  I.ois  (Taft),  born  Jan.  6,  1823,  in  Ux- 
1)ridge.  Mass.,  married  June  24,  1856,  [Marv 

Greene  Evans,  born  I'eb.  23,  1835,  daughter  of 
Duty  and  TMith  (()wcn)  lA-ans,  he  a merchant  of 
I’rovidcnce.  R.  1..  and  a descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  of  Richard  TA-ans,  of  Dorchester,  Mass., 


as  earlv  as  1640,  his  lineage  being  through  Rich- 
ard (2).  David,  Edward  and  Daniel  Evans. 

The  boyhood  of  [Mr.  Seagrave  was  passed  in  a 
manner  then  customary  with  the  sons  of  the  gen- 
eral farmer,  alternating  between  work  on  the  farm 
in  saeson  and  attendance  in  the  neighborhood 
school  during  the  winters.  In  1838,  when  fifteen 
vears  of  age,  he  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  J.  T.  Sea- 
grave Co.  Here  he  remained  wdth  the  exception 
of  a few  months,  which  he  passed  in  a private 
school  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  until  1842.  The  firm 
of  J.  T.  Seagrave  included  two  or  more  of  his 
brothers,  and  in  the  year  last  named,  1842,  George 
A.  Seagrave  associated  with  him  James  S.  Phette- 
place  for  the  continuance  of  the  business,  until  that 
time  carried  on  by  J.  T.  Seagrave  & Co.,  they  pur- 
chasing the  business.  This  they  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully until  1872. 

J.  T.  Seagrave  & Co.  were  also  carrying  on  a 
manufacturing  business  at  the  same  time  they  were 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  their  location  be- 
ing at  Graniteville.  Burrillville,  R.  I.  In  1850 
[Mr.  George  A.  Seagrave  became  interested  in  the 
manufacturing  concern  just  alluded  to,  and  to  its 
management  he  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
time,  beginning  about  1856,  [Mr.  Phetteplace  giv- 
ing his  time  to  the  conduct  of  the  grocery  house. 

In  186*  [Messrs.  George  A.  Seagrave,  James 
S.  Phetteidace  and  James  L.  Pierce  bought  the 
Tales  & Jenks  cotton  mill  and  machine  shop  on 
the  Blackstone  river,  at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  which 
they  let  until  the  year  1869.  In  the  spring  of  the 
last  named  year  they  built  a ucw  mill  and  made 
other  general  improvements  about  the  place. 
Their  lease  at  Graniteville  having  expired  in  1870, 
they  then  started  the  new  mill  at  Central  Falls, 
at  which  were  manufactured  doeskins  and  fancy 
cassimeres.  This  concern  Ijecame  the  corporation 
later  known  as  The  Central  Falls  Woolen  Mill, 
of  which  Mr.  Seagrave  was  treasurer. 

[Mr.  Seagrave  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Continental  Bank  of  Providence,  which  finally  be- 
came the  Fourth  N^ational  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
a director  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  the  bank’s 
existence.  In  1854  Mr.  Seagrave  became  a di- 
rector in  the  W eybosset  Bank,  which  later  became 
the  W eybosset  XHtional  Bank,  and  for  manv  years, 
beginning  in  1867,  '^vas  its  president,  and  it  is  said 
that  few  men  of  Providence  of  his  time  had  as  good 
a knowledge  of  commercial  paper  and  the  standing 
of  the  business  men  of  the  city  as  he.-  For  many 
years  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Providence  and  occupied  positions  of  trust, 
especially  in  the  city’s  financial  institutions.  He 
\yas  an  official  in  the  Providence  Institution  for 
Savings,  and  in  some  of  the  insurance  companies 
of  the  city.  He  was  a director  in  the  X'orthern 
Bank  of  IVovidence  from  April.  1879. 

Possessing  a comprehensive  grasji  of  mind, 
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]\Ir.  Seagrave  had  a clear  perception  of  subjects, 
and  a happy  appreciation  of  the  relations  of 
things.  As  a business  man  his  was  a life  of  ability, 
energy  and  success.  If  difficulties  arose  in  his 
pathway  they  seemed  only  to  give  strength  to  his 
faculties.  When  he  reached  a conclusion  it  was 
firmly  fixed.  There  was  strength  in  his  character, 
and  although  a close,  accurate  observer  to  the 
minute  details,  exacting  and  inclining  to  be  dis- 
trustful, yet  those  who  knew  him  intimately  knew 
him  afifectionately,  to  be  high-minded,  honorable 
and  true. 

Mr.  Seagrave  possessed  a genial  disposition 
and  was  unassuming  in  manner.  He  ever  had  a 
warm  hand  in  friendly  greeting,  a heart  full  of 
noble  emotions  and  impulses;  and  to  those  who 
knew  him  best  his  friendship  was  sincere,  confiding 
and  durable.  He  was  an  upright,  conscientious 
man,  and  one  of  usefulness. 

iMr.  Seagrave’s  religious  connections  were  with 
the  First  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church  at 
Providence,  and  he  took  an  interest  in  all  benevo- 
lent work.  His  death  occurred  at  his  home  on 
Benefit  street.  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.  15,  1884, 
when  he  was  aged  sixty-one  years. 

To  Mr.  Seagrave  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary 
Greene  (Evans)  Seagrave,  were  born  children  as 
follows;  George  A.,  born  May  18,  1857,  died  that 
same  year;  George  A.  (2),  born  July  7,  1858,  died 
Jan.  9,  i860;  Frank  Evans  was  born  March  29, 
i860;  Lincoln  Taft,  born  Nov.  5,  1861,  married 
Agnes  Ploettner ; Clifford  Phetteplace,  born  Dec. 
2,  1863,  now  living  in  New  York,  married  Ma- 
thilda Stahl,  who  died  iMarch  17,  1904;  Mary  Lois, 
born  Nov.  23,  1865,  married  Louis  W.  Downes, 
of  Providence;  and  Caroline  Foster,  born  Nov.  2, 
1867,  married  Theodore  H.  Bliss. 

HON.  JAMES  POTTER  ARNOLD,  of  the 
Warwick  family  of  Arnolds,  and  long  one  of  that 
town’s  highly  esteemed  and  respected  citizens, 
widely  known  through  the  Pawtuxet  Valley,  where 
his  fifty  and  more  years  of  active  business  life  were 
passed,  was  a native  of  that  part  of  Warwick  now 
known  as  Bellefonte,  born  Aug.  6,  1820.  When  a 
young  man  he  located  in  business  at  Phenix,  in  his 
native  town,  as  an  undertaker  and  funeral  director, 
in  addition  to  which  he  carried  on  the  furniture  busi- 
ness, and  continued  so  engaged  for  nearly  sixty 
years.  He  had  previously  learned  the  business 
under  the  direction  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  late 
Isaac  B.  Aylesworth,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest 
residents  of  the  village  of  Anthony,  R.  I.  During 
the  number  of  fires  which  devastated  the  town 
through  the  latter  half  of  that  period,  Mr.  Arnold 
was  burned  out  several  times,  but  with  his  accus- 
tomed philosophic  turn  he  each  time  rallied  and 
continued  business  to  advanced  years. 

M r.  Arnold  was  a man  of  such  a make-up  that  as 
a funeral  director  he  was  popular,  seemingly  know- 
ing just  how  to  best  serve  grief-stricken  families 


gently  and  sympathetically.  He  won  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  and  filled  a useful  sphere  in  his 
community.  He,  too,  was  a man  of  considerable 
prominence.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Phenix  Savings  Bank  and  a director  in  it 
from  the  beginning.  He  was  for  five  consecutive 
terms  in  the  town  council,  and  for  a number  of 
years  represented  the  town  of  Warwick  in  the 
Lower  House  of  the  General  x\ssembly  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was 
also  at  one  time  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
Hartford,  Providence  & Fishkill  Railroad.  He 
was  the  first  member  admitted  to  Washington 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  after  its  institution  some  fifty- 
three  years  before  his  death,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
latter  event  his  term  of  membership  in  the  lodge 
was  exceeded  by  only  one  other,  the  only  surviving 
charter  member.  Mr.  Arnold  served  in  1888  as 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Phenix  Public  Library. 

iMr.  Arnold  married  Mary  Abby  Potter,  born 
April  12,  1823,  the  marriage  being  blessed  with 
children  as  follows:  A.  Herbert,  born  May  9,  1848; 
John  James,  born  Sept.  2,  1850,  now  prominent  in 
ins  profession — that  of  the  law — and  the  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Warwick  & Coventry  Water 
Company,  and  a resident  of  Phenix,  R.  I.,  and 
Flenry  Curtis  Arnold,  born  April  26,  1852,  a resi- 
dent of  Phenix,  Rhode  Island. 

A.  Herbert  Arnold,  son  of  Hon.  James  Potter 
and  iMary  Abhy  (Potter)  Arnold,  was  born  May 
9,  1848,  in  the  town  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  After  his 
school  days  were  over  he  entered  the  employ  of  his 
father,  assisting  him  in  his  undertaking  business, 
thereby  learning  thoroughly  the  business  in  all  of 
its  details.  He,  himself,  in  1863  became  a funeral 
director  and  undertaker,  and  soon  through  his  en- 
terprising spirit,  his  study  in  his  line  of  business, 
his  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  use  of  all 
modern  equipments  as  they  came  into  practice,  he 
found  himself  patronized  by  many  from  far  and 
near  and  in  the  midst  of  a steadily  increasing  busi- 
ness. Ambitious  to  cater  to  a larger  field  he,  in 
1888,  opened  an  office  and  warerooms  on  Westmin- 
ster street,  Providence.  Here  by  wise  conduct  of 
his  business  and  the  close  care  and  interest  he  gave 
to  every  detail  pertaining  to  what  in  each  in- 
stance must  be  considered  a rather  delicate  situa- 
tion, he  soon  won  the  favor  of  his  patrons  and  in 
time  his  reputation  was  established  and  a successful 
business  secured. 

’Twas  not  long  after  Mr.  Arnold  located  in 
Providence  until  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  so 
successfully  managed  his  private  affairs  and  busi- 
ness that  he  would  be  a good  man  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  public,  so  in  1895,  his  fellow  citizens 
made  him  their  standard  Bearer  for  councilman 
from  his  ward  (the  Eighth),  his  election  followed, 
and  a re-election  in  1896.  Again  in  1898  he  was 
honored  by  election  to  that  body  and  such  was  his 
standing  in  the  council  during  those  several  years 
that  in  the  fall  of  the  last  named  year  he  w'as  ad- 
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vanced  to  the  position  of  Alderman,  serving’  two 
years,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  his  services 
in  this  body  were  of  high  order  and  of  great  value 
to  the  city  of  his  adoption.  i\Ir.  Arnold  has  ever 
taken  a deep  interest  in  the  advancement  of  the 
communities  in  which  he  has  resided,  favoring  all 
measures  which  in  his  judgment  tended  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  in  the  growth  of 
town  and  cit)'.  He  is  both  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  had  a liking  for  fraternal  or- 
ganizations and  has  long  been  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonic circles ; now  a ^lason  of  the  32d  degree,  he  is 
widely  known  in  the  fraternity.  He  is  also  an  Odd 
Fellow,  member  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  ii,  of 
Howard  Encampment,  of  the  Order  of  Good  Fel- 
lows. Sterling  Lodge.  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of 
the  New  England  Order  of  Protection.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  W'est  Side  Club,  Central  Club  and 
the  Elmwood  Club. 

Mr.  Arnold  married  iMiss  Annie  Cora  Pond, 
of  Attleboro,  iMass.,  daughter  of  George  Henn," 
and  Aroline  Maria  (Gammons)  Pond,  of  that 
town. 

HENRY  ESEK  SMITH.  By  the  death  of 
Henry  Esek  Smith,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in 
Enfield,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  Sept.  23,  1899, 
there  was  removed  one  of  the  town’s  foremost  men, 
a worthy  citizen,  an  honored  descendant  of  the 
first  families  of  the  State,  a man  whose  influence 
had  always  been  for  the  public  good,  and  whose 
demise  caused  a vacancy  dififlcult  to  fi^l.  Mr. 
Smith  was  descended  in  the  paternal  line  from 
Elisha  Smith,  Sr.,  who  settled  at  what  is  now 
Stillwater,  then  called  Smith’s  Mills,  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Sidney  M.  Appleby.  He  was 
father  of  two  sons.  John  and  Elisha.  Junia,  son  of 
John,  was  the  father  of  Elisha  Smith,  father  of  the 
late  Henry  E. 

Elisha  Smith  was  born  June  6,  1794.  in  Smith- 
field,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer  on  the 
farm  of  his  father-in-law  at  Enfield.  He  was  a man 
of  great  force  of  character,  and  frequently  repre- 
sented his  town  as  a public  official,  for  a great 
number  of  years  being  a member  of  the  towui 
council,  and  for  a long  time  a representative  to  the 
General  Assembly.  He  was  a director  and  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  at  Green- 
ville from  1853  to  1869.  His  death  occurred  April 
23.  1873.  in  Providence,  in  which  city  he  was  spend- 
ing the  latter  years  of  his  life. 

On  Jan.  i.  1825.  Mr.  Smith  married  Melissa 
Smith,  whom  he  survived,  and  their  children  were : 
Martha  A.,  who  was  the  first  wife  of  .A.lden  B. 
Paine  and  died  in  Providence.  Nov.  T,  1890,  aged 
sixty-five  years  (she  left  no  children)  ; Henry  Esek; 
and  Sarali  .\nianda.  The  last  named  married 
Charles  E.  Harris,  who  was  engaged  in  a grocerv 
business  in  Providence  for  many  years  and  be- 
came one  of  the  city’s  leading  and  substantial  men ; 


he  served  as  councilman  and  alderman  and  was  fiis 
party's  candidate  upon  one  occasion  for  mayor. 
He  died  Jan.  6,  1889.  Mrs.  Harris  survived  until 
iNlarch  4,  1905,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
year.  They  had  three  children:  Frank  S.,  born 
June  18,  1865,  died  Sept.  12,  1865  ; Lewis  S.,  born 
Nov.  29,  18&,  died  Oct.  6,  1875 ; and  Mira  H., 
born  June  28,  1868,  died  iMay  29,  1887. 

Henry  Esek  Smith  was  born  on  the  home  farm 
at  Enfiel'd,  Feb.  27,  1829,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work.  He  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  later  attended  that  well-known 
institution  then  presided  over  by  Stanton  Belden, 
the  Fruit  Hall  Classical  Institute.  This  training 
was  supplemented  by  a course  of  study  at  East 
Greenwich,  which  place  he  left  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  quite  fairly  prepared  for  the  future 
which  then  opened  up  before  him.  Returning  to 
the  farm  he  assisted  his  father  until  1853,  when  he 
bought  a store  at  Enfield  which  he  conducted  un- 
til 1856.  He  then  went  back  to  farming,  giving 
particular  attention  to  the  careful  breeding  of  stock 
with  a view  to  its  imi)rovement.  In  1858  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry,  filling 
many  of  its  important  offices,  serving  as  its  vice- 
president  for  years.  During  these  years  he  took 
considerable  pride  in  exhibiting  his  exceptionally 
fine  stock  at  the  various  exhibitions,  and  generally 
carried  off  premiums.  He  improved  largely  upon 
the  Ayrshire  breed  of  cattle.  In  1887  he  ■was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  Ayrshire  Breeders’  As- 
sociation, which  includes  members  from  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union  and  from  Canada,  and 
publishes  a herd  book  every  two  years,  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  that  office  until  his  death.  For 
nearly  forty  years  he  conducted  a retail  milk  route 
at  Providence. 

Mr.  Smith,  although  so  eminently  fitted  for 
public  office,  cared  very  little  for  such  honors. 
He  consented  as  a matter  of  public  spirit  to  serve 
his  tow'u,  and  frequently  was  a member  of  the 
town  council,  but  refused  nomination  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  In  1878  he  became  president  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank  at  Greenville,  suc- 
ceeding Benjamin  R.  Vaughn,  and  held  the  office 
until  his  death.  When  the  parish  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church  at  Georgiaville  was  organized,  in 
1885,  jMr.  Smith  became  president,  and  so  remained 
the  rest  of  his  life. 

On  Dec.  t6,  1862,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mercy  J.  Steere,  by  whom  he  is 
survived,  this  estimable  woman  residing  at  Manton, 
in  the  town  of  Johnston.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them,  namely:  (i)  Frederick  Elisha  was  born 
Dec.  18,  1863.  (2)  Helen  Parker,  born  June  i, 

1867,  married  Clinton  O.  Remington,  and  resides 
at  ( )akland.  in  the  town  of  Burrillville.  They  have 
had  children  as  follows;  Martha  S..  born  July 
15,  1891;  Harold  C..  born  Oct.  23.  1892;  Char- 
lotte O.,  born  March  23.  1895;  Louise,  born  in 
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October,  1897,  who  died  in  September,  1898; 
Helen  R.,  born  Jan.  3,  1903;  Alice  M.,  born  June 
13,  1904;  and  Clinton  O.,  Jr.,  born  May  22,  1906. 
(3)  Annie  JMelissa,  born  April  29,  1877,  was  mar- 
ried April  14,  1903,  to  Herbert  C.  Calef,  and  they 
reside  at  Manton.  They  have  two  children,  George 
C.,  born  May  19,  1904';  and  Louise  S.,  born  June 
II,  1906.  (4)  Alice  Mercy,  born  July  16,  1882, 

married  William  M.  Beebe,  and  they  reside  in 
Smithfield.  They  have  one  child,  Dorothy  Smith, 
born  May  21,  1905. 

Frederick  Elisha  Smith,  the  eldest  son  of 
the  late  Henry  Esek  Smith,  occupies  the  home  farm 
in  Enfield,  where  he  was  born.  He  was  educated 
first  in  the  district  schools  and  later  attended 
Jencks  Mowry’s  private  school  at  iMt.  Pleasant 
and  the  Mowry  & Goff  School  at  fTovidence. 
After  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
he  became  a brakeman  on  the  Providence  & Spring- 
field  railroad,  later  became  a freight  conductor, 
and  finally  was  promoted  to  passenger  conductor. 
Retiring  from  this  line  of  railroad  work  he  then 
became  night  yardmaster  for  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company,  at  Provi- 
dence, and  remained  with  that  company  until 
March,  1896,  when  he  returned  to  the  home  farm 
and  assisted  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death. 
Subsequently  he  conducted  the  farm  for  his  mother 
until  Oct.  I,  1903,  when  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment. He  continued  the  retail  milk  business  es- 
tablished by  his  father,  and  carried  on  so  satisfac- 
torily for  so  many  years,  until  May,  1905,  when 
he  disposed  of  it,  converting  the  business  into  a 
wholesale  one.  He  keeps  about  twenty-five  cows, 
and  has  a fine,  up-to-date  dairy,  with  modern  .sani- 
tary equipment. 

On  Sept.  22,  1886,  Mr.  Smith  was  married, 
at  Graniteville,  to  Carrie  I.  Barnes,  daughter  of 
James  and  Phebe  O.  (Angell)  Barnes.  They  have 
two  children : Henry  Barnes,  born  i\Iay  10.  1892, 
and  Florence  Barnes,  born  June  i,  1896. 

Like  his  father,  ]\Ir.  Smith  has  been  averse 
to  holding  public  office,  though  he  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  very  popular  young  men  of  the 
town.  He  is  associated  with  Roger  Y’illiams 
Lodge,  No.  32,  A.  F.  & A.  M..  at  Centerdale,  and 
with  Centerdale  Lodge,  No.  36,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at 
Georgiaville.  He  attends  the  Lmiversalist  Church 
at  the  latter  place. 

The  Smith  ancestry  traced  on  his  mother’s  side 
led  the  record  of  Henry  Esek  Smith  back  to  an- 
other branch  of  the  family., 

(I)  John  Smith,  known  as  “John  the  Miller,” 
was  born  in  England  in  1595,  and  came  to  Provi- 
dence with  Roger  Williams  in  1636.  He  operated 
a^  gristmill  on  the  Mashausick  river  and  was  a 
man  of  importance,  in  the  community,  serving  in 
1641  as  town  clerk.  He  died  in  1648,  and  Alice, 
his  wife,  died  in  1650. 

(II)  John  Smith,  son  of  John,  was  also  a 
miller.  He  served  as  town  clerk  "of  Providence 


from  1672  to  1676.  He  married  Sarah  Whipple. 

(Ill)  John  Smith  (3)  was  a miller,  like  his 
father  and  grandfather,  and  was  the  last  of  the 
name  to  follow  that  business.  He  died  in  1737, 
and  Hannah,  his  wife,  survived  until  Sept.  "5, 

1756. 

(IV^)  William  Smith,  son  of  John  (3),  lo- 
cated in  Smithfield  about  1703,  on  a thousand  acres 
of  land,  probably  building  the  old  house  on  the 
site  of  the  residence  now  occupied  by  Frederick 
E.  Smith,  at  Enfield.  William  Smith  married 
Mary  Sayles,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Olney)  Sayles,  and  a great-granddaughter  of 
Roger  Williams.  Her  grandparents  were  John  and 
iMary  (Williams)  Sayles,  Mary  Williams  being  a 
daughter  of  Roger  Williams. 

(V)  Daniel  Smith,  son  of  AVilliam  and  Mary 
Smith,  was  born  in  1712,  and  resided  on  the  fann 
above  mentioned.  He  married  Susanna  Winsor, 
born  June  19,  1715,  another  descendant  of  Roger 
Williams  through  the  latter’s  daughter  Mercy,  who 
married  Samuel  Winsor  for  her  second  husband. 
Susanna  Winsor  was  a daughter  of  Rev.  Joshua 
Ydnsor  and  a granddaughter  of  Samuel  Winsor. 

(VI)  Emor  Smith,  son  of  Daniel  and  .Susanna 

.Smith,  was  born  in  1755  E^b.  12,  1791. 

He  married  Sarah  Smith,  who  died  Aug.  12,  1790, 
in  her  thirty-seventh  year. 

(\TI)  Esek  Smith,  son  of  Emor  and  Sarah 
Smith,  was  born  Aug.  2,  1773,,  was  a farmer,  and 
resided  on  the  homestead  at  Enfield.  He  died 
Nov.  4,  1821.  He  married  Desire  Eddy,  born 
iMarch  3,  1781,  who  died  March  28,  1844,  and  had 
three  daughters,  .Sarah,  Melissa  and  Amanda. 
Sarah  married  a Mr.  Olney,  and  died  in  Ohio. 
Melissa  married  Elisha  Smith.  Amanda  married 
John  Fenner. 

Steere.  I\Irs.  Henry  Esek  Smith  comes  from 
the  old  Steere  family  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
traces  its  settlement  in  this  country  to  John  Steere, 
who  came  to  Rhode  Island  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago.  The  early  records  of  this 
family  are  given  in  more  detail  elsewhere  in  this 
publication,  and  here  is  presented  merely  an  out- 
line of  Mrs.  Smith’s  line,  as  follows : 

(I)  John  Steere  was  born  in  England  in  1634. 
was  in  Rhode  Island  in  1660,  and  married  Hannah 
Wickenden. 

(H)  Thomas  Steere,  son  of  John,  married 
(first)  Alary  Arnold  and  (second)  Alehitable, 
widow  of  Samuel  Plummer. 

(Ill)  Flon.  Thomas  Steere,  .son  of  Thomas, 
married  (first)  Katherine  Comstock  and  (second) 
Alercy  Aldrich. 

(R')  Elisha  Steere.  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  and 
Katherine  Steere,  married  (first)  Amy  Aldrich, 
(second)  Penelope  Steere,  and  (third)  Mrs.  Sarah 
Mowry,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Abigail  Sayles. 

(V)  Stephen  Steere,  born  Oct.  29,  1780,  the 
fourth  child  of  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Sayles-Mowry) 
Steere,  was  a farmer,  and  resided  in  Smithfield 
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on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Philip  Andrews,  a 
short  distance  west  of  the  Stillwater  depot.  He 
was. a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  died 
April  27,  1853.  He  married  Jan.  27,  1805,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Phebe  (Jenckes)  Harris. 
]\Irs.  Steere  was  born  Dec.  26,  1782,  and  died  June 

I,  1853.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Elisha,  born 

March  10,  1808,  disposed  of  the  old  homestead  in 
1858  to  Robert  Harris,  father  of  Elisha  S.,  who 
occupies  the  farm,  and  he  removed  to  Illinois, 
where  he  died,  unmarried.  May  13,  1862.  (2) 

\\’illiam  Penn  was  born  July  4,  1810.  (3)  JMartin 

Jenckes,  born  Oct.  15,  1814,  became  a minister  of 
the  Free  Baptist  denomination  until  April,  1859, 
when  a change  in  his  theological  views  led  him  into 
the  Universalist  Church.  He  died  at  the  home  of 
a daughter,  in  Athol,  Mass.,  Jan.  18,  1877,  his  resi- 
dence at  the  time  being  in  Hardwick,  Mass.  He 
married  (first)  Abby  Randall,  of  North  Provi- 
dence, and  (second)  Harriet  ]\Iayo,  of  Hardwick, 
jMass.  By  his  first  wife  he  was  the  father  of  two 
children,  Sarah  Frances,  who  married  Dr.  Horace 
E.  Smith,  and  a son  who  died  in  infancy.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  had  one  daughter,  Harriet 
Abby,  who  married  Charles  H.  Littlefield,  a civil 
engineer.  (4)  Robert  Harris,  born  May  27,  1819, 
married  Dec.  19,  1844,  Ann  Eliza  Clark,  who  sur- 
vives and  resides  at  Georgiaville.  He  died  Oct. 

II,  1874,  and  a record  of  his  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere.  (5)  Thomas  Sayles,  born  JMarch  21, 
1822,  married  (first)  Delila  B.  Talman,  and  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  where  his  wife  died  and  he  mar- 
ried again  and  left  descendants. 

( YI)  William  Penn  Steere,  son  of  Stephen, 
was  born  in  Smithfield  on  the  farm  near  Stillwater. 
His  education  was  somewhat  limited,  owing  to  the 
circumscribed  opportunities  of  the  day  and  lo- 
cality, although  his  advantages  were  superior  to 
those  of  many  others.  He  pursued  a course  of 
study  at  Bolton,  Mass.,  and  then  settled  down  to 
farming,  and  was  associated  also  with  his  brother 
Elisha  in  a teaming  business  between  Slatersville 
and  Providence.  He  died  July  6,  1876,  and  was 
buried  in  the  North  burial  ground  at  Providence. 
Mr.  Steere  was  a stanch  Republican  and  was  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity  and  decided  views  in  mat- 
ters of  public  concern.  This  made  him  eminently 
fitted  for  public  office,  and  he  became  a very  promi- 
nent citizen.  On  several  occasions  he  was  sent 
to  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  local  circles  he 
served  as  assessor  and  in  the  town  council. 

On  Oct.  25,  1833,  Mr.  Steere  married  Mary 
Ann  Parker,  born  July  30,  1813,  in  Foster,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  iMarcy  (Jenckes)  Par- 
ker. Mrs.  Steere  survived  her  husband,  dying 
Sept.  16,  1890.  She  spent  the  latter  years  of  her 
life  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Smith. 
I^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Steere  had  the  following  children: 
fi)  Stephen  Parker,  born  May  17,  1838,  married 
Kate  M.  McCormick,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  in  1864, 
and  resides  at  Pawtucket ; they  had  two  children— 


William  Hamilton,  born  in  March,  1865  (married 
Elizabeth  Augusta  Roberts,  of  Pawtucket,  in  1899, 
and  has  had  two  children,  Edna  Ereeman  and  Har- 
old Parker,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy),  and  Ethel 
Isabel,  born  in  November,  1887  (married  Walter 
Steere  Polsey,  of  Pawtucket,  in  1906).  (2)  Mercy 
Jenckes,  born  iMay  6.  1841,  is  the  widow  of  Henry 
Esek  Smith.  (3)  Susannah  Mowry,  born  May  6, 
1841,  a school  teacher,  is  unmarried.  (4)  Daniel 
Angell,  born  Aug.  26,  1850,  married  Myra  E. 
Y'oodmansee,  and  died  at  Pawtucket. 

WILLIAM  ERANCIS  GOODWIN.  Among 
the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  none  hold  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  community  to  a greater 
extent  than  William  F.  Goodwin,  and  few  men  en- 
joy a larger  acquaintance  in  the  State  than  he.  Mr. 
Goodwin,  although  a native  of  IMassachusetts,  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  is  favorably  known  for  his  sterling  quali- 
ties. 

David  S.  Goodwin,  father  of  Wdlliam  Francis, 
was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  near  the  Maine  State 
line.  While  yet  a young  man  he  removed  to  Walt- 
ham, jMass.,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent.  He  learned  the  trade  of  brickmaker  in 
early  life,  and  followed  that  vocation  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  years,  during  the  latter  part  of 
which  he  was  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  a brick  manufacturer.  He  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  farming  and  teaming.  He 
was  a very  industrious  man,  although  for  several 
years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  in  very  poor  health, 
being  i)aralyzed  for  several  years  preceding  his 
death  in  about  1891,  at  the  advanced  age  of  about 
eighty  years,  which  occurred  at  Waltham,  Mass. 
Mr.  Goodwin  was,  in  early  life,  a Democrat  of  the 
old  school,  but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
he  joined  forces  with  the  Republican  party  and  ever 
thereafter  affiliated  with  the  latter  party.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Custer,  of  Waltham,  Alass.,  who  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  about  forty  years  in  Browns- 
ville, Minn.  To  this  union  were  born  children  as 
lollows : Daniel,  who  is  now  residing  in  New  York 
State;  John,  who  is  now  deceased;  William  Fran- 
cis ; Sarah,  who  died  young ; Anna,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased ; and  Emily,  also  deceased. 

William  E.  Goodwin  was  born  in  WGltham, 
Mass.,  June  23,  1849,  and  acquired  his  educational 
training  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  Boston.  His  attending  of  school 
was  continued  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  after  leaving  school  he  became 
apprenticed  to  the  plumber’s  trade  with  William 
AVatters  & Co.,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Here  he  con- 
tinued at  his  apprenticeship  with  this  firm  until 
four  years  had  elapsed.  After  acquiring  a knowl- 
edge of  the  business  he  then  set  out  to  get  a thor- 
ough training  in  the  trade’s  various  branches,  and 
for  the  next  several  years  he  was  employed  in  va- 
rious sections  of  New  England,  during  which  time 
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he  also  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  chemical 
plumbing,  which  branch  of  the  business  he  now 
makes  a specialty.  In  1873  i\lr.  Goodwin  came  to 
Cranston  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to  build  and 
operate  the  new  sulphuric  acid  works  which  the 
Spragues  were  installing  at  their  works  in  that  vil- 
lage, but  shortly  after  his  becoming  employed  by 
them  this  firm  met  with  financial  reverses,  and  he 
then  became  an  employe  of  the  Rumford  Chemical 
Company,  having  charge  of  the  plumbing  of  their 
establishments,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for 
about  seven  years.  In  1878,  Mr.  Goodwin  became  a 
trusted  employe  of  the  Sayles  Bros.’  Bleacheries, 
having  charge  of  the  steam  fitting,  the  gas  works, 
and  also  the  sulphuric  acid  department,  and  in  this 
capacity  he  remained  for  a period  of  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  June  16,  1899, 
was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health. 
The  fact  that  Mr.  Goodwin  continued  in  this  re- 
sponsible position  for  so  long  a period  speaks  vol- 
umes for  his  ability  as  an  experienced  man  in  that 
capacity  as  well  as  for  his  faithful  performance  of 
duty. 

The  year  following  his  leaving  the  employ  of 
the  Sayles’  Bleacheries,  ]\Ir.  Goodwin  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  establishing  himself  in 
the  plumbing  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wil- 
liam F.  Goodwin  & Co.,  taking  into  partnership 
with  him,  his  son.  In  his  business,  which  consists 
of  plumbing,  heating,  steam  fitting,  copper  work, 
hot-air  heating,  heavy  water  piping  and  chemical 
plumbing,  making  a specialty  of  the  latter,  Mr. 
Goodwin  has  met  with  well-deserved  success.  One 
of  his  most  difficult  and  most  scientific  feats  as  a 
contractor  was  the  successful  laying  of  the  water 
piping  which  conveys  pure  water  to  the  works  of 
the  Fisher  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Fisherville, 
Mass.  This  feat  consisted  of  laying  3,700  feet  of 
lo-inch  pipe,  submerging  the  same  under  the  wa- 
ters of  Ouinsigamond  Lake,  and  during  the  con- 
struction of  this  water  main  not  a drop  of  the  water 
of  the  lake  entered  the  piping  which  was  being  laid. 
This  is  considered  the  largest  submarine  piping  job 
ever  completed  so  successfully. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Goodwin  belongs  to  various 
organizations,  holding  membership  in  Rising  Sun 
Lodge,  Noi  30,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  East  Providence, 
and  in  the  Masonic  Chapter  and  Council,  of 
Pawtucket.  He  is  also  a member  of  Reliance 
Lodge,  No.  34,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Fraternity  En- 
campment, No.  17,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  of  East  Providence. 
He  is  as  well  a member  of  the  Veteran  Masons’  As- 
sociation. 

In  political  views  Mr.  Goodwin  is  a Republican, 
but  is  so  firm  a believer  in  good  government  that  he 
can  be  depended  upon  to  take  an  independent  stand. 
He  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  town,  and  has  been  called  upon  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  hold  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town  council, 
and  in  1905  was  elected  a member  of  the  General 


Assembly  of  the  State  from  Lincoln,  during  his 
first  session  (1906)  serving  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Elections.  In  1906  he  was  again  elected 
a member  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  latter  time 
being  elected  as  an  independent,”  with  a majority 
of  two  hundred  votes,  and  during  the  session  of 
1907  served  on  the  committee  on  Corporations.  In 
1907  he  was  again  re-elected  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  re-appointed  to  the  committee  on  Corix)ra- 
tions. 

In  1872  Mr.  Goodwin  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Nellie  C.  Rowland,  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  and  this 
happy  union  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  William  F.  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Bos- 
ton, married  Lena  Sulloway,  of  Pawtucket,  and  they 
have  one  son,  W'illiam  F.  III.  (2)  Gertrude,  who 
was  born  in  East  Providence,  died  in  infancy.  (3J 
Mabel  Frances,  who  was  born  in  East  Providence, 
married  Edward  P.  Tobie,  of  Pawtucket. 

W illiam  E.  Goodwin  is  a self-made  man,  full  of 
energy  and  determination,  and  the  success  he  has 
attained  is  due  to  his  ability  and  industry,  and  to  his 
faculty  of  taking  the  initiative.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goodwin  enjoy  the  acquaintance  of  a large  circle 
of  friends,  and  their  hospitable  home  is  the  ren- 
dezvous where  the  stranger  is  given  as  cordial  a 
welcome  as  their  most  intimate  friends. 

PROE.  EDWIN  E.  CALDER,  well  known  in 
the  scientific  world,  Professor  of  Chemistry'  and 
Dean  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Pharmacy,  is 
a son  of  John  Lewis  Calder,  and  a member  of  an 
old  New  England  family — one  of  prominence  in 
Providence  for  several  generations. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  whom  there  is  definite 
record  is  (I)  Alexander  Calder,  born  in  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  in  1660,  and  died  in  1715.  Erom  him 
and  his  wife,  Barbara  Shane,  daughter  of  the  Laird 
of  Shane,  Edwin  E.  Calder  is  descended  through 
(H)  Wdlliam  and  Elizabeth  (Brooks),  (HI)  James 
and  Agnes  (Boies)  [for  the  history  of  these  first 
three  generations  in  detail  see  sketch  of  Calder  fam- 
ily, elsewhere  in  this  work],  (IV)  John  and  Louisa 
(Howard),  to  (V)  John  I^ewis  and  Julia  Frances 
(Eddy),  his  parents. 

(IV)  John  Calder,  grandfather  of  Prof.  Edwin 
E.,  was  born  Jan.  23,  1790,  and  died  at  Providence, 
Aug.  10,  1873.  He  was  a plumber  and  copper- 
smith, and  first  engaged  in  that  business  with 
Thomas  Phillips,  and  later  with  his  son,  John  Lewis 
Calder.  Mr.  Calder  was  married  Oct.  9,  1812,  to 
Louisa  Howard,  of  Sutton,  Mass.,  who  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1794,  and  who  died  Sept.  9,  1819,  the 
mother  of  these  children : Louisa  Howard,  born 
Oct.  17,  1814;  Harriet  Peck,  May  4,  1817,  and  a son 
July  II,  1819.  On  June  23,  1823,  Mr.  Calder  mar- 
ried (second)  Lydia  Peck,  born  in  Sutton,  Mass., 
July  13,  1793,  daughter  of  David  Peck;  she  died  in 
Providence,  March  15,  1865.  To  this  second  mar- 
riage were  born  children  as  follows : John  Lewis, 
born  April  8,  1824;  Mary  Elizabeth,  June  27,  1825 
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(died  Feb.  17,  1826)  ; Adelaide  Reade,  June  8, 
1827;  Joseph  Lyman,  Feb.  24,  1829;  arid  Agnes 
Elizabeth,  July  9,  1831. 

(\')  John  Lewis  Calder  was  born  April  8, 
1824,  and  died  in  Providence,  Jan.  25,  1887.  He 
was  married  Oct.  4,  1847,  Julia  Frances  Eddy, 
born  in  Providence,  Jan.  9,  1828,  daughter  of  Barn- 
ard and  Julia  Eddy.  JNIr.  Calder  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Providence.  His  business,  that 
of  a cojjpersmith  and  plumber,  he  had  learned  in  the 
old  house  of  Calder  & Phillips.  He  first  engaged 
in  this  line  with  his  father,  and  later  with  Albert  D. 
Read,  but  in  later  years  was  in  business  alone. 

To  John  Lewis  Calder  and  his  wife,  Julia  F. 
(Eddy),  were  born  these  children:  (i)  John 
Barnard,  born  Dec.  31,  1849,  ^ bookkeeper  in 

the  Bank  of  Providence.  He  married,  Oct.  22, 
1874,  Anna  M.  Phillips,  born  Dec.  23,  1852,  and 
their  daughter,  Anna  iNlaud,  born  Sept.  9,  1875, 
married  F'red  Jones,  an  attorney  of  Providence. 
(2)  Edwin  Eddy,  born  ^larch  17,  1853,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (3)  Lewis  Herbert,  born  July  8, 
1855,  married,  ]May  i,  1890,  Lizzie  Oriette  Good- 
rich, daughter  of  Henry  F.  and  IMary  A.  Goodrich, 
and  has  one  child — Elliott  Wallace,  born  Nov.  ii, 
1899.  Mr.  Lewis  Herbert  Calder  is  connected  with 
Taylor,  Symonds  & Co.,  wholesale  dry  goods,  Wey- 
bosset  street.  (4)  Charles  Granville,  born  Aug. 
4,  1857,  married,  Oct.  28,  1880,  Florence  Night- 
ingale, daughter  of  Nathan  Bangs  and  Abby  A. 
(Jillson)  .Williams,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
mis  union : Harold  Granville,  Aug.  14,  1881  ; Ernest 
Spencer,  June  12,  1886;  Richard  Lewis,  July  5, 
1888;  and  Katherine  Florence,  Dec.  8,  1897.  (5) 

M’illiam  James,  born  June  8,  1862,  married,  Oct.  6, 
1887,  Sarah  Melissa,  daughter  of  Livingston  Ran- 
dall. (6)  Heman  Lincoln,  born  Nov.  22,  1864, 
married.  Sept.  10,  1895,  Jennie  Medora,  daughter  of 
Humphrey  Purrington.  jMrs.  John  Lewis  Calder 
was  one  of  the  real  Daughters  of  the  Revolution, 
her  father  having  had  charge  of  the  fortifications  at 
Field’s  Point  during  the  struggle  for  independence. 

(VT)  Prof.  Edwin  Eddy  Calder  was  born 
]^larch  17,  1853.  He  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools  of  Providence  and  S])ecialized  in  the  sciences 
in  1873.  He  was  assistant  instructor  in  Analytical 
Chemistry  at  Brown  University  from  1874  until 
1882,  instructor  in  Chemistry  at  Brown  from  1890 
to  1900,  professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Boston  Uni- 
versity School  of  Medicine  from  1883  to  1906,  and 
is  professor  of  Chemistry  and  Dean  of  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Professor  Calder  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Calder  & Strickland,  analytical  chemists.  Provi- 
dence. He  is  connected  with  the  American  Chem- 
ical Society,  and  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 
He  belongs,  socially,  to  the  Sigma  Psi  fraternity  of 
Brown  University,  and  to  the  University  Club. 

On  Dec.  23,  1875,  Professor  Calder  married 
Ella  Ann  Theresa  Elsbree,  daughter  of  Hiram  W. 
and  Arethusa  Elsbree,  and  they  have  two  children  : 


Lawrence  Wnton,  born  May  3,  1878,  who  is  a 
broker  in  the  Banigan  Building;  and  Frances  Wil- 
marth,  born  IMay  12,  1880. 

CHACE.  This  branch  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Rhode  Island  Chace  family,  the  name  in  earlier 
generations  being  spelled  Chase,  of  the  old  Rox- 
bury-Yarmouth  race  of  the  name,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  New  England,  the  coming  hither  of  Wil- 
liam Chase  from  England  dating  back  to  within  a 
decade  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  them- 
selves ; and  of  this  race,  too,  which,  finding  its 
way  to  Swansea  and  Somerset  and  Fall  River  and 
into  Rhode  Island,  has  given  to  the  localities  some 
strong,  forceful  characters  who  have  left  their  im- 
press for  good  in  the  various  walks  of  life  in 
which  their  lots  were  cast,  not  a few  men  of  achieve- 
ment, men  of  letters  and  learning,  l^elong  to  the 
section  and  branch  of  the  Chace  family  under  con- 
sideration. For  generations  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  among  them  were  ministers  of  dis- 
tinction and  usefulness.  But  in  particular  in  this 
Somerset-Fall  River  and  Valley  Falls  family,  de- 
scendants of  Oliver  Chace,  a substantial  farmer 
of  the  old  town  of  Swansea,  came  several  genera- 
tions of  manufacturers,  men  of  character  as  well 
as  achievement  in  the  industrial  life  of  Fall  River 
and  Valley  Falls  and  as  well  in  the  public  life  of 
Rhode  Island  and  the  business  and  banking  inter- 
ests of  Providence.  Reference  is  made  especially 
to  the  late  Oliver  Chace ; to  his  sons,  Harvey, 
Samuel  B.  and  Oliver  Chace,  all  men  of  substance 
and  some  of  great  energy,  enterprise  and  force, 
who  played  a conspicuous  part  in  the  industrial 
life  of  their  section ; and  to  their  sons  and  succes- 
sors, who  have  worthily  worn  the  mantle  of  their 
sires,  among  them  a;nd  still  in  the  harness  of  large 
business  activity  the  brothers  James  Hervey  and 
Hon.  Jonathan  Chace,  the  former  a leading  cotton 
manufacturer,  bank  president,  etc.,  of  Providence, 
the  latter  one  of  the  leading  cotton  manufacturers 
of  the  State,  a former  State  senator,  and  a repre- 
sentative in  both  branches  of  the  United  States 
Congress. 

There  follows  something  of  the  lives  of  these 
men,  their  ancestry  and  the  family  genealogy,  the 
arrangement  being  chronological  from  the  Ameri- 
can ancestor. 

(I)  William  Chase,  born  about  1595,  in  Eng- 
land, with  wife  IMary  and  son  W’illiam  came  to 
.'\merica  in  the  fleet  with  Governor  Winthrop  and 
his  colony  in  1630,  settling  first  at  Roxbury.  He 
soon  became  a member  of  the  church  of  which  Rev. 
John  Eliot,  the  ‘'a])ostle  to  the  Indians,”  was  pas- 
tor. Oct.  19,  1630,  he  applied  for  freemanship  and 
was  admitted  a freeman  May  14.  1634.  In  1637 
or  thereabouts  he  became  one  of  the  companv  who 
made  a new  settlement  at  Yarmouth,  of  wliich  town 
he  was  made  constable  in  1639.  Le  resided  at 
Yarmouth  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  May,  1659. 
His  widow  died  the  following  October.  Their  chil- 
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dren  were  : William,  born  about  1622,  in  England  ; 
Mary,  born  in  May,  1637,  in  Roxbnry ; and  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  1639  in  Yarmouth. 

(II)  William  Chase  (2),  son  of  William  and 
Mary,  born  about  1622,  in  England,  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  married  and  was  a resi- 
dent of  Yarmouth.  He  died  Feb.  27,  1685.  His 
children  were:  William,  Jacob,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Abraham,  Joseph,  Benjamin  and  Samuel. 

( Ill)  Joseph  Chase,  son  of  William  (2),  be- 
came a resident  of  Swansea,  Mass.  He  married 
Feb.  28,  1694,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Sampson  and 
Isabel  (Tripp)  Sherman.  His  will  was  proved 
Jan.  19,  1725.  Their  children  were:  Abigail, 
born  July  6,  1695;  Lydia,  Oct.  18,  1(396;  Job,  Jan. 
21,  1698;  Alice,  Nov.  16,  1700;  Ruth,  April  15, 
1702;  Sampson,  April  i,  1704;  Isabel,  Oct.  6,  1705  ; 
Joseph,  July  ii,  1707;  Stephen,  May  2,  1709; 

Sarah ; Silas ; George,  Ebenezer  and  Moses. 

(IV)  Job  Chace,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,  born 

Jan.  21,  1698,  married  Nov.  6,  1718,  Patience 

Bourne,  and  to  them  came  the  following  children : 
Job,  born  April  24,  1720;  Susanna,  June  21,  1722; 
Joseph,  Sept.  13,  1724 ; Ebenezer,  April  30,  1727; 
Jonathan,  May  ii,  1728;  and  Ichabod,  March  30, 
1731.  Job  Chace  and  his  family  were  residents  of 
Swansea,  Mass.  His  will  was  proved  Dec.  25, 
1766. 

(V)  Jonathan  Chase,  son  of  Job  and  Patience, 
born  May  ii,  1728,  was  a substantial  man  and 
farmer  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  later  moving  to  Paxton. 
He  was  also  a Quaker  preacher.  He  married  May 
13,  1754,  Mary  Earle,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Re- 
becca (Sherman)  Earle,  and  to  them  came  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Rebecca,  born  May  16,  1755; 
Earle,  Sept.  29,  1758;  Isabel,  Sept.  19,  1760;  Crom- 
well, Nov.  13,  1762;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  8,  1765;  Job, 
June  6,  1767;  Oliver,  Aug.  24,  1769;  Ruth,  April 
24.  1773;  Jonathan.  Aug.  31,  1775 ; Mary,  Aug. 
24,  1777;  Joseph,  Feb.  2t,  1783  (died  April  23, 

1785)- 

(VI)  Oliver  Chace,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Mary  (Earle)  Chase,  born  Aug.  24,  1769,  married 
(first)  Sept.  15,  1796,  Susanna  Buffinton,  born 
Oct.  18,  I7Y3,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna 
(Chace)  Buffinton,  of  Swansea,  and  (second) 
Widow  Patience  Robinson. 

The  son  of  a substantial  farmer,  though  one 
of  modest  means,  Olivier  Chace’s  boyhood  was  one 
of  toil,  nor  did  he  have  the  advantages  of  more 
than  a limited  school  training,  but  his  rearing  was 
such  as  to  make  him  self-reliant  and  industrious 
and  early  to  learn  the  value  of  a dollar.  He  be- 
came not  only  a good  farmer,  but  as  well  a car- 
penter and  skilful  millwright.  In  1806  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  in  Swansea,  iMass., 
where  he  became  part  owner  and  took  the  agency 
of  a small  mill,  having  acquired  knowledge  and 
skill  in  Pawtucket  in  connection  with  the  manu- 
facturing operations  of  Samuel  Slater.  He  built 
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the  mill  in  1806,  and  equipped  it  with  spinning 
frames  after  the  pattern  introduced  by  Mr.  Slater. 
Ibis  mill  he  operated  successfully  until  1813, 
when  he  removed  to  Fall  River,  where,  in  con- 
nection with  Eber  Slade,  Sheffield  Weaver,  Heze- 
kiah  W ilson,  Benjamin  Slade,  Amey  Borden  and 
others,  he  erected  the  Troy  mill,  which  has  since 
become  famous,  for  spinning  and  weaving  cotton 
— the  first  cotton  mill  erected  in  Fall  River, 
which  at  the  time  was  known  as  Troy.  In  the 
enterprise  of  the  Troy  mill  Mr.  Chace  was  the 
guiding  mechanic  and  controlling  mind.  At  the 
inception  of  the  I roy  mill  the  village  was  one  of 
not  to  exceed  two  hundred  inhabitants.  Mr.  Chace 
lived  to  see  it  one  of  many  thousands  and  he  was 
for  many  years  identified  with  the  place,  and,  as 
agent  first  of  the  Troy  Company  and  subsequently 
of  the  Pocasset  Company,  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  extending  the  borders  of  the  village.  The  Po- 
casset Company  was  projected  and  established  in 
1821,  mainly  through  Mr.  Chace’s  efforts.  He  man- 
aged both  concerns  with  rare  tact  and  foresight. 
He  possessed  great  strength  both  of  body  and  in- 
tellect, was  a man  of  remarkable  directness  of  pur- 
pose, and  his  integrity  was  beyond  question.  At 
one  time,  boarding  a vessel,  lately  arrived, 
freighted  with  shingles,  and  asking  their  price, 
he  was  answered  by  the  owner,  "If  you  pick  them 
out  they  will  be  $5  per  thousand ; if  I pick  them  out 
they  will  be  four  dollars  per  thousand.”  He 
promptly  replied,  "Thee  may  pick  them  out  and  I 
will  take  the  whole  cargo.”  From  early  boyhood 
throughout  his  long  life  the  career  of  Mr.  Chace 
was  one  of  toil,  he  being  emphatically  a working 
man.  He  died  May  21,  1852,  at  what  was  then 
Tiverton,  R.  I.,.now  a part  of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
in  his  eighty-third  year.  Mrs.  Susanna  Buffinton 
Chace  passed  away  July  30,  1827.  Mr.  Chace  was 
the  first  of  this  branch  of  the  family  to  spell  the 
name  Chace,  following  the  spelling  of  his  grand- 
father rather  than  that  of  his  father.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  Chace  and  his  wife  Susanna  were  : 
Harvey,  born  Aug.  30,  1797;  Samuel  B.,  March 
II,  1800;  Asenath,  F'eb.  12,  1802;  Mary,  Nov.  27, 
1803;  Jonathan,  March  31,  1804;  Elizabeth,  April 
(?)  12,  1806;  and  Oliver,  Nov.  ii,  1812— all  born 
in  that  part  of  Swansea  which  became  the  town  of 
Somerset.  Massachusetts. 

(\TI)  Harvey  Chace,  .son  of  Oliver  and  Su- 
sanna (Buffinton)  Chace,  born  Aug.  30,  1797,  in 
that  part  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  that  became  Somer- 
set, married  Sept.  8,  i824,'  Hannah  Wood,  born 
Oct.  22,  1800,  daughter  of  William  and  Mehetible 
(Maxfield)  Wood,  of  Fall  River,  but  of  the  Woods 
of  Dartmouth.  Mass.,  the  Woods,  like  the  Chaces, 
being  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  She 
died  July  20,  1833,  and  he  married  (second)  Anna 
Earle,  daughter  of  Silas  Earle,  of  Leicester,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Harvey  Chace  grew  up  in  the  religious  faith 
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of  liis  ancestors  and  received  a common  school 
education.  At  the  early  age  of  six  years  he  did 
work  in  his  father's  mill  as  a bobbin  hoy,  perhaps 
inheriting  his  father’s  taste  and  skill  in  manu- 
facturing : at  any  rate  he  later  possessed  it,  whether 
by  inheritance  or  acquirement.  When  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  put  the  machinery  in  a mill  at 
Lurrillville,  R.  L,  known  as  the  Tar-Kiln  Factory, 
which  ran  five  hundred  spindles,  and  started  it, 
and  here,  working  for  his  father  and  others,  he 
was  employed  one  year.  He  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Troy  Company,  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  on  its 
beginning  operations  in  1813,  and  while  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  not  infrequently  went 
to  IJoston  to  sell  yarn  and  buy  cotton.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  this  corporation  until  1843, 
a period  of  thirty  years,  in  the  meantime  becoming 
a stockholder,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  the  com- 
pany’s agent  and  treasurer.  His  father  in  1839 
had  bought  the  mill  estate  at  \’alley  Falls,  R.  I., 
on  the  Cumberland  side  of  the  Blackstone  river, 
which  he  leased  to  his  sons  Harvey  and  Samuel 
R.  Chace.  These  sons  formed  a co-partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  H.  & S.  B.  Chace,  and 
they  removed  to  that  point  in  1843  and  1839,  re- 
spectively. As  time  passed,  through  their  careful 
management,  industry  and  integrity,  they  were 
greatly  prosperous,  enlarging  their  business  to  meet 
the  growing  demands.  In  1852.  on  the  death  of 
their  father,  they  took  info  the  firm  their  brother 
Oliver  Chace,  and  the  three  formed  the  Valley 
Falls  Company  and  purchased  the  property  just 
across  the  river,  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Central 
Falls.  Later  on,  in  1854,  jMessrs.  H.  & S.  B.  Chace 
j)urchased  the  Albion  Mills,  soon  buying  a con- 
siderable interest  in  the  iManville  mills,  which  they 
mianaged.  One  object  of  these  purchases  was  to 
-re-arrange  the  water-power  of  their  privileges.  Two 
vcars  later  they  bought  the  iMoodus  Cotton  Fac- 
tory, in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  By  a division 
•of  the  properties  of  the  firms  in  1868,  Harvey 
Chace  became  the  owner  of  the  Albion  Mills, 
Moodus  Mills  and  certain  property  in  Fall  River, 
and  .Samuel  B.  Chace  became  possessor  of  the 
\’alley  I'alls  property. 

At  this  change  in  the  affairs  of  the  brothers 
^Ir.  Harvey  Chace  took  in  with  him  in  the  busi- 
ness his  sons,  James  H.  and  Jonathan  Chace,  the 
three  forming  a new  corporation,  of  which  the 
father  was  president  and  the  sons  agents  and  treas- 
urers. The  pro])erties  of  the  firm  in  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Connecticut,  respectively,  the  Albion 
.Mills  and  the  Moodus  Mills,  have  continued  in  the 
Chace  name.  The  proi)rietors  of  the  .\lhion  Mills, 
located  in  .Mhion.  town  of  Lincoln,  R.  L,  are 
now  the  \’alley  Falls  Conq^any.  These  men  are 
manufacturers  of  cotton  goods.  The  Albion  Mills 
are  efiuipped  with  about  937  looms  and  40,000 
spindles,  have  the  best  of  water  i)rivileges  and  the 
latest  machinery. 

Mr.  Harvey  Chace  was  largely  connected  with 


ether  enterprises  and  interests.  While  a resident 
of  Fall  River  he  was  one  of  the  promoters  and 
corporators  of  the  I'all  River  Reservoir  Company, 
ami  subsequently  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
reservoirs  in  the  Blackstone  river.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Fall  River  Savings  Bank,  and 
a leading  spirit  in  surveying  and  opening  new 
roads  and  turnpikes,  namely  the  Fall  River  and 
Stone  Bridge  and  the  New  Bedford  Turnpike.  His 
foresight  as  a calculator  on  the  traveling  needs  of 
the  country  was  second  to  none  and  as  well  none 
surpassed  him  as  a surveyor  in  opening  new  routes. 
Mr.  Chace  also  was  a prime  mover  in  the  Paw- 
tucket Gas  Company.  He  was  active  in  laying  out 
the  Providence  & Worcester  railroad,  and  in  secur- 
ing the  course  of  the  southern  portion  of  it ; and 
was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  company.  He 
was  the  moving  spirit  in  securing  the  Alassachu- 
setts  and  Rhode  Island  railroads  connecting  Valley 
Falls  and  Franklin,  and  became  president  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  Chace's  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
old  Whig  party  and  then  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  earnest  and  active  in  the  cause  of 
anti-slavery  in  the  days  when  such  position  was 
most  unpopular.  His  home  was  one  of  the  stations 
on  the  old  “Underground  Railroad’’  of  the  day 
from  the  Southland  to  Canada.  He,  too,  was  ac- 
tive and  prominent  in  all  moral  reforms.  His  ex- 
ample and  voice  and  influence  did  much  for  the 
cause  of  temperance.  As  a young  man,  while  for 
a time  he  was  at  Hallowell,  Maine,  he  formed  the 
first  temperance  society  in  the  town,  if  not  in  the 
country.  He  did  much  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
the  communities  in  which  his  life  was  lived. 

The  religious  connections  of  Mr.  Chace  were 
with  the  Swansea,  Fall  River  and  Providence 
Monthly  Meetings,  the  Rhode  Island  Quarterly 
iMeetings,  and  the  New  England  Yearly  Meeting, 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  to  all  the  interests 
of  the  Friends  he  was  a liberal  contributor. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  Chace  and  his  wife 
Hannah  (Wood)  Chace  were:  Susan  B.,  born  Sept. 
25,  1825,  diefl  in  1833;  James  Hervey,  Nov.  12, 
1827;  and  Jonathan,  July  22,  1829.  Those  born  to 
the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Chace  were : Silas 
Earle,  born  March  7,  1836,  died  in  that  same  year ; 
and  Robert  Earle,  born  Jan.  21,  1838,  died  the  same 
year.  All  were  born  at  Troy  or  Fall  River,  Mass., 
e.xcept  the  last  named,  who  was  born  in  Tiverton, 
Rhode  Island. 

James  Hervey  Cii.-kce,  son  of  Harvey 
and  Hannah  (Wood)  Chace,  born  Nov.  12.  1827, 
in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  married  Nov.  7,  i860.  Lu- 
cretia  (Russell)  Gifford,  daughter  of  William  and 
Rhoda  (Tucker)  Gifford.  Their  daughter,  Camilla 
IL,  married  George  H.  Daven])ort,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Dorothea,  horn  Aug. 
12,  1886. 

The  first  school  which  Mr.  Chace,  as  well  as 
his  brother  Jonathan,  attended  was  a small  private 
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school  in  Fall  River,  taught  by  Sarah  Buffum,  a 
sister  of  the  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Chace,  and  who  her- 
self was  a most  admirable  and  capable  woman.  The 
brothers  were  educated  mainly  in  the  New  Eng-^ 
land  Yearly  Meeting  Boarding  School  in  Provi- 
dence, James  Hervey  going  there  in  1837,  re- 
maining some  years.  Among  their  school-mates 
in  the  latter  institution  were  Pliny  and  Thomas 
Chace,  who  became  eminent  educators,  both  presi- 
dents of  Haverford  College,  and  the  latter  a 
famous  Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew  scholar  and  one 
of  the  translators  of  the  Bible. 

Descending  from  a family  of  manufacturers  of 
cotton  goods,  young  Chace,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
was  instructed  in  that  line  of  business  under  the 
direction  of  the  father  and  uncle,  and  in  due  time 
they  became  associated  with  their  father  in  the 
business.  The  history  of  the  extensive  business 
•of  the  Chaces  having  been  previously  given  in  full, 
only  such  is  repeated  here  as  to  connect  Mr.  James 
Hervey  Chace  with  it  as  a partner.  On  the  division 
of  the  business  of  the  Chaces  in  1868  Mr.  Harvey 
Chace  became  owner  of  the  Albion  Mills,  Moodus 
Mills  and  certain  property  in  Fall  River,  at  which 
time  he  took  into  the  business  as  co-partners  his 
two  sons,  James  Hervey  and  Jonathan,  the  three 
forming  a new  corporation,  of  which  Mr.  Harvey 
Chace  was  president,  and  the  sons  agents  and 
treasurers.  This,  consisting  really  of  two  corpor- 
ations, has  since  been  known  as  the  Albion  Com- 
pany, the  owners  and  operators  of  the  mills  of 
which  are  now  J.  H.  and  J.  Chace.  The  Rhode 
Island  mill,  located  at  Albion,  in  Lincoln  and  Cum- 
berland, has  about  937  looms  and  40,000  spindles. 
It  is  on  one  of  the  excellent  water  privileges  and  is 
a modern  mill,  equipped  with  the  latest  machinery. 
Later  the  Valley  Falls  Mills  were  exchanged  for 
the  Albion  Mills,  the  corporate  names,  however,  be- 
ing retained,  so  that  now  the  Valley  Falls  Company 
own  the  mills  and  power  at  iMbion,  and  the  Albion 
Company  took  the  mills  and  village  of  Valley  Falls. 
The  mills,  water-proof  and  a small  part  of  the 
village  have,  since  1900,  been  owned  by  the  Samo- 
set  Company,  of  which  Jonathan  Chace  is  presi- 
dent, and  James  Hervey  Chace  vice-president. 
Until  the  organization  of  this  company  Mr.  James 
Hervey  Chace  was  actively  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing business,  but  since  that  time  he  has  been' 
engaged  in  looking  after  his  other  interests.  For 
thirty  years  he  has  been  a director  in  the  Mechanics 
National  Bank,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  its 
president;  in  1905  he  declined  a re-election,  but 
this  was  not  accepted.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank,  of  Providence.  For 
some  years  he  has  been  a director  in  the  Fireman’s 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  “Hope  and 
What  Cheer,”  the  Worcester  Manufacturers  Mu- 
tual and  the  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
He  has  been  a director  in  the  Providence  Tele- 
phone Company  since  its  inception,  and  is  now  the 
oldest  officer  in  the  company  and  the  only  living 


member  of  the  original  board  of  directors.  He  is 
president  of  the  Conanicut  Mills  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.  For  several  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Providence  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Chace  has  ever  been  a strong  advocate  of 
temperance,  and  was  once  the  nominee  of  the  Law 
Enforcement  party  for  governor.  He  is  a birthright 
member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  New 
England. 

(VI II)  Jonathan  Chace,  son  of  Harvey  and 
Hannah  (Wood)  Chace,  born  July  22,  1829,  in  Eall 
River,  Mass.,  married  Oct.  12,  1854,  Jane  C.  Moon, 
daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Haines)  Moon,  of 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  three  daughters  blessed 
the  union. 

Mr.  Chace  was  by  birthright  and  inheritance 
a Eriend,  coming  through  a long  line  of  ancestors 
of  that  faith,  and  his  education  in  main  came 
through  attendance  at  a school  of  that  Society,  in  the 
New  England  Yearly  Meeting  Boarding  School  in 
Providence,  and  at  the  Leicester  (Mass.)  Academy. 
His  school  days  over,  he  became  identified  with  the 
business  of  his  father  and  uncle,  manufacturers  of 
cotton  goods  as  described  above,  and  from  1849 
to  1856  he  was  in  the  dry-goods  commission  busi- 
ness in  Philadelphia.  Since  1868,  when  his  father 
became  the  owner  of  the  Albion  Mills  at  Albion, 
in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  and  the  Moodus  Mills,  in 
Connecticut,  Jonathan  Chace  and  his  brother  James 
Hervey  have  been  particularly  identified  with 
these  properties,  and  through  the  tact,  energy  and 
skill  of  this  family  of  manufacturers  they  have 
developed  a great  industry  and  established  a high 
reputation  in  the  commercial  world,  and  have  been 
abundantly  blessed  with  all  that  success  implies. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Chace  has  identified  himself  with 
various  industrial  and  other  enterprises,  including 
insurance  companies,  railroads,  savings  and  na- 
tional banks,  etc.  He  is  a director  in  the  Paw- 
tucket Gas  Company,  and  has  been  president  of  the 
Phoenix  Bank  for  about  twenty-five  years. 

IMr.  Cbace,  as  are  the  Friends  generally,  is  a very 
modest,  unassuming,  plain,  every-day  man,  though 
one  of  large  practical  commercial  experience,  skill- 
ful in  business,  of  pronounced  ability,  sound  judg- 
ment and  of  sterling  character— a clean-cut  man 
whose  advice  is 'often  sought  and  followed.  In 
the  midst  of  a busy  career  he  has  given  some  of 
his  time  to  the  demands  of  his  fellow-townsmen 
and  to  the  State  at  large,  serving  them  in  several 
public  capacities.  He  at  one  time  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  and  represented  his  town  in 
the  State  Senate.  As  a Republican  he  was  elected 
in  1880  from  his — the  Second — district  a member 
of  the  United  States  Congress  from  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  was  re-elected  in  1882,  serving  with 
marked  ability  and  dignity.  On  the  death  of  Sena- 
tor Henry  B.  Anthony,  in  September,  1884,  Mr. 
Chace,  in  January  following,  was  elected  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  a United  States 
senator,  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  de- 
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ceased  ; and  in  1888  he  was  re-elected,  for  the  full 
term  of  six  years.  This  position  he  resigned  in 
1889.  It  goes  without  saying  that  Air.  Chace’s 
public  career  in  both  branches  of  the  United  States 
Congress  was  just  such  as  his  friends  predicted  it 
would  be,  clean,  able  and  sound,  and  as  dignified 
as  his  courtly  bearing  and  commanding  presence 
assured — that  of  a gentleman  of  the  old  school. 
One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines  of  the  fore- 
going and  this  following  extract  to  judge  of  the 
man. 

(Jn  his  nomination  in  1880  for  Congressional 
representation  the  Pawtucket  Gazette  said  editor- 
ially, in  part : 

"While  we  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  State  and  District  demanded  the  re- 
turn of  Air.  Ballou,  we  are  glad  that  his  mantle  is 
to  fall  upon  such  worthy  shoulders.  Jonathan 
Chace  is  a man  upon  whom  the  whole  party  will 
tmite  with  an  earnestness  that  will  tend  to  win  sup- 
port from  intelligent  voters  of  the  other  side,  and 
his  nomination  is  all  the  more  acceptable  in  that 
it  is  the  best  example  of  the  office  seeking  the  man 
that  has  occurred  within  our  recollection.  With 
practical  views  as  a noted  and  leading  manufac- 
turer, ripe  legislative  experience  and  wise  political 
foresight,  coupled  with  the  courtly  dignity  and 
urbanity  eminently  befitting  a national  legislator 
according  to  the  old*  school  idea,  Jonathan  Chace 
as  our  representative  will  reflect  credit  upon  the 
party  and  honor  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.” 

And  on  Air.  Chace’s  election  to  the  United 
States  Senate  to  succeed  Air.  Anthony,  in  1885,  the 
Providence  Journal  of  Jan.  21st  of  that  year  said 
editorially : 

“Yesterday  the  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly responded  cordially,  heartily  and  willingly  to 
the  wish  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  by  electing  Hon.  Jonathan  Chace, 
of  Lincoln,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Henry  B. 
Anthony,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
rare  in  the  history  of  American  politics  that  a 
demand  for  public  service  has  been  so  weighty,  so 
unanimous,  so  representative  of  the  highest  inter- 
ests and  welfare  of  the  State,  and  so  thoroughly 
the  product  of  that  intelligent  and  unselfish  interest 
in  public  afifairs  upon  which  the  safety  of  republi- 
can institutions  depends.  When  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  became  reluctantly  aware  that  the  long  and 
honorable  career  of  Senator  Anthony  was  well  nigh 
over  by  reason  of  years  and  the  attacks  of  disease, 
and  were  compelled  to  consider  the  question  of  his 
possible  successor,  their  eyes  were  turned,  first  and 
foremost  from  among  the  many  who  would  serve 
the  State  well,  to  Jonathan  Chace,  who  in  the  com- 
paratively brief  term  of  his  service  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  shown  the  highest  ability  for 
the  public  service,  as  well  as  confirmed  the  record 
of  high  honor,  integrity  and  intelligence  earned  as 
a private  citizen.” 

To  Senator  and  Airs.  Chace  were  lx)rn  children 


as  follows:  Anna  Harvey,  born  Nov.  ii,  1856; 
Susan  A.,  born  Aug.  17,  1861,  who  died  Alarch  17, 
1868;  and  Elizabeth  AT,  born  Nov.  i,  1868. 

ARNOLD  BUFFUAI  CHACE,  Chancellor  of 
Brown  University,  President  of  the  Westminster 
Bank,  Treasurer  of  the  Valley  Falls  Company, 
and  a man  whose  name  is  also  well  known  among 
men  of  science,  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the 
family  in  America,  his  line  being  from  (I)  Wil- 
liam Chase,  through  (H)  Wfllliam  (2),  (HI)  Jo- 
seph, (IV)  Job,  (V)  Jonathan,  (VI)  Oliver  and 
(VH)  Samuel  B. 

( VH)  Samuel  B.  Chace,  son  of  Oliver  and 
Susanna  (Buffinton)  Chace,  born  Alarch  ii, 
1800,  in  that  part  of  Swansea,  Alass.,  that  became 
Somerset,  married  April  4,  1828,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Arnold  and  Rebecca  (Gould)  Buffum,  all 
of  them  being  of  Troy,  Alassachusetts. 

Air.  Chace  received  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  the  period  and  conditions  about  his  boy- 
hood afforded,  which  were  not  liberal.  W’hen  but 
a lad  he  began  working  in  the  cotton  mill  of  his 
father,  and  from  that  time  on  through  life  with  but 
short  intermissions  for  attendance  at  the  common 
schools,  he  was  personally  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  goods.  Like  his  brother  Harvey 
he  inherited  or  early  acquired  a taste  and  fondness 
for  everything  pertaining  to  a well-built  and  well- 
equippe(l  industrial  plant.  He  possessed  a sound 
practical  mind  and  that  love  for  mechanism,  for  the 
construction  of  machinery,  which  stood  him  in  good 
turn  for  the  business  that  he  made  his  life  work. 
In  about  1828  he  entered  into  manufacturing  at 
Fall  River,  as  an  owner,  he  then  being  a resident 
of  that  town,  associated  with  Air.  Joseph  C.  Luther, 
and  not  long  thereafter  with  the  same  partner,  and 
also  with  his  brother,  Harvey  Chace,  in  another  es- 
tablishment at  Grafton,  Alass.  The  financial  crisis 
of  1837  found  them  with  many  customers  to  whom 
they  had  sold  goods  who  were  unahle  to  meet  their 
obligations,  which  condition  so  cri[)pled  the  firm 
that  they  were  compelled  to  succumb  to  the  pressure 
of  the  times  and  to  stop  their  spindles,  and  com- 
promise with  their  creditors  by  paying  them  eighty 
cents  on  the  dollar.  When  the  .storm  was  over,  the 
Chace  brothers  ( the  third  partner  having  pre- 
viously dropped  out)  resumed  the  business,  remov- 
ing in  1839,  their  machinery  to  Valley  Falls.  They 
lived  in  the  town  of  Cumherland,  Rhode  Island, 
their  father  having  purchased  for  their  use  the  man- 
ufacturing property  on  the  Cuml^erland  side  of  the 
Blackstone  river ; and  through  their  enterprise,  in 
dustry  and  the  careful  attention  given  to  every  de- 
tail of  their  husiness  they  were  with  the  passing 
years  enabled  to  greatly  enlarge  their  operations. 
These  two  l)rothers  did  .Imsiness  under  the  firm 
name  of  H.  & S.  B.  Chace  and  became  residents  of 
Valley  Falls,  Samuel  B.  in  1839  and  Harvey  in 
1843,  from  that  time  on  were  largely  and  in- 
fluentially identified  with  the  intere.sts  of  that  sec- 
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tion.  On  the  death  of  their  father  in  1852,  the 
three  brothers,  Harvey,  Samuel  B.  and  Oliver 
Chace,  organized  the  Valley  Falls  Company  to  hold 
the  real  estate  left  them  by  their  father  and  located 
on  the  Cumberland  side  of  the  Blackstone  River,  and 
they  purchased  the  property  on  the  Smithfield  side 
of  the  Blackstone  River.  Later  on,  in  1854,  Messrs. 
H.  & S.  B.  Chace  bought  the  Albion  Mills,  and  by 
a division  of  the  properties  of  the  brothers  in  1868, 
Harvey  Chase  became  the  owner  of  the  Albion 
Mills,  and  certain  property  in  Fall  River,  and  Sam- 
uel B.  Chase  became  possessor  of  the  Valley  Falls 
property.  The  property  at  Albion  still  remains 
in  the  family. 

Referring  to  the  mechanical  turn  of  mind  of 
the  late  Samuel  B.  Chace,  and  that  for  construction 
of  buildings,  etc.,  'in  connection  with  manufactur- 
ing plants,  it  was  under  his  superintendence  that 
the  curved  stone  dam  across  the  Blackstone  river 
at  Valley  Falls  was  built  in  1852.  This  piece  of 
substantial  work  will  stand,  perhaps,  for  centuries 
as  a monument  to  his  thoroughness  and  methods. 
One  occurrence  in  the  business  careers  of  the 
Chace  brothers,  Harvey  and  Samuel  B.,  which  was 
always  a source  of  great  pleasure  to  them,  and  as 
well  evidenced  the  high  sense  of  honor  of  the  men, 
was  that,  years  after  their  financial  trquble  of 
1837,  when,  they  were  again  on  their  feet,  so  to 
speak,  they  searched  out  the  old  debts  of  the  con- 
cern which  had  long  since  been  settled  by  partial 
payment  and  paid  them  in  full,  principal  and  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  Chace  was  by  no  means  a selfish  man.  He 
lived  not  alone  for  self,  but  was  broad,  enterprising 
and  public-spirited.  He  loved  improvement,  ad- 
vancement, and  left  substantial  evidence  of  this. 
He  linked  his  name,  too,  with  the  great  moral  re- 
forms of  his  day,  supporting  cordially  the  tem- 
perance cause  and  that  of  prohibition.  He  was  an 
opponent  of  human  slavery  and  was  active  in  the 
anti-slavery  cause.  Said  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
in  part,  at  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Chace:  “It  is  an  easy 
matter  to  be  an  Abolitionist  at  the  present  day, 
because  it  is  to  be  on  the  winning  side.  But  it  was 
a different  affair  to  assume  that  title  only  ten  years 
ago.  Yet,  not  ten,  but  thirty-five  years  since,  our 
departed  friend,  in  the  darkest  and  stormiest  period 
of  the  Anti-»slavery  conflict,  gave  his  adhesion  to 
the  cause.  From  that  day  his  door  and  heart  were 
open  to  the  proscribed  advocates  of  the  oppressed ; 
and.  in  the  face  of  the  iniquitous  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  his  home  was  converted  into  a station-house 
on  a branch  of  the  underground  railroad,  running 
from  New  Bedford  to  Canada ; and  no  efforts  were 
wanting  on  his  part  to  make  it  a safe  retreat.  What 
a blending  of  moral  courage  with  rare  gentleness  of 
disposition !’’ 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Chace  and  Elizabeth 
Buffum  (born  Dec.  9,  1806)  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children : George  A.,  born  March  14.  1830, 
died  in  1839;  Adelia  B.,  born  Feb.  22,  1832,  died  in 


1839;  Susan  E.,  born  Nov.  19,  1834,  died  in  1837; 
John  G.,  born  July  28,  1837,  (lied  in  1842;  Oliver, 
born  Nov.  29,  1841,  died  in  1843;  Samuel  O.,  born 
Oct.  19,  1843,  died  in  1867;  Arnold  Buffum,  born 
Nov.  10,  1845  ; Elizabeth  B.,  born  Dec.  10,  1847 ! 
Edward  G.,  born  March  17,  1849,  died  in  1871  ; 
and  Mary  E.,  born  Jan.  4,  1852. ' Two  of  the  sons 
of  Mr.  Chace,  Samuel  O.  and  Arnold  B.,  were  lib- 
erally educated,  both  being  graduates  of  Brown 
University. 

Samuel  B.  Chace,  after  a most  useful,  success- 
ful and  well-spent  life,  was  called  to  his  reward 
Dec.  17,  1870.  Mrs.  Chace  died  Dec.  12,  1899. 

Arnold  Buffum  Chace,  son  of  Samuel  B.,  was 
born  in  Valley  Ealls,  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
Nov.  10,  1845,  and  received  his  primary  schooling 
chiefly  under  private  tutors  and  at  a boarding 
school  at  Hopedale,  Mass.  He  was  prepared  for 
college  by  private  teachers  and  in  1862  entered 
Brown  University,  graduating  therefrom  in  the 
class  of  1866,  taking  the  degree  of  A.  B.  After 
finishing  his  college  course,  he  spent  one  year  in 
study  in  the  chemical  department  of  the  Lawrence 
Scientific  School  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  Following 
this  he  spent  one  year  in  study  in  the  chemical 
laboratory  of  the  Ecole  de  Medicine,  Paris.  Upon 
his  return  home  he  taught  chemistry  and  j)hysics 
for  one  term  in  his  Alma  Mater.  He  then  went 
into  the  Agassiz  Museum  at  Cambridge,  under 
I’rof.  Shaler  for  a period  of  study.  He  has  been  a 
student  of  mathematics  all  his  life,  and  is  the 
author  of  a treatise  entitled  “A  Certain  Class  of 
Cubic  Surfaces  Treated  by  Ouarternions”  in  the 
Journal  of  .Mathematics.  Mr.  Chace  is  a member 
of  the  Review  Club,  formerly  the  Browning  Club, 
for  miscellaneous  study  and  research.  Of  this 
club  he  has  been  president  for  a number  of  years 
and  has  directed  its  work,  having  himself  con- 
tributed many  articles  on  mathematical  subjects. 
He  was  granted  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Sciences 
by  his  Alma  Mater  in  the  year  1892.  While  in  col- 
lege he  stood  second  in  his  class,  and  he  is  a man  of 
serious  habits  of  thought  and  character,  and  is  dis- 
tinctlv  intellectual.  In  1869  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, being  at  that  time  elected  treasurer  of  the 
Valiev  Falls  Company,  and  he  has  continued  in 
such  capacity.  He  was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
trustees  of  Brown  University  in  1876,  and  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  in  1882,  holding  the  latter  until 
1901.  On  Oct.  9,  1907,  he  was  elected  Chancellor 
of  Brown  University,  succeeding  the  late  William 
Goddard.  Since  1871  he  has  been  a director  of 
the  Westminster  Bank,  and  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent in  1894.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  National  Bank  of  North  .'\mer- 
ica. 

On  Oct.  24,  1871,  iMr.  Chace  was  married  to 
Eliza  Chace  Greene,  daughter  of  Christopher  A. 
and  Sarah  A.  Greene.  Four  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  namely:  Arnold  B.,  Jr.,  born  Aug. 
14,  1872;  Malcolm  Greene,  born  March  12,  1875; 
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Ivlargaret  Lilly,  born  Nov.  20.  1876;  and  Edward 
G.,  born  Oct.  16,  1882.  i\Ir.  Chace  bas  three  grand- 
children, A.  B.,  Jr.,  having  a son,  Jonathan ; Mal- 
colm G.,  a son,  Malcolm  G.,  Jr.,  and  a daughter 
Eliott. 

JOHNSON  (Providence  family).  The  name 
Tohnson  is  an  ancient  one  of  Rhode  Island,  as  the 
family  has  been  an  honorable  one  in  the  Common- 
wealtlrs  history.  John  Johnson  was  among  the 
hftv-nine  who  were  admitted  inhabitants  of  the  Is- 
land of  Aquidneck  in  1638.  There  died  in  1702  a 
John  Johnson,  of  Westerly,  whose  will  was  made 
there,  and  it  is  assumed  that  this  John  Johnson  is 
identical  with  the  John  Johnson  whose  children 
were : John,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Joseph,  Rebecca, 

Rachel,  Jonathan  and  Jonah,  the  births  of  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  of  record  in  the  old  Massachusetts 
town  of  Rehoboth,  as  those  of  John  and  Mary 
Johnson,  and  as  occurring  between  1663  and  1685. 
And  from  this  source  came  the  early  Johnsons  of 
M'esterly,  and  of  several  of  the  towns  created  out 
of  it,  largely  through  Joseph  Johnson  and  his  wife, 
barah  (Dolivan),  wdiose  children  were  Reuben, 
Stephen,  Sarah,  Joseph,  Gideon,  Daniel  and  Na- 
thaniel. 

Some  of  the  Johnsons  who  \vere  early  admitted 
freemen  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  as  of 
Colonial  record,  were:  John,  of  Newport.  1675; 
Elisha,  of  East  Greenwich,  1715  ; John,  of  War- 
wick, 1724;  Elkanah,  of  M'arwick,  1729;  Elisha,  of 
Warwick,  1732;  Joseph,  of  Charlestown,  1739;  and 
Elisha,  of  Newport,  1744. 

Since  long  prior  to  the  American  Revolution 
one  branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Johnsons,  which 
for  convenience  is  here  styled  the  Providence  fam- 
ily. because  of  the  long  and  honorable  record  there 
of  several  of  the  name  to  which  this  article  is  spe- 
cially directed,  has  been  a continuous  one  in  por- 
tions of  Kent  county,  where  the  name  has  been  a 
synonym  for  useful  citizenship  and  high  public 
service,  one  Benjamin  Johnson  becoming  an  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 
And  in  the  town  of  M’arwick  and  subsequently  at 
Providence  figured  prominently  the  late  Oliver 
Johnson,  Esq., a grandson  of  Hon.  Benjamin,  founder 
of  the  wholesale  drug  establishment  of  Oliver 
Johnson  & Company,  long  a member  of  the  city 
council  and  prominent  and  useful  in  citizenship  and 
conspicuous  in  i\Ia.sonry;  and  here,  too,  figured  the 
latter’s  son,  long  his  business  associate,  the  late 
Will  iam  S.  Johnson,  whose  son.  the  present  Edwin 
A.  Johnson,  now'  of  Providence,  of  the  firm  of  E. 
A.  Johnson  & Company,  is  worthily  wearing  the 
family  name  and  sustaining  the  family  reputation. 
Of  this  Greenwich  and  Warwick-Providence  family 
of  John.sons  there  is  a record  for  generations  in  the 
town  of  M’est  Greenwich  beginning  with 

(I)  Elisba  Johnson,  who  came  from  Wales.  He 
located  in  Ercnchtown,  East  Greenwich,  wdiere  he 
erected  a mill  and  engaged  in  fulling  and  sponging 


doth.  He  married  Deborah  Sprague,  who  died 
Jan.  12,  1772. 

(IT)  Isaac  Johnson  (son  of  Elisha),  then  of 
West  Greenwich,  was  married  Oct.  26,  1740,  to 
[Martha  Johnson,  of  East  Greenw'ich,  and  on  May 
5,  1744.  to  Audry  Spencer,  a descendant  of  Lord 
Robert  Spencer,  son  of  the  Second  Duke  of  [Marl- 
borough. On  child,  Martha,  w'as  born  to  the  first 
marriage,  Eeb.  12.  1742,  and  the  following  to  the 
second,  as  per  West  Greenwdeh  town  records : 
Nicholas,  born  July  4,  1745;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
8,  1746-47;  and  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  3,  1749. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Johnson,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Audry,  born  Feb.  3,  1749,  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Rhode  Island  for  many  years.  He  married 
Mary  Weaver,  born  June  28,  1752,  and  their  chil- 
dren of  West  Greenw'ich  town  record  were:  Elisha, 
born  May  4,  1773  (died  June  15,  1773)  ; Levi,  July 
13,  1774;  Elisha,  Dec.  15,  1775;  Isaac,  June  14, 
1784  (died  Feb.  27,  1785)  ; Deborah,  Jan.  7,  1786; 
Polly,  April  20,  1791  (died  March  10,  1792)  ; and 
Polly  (2),  March  4,  1793. 

(IV)  Elisha  Johnson,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
[Mary,  born  Dec.  15,  1775,  died  Sept.  19,  1852. 
He  married  May  12,  1792,  Asee  Albro.  daughter 
of  Sarah  Albro,  of  East  Greenwdeh,  Rhode  Island, 
and  their  children  of  West  Greenwich  town  record 
were:  Christopher,  born  Aug.  25,  1793:  Nehe- 
miah,  born  March  23.  1795;  Sarah,  born  July  14, 
1797;  and  Oliver,  born  June  14,  1799.  They  had 
seven  others,  namely:  Mary,  born  Dec.  27,  1801; 
Martin,  born  March  3,  1808:  Orrin,  born  Oct.  5, 
t8io;  Benjamin  W.,  born  Jan.  16,  1814:  Elisha, 
born  [May  i.  1818;  Emily,  born  Feb.  24,  1822;  and 
Harriet,  born  Feb.  7,  1824. 

(V)  Oliver  Johnson,  son  of  Elisha  and  Asee 
(Albro)  Johnson,  was  born  June  14,  1799,  in  West 
Greenw'ich.  R.  I.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  Wash- 
ington Academy,  at  Wickford,  Rhode  Island.  At 
the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  to  teach 
school,  and  thus  worked  his  way  through  the  acad- 
emy and  was  enabled  to  acquire  a good  education. 
He  continued  to  teach  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  having  taught  at  different  times  in 
Exeter.  East  Greenwich,  North  Kingstow'n  and 
Warwick,  being  quite  successful  as  an  educator  and 
in  tbe  management  of  schools  under  his  charge.  In 
1822  he  stopped  teaching,  and  w'ith  Whipple  A. 
Arnold  engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Cen- 
treville,  R.  I.,  the  firm  name  being  Arnold  and 
Johnson.  After  being  thus  associated  for  about 
two  years  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Arnold  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  alone. 
He  ne.xt  opened  a variety  store  in  a building  owned 
and  occupied  by  Dr.  Sylvester  Knight,  and.  having 
a desire  to  learn  the  drug  business,  added  drugs 
and  medicine  to  his  stock.  For  some  time  he  w'as 
assisted  by  Dr.  Knight,  and  studied  with  him  until 
he  had  acquired  a thorough  know'ledge  of  the  drug 
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business  at  CentrevilJe  until  1833.  A part  of  the 
time  while  there  he  kept  the  “Centreville  Hotel,” 
and  also  engaged  in  cotton  manufacturing  with 
John  J.  Wood.  In  April,  1833,  he  removed  to 
Providence,  where  he  ever  afterward  resided.  The 
same  year  of  his  removal  to  Providence  he  and  Dr. 
Knight  opened  a wholesale  drug  store  on  Weybos- 
set  street,  where  they  continued  until  the  death  of 
Dr.  Knight,  in  1841,  the  firm  style  being  Oliver 
Johnson  & Co.  The  stock  and  fixtures  of  dliis 
store  w'ere  then  sold  to  Grosvenor  & Chace,  of 
Providence,  and  he  afterward  opened  a store  for 
the  sale  of  drugs,  groceries,  cotton  goods,  and 
manufacturers’  supplies,  in  which  he  continued 
alone  and  succeeded  in  building  up  a large  and 
profitable  trade.  In  1846  he  removed  his  business 
to  No.  13  Exchange  street.  Providence.  In  conse- 
quence of  increased  trade  his  store  was  greatly  en- 
larged and  later  was  extended  through  to  Exchange 
place. 

In  1852  Mr.  Johnson  associated  with  him  in 
business  his  son,  the  late  William  S.  Johnson,  and 
the  firm  continued  as  Oliver  Johnson  & Son  until 
1859,  when  Benjamin  W.  Spink,  who  had  for  sev- 
eral years  been  in  IMr.  Johnson’s  employ,  was  also 
admitted  as  a partner,  and  the  business  has  since 
been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Oliver 
Johnson  & Co.  His  uprightness  of  character  and 
business  qualifications  won  for  him  the  esteem  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  caused  him  to  be  called 
upon  to  fill  various  public  positions.  He  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  notary  public  in  Warwick 
for  some  time,  in  1841,  1852,  1854,  1855,  1856,  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Providence,  and  for 
several  years  a member  of  the  school  board.  He  was 
* a representative  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1854,  1855  and  1857,  and  was  a member 
of  the  two  conventions  in  1841,  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drafting  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  He 
served  as  a director  in  several  insurance  com- 
panies ; was  a director  of  the  City  National  Bank 
of  Providence,  and  of  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank 
from  1864  until  the  time  of  his  death,  having  been 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  institution  in  1854. 

i\Ir.  Johnson  was  an  active  and  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  Free  Masons,  having  become  a 
member  of  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  12,  at  Coventry, 
R.  I.,  June  6,  1823.  Notwithstanding  the  religious 
and  political  persecution  to  which  the  Free  Masons 
were  subjected  during  the  anti-Masonic  movement, 
Mr.  Johnson  remained  firm  in  his  adherence  to  the 
order.  He  was  twice  called  before  the  church  of 
which  he  was  then  a member  to  answer  the  charge 
of  being  a Free  IMason,  but  the  charge  was  finally 
withdrawn.  He  received  all  the  degrees  in  ancient 
Masonrv  and  the  Order  of  Knighthood,  and  was 
honored  with  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
fraternity.  He  was  elected  Grand  iMaster  of  iMa- 
sons  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  in  1855" 
56  (Grand  Commander),  Eminent  Commander  of 
St.  John's  (Encampment)  Commandery.  in  1859: 
and  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 


Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  in  i860.  He  received  in 
all  forty-four  degrees  and  orders,  including  the  de- 
gress of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

On  July  6,  1816,  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Johnson  united  with  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  thereafter  was  a member  of 
the  Warwick  and  Coventry  Church,  with  which  he 
united  Sept.  5,  1824;  the  First  Baptist  Church  at 
Providence,  of  which  he  became  a member  Nov.  30, 
1837;  the  Ninth  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  10,  1847; 
and  the  First  Baptist  Church,  with  which  he  again 
united  Oct.  26,  1850:  he  served  with  efficiency  in 
various  church  relations. 

]Mr.  Johnson  was  twice  married,  first.  Sept.  4, 
1824,  to  Hannah  S.  Davis,  daughter  of  Ezra  D. 
and  Mehetabel  (Reynolds)  Davis,  of  Davisville,  R. 
I.  She  died  iMay  24,  1862,  aged  fifty-two  years, 
and  he  married  (second)  Feb.  23,  18*64.  Cordelia 
M.  Stanwood,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Jane  D. 
(Hamor)  Stanwood,  of  Ellsworth,  Maine.  Two  sons 
were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  William  Sullivan 
and  Edwin  A.,  the  last  named  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  for  many  years  a member  of 
the  standing  committee  of  the  Rhode  Island  So- 
ciety for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry, 
and  he  gave  considerable  attention  to  agriculture, 
having  for  a period  before  his  death  owned  a farm 
on  Cowesett  Bay,  in  Warwick,  R.  I.  In  1839  he 
purchased  a residence  on  Broadway,  Providence, 
where  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  20,  1892.  when  he  was  within  a month 
of  ninety-three  years  of  age. 

William  Sullivan  Johnson,  son  of  Oliver  and 
Hannah  S.  (Davis)  Johnson,  grew  up  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  father,  and  after  his  school  days  were 
over,  in  1852,  became  his  father’s  business  asso- 
ciate under  the  firm  style  of  Oliver  Johnson  & Son, 
and  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  Mr.  Benjamin  W. 
Spink  was  admitted  to  a partnership  in  1859,  when 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Oliver  Johnson  & Co.  It 
so  remained  during  the  lifetime  of  the  younger 
Johnson  and  still  remains  so. 

i\Ir.  Johnson  in  both  private  and  business  life 
w'as  an  exemplary  man.  straightforward  and  up- 
right to  the  highest  degree,  with  a heart  full  of 
charity  for  those  in  distress,  whom  he  was  ever 
ready  to  assist.  “Let  not  your  right  hand  know 
what  your  left  hand  doeth”  most  truly  applied  to 
Mr.  Johnson’s  bestowal  of  charity  and  assistance. 
He  was  a tender  husband,  a devoted  father  and  a 
true  friend. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  prominent  in  Masonry  and 
Odd  Fellowship,  particularly  the  latter.  He  was  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Commandery,  K.  T..  .St. 
John’s  Lodge.  A.  F.  & A.  IM..  and  Providence 
Royal  Arch  Chapter.  In  Odd  Fellowship  he  held 
the  rank  of  Grand  Representative  of  Rhode  Island, 
w'as  a member  of  Canonicus  Lodge,  No.  9,  and  of 
Moshassuck  Encampment.  No.  i.  and  had  filled  at 
different  periods  every  office  in  the  subordinate 
lodge  of  which  he  was  a member,  and  all  of  the 


ii6o 


RHODE  ISLAND 


important  offices  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Encampment.  For  more  than  half  his  life  he  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  advancement  and  development 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  which 
largely  owes  its  present  prosperity  in  Rhode  Is- 
land to  the  individual  efforts  of  l\Ir.  Johnson,  who 
was  always  foremost  in  every  work  that  promised 
l)enefit  to  the  order.  His  time  was  always  at  the 
disposal  of  Odd  Fellowship.  l\Ir.  Johnson,  too, 
was  a devout  and  practical  Christian  and  an  in- 
defatigable worker  in  the  L’niversalist  faith,  to 
which  he  held.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he  had 
been  a prominent  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Mediator,  holding  the  office  of  president  of  the  par- 
ish congregation,  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  for 
a number  of  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  the  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
had  for  years  devoted  his  time  to  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  welfare  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Johnson  died  at  his  home  in  Broadway, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  6.  1887,  when  in  the  sixty- 
first  year  of  his  age,  his  wife  and  two  children  sur- 
viving him.  He  married  Elizabeth  Christina  War- 
ner. and  to  them  were  born  two  children : ( i ) 

Josephine  Gardiner,  lx>rn  July  20,  1849,  Nov. 
4.  1905.  She  married  William  M.  Greene,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Howard  Johnson  and  Gert- 
rude Rugg.  The  latter  married  Theodore  F. 
Pevear,  who  is  now  advertising  manager  of  the 
Providence  Journal,  and  has  two  children.  William 
Wentworth  and  Theodore  F.  (2)  Edwin  Augustus, 
horn  Aug.  24.  1854,  married  Jan.  i,  1879,  Clara 
Idelle  Davis,  daughter  of  Henry  D.  Davis,  and  they 
have  had  three  children : Ethel  Augusta,  Florence 
Warner  and  IMildred. 

How.ard  Johnson  Greene,  son  of  William  IM. 
and  Josephine  Gardiner  (Johnson)  Greene,  was 
l)f)rn  Jan.  22,  1876.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Providence,  and  later  Brown  University  in  the 
class  of  1899.  He  is  a member  of  the  Delta  Kappa 
Epsilon  Fraternity.  In  September,  1893, 
Greene  became  a clerk  for  Oliver  Johnson  & Co., 
and  upon  his  return  from  college  in  1896,  entered 
actively  into  the  business,  on  Jan.  20,  1905,  being 
made  manager  for  Oliver  Johnson  & Company. 

On  June  8,  1898,  IMr.  Greene  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Isabele  Cook,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and 
they  have  had  two  children  ; Eleanor,  horn  June 
8,  1899,  who  died  March  4,  1900;  and  Denison 
Warner,  l)orn  Oct.  4,  1901. 

FITTS  (Seekonk-East  Providence  and  Provi- 
dence family).  The  forerunner — ^the  immediate 
Fitts  or  Fitz  ancestor — of  the  Bristol  countv.  Mass., 
family  of  the  name  was  Daniel  Fitts,  who  was  also 
the  immediate  ancestor  of  the  Connecticut  branch 
of  the  Fittses ; while  the  numerous  familv  of  the 
name  in  W'orcester  coiinty  sprang  from  Robert 
]''itts.  an  uncle  of  Daniel.  i)oth  of  Ipswich.  Alass., 
descendants  of  Robert  F'itts  or  iMtz.  from  whom 
also  sprang  in  maternal  lines  Daniel  \\'ehstcr  and 


the  distinguished  Choate  family  of  the  United 
States. 

In  what  is  now  the  town  of  East  Providence, 
R.  L,  formerly  the  town  of  Seekonk,  Mass.,  has 
lived  for  several  generations  a branch  of  the  family 
in  question — some  of  the  descendants  of  David 
Fitts,  of  Bristol  county.  Mass.  One  of  the  sons  of 
David,  the  late  Joseph  Bucklin  Fitts,  lived  his  long 
life  of  eighty-one  years,  with  little  exception,  in 
Seekonk,  East  Providence  territory,  a substantial 
man  and  useful  citizen.  He  so  reared  his  children 
as  to  perpetuate  worthily  the  family  name,  several 
being  leading  citizens  and  representative  and  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  their  respective  communi- 
ties, among  them  Joseph  D.  Fitts,  superintendent 
of  the  park  system  of  Providence ; David  B.  Fitts, 
formerly  assistant  city  engineer  of  Providence ; 
James  S.  Fitts,  chief  engineer  of  the  large  Wam- 
sutta  mills  in  New  Bedford,  Mass. ; and  Henry  L. 
Fitts,  proprietor  of  the  Darlington  Elevator  at 
Pawtucket.  Sketches  of  these  men  and  the  family 
history  and  genealogy  of  their  branch  of  the  Fitts 
familv  follow  in  chronological  order  from  the 
American  ancestor. 

(I)  Robert  Fitts  (Fitt  or  Fitz),  he  signing  his 
name  “Robert  Fitt,  Planter,”  says  tradition,  came 
from  England  in  1635,  settling  first  in  Ipswich. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  he  removed  with 
his  family  in  later  years  from  Salisbury,  Mass.,  to 
Ipswich.  He  probably  received  land  in  Salisbury 
in  the  first  division,  and  in  1640.  He  married 
Grace,  born  about  1603,  sister  of  Robert  Lord.  He 
died  in  Ipswich,  May  9,  1665,  and  his  widow  passed 
away  there  April  25,  1684.  Their  only  child  was 
Abraham. 

(II)  Abraham  Fitts,  son  of  Robert,  married 

(first)  May  16,  1655,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Simon 
Thompson,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.  She  died  June  5, 
1664,  and  he  married  (second)  Jan.  7,  1668,  Re- 
becca   , widow  of  Tyler  Birdley  or  Burley. 

Mr.  Fitts  received  land  in  Salisbury  in  1654,  and 
removed  thither  at  the  request  of  his  father-in-law. 
He  took  the  freeman’s  oath  in  1674.  He  was  im- 
pressed for  the  Narragansett  Expedition  in  1675. 
He  died  March  27,  1692,  leaving  a widow.  His 
children  were:  Abraham,  born  about  1655-56; 

Sarah,  born  Feb.  2T,  1657,  who  died  June  14,  1660; 
Robert,  born  March  31,  1660,  who  died  June  15, 
1661 ; Sarah,  born  March  15,  1661  (to  first  wife)  ; 
Robert,  born  May  28,  1670,  who  died  when  young; 
Richard,  born  Feb.  26,  1672;  and  Isaac,  born  July 
6,  1675  (to  second  marriage). 

(III)  Abraham  Fitts  (2),  soii  of  Abraham, 
born  about  1655-56,  married  (first)  Margaret 
Choate,  daughter  of  John  Choate.  She  died  Feb. 
28,  1692,  and  he  married  (second)  Jan.  9,  1693-94, 
Mary  Ross.  He  lived  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  and  died 
-4ug.  18,  1714.  His  widow  Mary  died  Aug.  16, 
1739.  liis  children  were:  Abraham;  Ebenezer, 
born  Aug.  5,  1685,  who  died  when  young;  Anna, 
born  Jan.  18,  T686-87;  Robert,  born  July  19,  1690; 


RHODE  ISLAND 


ii6i 


Margaret,  born  Jan.  25,  1692  (to  first  wife)  ; Mary, 
born  Jan.  8,  1695  ; Mercy,  born  March  3,  1696; 
Sarah,  born  March  15,  1698;  Samuel,  born  Aug. 
16,  1699;  John,  born  March  31,  1701;  Mary,  born 
March  13,  1703;  Ephraim,  born  Sept.  30,  1705; 
and  Ebenezer  (2),  born  April  12,  1708  (to  second 
wife). 

(IV)  Abraham  Fitts  (3)  married  (first)  Phebe 
Fuller,  their  intention  of  marriage  being  published 
March  3,  1722;  she  died  Aug.  25,  1739.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  Widow  Elizabeth  Cross,  their  inten- 
tion of  marriage  being  published  Nov.  18,  1739. 
Previous  to  1746  both  were  admitted  to  the  church 
in  Ipswich.  Mr.  Fitts  died  in  June,  1763.  His 
children — all  born  of  the  first  marriage — were  : 
Abraham,  born  Sept.  29,  1723,  who  died  Oct.  3, 
1727;  Daniel,  baptized  May  2,  1725;  Phebe,  bap- 
tized Oct.  6,  1728;  Mary,  baptized  Feb.  i,  1730; 
Abraham,  baptized  Jan.  23,  1732,  who  died  Sept. 
30,  1736;  James,  baptized  July  7,  1734,  who  died 
May  20,  1736;  Sarah,  baptized  March  21,  1736; 
and  Abraham  (2),  who  died  April  ii,  1738. 

(\')  Daniel  Fitts,  son  of  Abraham  Fitts  (3), 
baptized  May  2,  1725,  married  Dec.  15,  1750, 
Christiana  Smith.  Mr.  Fitts  removed  from  Ips- 
wich, -Mass.,  to  Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  after  living 
there  about  one  year  moved  with  his  family  to 
Ashford,  in  the  same  State,  in  1770,  buying  a farm 
of  360  acres  located  “about  one-half  mile  north- 
west of  the  old  meeting-house.”  It  was  bounded 
south  by  land  of  Col.  Thomas  Knowlton,  and  em- 
braced about  100  acres  of  the  farm  which  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  William  Knowlton  (father 
of  Col.  Thomas)  from  1748  to  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1753  ; and  it  is  a noteworthy  fact  that  about 
one  half  of  the  360  acres  was  owned  and  occupied 
successively  by  his  son  Sty)hen,  grandson  Stephen, 
Jr.,  and  granddaughter  Maria  (Fitts)  iMoseley 
from  1795  to  1889.  Daniel  Fitts  no  doubt  inher- 
ited his  great-grandfather’s  military  spirit,  as  he 
is  found  in  the  field  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  serving  for  ten  days  in  the 
Ashford  Company  of  Capt.  Thomas  Knowlton  on 
the  Lexington  Alarm  in  April,  1775,  it  being  the 
first  organized  body  of  troops  from  beyond  the 
State  to  arrive  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  Although 
fifty  years  of  age,  having  a wife  and  five  children, 
he  re-enlisted  May  6,  1775,  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Knowlton,  being  the  5th  Company 
of  the  3d  Regiment,  Israel  Putnam,  colonel.  He 
died  while  in  the  service  near  Boston,  Sept.  7. 
1775,  the  company  record  not  stating  whether  from 
wounds  received  in  conflict  or  from  disease,  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

To  Daniel  and  Christiana  (Smith)  Fitts  were 
born  children  as  follows;  Daniel,  Abraham,  Moses, 
Eunice,  Israel,  Stephen,  Solomon,  James,  David 
and  Lydia. 

(VI)  David  Fitts  was  born  July  T,  1767,  at 
Ipswich.  jMass.,  and  died  May  18,  1844.  During 
his  boyhood  he  was  apprenticed  to  a tanner.  Re- 


moving to  Providence,  he  worked  there  for  Colonel 
Abbott  until  he  bought  a house  and  land  on  the 
banks  of  Ten  Mile  river,  in  Seekonk,  Mass.,  where 
he  engaged  in  tanning  and  custom  shoemaking, 
also  cultivating  a small  farm.  He  was  a frank, 
honest,  open-hearted  man,  genial  and  happy  in  his 
social  relations  and  domestic  life.  He  fitted  his 
children  for  useful  and  prosperous  lives,  which  to 
an  unusual  degree  they  all  enjoyed.  A prompt  and 
regular  church-goer,  he  was  absent  from  Thanks- 
giving service  only  once  in  a period  of  fifty  years. 
His  health  was  so  rugged  that  he  never  needed  a 
physician. 

The  family  of  David  and  Delia  (Bucklin)  Fitts, 
of  Bristol  county.  Mass,  (the  marriage  of  the  par- 
ents being  of  Rehoboth  town  record  as  having  oc- 
curred there  Feb.  8,  1795),  comprised  children,  as 
per  Rehoboth  and  Seekonk  town  records,  as  fol- 
lows : Almira,  born  April  25,  1797,  who  married 
Dec.  23,  1827,  Joel  Whitaker;  Albert,  born  Ai)ril 
I,  1800;  Mary,  born  March  18.  1802,  who  married 
Nov.  8,  182T,  Simeon  Newton  Cutler;  James 
Smith,  born  Dec.  31,  1804;  David  Bucklin,  lx)rn 
iMay  10,  1807;  Charlotte  Delia,  born  Jan.  19,  1811, 
who  married  May  6,  1832,  Almond  O.  Bourne ; 
Charles  Harris,  born  April  30,  1813;  Abbie,  born 
April  13,  1815;  and  Joseph  Bucklin,  born  March 
14,  1818,  the  latter  two  being  of  Seekonk  record. 
The  mother  of  these  was  born  in  Rehoboth.  Mass., 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Jemima  Bucklin ; she 
died  April  30,  1861,  then  a widow,  aged  eighty-six 
years. 

(\TI)  Joseph  Bucklin  Fitts,  son  of  David  and 
Delia,  was  born  March  14,  1818,  in  that  part  of 
Seekonk,  Mass.,  which  is  now  the  town  of  Fast 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  here  with  the  exception  of  a 
year  or  so  his  long  life  was  passed.  He  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Newman  Congregational  Church 
there  April  3,  1842,  and  continued  to  worship  with 
that  congregation  until  the  time  of  his  death,  for 
a period  of  nearly  sixty  years.  From  his  youth  up 
through  a life  of  eighty-one  years  he  was  a pro- 
nounced— we  may  say  radical — temperance  man 
and  exerted  his  influence  for  the  good  of  that  cause. 
He  was  at  one  time,  along  in  the  late  eighties, 
chosen  a member  of  the  town  council  of  East 
Providence,  through  a coalition  of  the  Prohibition 
and  Democratic  parties.  His  occupation  through 
life  was  farming.  His  many  good  traits  of  charac- 
ter endeared  him  to  the  community  in  which  he 
lived  and  moved  so  many  years  and  he  was  held 
by  them  in  great  esteem  and  respect. 

On  Feb.  22,  1849,  Mr.  Fitts  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  H.  Dennis,  and  their  children  were : Jo- 
seph D.,  born  IMarch  16,  1850;  David  B.,  born 
April  21,  1853;  James  S..  Iwrn  March  ti.  1856; 
and  Henry  Lyman,  born  June  2.  i86t.  Elizabeth 
H.  (Dennis)  Fitts  -was  a descendant  of  Isaac  and 
]\Iarv  Allerton.  who  came  over  in  the  “Mayflower.” 

Mr.  Fitts  died  at  his  home  on  North  Broadway, 
in  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  IMarch  21,  1899,  aged 


II62 


RHODE  ISLAND 


eighty-one  years.  He  possessed  a robust  constitu- 
tion, and  up  to  almost  the  close  of  life  was  (piite 
active,  apparently  showing  little  diminution  in  his 
physical  powers  until  a few  months  before  the 
final  summons  came,  and  even  then  his  strong  con- 
stitution enabled  him  to  resist  disease  with  ten- 
acity. 

JosEi'ii  Dennis  Fitts,  son  of  Joseph 
Bucklin  and  Elizabeth.  H.  (Dennis)  Fitts,  and  su- 
perintendent of  the  park  system  of  the  city  of 
Providence,  was  born  i\larch  i6,  1850,  in  Seekonk, 
Mass.,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood,  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  when  the  family  moved  to  W ar- 
ren.  R.  L,  and  a year  later  to  East  Providence.  In 
1868  and  1869  he  attended  the  Pawtucket  high 
school,  and  in  iNIay,  18(39,  entered  the  office  of  the 
city  engineer  in  Providence,  for  the  succeeding 
three  years  applying  himself  rigidly  and  persist- 
ently to  studying  and  familiarizing  himself  with  the 
intricate  details  and  multitudinous  technicalities  of 
the  business.  His  professional  studies  being  com- 
jdeted,  he  was  appointed  assistant  engineer,  and 
during  his  course  of  civil  engineering  progressive 
ideas  characterized  all  his  work.  Erom  the  year 
1871  he  had  charge  of  the  public  parks  and  public 
buildings.  The  staking  out  of  the  city  hall,  fire 
stations,  police  stations  and  ward  rooms,  and  the 
erection  of  the  English  high  school  and  other  public 
buildings,  were  under  his  personal  supervision.  In 
March.  1892,  he  was  apjiointed  a member  of  the 
committee  on  Water  Supply  of  the  East  Providence 
fire  district,  and  secretary  of  the  Executive  commit- 
tee on  the  construction  of  the  East  Providence  fire 
district.  On  Oct.  i,  1896,  he  was  made  superin- 
tendent of  parks,  and  since  Aug.  22,  1903,  has 
also  been  secretary  of  the  park  commission.  His 
handiwork  in  Providence  has  gained  a reputation 
among  municipal  governments  in  the  direction  of 
modern  development  that  has  proved  far-reaching 
and  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial.  The  public 
institutions  and  buildings,  together  with  the  beauti- 
ful and  most  admired  Roger  Williams  park,  Black- 
.stone  park  and  Davis  park,  present  shining  ex- 
amples of  Mr.  Pitts’s  skill  as  a landscape  architect. 
The  twenty-four  parks  under  his  care  contain  a 
total  of  r)o8j4  acres,  and  the  metrojiolitan  park 
.system  will  eventually  add  about  thirty-six  miles  of 
boulevard  and  many  hundred  acres  of  park  land, 
including  lakes,  hills,  forests,  river  and  bay  shores, 
so  there  is  no  fear  that  Mr.  Fitts  will  become  an 
idle  man. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Fitts  is  a member  of  Mount 
\'ernon  Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Providence 
Chapter;  St.  John’s  Commandery  No.  i,  of  Provi- 
dence; and  Palestine  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 

On  Dec.  21,  1875,  he  married  iMary  Alice  Hunt, 
daughter  of  William  and  Anna  Hunt.  To  them 
have  been  born  two  sons:  Arthur  Herbert,  Nov. 
3.  1876,  and  William  Hunt,  Aug.  21,  1880. 

fVHI)  J.\MEs  Sumner  Fitts,  son  of  Joseph 
Bucklin  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Dennis)  Fitts, 


and  chief  engineer  of  the  Wamsutta  mills  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  was  born  in  Seekonk,  Mass., 
March  ii,  1856.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  East  Providence, 
the  Pawtucket  high  school,  and  the  Polytechnic 
School  at  Worcester,  ^lass.,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1874.  Eor  a year  he  was  employed  at  the 
Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works,  and  for  six  years 
was  a fireman  on  the  Boston  & Providence  rail- 
road. Eor  twelve  years  he  was  at  the  Corliss  works, 
most  of  the  time  engaged  in  erecting  engines  in 
different  ])arts  of  the  country.  Since  1892  he  has 
been  chief  engineer  of  the  Wamsutta  mills,  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  ]\Ir.  Eitts  is  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Providence, 
\Vhat  Cheer  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  in  Providence,  the  Cood  Fellows  and 
Kniglits  of  Malta  in  New  Bedford,  and  of  the 
North  Congregational  Church,  of  Providence. 

On  Jan.  14,  1880.  i\Ir.  Fitts  married  Lucy 
IMarion  Britton,  daughter  of  Nelson  W.  Brit- 
ton, of  Rumford,  R.  I.,  and  to  them  have 
come  three  children : Helen  Estelle,  born 

Eeb.  14.  1882;  Ethel  Marion,  born  Jan.  14,  1883, 
who  is  now  a stenographer  for  the  Whitney  Law 
Corporation  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. ; and  Herbert 
Sumner,  born  Nov.  6,  1885. 

(VIII)  Henry  Lyman  Fitt.s,  proprietor  of 
the  Darlington  Elevator  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  was 
born  June  2,  1861,  in  Seekonk,  ]\Iass.,  son  of  Jo- 
seph Bucklin  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Dennis)  Pitts. 
His  early  school  days  were  passed  in  East  Provi- 
dence, and  later  he  attended  the  Bryant  & Stratton 
Commercial  College  in  Providence.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  Aug.  i,  1880,  he  began  his  business 
life  in  Pawtucket  with  George  Kent,  in  the  grain 
elevator  business,  and  remained  with  him  seventeen 
years.  His  success  came  through  years  of  close 
application  to  his  work,  and  in  1897  he  became  the 
projirietor  of  the  Darlington  Grain  Elevator,  to 
which  he  has  since  devoted  all  his  energy,  and  he 
has  built  up  one  of  the  leading  commerical  houses 
of  its  line  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Pitts  is  a member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  10, 
A.  b'.  & A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Chapter,  No.  4,  and 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  and  of  Palestine 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  VI.  S.  In  his  religious  con- 
nections he  is  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Congre- 
gational Church. 

On  April  28,  1885,  Air.  Fitts  was  married  in 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  to  Miss  Susie  M.  Polsey,  daugh- 
ter of  George  E.  and  Harriet  A.  (Richards)  Pol- 
sey, and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children : 
Una  Augusta,  born  Oct.  17,  1886;  George  Henry, 
Sept.  14,  1890;  Joseph  Abner,  Dec.  3,  1893;  and 
Ruth  Imogene,  Jan.  21,  1895. 

P.  h'RANCIS  WALKER,  AI.  D.,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  physicians  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  was  born  July  30,  1859,  at  Dighton, 
Alass.,  son  of  Xehemiah  and  Emily  A.  (Bliss) 
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\\'alker,  and  a descendant  of  an  old  and  honored 
Dighton  family. 

Dr.  Walker  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Taunton,  Mass.,  and  the  Bristol  Academy,  and  in 
i88i  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
Boston  University.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence and  located  in  practice  on  Cranston  street, 
where  he  has  since  continued  with  much  success. 
Dr.  Walker’s  professional  skill  has  brought  him  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  and  his  sterling  traits 
of  character  have  won  him  a large  circle  of  personal 
friends.  He  is  a member  of  the  Homeopathic  So- 
ciety, is  a thirty-second-degree  Mason  and  a 
Shriller,  and  is  connected  socially  with  the  Pom- 
ham,  West  Side  and  Automobile  Clubs.  He  has 
taken  a deep  interest  in  educational  affairs  and  for 
eighteen  years  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Providence  school  committee. 

Dr.  Walker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hubbard,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, namely : Hope,  Roger  Clinton  and  Helen. 

STEPHEN  WATSON  GRIEEIN  (deceased), 
for  many  years  a most  able  and  efficient  official  of 
the  town  of  Coventry,  and  a man  and  citizen  of  the 
highest  type,  sprang  from  an  old  and  honored 
Rhode  Island  family. 

Robert  Griffin,  the  first  of  whom  there  is  record 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  of  Newport,  where  he  was 
made  a freeman  in  1655  and  a commissioner  in 
1656.  His  son  Benjamin  was  one  of  those  who 
had  granted  them,  (3ct.  31,  1677,  5,000  acres  of 
land,  at  which  time  he  was  a resident  of  Newport. 
Erom  these  descended  another  Benjamin,  born  Dec. 
14,  1798,  who  married  Elizabeth  Gardiner,  born 
March  31,  1798,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Gardiner  of  South  Kingstown.  He  was  an  agricul- 
turist all  of  his  life  in  Cranston  and  Eoster,  R.  I., 
and  died  April  20,  1879,  in  Foster.  His  wife  passed 
away  Oct.  14,  1851.  Their  children  were:  Nicho- 
las, born  Dec.  22,  1822,  died  the  same  day;  Benja- 
min, born  Jan.  2,  1824,  died  April  20,  1879;  Joseph, 
born  Jan.  25,  1825,  died  March  25,  1900;  Stephen 
Watson,  born  Aug.  3,  1826,  died  Aug.  12,  1903; 
Lewis,  born  May  21,  1828,  died  March  10,  1836; 
Thomas  was  born  Sept.  25,  1829;  Elizabeth,  born 
Sept.  25,  1831,  died  Aug.  25,  1836;  Gardiner  W., 
born  March  19,  1833,  died  July  18,  1869 ; Mary  A., 
born  April  22,  1835,  married  Henry  Crossman,  and 
one  of  their  daughters  resides  in  Pawtucket : Wil- 
liam W.,  born  June  18,  1837,  removed  to  California, 
where  five  of  his  children  reside,  William  W.,  Jr., 
Joseph  T.,  Agnes  I.,  Mary  E.  and  Frank  H. ; George 
A.,  born  April  4,  1839,  died  Alarch  31,  1842;  Abby 
A.,  born  May  21,  1841,  died  March  14,  1901,  the 
wife  of  Wheaton  Sweet.  None  of  these  left  de- 
scendants other  than  mentioned  except  Thomas, 
whose  son.  Dr.  Clifton  Griffin,  is  a well-known 
physician  of  Providence ; and  Gardiner  Wh,  who 
married  Hannah  Champlain,  sister  of  the  wife  of 
Stephen  W.  Their  son,  Gardiner  W.,  Jr.,  was  born 
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April  29,  1869,  died  IMay  27,  1886.  He  was 
reared  by  his  uncle,  Stephen  W.,  and  was  a young 
man  of  much  promise.  After  the  death  of  the 
mother  of  the  children  mentioned,  the  father,  Ben- 
jamin, married  (second)  Sarah  S.  Austin,  who 
died  in  1904. 

Stephen  Watson  Griffin  was  born  in  Exeter,  R. 
I.,  Aug.  3,  1826.  In  his  youth  he  displayed  more 
than  ordinary  strength  of  mind,  and  doubtless,  had 
he  lived  in  a later  day,  when  education  was  less  a 
matter  of  financial  outlay,  he  would  have  achieved 
an  even  more  signal  success. in  any  walk  of  life  for 
which  his  capabilities  fitted  him.  In  his  boyhood 
the  family  removed  to  Cranston,  R.  I.,  where  they 
remained  until  Stephen  was  about  fourteen  years 
old,  when  they  became  residents  of  Foster,  R.  I. 
During  his  youth  he  was  variously  occupied  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  began  tbe  battle  of  life 
equipped  with  a sturdy  and  vigorous  constitution,  a 
resolute  will,  energy,  industry  and  perseverance. 
Having  been  reared  on  a farm,  his  drift  was  nat- 
urally in  the  direction  of  agricultural  pursuits  and 
for  several  years  he  was  thus  employed,  working  for 
others  in  the  summer  seasons  and  attending  school 
in  the  fall  and  winter.  By  study  and  application 
he  gained  something  more  than  an  ordinary  mast- 
ery of  the  English  branches  and  fitted  himself  to 
take  charge  of  a neighboring  school,  which  he  pre- 
sided over  for  several  years,  in  the  meantime  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  brickmaking.  He  had  always 
manifested  a keen  interest  in  public  matters  and 
had  high  ideals  regarding  the  requirements  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  public  trusts,  and  bis  ability 
and  interest  were  recognized  in  his  election,  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  town 
of  Coventry  and  clerk  of  the  Probate  court.  He 
abandoned  his  trade  and  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  serving  the  public,  and,  as  he  was  re-elected 
year  after  year  he  gave  to  the  people  of  Coventry 
not  only  his  ability,  his  learning  and  careful  and 
conscientious  service,  but  the  best  years  of  his  life. 
Had  he  chosen  another  path,  he  would  have  pur- 
sued it  with  the  same  zeal,  industry  and  intelligent 
effort,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  would  have 
ranked  among  the  State's  most  successful  men  in 
the  matter  of  accumulation  of  property ; but  while 
he  left  to  his  family  a fair  competency,  his  good 
name,  his  integrity,  rigid  honesty,  and  the  fond  re- 
membrance entertained  for  him  by  his  hundreds  of 
friends,  represent  to  them  a far  greater  value  than 
riches.  In  every  capacity  of  public  or  private  trust 
he  gave  the  best  that  was  in  him.  For  twelve  years 
he  was  clerk  of  the  school  committee  of  Coventry 
and  did  much  to  advance  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  community.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  of  Anthony  Lodge,  No.  21,  I. 
O.  O.  F.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Sterling,  Conn., 
but  during  his  long  residence  at  Washington  vil- 
lage. in  the  town  of  Coventry,  he  attended  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  ]\Ir.  Griffin  died 
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Aug-.  12,  1903,  interment  being  made  at  Pine  Grove 
cemetery.  A friend  of  many  years  writes  of  him : 

“The  many  years  of  official  life  spent  by  Stephen 
Watson  Griffin  in  Kent  county  define  an  era  in  its 
history.  He  left  an  example  of  official  purity  and 
personal  integrity  ivorthy  of  emulation  for  all  time. 
He  was  not  a politician  according  to  the  construc- 
tion of  that  term  in  these  days  of  corruption,  mis- 
rule and  mal-adniinistration.  When  elevated  to  po- 
sitions of  public  honor  and  trust  he  was  chosen  be- 
cause of  his  signal  fitness  for  the  place  and  he  dis- 
charged its  duties  with  punctilious  fidelity  and 
scrupulous  regard  to  his  conscience  as  well  as  to  hii 
official  obligations.  His  official  and  private  reputa- 
tion was  without  a stain.  His  public  records  are 
models  of  methodical  system,  aptness  and  exact- 
ness. His  penmanship  is  in  the  perfection  of  the 
art,  each  word  a lithograph  and  as  symmetrical  as 
the  scrivener's  of  old  who  after  a long  life  of  de- 
votion to  his  art  died  with  the  King’s  syllables  upon 
his  pen.  A promise  with  him  was  equivalent  to  its 
fulfillment.  Honesty  was  inscribed  upon  his  shield 
— it  was  the  rule  of  his  life.”  Mr.  Griffin  was  clerk 
of  the  town  of  Coventry  for  thirty-nine  years  and 
his  hope  and  ambition  was  to  round  out  the  com- 
plete two  score. 

In  1852  INIr.  Griffin  married  Adeline  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Hazard  Champlain,  who  was  of  Exeter  and 
was  born  in  1788.  Her  mother  was  Sarah  Youngs, 
and  their  children  besides  iMrs.  Griffin  were:  Han- 
nah, who  married  Gardiner  W.  Griffin,  brother  of 
Stephen  W..  and  Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Phillips  and  resides  at  Anthony,  R.  I.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  were  born  two  daughters: 
Ella  Frances,  born  July  29,  1855,  and  Sarah  E., 
born  July  7,  1857.  Mrs.  Griffin  and  her  daughters 
reside  at  the  family  home  at  Washington  village, 
where  they  enjo)^  the  esteem  and  regard  of  all 
whose  pleasure  it  is  to  know  them.  Mrs.  Griffin 
and  her  daughters  attend  the  Baptist  Church. 

Ella  Frances  Griffin,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
late  Stephen  Watson  Griffin,  was  born  in  Coventry 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  taught  for 
fifteen  years  in  the  public  schools  of  Coventry.  She 
is  a lady  of  cultivated  mind  and  intelligence  and  is 
much  devoted  to  her  mother  and  sister. 

Sarah  E.  Griffin,  the  youngest  daughter,  was 
also  educated  iu  the  public  schools  of  Coventry  and 
for  over  thirty  years  was  assistant  to  her  father  as 
clerk  in  the  town  clerk’s  office  of  Coventry.  For 
two  years  she  was  assistant  to  her  father’s  succes- 
sor in  that  office.  She  is  known  as  a lady  of  ability 
and  culture  and  like  her  sister  is  much  devoted  to 
her  mother. 

CAPT.  JAMES  COFFIN  (deceased),  of 
Warren.  Among  the  citizens  of  Warren  of  the 
past  one  whose  memory  is  cherished,  whose  life 
was  so  lived  as  to  win  and  hold  through  an  un- 
usually long  career  a warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his 
fellow  associates  and  citizens,  and  whose  memory 


it  is  desired  should  be  perpetuated,  was  the  late 
venerable  Capt.  James  Coffin,  whose  death  oc- 
curred at  his  home  on  State  street,  Warren,  R.  I., 
Dec.  15,  1869,  when  he  was  full  of  years  and  good 
deeds,  having  reached  fourscore  and  one  years. 

While  Captain  Coffin  was  only  a Rhode  Is- 
lander by  adoption,  having  been  born  Dec.  23, 
1788,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  he  came  to  this 
State  in  early  life  and  soon  became  and  ever  con- 
tinued a full-fledged  citizen  thereof,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  all  that  affected  her  welfare.  Captain 
Coffin  for  many  years  followed  the  seas  success- 
fully, and  in  time  had  considerable  interests  in 
Warren  to  which  place  he  retired  from  his  active 
business  life.  He  was  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  the  town. 

In  the  Warren  Gazette  of  Dec.  24,  1869,  ^P“ 
peared  the  following  tribute  over  the  initial  “G.”  to 
the  memory  of  Captain  Coffin : “In  the  sudden 
decease  of  our  fellow-townsman,  the  late  James 
Coffin,  we  feel  that  death  has  bereft  us  of  an  up- 
right citizen,  a genial  friend,  a thoroughly  honest 
man.  Ranking  among  the  oldest  of  our  venerable 
citizens,  he  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  active 
life  in  maritime  pursuits,  and  other  business  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  his  town.  Whether  as 
shipmaster  or  owner,  and  in  whatever  business  en- 
gaged, he  is  believed  to  have  dealt  honorably  and 
justly  in  the  accumulation  of  a comfortable  fortune 
as  the  reward  of  persevering  industry  and  com- 
mendable frugality.  In  the  responsibilities  and 
duties  of  good  citizenship  Captain  Coffin  appeared 
favorable  in  the  community.  With  a lively  interest 
in  local  affairs,  he  also  evinced  an  earnest  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  State  and  nation  when  recreant 
forces  conspired  to  their  overthrow. 

“In  the  relations  of  neighbor  and  friend,  with 
gentlemanly  deportment,  he  seemed  ever  mindful 
of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others,  well  illustrat- 
ing the  inspired  sentiment  of  the  Golden  Rule. 
Unostentatious  of  charity,  his  benevolent  disposi- 
tion prompted  very  many  expressions  of  kindness 
and  sympathy  toward  those  who  were  in  perplexity 
of  business  or  of  personal  suffering.  He  was  a 
friend  to  the  widow  and  orphan.  Prominent  in 
])hilanthropic  associations  and  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, he  was  also  the  honored  president  of  our 
Institution  of  Savings  from  the  date  of  its  incor- 
poration. Amiable  in  disposition,  prudent  in 
speech  and  act,  devout  in  the  Christian  faith,  a 
good  man  has  gone  to  his  rest.” 

Captain  Coffin  was  married  to  Bathsheba  Bus- 
bee,  of  Warren,  born  Jan.  6,  1789,  daughter  of 
James  Bushce.  She  survived  her  husband  and  died 
at  the  homestead,  Jan.  3,  1874,  and  their  remains 
lie  in  the  South  burial  ground  at  Warren.  Having 
no  children  of  their  own,  they  gave  a home,  at  an 
early  age,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Paine,  a native  of 
Smithfield.  upon  whom  they  bestowed  every  care 
and  affection  and  whose  love  and  devotion  for 
them  in  their  declining  years  many  times  repaid 


RHODE  ISLAND 


their  kindness  to  her.  Miss  Paine  is  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Cyrena  (Mowry)  Paine,  and  occupies 
the  Coffin  homestead  at  Warren.  The  excellent 
portrait  of  Captain  Coffin  herewith  shown  is  repro- 
duced through  the  co-operation  of  Miss  Paine. 

ABBOT.  Pew  of  the  early  settlers  of  New 
England  have  given  to  the  country  a greater  num- 
ber of  men  of  achievement  than  has  George  Ab- 
bot, of  Andover,  Mass.  From  him  have  sprung 
men  of  scholarly  attainments  and  advanced 
thought,  who  as  educators  and  authors,  and  as 
well  with  others  of  the  learned  professions,  have 
left  their  impress  upon  the  times  in  which  they 
lived.  Such  names  as  Benjamin  Abbot,  LL.  D., 
first  principal  of  Phillips  Academy;  Revs.  Jacob 
and  John  S.  C.  Abbott,  of  Roxbury,  prolific  writ- 
ers who  gave  to  the  children  many  loved  compan- 
ions in  their  books,  among  which  are  the  Rollo 
Series ; and  among  many  others  the  present  Dr. 
Lyman  Abbott,  of  New  York,  the  distinguished 
clergyman  and  author,  will  long  live  in  the  annals 
of  their  country'.  It  is  not  the  purpose  here,  how- 
ever, to  follow  the  general  Abbot  family,  but  briefly 
to  refer  to  the  Warren,  R.  I.  branch,  which,  like 
the  Perry'  family'  of  the  Commonwealth,  has  been 
distinctly  a naval  family. 

From  George  Abbot  referred  to  in  the  forego- 
ing, the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  late  Commodore 
Joel  Abbot,  some  of  whom  are  as  yet  at  the  home- 
stead in  Warren,  are  descendants  in  the  seventh 
generation,  their  lineage  being  through  Corporal 
Benjamin  Abbot,  Benjamin  Abbot  (2),  Capt.  Ben- 
jamin Abbot,  Joel  Abbot  and  Commodore  Abbot. 

(I)  Of  the  several  Abbots  that  early  came  to 
New  England,  George  Abbot,  of  Andover,  Mass., 
has  the  most  prominent  and  numerous  descendants. 
He  is  said  to  have  come  from  Yorkshire,  England, 
about  1640;  and  after  living  at  Roxbury  awhile, 
came  to  Andover,  Mass.,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
settlers  and  founders  as  early  as  1643.  He  culti- 
vated the  soil  and  lived  on  the  farm  latterly  owned 
by  John  Abbot,  of  the  seventh  generation,  the 
house  being  a garrison.  Mr.  Abbot  married  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  William  and  Annie  Chandler,  of 
Andover  (formerly  of  Roxbury),  Dec.  12,  1646, 
both  said  to  have  come  to  America  on  the  same 
ship.  Mr.  Abbot  died  in  Andover  Dec.  24,  1681, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His  wife  survived  him,  re- 
married, and  died  June  ii,  1711,  aged  eighty-two. 
Their  children,  born  in  Andover,  were;  John,  Jo- 
seph, Hannah,  Joseph,  George  (2),  William,  Sarah, 
Benjamin,  Timothy',  Thomas,  Edward  and  Eliza- 
beth, all  born  between  1648  and  1674,  inclusive. 

(II)  Capt.  Benjamin  Abbot,  born  Dec.  20, 
1661,  in  Andover,  married  April  22.  1685,  Sarah 
Farnum,  of  Andover.  Mr.  Abbot  was  a carpenter, 
and  lived  near  the  Shawsheen  river,  in  Andover. 
He  was  an  active  and  respected  citizen,  and  died 
March  30,  1703.  His  wife  survived  him,  and  was 
living,  his  widow,  in  1724.  Their  children,  all  born 
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in  Andover,  between  1686  and  1694,  were:  Ben- 
jamin, Jonathan,  David  and  Samuel. 

(III)  Benjamin  Abbot,  bom  July  i,  1686,  in 
Andover,  married  (first)  Dec.  24,  1716,  Elizabeth 
Abbot,  daughter  of  George  (2)  ; she  died  Sept.  3, 
1718,  and  he  married  (second)  Oct.  23,  1722,  Mary 
Carlton.  She  died  Jan.  19,  1726,  and  he  married 
(third)  June  25,  1729,  Abigail  Abbot.  Mr.  Abbot 
was  a farmer  and  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  in  An- 
dover. He  died  Nov.  26,  1748,  and  his  widow, 
Abigail,  died  Dec.  5,  1753.  His  children  were : 
Sarah,  Benjamin,  Martha,  Daniel,  Abigail,  Mary, 
Abigail  (2),  Abiel,  Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Anna,  Joel 
and  Dorcas,  all  born  between  1718  and  1744,  in- 
clusive. 

(IV)  Capt.  Benjamin  Abbot,  born  Oct.  21, 
1723,  in  Andover,  married,  April  2,  1747,  Eliza- 
beth Abbot,  daughter  of  George  (3).  He  was  a 
farmer  and  lived  in  Andover  until  after  1754, 
when  he  removed  to  Hollis,  N.  H.  He  died  Jan. 
5,  1770-  Their  children  were:  Benjamin,  born  in 
April,  1748;  Benjamin  (2),  born  April  ii,  1749; 
Elizabeth,  Eeb.  22,  1751;  Samuel,  April  13,  1753; 
Alary,  Dec.  31,  1754;  George,  Dec.  29,  1755;  Joel, 
Dec.  4,  1757;  Jacob,  April  12,  1760;  and  Alary'. 

(V)  Joel  Abbot,  born  Dec.  4,  1757,  married 
Lydia  Cummings,  and  lived  in  Westford,  Mass. 
He  died  April  12,  1806,  and  Mrs.  Abbot  died 
Alarch  5,  1813.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth, 
born  Jan.  22,  1787,  married  R.  Jonathan  Cogswell, 
and  died  April  30,  1837;  Joel,  born  June  29,  1789, 
died  the  same  day;  Lydia,  born  Nov.  29,  1790, 
died  Aug.  20,  1791  ; Joel  (2)  was  born  Jan.  18, 
1793;  Walter,  born  Sept.  17,  1795,  was  a midship- 
man on  the  "Chesapeake”  under  Capt.  James  Law- 
rence, and  in  the  fight  with  the  British  frigate 
"Shannon,”  was  severely  wounded,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  died  July  12,  1825,  at  that  time  holding 
the  rank  of  lieutenant;  Lydia,  born  July  5,  1798, 
married  Daniel  W.  Lord ; Alary  P.,  born  Nov.  23, 
1801,  died  in  1831  ; and  Isaac  Houghton,  born  Jan. 
18,  1804,  served  for  a short  time  as  midshipman  in 
the  navy. 

(VI)  Joel  Abbot,  born  Jan.  18,  1793,  in  West- 
ford,  Alass.,  married  (first)  Jan.  i,  1820,  Alary 
Wood,  of  New'buryport,  Alass.,  born  Jan.  20,  1796. 
She  died  April  15,  1821,  and  he  married  (second) 
Nov.  29,  1825,  Laura,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Abigail  (Aliller)  Wheaton,  born  Alarch  15,  1801. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  war  of  1812,  June 
15th  of  that  year,  young  Abbot  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshi]Mnan  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  He  was  attached  to  the  frigate  "Presi- 
dent,” commanded  by  Commodore  Rogers,  and 
later  became  the  latter’s  aid  and  signal  officer.  He 
became  a prisoner  of  war,  taken  while  in  charge  of 
a prize,  and  after  being  released  was  appointed  to 
service  under  Commodore  AIcDonough,  on  Lake 
Champlain.  Here  he  was  commissioned  by  th^t 
commander,  and  ordered  to  go  to  a designated 
point  and  destroy  a quantity  of  masts  and  spars 
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which  were  to  be  used  by  the  British  in  fitting  out  the 
naval  force  with  which  their  object  was  to  attack 
the  Americans.  In  this  hazardous  undertaking  he 
was  successful,  but  such  were  the  handicaps  he 
met  with  in  the  project,  that  he  never  fully  recov- 
ered from  the  effects.  In  the  naval  engagement  on 
Lake  Champlain,  which  occurred  not  long  there- 
after, young  Abbot  bore  an  active  and  honorable 
part,  and  for  his  bravery  was  promoted  (April  i, 
i8i8)  to  a lieutenancy,  and  presented  with  a sword 
by  the  Lhiited  States  Congress.  For  a period  com- 
mencing in  i8i8,  he  cruised  on  the  Mediterranean 
as  an  attache  to  the  “Guerriere.”  He  next  served 
on  the  “Alligator,”  on  the  African  coast,  and  was 
successful  in  bringing  to  Boston  a Portuguese  pirate 
ship,  which  had  been  taken  off  the  African  coast. 
His  efforts  in  exposing  a series  of  stupendous  frauds 
in  the  navy  yard  attracted  the  attention  and  secured 
the  commendation  of  the  Department.  He  was 
made  commander  in  1838.  In  1843  he  took  com- 
mand of  the  “Decatur,”  one  of  Commodore  Perry’s 
African  squadron.  While  at  Cape  Palmas,  he 
learned  that  Bishop  Payne  was  in  imminent  dan- 
ger at  Cavalla,  and,  promptly  sailing  to  his  aid, 
was  instrumental  in  saving  him  from  a force  of 
500  armed  natives.  His  conduct  on  the  African 
coast  was  warmly  commended  by  Commodore 
Perry  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  On  Oct.  3, 
1850,  he  was  made  captain.  In  1852,  when  Commo- 
dore Perry  was  entrusted’ with  power  to  select  the 
officers  to  accompany  him  in  his  famous  Japan  expe- 
dition, he  chose  Capt.  Abbot,  wdio  w'as  with  him  un- 
til tne  object  of  the  expedition — the  negotiating  of 
a treaty  which  would  open  the  ports  of  that  country 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States — was  ac- 
complished. On  Perry’s  return  home  Capt.  Abbot 
was  appointed  commodore  in  command  of  the 
United  States  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  China 
and  Japan.  At  that  time  the  Chinese  pirates  were 
committing  acts  of  barbarity  upon  our  vessels,  and 
United  States  merchants  engaged  in  business  in  va- 
rious Chinese  ports  w^ere  urgent  in  their  demands 
for  protection  and  relief.  The  course  which  Com- 
modore Abbot  pursued  received  the  emphatic  ap- 
proval of  the  Government.  Commodore  Abbot  ac- 
complished his  task,  but  not  without  seriously  af- 
fecting his  heahh.  He  died  at  Hong  Kong,  China, 
Dec.  14,  1855. 

By  the  first  marriage  of  Capt.  Abliot  there  was 
one  child,  Joel,  born  Feb.  24,  1821,  in  Newbury- 
port,  who  was  a midshipman  for  a short  time.  To 
the  second  union  came  nine  children ; ( i ) Lydia 

Lord  was  born  Sept.  14,  1826.  (2)  John  Pickens, 

born  June  26.  1828,  was  a purser  in  the  navy  in  the 
early  fifties,  but  resigned  and  became  a physician. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  an  enlisted  man 
in  the  9th  Rhode  Island  from  May  to  September, 
1862,  and  then  became  in  turn,  sergeant  major,  sec- 
ond lieutenant  and  captain  of  the  12th  Rhode  Is- 
land Volunteers,  serving  from  October,  1862,  to 
June,  1863.  He  died  Oct.  ii,  1886.  (3)  Charles 


Wheaton  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Trevett  is  men- 
tioned below.  (5)  Mary,  born  Dec.  29,  1832,  died 
Oct.  12,  1837.  (6)  Laura  Wheaton,  born  March 

10,  1835,  married  N.  F.  Cooke,  of  Chicago.  (7) 
Nathan  Miller  Wheaton,  born  Dec.  25,  1836,  died 
at  sea  May  31,  1853,  and  was  first  interred  on 
Prince’s  Island,  off  the  coast  of  Africa,  being  later 
brought  home.  In  April,  1853,  he  accompanied  his 
father  as  captain's  clerk,  when  the  latter  w^ent  to 
join  Perry.  (8)  Alary  (2),  born  May  i,  1839, 
married  Charles  H.  Handy,  of  Warren.  (9)  Wal- 
ter, born  Oct.  14,  1841,  at  the  United  States  Navy 
Yard  at  Charlestown,  Alass.,  married  Adelaide 
Alargaret  Thompson.  He  was  prepared  for  the 
navy,  became  a midshipman  Dec.  2,  1859;  ensign, 
Nov.  25,  1862;  lieutenant,  Feb.  22,  1864;  lieuten- 
ant-commander, July  25,  1866.  His  death  occurred 
Feb.  3,  1873,  at  the  Madeira  Islands. 

(VII)  Charle.s  Wheaton  Abbot,  born  Nov. 
18,  1829,  married  Ann  Frances  Smith,  of  Warren, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Smith  and  granddaughter  of  Jo- 
seph Smith,  the  latter  a prominent  man  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  president  of  the  Hope  Bank ; he 
accumulated  a fortune  of  about  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbot  were  born 
two  children,  Annie  Frank  and  Charles  Wheaton. 
The  daughter,  born  in  1857,  married  William  Mc- 
Clenahan  Ransom,  a son  of  Commodore  George  M. 
Ransom,  U.  S.  N.,  and  they  have  had  one  daughter, 
IMarcia,  born  May  28,  1891,  who  died  in  1900. 

Charles  W.  Abbot  in  due  course  of  time  in  boy- 
hood followed  in  the  line  of  his  distinguished  fa- 
ther, and  was  prepared  for  his  country’s  service  in 
the  navy.  He  became  purser,  U.  S.  N.,  Sept.  2, 
1856;  pay  inspector,  March  3,  1871;  and  pay  di- 
rector July  3,  1871.  After  a varied  experience  and 
service  he  was  retired  Nov.  18,  1891.  He  accom- 
panied his  father  on  the  frigate  “Macedonian”  to 
Japan  in  1853,  ^-S  master’s  mate.  His  record  reads  as 
follows : Charles  W.  Abbot,  born  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, appointed  from  Rhode  Island  Sept.  2,  1856; 
attached  to  sloop  “Falmouth,”  Brazil  Squadron, 
1856-58;  frigate  “St.  Lawrence.”  Brazil  Squadron, 
1859;  steam  sloop  “Mohican,”  coast  of  Africa, 
1859-60;  steam  sloop  “Pawnee,”  Atlantic  Coast, 
1861  ; had  several  engagements  with  Aquia  Creek 
and  iMathias  Point  Batteries  in  the  Potomac  river, 
and  participated  in  the  capture  of  the  forts  at  HaF 
teras  Inlet ; steamship  “Brooklyn,”  West  Gulf  Block- 
ading Squadron,  1862-63 ; capture  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip  and  city  of  New  Orleans  and  first 
attack  on  Vicksburg  batteries ; special  duty.  New 
Wrk,  1864;  Naval  Academy,  1864-66;  Board  of 
Examiners  at  Philadelphia,  1866;  Fleet  Paymaster, 
North  Atlantic  Squadron,  1867-68;  Pay  Office  at 
Boston,  1869-71 ; promoted  to  Pay  Inspector  May 
23,  1871 ; and  to  Pay  Director  Dec.  19,  1871  ; In- 
spector of  Provisions  and  Clothing,  Navy  Yard, 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  1872-74;  Pay  Office 
at  Boston,  1875-76;  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  1878-79; 
Inspector  of  Provisions  and  Clothing,  Navy  Yard, 
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Boston,  1880-81 ; Navy  Pay  Officer,  Boston, 
1883-86;  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  1888,  until  date  of  re- 
tirement, Nov.  18,  1891. 

i\lr.  Abbot  maintained  a residence  in  the  historic 
Abbot  homestead  on  iNIiller  street,  in  Warren, 
Rhode  Island,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec. 
26,  1907. 

( VIII)  Charles  Wheaton  Abbot,  Jr.,  son 
of  Charles  Wheaton,  was  born  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
July  8,  i860.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  in  Mowry  & 
Goff's  English  and  Classical  School  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  English  high  school  in  Bos- 
ton, where  he  was  taking  an  advanced  course, 
preparing  for  West  Point,  when  he  was  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenant,  12th  United  States  In- 
fantry, in  Eebruary,  1881.  From  1877  to  date  of 
appointment  in  the  regular  army  he  served  in  the 
Rhode  Island  militia  as  an  enlisted  man,  and  first 
lieutenant  and  commissary  in  the  2nd  Battalion.  In 
June,  1881,  he  joined  his  regiment  in  Arizona  and 
participated  in  the  campaign  against  the  Apaches 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  that  year.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  Infantry  and  Cavalry  School  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  1883.  In  1889  he 
was  appointed  regimental  adjutant,  and  in  1893  in- 
structor at  the  Fort  Leavenworth  School.  He  was 
on  duty  with  the  Rhode  Island  militia  in  January, 
1896,  until  the  breakino-  out  of  the  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  war,  when  he  was  mustered  as  colonel  of  ist 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers  i\Iay  10,  1898.  His  pro- 
motion to  captain  of  the  12th  Infantry  dates  from 
April,  1898,  and  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  volun- 
teer service  in  1899.  joined  the  12th  Infantry 
in  the  Philippine  Islands  in  1900,  returning  in  1902. 
He  was  promoted  to  be  major  of  the  25th  Infantry, 
August,  1903,  and  retired  from  active  service  in 
1904.  He  returned  to  duty  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Militia  the  same  month  and  is  still  serving.  Major 
Abbot  is  a member  of  the  Society  of  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Society  of  the  War  of  1812, 
(Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  Sons  of 
Wterans  of  the  Civil  War,  of  which  latter  he  was 
division  commander  of  Rhode  Island  in  1897.  He 
is  a member  of  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans, 
honorary  member  of  the  Regular  Army  and  Navy 
L’nion,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society,  and  Rhode  Island  Citizens’  His- 
torical Society. 

Major  Abbot  was  married  June  5,  1884,  at  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  to  Marcia  Ransom,  daughter  of  Com- 
modore G.  M.  Ransom,  L^.  S.  N.,  and  sister  of  Wil- 
liam (McClenahan  Ransom.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union : Ransom  Walter,  born  March 
20,  1885,  died  Sept.  20,  1886,  and  Grace,  born  May 
20,  1895. 

(VH)  Trevett  Abbot,  born  July  2,  1831, 

married  Jan.  22,  1858,  Sarah  Cole  Turner,  born 
Aug.  8,  1836,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas 


1167 

Goodwin  Turner,  former  governor  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  his  wife  Mary  Pierce  (Luther)  Turner, 
of  this  State. 

Young  Abbot  was  liberally  educated,  receiving 
unusual  educational  advantages  in  the  good  schools 
of  his  native  town  and  State.  These  he  improved, 
and  subsequently  entered  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy,  at  Annapolis,  Md.  Here  he  was  grad- 
uated with  honor,  and  on  Oct.  13,  1848,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  first  official  grade,  a midshipman,  in  the 
United  States  Navy.  Possessing  high  intellectual 
powers,  through  which,  by  virtue  of  his  abilities, 
attainments  and  fidelity  to  duty,  he  rose  rapidly 
from  rank  to  rank  in  the  naval  service,  the  high 
popularity  and  attainments  of  his  father  in  the  navy 
no  doubt  were  an  inspiration  and  guide  to  the  son, 
whose  ambition  was  to  serve  his  country  well.  He 
was  promoted  to  past-midshipman,  June  15,  1854, 
master  Sept.  16,  1855,  lieutenant,  Jan.  7,  1856,  and 
lieutenant-commander,  June  16,  1862.  During  the 
trying  struggle  of  the  Union  from  1861  to  1865,  he 
stood  heroically  by  his  comitry’s  flag.  He  was  the 
executive  officer  of  the  “ Mercedita,”  when  she 
captured  and  safely  brought  to  port  the  richly 
laden  “Bermuda,”  the  largest  prize  taken  during 
the  war.  He  was  commissioned  as  commander 
Dec.  12,  1867,  proved  himself  eminently  worthy 
of  the  charge  and  responsibility. 

Of  the  twenty-one  years  of  active  service  of 
Commander  Abbot  in  the  navy,  fourteen  years  of 
them  were  passed  upon  the  seas,  about  twelve  of 
which  were  off  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  West  Indies 
and  the  Gulf.  His  main  voyages  and  posts  of  serv^- 
ice  were  perilous  to  his  health,  and  like  his  father 
he  succumbed  to  their  effects,  and  met  an  early 
and  lamented  death.  Some  time  after  his  commis- 
sion as  commander,  he  was  ordered  to  the  United 
States  steamer  “Yantic,”  to  cruise  in  the  waters  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  while  in  his  line  of  duty  he 
was  seized  with  yellow  fever  and  died  Oct.  27, 
1869,  near  Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  and  was  buried 
in  the  ocean  with  impressive  ceremonies.  Com- 
mander Abbot  possessed  fine  social  qualities,  which 
with  his  accomplishments  made  him  a charming 
companion. 

To  the  marriage  of  Commander  Abbot  and 
Sarah  Cole  Turner  were  born  two  daughters,  Mar- 
ian and  Mary  Turner,  who  with  his  wife  survived 
him  and  are  now  residents  of  Warren,  R.  I.  Mary 
Turner  Abbot  maried  Samuel  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  10, 
1886,  and  has  three  children:  Trevett  Abbot,  born 
Nov.  28,  1886;  Thomas  Goodwin  Turner,  Sept.  2, 
1891  ; Marguerite  Elizabeth,  Feb.  10,  1893. 

The  father  of  Commander  Abbot,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  stood  twenty-sixth  in  the  order  of 
seniority  on  the  navy  list,  and  the  Commander  him- 
self, at  the  time  of  his  death,  stood  eighty-fourth, 
and  was  acknowledged  a gallant,  accomplished  and 
faithful  officer.  He  was  loyal  to  his  country  and  his 
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God,  a Christian  man  and  a servant  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  He  left  behind  a cherished  record  of 
patriotic  service  and  an  honorable  name. 

WHIPPLE  WALLING.  The  late  Deacon 
\\’ hippie  Walling  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Burrillville.  He  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  Pascoag,  March  24,  1907,  the 
last  representative  of  his  branch  of  the  Wallings 
residing  in  the  town,  he  having  been  a descendant 
of  a family  that  has  resided  in  Rhode  Island  for 
many  generations. 

Ishmael  ^^'alling,  grandfather  of  Deacon  Whip- 
ple ^^'alling,  was  a farmer  and  resided  during  his 
active  life  on  a farm  about  one  mile  south  of 
Pascoag,  later  removing  to  the  village,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Buxton,  and  they  had  the  following 
children : Clark,  a farmer  who  resided  in  Burrill- 
ville ; John,  father  of  Deacon  ^^h^ipple ; Sally,  who 
married  Elisha  Sayles,  and  resided  in  Glo- 
cester ; Rachel,  who  married  Dexter  Angell,  and  re- 
sided in  Providence ; Martin,  a merchant  in  Provi- 
dence; and  Nelson,  a manufacturer,  who  died  in 
Millbury,  Massachusetts. 

Deacon  John  Walling,  son  of  Ishmael,  was  born 
March  25,  1793,  on  the  farm  near  Pascoag.  After 
his  marriage  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Glocester, 
where  he  resided  for  a short  time,  afterward  re- 
turning to  the  homestead,  where  he  was  engaged 
until  the  land  was  disposed  of  for  use  as  a reser- 
voir. He  then  moved  to  Pascoag,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  Sept.  12,  1881.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  first  a Democrat,  later  a member  of 
the  Know-Nothing  party,  and  lastly  a stanch  Re- 
publican. He  held  the  office  of  town  treasurer  of 
Burrillville  for  a few  years,  and  later  was  elected 
town  clerk  and  filled  that  position  many  years. 
He  also  served  as  president  of  the  town  council. 
He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Granite  National 
Bank,  and  later  a director  of  the  Pascoag  National 
Bank.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  was  converted 
under  the  famous  Elder  John  Colby,  and  in  the 
same  year  (1813),  at  the  organization  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Society,  he  became  a member  and 
continued  as  such  until  his  death.  He  served  as 
deacon  for  a number  of  years  as  a substitute  for  his 
father,  and  later  was  appointed  to  the  office  and 
served  for  a third  of  a century,  or  until  his  death. 
He  served  as  sui)erintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  some  years,  and  as  clerk  of  the  church  for  many 
years.  A man  of  exemplary  character,  he  was  a 
leading  and  influential  citizen  of  Burrillville  in  his 
day.  In  1813  he  married  .Vzubah,  daughter  of 
Ahab  Sayles,  and  granddaughter  of  hdisha  Sayles. 
She  was  born  Dec.  it,  1786,  and  died  Oct.  25.  1857, 
the  mother  of  four  children;  (i)  Sayles.  born 
Aug.  27,  1814.  was  a merchant  and  resided  in 
Pascoag,  later  removing  to  Providence.  He  mar- 
ried Lamanda  M.  Marsh.  (2)  Melinda,  born  .\ug. 


12,  1818,  married  Brown  S.  Wood,  a manufacturer 
of  shoddy,  and  resided  for  a time  at  Greenville, 
later  removing  to  Providence,  where  she  died. 
(3)  Whipple  was  born  Jan.  28,  1821.  (4)  Lillis, 

born  April  27,  1823,  is  the  widow  of  John  Tenney, 
and  resides  at  Owatonna,  Minnesota. 

For  his  second  wife.  Deacon  John  Walling  mar- 
ried, in  1857,  Amey  Sayles,  and  after  her  death, 
which  occurred  soon  after  their  marriage,  he  wed- 
ded, in  1862,  Martha  Steere.  She  survived  him, 
and  died  at  Oneonta,  New  York. 

\N'hipple  Walling,  son  of  Deacon  John,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Glocester.  His  education  was  such 
as  could  be  acquired  in  the  district  school.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  left  the  farm  and  went  to 
Providence,  becoming  a clerk  in  the  store  con- 
ducted by  his  brother  Sayles,  and  there  he  re- 
mained about  one  year.  He  then  was  employed  as 
a clerk  for  Martin  Walling  for  a few  years,  and 
then  he  purchased  a grocery  and  dry-goods  store 
at  the  foot  of  Randall  street.  Providence.  For  a 
time  he  had  his  brother  Sayles  as  a partner.  In 
1846  they  disposed  of  the  business,  and  Whipple 
Walling  went  to  Pascoag  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  the  store  now  occupied  by  Henry 
A.  Potter.  He  soon  after  purchased  the  lot  now 
occupied  by  the  post  office,  and  erected  the  present 
building,  there  engaging  in  business  for  a few 
years.  When  the  Granite  Bank  was  organized  in 
1851  Air.  Walling  became  assistant  to  the  cashier, 
James  S.  Cook,  and  he  remained  in  that  capacity 
for  nineteen  years,  when  failing  health  caused  him 
to  relinquish  his  duties.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
directors  of  the  Granite  Bank,  and  its  successor, 
the  Pascoag  National  Bank,  holding  that  relation 
until  the  bank  was  absorbed  by  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company. 

C3n  May  15,  1843,  Deacon  W'’alling  married 
(first)  Calista  A.  Keach,  of  Burrillville,  daughter  of 
Eddy  Keach.  She  died  in  1885,  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Josephine  C.,  who  died  unmarried  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years.  Deacon  Walling  was 
married  (second)  Nov.  22,  1885,  to  Josephine  M. 
Sayles,  of  Pascoag,  daughter  of  Angell  and  Sarah 
S.  f Ballou  I Sayles,  granddaughter  of  Elisha 
Sayles,  brother  of  Ahab  Sayles  (grandfather  of 
Whipple  Walling).  i\Irs.  Walling  survives  her 
husband,  and  resides  on  High  street,  Pascoag. 

i\Tr.  Walling  was  a Republican,  and  at  one  time 
was  quite  active  in  party  affairs.  He  served  a 
number  of  years  as  town  treasurer  and  also  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council;  was  justice  of  the 
])eace  for  many  years ; and  also  coroner  and  tax 
collector.  He  was  a man  exceedingly  well  posted 
in  the  common  branches  of  the  law,  and  his  services 
were  frequently  in  demand  for  the  writing  of  wills, 
deeds  and  like  instruments. 

On  May  9,  1858,  Deacon  Walling  united  with 
the  h'reewill  Baptist  Church  (now  the  Free  Bap- 
tist Church),  under  the  Rev.  William  H.  Waldron, 
and  in  time  became  one  of  the  leading  and  most 
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active  members  of  the  church.  He  succeeded  his 
father  as  deacon  and  church  clerk,  and  held  those 
offices  until  his  death.  i\Irs.  Josephine  M.  Walling 
united  with  the  church  at  the  same  time  as  Air. 
Walling,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a teacher  in 
the  Sunday-scnool.  Deacon  Walling  was  a man 
of  the  most  sterling  integrity  and  rigid  honesty, 
and  no  man  in  the  town  w^as  more  sincerely  re- 
spected. He  was  a man  of  sincerity  of  purpose, 
possessed  of  high  ideals,  and  he  lived  up  to  them,  in 
every  way  a credit  to  the  name  he  bore. 

GEORGE  ARNOLD  GRAY,  who  during  his 
life  was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Little 
Compton,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm 
in  that  town  Alay  19,  1828. 

The  Gray  family  of  Rhode  Island  was  founded 
in  America  by  (1)  Edward  Gray,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  America  among  the  early  set- 
tlers, locating  at  Plymouth.  He  married  Alary 
Winslow,  daughter  of  John  Winslow'  and  niece  of 
Governor  Winslow'.  His  second  wife  was  Dorothy 
Lettice. 

(II)  Edward  Gray  (2),  son  of  the  first  settler, 
was  born  Jan.  31,  1667,  and  married  Mary  Smith, 
they  locating  at  what  is  now  the  town  of  Tiverton, 
w'here  they  made  their  home.  Their  children  w'ere : 
Alary,  born  Alay  16,  1G91  ; Edward,  Jan.  10,  1693  ; 
Elizabeth,  Jan.  3,  1695;  Sarah,  April  25,  1697: 
Phebe,  Sept.  6,  1699:  Philip,  Feb.  ii,  1702; 
Thomas,  Feb.  4,  1704;  Harriet,  Nov.  3,  1707.  Air. 
Gray’s  second  marriage  was  to  Alary,  by  whom 
he  had  these  children:  John,  born  Aug.  3,  1712; 
Lydia,  Alay  12,  1714:  William,  July  17,  1716; 
Samuel,  Aug.  31,  1718. 

(III)  Philip  Gray,  son  of  Edward  (2),  born 
Feb.  II,  1702,  in  Tiverton,  made  his  home  in  this 
town  south  of  the  Nanaquacket  Cove,  and  there 
died.  He  married  Sarah  Corey,  and  to  them  were 
born  children:  Philip,  born  April  6,  1728;  Par- 
don. April  20,  1737;  and  Philip  (2),  April  6,  1738 
(died  June  2,  1750). 

(IV)  Col.  Pardon  Gray,  son  of  Philip,  born 
April  20,  1737,  made  his  home  in  Tiverton  during 
the  great  struggle  for  independence,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part,  being-  connected  with  the  com- 
missary department.  He  w'as  a land  owner  in  Tiv- 
erton, where  he  had  his  home,  and  in  1760  also  pur- 
chased land  in  Little  Compton,  upon  whicli  his 
son  settled,  and  w'hich  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  family.  The  house  still  located  on  this  land,  and 
occupied  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Gray  and  her  daugh- 
ter, is  known  as  the  “Betty  Alden  Homestead,”  be- 
ing the  house  in  which  Betty  Alden  lived  after  her 
marriage.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Alden 
and  Priscilla  Alullins,  and  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  New  England  States.  She  married 
William  Pabodie,  w'ho  was  the  first  town  clerk  of 
Little  Compton. 
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Pardon  Gray  spent  his  life  in  Tiverton,  where 
he  died.  He  was  married  there  by  Samuel  Hicks, 
justice  of  the  peace,  Jan.  16,  1755,  to  Alary  Brown, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (White)  Brown,  and 
to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Job,  May 

14,  1756;  Sarah,  Alay  3,  1758;  Edward,  July  8, 
1759;  Alary,  Aug.  30,  1761;  Lydia,  March  15, 
1763;  Abigail,  Aug.  2,  1764;  Philip,  Feb.  2,  1766; 
Pardon,  Oct.  ii,  1767;  Hannah,  Alay  2,  1769; 
John,  Alay  20,  1772;  Thomas,  Nov.  28,  1774;  Alary, 
Nov.  18,  177(3. 

(V)  Job  Gray,  eldest  son  of  Col.  Pardon,  was 
born  in  Tiverton,  where  he  was  married  by  Walter 
Cook,  justice  of  the  peace,  to  Judith  Briggs,  Dec. 
16,  1781.  They  removed  to  the  town  of  Little 
Compton  in  1782,  Air.  Gray  settling  on  the  Pa- 
bodie farm,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suts  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  Feb.  6, 

1829.  IL  was  buried  in  the  Wilbour  cemetery.  To 
Air.  and  Airs.  Gray  were  born:  Sarah,  Nov.  ii, 
1783:  Samuel,  Alarch  6,  1785;  Job,  July  27,  1788: 
Arnold,  Dec.  28,  1790;  Thomas  Edward,  twin  of 
Arnold;  Harriet,  July  i,  1792;  George,  Oct.  30, 
1794;  Willard,  July  27,  1798. 

(VI)  Willard  Gray,  son  of  Job,  and  father  of 
the  late  George  Arnold  Gray,  was  born  on  the 
farm  in  Little  Compton,  and  there  his  life  was 
spent,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
eighty-three-acre  tract.  He  was  well  known  in  his 
community,  and  was  regarded  as  an  honest,  upright 
man  and  good  citizen.  He  died  April  7,  1874,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  Wilbour  cemetery.  Willard 
Gray  was  married  at  Tiverton.  R.  L,  by  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Wilbour,  to  Judith  AVilbour,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Priscilla  Wilbour,  and  granddaughter 
of  Clark  and  Judith  (Briggs)  Wilbour,  and  to  this 
union  came  two  children : George  Arnold,  born 
Alay  19,  1828;  and  Abby  Catherine,  born  June  ii, 

1830,  who  married  Alexander  Wilbour,  of  Little 
Compton,  where  she  died. 

(VH)  George  Arnold  Gray  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  town,  and  in  early 
youth  started  to  work  on  the  home  farm,  where  his 
entire  life  was  spent.  At  the  age  of  thirty  years  he 
assumed  management  of  the  homestead,  making 
many  improvements  thereon,  and  engaging  exten- 
sively in  grape  growing.  He  was  very  popular  in 
his  locality  and  because  of  his  ability  was  elected 
for  several  terms  to  the  town  council,  of  which  he 
served  as  president.  He  was  a Republican  in  po- 
litical sentiment.  He  was  a good  business  man  and 
an  agriculturist  of  modern  methods,  and  because 
of  his  integrity  and  fair  dealings  was  honored  and 
respected  by  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

Mr.  Gray  was  married  Dec.  26,  1859,  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  to  Elizabeth  Hicks  Howland,  born  June 

15,  1836,  in  Westport,  Alass.,  daughter  of  Charles 
Wilbour  and  Alehitable  (Hicks)  Howland,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Wing)  How- 
land. Airs.  Gray,  who  survives  her  husband,  still 
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resides  on  the  homestead.  One  child  was  born  to 
Mr.  and  iNlrs.  Gray,  Lizzie  Amelia,  whose  whole 
life  has  been  spent  caring  for  her  parents.  Mrs. 
Gray  having  been  an  invalid  for  several  years.  i\Irs. 
George  Arnold  Gray  is  a birthright  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

Mr.  Gray  died  at  his  home  in  Little  Compton 
May  5,  1900,  with  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community  in  which  his  useful  life  had  been  spent. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN  WILBUR,  who  for 
many  years  was  a well  known  citizen  of  Union  Vil- 
lage, in  the  town  of  North  Smithfield,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Providence  March  2,  1812,  a member  of  one 
of  Rhode  Island’s  oldest  families. 

The  Wilbur  family  is  of  long  and  honorable 
standing  in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  nearly  all  portions 
of  the  neighboring  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
which  section  its  coming  is  but  thirteen  years  later 
than  that  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers.  The  name  has 
been  variously  spelled  by  changing  the  vowel  in 
the  last  syllable  by  the  use  of  “a,”  “e”  and  “o,”  but 
quite  the  largest  number  now  use  “u,”  and  spell 
the  name  Wilbur ; all,  however,  it  is  believed,  de- 
scend from  the  same  ancestor,  Samuel  Wildbore 
of  Boston.  IMr.  Wildbore  came  to  Boston  not  later 
than  1633,  he  appearing  first  of  record  there  in 
the  first  church  at  Boston  in  Massachusetts  Colony, 
to  which  church  he  and  his  wife, Ann  were  admit- 
ted Dec.  I,  1633.  iMrs.  Wildbore  was  a daughter 
of  Thomas  Bradford,  of  Dorchester,  in  the  south 
])art  of  the  County  of  York,  England.  Samuel 
Wildbore  here  in  New  England  married  a second 
wife,  Elizabeth,  who  was  admitted  to  the  church  at 
Boston  Nov.  19,  1645.  Wildbore  was  admit- 

ted a freeman  of  Boston,  in  1634.  He  bought 
^largely  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  iMass.,  and  removed 
-thither  with  his  family.  There  he,  with  others, 
embraced  the  doctrine  of  Cotton  and  Wheelwright, 
and  they  were  banished  from  the  Province  in  1637. 
He  then,  with  others,  fled  to  Providence  and  pur- 
•chased  under  the  advice  of  Roger  Williams,  from 
4he  Indians,  the  island  of  Aquidneck,  to  which 
])lace  he  removed  his  family  early  in  1638.  Mr. 
Wildl>ore,  however,  did  not  remain  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. He  returned  to  Boston  in  1645.  niaintaining 
a home  both  in  Taunton  and  in  Boston.  He  with 
some  associate  built  and  put  in  operation  an  iron 
furnace  in  that  part  of  Taunton  which  is  now 
Raynham,  said  to  have  been  the  first  built  in  New 
England.  He  was  a man  of  wealth  for  that  period, 
and  evidently  of  respectable  standing  in  society, 
•exerting  a wide  influence  in  each  of  the  places 
where  he  dwelt.  His  death  occurred  in  1656.  His 
four  .sons  were  Samuel.  Joseph.  William  and  Shad- 
rach,  and  he  probably  had  a daughter  Sarah.  To 
Samuel  he  left  his  lands  in  Rhode  Island,  and  to 
loseph  and  Shadrach  his  real  estate  in  Taunton. 
On  the  death  of  the  father  the  sons  in  general 
spelled  the  name  Wilhor.  Joseph,  Shadrach  and 


their  descendants  sometimes  retained  the  final  “e,” 
but  Samuel  (2),  William  and  their  descendants  in- 
variably left  it  out.  Samuel  Wilbor  settled  on  his 
father's  estate  in  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He  became  a 
man  of  wealth,  having  large  possessions  on  the  is- 
land, held  many  responsible  positions  and  was  much 
esteemed.  Joseph  settled  in  Taunton,  which  is  now 
Raynham,  Mass.  William  settled  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  L,  while  Shadrach  settled  in  what  is  now  Rayn- 
ham, where  he  became  a man  of  influence,  holding 
several  important  trusts ; represented  his  town  in 
the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  was  town  clerk  for 
some  thirty-five  years.  This  article  is  to  deal  only 
and  but  briefly  with  one  branch  of  this  ancient  Mas- 
sachusetts-Rhode  Island  family,  with  what  is  styled 
for  convenience  the  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  branch. 

From  William  Wilbor  of  Portsmouth  descended 
the  Wilbur  family  of  Smithfield.  Daniel  Wilbur 
came  from  the  town  of  Little  Compton  to  Provi- 
dence county,  locating  in  Smithfield.  His  son, 
Daniel,  located  in  the  same  town  which  is  now  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Lincoln,  near  Lime  Rock,  where 
he  became  a land  owner  and  farmer,  his  farm  being 
located  on  what  is  known  as  the  Wilbur  Road. 
The  farm  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Jencks, 
and  was  formerly  owned  by  Job  Hawkins.  There 
Mr.  Wilbur  spent  most  of  his  life,  and  there  he  died 
and  was  buried  on  his  own  farm.  On  Dec.  ,13, 
1750,  he  married  Ruth  Smith,  and  their  children 
were:  Martha,  born  June  16,  1752;  Sarah,  April 
10,  1755;  Lydia,  March  5,  1757;  Christopher,  Jan. 
7,  1759;  Ruth,  Oct.  17,  1760;  Daniel,  Aug.  13, 
1764;  Abigail,  Aug.  6,  1766;  Tabitha,  April  24. 

768;  Job,  Nov.  6,  1770;  and  Smith,  Sept.  6,  1772. 

Christopher  Wilbur,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  on 
the  farm  in  what  was  then  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
Jan.  7,  1759,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
engaged  in  general  farming,  and  passed  all  his  davs 
there  dying  May  20,  1812,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three. 
On  Nov.  15,  1781,  he  married  Rachel  Sayles, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Sayles,  of  Smithfield,  and 
their  children  were : Ephraim,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ; Reuben ; Amy,  who  married  Sanford  Knight ; 
Polly,  who  married  Smith  Teft ; Sayles,  who  mar- 
ried Julia  Arnold ; Ann,  who  married  George 
Brownell ; David,  who  married  Phebe  Brown ; 
Mercy,  who  married  John  K.  Smith ; Rachel,  who 
married  Eleazer  Sherman ; and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  childhood. 

Reuben  Wilbur,  son  of  Christopher,  was  born 
on  the  farm  May  4,  1783.  and  like  his  father  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a farmer.  He  died  in  1822. 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  He  married 
Abigail  Mowry,  born  May  31,  1780,  and  their  chil- 
(Iren  were:  Eliza,  born  Jan.  31,  1807,  married  Wil- 
liam Brownell,  of  North  Scituate ; Christopher, 
horn  Nov.  22,  1808,  died  young;  Jonathan,  born 
Nov.  26,  1809,  died  May  12,  1893;  Albert  Gallatin, 
1)orn  March  2.  1812:  Hazard  P.,  Wn  July  ir,  1813, 
died  in  infancy:  Abby  A.,  born  May  31,  1816,  mar- 
ried George  Harris,  and  died  in  Lincoln  in  1894; 
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Maria,  born  Jan.  9,  1819,  is  the  wido\v-of  Andrew 
M.  Rhodes,  and  resides  in  East  Providence;  and 
Alice,  born  June  2,  1821,  a school  teacher,  and  a 
lady  of  unusual  intellectual  accomplishments,  died 
in  young  womanhood. 

Albert  Gallatin  Wilbur,  son  of  Reuben  and  Ab- 
igail (Mowry)  Wilbur,  was  born  March  2,  1812. 
He  attended  school  at  Lime  Rock,  and  was  still 
but  a boy  when  he  left  home  and  came  to  what  is 
now  North  Smithfield  in  search  of  employment  and 
a home,  finding  the  latter  in  the  family  of  Arnold 
Spear,  a farmer,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  old.  He  then  went  to  the  family  of 
George  Andrews,  where  he  lived  until  he  had  at- 
tained mature  age,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  in 
the  meat  business,  in  his  early  life,  but  later  de- 
voted his  entire  attention  to  farming.  After  his 
marriage  of  Mr.  Andrews’  daughter  he  continued 
in  the  meat  business,  making  his  home  all  of  the 
time  in  North  Smithfield,  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
being  spent  at  Union  Village — the  place  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  daughters.  He  worked  hard  from 
boyhood  among  strangers,  and  through  his  own  en- 
ergy, ability  and  genuine  worth  won  success.  He 
lived  an  honest,  upright  life,  was  temperate  in  his 
habits  and  thoroughly  domestic  in  his  tastes.  He 
attended  the  Friends’  Meeting.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican,  but  he  cared  nothing  for  active  party 
work.  He  died  Aug.  8,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Union  cemetery. 
North  Smithfield. 

On  March  18,  1839,  Mr.  Wilbur  married  Han- 
nah Louisa  Andrews,  born  in  North  Smithfield  Jan. 
5,  1813,  daughter  of  George  and  Marcy  (Phillips) 
Andrews,  and  granddaughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Marcy  (Ames)  Andrews.  George  Andrews, 
born  July  9,  1788,  was  a farmer  and  land 
owner,  and  died  Nov.  7,  1869;  he  mar- 

ried Marcy  Phillips.  iMrs.  Wilbur  died  at 
her  home  in  Union  Village,  Aug.  15,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  her  husband.  She  attended  Friends  Meet- 
ing. Two  daughters  survive  Albert  G.  Wilbur  and 
wife:  Dency  Anner,  born  Oct.  23,  1840;  and  Han- 
nah Louisa,  Dec.  25,  1845.  Both  are  ladies  of 
culture  and  are  much  beloved  in  the  community 
where  ‘their  lives  have  been  passed.  They  are 
noted  for  their  good  works,  and  many  deeds  of 
kindly  charity.  They  are  eligible  for  membership 
in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

GEORGE  H.  NICHOLS,  a highly  esteemed 
resident  of  Hopkinton,  and  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  great  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Hope  Valley,  R. 
I.,  April  28,  1834,  son  of  Alexander  H.  and  Je- 
mima (Perrin)  Nichols,  and  he  entered  into  rest 
Dec.  9,  1907. 

Alexander  H.  Nichols  was  born  in  North 
Kingstown,  R.  I.,  but  spent  his  boyhood  in  Wood- 
stock,  Conn.  There  he  married  Jerriima  Perrin, 
and  returned  to  Rhode  Island.  Having  learned 


the  machinist’s  trade  in  Hope  Valley  he  was  able 
to  secure  work  in  a machine  shop  at  Woonsocket, 
and  at  this  trade  he  worked  many  years.  Mr.  Nich- 
ols was  a lieutenant  of  the  militia  at  Hopkinton. 
His  death  occurred  in  1850,  in  Greenville,  Conn., 
while  his  wife  passed  away  in  Hope  Valley.  Their 
children  were : George  H. ; John  T.,  deceased, 
married  Ann  E.  Smith,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Lena  R. ; Charles  S.,  deceased,  married  Mary  M, 
Matteson,  and  was  for  a number  of  years  secretary 
of  the  Nichols  & Langworthy  Machine  Company, 
of  Hope  V alley ; Lewis  died  young ; Oliver  died 
young;  Caroline  E.  married  George  H.  Lewis,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  had  two  children,  Oscar  E. 
and  Lulu.  Mr.  Nichols  was  a member  of  the  Hop- 
kinton Baptist  Church. 

George  H.  Nichols  spent  his  boyhood  and  early 
school  days  at  Greenville,  Conn.,  and  at  Hope  Val- 
ley. He  was  first  employed  in  a cotton  mill  at  Vol- 
untown,  and  later  in  Greenville,  and  in  1849  be- 
came overseer  of  the  weave  shop  in  the  Tiflft  mill 
in  Wyoming,  serving  in  the  same  capacity  at  Bur- 
rillville  for  one  year.  He  then  went  to  Anthony 
village,  where  he  remained  until  1857,  in  that  year 
going  to  Baltic,  Conn.,  and  in  February  locating 
in  Exeter,  in  the  employ  of  W.  R.  Greene  & Co. 
In  t86o  this  firm  located  in  Hope  Valley  and  Mr. 
Nichols  continued  with  them  until  the  firm  went  out 
of  existence.  On  Sept.  25,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  12th  R.  I.  V.*  L,  and  served  until 
July  29,  1863,  when  he  was  discharged  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  Mr.  Nichols  was  a member  of  Lincoln 
Post,  No.  22,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Hope  Valley,  and  was  at 
one  time  commander  of  the  post.  After  the  war 
he  returned  to  Hope  Valley  and  became  superin- 
tendent for  W.  R.  Greene  & Co.,  a position  he  con- 
tinued to  fill  for  both  this  firm  and  its  successor, 
the  Nichols  & Langworthy  Machine  Co.,  until 
1904. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married  at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  L, 
Sept.  3,  1854,  to  Susan  C.  Gardner,  daughter  of 
Stephen  C.  and  Dorcas  W.  (Gardner)  Gardner, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  : ( i ) Mary  Estelle, 

born  April  i,  1858,  died  Aug.  10,  1878.  (2)  George 
Elbert,  born  Nov.  18,  1859,  Beb.  21,  1861. 

(3)  Charles  Ray,  born  Aug.  29,  1861,  for  many 
years  a locomotive  engineer,  married  Alice  Gem- 
mel,  and  has  one  son,  Ray  Frank.  (4)  Frank  E., 
born  Sept.  19,  1864,  secretary  of  Nichols  & Lang- 
worthy ^Machine  Company,  married  Sarah  Louise 
Ellis,  and  their  children  were : Dorothy  Dean,  and 
Margaret  Ellis.  (5)  Cora  Dean,  born  Aug.  25, 
]868,  married  Edward  B.  Eessenden,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  has  a son,  George  Nichols.  Mrs.  Fes- 
senden graduated  from  Emerson  College,  Boston, 
and  for  several  years  taught  elocution  and  physi- 
cal culture  first  in  a woman’s  college  at  Whitby, 
Ontario,  and  later  in  a similar  institution  at  Jack- 
sonville, 111.,  and  afterward  in  the  city  schools  in 
Brockton,  Mass.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Nichols 
was  always  a Republican.  He  was  trustee  of  his 
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school  district,  collector  of  town  taxes,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  for  nine  years,  a member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1902  and  1903, 
and  a member  of  the  Senate  in  1903  and  1904.  In 
the  House  he  served  on  the  committees  on  iMilitia 
and  Printing,  and  in  the  Senate  on  Special  Legis- 
lation. In  i860  he  joined  Mechanics’  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  He  was  a charter  member  of  Niantic  En- 
campment of  that  order  at  Hope  Valley.  He  was 
a regular  attendant  at  the  Hope  Valley  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  the  faith,  of  that  denomination  died. 

MICHAEL  A.  iMcCORMICK.  The  name  of 
Michael  A.  McCormick  will  be  recognized  as  that 
of  one  of  Newport’s  most  progressive  and  exten- 
sive building  contractors. 

Mr.  McCormick  is  of  Irish  extraction,  though 
of  American  nativity.  His  father,  John  i\JcCor- 
mick,  was  born  in  Roscommon,  Ireland,  and  when 
but  a lad  emigrated  to  America.  Settling  in  New- 
port. he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  mason’s 
trade  with  a firm  doing  business  at  Fort  Adams. 
After  completing  his  term  of  service  he  did  jour- 
neyman work  for  a time,  then  began  contracting 
on  his  own  account,  and  for  many  years  did  an 
extensive  business  in  stone  work  in  Newport 
county.  His  death  occurred  in  Newport,  June  29, 
1889,  when  he  was  aged  sixty-tw'O  years.  He  was 
a man  of  independent  action,  and  though  a be- 
liever in  and  support^  of  Democratic  principles 
he  at  times  supported  candidates  of  the  Re- 
])ublican  party.  This  w'as  notably  so  in  the  case 
of  the  late  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  for  whom  Mr. 
McCormick  had  conceived  an  intense  admiration. 
In  religious  matters  he  was  a consistent  Catholic, 
and  a leading  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  of 
Newport. 

Mr.  McCormick  married  Eunice  Gillen,  a na- 
tive of  Sligo,  Ireland,  wdio  died  in  Newport  April 
8,  1888,  the  mother  of  the  following  children : 
Peter  A.,  wdio  is  now  in  the  drug  business  in  New 
York  City;  Mary,  now  residing  in  Providence,  the 
widow'  of  P.  W.  Nolan ; Thomas  W.,  a mason,  of 
Newport;  Eunice,  residing  in  Newjiort,  the  widow 
of  Carl  Faerber;  Roger,  a mason,  but  for  several 
years  a member  of  Newport’s  police  force; 
.Michael  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  John  G., 
a jiarish  priest  in  the  New  York  dioce.se,  at  pres- 
ent located  at  Tuckahoe,  N.  Y.,  as  pastor  of  Im- 
maculate Conception  Church ; Louisa,  unmarried, 
residing  in  Newport  with  her  brother,  Alichael  A. ; 
and  Annie  S.,  unmarried,  living  in  Newport. 

Michael  .'\.  McCormick  was  born  Jan.  22,  1858, 
in  the  city  of  Newport.  The  public  schools  fur- 
nished him  with  a splendid  common  school  edu- 
cation, after  which  he  was  engaged  in  various  oc- 
cupations until  he  had  passed  his  majority.  Hav- 
ing settled  w'ith  much  deliberation  the  question  of 
his  life-work,  Mr.  McCormick  at  the  age  of  twen- 
tv-two  began  an  ajiprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s 
trade  with  the  late  William  S.  Cranston,  one  of  the 


leading  builders  of  Newport,  with  whom  he  spent 
the  full  period  of  his  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
The  beginning  of  his  journeyman’s  career  was 
spent  in  the  employ  of  Tripp  & Walker,  of  Taun- 
ton, Alass.  Here  he  soon  developed  the  qualities 
wdiich  mark  the  successful  contractor,  and,  being 
of  an  ambitious  nature,  he  resolved  to  enter  into 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  therefore  in 
1882  returned  to  his  native  city  and  hung  out  his 
shingle  as  a contractor  and  builder.  He  soon 
found,  as  does  every  man  wdio  attempts  to  essay 
higher  things  in  the  w'Orld,  that  there  w'ere  many 
obstacles  to  overcome  which  he  had  not  foreseen. 
But  “everything  comes  to  the  man  of  determina- 
tion and  industry,”  and  so  was  it  in  the  case  of 
IMr.  IMcCormick.  Experience  is  a dear  teacher, 
and  for  that  reason  w'e  give  greater  heed  to  her 
lessons ; so  that  it  was  not  many  years  until  Mr. 
AlcCormick  became  known  in  the  commercial  world 
as  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  contractors  in  the 
city.  Monuments  to  his  skill  as  a builder  began 
to  rise,  increasing  in  architectural  beauty  and  size, 
and  soon  his  fame  spread  to  surrounding  towns, 
even  the  architects  of  New  York  City  calling  upon 
him  to  bid  on  their  work.  Among  a few  of  the 
many  large  and  substantial  structures  erected  by 
Mr.  McCormick  in  Newport  and  vicinity  are  the 
Rogers  high  school  building  on  Broadway,  finished 
in  1905,  and  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  New 
England ; the  State  Armory  on  Thames  street ; 
the  Hazard  Memorial  School  and  Rectory ; St. 
Anthony's  church,  at  Portsmouth,  R.  1. ; the  Daily 
News  and  the  Mercury  buildings  on  Thames 
street ; the  Audrain  building,  on  Bellevue  avenue ; 
the  Convent  of  the  Cenacle,  on  Washington  street ; 
the  summer  residences  of  E.  Rollins  Morse,  Lis- 
penard  Stewart,  Winthrop  Chandler,  and  J.  Mit- 
chell Clark’s  residence  known  as  “Gray  Craig,”  at 
iMiddletown,  R.  I.  In  1907  Mr.  [McCormick  con- 
structed the  water  supplv  for  Fort  V.Ctherell,  near 
Newport,  which  consisted  in  the  construction  at 
Saunderstown,  R.  I.,  of  three  spring  shelters  and 
a large  re-enforced  concrete  construction  reservoir, 
with  a capacity  of  400,000  gallons  of  water,  the 
water  from  which  is  carried  to  Fort  Wetherell 
across  the  west  passage  of  Narragansett  bay 
through  a submerged  si.x-inch  iron  pipe,  thus  feed- 
ing the  reservoirs  located  at  Fort  Wetherell. 

For  the  purpose  of  turning  out  his  own  ma- 
terial for  construction  [Mr.  McCormick,  in  1892, 
purchased  the  planing-mill  ])lant  at  the  corner  of 
S])ring  and  Sherman  streets,  and  which  he  has 
increased  in  capacity  as  his  business  assumed  its 
present  immense  jiroportions.  Mr.  McCormick 
was  the  first  in  Newport  to  engage  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cement  building  blocks,  when  in  1907 
he  installed  a thoroughly  eijuipped  plant  on  East 
Bowery  street,  with  the  latest  improved  machinery 
for  the  mamifacture  of  pressed  cement  blocks  and 
granolithic  work.  .At  present  he  has  in  his  em- 
ploy from  fifty  to  one  hundred  men,  his  planing- 
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mill  and  cement  block  factory  turning  out  all  kinds 
of  finished  products  for  the  trade.  Mr.  McCor- 
mick has  not  neglected  the  comforts  of  his  own 
family  in  the  rush  of  business,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  beautiful  modern  home  he  lately  purchased  and 
remodelled  on  Spring  street. 

Mr.  McCormick  has  a wife  and  three  promis- 
ing children.  Airs.  McCormick  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  Sept.  23,  1896,  was  Miss 
Nellie  L.  Alaher,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
H.  Maher,  one  of  Newport’s  prominent  florists  for 
many  years.  Their  children  are : Mary  Lillian, 
born  May  27,  1901 ; John  Harold,  born  June  24, 
1903,  and  Alargaret,  born  July  28,  1905. 

Being  of  a genial  and  approachable  nature,  the 
social  life  of  Mr.  McCormick  is  a pleasant  one, 
his  connection  with  many  of  the  better  organiza- 
tions of  the  city  being  most  helpful.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Newport  Lodge,  No.  104,  B.  P.  O.  Elks, 
and  a charter  member  of  Newport  Council,  No. 
256,  K;iights  of  Columbus,  in  both  of  which  he 
has  served  as  trustee.  In  the  line  of  business  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Builders’  and  Alerchants’ 
Exchange,  and  in  the  Builders’  Association  of  New- 
port. 

The  busy  life  which  Mr.  AIcCormick  has  led 
has  precluded  his  entrance  into  politics  to  any  ex- 
tent, although  his  friends  have  frequently  urged 
it  on  him.  He  is  a stanch  supporter  of  Demo- 
cratic principles  in  State  and  national  affairs.  In 
matters  of  city  politics  he  desists  from  taking 
sides,  and  for  that  reason  has  been  strong  with  all 
parties  and  factions.  He  served  his  ward  in  the 
city  council  for  flve  years,  and  .was  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  efficient  members. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  McCormick  and  his 
family  are  liberal  supporters  and  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith,  with  membershij)  in  St. 
Mary’s  Church  of  Newport.  As  a citizen  Air. 
AIcCormick  is  loyal  and  progressive,  and  is  held 
in  esteem  by  a host  of  friends  and  all  who  know 
him. 

HON.  THOAIAS  ROBINSON  (deceased), 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.  In  the  death  of  Judge  Thomas 
Robinson,  late  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket,  that  city 
and  the  Commonwealth  of  Rhode  Island  lost  a 
leading  citizen  and  a highly  esteemed  and  respected 
public  servant.  Judge  Robinson  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Salford,  near  Alanchester,  England,  July 
27,  1820,  and  died  at  his  home.  Oak  Grove  farm, 
Brook  street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Alarch  20,  1901, 
aged  eighty  years.  He  had  been  stricken  with 
paralysis  a week  previously. 

Thomas  Robinson  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Dunston)  Robinson.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  1841,  direct  to  Pawtucket,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  sixty  years,  was  passed.  The 
circumstances  and  conditions  about  his  youth  were 
such  as  to  give  him  but  limited  opportunities  for 
acquiring  an  education.  When  a little  more  than 


seven  years  of  age  he  began  to  work  in  a mill, 
continuing  so  employed  until  thirteen  years  old. 
While  working  in  the  mill  he  attended  a night 
school  for  one  year.  He  was  then  apprenticed  for 
seven  years  to  one  Joseph  Thacker,  an  iron  and 
brass  founder  at  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Lancashire. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  apprenticeship, 
possessed  of  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  mol- 
der’s  art,  he  concluded  to  seek  his  fortune  in  a 
new  field,  and  leaving  his  native  England  he  came 
to  America  and  to  Pawtucket.  Here  he  began 
work  at  his  trade  in  an  old  foundry  located  along 
the  river  bank  where  now  is  the  city  pipe  yard. 
Here  he  remained  only  a brief  period  and  the  suc- 
ceeding two  years  found  him  fitting  up  stoves,  and 
also  manufacturing  umbrellas.  Not  satisfied  in  this, 
he  later  started  a brass  foundry,  but  disposed  of  it 
and  was  next  found  at  work  in  Providence  for 
Louis  P.  Alead,  and  was  also  employed  by  George 
B.  Holmes,  at  the  Phenix  Eoundry  in  that  city, 
continuing  until  the  spring  of  1846.  His  next  em- 
ployment was  with  Frederick  Fuller,  who  carried 
on  a foundry  at  Fox  Point.  It  was  while  here  em- 
ployed that  Air.  Robinson  built  his  late  home  on 
what  was  then  called  “Seekonk  Plains.”  In  1847 
he  began  working  for  the  late  Amos  C.  Barstow 
of  Providence,  who  was  then  about  to  undertake 
the  foundry  work  of  Alessrs.  Corliss  & Nightingale, 
who  had  a machine  shop  at  India  Point.  He  con- 
tinued work  for  Air.  Barstow  for  eleven  years, 
during  which  period  he  turned  out  several  prem- 
ium jobs,  one  of  which  was  the  artistic  fence  which 
surrounded  the  old  cove  in  Providence.  In  1853 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Pawtucket 
Furnace  Company,  which  had  an  existence  of  a 
number  of  years. 

It  has  been  stated  in  the  foregoing  that  Air. 
Robinson  had  but  limited  educational  advantages. 
These,  however,  he  improved,  but  not  content  with 
such  privileges  along  this  line  as  fell  to  his  early 
years  he  later  applied  himself  to  study  and  read- 
ing as  the  years  came  and  went,  and  his  ambition 
inspired  him  to  a more  elevated  position  and  sta- 
tion in  life.  By  the  time  he  was  thirty-seven  years 
of  age  his  habit  of  study  and  reading  had  become 
so  fixed  that  he  settled  upon  becoming  a lawyer, 
and  so  began  the  study  of  law.  He  later  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  and  opened  an  of- 
fice in  the  old  Franklin  Bank  building  in  Paw- 
tucket, subsequently,  on  the  death  of  Wellington 
Kent,  Esq.,  succeeding  to  his  business.  By  the 
sheer  force  of  his  character,  by  his  earnest  effort, 
he  became  a lawyer  of  ability  and  one  successful, 
enjoying  a large  and  lucrative  practice  until  th6 
close  of  his  active  labors — 1889. 

In  his  political  views  and  affiliations  Air.  Rob- 
inson was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school,  of  the 
Jackson-Jefferson  type.  He  exemplified  the  idea 
that  the  office  should  seek  the  man,  for  in  the 
many  offices  he  held,  perhaps  all  at  various  times 
in  the  town  of  Pawtucket,  including  the  judgeships 
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of  the  district  and  probate  courts,  he  never  so- 
licited any  during  his  long  political  career.  Often 
his  name  would  appear  on  several  different  tick- 
ets at  a time.  He  was  a man  of  broad  and  liberal 
ideas  on  all  questions,  and  was  much  interested  in 
philosophical  speculation.  The  views  of  Judge  Rob- 
inson on  religious  subjects  and  his  bold  advocacy 
of  them  involved  him  in  many  discussions  and  led 
to  debates  with  different  ministers. 

On  March  29,  1840,  at  Stockport,  England, 
Judge  Robinson  married  iMary  Ashton,  who  was 
born  July  8,  1818,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Whitley)  Ashton,  and  sister 
of  John  Ashton,  a well-known  resident  of  Paw- 
tucket. She  died  Nov.  5,  1906,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-eight  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside 
her  husband  in  Oak  Grove  cemetery.  In  their  ac- 
tive years,  and  indeed  until  the  time  of  Judge  Rob- 
inson’s death.  Oak  Grove  farm  was  noted  for  the 
generous  hospitality  extended  to  all  and  was  a fa- 
vorite gathering  place  for  the  scores  of  friends 
which  this  remarkable  couple  drew  to  them.  iMrs. 
Robinson  was  one  of  the  best-known  women  in 
Pawtucket,  not  only  as  a factor  in  the  social  life 
of  the  town  but  for  her  kind-heartedness  to  all  who 
came  within  the  range  of  her  aid  and  influence. 
In  the  early  days,  particularly,  she  was  known  far 
and  wide  as  a model  neighbor  and  unfailing  friend, 
one  to  whom  any  in  distress  or  want  felt  free  to 
turn.  The  last  few  years  of  her  life  her  health  de- 
clined steadily,  and  she  appreciated  greatly  the  de- 
votion of  her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Fallows, 
who  ministered  to  both  her  jjarents  in  their  old  age 
with  tender  care.  iMrs.  Robinson  was  a member 
of  the  Church  of  England. 

To  Thomas  and  Mary  (Ashton)  Robinson  came 
children  as  follows : John  William,  born  Sept.  4, 
1841,  died  Oct.  I,  1842.  Eliza,  born  July  17,  1844, 
died  Aug.  14,  1844.  Elizabeth  Annette,  born  Feb. 
12,  1846,  now  a resident  of  Pawtucket,  has  been 
three  times  married — to  Benjamin  K.  Balch,  Wil- 
liam B.  Foster  and  William  W.  Wilson,  respec- 
tively. William  Corbet,  born  Oct.  17,  1850,  died 
Feb.  12,  1853.  Mary  Eleanor,  born  Feb.  ii,  1854. 
married  Ira  X.  Tew,  and  resides  in  Providence. 
Thomas  William,  born  March  23.  1856,  is  men- 
tioned at  length  further  on.  Alice  Amelia,  born 
Oct.  3,  1859,  married  Samuel  Fallows,  and  they  re- 
side at  the  homestead  on  Brook  street,  Pawtucket. 
A child  born  April  24,  1862,  died  April  25,  1862. 

Tiiom.^s  W.  Robin.sox,  only  living  sen  of  the 
late  Hon.  Thomas  Robinson,  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Pawtucket  March  23,  1856,  and  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  there.  Then 
he  took  a course  at  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Commer- 
cial College,  in  Providence,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1874.  Desiring  to  fit  himself  for  the  legal 
profession,  he  began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of 
lilodgett  & Clapp,  of  Pawtucket,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained two  years,  meantime  starting  a three  years’ 
course  at  the  Boston  University  Law  School,  from 


which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  in  1878 
formed  a partnership  with  his  father,  after  whose 
retirement,  in  1889,  he  continued  to  practice  alone. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  legal  work  in  his  native 
city  for  a period  of  thirty  years,  and  is  a leader  at 
the  Bar  there,  standing  high  in  his  profession 
wherever  known.  Mr.  Robinson  has  always  been 
deeply  interested  in  matters  afifecting  the  public 
welfare,  and  his  professional  experiences  have  en- 
abled him  to  give  his  fellow  citizens  better  service 
in  the  offices  which  he  has  been  chosen  to  fill,  as 
his  official  experiences  have  aided  him  in  his  legal 
work.  For  two  years — 1892-93 — he  was  solicitor 
of  the  town  of  Lincoln ; in  1885  he  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  of  Pawtucket ; in  1887  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  repre- 
senting the  city  of  Pawtucket,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1888,  1889,  1890,  1892  and  1893,  a fact  which  tells 
better  than  words  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  he 
enjoys  in  his  native  place.  In  political  principle  he 
has  always  been  a stanch  Democrat.  ]Mr.  Robinson 
is  a notary  public. 

On  Nov.  3,  1881,  Mr.  Robinson  was  married 
at  Providence  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Tetlow,  of  that  city, 
and  they  have  had  two  children : Lillian  H.,  born 
Oct.  30,  1883,  who  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Pawtucket  high  school,  and  then  entered  Brown 
University,  graduating  in  1906,  married  Jan.  l, 
1908,  Haywood  M.  Butler  (Brown  University, 
1906),  of  Providence,  and  now  resides  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa. : and  Marion,  born  Oct.  27,  1885.  Mr.  Rob- 
inson belongs  to  Providence  Lodge,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

AHLTON  DUCKWORTH,  M.  D.,  president 
of  the  Washington  County  ^Medical  Society,  is 
ranked  among  the  most  successful  medical  prac- 
titioners in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  He  is  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  born  at  Pattenburg,  April 
15,  1875,  and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  prominent 
old  families  of  that  State.  His  father,  John  Wes- 
ley Duckworth,  is  a well-known  farmer  and  stock- 
dealer,  and  is  active  in  political  affairs,  serving 
as  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  his  county. 
He  married  Maggie  A.  Hummer,  daughter  of 
Johnson  Hummer. 

Dr.  Duckworth  received  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  for  three  years 
attended  the  State  Model  School  at  Trenton,  N.  J. 
He  attended  medical  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  for  two  years,  and  then  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1900.  While 
in  Boston  he  met  Dr.  Weaver,  of  Carolina,  R.  I., 
and  in  July,  1900,  succeeded  him  in  practice  at  that 
place.  On  July  5,  1900,  he  passed  the  State  board 
examination  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  same  year  be- 
came a member  of  the  Washington  County  Medical 
Society,  to  the  presidency  of  which  he  was  elected 
in  1904. 

The  Doctor’s  practice  extends  over  a large  ter- 
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ritory,  embracing  the  towns  of  Charlestown,  Hop- 
kinton,  Richmond  and  Exeter.  Careful  in  his  diag- 
nosis of  ailments,  sympathetic  and  cheerful  in  the 
sickroom,  he  has  in  these  few  years  endeared  him- 
self to  his  patients,  to  whom  he  devotes  his  undi- 
vided attention.  Socially  popular.  Dr.  Duckworth 
is  a member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  16,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  of  Charity  Lodge  and  Franklin  Chapter, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley. 

Dr.  Duckworth  was  married  Oct.  17,  1900,  at 
Pattenburg,  N.  J.,  in  the  house  where  he  was  born, 
to  Miss  Carrie  Fritz,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Fritz.  Mrs.  Duckworth  was  born  in  St. 
Augustine,  Florida. 

JOHN  BALCH  KELLY,  a prominent  retired 
citizen  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  an  honored  sur- 
vivor of  the  great  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, July  2,  1844,  son  of  Ebenezer  Kelly.  He 
died  suddenly  at  his  home,  No.  21  Barnes"  street, 
that  city,  Dec.  13,  1907. 

Ebenezer  Kelly,  born  at  Warren,  R.  I.,  Oct.  28, 
1789,  died  Dec.  4,  1852.  On  Sept.  8,  1823,  he  was 
married  by  Rev.  Henry  Edes,  to  Sophia  Balch,  born 
May  8,  1805,  died  i\lay  26,  1892,  daughter  of  John 
Balch.  To  this  union  were  born ; Sophia  Balch, 
born  Aug.  15,  1825,  died  May  12,  1840;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  12,  1829,  died  July  16,  1843; 
Ann  Frances,  born  June  25,  1830,  died  Sept.  9, 
1832;  Eben  A.,  born  April  9,  1833,  married,  Aug. 
23,  1857,  Dorcas  Hall  Greene,  and  died  Aug.  9, 
1896;  John  Henry,  born  in  August,  1835,  died  Feb. 
27,  1836;  Emily  Anna,  born  IMarch  31,  1837,  mar- 
ried Albert  C.  Greene;  Anjanette  Eddy,  born  July 
22,  1839,  Sept.  15,  1842;  Benjamin  Eddy, 

born  Feb.  9,  1847,  was  a lieutenant  in  Battery  B, 
1st  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  and  fell  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Salem  Heights,  Va.,  May 
4,  1863;  John  Balch,  born  July  2,  1844;  and  Louisa, 
born  Nov.  9,  1846.  In  early  life  Ebenezer  Kelly 
was  captain  of  a merchant  vessel,  and  in  1823  came 
to  Providence,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent. 

Prof.  Eben  A.  Kelly,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born 
in  Providence,  April  9,  1833,  and  he  died  Aug.  9, 
1896.  In  local  musical  circles  he  occupied  a high 
position.  In  his  early  life  he  displayed  a strong 
aptitude  for  music,  and  the  story  of  his  career  would 
be  but  the  recount  of  a consistent  application  to  his 
chosen  profession.  Perhaps  the  most  striking  fea- 
ture of  Mr.  Kelly's  life  was  the  fact  that  in  his 
sixty-fourth  year  he  celebrated  the  fortieth  year  of 
his  service  as  organist  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Providence.  At  the  Easter  service  of 
1896  he  was  presented  with  a valuable  loving  cup 
by  his  numerous  appreciative  friends.  Few  in  any 
calling  live  to  celebrate  such  a notable  anniversary, 
and  in  connection  with  this  notable  term  as  organ- 
ist he  was  a successful  teacher  of  the  piano  for 
many  years,  occupying  a prominent  position  in  the 


musical  circles  of  Rhode  Island.  Endowed  with  a 
musical  temperament  and  aptitude  before  reacliing 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  sought  the  Mecca  of 
musicians — the  Leipzig  Conservatory — and  there 
studied  under  Riedel,  Von  Dommer  and  Schellen- 
burg.  After  three  years  spent  in  Germany,  he  re- 
turned to  assume  the  position  of  organist  in  the 
church  of  which  he  became  a member,  and  where 
after  a lapse  of  two-fifths  of  a century  he  continued 
the  honored  and  active  organist  and  musical  di- 
rector. During  this  long  period  other  organists 
came  forward  in  Providence  who  possessed  great 
ability  in  technique,  brilliancy  in  execution  and 
resource  in  composition,  but  no  one  of  the  younger 
generation  surpassed  Air.  Kelly  in  the  delicate 
handling  of  the  organ,  and  the  poetic,  dreamy  ren- 
dering of  his  favorite  movements.  The  themes  of 
his  many  compositions,  as  well  as  his  habits  of 
rendering,  proclaimed  him  to  be  of  the  romantic 
school,  not  seeking  for  a pyrotechnic  display,  with 
grand  bursts  of  sound  and  glittering  showers  of 
failing  notes,  but  compelling  the  huge  pipes  of  the 
organ  to  restrain  their  power  and  give  forth  low, 
sweet  harmonies  and  appealing  songs  befitting  the 
hour  of  devotion  and  of  prayer. 

There  were  some  who  thought  his  music  tended 
toward  sadness,  but  this  was  so  only  so  far  as  all 
poetry  and  sentiment  and  longing  are  akin  to  sad- 
ness. Exuberant  and  hilarious  music  was,  per- 
haps, not  his  forte,  but  all  music  requiring  a deli- 
cate, artistic  rendering  came  w ithin  his  sphere  and 
appealed  to  his  poetic  temperament  for  expression. 
It  is  enough  to  say  of  Mr.  Kelly’s  long  and  faithful 
service,  that  those  who  heard  his  music  most,  loved 
it  the  more  and  have  missed  it  from  their  Sunday 
devotion,  as  they  would  miss  a sw^eet  and  gentle 
voice  from  the  circle  around  the  hearth-fire. 

Professor  Kelly  w'as  married  Aug.  23,  1857,  to 
Dorcas  H.  Greene,  daughter  of  Rufus  Greene,  and 
their  children  were:  Alinerva  Bucklin,  born  June 
23,  1858,  married,  Nov.  3.  1879,  Sidney  Berkeley 
Tobey,  son  of  Hon.  E.  S.  Tobey,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
and  to  them  was  born,  Jan.  10,  1881,  a son,  Berke- 
ley Greene,  wdio  married,  Sept.  23,  1905,  Laura  P. 
Clark,  of  Agawam,  Alass.,  and  is  now'  employed 
with  the  Cheney  Alanufacturing  Plant  at  Deep 
River,  Connecticut ; Sophia  Packard  was  born 
Alarch  23,  1866;  Eben  A.  and  Benjamin  E.  died  in 
infancy. 

John  Balch  Kelly  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Providence,  attending  the  public  schools,  and  dur- 
ing his  last  year  at  high  school  abandoned  his 
studies  to  enlist  with  teachers  and  classmates  in 
Company  B,  loth  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Elisha 
Dyer,  for  three  months’  service.  He  re-enlisted  as 
first  sergeant  in  Company  I,  under  Capt.  Joseph  E. 
Kendrick,  for  nine  months’  service.  After  his  re- 
turn to  Providence  he  attended  Bryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College,  and  became  a bookkeeper  until 
1883,  when  he  was  made  treasurer  of  the  Allen 
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Print  A\'orks,  remaining  in  this  position  until  the 
business  was  closed  in  1901.  He  then  retired  to 
private  life. 

INlr.  Kelly  married  Susan  H.  INIetcalf,  daughter 
of  Henry  JMetcalf,  of  Providence,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children : Ella  M.,  who  married  Henry 
h'letcher,  deceased,  and  has  one  daughter,  Lydia 
Metcalf ; Lydia  Collins,  who  married  Col.  Zenas 
\V.  Bliss,  and  had  one  son,  Zenas  Randall ; Susan 
Louise,  who  married  George  J.  Kilton,  and  had  two 
children,  John  Balch  and  George  Williams;  and 
Bertha  Balch,  who  married  (first)  William  O. 
Hutchins,  deceased,  and  (second)  John  H.  Hambly. 

Henry  Fletceier,  agent  for  the  Fletcher  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  L, 
April  19,  1863,  son  of  Henry  and  grandson  of  Jo- 
seph Fletcher,  who  was  well-known  by  Rhode 
Island  business  men.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  IMowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical 
school,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Fletcher  IManu- 
facturing  Company,  and  worked  his  way  up  in  the 
employ  of  that  firm,  to  the  position  of  director.  ]Mr. 
Fletcher  was  a Knight  Templar,  and  a member  of 
the  D.  D.  Club.  He  belonged  to  St.  Stephen’s  Church. 
On  h'eb.  10,  1901,  he  married  Ella  M.  Kelly,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Balch  Kelly,  and  to  them  v.’as  born  in 
iNlarch,  1903,  a daughter,  Lydia  M.  IMr.  Fletcher 
died  at  his  home,  No.  21  Barnes  street,  Providence, 
Nov.  21,  1903. 

iNlL'RRAY  (Providence  family).  In  the  early 
fifties  of  the  century  but  recently  closed  there 
came  to  Providence  the  family  of  William  and 
Agnes  (Smith)  Murray,  who,  not  unlike  many 
others  coming  from  the  Province  of  Quebec,  soon 
entered  upon  that  citizenship  here — characteristic 
of  New  England's  inhabitants  coming  from  that 
section  of  the  country — that  has  proved  both  to 
their  own  advantage  and  profit  and  to  this  Com- 
monwealth's. Reference  is  especially  made  here 
to  the  late  Peter  Smith  Murray,  one  of  the  ten 
children  of  the  parents  alluded  to,  who,  through  his 
own  efforts,  unaided  and  alone,  through  the  force 
of  his  make-up,  rose  to  position  and  influence  in 
the  business  world  about  him. 

Peter  Smith  Murray  was  born  Oct.  14,  1843, 
in  Port-Xeuf,  a small  town  in  Port-Neuf  County, 
in  the  Province  of  Ouehec,  but  jiracticallv  lived 
all  his  life  in  Providence,  the  family  of  which  he 
was  a memlEer  having  moved  here  when  he  was  a 
boy  of  eight  years.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  this  city  and  acipiired  the  beginnings  of  his  busi- 
ness training  at  Bryant  & Stratton’s  commercial 
college  in  Providence.  Immediately  after  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  office  of  the  business  house 
of  which  he  ultimately  became  the  chief  owner, 
d'his  was  the  old  and  well-known  fancy  goods 
jobbing  concern  of  Burrington  & Hutchins.  With 
no  other  capital  for  a start  than  his  remarkable 
aptitude  for  the  multifarious  details  of  a business 
of  this  sort,  and  his  power  of  application,  he  became 


in  a comparatively  few  years  a partner  in  the 
firm,  the  name  being  then  changed  to  Hutchins  & 
^Murray.  He  still  continued  to  advance,  and  when 
Air.  Hutchins  withdrew  Air.  Alurray  became  the 
senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Alurray,  Spink  & 
Go.,  which  succeeded  the  old  concern.  Some  two 
years  before  Air.  Murray’s  death  further  changes 
were  made  in  the  firm,  new  partners  were  taken  in, 
and  the  style  was  again  changed,  this  time  to 
Murray,  Blanchard,  Young  & Company,  now 
Blanchard,  Young  & Company. 

The  entire  business  life  of  Air.  Murray  was 
thus  centered  in  one  mercantile  concern,  in  which 
he  rose  by  reason  of  his  many  excellent  qualities 
from  a comparatively  insignificant  position  to  the 
head  of  the  house.  Under  his  direction  the  busi- 
ness grew  rapidly  to  the  large  proportions  it  had 
attained  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a man 
who  always  gave  his  closest  personal  attention  to 
his  business,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  his  death 
was  hastened  by  his  continuing  to  work  when  the 
interests  of  his  health  counseled  rest.  He  was 
possessed  of  a kindly  disposition,  which  made  him 
many  friends  in  and  out  of  business  circles.  He 
was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church. 

Air.  Murray  died  at  his  home  on  Elmwood  ave- 
nue, Providence,  R.  I.,  Sept.  17,  1899.  He  had 
married  Oct.  22,  1872,  Elizabeth  Wickes  Greene, 
daughter  of  Anthony  Holden  Greene. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wickes  (Greene)  Alurray  is 
descended  from  a remarkably  distinguished  an- 
cestry. In  her  paternal  line  she  is  in  the  eighth 
generation  from 

(I)  Dr.  John  Greene,  of  Salisbury,  England, 
son  of  Richard  Greene,  of  Bowridge  Hill,  Gilling- 
ham, Dorsetshire,  England ; grandson  of  Richard 
Greene,  of  that  same  place,  and  great-grandson  of 
Robert  Greene.  Dr.  John  Greene  came  to  America 
in  1635,  stopping  at  Salem  and  thence  going  to 
Providence,  where  he  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors in  1636,  and  one  of  the  original  purchas- 
ers and  founders  of  the  town  of  Warwick  in  1642. 
This  Greene  family  gave  to  the  Colony  and  State 
a number  of  public  officials,  among  them  a deputy 
governor,  John  Greene  (2)  ; a chief  justice  who 
sat  on  the  Bench  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Kent  county  all  through  the  Revolution ; Philip 
Greene,  an  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  court 
of  Rhode  Island;  two  Colonial  governors,  William 
and  A\hlliam  (2)  ; and  two  Revolutionary  officers 
of  distinction,  Gen.  Nathanael  and  Col.  Christo- 
pher Greene. 

From  Dr.  John  Greene,  or,  as  he  was  styled, 
‘‘John  Greene,  Surgeon,”  Airs.  Alurray’s  lineage  is 
through 

(II)  John  Greene  (2),  general  recorder,  at- 
torney-general, major  of  the  main,  deputy  gov- 
ernor. His  wife  was  Ann  Almy. 

(HI)  Job  Greene,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
deputy,  assistant  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
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Deputies,  1727-28.  He  married  Phebe  Sayles,  a 
granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams. 

(IV)  Philip  Greene,  son  of  Job,  followed  in 
the  steps  of  his  distinguished  father.  He  became 
town  clerk,  assistant,  deputy,  for  twenty-five  years 
a justice  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Kent 
county  (1759-1784),  associate  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme court  (1768-69),  and  moderator  of  town 
meetings  with  a few  exceptions  from  1757  to  1774, 
and  in  1776,  1777  and  1779.  He  married  Eliza- 
l>eth  Wickes,  a great-granddaughter  of  the  noted 
Samuel  Gorton,  of  Warwick. 

(V)  William  Greene,  son  of  Philip,  was  Born 
Oct.  25,  1746,  at  “Pastuxet.”  He  married  Jan.  4, 
1774,  Welthian,  born  March  15,  1746,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Welthian  (Greene)  Lippitt,  of  old 
Warwick,  and  granddaughter  of  Richard  Greene, 
of  “Stone  Castle.”  By  will  iNIr.  Greene  inherited 
the  “Pastuxet”  homestead  in  old  Warwick,  and 
he  was  engaged  as  a farmer.  He  possessed  fine 
literary  tastes  and  mathematical  skill.  In  1784 
he  was  elected  an  associate  justice  of  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  Kent  county,  succeeding  his 
father.  Chief  Justice  Philip  Greene,  who  owing  to 
advanced  years  declined  longer  service.  Whlliam 
Greene  died  Jan.  3,  1809.  and  his  widow  passed 
awav  Sept.  12th  of  the  same  year.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Thomas  Lippitt,  born  Oct.  t6,  1774; 
Christopher,  May  8,  1776;  Harriet,  April  2, 
Catharine,  .April  8,  1780:  Philip,  July  25,  1782; 
Mhlliam  W.,  July  15,  1784;  Jeremiah,  Sept.  10, 

1787- 

(\T)  Thomas  Lippitt  Greene,  son  of  Whlliam, 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1774,  in  old  Warwick,  R.  I. 
He  married  Alay  i,  1803.  .Anne  Gibbs,  born  Aug. 
14,  1780.  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Sarah  (War- 
ner) Holden,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Randall 
and  Naomi  (Potter)  Holden.  Mr.  Greene  was  a 
mariner  and  died  Nov.  28,  1816.  His  children 
were:  Thomas  Holden,  born  Alarch  17,  1804; 
Sally  Holden,  June  12,  1805;  Philip,  July  26.  1806; 
Welthian  Lippitt,  ]\Iay  19,  1808;  .Anthony  Holden, 
Dec.  25,  i8to;  Lewis.  Alarch  2,  1813;  and  Nancy 
Holden  and  .Anne  Gibbs  (twins),  April  12,  1815. 

(VII)  .Anthony  Holden  Greene  was  born  in 
Warwick.  R.  I.,  Dec.  25,  1810.  He  married  Cor- 
nelia. daughter  of  John  I.  and  Ruth  (Gardiner) 
Robinson,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Wickes)  Gardiner,  of  Aliddletown,  R. 
I.  Mr.  Greene  was  a contractor  and  builder,  and 
in  early  married  life  was  engaged  in  business  at 
Scio,  iMich.,  for  a few  years,  later  returning  to 
Rhode  Island.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
.Anthony  Holden  and  Cornelia  (Robinson)  Greene: 
Cornelia  Robinson,  born  June  26,  1841,  died  Nov. 
3,  1846:  Elizabeth  Wickes  married  Peter  Smith 
Murray : John  Robinson  married  Alary  Elizabeth 
Mott : Edwin  Holden  married  Alary  Ellen  Chase, 
and  they  have  had  four  children.  Alary  Ellen,  Ed- 
win .Anthony,  John  Robinson,  and  Alabel  Erances 
(born  Oct.  18,  1889,  died  Jan.  19,  1890). 


(VIII)  Elizabeth  Wickes  Greene  was  married 
Oct.  22,  1872,  to  Peter  Smith  Alurray,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  cbildren,  Jeannie  Robinson 
and  Richard  Hubbard;  the  latter  married  June  ir, 
1907,  Theo  Blanche  Chollar,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence. 

WILLIAAI  CORNELL  (deceased),  for  many 
years  one  O'f  Newport’s  leading  merchants,  was  a 
man  of  exemplary  and  honorable  life,  whose 
sterling  qualities  assured  him  a high  place  in  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  Cornell  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  William  Cornell  was  in  the  ninth  generation 
from  the  original  American  emigrant,  Thomas. 

(I)  Thomas  Cornell  was  born  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  England,  about  1595,  and  there  married 
Rebecca  Briggs.  In  1638,  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  came  to  .America,  and,  locating  first  at  Bos- 
ton, Alass.,  afterward  moved  to  Rhode  Island,  and 
bought  land  in  Portsmouth.  This  land,  on  what  is 
now  the  West  Alain  Road,  is  at  present  owned  by 
one  of  his  descendants.  Rev.  John  Cornell,  AI.  .A., 
who  spends  his  summers  there.  Thomas  Cornell 
died  at  his  home  in  1653,  and  his  wife  died  Feb.  8, 
1673,  aged  seventy-three. 

(II)  Thomas  Cornell  (2),  born  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  England,  came  to  Rhode  Island  with  his 
parents  and  became  a farmer  and  land  owner  in 
Portsmouth.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  un- 
known. His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Earle,  who, 
after  Air.  Cornell’s  death,  married  David  Lake.  By 
both  marriages  there  were  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  were  sons. 

(III)  Thomas  Cornell  (3)  was  born  in  1653. 
He  inherited  considerable  land  from  his  father, 
added  to  it,  and  was  one  of  the  large  land  owners  of 
Portsmouth,  where  he  spent  his  life.  He  died 
Oct.  14,  1714,  aged  sixty-one  years.  He  married 
Susan  Lawton,  and  they  had  three  children : 
Thomas,  born  in  1674,  died  April  18,  1728; 
George;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  1690,  died  July  19, 
1750,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Cranston. 

(IV)  George  Cornell  was  born  in  1676.  and, 
like  his  father,  was  a lifelong  farmer  in  Ports- 
mouth. where  he  died  Nov.  3,  I753>  ^^ged  seventy- 
six.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Three  times  married,  his  first  wife  was  Philadelphia 
Fastis  (or  Eustis),  of  Salem,  Alass.,  to  whom  he 
was  united  in  Newport.  .After  her  death,  he  mar- 
ried at  the  Friends  Aleeting,  in  Newport.  Nov.  it, 
1696,  Deliverance,  daughter  of  Gov.  Walter  Clark. 
She  died  Oct.  8,  1732.  and  Air.  Cornell  married,  a 
third  time,  Abigail  Sisson,  daughter  of  John  Sis- 
son, becoming  his  wife  Alarch  8.  1735-  He  was 
the  father  of  sixteen  children. 

(V)  Clark  Cornell,  sixth  son  of  George  and 
Deliverance,  was  born  July  23,  1714,  and  married, 
Oct.  2,  1735,  Priscilla  Lawton,  daughter  of  Robert 
Lawton,  of  Newport.  They  had  six  children. 

(A  I)  George  T.  Cornell,  oldest  son  of  Clark, 
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was  born  Sept.  26,  1736,  and  made  his  home  in 
Newport,  where  he  died  in  1799.  His  wife  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  Elizabeth  Cranston,  of  James- 
town, R.  I.  They  were  married  Aug.  10,  1756, 
and  had  five  children. 

(VII)  George  Cornell  was  horn  July  2,  1764, 
and  died  in  1841.  He  married  IMiss  Child. 

(VIII)  George  Cornell  was  born  in  1797,  and 
died  in  Hay,  1855.  He  served  his  country  as  a 
soldier  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie. 
On  Nov.  8,  1815,  he  married  Maria  Rodman,  and 
they  had  six  children,  as  follows : William ; Mary 
Rodman,  born  in  1819,  who  married,  IMay  3,  1842, 
William  Henry  Chase ; Catherine,  horn  in  1822,  who 
married,  Nov.  22,  1842,  Nathan  Hammett;  Al- 
zada,  born  in  1823,  who  died  in  1850;  Adelaide, 
horn  in  1829,  who  married  Thomas  Chapman,  and 
Oscar,  now  living  in  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

(IX)  William  Cornell  was  horn  May  14,  1817, 
in  Newport,  where  his  entire  life  was  spent.  After 
acquiring  a common-school  education,  while  still  a 
boy,  he  entered  IMichael  Freeborn’s  grocery  store 
as  a clerk,  and  remained  there  several  years.  He, 
then,  in  partnership  with  John  Dennis,  established 
the  grocery  finn  of  Cornell  & Dennis,  which  con- 
tinued until  1856,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and 
i\Ir.  Cornell  began  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  opened  a grocery  store  at  the  intersection  of 
Spring,  Broadway  and  Bull  streets,  and  continued 
there  until  his  death,  meeting  with  ever  increas- 
ing success.  A few  years  before  his  death  he  took 
his  son,  the  late  Rodman  Cornell,  into  partnership 
with  him,  the  firm  name  becoming  William  Cornell 
& Son.  After  his  father’s  death  the  son  carried  on 
the  business  until  his  own  demise,  and  then  the  heirs 
conducted  the  business  along  the  same  lines  and  at 
the  old  location  until  1906. 

On  Sept.  29,  1840,  William  Cornell  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  Vernon  Chase,  daughter  of 
Elisha  Chase,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them : Henry,  the  eldest,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Alark  was  for  a time  associated  with  his 
father  in  business,  but  later  became  a bookkeeper 
for  the  Appletons,  publishers,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained sixteen  years;  he  died  in  Newport,  unmar- 
ried. Ellen,  the  only  daughter,  still  resides  at  the 
old  homestead.  Rodman,  who  succeeded  his  father 
in  business,  and  died  in  Newport,  married  Miss 
Charlotte  Sweetland  Anderson,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Ethel  Burd. 

The  death  of  ]\lr.  William  Cornell  occurred  at 
his  home  in  1887,  and  caused  widespread  regret.  A 
man  of. unusual  beauty  of  character  in  his  home,  he 
was  also  warmly  esteemed  in  both  business  and  so- 
cial relations.  While  quiet  and  unassuming,  he  yet 
possessed  all  the  force  and  power  required  to  make 
a success  of  his  financial  ventures,  but  the  success 
was  never  gained  through  injustice  to  another.  In 
politics  Mr.  Cornell  was  a good  Republican,  but 
sought  no  active  part  in  the  city's  affairs.  In 


church  work,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  prominent, 
and  at  his  death  had  served  for  thirty  years  as 
treasurer  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a devout  member  and  liberal  supporter. 
The  genuineness  of  his  Christian  character  was 
fully  appreciated  by  his  associates  in  church  work, 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  resolutions  passed 
after  his  death  by  the  vestry  of  Trinity  and  St. 
Stephen’s  Guild : 

Newport,  Mch.  3,  1887. 

At  a regular  meeting  of  St.  Stephen’s  Guild,  held 
on  Tuesday,  Mch.  l,  1887,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

That  Where.\s  our  Heavenly  Father,  in  His 
Divine  wisdom,  has  taken  from  this  world  one  of  our 
honorary  members,  William  Cornell, 

Resolved,  that  this  Guild  extend  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  their  sympathies  in  this,  their  bereavement. 

Resolved,  that  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to 
the  family  qf  the  deceased,  and  a copy  be  placed  on  the 
records  of  this  Guild. 

(Signed)  A.  R.  Underwood, 

Sec’y,  St.  Stephen’s  Guild. 

At  a meeting  of  the  ve'stry  of  Trinity  Church, 
Newport,  R.  L,  held  Monday  evening,  Feb.  7, 
1887,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed : 

The  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  having  heard  with 
pain  and  regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Cornell, 
their  associate  for  many  years,  desire  to  express  their 
deep  sense  of  the  loss  the  Church  has  sustained  in  his 
death,  and  their  high  appreciation  of  his  worth,  his 
Christian  virtues  and  his  long  and  faithful  service  as 
Treasurer,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  1862.  During 
all  these  years  he  has  cared  for  the  funds  placed  in  his 
hands  in  a manner  that  has  made  his  name  synonymous 
with  probity  and  fidelity.  He  was  a man  of  singular  purity 
of  character ; none  ever  heard  him  say  aught  to  disparage 
a fellow  being,  and  no  one  can  recall  an  instance  when  he 
was  not  correct  and  just  and  honorable  in  his  dealings. 
He  avoided  the  crowded  walks  of  Hfe,  and  took  no  part 
in  any  public  excitement  or  demonstration ; but  uniformly 
kept  to  his  own  quiet  way,  striving  to  be  just  to  all,  true 
to  his  religious  belief,  and  to  be  ready  for  that  summons 
which  must  in  turn  come  to  us  all.  As  he  lived,  so  he 
died,  a good  and  upright  and  righteous  man. 

Resolved,  that  we  sincerely  mourn  the  loss  of  our 
late  associate,  and  that  in  a body  the  members  of  this 
Vestry  will  attend  his  funeral. 

Resolved,  that  a copy  of  this  preamble  and  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  by  the 
secretary. 

(Signed)  Job  T.  Langley, 

Secretary. 

PHILIP  LINTON  was  born  April  30,  1836,  in 
Scotland,  of  Irish  parents,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  when  six  years  old.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Providence,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
began  to  learn  the  jewelry  business  in  that  city. 
Mr.  Linton  has,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years, 
followed  that  business  ever  since. 

I he  P.  & A.  Linton  Company,  of  which  he  was 
the  main  incorporator,  and  is  now  the  president  and 
treasurer,  is  one  of  the  oldest  concerns  in  its  line  in 
Providence,  having  been  established  in  1857. 
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DANIEL  COON  CHESTER.  In  the  adjacent 
territory  of  Connecticut,  New  London  county,  the 
Chesters  have  dwelt  for  two  centuries  or  more,  and 
have  been  among  the  leading  families  of  their  com- 
munities and  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  from  the 
Connecticut  stock  have  gone  out  men  of  achieve- 
ment, among  them  the  late  Joseph  Lemuel  Chester 
(“Julian  Cramer”),  antiquarian  and  authoir,  him- 
self of  Connecticut  birth,  whose  achievements  were 
such  as  to  give  him  a memory  tablet  in  Westminster 
Abbey ; and  Albert  Huntington  Chester,  Ph.  D., 
Sc.  D.,  the  chemist  and  mineralogist. 

The  Westerly  Rhode  Island  family  of  Chesters 
descend  through  Christopher  Chester,  of  the  Con- 
necticut stock,  and  have  in  their  lives  given  evi- 
dence of  the  family  traits  of  high  integrity,  fidelity  to 
duty,  and  right  living.  In  Daniel  Coon  Chester,  who 
was  retired  from  the  Revenue  Cutter  Service  as 
Senior  Chief  Engineer  in  1902,  the  family  has  had 
a worthy  representative,  the  State  an  honorable  citi- 
zen, and  the  government  a faithful  servant. 

(I)  Capt.  Samuel  Chester,  “commander  and 
owner  and  factor  in  the  West  India  trade,”  arrived 
in  Boston  in  1663.  That  year  he  located  in  New 
London,  at  the  same  time  for  a few  years  carry- 
ing on  business  in  Boston.  He  was  skilled  in  both 
navigation  and  surveying  and  was  esteemed  as  a 
judicious  and  worthy  man.  A sea  captain  in  earlier 
life,  he  had  visited  foreign  ports,  trading  among  the 
people  with  good  success.  He  had  a large  landed 
estate,  partly  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Groton,  covering  the  grounfl 
where  Fort  Griswold  and  Groton  monument  now 
stand.  He  also  had  large  tracts  to  the  north  and 
south  of  Groton  point.  Captain  Chester  held  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  the  North  Parish  of  New 
London,  now  the  town  of  Montville,  Conn.  He 
died  in  1710.  He  married  Hannah,  and  his  chil- 
dren, so  far  as  known,  were : Abraham,  John,  Han- 
nah and  Jonathan.  Of  these,  John  married  (first), 
in  1716,  Mercy  Starr. 

(H)  Abraham  Chester,  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
ried and  became  the  father  of  several  children, 
among  whom  was  Christopher,  mentioned  below. 

(HI)  Joseph  Chester,  a son  of  John,  and 
grandson  of  Samuel,  born  in  March,  1730,  married 
(first),  in  1753,  Rachel,  daughter  of  Rev.  James 
Hillhouse,  and  (second),  in  1757,  Elizabeth  Otis, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Joseph  Otis.  Joseph  Chester 
settled  in  what  is  now  Montville,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  a large  land  owner  and  was  occupied  in  farm- 
ing. 

(II)  Jonathan  Chester  married,  in  January. 
1723-24,  Mary  Rogers.  In  1777  he  sold  the  land 
upon  which  Fort  Griswold  stands  to  the  United 
States  Government. 

(HI)  Thomas  Chester,  a son  of  John  and 
grandson  of  Capt.  Samuel,  born  Aug.  18,  1721,  in 
Groton,  Conn.,  married,  in  1743,  Sarah  Eldridge, 
and  lived  and  died  in  the  town  of  his  birth,  dying 
Jan.  13,  1798. 


(IV)  Deacon  Elisha  Chester,  son  of  Thomas 
(above),  born  in  Groton,  Dec.  12,  1767,  married, 
I5>  ^794>  Mary  Walworth,  and  they  resided  in 
the  town  of  Groton.  He  was  a farmer — a quiet, 
industrious  and  thoughtful  man. 

(HI)  Christopher  Chester,  son  of  Abraham, 
was  born  in  Groton,  Conn.,  Oct.  26,  1757,  and  he 
died  June  6,  1831.  In  December,  1775,  he  enlisted 
as  a private  under  Capt.  Gallup  and  Col.  Parsons,  of 
Connecticut,  for  twelve  months ; in  April,  1777,  he 
enlisted  for  six  months  under  Capt.  Smith  and  Col. 
S.  Warner,  of  New  Hampshire;  later  for  three 
months  he  was  under  Avery  for  guard  duty  at 
Groton.  He  was  engaged  in  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne.  On  April  i,  1818,  he  applied  for  a pension, 
which  was  granted.  On  Jan.  3,  1779,  he  married 
Martha  Chase,  who  was  born  March  27,  1753,  and 
who  died  Jan.  i,  1828.  Their  children  of  Westerly 
record  were:  Martha,  born  Jan.  16,  1780,  died 
May  5,  1837;  Christopher,  born  June  4,  1781,  died 
Oct.  6,  1783;  Lemuel,  Jan.  5 (or  6),  1783;  John 
Chase,  July  8,  1785;  Christopher  (2),  Feb.  24, 

1792. 

(I\’)  Lemuel  Chester,  son  of  Christopher,  born 
Jan.  6 (or  5),  1783,  married,  Sept.  20,  1804,  Nancy 
Burdick,  and  their  children  of  Westerly  record 
were:  Lemuel,  born  July  i,  1805;  Ann,  Sept.  19, 
1806;  Frederic  Oliver  Chase,  May  12,  1808;  Eliza- 
beth Martha,  March  22,  1810;  Hannah,  March  22, 
1812;  Sophronia,  April  18,  1814;  Eunice,  May  26, 
1816  ; Ursula,  Nov.  30,  1818. 

(IV)  John  Chase  Chester,  son  of  Christopher, 
born  July  8,  1785,  married,  at  Shelter  Island,  N. 
Y.,  April  4,  1808,  Nancy  Cartwright,  and  among 
their  children  of  Westerly  record  was  John  Ed- 
ward, born  July  10,  1809. 

(IV)  Christopher  Chester  (2),  born  in  Wes- 
terly, Feb’.  24,  1792,  son  of  Christopher,  spent  his 
boyhood  and  early  school  days  in  Westerly.  He 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but  later  in  life  was  or- 
dained a minister  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church,  preached  in  Rhode  Island,  and  had  charge 
of  a church  near  Rome,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
died  in  Hopkinton,  Nov.  10,  1877.  On  Dec.  9, 
1813,  he  married  Olive  Burdick,  who  was  born  in 
Stonington,  June  16,  1795,  and  who  died  Dec.  31, 
1883.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Christopher  N., 
born  Nov.  7,  1814,  died  July  ii,  1900.  He  married 
Ann  Maxson,  and  had  four  children : John  Henry 
and  Horace  S.,  of  Hopkinton ; Miss  Olivia,  and 
Martha  (Mrs.  Palmer  Green,  of  Rockville,  R.  I.). 
(2)  Benjamim  F.,  born  Sept.  13,  1816,  died  Jan.  22, 
1889.  He  married  Susan  Langworthy,  and  had 
six  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  Albert  L.,  Gilbert,  deceased,  and  Amos 
F-  (3)  H.,  born  Nov.  28,  1818,  resides  in 

North  Stonington,  Conn.  He  married  Emeline 
Merritt,  and  of  their  children,  Louise  married  James 
Court  Barber,  a carpenter  of  Westerly;  John  C.  is 
a nurse  in  New  York;  and  Herbert  lives  in  New 
York.  (4)  George  D.,  born  IMarch  27,  1821,  mar- 
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ried  Charlotte  \'ars  and  died  July  12,  1881.  (5) 

Olive  C.,  born  SejJt.  27,  1823,  married  Russell  \\  . 
Merritt,  and  died  March  ii,  1876.  Her  son, 
Dwight  R.,  is  of  Ashaway,  R.  I.  (6)  Martha  C., 
l)orn  July  18,  1826,  married  Joseph  Perry,  and  died 
July  23,  1893.  Their  son,  Welford,  is  a farmer  near 
Rome,  N.  Y.  (7)  Oliver  B.,  born  Jan.  16,  1829,  mar- 
ried Fanny  Sisson,  and  lives  at  Stillmanville,  R.  I. 
They  have  two  children — Irving,  and  Nettie,  who 
married  Judge  N.  B.  Lewis.  (8)  Daniel  C.,  born 
Sept.  2,  1831,  married  Louise  Sutphen.  (9)  Susan 
M.,  born  IMarch  i,  1835,  resides  at  Hopkinton,  R. 
1.  (10)  Sarah  E.,  born  July  2,  1837,  died  Jan. 

22,  1889. 

(V)  Daniel  Coon  Chester,  born  Sept.  2,  1831, 
in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  lived  in  his  native  town  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  New 
Orleans,  there  spending  about  four  years.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  engineering  at  the  Nov- 
elty Iron  Works,  and  the  iNIorgan  Works,  in  New 
York  City.  He  put  up  the  engine  on  the  steamer 
‘‘Perseverance,”  of  the  iMorgan  line,  and  took  her 
to  New  Orleans,  and  there  went  into  the  Lowell 
Line  on  the  steamer  “Falcon,”  running  from  New 
Orleans  to  Navy  Bay;  and  was  on  the  “Crescent 
City,”  from  New  York  to  New’  Orleans.  In  1859 
he  went  into  the  Navy  Yard  at  Brooklyn,  and  from 
iNIarch,  1863,  until  iSIay,  1865,  served  in  the  navy  as 
acting  first  assistant  engineer  on  the  flag  ship 
“Ticonderoga,”  of  the  West  Indies  Squadron.  He 
had  charge  of  the  “A.  D.  Vance,”  which  was  cap- 
tured as  a blockader,  and  fitted  up  as  a cruiser.  He 
participated  in  the  fights  at  Fort  Fisher. 

On  June  9,  1865,  appointed  chief  en- 

gineer in  the  revenue  cutter  service,  and  superin- 
tended the  construction  of  the  United  States  revenue 
cutter,  “S.  P.  Chase,”  and  took  her  up  on  Lake 
Ontario,  remaining  on  her  nine  years.  He  superin- 
tended the  building  of  the  “Dallas,”  for  the  Port- 
land Station,  and  remained  on  her  for  three  years ; 
then  he  went  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  built  the 
“McLain,”  on  which  he  went  to  Galveston  for  three 
years.  Briefl}',  his  later  service  was  as  follows : 
Ordered  to  Boston  Cutter  for  about  three  years ; 
rebuilt  the  “Fessender”  at  Detroit;  went  to  New 
York  on  the  “Grand”  and  stayed  there  nine  years  ; 
went  to  Camden,  X.  J.,  and  looked  after  building  of 
two  vessels;  went  to  Buffalo  and  built  a cutter 
there ; went  to  Boston  and  built  the  “Manning” ; 
superintended  the  building  of  machinery  at  Spring- 
field.  111.,  for  the  cutter  for  the  Yukon  river;  super- 
intended the  building  of  the  boiler  for  a cutter  for 
service  in  the  Great  Lakes;  and  was  retired  from 
service  .\pril  12,  1902,  as  Senior  Chief  Engineer. 
Summary  of  service : I'rom  Eastport,  including 
Newport,  three  years,  three  months ; from  New- 
port. including  Baltimore,  eight  years,  three 
months ; south  of  Baltimore,  three  years,  three 
months;  Great  Lakes,  nine  years,  eight  months; 
s])ecial  duty,  seven  years,  five  months ; leave  or 
waiting  orders,  four  months ; waiting  orders  by 


request,  no  time ; waiting  orders,  one  year.  He 
ranks  as  captain  in  the  army  and  lieutenant  in  the 
navy. 

Daniel  Coon  Chester  was  married  in  New  York 
City,  April  27,  1854,  to  Miss  Louise  Sutphen,  and 
they  had  children : Ella  Medora  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years ; Ida  Matilda  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years ; Carrie  Olive,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  married  William  W.  Wilcox,  and 
had  one  daughter,  Gladys  Chester ; Charlene  Be- 
dell married  James  H.  Blackler,  of  Westerly,  and 
has  a daughter,  Louise ; William  Youngs  died  in 
infancy;  George  Eddy,  who  resides  in  North  Ston- 
ington,  married  Annie  Tomlinson,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Julia;  James  Ernest,  of  Groton,  Conn., 
employed  at  the  Eastern  Ship  Building  Company, 
married  Claude  Jones,  and  has  one  son,  Daniel 
Alexander ; and  Ray  Addison  is  w’ith  Brown  & 
Sharpe  Company,  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

NICHOLAS  BOONE  SPINK  (deceased),  one 
of  the  prominent  agriculturists  in  the  farming  dis- 
trict around  North  Kingstown,  and  owner  of  the 
valuable  estate  now  know’n  as  the  Narragansett 
Bay  Farm,  belonged  to  one  of  the  old  Rhode  Island 
families  descended  from  the  original  settler,  Robert 
Spink. 

Robert  Spink  was  an  Englishman,  born  in  1615, 
and  when  twenty  years  of  age  sailed  from  London 
for  America.  His  first  years  in  the  New  World 
are  veiled  in  oblivion  but  from  1648  to  1665  there 
are  records  of  him  at  Newport  and  Portsmouth. 
He  settled  in  the  latter  year  at  North  Kingstown, 
where  his  descendants  have  been  found  ever  since. 
He  died  probably  early  in  1695,  as  his  will  was 
proved  iMarch  27,  1695.  His  wdfe  Alice,  bore  him 
many  children,  Robert,  John,  Shibna.  Nicholas, 
Samuel,  Ishmael,  Benjamin,  Margaret,  Sarah  and 
Elizabeth. 

John  Spink,  born  Sept.  6,  1700,  married  for  his 
first  wife  Sarah  Tibbetts,  and  they  had  one  child, 
iMargaret,  born  Sept.  11,  1725.  By  the  second 
wife,  Hannah  Carpenter,  there  was  a large  family, 
namely:  Samuel,  born  Dec.  31,  1729;  Ishmael, 
Eeb.  12.  1731  ; Oliver,  Dec.  23,  1733:  John.  iMarch 
21,  1736;  Sarah,  Oct.  9,  1738;  Nicholas,  Jan.  24, 
1743  (died  in  April,  1807)  ; Silas,  March  3,  1745; 
and  Hannah,  July  23,  1746. 

Nicholas  Spink  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Boone.  His  death  occurred  in  April,  1807. 
He  and  his  wife  had  twelve  children,  namely: 
Hannah.  l)orn  in  January,  1770,  who  married 
Thomas  I'ry ; John,  born  June  22,  1771,  who  mar- 
ried Catherine  Allen  ; IMary,  born  March  25,  1773, 
who  married  Jonathan  Reynolds,  and  died  Feb. 
23.  1851  ; Samuel,  born  h'eb.  17,  1775,  who  married 
Barl)ara  Lindley ; Christopher,  born  March  17  (or 
15)'  U77’  'vho  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  C.  Northrup,  and  died  iMarch  16,  1832; 
Boone,  born  .\pril  15.  1779.  who  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  George  Tennant;  Nicholas,  bom  Feb. 
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II,  1781,  who  married  Hannah  Potter;  Ann,  born 
Jan.  lo,  1783,  who  married  Samuel  Scott 
and  died  Oct.  24,  1825 ; Lncy,  born  Jan. 
5,  1785,  who  married  James  McKenzie;  Wil- 
liam, born  Jnly  12,  1786,  who  married  Sally  Bissell ; 
Franklin,  born  March  27,  1788,  who  married  Mary 
Dyer;  and  Martha,  born  July  24,  1790,  who  married 
(first)  Christopher  Allen  and  (second)  Jonathan 
N.  Arnold. 

Nicholas  Spink,  who  was  born  Feb.  ii,  1781, 
died  Nov.  i,  1862.  He  married  Aug.  12,  1802, 
Hannah  Potter.  He  built  the  house  on  Quidnes- 
sett  Neck,  on  the  old  Spink  homestead,  now  occu- 
pied by  William  Boone  Babcock,  and  there  he 
and  his  wife  reared  their  family,  namely : Matilda, 
born  March  15,  1804,  who  married  June  29,  1820, 
Charles  Eldred ; Eliza,  born  Dec.  21,  1807,  who 
married  June  27,  1838,  Amos  Cnderwood;  and 
Nicholas  Boone. 

Nicholas  Boone  Spink  was  born  Oct.  26,  1811, 
on  the  homestead  at  Quidnessett  Neck,  endeared 
to  the  family  as  the  birthplace  of  its  representatives 
for  many  generations.  The  piazza  of  the  old  house 
commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  beautiful  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay  and  of  the  landscape  beyond.  So 
desirable  an  attraction  is  the  site  that  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  the  owner,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Mr.  Spink,  has  resisted  the  advantageous  ofifers 
made  by  would-be  purchasers  of  the  property. 

Nicholas  Boone  Spink  spent  his  life  on  this 
ancestral  estate,  having  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  the  common  schools  afforded.  His  father 
was  an  industrious,  hard-working  farmer,  and 
early  impressed  upon  his  son  the  importance  of 
diligence  and  economy  as  essential  to  success. 
When  a lad  he  therefore  gave  a helping  hand  to 
the  labor  of  the  farm,  and  after  his  marriage  as- 
sumed entire  charge  of  the  property  which  finally 
became  his  by  inheritance.  He  continued  the  ac- 
tive life  of  an  agriculturist  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  ii,  1882,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of 
the  successful  farmers  of  North  Kingstown. 

In  politics  a firm  Whig  as  was  his  father  be- 
fore him,  Mr.  Spink  later  emlorsed  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  mnch  interested 
in  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  and  cast  his  vote 
with  great  regularity,  but  always  declined  to  hold 
office,  though  frequently  urged  to  accept  such 
honor.  He  was  domestic  in  his  tastes,  fond  of  his 
home,  and  never  happier  than  when  enjoying  the 
pleasures  of  the  family  circle.  He  was  a supporter 
of  the  Quidnesset  Baptist  Church,  and  a constant 
attendant  upon  its  services. 

On  March  12,  1839,  Mr.  .Spink  married  Erne- 
line  Ery  Spink,  daughter  of  Boone  Spink,  of 
Wickford.  They  had  two  children  ; Matilda  El- 
dred, born  Sept,  ii,  1843,  married  Jan.  24,  1867, 
^Villiam  Ray  Babcock,  son  of  Ray  Babcock ; and 
Ella  Josepha,  born  June  3,  1850.  married  Oct.  i, 
1870,  C.  E.  Nichols,  and  had  one  son,  Edgar  Spink, 
deceased. 


William  Ray  Babcock,  son  of  Ray  Bab- 
cock, and  son-in-law  of  Nicholas  B.  Spink, 
was  born  on  the  Bateman  farm  in  North  Kings- 
town, July  5,  1843,  mid  his  boyhood  days  were 
passed  in  his  native  town,  and  in  East  Greenwich 
and  Warwick.  He  attended  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy.  In  Eebruary,  1862,  he  came  to  live  on 
the  Spink  farm,  and  on  Jan.  24,  1867,  married  M,a- 
tilda  Eldred  Spink,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Boone 
Spink.  They  have  had  four  children,  namely : 
William  Boone,  born  Jan.  5,  1872,  died  Jan.  5, 
1872;  William  Boone  (2),  born  April  13,  1873; 
Gertrude,  born  Dec.  21,  1877,  died  Eeb.  7,  1880; 
and  Ray,  born  Aug.  19,  1881,  died  Nov.  22, 
1889. 

William  Boone  Babcock  was  born  April  13, 
1873,  on  the  Nicholas  Boone  Spink  farm,  now 
known  as  the  Narragansett  Bay  Farm.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy,  chose  farming  as  his  occupation  and  is 
one  of  the  most  progressive,  up-to-date  farmers 
in  the  South  County.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  Nov.  6,  1902,  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Annie  May  Reynolds,  daughter  -of  Allen  Rey- 
nolds. She  is  a member  of  the  Davisville  Grange. 
Both  Mr.  Babcock  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Quidnesset  Baptist  Church. 

JOHN  T.  COTTRELL,  who  for  many  years 
was  an  active  business  man  of  Pawtucket,  was  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  his  first  American  ancestor  ac- 
companied the  Cabots  on  one  of  their  exploring  voy- 
ages to  the  New  WMrld. 

The  grandfather  of  John  T.  Cottrell  was  a man 
of  affairs  in  Rhode  Island,  where  he  passed  a long 
and  useful  life,  dying  in  South  Kingstown  in  1843. 
One  of  his  sons,  John  Stanton  Cottrell,  born  April 
8,  1801,  was  a prosperous  farmer  and  gave  all  of 
his  children  the  advantages  of  a good  education. 
He  married  Desire  Pearce  Northrup,  and  the  oldest 
child  of  this  marriage,  John  T.  Cottrell,  was  born 
at  South  Kingstown,  Aug.  2,  1833. 

John  T.  Cottrell  (received  his  early  education 
in  the  high  school  of  his  native  town,  and  after- 
ward supplemented  this  with  study  at  the  Adelphian 
Academv  of  Brockton  (now  Bridgewater,  Mass.). 
It  was  his  intention  to  enter  college  after  leaving 
the  academy,  and  later  to  take  up  one  of  the  profes- 
sions as  his  life  work,  but  he  had  to  abandon  this 
determination,  because  of  the  exceeding  weakness 
of  his  eyes,  he  being  warned  by  his  oculist  to  leave 
his  books  and  seek  relief  by  total  abstinence  from 
reading.  Eor  the  next  few  years  he  aided  his  fa- 
ther in  superintending  the  large  home  farm,  and  he 
later  went  to  Narragansett  Pier,  where  he  estab- 
lished a large  coal  and  lumber  business,  which  he 
successfully  conducted  for  seven  years.  In  1873 
he  returned  to  Pawtucket,  and  continued  in  the 
same  line  of  business,  purchasing  the  interest  of 
the  late  Albert  Bliss  in  the  coal  and  lumber  firm 
of  Joseph  Smith  & Co.  About  1881  ]Mr.  Cottrell 
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purchased  an  entire  interest  in  the  Joseph  Smith 
Company,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  business 
until  his  death,  Dec.  2,  1889,  it  now  being  success- 
fully carried  on  by  his  oldest  son,  John  S.  Cottrell, 
as  trustee. 

Air.  John  T.  Cottrell  was  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  ably  (represented  the  town  of  Jamestown 
for  several  years  in  the  Rhode  Island  Senate.  After 
his  removal  to  Pawtucket  his  business  interests 
were  so  large  and  engrossing  that  he  had  little  time 
to  give  to  politics.  His  only  public  office  here  was 
on  the  school  committee,  from  which  he  resigned 
after  a short  term  of  service.  He  was  an  attendant 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Alasonic  Order,  belonging  to  Holy  Sepulchre 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar. 

On  Feb.  7,  1864,  Air.  Cottrell  was  married  to 
Emeline  Taylor,  of  South  Kingstown,  and  he  was 
survived  by  his  children,  only  two  of  whom  were 
adults  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Air.  Cottrell  in 
every  respect  was  a good  type  of  the  successful 
business  man.  During  his  life  of  close  application 
to  business,  he  was  simple  and  unassuming.  Fie 
was  honored,  loved  and  universally  respected.  His 
death  was  caused  by  acute  pneumonia,  after  an  ill- 
ness of  but  three  days. 

The  children  born  to  John  T.  and  Emeline 
(Taylor)  Cottrell  were:  Alary  T.,  who  married 
Ferdinand  Bray,  of  Pawtucket;  John  S.,  mentioned 
below;  Anna  t. ; Emma  D.,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  F.  A. 
Binford,  of  Hyannis,  Alass. ; Samuel  C.,  who  mar- 
ried Aliss  Emma  Louise  Hoadley,  of  Providence ; 
and  Esbon  T. 

John  S.  Cottrell  was  born  at  Narragansett 
Pier,  R.  I.,  Sept.  6,  1868,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  at  Narragansett  Pier,  and  in  private,  pub- 
lic and  high  schools  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  A year 
prior  to  his  father’s  death  he  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  with  him  in  Pawtucket,  and  in  1889  was 
appointed  trustee  of  the  estate.  On  July  14,  1898, 
The  John  T.  Cottrell  Company  was  incorporated, 
with  John  S.  Cottrell,  president  and  treasurer,  and 
Esbon  T.  Cottrell,  secretary.  Air.  John  S.  Cottrell 
is  a Scottish  Rite  Alason  of  the  32d  degree,  being  a 
member  of  Union  Lodge,  Pawtucket  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  No.  4,  Pawtucket  Council,  Holy  Sepulchre 
Commandery,  and  Palestine  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 

JESSE  BROWN  SWEET.  The  Sweet  fam- 
ily, one  of  the  oldest  and  for  many  generations  of 
the  most  prominent  in  Rhode  Island  and  through- 
out New  England,  is  elsewhere  given  extended 
mention.  This  article  will  treat  of  the  late^  Jesse 
Brown  Sweet,  for  many  years  well-known  in  the 
commercial  life  of  the  city  of  Providence,  of  his 
family,  and  of  his  surviving  son,  Jesse  Brown 
Sweet,  a well-known  Providence  business  man, 
prominent  in  fraternal  and  social  circles. 

Philip  Sweet  was  born  in  1751,  and  died  March 
2,  1837,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  In  youth  he 


learned  the  trade  of  a tailor,  and  was  thus  employed 
through  a great  portion  of  his  life.  His  papers  and 
manuscripts,  yet  extant,  display  him  a man  of  more 
than  average  intelligence  and  of  many  excellent 
qualities.  He  was  a true  Christian,  though  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  denomination,  and  he 
reared  his  family  in  a strict  observance  of  the  Gol- 
den Rule.  The  death  of  his  son  Brown  and  that 
of  his  wife,  which  occurred  some  little  time  pre- 
vious, hastened  his  own  demise,  though  he  was 
then  at  an  advanced  age.  Mr.  Sweet  married  Ann- 
phillis  Brown,  descended  from  Chad  Brown,  who 
came  with  Roger  Williams  to  Rhode  Island,  the 
line  being  through  (I)  Chad  and  wife  Elizabeth; 
(H)  John  and  wife  Mary  Holmes;  (III)  Obadiah 
and  wife  Alary;  (IV)  Chad  and  Sarah  Smith;  (V) 
Jesse.  Airs.  Sweet  died  Oct.  9,  1836.  To  Philip 
and  Annphillis  Sweet  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren that  reached  maturity:  (i)  Sarah  married 
Ethan  Harris,  and  removed  to  the  West,  where 
they  left  descendants.  (2)  Elizabeth  married  Ethan 
Olney,  and  their  children  were : Eliza  A.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  J.  Angell,  son  of  James, 
but  left  no  descendants ; Phebe,  who  married  Henry 
Treadwell,  and  of  their  children  Jane  married  a 
Air.  Hamlin,  and  lived  in  Virginia,  Ida  married 
FTank  Thurston,  and  lives  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  Jeremiah  married  Susan  Spaulding,  and  has 
three  sons,  Lewis,  Brown  and  John.  (3)  Amey 
married  Charles  Cousins.  (4)  Mercy  married  a 
Air.  Belknap,  and  their  daughter  Amey  married 
Calvin  Waterman,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.  (5)  Ethan 
married  Sarah  Hawkins,  who  was  the  mother  of  all 
his  children,  though  after  her  death  he  married  a 
second  time.  His  children  were  Alary  (who  mar- 
ried Horace  Beane),  Thomas  and  Albert.  (6) 
Brown  married  Alary,  daughter  of  Paris  Alathew- 
son,  and  reared  four  children,  Isaac  AI.,  Sarah 
(who  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Win^or),  Cor- 
ing and  Alary,  (yj  Ira  was  thrown  from  a horse 
in  his  youth  and  killed.  (8)  Jesse  Brown. 

Jesse  Brown  Sweet,  son  of  Philip,  was  born 
July  17,  1795,  in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  and  in  his 
boyhood  received  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  afforded  by  the  community  and  justified  by 
the  limited  means  of  his  parents.  When  but  a 
youth  he  found  employment  in  the  mills  of  his 
community,  at  what  is  now  called  Enfield.  During 
the  war  of  1812  he  was  a teamster,  conveying  sup- 
plies, etc.,  between  Boston  and  Philadelphia. 
Though  he  was  still  but  a boy  he  was  entrusted 
with  many  responsibilities  and  was  exposed  to 
many  perils,  through  all  of  which  he  passed  safely 
and  creditably.  Some  few  years  later  he  came  to 
Providence  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
which  was  subsequently  merged  into  the  grain  and 
dye  wood  business.  His  name  appears  in  the  first 
directory  of  the  city  of  Providence,  published  in 
1820.  His  business  career  covered  an  extended 
period  of  years,  during  nearly  all  of  which  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  business  house  which  he 
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founded  and  also  in  various  other  enterprises.  He 
was  successful  to  a moderate  degree,  but  valued 
friends  and  reputation  above  the  mere  accumula- 
tion of  wealth.  From  boyhood  he  was  possessed 
of  a sunny,  genial  temperament,  told  and  enjoyed 
a good  story,  and  his  delight  in  good  fellowship 
and  in  the  society  of  his  friends  was  only  exceeded 
by  their  enjoyment  of  him.  He  possessed  an  ex- 
cellent singing  voice,  and  it  is  remembered  most 
pleasantly  by  those  living  who  enjoyed  hearing 
him.  He  w'as  a man  of  robust  physical  develop- 
ment. For  some  years  he  was  the  head  of  the 
Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Provi- 
dence, and  through  this  as  well  as  by  other  official 
means  he  rendered  valued  and  efficient  service  to 
his  fellow-citizens.  He  died  June  lo,  1869,  in  the 
seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  death  was 
mourned  not  only  by  his  family  and  friends,  but  by 
a wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

]\Ir.  Jesse  Brown  Sweet  married  (first)  in  1821, 
Joanna  Sayles,  daughter  of  Smith  and  Abbie 
Sayles,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.  By  this  union  were 
born  children  as  follows  : George  Henry,  born  Oct. 
31,  1822,  wdien  a young  man  went  South,  and  died 
unmarried;  Abbie  Sayles,  born  Feb.  23,  1824,  died 
in  youth;  Smith  S.,  born  June  ll,  1825,  married 
Harriet  i\l.,  daughter  of  Constant  and  Eliza  Sweet. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  June  18,  1825. 
Mr.  Sweet  married  (second)  Mary  Ann,  born  Aug. 
10,  1808,  daughter  of  Willard  and  Sarah  P.  Jos- 
lin,  of  which  family  further  mention  is  to  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  the  following  children ; ( i ) Albert,  born 

Sept.  2,  1827,  w’as  a machinist  wtU  and  favorably 
known,  though  he  died  in  young  manhood  June  27, 
1853.  (2)  Charles  Owen,  born  Dec.  28,  1828,  died 

Sept.  21,  1830.  (3)  Ira,  born  April  17,  1831,  died 

Sept.  28,  1838.  (4)  Charlotte  E.,  born  Sept.  22, 

1833,  married  Charles  E.  Pettee,  who  was  born 
May  22,  1833,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1861.  Mr.  Pettee 
was  a banker  and  broker  in  Boston,  where  he  re- 
sided at  the  time  of  his  death.  Their  children  w'ere : 
Charles  S.,  born  March  20,  1856,  now  residing  in 
Providence;  and  Harry  IMaynard,  born  Jan.  27, 
i860,  who  died  July  23,  1871.  (5)  John  Hoppin, 
born  Oct.  9,  1835,  died  Sept,  ii,  1899.  In  his 
3^outh  he  thought  to  follow  a seafaring  life,  but 
after  some  little  experience  he  returned  to  the 
homestead  and  became  an  employe  in  the  Corliss 
Steam  Engine  Works.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  he  was  one  of  the  very  first  to  enlist  in 
the  1st  Light  Infantry  under  Colonel  Brown.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  w'as 
obliged  to  return  to  his  home  by  reason  of  illness, 
but  upon  his  recovery-  he  enlisted  in  the  navy  and 
saw  service  on  board  the  famous  “San  Jacinto” 
under  Farragut.  He  was  promoted  to  be  pay- 
master’s clerk,  and  served  faithfully  throughout 
the  remaining  years  of  the  war.  Returning  to 
Providence,  he  resumed  his  former  work  with  the 
'Corliss  Company,  and  remained  w'ith  them  until 
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the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  became  a factor  in 
the  firm  of  S.  S.  Sweet  & Co.,  with  which  and  its 
successor,  J.  H.  & J.  B.  Sweet,  he  continued  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  summer  home  at 
Buttonwoods.  He  had  the  esteem  of  all  men  and 
was  held  in  high  regard  in  commercial,  fraternal 
and  social  circles.  He  was  a past  master  of  Mt. 
Vernon  Lodge,  A.  h.  & A.  M.,  which  lodge  he  was 
affiliated  with  before  becoming  a member  of 
Adelphoi  Lodge.  By  his  wife,  Alary  S.  Clapp, 
daughter  of  Green  and  Juliet  Clapp,  he  became  the 
lather  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fanc}'.  I he  others  are : Mary  Anna,  wife  of 
Eugene  \ . Elsbree,  of  Providence,  and  mother  of 
two  children,  Hope  and  Shirley  S. ; and  John  Hop- 
pm,  Jr.,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
and  Ellen  Smith,  and  resides  in  Providence.  (6) 
Willard  J.,  born  Sept.  9,  1837,  died  Nov.  14,  1905. 
He  was  in  the  Civil  war,  in  Company  C,  2d  R.  I. 
Vols.  He  married  Alartha  Morton,  who’died  in  a 
short  time,  leaving  no  children.  (7)  Joanna  Sayles, 
born  Sept.  24,  1839,  resides  with  her  sister.  Airs. 
Pettee,  in  Providence.  (8)  George  Henry’  born 
Jan.  15,  1844,  died  Oct.  19,  1864.  (10)  Jesse 

Brown,  Jr. 

Jesse  Brown  Sweet,  3'oungest  and  only  surviv- 
ing son  of  Jesse  Brown  Sweet,  Sr.,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Providence  April  23,  1847,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  education  in  public  and  private  schools 
he  became  identified  with  the  business  founded  by 
his  father.  In  1869  was  admitted  a partner,  and 
in  1870  the  style  of  the  firm  was  changed  to 
S.  S.  Sweet  & Co.,  being  then  composed  of  the 
brothers,  Smith  S.,  John  H.  and  Jesse  B.  This  con- 
tinued for  two  years,  when,  upon  the  retirement  of 
Smith  S.,  the  firm  became  known  as  J.  H.  & J.  B. 
Sweet,  and  under  this  name  it  has  since  endured. 
Throughout  the  many  years  of  its  organization  it 
has  been  well  to  the  fore  in  commercial  circles  and 
a leader  in  the  hay  and  grain  trade  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. For  some  years  the  firm  conducted  two 
stores,  one  at  the  present  location  on  Canal  street, 
in  the  heart  of  the  wholesale  produce  district,  and 
another  on  Charles  street.  Since  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Hoppin  Sweet,  Mr.  Jesse  B.  Sweet  has  as- 
sumed entire  proprietorship  of  the  business,  though 
the  firm  name  remains  unchanged. 

Air.  Sweet  was  married,  Aug.  31,  1870,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Granger,  to  Penelope,  daughter  of 
William  D.  and  Eliza  H.  Avery,  of  Providence. 
Airs.  Sweet  died  Nov.  4,  1904.  She  was  a woman 
of  more  than  ordinary  strength  of  character  and 
mental  attainments,  and  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  city,  particularly  in  such 
parts  where  her  deep  interest  in  charity  and  phil- 
anthropy called  her  frequentl\\  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sweet  were  born  the  following  family  of  children ; 
(i)  William  Howard,  born  Aug.  17,  1871,  mar- 
ried Adelaide  Hamilton,  daughter  of  Ralph  S. 
Hamilton,  of  Providence,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Howard  Hamilton.  (2)  Jesse  Browm,  Jr.,  born 
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Oct.  31,  1875,  is  a well-known  cotton  broker  of 
Providence.  (3)  Elizabeth  Avery  was  born  April 
5,  1883- 

By  strict  integrity  and  close  application  to 
business  i\lr.  Sweet  has  gained  for  himself  a name 
and  position  in  the  commercial  life  of  the  city.  He 
has  fully  sustained  the  repute  and  position  won  by 
his  father  and  brothers  and  has  added  new  lustre  to 
an  honorable  name.  He  has  been  active  in  frater- 
nal circles  and  is  one  of  the  two  or  three  living  char- 
ter members  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  F.  & 
A.  H.  His  brothers  Smith  S.  and  John  H.  were 
also  charter  members  of  that  lodge.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Central  Club,  and  has  been  active 
in  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  his  political  predilections 
he  is  a Republican,  but  in  local  matters  considers 
the  man  rather  than  the  party. 

HALL  (North  Smithfield  family).  The  Halls 
of  New  England  are  of  long  and  honorable  stand- 
ing here  and  as  well  numerous.  The  college  gradu- 
ates of  this  name,  in  1834,  were  twenty  at  Harvard, 
twenty-five  at  Yale,  seven  at  Dartmouth,  and 
twenty-two  at  other  New  England  colleges. 

This  article  is  to  treat  only  and  but  briefly  of 
one  of  the  Connecticut-Massachusetts  branches  of 
Halls,  one  member  of  Avhich  for  forty  and  more 
years  has  been  one  of  the  substantial  men  and 
respected  citizens  of  the  town  of  Smithfield  and 
North  Smithfield,  respectively.  Reference  is  made 
to  Capt.  Philip  Davis  Hall,  of  Slatersville,  an 
artist  by  profession  and  a veteran  officer  of  the 
Civil  war. 

Born  June  8,  1822,  in  the  town  of  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  Captain  Hall  descends  from  'Samuel  Hall, 
of  the  County  of  ^Middlesex,  Massachusetts,  as 
long  ago  as  two  centuries,  bejond  which  we  have 
no  direct  knowledge.  Family  tradition,  however, 
sets  forth  that  this  Samuel  Hall  sprang  from  one 
of  the  several  brothers  who  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  its  early  settlement,  and  from  one  who 
remained  within  the  jurisdiction  of  ^Massachusetts. 
There  follows  the  family  history  and  genealogy  of 
this  Massachusetts-Connecticut  branch  of  the  Hall 
family  in  the  line  of  Captain  Hall  of  North  Smith- 
field,  the  order  being  chronological. 

.Samuel  Hall,  of  Middlesex  county.  Mass.,  pur- 
chased in  1719  of  his  uncle,  John.  Hall,  land  in 
Connecticut,  bordering  on  iMoosup  pond.  He  later 
bought  other  tracts  of  land  in  that  neighborhood, 
all  while  he  yet  resided  in  ^Massachusetts.  Sub- 
sequently he  removed  to  the  town  of  Plainfield, 
Conn.  Two  children  are  of  record  as  born  to 
him.  namely,  John  and  .Stephen.  .Samuel  Hall 
and  others  of  the  Hall  name  at  one  time  owned  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  lying  between  Snake 
Meadow  brook  and  the  Quinebaug  river,  in  Plain- 
field.  The  Christian  name  of  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hall  was  Elizabeth,  and  their  marriage  occurred 
in  Middlesex  county.  Mass.  She  died  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.,  Nov.  18,  1776,  aged  eighty-two  years. 


and  .Mr.  Hall  passed  away  Nov.  5,  1770,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight }ears.  Both  are  buried  in  the  old  ceme- 
tery in  Plainfield.  Of  the  two  sons  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  Hall,  John  was  a lifelong  resident  of 
Plainfield,  occupied  in  farming,  and  owned  a num- 
ber of  slaves  which  he  later  liberated.  He  married 
Hannah  Williams,  of  Sterling,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
1808. 

Stephen  Hall,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1719,  in  Alasachusetts,  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Plainfield,  Conn.,  on  their  removal  thither. 
Flere  he  married,  in  iMarch,  1748,  Hester  (or 
Esther)  Leonard  (or  Lennard)  (Esther  Lennard 
according  to  tombstone).  She  died  July  13,  1797, 
aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  he  passed  away  April 
I,  1818,  aged  ninety-nine  years.  Both  were  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery  in  Plainfield.  Their  children 
of  town  record  were:  Stephen,  born  July  6,  1749; 
Lucy,  born  Nov.  18,  1750;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  8, 
1756;  and  Hester,  born  Nov.  3,  1757. 

Stephen  Hall  (2),  son  of  Stephen  and  Hester, 
born  July  6,  1749,  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  died  Alay  24,  1790,  aged  forty-three  years,  and 
he  married  (second)  Tamsin  (or  Tammie)  Her- 
rick, who  died  July  10,  1849,  aged  eighty-three 
years.  Mr.  Hall  resided  throughout  his  lifetime  in 
the  town  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  his  home  being  lo- 
cated in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  He  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  the  Lexing- 
ton Alarm,  April  19,  1775,  i\Ir.  Hall  was  among 
the  patriots  of  Plainfield  who  responded  to  the 
call  to  arms,  being  a member  of  a company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Andrew  Backus.  For  a time, 
says  family  tradition,  he  was  an  officer  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  commanding  a company. 

Two  children  were  born  to  the  first  marriage 
of  Mr.  Hall,  namely;  William  and  Sally,  the  latter 
marrying  Douglas  Parks  and  moving  to  the  town 
of  Pitcher,  N.  Y.  To  the  second  marriage  were 
born  children  as  follows : Abby,  who  married  John 
Gordon;  Esther,  who  married  James  Wilson; 
Lydia,  who  married  Joseph  Lathrop ; Olive,  who 
married  Hezekiah  French ; Eliza,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Polly,  who  married  James  Spencer;  Otis,  who 
lived  in  Sterling,  Conn.,  and  later  removed  to 
Jewett  City ; Leonard,  who  died  in  Voluntown, 
Conn.,  leaving  a family ; and  Calvin,  who  moved 
West. 

William  Hall,  son  of  Stejjhen  Hall  (2),  was 
born  in  1776,  in  the  town  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  to 
the  first  marriage  of  his  father.  As  a young  man 
he  for  a year  or  two  taught  the  local  school  and 
later  for  a time  Avas  a teacher  in  the  famous  old 
Plainfield  Academy,  as  an  assistant  to  Deacon 
Burleigh ; for  a time,  too,'  he  taught  in  Catskill, 
N.  Y.,  Avith  Professor  Reed,  a famous  instructor 
of  that  day.  A man  of  education  and  considerable 
force.  Mr.  Hall,  Avith  a taste  for  politics,  figured 
more  or  less  prominently  in  the  public  afifairs  of 
his  toAvn.  He  Avas  a Democrat  of  the  old  school. 
He  served  for  some  sixteen  years — a part  of  \\ffiich 


RHODE  ISLAND 


time  was  during  the  war  of  1812 — as  deputy  sheriff. 
He  collected  the  war  taxes  of  1812-1814,  covering 
the  eastern  portion  of  Connecticut  and  carrying 
the  specie  with  him  on  horseback  in  saddle-bags. 
He  became  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  State.  He  owned  a small  property  in  Stone 
Hill,  and  when  not  occupied  in  public  business 
followed  farming. 

Mr.  Hall  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  David 
Davis,  of  Plainfield,  Conn.  She  died  Nov.  27, 
1848,  aged  seventy  years.  He  passed  away  June 
16,  1861.  Their  children  were:  George,  born 
July  30,  1811,  died  Jan.  15,  1813;  Edward  Perry, 
born  Oct.  28,  1812,  married  Elizabeth  R.  Com- 
stock, and  died  Nov.  18,  1891  ; Catherine  Lucretia, 
born  Aug.  28,  1814,  married  Joseph  Deane; 

Stephen,  born  Eeb.  23,  1816,  married  Mary  West- 
cott,  and  died  in  1887,  at  Moosup,  Conn. ; Henry 
was  born  April  19,  1818;  William  F.,  born  March 
13,  1820,  married  Abby  T.  Shepherd;  Philip  Davis 
was  born  June  8,  1822. 

Capt.  Philip  Davis  Hall,  son  of  William, 
and  the  youngest  of  a large  family  of  children, 
perhaps  owing  in  a measure  to  this  latter  con- 
dition, but  more  to  the  father's  appreciation  of  an 
education,  as  he  himself  was  a man  of  somewhat 
liberal  learning  and  for  years  an  educator,  was  af- 
forded liberal  educational  advantages.  Passionately 
fond  of  art,  the  son  turned  his  efforts  in  this  di- 
rection, pursuing  his  studies  for  years  under  some- 
what eminent  artists,  among  whom  was  Alexander 
Emmons,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  To  this  profession 
Captain  Hall  has  since  devoted  himself,  finding  in 
it  his  chief  happiness  and  pleasure.  With  him  art 
is  a sentiment  and  entirely  separated  from  com- 
mercial values.  In  his  profession,  one  of  pastime, 
he  has  assiduously  striven  to  exemplify  all  that  is 
noble  and  good,  irrespective  of  his  surroundings. 
He  has  not  painted  for  fame,  and  his  environment 
has  not  been  such  as  to  inspire  and  encourage 
genius.  However,  with  an  unerring  purpose  and 
with  great  industry,  he  has  nevertheless  persevered, 
and  many  of  his  best  works  have  seen  no  other  light 
than  that  of  his  studio  walls. 

Captain  Hall  in  his  earlier  life  had  traveled 
to  some  extent  through  the  South,  making  studies 
and  sketches,  especially  through  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  there  witnessed  slavery  in  all  its  cruelty, 
an  institution  he  abhorred.  He'  had  given  more 
or  less  attention  to  military  affairs,  for  which  he  had 
a taste,  and  held  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  Civil  war.  These  circumstances  led 
him  into  the  conflict  during  the  summer  of  1862, 
during  which  period  he  was  an  officer,  captain  of 
Company  E,  in  the  9th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers ; and  later  on,  within  his  State  for  years, 
he  was  actively  connected  with  the  Rhode  Island 
militia,  being  in  command  of  the  3d  Company, 
1st  Battalion,  2d  Brigade,  of  State  troops. 

As  may  be  inferred,  Captain  Hall  is  a man  of 
75 
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cultured  tastes  and  mind,  who  finds  his  chief  happi- 
ness and  pleasure  in  books  and  art. 

RCSSELL  HANDY,  who  during  his  life  was 
well  known  in  manufacturing  circles  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, for  thirty-seven  years  superintendent  of  the 
Manville  Mills,  and  a stockholder  therein  and 
founder  of  the  Coiltrexeville  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I., 
Feb.  25,  1830,  a member  of  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  New  England. 

The  Handy  family  (the  name  being  variously 
spelled.  Handy,  Hendy  and  Hendee)  while  early  in 
this  country  and  in  New  England,  there  seems  lit- 
tle history  of  it  that  found  its  way  into  print.  One 
Samuel  Handy,  aged  twenty-five  years,  was  a pas- 
senger in  July,  1635,  in  the  “Assurance  de  Zo," 
from  England  for  Virginia.  In  1730  Hannibal, 
Isaac,  John,  Zacheus,  Richard  and  Cornelius  Handy 
were  heads  of  families  in  Sandwich,  Mass.  Through 
portions  of  Bristol  county,  lying  adjacent  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  in  some  of  the  towns  of  the  latter  State, 
the  family  have  been  represented  for  generations, 
but  only  fragmentary  public  vital  records  of  the 
Handys  in  Rhode  Island  exist. 

One  Isaac  Handy,  of  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Spooner,  who  was  born  in  1719.  Along 
prior  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  there 
lived  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  James  and  Mary  Handy, 
whose  family  comprised;  Ann,  Penelope,  John, 
George,  Joseph,  Hannah,  Mary  and  James,  all  born 
between  1746  and  1766. 

In  the  region  of  country  named  and  through 
other  portions  of  Massachusetts  many  of  the 
Handys  rallied  in  defense  of  their  homes  and  for 
liberty,  and  the  name  often  appears  as  having  been 
in  the  ranks  during  the  Revolution,  some  rising 
to  high  place.  Russell  Handy,  of  Bristol  county. 
Mass.,  of  considerable  service  and  for  a period  in 
the  Continental  line,  became  a United  States  pen- 
sioner, as  did  John  and  Ebenezer  Handy — all  these 
being  Rhode  Island  men.  John  Handy,  of  New- 
port, was  a brigade  major  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Continental  line.  He  was  also  a lieutenant,  quarter- 
master, etc.,  of  the  Continental  troops.  Charles 
Handy  was  also  active  in  the  military  of  the  State, 
serving  as  captain,  paymaster  and  adjutant. 

There  lived  in  the  region  of  country  alluded  to, 
but  of  unconnected  antecedents,  one  Stephen 
Handy,  the  genius  of  whose  son,  the  late  Russell 
Handy,  of  Rhode  Island  birth,  founded  the  now 
far-famed  Contrexeville  Manufacturing  plant  in 
the  vicinity  of  Manville,  R.  I.  Stephen  Handy 
spent  his  early  days  in  that  part  of  Glocester,  R.  I., 
which  is  now  Burrillville,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  and  also  taught  in  the  local 
schools.  In  addition  to  this  he  operated  a small 
farm  at  Herring  Pond,  where  he  built  his  home, 
forging  his  own  nails  with  which  he  constructed  it. 
In  many  ways  Stephen  Handy  was  a genius.  In 
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the  early  thirties  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
what  is  now  the  village  of  iSlanville,  where  he  spent 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  and  he  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemeter}-  at  Whitinsville,  iNlass.  He 
married  Deborah  Ballou,  born  also  at  Glocester, 
now  Burrillville,  and  their  children  were : Sarah, 
born  Sept.  6,  1814,  married  James  Andrews;  Ce- 
linda  E.,  born  July  22,  1822;  Esther  W.,  born  June 
10,  1823,  married  Thomas  W.  Lawton ; Amey  Ann, 
born  March  5,  1825 ; George  D.,  born  Dec.  29, 
1828,  married  Mary  Corey ; Russell ; and  John, 
boni  June  12,  1834,  married  Mary  Knox,  and  re- 
sided at  Whitinsville,  Mass.,  where  he  died. 

Russell  Handy  was  but  a child  when  his  parents 
located  in  Manville,  and  his  educational  advantages 
were  quite  meagre.  At  an  early  age  he  started  to 
work  in  the  mills,  beginning  at  the  bottom  round, 
and  he  was  promoted  until  he  became  superintend- 
ent ; subsequently  he  was  a share-holder.  During 
his  superintendency  he  made  many  improvements, 
including  the  building  of  the  large  mills  of  the  Man- 
ville Company  and  enlarging  the  dams.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  enterprise  and  had  progressive  ideas, 
which,  with  a complete  comprehension  of  business 
details,  made  his  undertaking  successful.  While 
still  superintendent  of  the  Manville  mills,  he  en- 
tered into  the  manufacturing  business  for  himself 
at  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  placing  the  conduct  of 
the  enterprise  under  tne  management  of  his  sons, 
very  capable  young  men,  and  when  that  plant  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  Mr.  Handy  and  sons  started  into 
the  manufacturing  business  at  what  is  now  Con- 
trexeville.  In  1887  Mr.  Handy  l)ought  a large 
tract  of  land,  known  as  the  Lapham  place,  on 
which  he  erected  a mill,  in  which  much  of  the  ma- 
chinery was  of  his  own  invention,  but  he  died  Nov. 
22,  1887,  a few  months  after  the  mill  was  put  in 
operation.  His  burial  was  in  Swan  Point  cemetery. 
The  mill  was  continued  by  bis  sons,  under  the 
name  of  the  Contrexeville  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Manville,  R.  T,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1887  with  a capital  of  $100,000.  The  officers  of  the 
■ company  at  that  time  were  Russell  Handy,  presi- 
dent; Edwin  R.  Handy,  assistant  superintendent 
.(who,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  became  presi- 
dent, which  office  he  held  until  his  own  death  Alay  i, 
1904)  ; and  T.  H.  Handy,  treasurer  and  secretary. 
The  company  manufacture  cotton,  jute  and  fiax 
plushes  and  velveteens  by  a process  on  winch  they 
liold  the  patents  and  for  some  time  were  the  only 
manufacturers  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States. 
The  mill  building,  which  is  of  brick,  two  stories 
in  height,  is  of  modern  construction'  in  every  re- 
spect, and  its  equipment  of  machinery  is  complete 
and  of  the  latest  kind.  It  is  situated  about  one 
mile  from  the  Manville  railroad  station  in  a very  at- 
tractive locality,  and  employment  is  given  to  125 
hands. 

The  founder  of  this  great  industry,  the  late 
Russell  Handy,  was  a very  unusual  man.  He  had 
few  early  advantages,  having  entered  upon  mill 


work  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  after  entering 
business  for  himself  lost  all  in  the  financial  depres- 
sion of  1857.  After  some  thirty  years  with  the 
Manville  Company  he  again  entered  into  business 
for  himself  as  described  above,  and  the  present 
great  works  attest  diis  genius  and  the  executive 
ability  of  his  sons.  He  was  well-known  and  es- 
teemed by  all  of  his  employes,  who  regarded  him 
as  a kind  and  just  man.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Emanuel  Episcopal  Church  at  Manville,  in  which 
he  had  been  a vestryman  for  a long  time,  and 
which  religious  body  dispensed  many  of  his  chari- 
ties. His  home  life  was  ideal.  His  children  were 
his  companions,  and  in  his  death  they  lost  much 
more  than  a father.  He  built  a beautiful  home, 
but  did  not  live  to  enjoy  it  long. 

On  Dec.  24,  1857,  Mr.  Handy  was  married  at 
P'ishkill,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Euphemia  Ketch- 
am,  born  in  New  York  City,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Lydia  (Rogers)  Ketcham,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Harrison,  N.  Y.  i\lrs.  Handy  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Fishkill,  complet- 
ing her  education  in  the  High  school  and  seminary 
and  for  three  years  prior  to  her  marriage  taught 
school  in  Dutchess  count}'.  The  children  bom  to 
this  marriage  were : Edwin  Rogers,  Thomas 
Henry,  Russell,  Jr.,  and  Ruth  Louise.  Of  these, 
Russell,  Jr.,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and 
Ruth  L.  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Edwin  Rogers  Handy  was  born  Oct.  2,  1858, 
was  educated  at  Manville,  and  at  the  Mowry  & 
Goff  English  and  Classical  school,  Providence,  and 
early  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  mill  en- 
terprise at  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.  Later  he  became 
connected  with  his  father  at  the  Contrexeville  Mills, 
and  as  noted  above  became  president  of  the  com- 
pany which  operates  them,  continuing  in  that  office 
until  his  death.  May  i,  1904.  He  married  Eliza  C. 
Howard,  and  they  had  four  children  : Ruth  Louise  ; 
Russell  Howard,  who  married  Caroline  B.  Vose ; 
Edwin  Rogers ; and  John  Ketcham. 

Thomas  Henry  Handy  was  born  March  12, 
1863,  was  educated  at  Manville  and  the  Mowry 
& Coif  English  and  Classical  school,  and  his  busi- 
ness career  has  been  similar  to  that  of  his  elder 
brother.  He  is  now  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
Contrexeville  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1889 
he  married  Susan  L.  Waterman  of  Cumberland 
Hill,  and  they  have  four  children : Thomas  Henry, 
Abbie  W.,  Susan  Westcott  and  William  Russell. 

In  1884  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Handy  enjoyed 
an  extended  trip  in  Europe,  which  they  repeated  in 
1887,  when  they  visited  Contrexeville,  France,  the 
name  of  this  pleasant  place  being  adopted  for  the 
manufacturing  plant,  which  he  soon  erected.  Mr. 
Handy’s  acquaintance  was  wide  and  included  many 
of  the  substantial  and  prominent  men  of  his  time. 
The  late  Bishop  Thomas  M.  Clark  of  the  Episco- 
pal Diocese  of  Rhode  Island  was  one  of  his  close 
personal  friends,  and  always  when  at  Manville 
made  his  home  with  Mr.  Handy.  The  death  of  the 
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latter  was  a great  blow  to  him,  and  his  memory 
was  tenderly  preserved  in  a beautiful  poem,  which 
was  written  by  the  Bishop  on  Nov.  8,  1888.  We 
are  permitted  to  add  this  loving  testimonial  to  this 
too  brief  sketch  of  one  who  was  in  every  position  of 
life  a man  of  sterling  worth  : 

“His  presence  seems  to  linger  here, 

We  feel  that  still  he  may  be  near, 

We  see  him  not,  we  hear  no  sound. 

And  yet  we  know  that  all  around 
A hallowing  influence  fills  the  air, 

As  if  his  spirit  hovers  near. 

“The  words  he  spoke  come  back  once  more. 

The  smile  we’ve  seen  so  oft  before 
Scatters  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

And  fills  the  room  with  placid  light ; 

Upon  our  weary,  aching  heads 
A sacred  benediction  spreads. 

“The  memories  he  has  left  behind. 

Return  to  us,  so  gracious,  kind ; 

His  sympathy  and  care  for  those. 

Who  came  to  him  with  all  their  woes ; 

The  record  of  a life  so  pure. 

In  all  our  hearts  must  long  endure. 

“He  walked  most  humbly  with  his  God, 

With  patience  bore  the  chastening  rod. 

And  before  man  he  stood  upright ; 

With  soul  transparent,  clear  and  bright. 

And  hands  that  never  could  be  moved 
To  do  what  God  or  man  reproved. 

“His  work  on  earth  at  last  is  done. 

And  he  the  victory  has  won ; 

He  is  at  rest ; but  yet  he  lives. 

And  to  his  wife  and  children  gives 
In  his  grand  life  a legacy. 

Which  gold  and  silver  could  not  buy.” 

E.  CRAWFORD  HALE,  for  many  years  a 
business  man  of  the  Olneyville  section,  well  de- 
served the  high  opinion  in  which  he  was  held  by 
his  many  friends.  He  was  the  son  of  Edward  An- 
thony Hale,  once  a prominent  manufacturer,  and 
grandson  of  Levi  Hale,  who  sprang  from  good  old 
Massachusetts  stock.  Both  his  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal ancestors  were  prominent  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  New  England. 

Levi  Hale  married  Emma  Luther,  of  Dighton, 
Mass.,  and  their  children  were  : Edward  Anthony ; 
Almira,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  Nichols, 
and  had  two  sons,  Frank  and  George,  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  where  the  family  resided ; Gardiner, 
who  married  a Miss  Ballou,  and  removed  to  Ala- 
bama, where  they  reared  a large  family ; Betsey, 
who  married  Otis  Sweet,  of  Mansfield,  Mass., 
where  their  son,  William  Otis  Sweet,  resides;  Wil- 
liam, a manufacturer  of  cotton  goods,  who  married 
Mary  Skinner,  of  Mansfield,  and  passed  his  life 
there,  though  he  resided  for  brief  periods  at  other 
points ; and  Cordelia,  who  married  Henry  Bliss, 
and  two  of  her  sons,  Albert  and  Anthony,  reside 
at  North  Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 

Levi  Hale  was  a farmer.  He  was  of  quiet  and 
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thrifty  disposition,  but  did  not  reach  advanced 
years.  He  died  while  several  of  his  children  were 
quite  young,  and  to  the  wife  who'  survived  him 
fell  the  care  and  rearing  of  the  family.  She  was  a 
woman  of  intelligence  and  of  wonderful  industry, 
and  lived  to  a good  old  age. 

Edward  Anthony  Hale,  eldest  son  of  Levi  and 
father  of  E.  Crawford,  was  born  in  1806  at  Digh- 
ton, Mass.,  and  there  reared.  His  early  years  were 
passed  on  the  farm,  and  he  shared  with  his  mother 
the  care  of  the  family.  For  some  years  later  he  was 
employed  in  the  cotton  mills  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  he  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods  on  his  own  account,  being  associated  with  his 
brothers  under  the  firm  name  of  E.,  G.  & W.  Hale, 
their  establishment  being  located  at  Mansfield, 
Mass.  This  continued  for  some  twenty-five  years, 
or  until  the  introduction  of  modern  machinery  into 
the  mills.  Mr.  Hale  then  engaged  in  setting  up  and 
establishing  self-operating  mills  for  some  time,  and 
next  became  general  superintendent  of  the  operat- 
ing rooms  of  the  large  Lonsdale  mills.  From  there 
he  came  to  the  Merino  mills  in  Johnston,  R.  I., 
where  he  remained  for  fully  twenty  years.  For 
some  twelve  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  i,  1886,  he  lived  in  retirement  at 
his  homestead  on  Whittier  avenue,  Olneyville.  Mr. 
Hale’s  career  was  one  filled  with  much  labor  and 
many  trials,  yet  his  was  a successful  and  well-spent 
life.  He  was  slightly  under  middle  stature,  broad 
and  of  great  physical  and  constitutional  strength. 
He  was  of  a quiet  and  unassuming  and  rather  stu- 
dious manner,  a devout  Christian,  and  for  many 
years  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
most  regular  in  attendance  upon  divine  service. 
When  advanced  age  and  ill  health  denied  him  this, 
his  greatest  of  pleasures,  his  disappointment  was 
most  keen  and,  perhaps,  hastened  his  demise.  He 
possessed  a well  defined  musical  tendency,  was  a 
great  lover  of  music  and  a singer  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability. 

In  November,  1832,  Mr.  Hale  was  married  at 
the  Wilkinson  homestead  between  Lonsdale  and 
Ashton,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Edward  Craw- 
ford ; Charles  Simeon,  born  Jan.  8,  1837,  married 
Reliance  jMayo,  had  two  children,  Charles  and  Ed- 
ward, and  died  June  23,  1875  ; Mary  E.,  born  May 
2,  1839,  Aug.  12,  1840;  Samuel  W.,  born 

Sept.  4,  1841,  married  Ruth  Ann  Cory,  and  died 
Aug.  18,  1881,  survived  by  his  widow  and  son, 
Edward. 

Edward  Crawford  Hale  was  born  April  6, 
1833,  in  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  and  was  reared  at 
Mansfield,  where  the  family  removed  soon  after  his 
birth.  There,  and  at  the  various  points  of  their 
residence,  he  attended  the  common  schools  and  ac- 
quired his  education.  When  about  eighteen  he  be- 
came a clerk  in  a mercantile  establishment,  acquir- 
ing a practical  business  training.  In  1861  he  moved 
to  Olneyville,  then  a part  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  where 
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he  started  in  the  grocery  business  on  Ins  own  ac- 
count. locating  on  iNlanton  avenue,  opposite  the 
Delaine  Hill,  and  his  place  was  known  as  the  Red 
iMarket.  His  was  one  of  five  stores  then  established 
in  this  section,  and  he  continued  in  trade  at  various 
locations  in  the  village  for  nearly  twenty-five  years 
during  which  period  he  became  widely  known  and 
respected,  not  onlv  for  his  genial  courtesy  and  at- 
fability  but  for  liis  honesty  and  fair  dealing  with 
all  men.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Warren,  R.  I.,  but 
after  two  years  returned  to  Olneyville  and  eii- 
o-ao-ed  in  the  milk  business  with  his  son-in-law,  Al- 
viit  Mowry,  a line  he  followed  for  thirteen 
years\  Mr.  Hale  was,  like  his  father  before  him, 
of  quiet  disposition,  and  at  his  death  June  6,  1906, 
remarkably  well  preserved,  and  in  appearance  and 
activity  resembling  many  of  scarcely  half  his  jears. 
In  political  matters  he  was  a Republican.  He  took 
a genuine  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  conimuinty 
and  State,  but  never  was  an  aspirant  for  office. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Messiah  (Episcopal).  His  social  qualities 
were  marked  and  he  was  a valued  member  ot 
INIanufacturers  Lodge,  1.  U.  O.  F.,  and  was  a nieni- 
ber  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  the  Good  Fellows  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  W orknien. 

On  Dec.  30,  1856,  iSIr.  Hale  maiiied  iMarj 
Anna  Bowen,  daughter  of  Leonard  W.  Bowen  and 
granddaughter  of  Jabez  Bowen.  Jabez  Bowen 
married  Sarah  Tanner,  who  bore  him  children 
as  follows:  Albro,  Sarah,  Lillis,  Palmer,  Ann,  Hen- 
rietta, James,  Eliza,  Leonard  W .,  and  Henry  (who 
died  at  birth).  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
left  a widow  when  the  eldest  was  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  though  she  was  possessed  of  but 
slender  means,  she  reared  and  educated  them  all, 
several  becoming  men  and  women  of  prominence 
two  of  the  sons  physicians  of  wide  celebrity. 

Leonard  \V.  Bowen,  father  of  Mrs.  Hale,  was 
born  in  Scituate  in  1810.  He  married  Anna  Dean 
Knight,  and  they  had  seven  children : \\  illiam  K. 

died  in  infancy ; ^lary  Anna,  born  iMay  5,  1834,  be- 
came INlrs.  Hale ; Charles  H.  died  in  youth ; Sarah 
J.  married  Atnltrose  Kingman,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, iNIrs.  Helen  Levett,  Frederick  (of  Attle- 
Ixiro,’  Mass.),  Charles  (of  ^lansfield,  iMass.)  and 
Anna  (who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Eaton,  of 
Ruggles  street.  Providence,  and  has  two  children, 
Lester,  born  in  1899?  S-iid  Clarence,  boin  in  1901 ) , 
Helen ’l.  resides  at  Attleboro,  as  does  also  Al- 
bert ; Frank  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Leonard 
W.  Bowen,  the  father,  died  April  4,  1890.  and  Ins 

wife  in  1887.  , 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  were  born  the  following 
children:  (i)  Ida  Elizabet.i,  who  married  Alvin  iNI. 
Mowry,  resides  on  Belmont  avenue,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Providence,  and  has  had  two  children:  Alice,  who 
died  Dec.  20,  1892;  and  Mary  Ethelyn.  (2)  Anna 
Wilkinson  married  Dr.  George  R.  Fisher,  men- 
tioned elsewhere.  (3)  Hattie  Blanche  married 
George  H.  Gordon,  of  Providence,  and  has  chil- 


dren: Blanche  Evelyn,  born  July  15,  1896;  Mar- 
ion Anna  and  Margery  Alice  (twins),  born  Aug. 
10,  1901  ; and  Kenneth  Hale,  born  Aug.  6,  died 
Aug.  10,  1905. 

CHARLES  ANDREW  HAMBLY,  who  is 
one  of  the  prosperous  and  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Tiverton,  R.  L,  where  he  is  extensively  engaged 
in  farming  and  butchering,  and  where  he  owns  a 
beautiful  home  and  farm  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  known  as  ‘‘Spring  Hill  Farm,”  was  born  in 
that  town  Oct.  12,  1839. 

The  Hambly  family  has  been  located  in  Tiver- 
ton for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  Their 
nationality  is  uncertain,  although  the  progenitor  in 
America  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  the  north 
of  England  or  the  borders  of  Scotland.  We  find 
in  the  Tiverton  town  records  that  one  Benjamin 
Hambly  was  married  iMarch  25,  1765,  by  Thomas 
Anthony,  Justice,  to  Deliverance  Fish.  He  must 
have  been  perviotisly  married,  as  Benjamin 
Hambly,  Jr.,  his  son,  was  married  May  6,  1777, 
by  Walter  Cook,  Justice,  to  Elizabeth  Fish,  and 
from  this  Benjamin  Hambly  spring  all  the 
Hamblys  of  Tiverton  and  adjoining  towns. 

Benjamin  Hambly,  Jr.,  settled  in  the  north  part 
of  Tiverton,  on  the  land  now  owned  by  Charles 
Andrew  Hambly,  and  the  house  built  by  him  still 
stands  on  the  farm.  He  cleared  up  the  land  and 
on  it  made  extensive  improvements,  raising  flax, 
and  being  also  a large  grower  of  sheep.  He  was 
a weaver  by  occupation,  and  all  the  clothes  worn 
by  himself  and  his  family  were  woven  and  made  up 
on  the  farm  by  the  family,  as  were  also  their  shoes. 
He  spent  all  his  life  on  the  farm,  where  his  death 
occurred  Dec.  3,  1828,  when  he  was  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  his  wife  passing  away  Oct.  18,  1834, 
aged  seventy-six  years,  eleven  months ; both  are 
buried  at  a beautiful  spot  on  the  farm,  kept  green 
in  their  memory  by  their  grandson,  Charles  A. 
Hambl}-.  To  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Fish) 
Plambly  were  born  children  as  follows : Mary, 
born  Dec.  31,  1778;  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  3,  1780; 
John,  born  Dec.  27,  1781  ; Benjamin,  born  Oct. 
20,  1783;  Priscilla,  born  June  15,  1785,  who  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  New  York  .State;  Alice,  born 
March  10,  1787;  Nancy,  torn  June  17,  1789;  Sarah, 
born  June  20,  1792,  who  married  and  settled  in  New 
York  State;  Ruth,  born  Aug.  27,  1794;  Charles, 
born  April  18,  1796,  who  died  young;  Gardner  and 
Amy,  twins,  born  ]\Iay  26,  1798;  and  Charles  (2), 
born  Nov.  3,  1801. 

Charles  Hambly,  the  youngest  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  Hambly,  and  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Nov.  3,  1801,  on  the  old  homestead 
farm,  and  was  given  a .somewhat  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools  of  the  day.  But  by  apply- 
ing himself  to  study  he  fitted  himself  for  teaching, 
and  for  several  terms  was  engaged  in  teaching 
.school  in  his  native  town.  He  worked  on  the 
home  farm,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  upon 
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reaching  his  majority  started  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  his  own  account,  locating  on  a farm  on  the 
Fish  road,  in  Tiverton.  There  he  continued 
thus  engaged  until  his  father’s  death,  at  which 
time  he  became  the  executor  of  his  father’s  will, 
and  located  on  the  homestead  farm  on  the  Main 
road,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent. 
He  operated  a tract  of  100  acres,  upon  which  he 
made  extensive  improvements,  and  where  he  died 
Dec.  8,  1887,  being  buried  in  the  family  burying- 
ground  on  the  homestead  farm.  Mr.  Hambly  was 
an  active  member  of  the  local  militia  for  several 
years,  and  in  political  belief  he  was  at  first  a Whig, 
later  becoming  a Republican.  In  his  religious  con- 
nection he  was  a member  of  the  First  (now  the 
Central)  Baptist  Church,  of  Tiverton. 

Mr.  Hambly  married  IMiss  Mary  Slocum,  who 
passed  away  in  Tiverton,  March  29,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Major  Benjamin  Slocum.  Mrs.  Hambly  was  a 
faithful  and  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Hambly  had  the  following  children : 
Mary  Jane,  born  March  16,  1823,  married  William 
B.  Bennett,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; Sally  T., 
born  April  13,  1826,  married  George  Slocum,  and 
both  are  now  deceased  ; Ann  A.,  lx)rn  July  27,  1828, 
married  Edward  B.  Hambly,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Abby  E.,  born  i\Iay  8,  1831,  married  Rich- 
ard W.  Sherman,  and  they  reside  in  Tiverton ; 
Fanny  M.,  born  Aug.  16,  1833,  married  Daniel 
Stafford,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; Ellen  F., 
born  Aug.  4.  1836,  married  ^^’illiam  BI.  Estes,  and 
is  deceased ; Charles  Andrew  is  mentioned  below ; 
Ruth  A.,  born  Oct.  23,  1842,  is  now  the  widow  of 
David  B.  Borden,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.;  Olive 
J,  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Charles  Andrew  Hambly  was  born  Oct.  t2, 
1839,  in  Tiverton,  R.  L,  and  his  educational  train- 
ing was  begun  in  the  district  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood, after  which  he  attended  the  Pierce 
Academy,  at  Middleboro,  Mass.,  which  academy 
was  then  under  the  principalship  of  Prof.  J.  W.  P. 
Jenks.  Among  his  classmates  were  numbered  stu- 
dents from  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  After 
returning  home  from  school  Mr.  Hambly  assisted 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm 
during  the  summers  and  employed  himself  in  teach- 
ing during  the  winters.  His  first  experience  as 
a teacher  was  at  Westport  Harbor,  i\Iass.,  where 
he  taught  several  terms,  after  which  he  taught  a 
number  of  terms  in  the  schools  of  Tiverton,  where 
he  also  conducted  singing  school.  After  giving 
up  teaching  Mr.  Hambly  turned  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  poultry,  disposing  of  his  stock  to  the 
hotels  at  Newport  and  to  the  “Stone  Bridge  Ho- 
tel” at  Tiverton,  which  was  then  conducted  by  the 
late  Asa  T.  Lawton  and  was  then  a well-known 
hostelry.  Still  later  he  started  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness, doing  his  own  butchering,  and  selling  his 
product  at  Fall  River,  Tiverton  and  Taunton,  but 


subsequently  found  it  more  profitable  to  buy  Chi- 
cago dressed  beef,  which  he  disposes  of  at  Tiver- 
ton and  Fall  River.  For  over  forty  years  he  has 
raised  and  dealt  in  pork  and  lamhs,  which  he  pre- 
pares for  the  market.  He  is  a director  of  the 
Shove  iMills  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  Mr.  Hambly 
owns  a fine  farm  of  125  acres,  upon  which  he  has 
made  extensive  improvements.  His  beautiful  resi- 
dence, erected  by  him  in  i88o  at  a cost  of  $10,000, 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  and  is 
so  situated  as  to  command  a magnificent  view  of 
Narragansett  bay,  the  towns  of  Portsmouth,  Bris- 
tol, Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  and  the  surrounding 
country.  The  house  is  thoroughly  modern  in 
every  respect,  and  is  well  supplied  with  water  from 
an  ever-flowing  spring  situated  on  the  hill  above 
the  house,  the  water  flowing  of  its  own  velocity 
into  the  second  story.  Mr.  Hambly  has  also  built 
a commodious  barn,  sanitary  slaughter-houses 
and  a cold  storage  plant  on  his  place.  His  build- 
ing are  all  fully  equipped  with  modern  appliances, 
and  his  farming  is  carried  on  in  a thoroughly  scien- 
tific manner.  Mr.  Hambly’s  success  in  life  is  a 
result  of  his  progressiveness,  enterprise  and  never- 
tiring  industry. 

From  the  age  of  sixteen  years  our  subject  has 
been  a consistent  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Central  Baptist  Church  of  Tiverton,  which  he  has 
served  for  a number  of  years  as  deacon,  and  for 
over  forty  years  has  been  continuously  a teacher  in 
the  Sunday-school  and  as  well  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  In  his  political  sentiments  Mr. 
Hambly  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  accepted 
any  public  office  excepting  that  of  member  of  the 
school  board,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  his 
native  town  for  several  years. 

On  IMarch  2,  1862,  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Mr. 
Hambly  was  united  in  marriage  to  IMiss  IMary  Jose- 
])hine  Coit,  who  was  lx)rn  in  Fall  River  Feb.  23. 
1842,  daughter  of  the  late  Gardner  L.  and  Jose- 
phine Bonaparte  (Evans)  Coit,  and  a direct  de- 
scendant in  the  ninth  generation  from  John  Coit. 
who  came  from  Wales  to  America  between  1630 
and  1638.  and  appears  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Salem,  Mass.,  in  1638.  Mrs.  Hambly  was  a most 
estimable  woman,  an  effectionate  and  devoted  wife 
and  mother,  of  kindly  disposition,  and  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  her  for  her  many  beautiful  traits  of 
character.  From  girlhood  she  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Fall 
River.  She  was  called  to  her  reward  on  Nov. 
9,  1905,  after  a short  illness,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  family  cemetery,  where  a beautiful  monu- 
ment marks  her  last  resting-place.  The  following 
children  blessed  this  happy  union:  Harry  Coit, 
born  IMarch  22,  1863,  married  IMiss  Ida  W’hite, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  meat  and  grocery  business 
in  Fall  River,  as  well  as  being  engaged  in  farming 
in  Swansea.  IMass.  Lillian  Raymond,  born  Feb. 
17.  1865,  married  Benjamin  C.  Shove,  of  Fall 
River,  where  he  is  connected  with  the  Union  Cot- 
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ton  iMills.  and  they  have  three  daughters,  Florence 
Hamblv,  IMarion  Gardner  and  Annie  Coolidge 
Shove.  George  Coit,  born  Sept  7,  1867,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  and  provision  business  in  Tiver- 
ton : he  married  i\Iiss  Emma  Slocum,  and  they 
have  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  Coit  and  Josephine 
Ilrownell  Hamblv.  Martha  Roberts,  born  IMarch 
23.  1870,  married  James  A.  Davis,  of  Eall  River, 
where  he  is  bookkeeper  for  A.  Homer  Skinner, 
lumber  dealer,  and  they  have  three  children,  Ethel 
Josephine.  Andrew  Hambly  and  Gertrude  Gifford 
Davis.  i\Iary  Josephine,  born  IMarch  16,  1874. 
married  Henry  C.  M'ilcox.  of  Tiverton,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  fishing  industry,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Harold  Fairfield  Coit  Wilcox.  Charles  An- 
drew, Jr.,  born  July  23.  1876,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  confectionery  business  at  traveling  salesman 
for  Weeks  Bros.,  of  Providence,  married  Miss  Su- 
san R.  Cone,  of  Fall  River,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Helen  Louise  Hambly.  Edith  Helen, 
born  Dec.  26.  1878,  married  Osmon  Potter,  of 
Tiverton.  Eunice  Hazel  Lawton,  born  Dec.  12. 
t88i,  married  Irving  D.  PTumphrey,  of  Tiverton, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  hardware 
business  with  his  father,  and  they  have  one  son. 
Irving  Durfee  Humphrey.  Jr.  Olive  Judson,  born 
Dec.  24.  1886,  resides  at  home  with  her  father, 
and  whose  engagement  is  announced  to  James  D. 
IMacfarlane.  formerly  of  Tiverton,  who  is  now  lo- 
cated in  MTst  Tampa.  Fla.,  where  he  is  president  of 
the  IMacfarlane  Investment  Company,  being  also 
])rominentlv  identified  with  the  municipal  affairs  of 
that  city. 

Mr.  Charles  Andrew  Hambly  is  very  domestic 
in  his  tastes,  and  is  much  devoted  to  his  home  and 
its  surroundings.  He  is  charitable  and  benevolent, 
and  in  him  the  needy  and  less  fortunate  find  a 
kind  and  sympathetic  friend.  His  domestic  life 
is  an  ideal  one.  and  in  his  hospitable  home  the 
stranger  receives  as  cordial  a welcome  as  do  his 
many  friends  and  neighbors.  Xo  man  can  hand 
down  to  posterity  a cleaner,  better  record  than 
that  of  Charles  Andrew  Hambly. 

ROBERT  K.  ATWOOD.  In  this  day  of  in- 
herited wealth  and  influence,  sufficient  credit  is 
rarely  given  those  men  who,  by  their  thrift  and  un- 
aided industry,  gain  position,  affluence  and  an  hon- 
ored name.  There  is  no  credit  due  to  the  heredi- 
tary prince,  or  to  the  scion  of  a millionaire,  to  roll 
in  luxury,  to  possess  landed  estates,  or  for  the  abil- 
ity— if  ])erchance  he  have  the  inclination — to  en- 
dow universities,  manipulate  railways  or  sway  leg- 
islatures ; hut  to  the  young  man  whose  capital  is 
vested  in  his  native  energies,  to  him  are  due 
phrases  of  eulogy  and  praise.  A possessor  of  quali- 
ties which  when  tested  by  their  practical  exer- 
cise and  application  resulted  in  success.  Mr. 
Atwood  at  an  early  period  ventured  upon  life  on 
his  own  account,  prosecuting  to  the  present  time  its 
varied  routine  of  duties  with  earnest  steadfast  aim. 


He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Boston  Jan.  9,  1837,  and 
is  descended  from  the  ancient  Atwood  family,  a 
son  of  Robert  Kilton  Atwood,  a grandson  of  An- 
thony and  a great-grandson  of  Nehemiah. 

In  the  family  sketch  the  name  of  the  father  of 
Anthony  Atwood  appears  as  Nehemiah,  while  in 
the  records  he  is  referred  to  as  “Annanius.”  An- 
thony Atwood  married  Zerviah  Kilton,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Kilton,  and  a descendant  of  Robert  and 
Bethiah  (Fenner)  Kilton,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  Mr. 
Kilton  was  a bricklayer.  His  name  appears  in 
the  list  of  those  who  were  in  Capt.  Samuel  Gallup’s 
company,  in  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  1690.  In 
1691  he  bought  four  acres  of  land  in  Providence, 
with  buildings,  orchard,  etc.  The  children  born  to 
Anthony  and  Zerviah  were:  Amey,  born  Dec.  i, 
1796;  IMarcy,  Dec.  14,  1799;  John  and  Benjamin, 
Sept.  25.  1801  ; Anthony,  April  25,  1803 : Ann 
Fliza,  IMarch  23.  1805;  Robert  Kilton,  Feb.  15, 
1807:  Ruth,  IMay  23,  1809:  and  Abraham  C.,  June 
18,  1813. 

Robert  Kilton  Atwood.  Sr.,  father  of  Robert  K., 
was  born  in  Johnston,  R.  L.  near  the  present  local- 
ity known  as  Morgan’s  Mills,  Feb.  15,  1807.  He 
was  a farmer  in  his  youth  and  early  manhood,  later 
removing  to  Boston  and  to  several  points  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  city.  He  married  Cynthia  Hart, 
and  they  reared  a family  as  follows : Anthony, 
Robert  K..  Sarah,  Crowel,  Benjamin,  and  several 
who  died  in  infancy  or  early  youth.  Of  these  An- 
thony. Crowel  and  Benjamin  served  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  the  two  latter  died  in  service. 
Anthony  located  at  Roxbury,  IMass..  where  at  his 
death  he  left  a wife  and  daughter.  In  1849  Robert 
K.  Atwood  was  struck  and  killed  by  a train  at  Rox- 
bury, IMass.,  where  he  was  employed  as  an  expert 
machinist  by  the  old  Boston  & Providence  Railroad. 
Pie  was  highly  regarded  by  the  company,  and  his 
death  greatly  deplored.  His  widow  survived  many 
years,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. 

At  the  age  of  eight  years  Robert  K.  Atwood  be- 
came the  ward  of  his  uncle  by  marriage,  William  I.. 
Latham,  and  was  by  him  reared  on  the  farm  in 
Johnston  and  later  in  Olneyville.  At  the  verv  out- 
set it  became  the  boy's  duty  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood. and  his  assistance  with  the  work  of  his  uncle 
was  of  no  little  consequence.  He  had  few  educa- 
tional advantages,  and  was  not  of  a very  studious 
nature,  but  rather  of  an  active  and  energetic  dispo- 
sition. After  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Olney- 
ville, he  sought  various  employments.  They  re- 
sided at  what  is  now  a prominent  point  at  Olney- 
ville Scpiare.  He  was  careful  and  painstaking,  and 
thorough  in  every  undertaking.  As  he  grew  older 
his  industrious  dis])osition  was  noted  bv  others,  and 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  establishment  of  William 
Harris,  and  for  Caleb  Harris,  who  succeeded  him. 
He  was  next  employed  for  a short  time  in  an  iron 
foundrv.  after  which  he  became  a coach  driver 
from  ( llneyville  to  Market  Square.  Under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Doyle,  he 
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became  a night  watchman  in  the  city  of  Providence. 
Later  he  became  one  of  the  first  of  the  regular  po- 
lice constables  and  was  a familiar  figure  in  the 
commercial  district  of  the  city.  During  these  years 
he  had  been  saving  his  earnings  and  had  accumu- 
lated a small  amount  of  money  which,  in  1867,  he 
invested  in  a part  ownership  of  a market  conducted 
by  James  Davis,  and  the  firm  became  Davis  & At- 
wood. For  fifteen  years  this  partnership  continued, 
and  at  its  termination  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Davis,  and  for  a short  time  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone.  He  then  disposed  of  his  interests  to 
Walter  Brownell,  and  seeking  another  location 
again  embarked  in  the  produce  and  market  busi- 
ness. After  seven  years  he  bought  the  site  of  his 
business  property,  and  erected  the  business  block 
which  he  occupied  until  September,  1906,  when, 
owing  to  impaired  health,  he  retired  from  the  mer- 
cantile business.  Mr.  Atwood  erected  and  owns 
several  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  Plainfield  and 
Atwood  streets,  the  latter  being  named  for  him. 

On  Sept.  17,  i860,  Mr.  Atwood  married  Fran- 
ces M.,  born  Dec.  2,  1839,  in  Johnston,  K.  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  Dexter  and  Lucy  (Fenner)  Knight.  Their 
children  are : ]\laria  J. ; Amey  L.,  wife  of  Dr.  F. 
A.  Twitchel,  D.  D.,  of  Olneyville ; Lucy  F.,  and 
Lilly  P.,  twins,  the  former  the  wife  of  William  O. 
Todd;  and  one  son,  Robert  Lang.  Mr.  Atwood  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  preferment,  but  while  active 
in  the  councils  of  the  party,  and  at  times  mani- 
festing interest  in  the  candidacy  of  friends,  he  is 
not  a politician.  In  1879  he  was  elected  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  the  town  of  Johnston,  hut  de- 
clined further  political  honors.  He  is  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  throughout  the  city  of  Providence, 
and  especially  to  his  immediate  neighborhood  where 
he  is  recognized  as  a citizen  of  true  worth.  Begin- 
ning as  a poor  boy  without  aid  or  influence,  he  has 
gained  a competency,  and  this,  too,  while  main- 
taining a high  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  deal- 
ing. By  a life  of  strict  sobriety  and  temperance,  he 
is  to-day  although  well  past  threescore  years 
and  ten,  in  almost  the  very  prime  of  man- 
hood, with  every  faculty  susceptible  to  its  strongest 
tension  and  activity.  He  is  a man  of  powerful  con- 
victions and  when  convinced  he  is  right  will  not  be 
swerved  from  his  opinion.  He  has  a hearty  “Amen” 
for  every  good  work,  and  in  most  cases  leans  to  a 
verdict  of  “not  proven.” 

PARDON  FENNER  BROWN,  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Johnston,  at  the  home 
of  his  maternal  grandfather.  Pardon  Fenner,  June 
9,  1827.  His  line  of  descent,  so  far  as  is  known,  is 
as  follows : 

(I)  Gideon  Brown  had  children  as  follows: 
Sarah,  born  IMarch  4,  1753.  married  Charles  Wa- 
terman; Phebe,  born  in  1758,  died  March  14,  1784; 
Ruth,  born  in  1760,  married  Benjamin  Whipple, 
son  of  Joseph  \\diipple,  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and 


died  July  4,  1802;  ]\[ary,  born  in  1763,  died  March 
14,  1776;  Gideon,  born  Aug.  16,  1767;  Hannah, 
born  March  25,  1756,  married  Jan.  7,  1781,  Samuel 
Sprague;  and  Nathaniel,  born  July  17,  1772,  died 
July  14,  1848. 

(II)  Gideon  Brown  (2),  born  Aug.  16,  1767, 
son  of  Gideon,  married  June  27,  1788,  Eunice, 
daughter  of  Solomon  and  Eunice  (Lake)  Thorn- 
ton. They  had  children  as  follows:  Nathan; 
Phebe,  born  June  12,  1794,  married  William  Green; 
James,  born  Sept.  25,  1796,  married  Nancy  Sweet; 
Mary,  born  Eeb.  14,  1798,  married  Henry  W. 
Hoyle;  Benjamin  Whipple,  born  June  5,  1799,  mar- 
ried Sally  Place ; and  Martha  Field,  born  Oct.  24, 
1801,  married  Owen*  Taylor. 

(III)  Nathan  Brown,  son  of  Gideon  (2),  mar- 

ried (first)  Susan  Thornton,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Susan  (Pearce)  Thornton.  She  was  born  in 
1772,  and  died  i\pril  23,  1823.  The  children  of 
this  union  were:  William,  born  June  10,  1791, 
who  married  (first)  Dinah  Thornton,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Merihah  Thornton,  had  one  son,  Wil- 
liam Thornton,  and  married  (second)  Sally  Fen- 
ner, daughter  of  Henry  Fenner  (son  of  Hon.  Ar- 
thur Fenner,  who  was  born  Jan.  6,  1725.  See  Fen- 
ner sketch)  ; Abby  P.,  born  May  15,  1793,  married 
Edward  Eiske,  and  died  July  17,  1858;  Daniel, 
born  Eeb.  20,  1795;  Ruth,  born  July  27,  1797, 
married  Welcome  Alverson,  son  of  Caleb  and  Han- 
nah Alverson,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1872 ; Nathan,  born 
March  27,  i8(X),  married  Amy  Wright,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Wright,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1872; 

Susan,  horn  ]May  ii,  1802,  married  Caleb  Alverson, 
son  of  Caleb  and  Plannah  Alverson,  and  died  Eeb. 
22,  1877 ; Sarah,  born  March  25,  1804,  married 
William  Harris;  Gideon,  born  March  15,  1807,  mar- 
ried Mary  Hart,  daughter  of  John  Hart;  Phebe, 
born  Aug.  10,  1810,  died  unmarried  Dec.  29,  1895  ; 
Isaac,  born  July  10,  1812,  married  Mary  Watson, 
and  died  April  5,  1879;  and  Clarissa,  Ixirn  July  10, 
1819.  For  his  second  wife  Nathan  Brown  mar- 
ried Susan  Smith,  daughter  of  Job  Smith. 

(IV)  Daniel  Brown,  son  of  Nathan,  born  Feb. 

20,  1795,  married  in  Alarch,  1816,  Abby  Fenner 
who  was  born  Jan.  2,  1800,  daughter  of  Pardon 
Fenner  and  his  wife,  Huldah  (Williams)  Fenner. 
She  died  Alay  20,  i88r,  while  he  had  passed  away 
May  I,  1879.  Their  children  were:  Ardelia,  born 
in  Alarch,  1817,  married  Ezekiel  Ralph,  and  died 
Nov.  12,  1876;  Albert,  born  in  1820,  died  Sept. 
5,  1841  ; Eliza  Alanchester,  born  Alarch  31,  1822, 
married  William  Brown  Alverson,  and  died  April 
3,  1906;  Pardon  Eenner,  born  June  9,  1827;  and 
Daniel,  born  Sept.  10,  1840,  married  Florinda 

Alatheson,  daughter  of  Nathan  Alatheson. 

(V)  Pardon  Fenner  Brown,  son  of  Daniel, 
horn  June  9,  1827,  married  Nov.  14,  1850,  Helen, 
daughter  of  Elisha  Olney  and  Ruth  (Richardson) 
Angell,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Joel  and  Lyda 
(Brown)  Richardson.  To  this  marriage  came  chil- 
dren: Arthur  Fenner,  born  Sept.  22,  1851,  married 
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(first)  ]\Iay  16,  1872,  Emma  Hall,  daughter  of 
Gardner  S.  Hall,  and  (second)  Mary  Gorton, 
daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Wales,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Mabel  M ales,  born  May  21,  1883,  and  he  died 
Nov.  2,  1889;  Caroline,  born  Jan.  22,  1857,  died 
Feb.  18,  1857;  Mhlliam  i\Iills,  born  Aug.  12,  1858, 
married  Sarah  V'an  Ausdale  Ruth,  daughter  of 
John  J.  Ruth,  and  has  one  son  Arthur  Fenner, 
born  Dec.  2,  1895. 

Pardon  Fenner  Brown  commenced  his  educa- 
tion at  an  early  age  in  his  native  town,  Johnston. 
He  tlien  attended  the  Summer  street  school  of 
Providence,  of  which  Hon.  Amos  Perry  was  prin- 
cipal. and  later  took  a partial  course  at  what  is 
now  known  as  Lapham  Institute,  under  the  Hon. 
Hosea  Ouimby,  where  he  had  as  a friend  and  fel- 
low-student James  B.  Angell,  now  president  of 
Michigan  Universit3^  He  then  entered  the  Uni- 
versity Grammar  School  of  Lyon  & Frieze,  Provi- 
dence, in  order  to  prepare  for  a course  at  Brown 
University,  but  on  account  of  failing  eyesight  was 
compelled  to  give  up  a college  course.  Among  his 
classmates  at  the  latter  school  were  James  Sim- 
mons, Jr.,  Horatio  N.  Slater  and  David  Duncan. 
In  1848  he  engaged  in  wood  manufacturing,  in  a 
mill  which  his  father  had  left  idle,  well  stocked 
with  machinery  for  the  manufacturing  of  blinds 
and  doors.  He  continued  it  afterward  at  iManton 
and  Fountain  streets.  Providence. 

]Mr.  Brown  was  a passenger  on  the  ill-fated 
steamer  ‘Aletis,”  which  was  wrecked  ofif  Watch 
Hill,  Aug.  30,  1872,  on  the  passage  from  New  York 
to  Providence.  Latterly  Mr.  Brown  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  old  Angell  homestead,  the 
home  of  his  wife.  He  has  been  a Republican  in 
politics.  Originally  he  was  a member  of  the  St. 
Peter's  Church  of  iNIanton,  but  later  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  and  is  one 
of  the  wardens  of  that  church.  Since  1849 
been  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Episcopal  Con- 
vention. Mr.  Brown  is  connected  with  the  Rhode 
Island  and  Citizens  Historical  societies. 

I 

COMSTOCK.  The  Comstock  family,  since  the 
year  1654,  has  been  one  of  prominence  in  Provi- 
dence. Reference  is  here  made  particularly  to  the 
families  of  the  late  Jonathan  F.  and  Andrew  Com- 
stock, and  their  sons.  Louis  H..  M'alter  Jay.  Wil- 
liam A.  H.  and  I’Yank  P..  who  together  and  in 
turn  have  been  among  the  leading  business  men  of 
Rhode  Island. 

(I)  Mhlliam  Comstock,  doubtless  the  ancestor 
of  all  of  the  Comstocks  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  is  on  record  in  M'ether.sfield,  Conn.,  in 
1641.  He  probably  came  from  Watertown,  Mass., 
with  a lare  number  of  immigrants  to  Wethers- 
field, Windsor  and  Hartford.  Conn.,  at  about  that 
time. 

( )n  Jan.  25.  1659,  M'illiam  Comstock  deeded 
land  in  New  London,  and  at  a town  meeting  held 
there,  Nov.  10,  1650.  voted  to  co-operate  with 


John  Winthrop  in  establishing  a corn  mill  in  New 
London.  It  is  probable  that  William  Comstock, 
of  Wethersfield  and  New  London,  who  married  for 
his  second  wife  Elizabeth,  had  children  as  follows : 
John,  of  Lyme,  Conn. ; Daniel,  of  New  London 
(now  iNIontville)  ; Samuel,  of  Providence;  Chris- 
topher, of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  Conn. ; and 
Elizabeth’,  who  married  Edward  Shipton. 

( II)  Samuel  Comstock,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried Annie,  who  was  living  Eeb.  10,  1657,  and 
who  married  for  her  second  husband  John  Smith. 
Erom  court  records  he  was  undoubtedly  living  in 
Hartford  in  1648,  but  on  Ivlarch  i,  1654,  he  bought 
a house  and  lot  of  John  Smith,  in  Providence. 
This  property  comprised  four  acres  and  was  near 
the  corner  of  North  jMain  and  Abbott  streets. 
His  children  were : Samuel,  born  in  1654 ; Daniel, 
born  May  12,  1656. 

(III)  Samuel  Comstock  (2),  son  of  Samuel, 
married  Nov.  22,  1678,  Elizabeth  Arnold,  born  in 
Watertown,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Arnold, 
of  Cheselbourne,  Dorset,  England,  and  Phebe 
Parkhurst.  He  was  a deputy  in  1699,  1702,  1707, 
1708,  1711,  and  was  appointed  i\Iay  6,  1702,  a com- 
mittee by  Assembly  to  audit  the  general  treasurer’s 
account  and  Colony  debt.  In  April,  1708,  he  was 
appointed  on  a committee  to  fix  the  rates  of  grain 
and  other  specie  brought  to  the  treasury.  He  was 
called  captain  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a deputy  from  Providence  in  1707.  His  children 
were  : Samuel ; Hozadiah  ; Thomas  ; Daniel ; Eliza- 
beth ; John ; Ichabod,  and  Job. 

(IV)  John  Comstock,  son  of  Samuel  (2),  born 
Alarch  26,  1693,  died  Jan.  12,  1749,  married  (first) 
Esther  Jenckes,  daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Pati- 
ence (Sprague)  Jenckes,  and  (second)  Sarah  Dex- 
ter, born  June  27,  1698,  who  died  July  8,  1773. 
He  was  a blacksmith,  and  resided  in  Providence, 
where  he  was  a large  land  holder,  deeding  to  his 
sons,  at  various  times,  considerable  tracts  of  land. 
He  was  buried  in  the  North  burial-ground.  Provi- 
dence. His  children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1715; 
Joseph  ; Jeremiah  ; John.  Jr. ; Jonathan  ; James, 
born  in  1733;  Nathan,  and  Ichabod. 

(A")  James  Comstock,  son  of  John,  born  Dec. 
25 > 173.L  died  March  7,  1791.  married  Esther 
Comstock,  who  died  March  12,  1808.  He  was 
admitted  a freeman  of  Providence  in  May,  1757. 
His  children  born  in  North  Providence  were: 
Richard,  born  April  19.  1754,  died  Jan.  3,  1755: 
Amey,  born  Sept.  21,  1755.  died  Jan.  19,  1785: 
iMercy.  born  July  20,  1757,  married  Ro1)ert  Hark- 
ness,  and  died  July  12,  1790;  M'oodbury  was  born 
Dec.  9.  1759. 

(VI)  Woodbury  Comstock,  son  of  James,  was 
born  Dec.  9.  1759,  and  died  Nov.  7,  1793.  He  mar- 
ried i\lay  1.  1786.  Hannah  Read,  born  Oct.  30, 
1776.  died  Eeb.  26,  1838,  daughter  of  John  Read. 
Woodbury  Comstock  was  a Friend.  He  lived  in 
North  Providence,  R.  L,  where  he  had  these  chil- 
dren : Lydia,  born  Nov.  23,  1786,  married  Asa 
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Kelly;  Amey,  born  Aiig.  19,  1788,  married  David 
Kelly;  Mercy,  born  April  14,  1791,  married  Eph- 
raim Bassett ; and  James. 

(VII)  James  Comstock,  son  of  Woodbury, 
was  born  Feb.  27,  1793,  in  North  Providence,  and 
died  April  26,  1861,  at  Blackstone,  Mass.  He  was 
a farmer  and  retail  butcher.  He  went  with  his 
mother  to  IMendon,  now  Blackstone,  where  she 
married  Samuel  Smith  of  that  place.  On  iMarch 
9,  1814,  he  married  Catherine  Farnum,  of  Ux- 
bridge, Mass.,  bom  Nov.  i,  1793,  died  June  20, 
1867,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Farnum.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Woodbury  L.,  born  Jan.  26,  1815,  died 
May  5,  1816;  Lydia  F.,  born  Dec.  5,  1816,  married 
Laban  Bates,  of  Mendon,  Alass. ; Jonathan  Far- 
num is  mentioned  below ; Amia  Smith,  born  Dec. 
9,  1820,  married  Albert  Gaskill ; Andrew,  born 
March  6,  1823,  is  mentioned  below ; James  Kelly, 
born  June  29,  1827,  married  Charlotte  E.  (Kelly) 
Benson,  and  died  July  21,  1897;  and  Catherine 
Farnum,  born  June  29,  1827,  married  Richard  D. 
Beede.  In  religious  affiliation  the  father  was  a 
Friend. 

(\TH)  JoxATH.xx  Farxum  Comstock,  born 
Nov.  24,  1818,  died  Jan.  8,  1889.  He  married  Feb. 
13,  1840,  Mary  Dexter  Hall,  who  died  May  13, 
1894,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hall.  These  children 
were  born  to  this  union : Louis  H..  born  March  2, 
1844,  is  mentioned  farther  on ; Mary,  born  Sept. 
6,  1846,  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  E.,  born  i\lay  6, 
1849,  infancy;  Walter  Jay,  born  Dec.  12, 

1853,  is  mentioned  below ; William  Allen  Hall, 
born  Sept.  14,  1856,  is  mentioned  farther  on. 

The  Providence  Journal  of  Jan.  9,  1889.  said 
of  i\Ir.  Comstock : “Jonathan  F.  Comstock,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prominent  business  men  of 
Providence,  died  very  suddenly  Tuesday  at  his 
home  on  Broad  street.  He  was  for  many  years 
identified  with  the  wholesale  beef  and  pork  business 
and  by  his  connection  with  the  firms  of  J.  F.  & A. 
Comstock.  Comstock  & Company,  and  J.  F.  Com- 
stock & Sons,  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  great 
progress  and  development  of  this  business  within 
the  last  thirty  years  that  has  been  so  beneficial 
to  all  consumers  of  meat  products  in  the  East. 

“Mr.  Comstock  was  born  in  Mendon,  iMass. 
(now  a part  of  Blackstone),  in  1818,  and  was 
thus  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  his  seventy-first 
year.  He  was  one  of  three  brothers,  one  of  whom, 
Andrew,  has  been  connected  with  him  in  business 
in  this  city,  the  other  living  in  W'orcester.  He 
began  his  business  with  his  father  at  home  as  a 
young  man,  in  the  small  way  in  which  it  was 
then  conducted.  Later  the  two  brothers  carried  it 
on,  and  in  1857  they  removed  to  Providence.  Here 
their  establishment  was  first  located  on  Parkis  ave- 
nue. in  a spot  now  covered  with  dwelling-houses. 
A few  vears  later  they  went  to  Clinton  street 
(now  Willard  avenue),  and  in  1873  a further  re- 
moval was  made  to  their  present  location  on  Smith- 
field  avenue  in  Pawtucket. 


“Besides  his  local  business  Mr.  Comstock  also 
became  largely  connected  with  a great  establish- 
ment in  the  West,  whereby  he  co-operated  in  the 
development  of  the  beef  shipping  business  to  the 
East,  first  as  live  stock  in  cars,  then  as  dressed 
beef,  in  which  form  the  business  has  been  extended 
so  enormously,  even  across  the  ocean.  For  the 
last  eight  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Comstock  had  only 
a nominal  connection  with  the  great  interests  he  was 
identified  with.  A severe  nervous  shock  took  hiin 
from  active  affairs,  to  which  he  did  not  return. 
He  was,  however,  in  a fair  state  of  health,  and 
Monday  morning,  the  day  before  his  death,  he 
drove  out.  according  to  custom.”  Mr.  Comstock 
was  a member  of  the  Societv  of  Friends. 

(IX)  Louis  Hall  Comstock,  born  IMarch  2, 
1844,  at  iMendon,  iMass.,  married  Jan.  27.  1870, 
Rachel  Schuyler  Lansing,  of  Cohoes.  N.  Y.,  and 
they  had  these  children : Mary  Lansing,  born  Dec. 
5,  1872,  who  died  Feb.  12.  1905  ; and  Fred  Schuy- 
ler, born  Jan.  12,  1874.  The  former  married,  Nov. 
20,  1895,  William  C.  Huntoon.  of  Providence,  and 
had  two  children,  Louis  Hall  Comstock  and  Wil- 
liam Caswell,  Jr. 

Mr.  Louis  Hall  Comstock  spent  his  school  days 
in  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  also  attended  the  high 
school  in  Providence,  R.  1.  From  school  he  went 
directlv  into  the  business  with  his  father  and 
Uncle  Andrew.  In  1880  he  and  his  cousin.  Isaac 
Comstock  Bates,  bought  out  Comstock  & Co.,  and 
he  has  since  devoted  his  energy'  to  that  company. 
He  is  president  of  the  Oakdale  IManufacturing 
Company  and  vice-president  of  the  ^Merchants’ 
Freezing  & Cold  Storage  Company.  Mr.  Comstock 
is  a member  of  the  Hope  Club,  Squantum  Club, 
Rumford  Polo  Club,  Commerical  Club,  Providence 
Economic  Club,  and  the  Providence  Board  of 
Trade. 

(IX)  Walter  Jay  Comstock,  born  Dec.  12, 
1853,  at  Blackstone,  Mass.,  married  (first)  Feb. 
4,  1880,  Clara  S.  Forney,  and  (second)  Jan.  3. 
1894,  Mary  Waterman  Chapin,  daughter  of  \\'.  Mh 
Chapin,  of  Providence.  These  children  were  born 
to  the  union : Walter  J.,  born  Dec.  5,  1880,  is 
with  the  Providence  Ice  Company ; Catherine  F., 
born  May  30,  1882,  died  Sept.  22,  1882;  and  ]\Iar) 
M’aterman  was  born  Dec.  27,  1894.  M’alter  J. 
Comstock  spent  his  early  school  days  in  Providence, 
attending  the  Friendship  street  primary  and  inter- 
mediate schools,  and  graduated  from  IMowry  & 
Goff’s  English  & Classical  School.  In  1871  he  be- 
came employed  in  the  wholesale  beef  house  of  E. 
A.  Grout  & Co.,  which  in  1875  became  the  firm 
of  J.  F.  Comstock  & Sons,  consi.sting  of  Jonathan 
F.,  Andrew,  Walter  Jay  and  William  A.  H.  Com- 
stock, and  his  entire  business  life  has  been  in 
connection  with  that  firm.  During  the  past  ten 
years  IMr.  Comstock  has  not  actively  engaged  in 
business,  enjoying  the  pleasure  of  travel  in  this 
and  European  lands.  From  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  ist  Light  In- 
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fantry,  and  is  captain  of  Company  E.  He  is  also 
colonel  of  the  ist  Light  Infantry  \"eterans.  ^Ir. 
Comstock  is  a member  of  the  Hope  Club,  Art  Club 
and  Rumford  Polo  Club.  His  residence  is  at  No. 
25  Parkis  avenue. 

(IX)  ^^bLLIAM  Allen  Hall  Comstock,  born 
Sept.  14,  1856,  in  Blackstone,  Hass.,  married  Jan. 
19,  1887,  Harriet  L.  Brown,  and  one  child  came 
to  this  union,  Jonathan  Farnum,  born  Oct.  7, 
1889. 

(VXH)  Andrew  Comstock,  born  March  6, 
1823,  in  Mendon,  iMass.,  died  Xov.  30,  1898,  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  He  married  May  24,  1856, 

Juliette  Paine,  born  Dec.  25,  1825,  and  in  1857 
they  came  to  Providence,  where  Mr.  Comstock 
became  president  of  the  Commercial  National 
Bank  and  trustee  of  Brown  University.  Their 
children  were;  Frederick  Dana,  born  May  7, 
1858,  who  died  Oct.  ii,  1858;  Frank  Paine,  born 
beb.  26,  1864;  and  Clara  Elizabetb,  born  X'ov.  6, 
1866. 

The  Providence  Evening  Bulletin  of  Nov.  30, 
1898,  says  of  Andrew  Comstock:  “Andrew  Com- 
stock. of  the  firm  of  J.  F.  Comstock  & Sons,  pro- 
vision dealers  on  Canal  street,  died  at  his  home 
on  Broad  street  this  morning  after  a brief  illness. 
I\lr.  Comstock  complained  of  not  feeling  well 
Saturday,  and  on  that  day  returned  from  his  busi- 
ness at  an  earlier  hour  than  usual.  Pneumonia  dc* 
veloped  and  this  morning  resulted  fatally.  Mr. 
Comstock  was  born  in  iMendon,  ]\Iass.,  March  6, 
1823,  and  was  the  son  of  James  Comstock.  There 
were  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
Andrew  being  tbe  second  son.  Educated  at  the 
I'riends’  School  in  this  city,  Mr.  Comstock  did 
not  take  a college  course,  but  entered  into  busi- 
ness with  his  brother,  Jonathan  F.  Comstock,  in 
Blackstone,  Massachusetts. 

“The  firm,  a provision  house,  similar  to  that 
now  in  this  city,  though  on  a smaller  scale,  was 
known  as  J.  F.  & A.  Comstock.  In  1857,  under 
the  same  firm  name,  the  two  brothers  came  to 
this  city  and  carried  on  the  business  here.  Ten 
years  ago,  after  the  death  of  J.  F.  Comstock,  two 
firms,  J.  F.  Comstock  & Sons  and  Comstock  & Co., 
sprang  from  the  original  firm,  :\Ir.  Comstock  being 
interested  in  both,  though  subsequently  withdraw- 
ing from  Comstock  & Co.  and  remaining  with 
J.  F.  Comstock  & Sons.  He  was  associated  with 
this  firm  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

“Mr.  Comstock  did  not  confine  himself  wholly 
to  the  company  which  bears  the  Comstock  name. 
He  was  president  of  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Co.,  a 
large  beef  house  in  Hammond,  Ind.,  which  has 
plants  in  Chicago  and  Omaha.  He  was  ])resi- 
dent  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  a trustee  of  the 
People’s  Savings  Bank  and  a trustee  of  Brown 
University.  In  spite  of  his  large  business  inter- 
ests Mr.  Comstock  also  found  time  for  activity  in 
church  work,  and  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
Cranston  Street  Baptist  Church,  in  whose  wel- 


fare he  was  greatly  interested.  i\Ir.  Comstock  had 
a large  number  of  friends  and  acquaintances  and 
was  especially  prominent  in  tbe  business  circles  of 
the  city.  He  was  a member  of  no  secret  organiza- 
tion, and  was  not  prominent  in  the  political  world, 
although  he  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature.” 

(IX)  Frank  Paine  Comstock,  born  Feb.  26, 
1864,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  married  May  ii,  1887, 
Laura  \V.  Burroughs,  daughter  of  Samuel  N. 
Burroughs,  and  the  following  children  were  born 
to  the  union : Andrew  Burroughs,  born  Aug.  4, 
1888;  Hope  Marguerite,  Oct.  16,  1891;  and  Kath- 
arine, March  4,  1900. 

Mr.  Frank  Paine  Comstock  attended  Mowry  & 
Gofifs  English  & Classical  School,  graduating  in 
1881,  immediately  after  which  he  entered  the  busi- 
ness of  J.  F.  Comstock  & Sons.  He  was  a director 
of  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Company  and  the  Ham- 
mond Packing  Company,  and  is  president  of  the 
Providence  Ice  Company.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Hope  Club,  the  Squantum  Club,  the  Commercial 
Club,  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Churchman’s 
Club. 

]\HLLER  (Woonsocket  family).  For  genera- 
tions the  Millers  in  and  about  Woonsocket  and  the 
region  of  country  out  of  which  came  that  town  have 
been  a continuous  family.  In  the  old  town  of  Cum- 
berland the  vital  statistics  indicate  a continuance 
of  the  name  there  since  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  And  in  other  nearby  Rhode 
Island  towns  once  a part  of  Massachusetts  the 
name  dates  back  to  a much  earlier  period,  as  in 
Bristol,  Warren  and  Barrington.  It  was  in  War- 
ren that  Brigadier-General  Nathan  Miller  of  the 
Revolution  and  a member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress was  born;  and  in  Bristol  lived  Nelson  Miller 
who  for  a period  of  six  years  served  his  country  in 
the  Revolution,  under  Washington  at  Trenton,  and 
Princeton  and  at  Valley  Forge,  and  who  fought, 
too,  at  Bunker  Hill.  This  article,  however,  is  to 
deal  with  the  old  Cumberland  branch  of  the  Miller 
family,  with  some  of  the  descendants  of  William 
Miller,  some  of  whom  are  yet  active  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  Woonsocket  and  vicinity.  In 
Cumberland  lived  and  flourished  the  late  Jonathan 
IMiller,  one  of  whose  sons,  the  late  Hon.  Edwin 
Ballou  Miller,  became  one  of  the  most  active  and 
leading  business  men,  as  well  as  successful,  of  his 
time  there,  winning  the  reputation,  too,  of  having 
been  as  upright  and  honest  as  he  was  successful. 

Jonathan  Miller,  son  of  William,  and  father  of 
the  late  Edwin  B.,  married  Nov.  15,  1807,  Polly 
Ballou,  born  Oct.  31,  1787,  daughter  of  Oliver  and 
Abigail  (Colburn)  Ballou,  of  Cumberland,  R.  L, 
he  a descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  of  Maturin 
Ballou,  an  early  settler  of  Providence,  his  lineage 
being  tbrough  James,  Nathaniel  and  Noah  Ballou. 

The  children  of  Jonathan  and  Polly  (Ballou) 
Miller,  all  born  in  Cumberland',  R.  L,  were : Ruth, 
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born  Jan.  19,  1809;  Louisa  Ballou,  May  ii,  1811; 
Almira  Hill,  July  6,  1813;  Lorenzo  Dow,  May  20, 
1816;  Leander,  June  22,  1818;  Almon  Greene, 
July  15,  1820;  Clementina,  July  21,  1822;  Edwin 
Ballou,  April  20,  1824;  Solyman,  Sept.  17,  1826; 
and  Lewis  Leprelett,  Oct.  29,  1828.  The  parents  of 
this  family  resided  in  Cumberland,  R.  1.  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler was  a member  of  the  Six  Principle  Baptist 
Church.  She  was  always  spoken  of  as  a most  ex- 
emplary Christian  woman.  Mr.  Miller  was  oc- 
cupied in  farming  and  in  boat-building.  He 
died  March  20,  1859,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
ten  months  and  five  days.  His  widow  Polly  died 
Oct.  27,  1866,  aged  seventy-nine  years  less  four' 
days. 

Edwin  Ballou  Miller,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Polly  (Ballou)  Miller,  born  April  20,  1824,  in  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  R.  L,  married  April  i,  1848, 
Lydia  Ann  Hardy,  daughter  of  Sumner  P.  and 
Mary  (Haskell)  Hardy,  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
marriage  occurring  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  Rev.  Lu- 
ther D.  Hill,  then  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of- 
ficiating. 

Mr.  Miller  was  one  of  ten  children,  the  mother 
of  whom,  as  indicated  in  the  foregoing,  was  a 
woman  of  strong  mental  ability  and  deep  religious 
feeling.  Edwin  B.  Miller  obtained  a limited  edu- 
cation in  a district  school  in  boyhood,  and  at  the 
same  time  assisted  his  father  on  the  homestead 
farm  and  in  boat-building.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  came  to  Woonsocket  and  went  to  work  as 
“boss”  farmer  for  his  uncle,  Dexter  Ballou,  who  be- 
came sole  owner  of  the  Social  Mill  property  Nov. 
12,  1841,  and  built  the  first  stone  mill  there,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  July  i,  1874. 

Edwin  B.  Miller  continued  in  the  employ  of  his 
uncle  until  the  latter’s  death,  July  17,  1849.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  livery  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  in  it  met  with  success.  In  1855  he  em- 
barked in  the  ice  business,  and  at  the  same  time  be- 
gan the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate.  This 
business  he  successfully  carried  on  during  the  rest 
of  his  lifetime.  With  the  ice  and  real  estate  busi- 
ness Mr.  Miller  united  that  of  lumber  and  also 
farming.  He  was  successful  in  all.  Upon  land 
purchased  on  North  Main  street  in  Woonsocket, 
and  in  other  places  in  the  city,  he  erected  buildings, 
including  stores,  tenement  houses  and  residences, 
one-half  of  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

In  all  of  his  varied  business  enterprises  Mr. 
Miller  was  successful  to  a far  greater  extent  than  is 
usual,  and  this  large  measure  of  success  was  due 
to  his  uprightness  of  character,  his  honesty,  to  his 
industry  and  capability,  for  he  was  a most  capable 
man.  Recognizing  these  qualities  his  fellow  citi- 
zens called  him  to  many  and  various  positions  of 
public  trust.  He  was  elected  a representative  from 
his  town  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island 
in  April,  1888,  serving  one  term.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  and  collector  of  taxes  be- 


fore Woonsocket  became  a city.  He  was  also 
highway  commissioner,  and  for  many  terms  served 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  assessors,  an  office  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  At  this  time  he 
was  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Producer’s 
Savings  Bank,  and  a director  and  large  stockholder 
of  the  Woonsocket  Opera  House  Company. 

Mr.  Miller  was  a man  of  sterling  integrity  and 
of  great  business  ability.  He  was  an  industrious 
man,  working  hard  throughout  life.  He  accumu- 
lated money,  every  dollar  of  which  was  made  hon- 
estly ; he  was  a worthy  representative  of  the  honest 
business  men  of  the  Old  School  and  is  worthy  of 
being  styled  a model  man  for  young  men  to  pat- 
tern after.  Mr.  Miller  was  a great  benefactor  of 
Woonsocket,  and  his  death  was  keenly  felt  in  that 
community ; the  loss  of  such  a man  was  great  to  the 
city.  He  was  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  en- 
couraging progress  and  advancement.  He  had  at 
heart  the  growth  and  development  of  \\  oonsocket 
and  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  people. 
As  citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  he  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem.  Wliile  not  a member  of  any 
of  the  churches  of  the  city,  yet  his  hand  and  purse 
was  extended  with  equal  liberality  to  all,  for  he 
was  a believer  in  them.  His  creed  was  the  Golden 
Rule,  and  it  was  the  active  and  guiding  principle 
of  his  life.  Temperate  himself  in  his  habits  he  be- 
lieved in  temperance.  He  was  kind  in  his  home 
and  loyal  in  his  friendships. 

Mr.  Miller  died  at  his  home  in  Woonsocket,  R. 
I.,  April  12,  1897.  In  the  resolutions  prepared  by 
the  common  council  of  the  City  on  the  occasion 
there  appeared  the  extract : “He  was  faithful  to 
liis  friends,  charitable  to  the  needy,  loyal  to  every 
trust  and  as  an  assessor  was  of  service  to  our 
city  many  years.  His  course  has  been  finished  with 
honor  to  himself  and  our  city.”  Mrs.  Miller  died 
at  her  home  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  Feb.  15,  1886. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were: 
Mary  Estelle,  married  Francis  Sylvester  Weeks, 
Jr.;  Medora  (now  deceased);  Ellen  Frances  (now 
deceased)  ; Ida  Eliza  married  Stafford  Clinton 
Clough ; Adelaide  L.  is  the  widow  of  Clarence  Car- 
roll  Andrews,  of  Providence ; and  Edward  Porter 
married  Emma  Louise  Grant,  and  has  one  child, 
Howard  Ballou. 

Clough.  The  Clough  family,  now  worthily 
represented  by  Stafford  Clinton  Clough,  is  an  old 
one  in  New  England. 

Daniel  Clough,  great-grandfather  of  Stafford 
Clinton,  was  the  father  of  six  children : Jonathan, 
George,  David,  Lora,  Laura  and  Nancy. 

Jonathan  Clough,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  he  married 
Phebe  Tanner,  who  bore  him  the  following  chil- 
dren : George  Howe ; Phebe  Ann,  who  died  in 
cnildhood ; Harriet  Eleanor,  who  married  Rev. 
Artemus  C.  Field,  and  lived  in  Rutland,  Vt. ; and 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  Robert  G.  Lee. 

George  Howe  Clough,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
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born  in  Windham  county,  Conn.  He  married  Ann 
Eliza  Wade,  daughter  of  Nathan  Wade,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a large 
family. 

Stafford  Clinton  Clough,  son  of  George  Howe, 
received  his  education  in  Massachusetts,  and  his 
musical  studies  were  pursued  in  the  Boston  Con- 
servatory of  Music.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known 
pianists  in  New  England,  and  is  a teacher  and 
writer  of  music.  Eor  a number  of  3-ears  he  has 
been  organist  of  leading  churches  in  Woonsocket, 
the  last  fourteen  in  St.  James  Church.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  On  Jan.  i,  1877,  in 
Woonsocket,  he  married  Ida  Eliza  jNIiller,  daughter 
of  the  late  Edwin  Ballou  iMiller.  Their  children 
are:  (i)  Arthur  Clinton,  a resident  of  BrookEn, 
N.  Y.,  a well  known  tenor  singer,  received  in  1906 
the  scholarship  in  the  vocal  department  of  the  Mas- 
ter School  of  iNIusic  in  BrookUm.  He  married, 
June  30,  1906,  Fannie  E.  Lamy.  (2)  Harold  Au- 
gustine was  married  Sept,  i,  1906,  to  Maud  E. 
Whitney,  and  resides  in  Providence.  (3)  Gladys, 
(4)  Marion  and  (5)  Adelaide  Andrews  are  at 
home.  The  entire  famil}-  is  musical. 

I 

COOK.  The  families  represented  in  this  article 
descend  from  MTlter  Cook,  the  first  of  the  name 
in  New  England,  who  was  at  MTymouth,  iMass., 
as  early  as  1642,  and  who  died  Jan.  5,  1685,  at  an 
advanced  age.  He  was  twice  married,  and  was 
the  father  of  eight  children. 

Deacon  Nicholas  Cook,  son  of  Walter,  was 
born  Feb.  9,  1660,  and  was  twice  married  ( first) 
to  Johanna  Rockett,  and  (second)  to  IMehitable 
Staples. 

Nicholas  Cook,  son  of  Deacon  Nicholas,  was 
born  June  10,  1687,  and  was  married  in  1715  to 
Elizabeth  Staples,  who  died  in  Bellingham,  Alarch 
3,  1788,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  the  mother 
of  twelve  children. 

Nathaniel  Cook,  eldest  of  the  twelve  children 
of  Nicholas,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1718.  He  made 
his  home  in  YTentham,  IMass.,  where  he  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Six  Principle  Church.  On  Jan.  27, 
1741,  he  was  married  to  Martha  Ballou,  born  Oct. 
6,  1720,  daughter  of  James  Ballou,  to  which  union 
eleven  children  were  born. 

Ariel  Cook,  son  of  Deacon  Nathaniel,  was  born 
Oct.  15,  1749,  and  lived  on  the  homestead  on 
Y’rentham  road,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  not 
far  from  the  Ballou  iMeeting  House.  Pie  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  married 
Eeb.  20,  1772,  to  Dorcas  Whipple,  who  was  known 
as  Aunt  Dorcas,  and  who  died  Dec.  24,  1839,  at 
the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  died  June  18,  1803, 
the  father  of  nine  children. 

Ariel  Cook  (2),  son  of  Ariel,  was  born  Jan. 
20.  1781,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where  he 
was  married  Sei)t.  10.  1809,  to  Eliza  G.  Sabin, 
daughter  of  John  Sabin  of  Newport.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  George,  Albert,  John,  Edmund  I.., 


Charles,  Ann  Eliza,  Horace,  Ariel  Lindsey,  Re- 
becca, Maria,  Ellen  F.,  and  Joshua  S. 

George  Cook,  son  of  Ariel  (2)  and  Eliza  G. 
(Sabin)  Cook,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cumber- 
land. Aug.  18,  1810.  He  grew  up  on  the  home- 
stead farm,  and  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
place,  working  on  the  farm  from  an  early  age,  and 
later  engaging  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Cum- 
berland Hill,  where  he  continued  successfully  for 
three  years.  In  1839  gave  up  his  business  and 
was  elected  cashier  of  the  Cumberland  Bank  at 
Cumberland  Hill,  a position  he  filled  faithfully  and 
efficiently  for  forty-seven  years.  In  1844  the  house 
now  owned  by  Walter  S.  Cook 'was  built  as  the 
bank — the  bank  being  located  at  this  place  until 
its  dissolution.  Mr.  Cook  continued  cashier  of  the 
bank  until  two  weeks  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  Aug.  14,  1886,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year, 
and  he  was  buried  at  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  Woon- 
socket. He  took  a deep  interest  in  school  matters, 
and  was  treasurer  of  Cumberland  for  a period  of 
thirty  years,  being  appointed  to  that  office  in  1855 
and  serving  until  1885,  when  he  resigned  be- 
cause of  ill  health.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican.  He  attended  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Mr.  Cook  was  married  Oct.  5,  1837,  to  Rachel 
Plutchinson,  born  in  Smithfield  (now  Lincoln), 
Jan.  17,  1817,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Cloe 
(Sayles)  Hutchinson,  who  died  at  her  home  Sept. 
16,  1892,  being  buried  at  the  Oak  Hill  cemetery 
at  Woonsocket.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook:  Abb)^  Sayles,  born  Sept.  17, 
1838.  resides  at  the  homestead;  Frederick  and 
I'erdinand  (twins),  born  June  29,  1840,  the  former 
of  whom  is  mentioned  later,  and  the  latter  died  in 
Woonsocket  June  16,  1895 ; Walter  Sabin,  born 
Feb.  17,  1842,  is  mentioned  below;  Emma  Fran- 
ces, born  March  3,  1845,  married  Nathan  H.  Bas- 
sett, who  died  July  9,  1871,  and  she  passed  away 
July  10,  1882;  and  Joshua  Sabin,  born  Jan.  15, 
T854.  died  July  ii,  1876. 

George  Cook,  after  a life  time  spent  in  the 
town  of  his  birth,  left  a most  honored  heritage — • 
a good  name  and  a long  career  filled  with  re- 
sponsibilities for  all  of  which  he  rendered  good 
account.  His  private  and  public  life  was  without 
stain  or  blemish,  and  his  business  acumen  and 
ability  was  much  in  advance  of  the  average  of 
his  period.  He  safely  guided  the  financial  policy 
and  affairs  of  a banking  institution  of  b}-  no  means 
little  importance,  and  his  council  was  sincerely 
sought  and  seriously  heeded  by  his  legion  of 
friends  and  associates.  Honors  of  high  degree 
might  well  have  been  his  had  he  been  less  content 
with  his  home  attachments  and  cared  less  for  the 
affairs  of  those  near  and  dear  to  him.  So  long 
as  he  shall  exist  in  the  memor}-  of  man  he  will  be 
honored  and  esteemed.  His  wife,  who  survived 
him  some  years,  was  a woman  of  superior  qualities, 
faithful  to  her  home  and  family. 
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Walter  Sabin  Cook,  born  Feb.  17,  1842,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Cum- 
berland Hill,  the  Woonsocket  high  school,  and  the 
Friends’  School  of  Providence.  From  1862  until 
1885  he  was  employed  at  the  jeweler’s  trade  at 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  returned 
to  the  homestead  assisting  his  father  in  the  care  of 
his  interests,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter  as- 
sumed charge  of  them.  Mr.  Cook  has  fully  sus- 
tained the  family  name  and  reputation,  and  is 
spoken  of  as  ’‘a  true  son  of  his  father.”  He  is 
popular  among  his  friends,  esteemed  and  respected 
by  all.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has 
never  desired  political  honors.  He  and  his  sister 
reside  at  the  old  homestead,  "the  Old  Bank,” 
which  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation — its 
high  white  pillars  and  southern  Colonial  style  of 
architecture  making  it  one  of  the  most  imposing  of 
the  many  old  Rhode  Island  homes. 

Frederick  Cook,  eldest  son  of  George  Cook, 
was  born  June  29,  1840,  in  Cumberland  Hill,  R. 
L,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  in  the  ex- 
cellent public  schools  which  the  town  afforded. 
His  boyhood  was  not  unlike  that  of  other  youth  of 
the  period  until  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
in  April,  1857,  he  engaged  with  Edward  Harris, 
the  pioneer  woolen  manufacturer,  in  the  latter’s 
mill  office  at  Woonsocket.  By  steady  progress  he 
rose,  step  by  step,  to  the  highest  place  in  the  de- 
partment of  accounts,  that  of  head  bookkeeper. 
Here  he  remained  until  in  1876,  when  he  was  ten- 
dered a similar  position  with  the  Berkeley  Com- 
pany in  their  office  in  Providence.  This  position 
he  accepted,  and  for  some  years  continued  in  their 
employ,  rendering  invaluable  service  and  meriting 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  For  many  years 
there  had  existed  a warm  friendship  between  Mr. 
Cook  and  Mr.  Perkins,  treasurer  of  the  Woon- 
socket Rubber  Company,  and,  when  the  latter’s 
failing  health  necessitated  the  choosing  of  his  suc- 
cessor, Air.  Cook’s  services  were  sought,  and  he 
became  connected  with  this  concern  in  January, 
1885.  In  Alay  of  the  same  year  the  death  of  Air. 
Perkins  occurred,  and  Air.  CoOk  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Company.  From  that  date  until 
June,  1902,  Air.  Cook  filled  the  duties  of  his  office 
with  marked  ability,  and  so  conducted  the  finances 
of  this  great  industrial  enterprise  (the  industry 
was  capitalized  for,  and  did  a business  amounting 
annually  to,  millions)  as  to  gain  unstinted  praise 
from  men  of  high  financial  rank.  During  his  long 
official  connection  with  this  company.  Air.  Cook 
had  absolute  charge  of  its  finances,  and  largely 
directed  its  financial  policy.  He  introduced  many 
innovations  in  method  and  jiractice  in  his  depart- 
ment, which  were  of  great  value,  and  which  are  no 
doubt  still  in  vogue. 

After  forty-five  years  of  almost  continuous  ser- 
vice, during  which  period  he  had  been  a large  fac- 
tor in  the  success  of  the  enterprises  with  which 
he  was  identified.  Air.  Cook,  as  before  stated,  en- 


tered upon  a well  earned  retirement  from  active 
business  participation,  in  June,  1902,  and  upon  this 
occasion  the  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  directors  of  the  Woonsocket 
Rubber  Company  whose  interests  had  for  so  long  a 
period  been  his  own. 

Whereas:  Mr.  Frederick  Cook  having  resigned  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Company,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Woon- 
socket Rubber  Company  desire  to  express  their  regret 
at  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Frederick  Cook,  Treasurer  of 
this  Company.  Mr.  Cook’s  services  have  extended  over 
a period  of  seventeen  years.  Mr.  Cook,  throughout  his 
long  service,  has  been  faithful  to  the  trusts  and  responsi- 
bilities reposed  in  him,  and  his  zeal  in  attendance  to  his 
duties  has  been  characterized  by  a sense  of  utmost  fidelity 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  Company,  as  has  been  shown 
by  his  promptness  to  perform  any  duty  at  the  request  of 
his  superior  officers. 

His  judgment  and  advice  on  questions  of  importance 
in  the  conduct  of  the  financial  demands  of  the  Company, 
have  been  extremely  valuable  and  thoroughly  appreciated. 

We  shall  never  forget  his  constant  friendliness  of 
manner  and  unfailing  cheerfulness,  on  all  occasions. 

We  sincerely  wish  Mr.  Cook  in  his  retirement  as  an 
official  of  this  Company,  a long  life  of  usefulness  to  his 
friends,  and  pleasure  to  himself : 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  this  Company  and  that  a copy  be  presented  to 
Air.  Cook. 

(Signed)  Sam’l  P.  Colt,  President, 

Clarence  H.  Guild,  Secretary. 

Under  Air.  Cook  there  were  numerous  assist- 
ants and  clerks  who,  upon  his  retirement,  presented 
him  a handsomely  bound  testimonial  of  their  re- 
gard, containing  photographs  of  themselves  accom- 
panied by  quotations  of  his  oft-repeated  words  of 
cheer,  commendation,  or  fatherly  advice.  In 
the  text  there  appears  the  following: 

We  cannot  let  the  present  occasion  pass  without 
testifying  to  the  great  regret  we  all  feel  at  the  severance  of 
bonds  that  have  existed  for  so  many  years,  caused  by 
your  withdrawal  from  the  Treasurership  of  the  Woon- 
socket Rubber  Company,  and  we  desire  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  express  our  appreciation  of  an  em- 
ployer who  has  been  both  considerate  and  just,  courteous 
in  manner,  and  straightforward  in  action;  always  willing 
to  do  as  he  would  be  done  by — in  a word  the  upright 
business  man  unswerving  in  the  right. 

I'here  is  one  consolation  remaining,  however,  which  is 
that,  although  we  have  severed  the  relation  heretofore  exist- 
ing as  employer  and  employes,  we  may  still  hope  to  re- 
tain your  good  wishes  and  friendship  as  a man  and  friend. 

Wishing  you  many  years  of  usefulness  and  enjoy- 
ment with  success  according  to  your  own  desires  in  what- 
ever enterprise  you  may  in  future  enter,  we  remain,  etc. 

In  the  foregoing  expres-sions  of  men  associated 
with  him  for  so  many  years,  Mr.  Cook  feels  a most 
justifiable  pride,  not  so  much  for  their  expression 
of  appreciation  of  himself  as  a valued  part  of  a 
great  commercial  enterprise  and  his  faithful  de- 
votion thereto — for  he  but  did  his  duty  as  his  con- 
science dictated — but  for  the  place  which  he  gained 
in  the  hearts  of  his  fellowmen,  his  daily  associates. 
In  this  he  takes  a sincere  delight,  a more  than 
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pride,  and  it  may  truthfully  be  said  that  these  re- 
corded expressions  are  but  the  echo  of  the  good 
opinion  that  is  borne  of  him  by  all  whose  pleasure 
it  has  been  to  come  in  contact  with  him.  His  ex- 
ample may  well  be  emulated  by  the  youth  of  to- 
day, who  will  find  much  in  the  life  of  INlr.  Cook 
worthy  of  deep  consideration,  since  it  displays  the 
results  of  rigid  honesty,  industry  and  a strict  ad- 
herence to  the  Golden  Rule.  His  accumulations 
have  been  far  greater  than  riches,  and,  as  an  old 
friend  has  remarked,  "He  is  a worthy  son  of  a 
worthy  sire.” 

Mr.  Cook  married  Sept.  17,  1872,  Georgianna, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  C.  R.  and  Eliza  (Reynolds) 
Pierce,  of  Wyoming,  R.  I.  Their  children  are : 
(i)  George  Frederick,  born  Oct.  15,  1880,  was 
educated  in  Providence,  attending  the  public 
schools,  and  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  Eng- 
lish & Classical  School  of  Mowry  & Goff.  He  is 
interested  in,  and  now  secretary  of  the  Marclen 
& Kettlety  Company,  of  Providence.  (2)  Na- 
thaniel Pierce,  born  July  26,  1884,  was  educated 
in  the  Providence  schools.  (3)  Bertha  Wells,  born 
June  16,  1886,  died  Aug.  16,  1886.  Mr.  Cook  is 
a Republican  in  his  political  preference,  but  has  had 
no  inclination  toward  a public  or  political  career. 
Like  his  father  before  him  he  is  much  attached  to 
his  home  and  family,  in  whose  society  he  finds  his 
greatest  enjoyment. 

HENRY  A.  iMULLIKEN.  In  the  passing 
from  this  life  to  his  reward  of  the  late  Henry  A. 
Mulliken  Pawtucket  lost  one  of  its  oldtime  and  ven- 
erable citizens,  one  highly  esteemed  and  respected, 
whose  life  was  honorable  and  useful,  one  whose 
name  is  linked  with  the  construction  of  many  of  the 
buildings  in  and  about  Pawtucket,  both  private  and 
public,  including  mills  of  his  day,  some  of  which 
still  stand  as  monuments  to  his  skill  and  workman- 
ship, as  his  occupation  was  that  of  a carpenter  and 
builder. 

Mr.  IMulliken  was  born  April  7,  1817,  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Mulliken, 
and  when  between  six  and  seven  years  of  age  was 
left  an  orphan.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  was  put  out 
to  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Little  Compton,  whom 
he  left  when  sixteen  to  learn  a trade ; failing,  how- 
ever, in  this  endeavor  to  secure  a place,  he  then 
went  to  work  for  Squire  Jedediah  Shaw.  His  for- 
mer employer  learning  of  this  advertised  him  as  a 
runaway  apprentice,  forbidding  all  persons  to  har- 
bor or  employ  him.  The  youth  was  then  advised 
by  Squire  Shaw  to  secure  a guardian,  and  after  be- 
ing subjected  to  both  embarrassment  and  trouble 
finally  found  a friend  in  Mr.  Richard  K.  Randolph 
who  became  his  guardian.  A little  later  young 
Mulliken  became  an  apprentice  of  Mr.  Nathan 
Hammett,  under  whom  he  worked  for  five  years — 
until  January,  1838,  IMr.  Hammett  being  a con- 
tractor and  builder. 

For  a time  following  the  completion  of  his 


trade  young  Mulliken  was  in  the  employ  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  of  Albert  Cottrell,  an  astrono- 
mer and  builder.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1838, 
and  the  next  summer  he  returned  to  Newport, 
where  he  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  “Aquid- 
neck  House.”  He  again  went  South  where  he  was 
employed  in  building  railroad  bridges  from  Sa- 
vannah to  Macon,  Ga.,  on  the  Central  Railroad,  in 
the  fall  of  1839,  1840  and  1841  ; and  in  the  fall  fol- 
lowing, 1842,  he  assisted  in  building  a large  struc- 
ture on  the  corner  of  Church  street  and  Redwood 
avenue,  in  Newport,  to  be  occupied  as  a boarding 
house.  This  building  was  erected  for  a man  by  the 
name  of  Potter,  and  now,  though  modified,  is  oc- 
cupied as  a club  house.  At  this  time  Mr.  Mulliken 
was  in  the  employ  of  a man  by  the  name  of  Blivin, 
with  whom  he  did  not  agree  in  politics,  it  was  in 
Dorrite  times.  Blivin  styled  himself  a Law  and 
Order  man,  while  Mulliken  was  to  some  extent  a 
“suffrage”  man ; and  not  being  able  to  agree  their 
business  relations  were  severed. 

Following  this  Mr.  Mulliken  went  to  Provi- 
dence where  he  secured  a contract  for  erecting  a 
building  on  what  was  then  Pawtuxet  street,  now 
Broad  street.  After  the  completion  of  this  house 
he  went  to  work  for  Messrs.  Brownell  & Ham,  in 
whose  employ  he  continued  until  December,  1842. 
His  next  move  was  to  Pawtucket,  going  thither 
with  a young  man  by  the  name  of  Medbury,  anCi 
the  two  divided  what  was  styled  the  old  “Silk 
House”  into  tenements.  Mr.  Mulliken  next  built  a 
house  for  the  late  Mr.  Leonard  Dean,  on  Cottage 
street,  just  north  of  the  Marcus  L.  Dean  place, 
a house  which  is  still  standing.  He  was  next  as- 
sociated with  Albert  Cottrell  in  the  building  of  the 
last  wooden  bridge  over  the  Pawtucket  Falls, 
working  for  a period  on  the  latter  before  complet- 
ing the  Dean  house.  For  some  eight  months  be- 
ginning with  the  spring  of  1844,  he  was  employed 
in  the  old  planing,  mill,  having  full  charge  of  the 
mill,  and  from  that  time  on  until  the  autumn  of 
1846  he  was  employed  on  various  buildings  among 
which  was  the  old  Masonic  Temple  on  North 
Main  street  and  the  Stafford  & Pearce  Mill. 

In  the  fall  of  1846  he  built  the  first  house  on 
Spring  street  for  the  late  Lewis  Pearce ; one  on 
North  Bend  street  for  the  late  David  Baxter ; and 
one  on  Grove  street,  for  the  late  John  Bruce.  In 
the  spring  of  1847  he  became  associated  in  a busi- 
ness partnership  with  the  late  Andrew  R.  Slade, 
their  place  of  business  being  on  East  avenue.  The 
firm  did  considerable  work,  but  in  1848  a new 
co-partnership  was  formed,  comprised  of,  besides 
himself  and  Mr.  Slade,  Waterman  W.  Dexter  and 
Syra  and  John  Humes,  journeymen  builders,  and 
their  location  was  on  Lumber  street,  a business  re- 
lation, however,  of  short  duration,  as  the  burning 
of  their  place  of  business  in  the  winter  of  1848 
caused  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation. 

Owing  to  the  dull  times  at  Pawtucket  at  the 
time  just  cited,  Mr.  Mulliken  concluded  to  try  his 
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fortune  elsewhere,  and,  on  going  to  Warren,  this 
State,  he  found  employment  with  a Mr.  Reed,  a 
ship  carpenter,  and  continued  work  in  and  about 
Warren  for  several  years,  during  which  period  he 
assisted  in  building  the  boat  “John  J.  Sutter” 
(which  was  the  first  ship  to  leave  Rhode  Island  for 
California  during  the  gold  fever)  a schooner  and  a 
residence  for  a Mr.  Chace,  then  for  a brief  period  he 
was  employed  at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  winning  at  the  ship- 
yard the  utmost  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  em- 
ployers for  his  skill  and  workmanship.  For  the 
next  two  years  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  building  there  a church,  three  houses 
• and  a machine  shop.  Returning  to  Warren,  R.  I., 
he  there  at  once  built  two  houses  just  over  the  line 
in  the  town  of  Barrington.  Following  this  he  went 
to  Attleboro,  Mass.,  where  he  built  a large  jewelry 
shop  for  the  firm  of  Ira  Richards  & Co.,  then  went 
to  work  for  the  jewelry  company  for  whom  he  con- 
structed four  houses.  Soon  after  July  4,  1852,  he 
returned  to  Pawtucket  and  entered  the  employ  of 
his  former  partner,  Mr.  Andrew  R.  Slade.  Here 
he  supervised  the  construction  of  the  Payne  & Tay- 
lor building,  remaining  in  the  employ  for  some  eight 
years  of  Mr.  Slade  and  Slade  & Walker,  respec- 
tively. 

From  the  time  just  alluded  to  on  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a brief  period  during  the  Civil  war  when 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  Mr.  Mulliken  until  the 
close  of  his  long  business  career  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  work  in  his  line  in  and  about  Pawtucket, 
where  are  today  many  structures  which  pay  a high 
tribute  to  his  skill  and  workmanship.  It  was  in  the 
fall  of  1862  that  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
service,  but  owing  to  sickness  was  returned  home 
in  iNIarch  following,  and  for  the  next  two  years  was 
unable  to  do  much  of  anything.  As  an  employe 
of  Messrs.  French  & Baker  in  1864  he  supervised 
the  construction  of  the  Dunnell  block,  on  Canal 
street,  Pawtucket,  and  in  the  foljowing  year  he  su- 
perintended the  building  of  the  hot  house  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Dunnell.  Entering  the  employ  about  this 
» time  of  Humes  Brothers  he  superintended  the  build- 
ing of  the  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth  Company’s  i\Iill 
at  Central  Falls,  and  also  other  buildings.  He  next 
supervised  the  building  of  the  Greene  & Daniels  Mill 
across  the  river,  and  then  went  to  the  Gage  Mill 
in  Pawtucket,  doing  the  wood  work  of  it.  He 
built  in  1869  Ihe  great  coal  sheds  along  the  river  for 
Olney  & Payne,  and  tne  steeple  on  the  Universalist 
Church.  He  next  rebuilt  the  old  Slater  Mill.  In 
1873  he  built  the  mill  for  D.  L.  & L.  B.  Goff  on 
the  river  front.  The  last  public  job  which  he  su- 
pervised was  the  Works  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas 
Company.  From  that  time  on  Mr.  Mulliken  built 
many  houses,  which  today  as  stated  pay  his  work- 
manship a high  tribute.  He  also  constructed  the 
Music  Hall  Building.  One  of  the  notable  achieve- 
ments for  a man  of  his  years — one  only  a little 
short  of  four-score  years — was  the  remodeling 
.and  re-building  of  Infantry  Hall,  on  Exchange 


street,  Pawtucket,  for  Tower  Post,  No.  17,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  which  he  was  a member.  In  this  he  fol- 
lowed his  own  plans  in  detail,  was  present  every 
day  and  produced  a building  of  which  the  Post  is 
justly  proud.  This  was  in  1895,  and  thereafter  un- 
til the  close  of  life  i\Ir.  Alulliken  passed  his  days  in 
retirement. 

jNIr.  Mulliken  was  a veteran  Odd  Fellow  and 
Knight  of  Pythias.  He  was  a Past  Grand  of  Good 
Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  8,  I.  O.  O.F.,  of  which  he 
had  been  a member  for  over  fifty  years,  and  was 
also  a Past  Chief  Patriarch  of  Manchester  Encamp- 
ment, No.  4,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Pawtucket.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  charter  members  of  Eureka 
Lodge,  No.  5,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  took  the 
three  ranks  at  the  institution  of  the  lodge  in  In- 
fantry Hall  (now  Grand  Army  Hall)  Jan.  30,  1871. 
He  was  made  a Past  Chancellor  at  the  institution 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  Feb.  17,  1871, 
and  was  a frequent  attendant  at  its  subsequent  con- 
ventions. In  company  with  other  veterans  he  was 
present  at  the  convention  of  Eureka  Lodge  on  the 
occasion  of  the  official  visitation  of  Grand  Chancel- 
lor Phillips,  Nov.  I,  1898. 

Mr.  Mulliken  died  at  his  home  at  the  corner  of 
Pawtucket  avenue  and  Sisson  street,  Pawtucket,  R. 
I.,  Dec.  19,  1898,  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his 
age.  His  funeral,  which  was  largely  attended,  took 
place  on  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  2rst,  following,  his 
death.  He  was  buried  in  Mineral  Springs  ceme- 
tery. In  his  religious  faith  he  was  an  Universalist, 
and  in  political  principle  a Republican. 

Mr.  Mulliken  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Caroline  Rounds,  died  leaving  two  children,  Charles, 
now  deceased ; and  Sarah,  who  married  Samuel 
Wightman.  On  March  8,  1854,  Mr.  Mulliken  mar- 
ried (second)  Esther  Mayah,  widow  of  Janies 
Mayah,  and  daughter  of  Jeffery  and  Hannah  Tay- 
lor. 

Mrs.  Esther  Mulliken  was  born  May  ii,  1822, 
in  the  village  of  Little  Bolton,  Lancashire,  England, 
and  in  her  native  town  married  James  Mayah,  who 
was  a native  of  the  same  place  and  a blue  dyer  by 
trade.  In  1842,  accompanied  by  his  young  wife,  he 
sailed  for  America  on  the  small  three-masted  vessel 
“Liberty,”  and  after  a six-weeks’  voyage  they  landed 
in  New  York,  in  February,  1842.  They  remained 
in  that  city  until  April,  when  they  came  to  Rhode 
Island,  where  he  found  employment  at  his  trade,  be- 
coming boss  dyer  for  Amasa  Sprague  at  Cranston. 
Later  he  came  to  Pawtucket,  where  he  continued  at 
the  business  for  some  time.  His  health  failing,  he 
went  to  New  York  and  stayed  there  for  a year  and 
a half,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
unable  to  do  any  work.  His  wife  kept  a store  on 
the  present  site  of  the  police  station  on  Main  street, 
and  they  there  made  their  home.  Mr.  Mayah  died 
June  29,  1853,  and  was  buried  in  Mineral  Springs 
cemetery.  He  was  a member  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. The  young  widow  continued  the  store  for  a 
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short  time,  and  in  1854,  as  above  stated,  she  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  A.  Mulliken. 

Jeffery  Taylor,  father  of  Mrs.  Mnlliken,  came  to 
America  in  1842.  He  located  in  Providence,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
buried  in  Mineral  Springs  cemetery.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Ennis,  died  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Mnlliken  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband  in 
jMineral  Springs  cemetery.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children : Esther,  now  Mrs.  Mnlliken ; 
Grace,  who  married  John  Payne;  and  Joyce,  who 
married  William  Pittman,  and  left  four  children, 
James  M.,  Grace  Lillian,  John  Henry,  and  Esther 
\\  . R.,  who  married  Charles  B.  Broome,  and  resides 
with  ^Irs.  ]vlnlliken. 

HON.  GORHAM  P.  PO.AIROY.  For  ap- 
proximately forty-five  years  there  lived  at  Provi- 
dence the  late  Blon.  Gorham  P.  Pomroy,  long  one 
of  the  substantial  men  and  citizens  of  the  city, 
prominent  in  both  business  and  public  affairs,  rep- 
resenting his  State  in  one  of  the  National  Republi- 
can Conventions,  serving  in  its  legislative  body, 
and  collector  of  the  port  at  Providence,  and  here 
still  reside  representatives  of  his  family. 

Many  of  the  New  England  Pomroys  or  Pome- 
roys trace  their  descent  to  what  may  l)e  termed 
the  Pomeroys  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  the  ancestor 
of  whom  was  Eltweed  Pomery,  who,  it  is  supposed, 
came  from  Devonshire,  England,  in  1630,  in  the 
ship  “Mary  and  John,”  which  landed  at  Boston, 
but  Mr.  Pomeroy,  or  Pomery,  did  not  long  re- 
main there,  as  the  company  with  which  he  came  to 
this  country  united  in  the  settlement  of  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  which  was  so  named  after  Dorchester  in 
England,  the  home  of  a large  number  of  the  pas- 
sengers of  the  ship  just  named.  His  stay  at  Dor- 
chester, where  in  the  records  he  was  called  Eltwid 
Pumry,  was  from  1633  to  1635.  He  ])robably  re- 
moved to  Windsor,  Conn.,  about  1635  or  1636. 
He  held  the  position  of  selectman  at  Dorchester 
in  1633.  He  was  twice  married,  the  Christian  name 
of  his  first  wife  being  Mary.  She  died  in  1665, 
in  M’indsor,  and  he  married  (second)  Lvdia,  widow 
of  Thomas  Parsons.  One  of  his  sons.  Deacon 
Medad  Pomeroy,  returned  to  Northampton  about 
1659,  and  was  a man  long  prominent  and  influ- 
ential there,  holding  many  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, often  a member  of  the  Colonial  As- 
sembly. The  descendants  of  another  son  of  the 
settler,  Caleb  Pomeroy,  were  numerous,  many  set- 
tling in  Southampton,  Mass.,  and  another  son, 
Joshua  Pomeroy,  removed  to  Deerfield,  .Mass.  A 
descendant  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  which  set- 
tled in  Stonington,  Conn.,  was  the  late  l ion.  Ben- 
jamin Pomeroy,  long  a man  of  ])romincnce  in 
Southport,  Conn.,  as  was  his  father,  who  bore  the 
same  Christian  name,  in  New  I.ondon  County, 
Conn.  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy,  the  Revolutionarv  pa- 
triot, who  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of 


Bunker  Hill,  and  who  was  a graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. as  was  his  son,  was  of  this  Northampton 
stock.  Lieut.  Daniel  Pomroy,  who  fell  in  Septem- 
ber, 1755,  at  the  battle  of  Lake  George,  was  also 
of  this  race  of  Pomeroys.  A branch  of  the  family 
settled  in  Maine,  and  there  are  numerous  descend- 
ants of  the  family  living  in  that  State. 

Gorham  Parks  Pomroy,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  a son  of  Benjamin  L.  Pomroy, 
who  was  born  in  Robbinston,  Maine,  Jan.  i,  1810, 
was  a druggist  by  occupation,  and  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  that  State,  residing  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  at  Pembroke,  and  there  his  death  occurred. 
His  wife  was  Lucretia  H.  IMorgan,  born  in  Dexter, 
Maine.  Feb.  24,  1807.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  Mrs.  Pomroy  made  her  home  wdth  her 
son,  Gorham  P.,  at  Providence,  and  there  died. 
May  19,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

Gorham  Parks  Pomroy  was  one  of  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now'  deceased,  he  and  his 
brother,  the  late  Major  Edwin  C.  Pomroy,  being 
the  only  children  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Provi- 
dence. Gorham  Parks  Pomroy  w'as  born  Sept. 
22,  1834,  in  Pembroke,  Maine,  and  his  educational 
advantages  rvere  somewhat  limited,  being  confined 
to  the  public  schools.  His  parents  being  in  modest 
circumstances,  and  he  being  one  of  a large  family, 
it  was  found  necessary  for  him  to  go  to  work 
early,  and  w'hen  a boy  he  w'ent  to  Bangor,  and  was 
employed  as  a clerk  in  a dry  goods  house  for  sev- 
eral years.  Accepting  a position  as  clerk  in  the 
“Bangor  House,”  he  served  for  one  year,  and  sub- 
sequently as  clerk  in  a hotel  in  New  York  State  for 
one  year.  Returning  to  Bangor,  he  was  married, 
and  removed  to  Lincoln,  forty  miles  from  Bangor, 
up  the  Penobscot  river,  and  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business.  He  remained  there  until  1857,  when 
he  removed  to  Providence,  and  for  a time  was  the 
private  and  confidential  clerk  of  the  Hon.  Philip 
Allen,  Lmited  States  Senator  from  Rhode  Island. 
He  then  entered  the  services  of  Manchester  & Hop- 
kins, coal  dealers,  as  bookkeeper.  He  remained 
in  this  ca])acity  until  1864,  when  he  and  John  H. 
Hopkins,  another  clerk  in  the  establishment,  were 
admitted  as  partners,  and  the  firm  became  Man- 
chester, Hopkins  & Co.  On  June  30,  1871,  Mr. 
Manchester  died,  and  the  firm  became  Hopkins, 
Pomroy  & Co.,  w'hich  was  the  style  of  the  firm  for 
many  years,  until  Mr.  Pomroy  purchased  the  en- 
tire business,  the  firm  name  becoming  Pomroy 
Coal  Company,  and  so  continued  until  his  death, 
Alay  25.  1898.  Mr.  Pomroy  w^as  buried  at  Swan 
Point.  ' 

A stanch  Re])ublican,  of  a conservative  char- 
acter and,  notwithstanding,  with  no  inclination  for 
])ublic  or  jiolitical  life.  Air.  Pomroy  was  called  to 
public  service  l)y  his  fellow  citizens,  having  been 
a member  of  the  city  council  from  the  Fifth  ward 
for  two  terms  from  June,  1872,  resigning  his  seat 
during  the  last  one,  on  May  23,  1874.  He  also 
served  as  Representative  in  the  General  Assembly 
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of  the  State  for  one  term.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Republican  National  Convention,  held  at  Cincin- 
nati, which  nominated  Air.  Hayes  for  the  presi- 
dency. His  marked  conservatism,  clear  judgment, 
firmness  and  uprightness  of  character  were  often 
called  into  service  in  managing  important  trusts, 
and  he  was  selected  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  for  appointment  as  assignee  of  the  Quid- 
neck  Company,  one  of  the  involved  Sprague  es- 
tates. 

Air.  Pomroy  was  elected  a director  in  the  Roger 
AVilliams  Bank  in  1868,  and  filled  that  position  un- 
til he  was  chosen  president.  He  was  also  a di- 
rector of  the  Union  Railroad  Company,  and  of  the 
New  York  & New  England  Railroad.  Under 
President  Harrison’s  administration  he  was  collec- 
tor of  the  port  at  Providence,  being  appointed  in 
June,  1890.  He  was  for  three  years  a director 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Providence. 

Air.  Pomroy  was  a Knight  Templar  Alason, 
a member  of  St.  John’s  Commandery.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Union  Congregational 
Church,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  all  departments 
of  its  work,  and  contributed  quite  liberally  with  his 
means  to  the  various  causes.  He  was  a home- 
loving  man,  much  devoted  to  his  family,  finding 
his  home  life  his  chief  enjoyment,  and  was  a most 
dutiful  son  of  his  parents,  for  whose  care  and  com- 
fort he  provided  in  the  latter  years  of  their  lives. 
He  was  a lover  of  art,  and  especially  of  fine  paint- 
ings and  pictures.  As  a business  man  he  was  fair, 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  bis  dealings,  beginning 
life  a poor  boy,  and  accumulating  a large  prop- 
erty. He  was  an  ideal  citizen,  supporting  every 
good  movement  of  benefit  to  the  community,  and  as 
a man  he  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

On  Nov.  25,  1854,  Air.  Pomroy  was  married  in 
Bangor,  Alaine,  to  Abbie  A.  J.  Gardiner,  a native 
of  that  city,  and  a descendant  of  the  Gardiner 
family  of  Rhode  Island,  a member  of  which  became 
an  early  settler  at  what  is  now  Gardiner,  Alaine, 
the  place  being  named  for  the  family.  Airs.  Pom- 
rcy  survived  her  husband  thirteen  months,  ])assing 
away  on  June  25,  1899,  aged  sixty-three  years. 
She  was  a woman  of  fine  Christian  character,  a 
member  of  the  Union  Congregational  Church.  She 
was  ever  a faithful  helpmate  and  her  thrift  and 
counsel  were  of  much  assistance  to  her  husband 
in  achieving  his  success. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Pom- 
roy, as  follows:  (i)  Herbert  J.,  born  in  Lincoln, 
Ale.,  April  7,  1856,  graduated  from  the  Providence 
high  school,  and  Alowry  & Goff's  English  and 
Classical  School,  and  entered  the  Harvard  Aledi- 
cal  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
honors.  He  began  practice  at  Westerly,  succeed- 
ing Dr.  Wilder,  and  remained  there  four  years, 
leaving  after  the  death  of  his  child  and  coming  to 
Providence.  He  was  later  appointed  a member  of 
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the  State  Board  of  Charities,  and  acted  as  phy- 
sician at  the  asylum  under  appointment  by  Gov- 
ernor Ladd.  He  resigned  this  position  and  took 
a special  course  in  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat, 
under  Dr.  Seiler  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  this  practice,  when  he  died  very  suddenly, 
Nov.  27,^  1893.  He  was  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  A.  acht  Club,  and  acted  in  tbe  capacity  of 
surgeon  to  the  club.  He  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  and  was  also  connected 
with  the  Providence  Press  Club.  Dr.  Pomroy 
married  Alary  T.  Aloore,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Addie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  at 
Westerly.  (2)  Idella  A.,  born  June  25,  1858,  is 
now  Airs.  John  B.  Kennay,  of  Providence.  (3) 
Alarion  J.,  born  June  9,  i860,  married  Samuel 
W.  Taber,  and  resided  in  Providence  until 
her  death  Aug.  13,  1895  ; she  was  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Grace,  who  died  aged  four  years;  and 
Samuel  Pomroy.  (4)  Bertha  I’.,  born  Jan.  22,  1868, 
died  July  6th  of  that  year.  (5)  Gorham  P.,  born 
25,  1870,  resides  in  Providence,  tbe  father  of 
two  sons,  Gorham  Addison  and  Elton  Hendricks, 
who  died  in  childhood.  (6)  Abbie  Alay,  born  Alay 
I,  1873,  married  Henry  Clinton  Cram,  assistant  city 
solicitor,  and  a well  known  member  of  the  Provi- 
dence Bar.  (7)  Daniel  Edwin,  born  Alarcb  10, 
1876,  died  June  26,  1876.  (8)  William  J.,  born 

June  15,  1877,  is  a resident  of  Wauregan,  Conn., 
and  has  one  daughter,  Gladys,  Judson,  born  April 
24,  1899. 

SAYER  HASBROUCK,  AI.  D.,  located  in 
Providence  for  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  year 
1884.  Confining  himself  to  special  work  from  the 
first,  he  not  only  received  a professional  but  a so- 
cial recognition  that  he  appreciated  and  has  always 
done  his  best  to  be  worthy  of.  Having  the  disposi- 
tion to  keep  abreast  with  the  times,  or  the  current 
literature  of  the  day,  he  has  tried  tO'  do  his  share  in 
adding  what  he  could  to  the  literature  of  his  spe- 
cial wmrk,  and,  further,  with  his  natural  mechani- 
cal ability  he  has  suggested  many  new  appliances 
and  improved  others,  all  of  which  has  been  favor- 
ably commented  upon  both  here  and  abroad.  ' 

The  ancestry  of  Dr.  Hasbrouck  is  traced  back  to 
those  sturdy  Huguenots  who  fled  from  France  on 
the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  by  Louis 
XIV.  and  tbe  outrageous  persecutions  that  fol- 
lowed. It  is  said  that  fully  one  million  of  the  best 
educated  and  skilled  artisans  of  France  became 
refugees  from  the  land  of  their  birth.  France  then 
was  fast  becoming  the  industrial  center  of  the 
whole  world.  What  was  the  result?  France  is 
now'  the  butterfly  of  the  world.  Those  pastoral 
countries — England,  Germany  and  America — wel- 
comed these  refugees,  and  the  fruits  of  industry  be- 
gan to  take  root  in  these  lands,  and  their  influence 
lias  without  question  been  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  world’s  present  prosperity.  Go  where  you  will 
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there  is  a trace  of  Huguenot  blood  to  be  found.  Our 
own  President  is  a good  example,  as  was  also 
Queen  X’ictoria. 

The  early  history  of  the  Hasbrouck  family  can 
not  be  traced  further  back  than  the  father  of  Jean 
and  Abraham,  who  was  born  in  Calais,  France,  as 
Louis  Xl\h  caused  all  family  and  church  records 
to  be  destroyed.  However,  there  is  one  interesting 
heir-loom,  a steel  rapier,  still  in  the  possession  of 
a member  of  the  family  in  this  country,  that  dates 
back  to  1414. 

Jean  and  Abraham's  father  left  Calais  with  the 
others,  and  settled  with  his  family  at  IMannheim, 
Germany,  or  the  lower  Palatinate.  Here  no  doubt 
his  sons  received  their  early  education,  and  here 
Jean  married  Anne  Duyon  ' (Deyo),  as  it  is  said 
that  he  with  his  wife  and  family  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica in  1673,  and  located  in  Esopus  (Kingston),  N. 
Y.,  and  it  would  seem  that  Abraham  at  this  time 
must  have  gone  to  England,  as  he  was  for  some 
time  in  the  English  army  under  Gen.  Edmund 
Andros,  who  later  became  the  Colonial  Governor 
of  New  York  State. 

Abraham  Hasbrouck  sailed  in  April,  1675,  '''^h 
other  Huguenots  for  America,  reaching  Boston  in 
July,  and  as  soon  as  possible  he  joined  his  brother 
Jean  at  Esopus.  On  Xov.  17,  1675,  he  married,  at 
Hurley,  X.  Y.,  IMarie  Duyon  (Deyo),  daughter  of 
Christian  Duyon,  whom  he  had  known  in  Ger- 
many, and  it  is  said  that  they  came  to  America 
on  the  same  ship.  For  two  years  the  Huguenots  evi- 
dently had  a feeling  of  unrest,  as,  in  1677,  they  ap- 
pointed a committee  of  twelve  men  with  Abra- 
ham Hasbrouck  at  the  head,  to  get  a tract  of  land 
from  the  Colonial  government  on  which  to  settle 
and  establish  homes  for  themselves.  In  this  they 
were  successful,  and  it  is  said  that  Abraham  Has- 
brouck’s  acquaintanceship  with  Gov.  Andros  was 
■of  material  aid — in  fact,  one-third  of  the  land  was 
granted  to  him.  This  was  known  as  the  Paltz  Pat- 
ent, and  the  committee  of  twelve,  as  the  Twelve 
Patentees,  and  it  would  seem  that  they  served  as  the 
' Governing  Board  of  this  new  settlement.  The  Paltz 
I’atent  included  the  present  town  of  Lloyd,  two- 
thirds  of  Xew  Paltz,  one-third  of  Esopus  and  one- 
fourth  of  Rosendale.  The  records  of  the  Twelve  Pat- 
entees, written  in  Dutch,  Erench  and  English,  \vere 
for  many  years  preserved  in  an  ancient  trunk  in 
the  vaults  of  the  Huguenot  Bank  at  Xew  Paltz. 
They  have  been  translated  by  the  Rev.  Ame  \ en- 
nema,  and  are  now  de]')Osited  in  the  county  clerk’s 
office.  Those  records  show  that  these  men  had  to 
consider  many  questions  of  importance,  and  that 
they  did  their  work  well  is  evident  from  the  many 
years  they  continued  in  office.  At  the  first  the 
i'rench  and  Dutch  languages  were  both  used,  and 
for  many  years  after  the  French  language  was 
dropped  for  the  Dutch  in  social  life,  it  continued  to 
be  used  in  the  religious  services  where  tlje  old 
■‘‘cast  iron  doctrine”  of  John  Calvin  was  expounded. 
The  use  of  the  English  language  came  in  with  that 


famous  Irish  school  master,  Gilbert  Cuthbert  Rice, 
in  about  1815. 

The  grandfather  of  Sayer  Hasbrouck,  who  died 
in  i860,  always  preferred  to  talk  with  his  friends  in 
Dutch,  still  few,  if  any,  of  his  children  could  speak 
that  language. 

The  many  ways  in  which  the  name  Hasbrouck 
has  been  spelled  makes  one  wonder  which  is  cor- 
rect. In  the  fifteenth  century,  1414,  Charles  VI, 
granted  a patent  of  nobility  to  the  family.  The  cotte 
d’  armes,  or  coat  of  arms,  is  represented  by  an  em- 
blazoned shield  surmounted  by  a crest  representing 
a male  figure  holding  in  one  hand  an  arrow,  and  in 
the  other  a torch.  The  field  of  the  shield  is  divided 
‘‘Per  Chevron,”  above  which  there  are  two  torches, 
and  in  the  center  below  one  torch.  On  the 
scroll  beneath  is  the  legend,  ‘‘Dieu  sauve  Van  As- 
broeck.”  The  name  has  further  been  spelled  As- 
brouck,  Asbrouq,  Hasbrouque,  Hasbroucq.  When 
Abraham  signed  the  patent  granted  by  Gov.  An- 
dros, he  signed  his  name  Hasbroucq,  his  brother 
left  off  the  Has  and  signed  his  name  Jean  Brock. 
Gov.  Andros  spelled  Abraham’s  name  Heesbroucq, 
and  Jean’s  last  name  Brock,  but  in  1682  both  Jean 
and  Abraham  spelled  the  name  Hasbrouck. 

Local  and  Colonial  history  show  that  the  Has- 
broucks  have  always  been  very  prominent  in  public 
affairs.  Abraham  was  for  many  years  a member  of 
the  Provincial  Assembly,  Colonel  of  the  Ulster 
County  Regiment  of  IMilitia.  The  diary  which  he 
kept  most  carefully  is  almost  a history  of  the  times, 
especially  local,  and  makes  most  interesting  read- 
ing. To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, of  which  we  have  baptismal  records.  Abra- 
ham died  IMarch  17,  1717,  and  his  son  Solomon,  in 
whom  we  are  directly  interested,  was  baptized  Oct. 
17,  1689,  at  New  Paltz. 

Solomon  Hasbrouck,  in  1721,  married  Sarah 
\’an  Wafenen,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren. Of  these  our  interest  is  centered  in  Elias, 
baptized  June  21,  1741. 

Capt.  Elias  Hasbrouck  married,  Nov.  21,  1762, 
Elizabeth  Slecght,  born  Sept.  9,  1737.  He  was  a 
stanch  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  author- 
ized June  28,  1775,  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  P. 
V.  B.  Livingston,  President,  then  sitting  in  New 
York,  to  raise  a company  of  troops  to  be  employed 
as  a part  of  the  American  Continental  Army,  of 
which  he  was  made  Captain.  At  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service  they  re-enlisted  and  were 
known  as  the  “Rangers,”  and  they  were  kept  on 
duty  during  the  years  of  1775,  1776  and  1777,  and 
were  a part  of  Col.  Clinton’s  regiment  at  Eort 
George  and  in  the  Canadian  campaign  under  Gen. 
Montgomery  Capt.  Hasbrouck  became  a great 
friend  of  the  latter,  and  named  his  son  (grandfather 
of  Dr.  Sayer)  Richard  Montgomery  Hasbrouck 
and  thereupon  Mrs.  Montgomery  placed  a gold 
ring  on  his  finger  and  this  ring.  Dr.  Sayer  Has- 
brouck’s  nephew,  named  the  same,  has  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  She  also  gave  him  one  hundred  acres  of 
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land  in  Ulster  county,  New  York.  Capt.  Has- 
brouck  died  at  Woodstock,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7,  1791. 

Richard  Montgomery  Hasbrouck,  who  became 
proverbial  for  his  integrity  and  uprightness  of  char- 
acter, was  born  in  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20,  1776. 
He  married.  Sept.  17,  1798,  Mary  Johnson,  sister 
of  the  late  Commodore  Vanderbilt’s  wife.  Mr. 
Hasbrouck  died  May  10,  i860.  He  was  a farmer 
but  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  taking  charge  of  va- 
rious large  estates  that  existed  previous  to  the  anti- 
rent war,  which  was  almost  a local  rebellion. 


Vanderbilt’s  reply  to  ]\Ir.  Hasbrouck’s  question  as 
to  what  his  salary  would  be  was  this,  “Salary  no 
object,  the  man  is  what  we  want.  “C.  Vanderbilt.” 

Mr.  Hasbrouck  changed  the  name  of  the  Whig 
Press  in  the  early  sixties  to  the  Orange  County 
Prt’.y.y,  which  he  sold  in  1868,  and  retired  from  active 
work,  though  in  1881  he  for  a short  time  edited  the 
Liberal  Sentinel,  a Reform  paper.  He  was  always 
ktmw  n as  a painstaking,  careful  man — one  who  was 
respected  by  all.  His  best  work  no  doubt  was*done 


John  Whitbeck  Hasbrouck,  son  of  Richard  M. 
and  father  of  Dr.  Hasbrouck,  was  born  Nov.  20, 
1821,  in  Woodstock,  N.  Y.,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1906, 
at  his  summer  home  in  Claryville,  N.  Y.  On  July 
27,  1856,  he  married  Lydia  Sayer,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Sayer,  of  Warwick,  N.  Y.,  who  was  also  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  To  them  were  born  three 
children,  one  a daughter  who  died  in  early  child- 
hood from  an  accident ; and  two  sons  still  living. 

Mr.  Hasbrouck  came  to  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  in 
1834,  and  completed  his  education  at  the  Kingston 
Academy,  then  a famous  school.  He  commenced 
his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  a crockery  store, 
and  shortly  afterward  he  entered  the  Ulster  County 
Bank  as  its  bookkeeper.  In  1844  he  took  a position 
as  bookkeeper  in  a mercantile  house  in  New  York. 
Returning  to  Kingston  in  1845  entered  upon 
what  proved  to  be  his  life’s  work,  journalism,  witn 
the  Kingston  Journal.  From  1840  to  1845  h® 
wrote  and  discussed  the  many  political  questions 
that  came  up  in  those  exciting  times  in  a way  that 
showed  he  was  master  of  the  subject.  He  formed 
the  Kingston  Lyceum  and  Literary  Association, 
and  at  his  invitation,  Horace  Greeley  delivered  his 
first  public  lecture  before  it,  his  subject  being  “Hu- 
man Life,”  and  the  next  morning  he  drove  him  to 
Albany  in  a sleigh,  and  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  that  famous  man  that  lasted  until  his  death. 
In  the  spring  of  1846  he  purchased  the  Sullivan 
Whig,  published  at  Bloomingburg,  and  was  a rec- 
ognized leader  in  the  Whig  party,  and  was  at  the 
convention  when  it  was  changed  and  called  the  Re- 
publican party.  Horace  Greeley  always  said  he  was 
the  first  one  to  suggest  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  as  a Presi- 
dential candidate.  In  1851  shortly  after  the  Erie 
railroad  was  extended  as  far  as  jMiddletown,  N.  Y., 
he  moved  there,  and  established  the  Whig  Press 
and  published  the  Hardware  man’s  Newspaper 
now  known  as  the  Iron  Age  and  the  Sibyl,  edited 
by  Mrs.  Hasbrouck,  a Reform  journal  of  its  day. 
At  one  time  he  went  to  Corning,  N.  Y.,  to  consider 
taking  charge  of  a newspaper  there,  and,  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  those  two  one  might  say  originators 
of  “Funny  Literature,”  Artemus  Ward  and  Brick 
Pomeroy  (the  X Roads  man),  were  working  at  the 
case  setting  type  side  by  side.  In  1848  he  accepted 
an  offer  from  Commodore  Vanderbilt  to  take 
charge  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company’s 
Transportation  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  but 
sickness  prevented  his  doing  so.  Commodore 


at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  as  then  he  was  at  his 
best,  being  well  known  in  the  newspaper  as  well  as 
the  political  world,  and  having  a recognized  in- 
fluence with  those  in  power.  It  is  said  that  he  never 
took  advantage  of  this.  At  the  time  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  he  was  a most 
important  factor,  but  his  son  Dr.  Hasbrouck  be- 
lieves that  he  was  not  at  the  convention,  though 
it  has  been  said  that  he  was.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  acknowledged  as  the  oldest  active 
journalist  in  the  country — that  is,  he  had  spent  more 
years  in  active  service. 

It  is  from  stock  like  this  that  Dr.  Sayer  Has- 
brouck claims  his  lineage.  He  was  born  at  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  June  3,  i860,  and  was  married  Sept. 
25,  1889,  to  Miss  Mary  Owen  Fiske,  daughter  of 
John  I.  biske,  of  Chepachet,  R.  1.  She  was  one 
equal  to  all  the  demands  of  social  life  far  beyond 
the  average  had  her  health  permitted.  She  passed 
away  on  heb.  14,  1906,  leaving  a daughter,  Fannie 
Fiske,  born  Dec.  16,  1890. 

Dr.  Hasbrouck  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Middletown,  N.  Y.,  until  1875,  when  he  entered 
Cook  Academy,  Havana,  N.  Y.  While  there  he  was 
always  a leader  in  the  social  life  of  the  Academy,  and 
was  known  as  one  of  the  active  spirits,  ready  for 
anything,  and  was  graduated  in  i8^g.  He  en- 
tered Boston  University  School  of  Medicine  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  graduating  in  1882.  His 
last  year  in  college  was  spent  as  house  surgeon  in 
the  college  dispensary,  which  gave  him  a most  val- 
uable practical  experience  in  the  general  work  of  his 
profession.  For  a time  after  graduating  he  was  at  the 
New  York  Homeopathic  Insane  Asylum,  at  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  doing  substitute  work,  but  in  the  fall 
he  had  the  transatlantic  fever  and  sailed  for  Dub- 
lin, Ireland.  He  entered  the  famous  Rotunda 
Hospital  at  once,  where  he  spent  the  next  six 
months,  and  received  the  degree  of  L.  M.  (Li- 
cefitiate  of  Midwifery).  During  this  time  he  was 
studying  the  Eye  and  Ear  at  St.  Mark’s  Ophthal- 
mic Hospital,  and  on  leaving  the  Rotunda  he  was 
appointed  house  surgeon  to  St.  Mark’s  Ophthalmic 
Hospital,  founded  by  Sir  William  Wilde.  This 
gave  him  the  opportunity  for  practical  experience 
that  one  rarely  gets  in  a foreign  land,  but  it  was  his 
good  luck  and  the  foundation  of  his  life  work. 

Those  were  exciting  days  in  Ireland  then,  as  it 
was  just  after  the  unfortunate  assassination  of  Air. 
Burke  and  Lord  Frederick  Cavendish  in  Phenix 
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Park.  One  thing  seemed  to  follow  another  so  fast 
that  Irish  history  was  made  as  never  before,  and 
made  in  such  a reckless  sort  of  a way  that  she 
went  backward  instead  of  forward,  just  at  a time 
when  it  looked  as  though  the  government  was 
ready  to  aid  her.  Dr.  Hasbrouck  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  Carry,  the  informer,  and  many  times 
he  has  ridden  with  the  jarvy,  skin-the-goat,  who 
drove  the  assassins  to  the  park.  On  leaving  Dub- 
lin h^  spent  some  time  in  the  hospitals  of  Belfast, 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  where  some  of  the  best 
men  in  this  special  work  were  then  to  be  found. 
Reaching  London  he  at  once  took  up  his  work  as 
clinical  assistant  under  Sir  George  Lawson,  at  that 
time  surgeon  oculist  to  the  Queen,  at  the  Royal 
London  Ophthalmic  Hospital  (^^loorfields),  which 
was  then  the  largest  clinical  hospital  in  the  world. 
In  the  evenings  he  acted  as  clinical  assistant  to  iMr. 
Hamilton,  at  the  Gray’s  Inn  Throat  and  Ear  Hos- 
pital. On  leaving  London  he  visited  the  various 
medical  centers  of  Europe.  The  pleasantest  side 
of  life  abroad  was  its  social  side,  and  the  opportun- 
ity he  had  of  meeting  so  many  distinguished  men 
of  that  day  was  an  education  in  itself.  On  his  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  in  June,  1884,  he  at  once 
located  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  a specialist  in  dis- 
eases of  the  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

From  the  first  Dr.  Hasbrouck  was  granted  a 
professional  and  social  position  that  he  has  always 
been  proud  of.  Until  a few  years  ago  he  was  one 
of  the  active  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Homeo- 
pathic ]\ledical  Society,  having  served  as  its  presi- 
dent for  three  years,  one  year  of  which  was  the 
celebration  of  their  fiftieth  anniversary.  The  medi- 
cal history  of  Homeopathy  in  Field’s  “History  of 
Rnode  Island  and  the  Providence  Plantations”  was 
written  by  him.  On  the  organization  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Yacht  Club  he  became  one  of  its  most  ac- 
tive members,  and  was  elected  its  first  president, 
and  held  the  office  for  many  years.  During  the  first 
vear  of  service  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
Club  House  at  Pawtuxet  finished  and  turned  over 
to  the  Club  free  of  debt.  For  one  year  he  served 
as  its  commodore.  The  Providence  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation was  planned  and  organized  in  his  office,  and 
until  the  building  was  finished  he  acted  as  chairman 
of  the  temporary  organization,  but  on  account  of 
ill  health  was  then  compelled  to  drop  all  active  in- 
terest in  its  management.  As  a member  of  the 
house  committee  of  the  Union  Cluh,  he  acted  as  its 
chairman  for  many  years.  In  the  early  days  of  tlie 
now  well  organized  Naval  iMilitia  he  was  the 
leading  spirit  in  this  State,  and  succeeded  in  get- 
ting a bill  for  its  enactment.  He  also  did  much  to 
further  the  interest  of  both  IMassachusetts  and  New 
York  in  this  line,  but  the  Rhode  Island  hill  was  the 
second  to  be  passed.  He  has  always  considered  it 
his  duty  to  do  all  he  could  to  promote  anything  that 
was  for  the  good  of  all  either  with  his  pen  or  word 
of  mouth,  without  fear  or  favor.  At  the  i)rescnt 


time  he  is  a member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  the  American  Homeopathic  Ophthal- 
mological,  Otological  and  Laryngological  Society, 
the  New  York  State  Homeopathic  Medical  Society, 
the  ^Massachusetts  Surgical  and  Gynecological  So- 
ciety, the  Unanimous  Club  of  New  York,  the  Hol- 
land Society  of  New  York,  the  Providence  Art 
Club,  the  Rhode  Island  Automobile  Club,  and  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  most  of  the  charitable  or- 
ganizations in  Providence.  In  other  words,  he  has 
always  been  an  active  public-spirited  man,  willing 
to  do  his  part. 

OTIS  MASON  SMITH,  a well-known  citizen 
of  the  town  of  Cumberland,  and  a prosperous 
farmer  of  the  Little  Pond  country,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  of  the  town,  having  been  born  on 
the  homestead  in  the  Little  Pond  country  April  3, 
1831,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settled 
families  of  the  Providence  plantations. 

John  Smith,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, was  a native  of  England,  born  in  1595,  and 
came  to  Providence  with  Roger  Williams  in  1636. 
He  was  known  as  “John  the  IMiller,”  as  he  owned 
a gristmill,  and  he  died  in  1648.  He  had  two  chil- 
dren, John  and  Elizabeth,  the  former  of  whom 
married  Sarah  Whipple,  they  becoming  the  parents 
of  ten  children.  Benjamin,  the  second  son  of  John 
(2),  was  married,  in  1693,  to  Alercy  Angell  and 
(second)  to  Mercy  Waterman,  and  had  fourteen 
children.  His  son  John,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was  born  Dec.  8,  if^4,  and  resided  in  the  town  of 
Glocester,  R.  I.,  where  he  married  Martha  Mowry, 
they  having  seven  children,  of  whom  Rufus  was 
the  second  son.  He  was  born  ]\Iay  ii,  1730,  in 
Glocester,  R.  L,  and  there  married  Nov.  12,  1751, 
Mercy  Taft.  He  made  his  home  in  Qlocester  and 
Burrillville,  where  he  was  a land  owner  and  farmer, 
and  his  children  were ; James,  Rhoda,  Sylvia, 
Docia,  Chad,  Area,  Sabra,  Zadock  and  Paul. 

Area  Smith,  son  of  Rufus,  was  born  Oct.  13, 
1764,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Burrillville,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  then  came  to  the  town  of 
Cumberland  and  located  on  the  Minden  road, 
where  he  owned  land  and  was  engaged  in  farming. 
He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  on  Diamond 
Hill  Plains.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Quaker.  iMr.  Smith  married  Sarah  Boyce,  born 
Aug.  8,  1764,  and  their  children  were  as  follows: 
Content,  born  Sept.  10,  1786.  married  Otis  Dag- 
gatt;  John  IMilton,  horn  Jan.  25,  1788,  is  mentioned 
helow  ; Ruth,  horn  Sept.  13,  1789,  married  Eber  Al- 
drich; Sabra,  born  April  15,  1792,  married  Amasa 
Whipple;  Patience,  born  April  6,  1794,  married 
Turner  Haskill ; Amy  Ellen,  born  iMarch  i,  1796, 
married  Job  Steere,  of  Glocester,  R.  I. ; William 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1799;  Eurana  was  born  Nov. 
28,  t8oo;  Lydia  B.,  born  July  23,  1809,  married 
Charles  jMetcalf. 

John  Milton  Smith,  son  of  Area,  was  born 
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Jan.  25,  1788,  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  and  when  a 
youth  came  with  his  parents  to  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland, where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
made  farming  his  life  occupation.  He  settled  on 
the  Alexander  farm  in  the  Little  Pond  country  in 
the  town  of  Cumberland,  which  has  been  the  home 
of  the  family  ever  since,  and  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  on  this  farm  June  27,  1874, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Arnolds  Mills  cemetery.  John 
M.  Smith  married  Amanda  Clark,  a native  of  Cum- 
berland, in  which  place  she  died  in  September, 
1861.  She  was  buried  beside  her  husband.  Their 
children  were:  Eddy  C.,  born  Dec.  7,  1818,  re- 
sided at  Uxbridge,  Alass.,  and  died  in  February, 
1907;  Emily  E.,  born  Sept,  ii,  1820,  resides  at 
home  with  her  brothers ; John  Milton,  born  Aug. 
20,  1824,  is  mentioned  below ; Amy  Ann,  born  Jan. 
8,  1828,  died  in  1897;  Otis  Mason  and  Foster 
Walcot,  twins,  were  born  April  3,  1831,  and  the 
latter  died  Jan.  18,  1.870,  and  was  buried  at  the 
Arnolds  Mills  cemetery ; Polly  Ann,  born  Nov.  9, 
1835,  died  young. 

Otis  Mason  Smith  spent  his  boyhood  days  on 
the  home  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools. 
He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Providence  to 
work  for  Trask  & Clark,  in  the  lumber  business, 
Mr.  Clark  being  his  cousin.  After  five  years  spent 
at  this  employment  Mr.  Smith  engaged  with  Ben- 
jamin Whipple,  to  whom  the  business  had  been 
sold,  and  remained  with  that  gentleman  for  a short 
time,  then  going  to  Woonsocket,  where  he  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Dexter  Clark  in  the  grain  and 
mill  business  for  nine  years.  When  Mr.  Clark 
sold  out  to  Samuel  Elliott  i\Ir.  Smith  continued 
with  the  latter  gentleman  for  a time,  when,  his 
father  and  mother  being  advanced  in  age,  he  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  to  care  for  them  and  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm.  He  engaged  at  once  In 
the  work  of  the  farm,  and  there  he  has  continued 
ever  since,  making  many  improvements  and  engag- 
ing extensively  in  stock  raising.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  is  temperate  and 
domestic  in  his  habits.  In  politics  independent,  he 
was  for  fifteen  years  highway  commissioner  of 
Cumberland,  and  filled  the  duties  of  that  office  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  and  with  great 
credit  to  himself.  He  is  widely  known  as  a man  of 
honesty  and  integrity,  one  whose  word  is  as  good 
as  a bond.  Mr.  Smith  is  very  fond  of  outdoor  life, 
and  has  always  been  a skilled  hunter  and  successful 
fisherman. 

John  Milton  Smith,  brother  of  Otis  Mason 
Smith,  who  also  makes  his  home  on  the  old  home- 
stead, was  born  on  the  farm  Aug.  20,  1824.  Like 
his  brother  he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the 
community,  and  in  early  youth  worked  at  home. 
Later  he  went  to  Woonsocket,  where  he  worked  at 
teaming  for  Dexter  Clark  for  three  years.  Mr. 
Smith  then  went  to  North  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and 


worked  in  the  jewelry  shops  for  one  year,  then  en- 
gaging at  the  same  business  for  two  years  in  Water- 
bury,  at  this  time  making  his  own  tools.  Leaving 
Connecticut  he  once  again  engaged  in  business  at 
Attleboro,  continuing  at  that  until  war  times,  when 
he  went  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  there  worked  for 
the  government  two  years.  He  next  went  to  Water- 
bury,  where  he  continued  until  1864,  when  he  went 
out  to  California,  locating  at  different  points  along 
the  Pacific  coast.  After  two  years,  however,  he 
was  taken  sick,  and  returned  to  San  Francisco, 
whence  he  came  East  to  New  York,  and  from 
there  went  to  Connecticut,  locating  in  Wolcottville. 
There  he  worked  at  the  manufacture  of  patent 
match  safes  for  the  Hook  & Eye  Co.,  being  there 
engaged  for  a year.  Mr.  Smith  then  went  to 
North  Attleboro,  where  for  twenty-five  years  he 
was  connected  with  J.  J.  & J.  M.  Richards,  as  dye 
sinker,  at  which  work  he  is  an  expert. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a famous  fox  hunter  as  well  as 
fisherman,  and  has  in  his  possession  a fine  case  of 
stuffed  and  mounted  birds,  valued  at  $100,  which 
he  won  at  a rifle  shoot,  he  using  a rifle  which  he 
bored  himself.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A. 
M.  Mr.  Smith,  although  advanced  in  age,  is  very 
active.  He  is  living  retired  with  his  brother  and 
sister  on  the  home  farm,  and  the  family  are  greatly 
honored  and  esteemed  in  the  locality. 

JAMES  HAMILTON  CLARKE,  who  during 
his  life  was  a well-known  resident  of  Jamestown, 
R.  I.,  was  born  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Dec.  i,  1819, 
and  was  descended  from  one  of  Rhode  Island’s  old- 
est and  most  prominent  families,  a history  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Prof.  Henry  \V. 
Clarke,  of  Newport,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Russell  Clarke,  father  of  James  Hamilton,  was 
a son  of  Thomas  Clarke,  of  Westerly,  and  grand- 
son of  Rev.  Joshua  Clarke,  a deacon  of  the  Sab- 
batarian Church,  and  a participant  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  who  died  March  8,  I793>  Westerly.  " 
Russell  Clarke  was  the  granduncle  of  Prof.  Henry 
W.  Clarke,  of  Newport.  He  was  a farmer  in  the 
town  of  Lebanon,  Few  London  Co.,  Conn.,  later  re- 
turning to  the  home  of  his  birth,  in  W esterly,  where 
he  died.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  had  a 
large  familv. 

James  Hamilton  Clarke  was  the  son  of  Russell 
and  Elizabeth  (Langworthy)  Clarke,  and  was  still 
young  when  the  family  returned  to  Rhode  Island, 
his  education  being  secured  in  the  schools  of  New- 
port. Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  working  from  an 
early  age,  but  later  removed  to  Jamestown,  where 
he  "engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  For  seven 
years  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  coal  and  lumber 
business  at  Narragansett  Pier,  in  partnership  witti 
his  brother-in-law,  John  T.  Cottrell,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Clarke  & Cottrell,  a connection  which  was 
continued  until  1873,  when  Mr.  Clarke  returned  to 
Jamestown  and  took  up  his  home  in  the  residence 
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on  Xarragansett  avenue  known  as  "The  Ma- 
ples,” which  had  been  his  home  prior  to 
locating  at  Xarragansett  Pier.  Here  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
curring Aug.  7,  1874,  caused  by  apoplexy, 

and  he  was  buried  at  the  Island  cemetery,  Newport. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
of  Newport.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
represented  South  Kingstown  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature while  residing  at  Narragansett  Pier.  Air. 
Clarke  was  a good  citizen,  a genial  neighbor  and 
an  honest,  Christian  gentleman.  He  had  been  in- 
dustrious throughout  life,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  accumulated  a handsome  competency. 

Air.  Clarke  was  married  (first)  to  Phoebe 
Weaver,  widow  of  Caleb  \\'eaver,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  this  union : Alma,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years ; and  Henriette,  deceased,  who 
married  John  C.  Seabury,  of  Newport.  Air.  Clarke 
was  married  (second)  to  Susan  Cottrell,  daughter 
of  John  S.  and  Desire  Pierce  (Northrup)  Cottrell, 
and  to  this  union  there  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows-: Henry  Hamilton,  who  died  young;  Eliza- 
beth Russell,  at  home;  and  Fred  Hamilton,  a civil 
engineer  of  Boston,  Alass.,  who  married  Gertrude 
Priest,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  has  one  child, 
Freda  Wendell. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Airs.  Clarke  has 
made  her  home  at  “The  Maples,”  in  Jamestown. 
She  has  much  business  ability,  and  is  engaged  in 
looking  after  her  various  real  estate  interests,  which 
have  grown  extensively  in  value  in  the  past  few 
years.  She  is  active  in  church  and  charitable  work, 
and  is  well  known  and  very  popular  in  James- 
town. 

The  Cottrell  family  of  Jamestown  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  State,  the  founder  of  which  was 
X’^icholas  Cottrell,  who  is  of  record  in  the  list  of  in- 
habitants of  Newport,  R.  L,  Alay  20,  1638,  and  was 
admitted  a freeman  in  1655.  He  represented  his 
town  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1670,  and  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  Alisquamicut  (Westerly) 
contract.  He  was  twice  married ; his  last  wife, 
Alartha,  was  born  in  1645.  He  died  in  1680,  at 
Taunton,  Alass.,  and  in  his  will  he  named  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  Nicholas,  John,  Gershom,  Eleazer, 
Alary,  Hannah,  James  and  Jabez. 

John  Cottrell,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1723,  in  the  town  of  Westerly.  He 
married  Penelope,  and  died  in  Kingstown,  leav- 
ing a will  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1869.  His 
wife  Penelope  bore  him  children  as  follows:  John, 
born  Alarch  22,  1682;  Nathaniel,  Sept.  14,  1685; 
and  Samuel,  in  1687. 

Nathaniel  Cottrell,  son  of  John,  born  Sept.  14, 
1685,  received  from  his  father,  in  1709,  a farm  in 
Kingstown,  where  he  made  agricultural  pursuits  his 
life  work,  and  where  he  died  in  1764.  He  and  his 
wife  Deborah  had  children,  as  follows : Abigail, 
born  Feb.  10,  1727;  Samuel,  Nov.  27,  1729;  Deb- 


orah, Nov.  19,  1731;  Joshua,  Sept.  2,  1733;  John, 
Aug.  15,  1735  (died  April  ii,  1739);  Alary,  May 
II,  1737  (married  Christopher  Champlin)  ; Na- 
thaniel, Jan.  18,  1739;  David,  Alarch  15,  1742; 
Sarah,  June  10,  1745  (married  Benjamin  Rey- 
nolds) ; and  Hannah,  Feb.  23,  1748. 

Nathaniel  Cottrell  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
born  Jan.  18,  1739,  in  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  he 
married  June  10,  1762,  Sarah  Smith,  born  Aug.  ii, 
1744,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Smith,  of 
Exeter. 

Smith  Cottrell,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2),  was 
born  in  1763.  He  bought  land  in  Jamestown  for- 
merly owned  by  Arnold  Hazard,  and  there  he  died 
June  17,  1843,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  In  1785 
he  married  Susannah  Stanton,  born  Oct.  26,  1766, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Stanton;  she  died  in  James- 
town, Dec.  10,  1846.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  were:  Sarah,  born  April  14,  1786,  married 
Dec.  25,  1805,  William  Greene,  and  died  July  28, 
1847;  Jesse  was  born  July  10,  1787;  Renewed,  born 
Nov.  21,  1788,  died  single;  Alartha,  born  Nov.  14, 
1790,  married  Joseph  Crandell ; Alary  C.,  born  Alay 
II,  1792,  married  George  Gardner;  Nathaniel,  born 
Aug.  I,  1793 ; Susannah,  born  Alay  6,  1795,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Allen;  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  10,  1796; 
Eliza,  born  June  29,  1799,  married  Thomas  Hop- 
kins; John  Stanton,  born  April  8,  1801 ; Samuel  E., 
born  Dec.  5,  1802;  Simon  Smith,  born  Sept,  ii, 
1804;  Daniel  S.,  born  April  3,  1807;  and  Hannah, 
born  Dec.  18,  1809,  married  John  B.  Champlin. 

John  Stanton  Cottrell,  son  of  Smith,  born  April 
8,  1801,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  was  there 
engaged  in  farming,  and  later  removed  to  James- 
town, R.  I.,  on  the  Cottrell  farm,  which  he  pur- 
chased. There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  April  13, 
1857.  He  married  Desire  P.  Northrup,  daughter 
of  Thurston  and  Susannah  (Pierce)  Northrup,  and 
they  had  these  children  : John  T.  (mentioned  in  full 
elsewhere)  married  Emeline  Taylor,  and  died  in 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  coal 
business ; Susan,  married  James  Hamilton  Clarke ; 
Frederick  Northrup;  Alary  Ellen  is  the  widow  of 
Albert  W.  Luther  and  resides  in  X’^ewport ; and 
William  and  Elizabeth,  died  in  infancy. 

Frederick  Northrup  Cottrell,  son  of  John  Stan- 
ton, was  born  Nov.  24,  1834.  Early  in  life  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  made  his 
life  work,  dying  in  August,  1884.  in  Jamestown. 
He  was  also  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  repre- 
sented Jamestown  in  the  State  Senate,  doing  much 
for  the  towm’s  progress.  He  was  married  Feb.  6, 
1867,  to  Ellen  Tucker,  of  Jamestown,  daughter  of 
the  late  Pardon  Tucker,  and  to  this  union  there 
were  born  these  children : Charles  T.,  born  July 
22,  1869,  is  a well-known  attorney  of  Boston, 
Alass.;  Alartha  Tucker,  born  Aug.  20,  1871,  mar- 
ried .Archibald  Alonroe  Clarke,' of  Jamestown;  Ben- 
jamin Stanton,  born  Sept.  15,  1873,  is  manager  of 
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the  Jamestown  and  Newport  Ferry  Company,  and 
Alice  Waite,  born  Sept.  14,  1878,  is  at  home  with 
her  mother. 

FISKE  (Scituate-Burrillville  family).  The 
Fiske  family  as  a New  England  one  is  as  old  as  this 
section,  and  it  is  an  ancient  one  back  in  old  England. 
The  original  and  correct  spelling,  and  the  one  gen- 
erally adopted,  is  with  the  final  “e.” 

There  were  a number  of  early  emigrants  to  New 
England  bearing  the  name  who  settled  in  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts,  all  of  whom  it  is  believed  were  descendants 
of  Robert  and  Sibil  (Gold)  Fiske,  who  lived  at 
Broad  Gates,  Laxfield,  Suffolk,  England.  Natha.n 
Fiske,  of  Watertown,  it  is  believed  by  the  genealog- 
ist Somerby,  who  examined  the  parish  registers  in 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  was  eighth  in  de- 
scent from  the  first  Simon  Fiske,  of  Laxfield, 
through  Robert,  of  St.  James  Smith,  Elmsham,  who 
was  his  (Nathan’s)  great-grandfather.  The  other 
Fiskes  of  New  England  are,  it  is  believed,  all  of  the 
same  lineage.  This  Simon  Fiske  was  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Stradbaugh,  in  Laxfield,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VT.  He  bore  a coat  of  arms  which  was 
borne  by  his  family  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VL, 
Edward  IV.,  Richard  HI.  and  Henry  VH.  The 
Fiske  family  in  Suffolk  is  very  ancient  and  highly 
respectable. 

Rev.  John  Fiske,  of  Wenham,  afterward  of 
Chelmsford,  and  his  brother  William  of  Wenham, 
were  grandsons  of  William,  eldest  son  of  Robert 
and  Sibil.  David  Fiske,  of  Watertown,  was  a 
grandson  of  Jeffrey,  second  son  of  Robert  and  Sibil. 
James  Fiske,  of  Haverhill,  and  Phineas  of  Salem, 
were  grandsons  of  Thomas,  third  son  of  Robert 
and  Sibil. 

Since  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  the  Fiskes 
(or  Fisks)  have  been  a continuous  family  in  and 
about  Providence.  The  records  show  Samuel 
Fiske’s  family  beginning  with  his  marriage  in  1703, 
his  family  being  of  Providence  record.  The  record 
of  Benjamin  Fiske’s  family  is  in  Rehoboth,  begin- 
ning with  his  own  marriage  there  in  1701  ; two  of 
his  sons,  Benjamin  and  Daniel,  were  made  freemen 
in  Providence  in  1729  and  1732,  respectively. 

Benjamin  Fiske,  son  of  Benjamin  of  Rehoboth 
and  the  great-great-great-grandfather  of  the  present 
John  T.  Fiske,  came  to  the  town  of  Providence 
(now  Scituate)  in  1727,  and  bought  a large  tract  of 
land,  some  of  which  reiiiained  in  the  family  several 
generations. 

John  Fiske,  son  of  Benjamin,  born  in  1714,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Elizabeth 
(Carpenter)  Williams,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  he  a son 
of  Daniel  and  grandson  of  Roger  Williams.  iMr. 
Fiske  was  a resident  of  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  died  in 
December,  1798.  His  children  were:  Peleg,  born 
Jan.  24,  1740;  Dorcas,  born  Dec.  19,  1741;  and 
Caleb,  born  Jan.  24,  1753. 

Dr.  Caleb  Fiske,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth,  was 
born  Jan.  24,  1753,  in  Scituate,  and  he  pursued  his 


professional  studies  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Bowen,  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  success- 
ful practitioners  of  his  time.  He  served  as  a surgeon 
in  General  Sullivan’s  expedition  against  the  British 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  on  the  completion  of  his  serv- 
ice returned  to  Scituate,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  during  his  long  life,  being  at  the  time  of 
his  death  the  oldest  practitioner  in  the  State.  For 
a time  he  held  the  office  of  judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas.  In  the  cause  of  medical  education 
in  Rhode  Island  he  took  a deep  interest,  and  was 
the  preceptor  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  doc- 
tors of  the  State.  In  1821  Brown  University  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  is  named  in  the  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion of  the  Rhode  Island  iMedical  Society  as  one  of 
its  original  members.  He  was  its  second  vice-presi- 
dent from  1815  to  1818;  its  first  vice-president  from 
1818  to  1823;  and  its  president  from  1823  to  1824. 
The  best  service  which  he  rendered  to  his  profession 
•was  the  donation  pf  $2,000  to  constitute  what  is 
known  as  the  Fiske  Fund,  which  has  been  largely 
increased,  and  the  income  of  which  is  used  in  offer- 
ing premiums  for  dissertations  on  subjects  of  inter- 
est to  the  profession.  He  also  left  a large  portion 
of  his  library  to  the  Society.  He  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  On 
June  24,  1776,  he  married  iMary  Manchester,  daugh- 
ter of  Ca2:)t.  Thomas  Manchester,  of  Providence,  a 
seafaring  man  who  lost  his  life  at  sea.  She  died 
in  1817,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Dr.  Fiske  and  his  son,  Philip  Manchester  Fiske, 
established  the  cotton  manufactory  business  at 
Fiskeville,  R.  I.,  and  carried  it  on  extensively  for 
many  years.  They  also  built  the  village  and  mills 
at  Jackson  which  were  subsequently  sold  to  Gov. 
Charles  Jackson,  after  whom  the  place  was  named. 

PhilijD  jManchester  Fiske  was  born  iMarch  2, 
1782,  and  through  life  followed  the  cotton  manufac- 
turing business,  and  he  died  Jan.  31,  1828.  On  Oct. 
7,  1817,  he  married  Eliza  Andrews  Taylor,  born 
Sept.  3,  1797,  daughter  of  William  Taylor,  a mer- 
chant of  Providence.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, and  with  five  children  to  educate,  the  widowed 
mother  moved  to  Providence,  where  the  schools  were 
noted  for  their  efficiency  and  thoroughness,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, in  1835,  took  up  her  abode  in  that  city, 
there  dying  April  17,  1876.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  i\I.  Fiske  were:  John  Thomas; 
Philip  Manchester,  who  was  engaged  as  a whole- 
sale dealer  in  flour,  and  died  in  Providence ; Eliza- 
beth Taylor,  who  married  Walter  C.  Simmons,  a 
cotton  broker,  and  died  in  Providence ; Mary  iMan- 
chester,  who  married  Robert  iManton,  a merchant, 
and  died  in  Providence ; and  Abby  Williams,  who 
married  Robert  Watson,  a cotton  manufacturer,  and 
also  resided  in  Providence,  where  he  died. 

John  Thomas  Fiske  was  born  Jan.  30,  1819,  in 
Scituate,  R.  L,  and  he  received  a good  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Providence.  His  business 
career  was  begun  in  the  emjDloy  of  George  W.  Glad- 
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ding,  a leading  dry  goods  merchant  on  North  Main 
street,  Providence,  in  1836.  About  two  years  later 
he  went  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  for  the  next  two  years 
was  engaged  as  a cotton  broker.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  railroad,  he 
was  induced  to  embark  in  the  cotton  and  grain  bus- 
iness with  Air.  Davis  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  a venture 
which,  however,  did  not  pay,  and  its  affairs  were 
wound  up  a year  later.  In  the  early  forties  Air. 
Fiske  went  to  Harrisville,  R.  I.,  and  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  goods  in  the  mill  owned  by  An- 
drew Harris  & Co.,  operating  about  thirty  looms. 
A year  or  so  afterward  he  located  in  a mill  subse- 
quently occupied  by  his  son,  John  T.  Fiske,  Jr.,  later 
purchasing  the  Peter  Place  property  adjoining,  run- 
ning both  mills  until  1875.  He  then  retired  from 
active  business  with  a large  competency,  and  moved 
to  the  village  of  Chepachet,  where  in  connection 
with  other  offices  he  devoted  more  or  less  of  his  time 
to  the  management  of  the  farm  at  Chepachet  be- 
longing to  his  sister-in-law,  Aliss  Alary  B.  Eddy.* 
After  the  death  of  that  lady  he  made  his  home  with 
his  daughter.  Airs.  Hasbrouck,  at  Pawtuxet  Neck, 
and  there  died  Sept.  17,  1899,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery  at  Chepachet. 

Air.  Fiske  was  prominently  connected  with  many 
of  the  business  enterprises  of  Burrillville  and  Glo- 
cester.  He  was  a director  of  the  Pascoag  National 
Bank  from  Aug.  29,  1865,  to  Jan.  13,  1885,  and 
president  from  Jan.  9,  1883,  to  Jan.  13,  1885.  He 
was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the 
Chepachet  Cemetery  Association  in  1850,  and  was 
treasurer  of  the  association  from  its  organization, 
and  a trustee  for  many  years.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
in  1840  for  President  Harrison,  and  from  1854  was 
a Republican.  While  he  never  cared  for  public 
office,  he  was  much  interested  in  the  success  of  his 
party’s  ticket,  and  the  election  of  competent  men  to 
office. 

On  April  3.  1843,  Fiske  was  married  to  Aliss 
Abby  Eddy,  daughter  of  Hon.  Amasa  Eddy,  of 
Cilocester.  She  died  Oct.  28,  i860.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them,  as  follows : Eliza  Taylor,  born 
Jan.  13,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Edward  IMine, 
a retired  woolen  manufacturer  of  Providence ; 
Caleb,  born  in  1846,  died  in  infancy;  John  T.,  Jr., 
born  Alay  21,  1847;  i^Lry  Elizabeth,  born  in  1848, 
died  in  1850;  Frank,  born  Sept.  30.  1850;  Fannie, 
born  Sept.  16,  1852,  married  O.  J.  Norris,  a builder 
of  machinery,  and  resided  at  New  York,  where  she 
died  Alarch  3,  i88r  ; and  Alary  Owen,  born  July  16, 
1855,  married  Dr.  Sayer  Hasbrouck,  of  Providence, 
and  died  Feb.  14,  1906. 

John  T.  Imske,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of  his  parents, 
and  a successful  business  man  at  Providence,  was 
born  Alay  21,  1847,  at  Chepachet.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Pascoag.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
at  Chepachet  and  Pascoag.  and  the  Nichols  .Acad- 
emy at  Dudley.  Alass.  While  yet  a small  boy  be 
began  to  learn  the  manufacturing  business  and  after 


completing  his  schooling,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
he  became  associated  with  his  father  under  the  firm 
name  of  John  T.  Fiske  & Son.  Later  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  the  late  Hardin  R.  Sayles,  and  they 
operated  the  Peter  Place  mill,  owned  by  John  T. 
Fiske,  Sr.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fiske,  Sayles  & 
Co.,  until  1885,  when  the  firm  dissolved.  John  T. 
Fiske,  Jr.,  then  remodeled  the  old  mill,  which  he 
had  previously  purchased,  erected  an  addition  there- 
on, and  renamed  it  the  Sheffield  Mills.  He  installed 
thirty  looms  with  full  equipment  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  worsted  goods.  In  1888  and  1890  Mr.  Fiske 
added  more  looms  and  also  constructed  other  build- 
ings, including  a large  addition  for  spinning,  cord- 
ing and  weaving.  The  mills  were  incorporated  as 
the  Sheffield  Worsted  Mills  in  1898,  and  in  May  of 
the  following  year,  the  plant  was  assimilated  into 
the  American  Woolen  Company,  and  named  the 
Anchor  Alills.  Mr.  Fiske  remained  with  the  latter 
concern  about  one  year  as  agent  for  the  mills,  when 
he  resigned  his  position. 

Air.  Fiske  is  now  president  of  the  Wheelwright 
Filler  and  Manufacturing  Company,  and  manu- 
factures under  their  patent  a superior  article  in  the 
cheaper  kinds  of  paper.  In  1902  he  formed  the 
American  Extractor  Company,  dealers  in  machinery 
for  the  disposing  of  garbage.  He  has  been  treas- 
urer of  the  corporation  since  it  was  organized.  In 
his  political  faith  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  repre- 
sented the  Burrillville  district  one  term  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  is  very  public-spirited  and  generous, 
and  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand  to  those  less 
fortunate  than  himself.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Pomham  Club  at  Providence. 

Air.  Fiske  married  Kate  E.,  daughter  of  Smith 
R.  Arnold,  of  Burrillville,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Abby  E. 

Fr.\nk  Fiske,  youngest  son  of  John.T.  Fiske, 
was  born  at  Chepachet,  Sept.  30,  1850,  and  early  in 
life  he  became  interested  in  the  woolen  manufactur- 
ing business.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  an  ac- 
countant for  his  brother,  John  T.,  Jr.,  in  the  Shef- 
field Alills.  Later  he  was  agent  for  the  American 
Woolen  Company,  afterward  associating  himself 
with  Arthur  Ames,  in  the  Hope  Worsted  Company 
at  Whipple,  town  of  Burrillville,  and  remaining 
until  forced  to  quit  active  business  on  account  of  ill 
health.  In  June,  1904,  he  removed  to  the  Fiske 
homestead  at  Chepachet,  where  he  died  July  22, 
1905.  He  married  Alaranda,  daughter  of  Richard 
Barnes,  of  Glocester,  and  their  three  children  were : 
Frank,  Richard  and  Roby  S. 

NO.AH  DR.A.PER,  a well-known  resident  of 
Pawtucket,  now  living  retired  after  twenty  years 
of  active  work  in  the  real  estate  business,  is  a na- 
tive of  England,  born  at  Floweryfield,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne.  Lancashire,  Oct.  14,  1833,  son  of 
Noah  and  Ellen  Draper.  The  former  was  a reed 
maker  and  followed  that  occupation  in  his  native 
land,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life. 
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Noah  Draper  was  quite  young  when  his  mother 
died,  and  he  was  early  deprived  of  her  tender  care. 
His  schooling  was  limited,  and  in  his  early  youth 
he  entered  the  mills,  where  he  first  learned  the 
trade  of  cotton  weaver.  Later  he  took  up  loom 
fixing,  at  which  he  continued  until  1868,  when  with 
his  wife  and  children  he  set  out  to  find  a home  in 
the  New  World.  When  he  left  England  he  had 
some  money  and  it  was  his  intention  to  engage  in 
farming,  but  the  outlook  for  that  in  Massachusetts, 
whither  he  went  on  first  coming  to  America,  was 
not  encouraging,  and  he  entered  the  Knights  Cot- 
ton Mill,  at  Hebronville,  and  was  there  employed 
for  fifteen  years.  He  became  interested  in  real  estate 
in  that  section,  and  the  possibilities  of  that  line  of 
business  appealed  to  him.  In  1885  came  to  Paw- 
tucket and  devoted  his  attention  wholly  to  the 
buying  and  selling  of  real  estate.  He  erected 
several  houses,  bought  others,  and  prospered 
greatly  in  his  undertakings.  He  is  now  practically 
retired,  but  is  still  too  energetic  in  mind  and  body 
to  be  entirely  inactive.  In  every  sense  of  the  word 
Mr.  Draper  is  a self-made  man,  and  he  has  won 
his  place  in  the  world  through  the  force  of  his  own 
industry  and  his  temperate  habits.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  the  good  of  the  town  and  State, 
and  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles  and  precepts 
of  the  Republican  party.  _ 

Air.  Draper  has  been  twice  married.  In  Eng- 
land he  wedded  Hannah  Rayner,  who  died  in 
April,  1898,  and  was  buried  in  Moshassuck  ceme- 
tery, Central  Ealls.  Three  children  blessed  this 
union,  namely : Mary  Emma,  who  married  Thomas 
Seal,  and  resides  in  Central  Ealls,  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Beatrice ; William  H., 
a broker  in  Providence ; and  Sarah,  who  died 
young.  Mr.  Draper  married  (second)  Nov.  20, 
1899,  Airs.  Alary  (Whittaker)  Wood,  who  was 
born  in  Lancashire,  England,  Jan.  24,  1851,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Whittaker,  and  first  married  George 
B.  Wood.  By  that  union  Airs.  Draper  had  three 
children,  Sarah,  Lucy  and  Annie,  all  of  whom 
died  young. 

JOHN  ALLAN,  who  for  years  superintended 
the  late  Cornelius  A’anderbilt’s  estate  known  as 
“Oakland  Earm,”  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  Newport,  enjoying  a rest  after  a very 
active  life.  Air.  Allan  is  a native  of  Scotland,  born 
April  17,  1833,  at  Edinburgh. 

The  Allan  family  for  five  generations  have  been 
horticulturists  and  gardeners,  and  have  made  these 
professions  their  life  work.  William  Allan,  the 
grandfather  of  John,  was  a native  of  Eifeshire, 
Scotland,  where  he  was  gardener  on  the  estate  of 
Sir  William  Pierpons,  and  there  spent  his  life.  He 
was  the  father  of  six  sons  and  several  daughters, 
one  of  his  sons,  John,  settling  in  Canada. 

William  Allan,  son  of  William  and  father  of 
John,  was  born  in  Eifeshire,  Scotland,  and  there 
learned,  under  his  father,  the  profession  of  a horti- 


culturist. When  a young  man  he  removed  to  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  worked  for  Dixson  & Co. — the 
Edinburgh  nurserymen — and  later  removed  to  Done- 
gal, Ireland,  where  he  became  gardener  and  steward 
on  the  estate  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  In  1853, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and,  locating  on  Long  Island,  he  became 
gardener  on  the  King  estate,  where  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  spent.  He  died  there,  and  was  buried 
at  the  cemetery  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.  Air.  Allan  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Richardson,  also  a native  of  Scot- 
land, who  died  on  Long  Island,  and  was  buried  be- 
side her  husband.  To  them  these  children  were 
born : Elizabeth  S.,  now  deceased ; William,  who 
was  a gardener  at  Newport;  Alary,  who  married 
Thomas  Shephard;  Jane,  who  died  single;  Joanna, 
who  married  James  Allen,  and  is  now  deceased : 
John;  Aliss  Penelope,  who  resides  in  Brooklyn;  and 
Richard,  a gardener  of  Long  Island. 

John  Allan  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  taken 
to  Ireland  by  his  parents,  and  there  he  attended 
school  and  worked  with  his  father  on  the  Sir  Will- 
iam Johnson  estate.  In  1853  the  family  left  Ireland 
for  the  United  States,  sailing  from  Liverpool  in  the 
sailing  vessel  “Yorkshire,”  of  the  Black  Ball  line. 
Captain  Young,  and  after  a twenty-six  days’  voyage 
landed  in  New  York,  where  Air.  Allan  found  em- 
ployment in  the  Hogg  Nursery,  on  Seventy-ninth 
street.  There  he  spent  three  years,  and  then  went 
to  Alaryland,  becoming  gardener  for  Airs.  Richley 
West,  of  Baltimore,  where  he  spent  three  and  one- 
half  years.  On  leaving  this  place  Air.  Allan  went 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  laid  out  grounds  for  a 
gentleman,  doing  a like  piece  of  work  at  North 
River,  N.  Y.  He  next  became  gardener  for  Airs. 
James  G.  King,  of  High  wood,  N.  J.,  but  in  1886  ac- 
cepted the  superintendency  of  the  late  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt  estate,  “Oakland  Earm,”  at  Portsmouth. 
R.  I.,  where  for  a period  of  nineteen  years  he  had 
charge  of  150  acres,  filling  the  duties  of  his  position 
with  ability  and  credit.  He  retired  from  active 
work  in  1905,  and  is  now  making  his  home  in  New- 
port, where  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  place  of  worship  of  the  family  for  generations, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

On  Alarch  4,  1857,  Mr.  Allan  was  married  to 
Alargaret  Allan,  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
daughter  of  Richard  Allan,  also  a gardener  by  pro- 
fession, who  was  steward  on  a large  estate  owned 
by  Colonel  Clouse.  Airs.  Allan,  who  was  born 
Alarch  8,  1830,  died  at  her  home  in  Portsmouth,  R. 
I.,  April  30,  1903,  after  a married  life  of  forty-six 
years.  She  was  buried  in  the  Island  cemetery, 
Newport.  The  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Allan 
were  as  follows:  William  R.,  born  Jan.  15,  1858, 
was  a well-known  artist  and  portrait  painter  of  New 
York,  where  he  died  April  18,  1895  ; John  Thomas, 
born  Aug.  12,  1861,  is  mentioned  below;  Anna  E., 
who  died  in  Alarch,  1906.  married  John  Alartin,  and 
left  one  daughter,  Jessie,  who  is  a pen  and  ink 
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artist;  and  George,  born  iMarch  21,  1868,  died 
iMarch  24,  1902. 

JoHX  Thomas  Allan,  the  only  living  child  of 
John  Allan,  was  born  in  New  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  from 
which  place  he  came  to  Newport  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  to  work  in  the  greenhouses  of  the  late 
Pierre  Lorrillard,  where  he  spent  two  years.  He 
then  accepted  the  position  of  second  gardener  on 
the  Charles  Russell  estate,  where  he  remained 
five  years,  then  becoming  gardener  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent Levi  P.  iMorton,  on  his  estate  in  Newport,  re- 
maining there  for  eleven  and  one-half  years,  during 
which  time  he  did  much  towards  beautifying  the 
place,  making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in 
Newport.  When  Vice-President  Morton  sold  his 
place  to  i\Ir.  I.  Townsend  Burden,  Mr.  Allan  still 
continued  there,  and  in  1896,  when  Mr.  John  R. 
Drexel,  of  Philadelphia,  became  owner  of  this  es- 
tate, which  is  known  as  “Ochre  Point,”  Mr.  Allan 
retained  the  superintendency.  Mr.  Allan  is  a lover  of 
his  profession,  and  is  never  happier  than  when 
among  his  flowers,  lawns  and  shrubbery.  He  has 
devoted  his  whole  life  to  this  vocation,  and  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  none  could  be  found  better  versed 
in  the  art  of  horticulture  tha  nhe.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Newport  Horticultural  Society  and  the  Hat- 
chet Club  of  Newport.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  holding  membership  in  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R. 
A.  IM. ; DeBlois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; and 
Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  New- 
jiort,  as  well  as  Palestine  Temple,  Order  of  the  IMys- 
tic  Shrine,  of  Providence.  He  is  a member  of  Coro- 
net Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  Newport,  and 
of  Hose  Company  No.  3,  of  which  he  was  an  or- 
ganizer and  first  captain,  a position  which  he  has 
held  ever  since.  Mr.  Allan  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  be- 
ing elected  thereto  for  one  term  in  1900,  during 
^layor  Boyle’s  administration.  He  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church.  “Jack” 
Allan,  as  he  is  familiarly  known,  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  men  in  Newport.  He  possesses  a genial, 
hearty  manner,  and  the  enviable  faculty  of  making 
friends  is  his.  He  is  a representative  citizen,  and 
in  his  profession  he  is  very  highly  esteemed. 

On  Dec.  24,  1883,  Mr.  Allan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  Gibson,  daughter  of  James 
Ciibson,  who  was  for  many  years  gardener  of  the 
Alexander  Brown  estate,  of  Newport.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allan  has  come  one  son,  John  Hoey,  born 
April  22,  1894. 

THOMAS  HARTWELL  CLARKE,  one  of 
Jamestown’s  grand  old  men,  who  is  well  known  as 
an  educator  and  agriculturist,  is  a native  of  James- 
town. R.  I.,  born  Nov.  26,  1834,  son  of  the  late 
David  Wright  Clarke,  and  brother  of  Prof.  Henry 
Wright  Clarke,  the  well-known  educator  of  New- 
port. Prof.  Thomas  Hartwell  Clarke  is  a descend- 


ant in  the  eleventh  generation  from  John  Clarke, 
of  the  County  of  Suft'olk,  England,  a full  history  of 
the  family  being  given  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

Prof.  Thomas  Hartwell  Clarke's  boyhood  days 
were  spent  on  the  home  farm,  and  he  attended  the  , 
local  schools,  receiving  additional  educational  in- 
struction under  private  tutors.  Later  he  attended 
Adelphian  Academy,  Brockton,  Mass.,  and  thence 
went  to  New  York,  where  he  took  a classical  course 
under  the  private  tutorage  of  Prof.  Walsh,  giving 
special  attention  to  Greek  and  Latin.  He  then  be- 
came an  instructor  in  the  House  of  Refuge,  a New 
York  State  Institution,  which  he  entered  in  1857, 
becoming  principal  thereof  in  1859.  He  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  1865,  when  he  resigned  and 
returned  to  Newport,  where  he  taught  in  the 
Fourth  Grammar  School  for  two  terms.  He  was 
then  tendered  the  principalship  of  Newport’s  first 
grammar  school,  which  he  accepted,  and  in  1873 
was  elected  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
Newport,  performing  the  duties  of  that  office  until 
1882,  when  he  resigned,  his  healtli  having  failed. 
He  then  located  on  the  Jamestown  farm  of  his 
father-in-law,  the  late  Charles  Sherman,  where  for 
upwards  of  twenty  years  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  retiring  therefrom  when  his  health  again 
failed.  In  1884  he  became  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  Jamestown,  and  continued  in  that  position 
until  1897,  during  which  time  he  also  served  as 
superintendent  of  schools,  when,  his  wife  dying,  he 
resigned  all  offices  to  give  his  attention  to  his  pri- 
vate interests.  In  1906  he  removed  to  his  cottage 
on  Narragansett  avenue,  and  since  that  year  has 
lived  retired.  While  a resident  of  Newport,  Prof. 
Clarke  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
John  Clarke  Charity  Fund.  He  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  that  party’s 
principles.  He  is  a member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Newport,  where  he  has  served  as  deacon, 
and  teacher  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Harlem 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  i\I.,  New  York;  Newport  Chap- 
ter: De  Blois  Council:  Washington  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  of  Newport,  of  which  latter  he 
was  prelate  for  several  years.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Consistory,  and  is  a 33d  degree 
Mason. 

On  Sept.  26,  1865,  Ml".  Clarke  was  married,  in 
Newport,  to  Sarah  Jane  Sherman,  born  in  Newport, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Sherman) 
Sherman.  Mrs.  Clarke  was  a loving  and  devoted 
^ mother  and  a true  Christian  woman,  doing  much  in 
the  line  of  charitable  and  church  work.  She  was 
descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  ancestor  of  which,  Philip  Sherman,  was 
the  first  secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Colony.  Mrs. 
Clarke  died  at  Jamestown,  Jan.  28,  1897,  and  was 
buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Island  cemetery,  New- 
port. The  following  children  were  born  to  Prof, 
and  Mrs.  Clarke:  Elizabeth,  born  Sept,  i,  1866, 
died  Jan.  6,  1876;  Lena  Hartwell,  born  Nov.  24, 
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1867,  resides  at  home;  Mary  Sherman,  born  Feb. 
26,  1871,  married  John  E.  Hammond,  of  James- 
town; Charles  Sherman,  born  Sept.  21,  1873,  is  an 
engineer  on  the  Bristol  ferry;  William  Lamont 
Wheeler,  born  April  25,  1875,  is  an  electrician  at 
Fort  Fisher;  Clara  Edith,  born  Jan.  27,  1878,  an 
artist,  resides  at  home;  and  Sarah  Jane,  a telephone 
operator  at  Jamestown,  also  resides  at  home. 

JONATHAN  V.  BARNES,  one  of  the  best 
known  men  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  R.  L,  is  a 
member  of  the  ancient  Barnes  family  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  first  of  whom  there  is  record  being  Rev. 
Thomas  Barnes,  of  Swansea,  Massachusetts. 

Jonathan  Barnes,  father  of  Jonathan  V.,  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  and  was  born  there 
Feb.  II,  1821.  He  was  reared  to  the  work  of  the 
farm,  and  in  early  manhood  learned  the  trade  of 
stone  mason,  a calling  which  he  followed  in  connec- 
tion with  farming  for  many  years.  Later  in  life  he  en- 
gaged in  the  milk  business,  and  for  thirty  years  he 
was  a familiar  figure  in  and  about  the  city.  He 
was  a man  of  great  energy  and  enterprise,  but  was 
conservative  withal.  In  his  disposition  he  was 
friendly  and  always  ready  to  help  one  less  fortunate. 
He  married  Joanna  E.  Staples,  of  an  old  Rhode 
Island  family.  Their  children  were : Lucinda  R., 
born  in  Smithfield,  Oct.  4,  1843,  who  married 

Amasa  Jarvis  Smith,  mentioned  further  on;  Horace 
A.;  Lucius,  who  died  in  infancy;  Jonathan  Varian; 
and  Maria  Amanda.  Of  these,  Horace  A.  resides  in 
Providence ; Maria  Amanda  married  (first)  Charles 
Cram,  and  (second)  George  Cram,  and  by  her  first 
marriage  had  two  children:  Irene  Bertha  (born 
June  4,  1877,  married  Walter  Howard  Woodmansee, 
of  Auburn,  R.  L),  and  Lizzie  Iona  (born  March  19, 
1879,  now  deceased).  Jonathan  Barnes  died 
Aug.  3,  1894,  and  his  wife  May  10,  1896.  Both  are 
buried  in  Greenville  cemetery. 

Jonathan  Varian  Barnes,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  April  4,  1856,  in  Smithfield,  and  with  his  par- 
ents removed  to  the  town  of  Johnston.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  at  the  public  schools,  and  in 
Jencks  Mowry’s  Academy.  He  grew  to  manhood 
and  assisted  his  father,  the  two  conducting  the  busi- 
ness jointly  until  the  father’s  death,  when  our  sub- 
ject assumed  charge  and  continued  it.  In  1896  he 
and  his  family  removed  to  their  present  location  on 
the  Greenville  pike.  Their  comfortable  suburban 
residence,  with  its  beautiful  surroundings  and 
modern  improvements,  were  the  work  of  Mr. 
Barnes’s  recent  years.  Like  his  father,  who  was  a 
worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and  who  filled  a 
number  of  positions  of  trust,  he  has  had  much  to  do 
with  the  affairs  of  his  town.  For  many  years  he 
has  assisted  in  maintaining  law  and  order  in  the 
capacity  of  police  constable.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  council,  and  was  president  of  that  body 
for  one  term.  He  is  a member  of  the  school  board 
of  Johnston.  He  is  best  described  as  independent 
in  his  political  views,  though  he  usually  supports 


the  Republican  party  on  national  issues.  He  has 
made  many  friends,  and  there  are  many  more  who 
admire  his  fearless  determination  to  stand  for  the 
right,  regardless  of  his  personal  interests.  With 
him  wrong  is  wrong,  and  there  is  no  middle  ground. 
He  has  always  been  backed  by  the  best  element  of 
the  citizens,  and  he  has  generally  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing about  such  reforms  as  he  has  advocated.  Mr. 
Barnes  is  honorable  and  just  in  his  dealings,  is  fond 
of  social  intercourse  and  is  most  devoted  to  his 
home  and  family. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  married  Dec.  16,  1874,  to  Anna 
E.  Mathewson,  born  April  21,  1852,  daughter  of 
James  O.  Mathewson,  a well-known  resident  of 
Johnston,  where  the  family  was  early  settled.  To 
this  marriage  have  come  seven  children,  namely : 
(i)  Walter  Varian,  born  March  13,  1876,  and  now 
a prosperous  druggist  in  Providence,  married  Estella 
Tyas.  (2)  Nettie  Josephine,  born  Aug.  13,  1877, 
is  a graduate  of  the  Johnston  high  school  and  com- 
pleted her  education  at  the  State  Normal  school. 
She  married,  Aug.  13,  1907,  Prof.  Frank  Arthur 
Burr,  of  Cornell  University.  (3)  Anna  Louise  was 
born  Aug.  19,  1878.  (4)  Lucius  Irving,  born  Jan. 

4,  1880,  married  Grace  Carpenter,  of  Manton,  and 
Has  three  children,  Kenneth,  born  May  14,  1902; 
Ruth,  March  6,  1904;  and  Charles  Henry,  Oct.  15, 
1906.  (5)  Nelson  .Sweet,  born  Oct.  8,  1882,  died 

Feb.  5,  1894.  (6)  Edith  Evelyn  was  born  July  9, 

1886.  (7)  Ethel  Sweet  was  born  Jan.  18,  1897. 

Mrs.  Barnes  and  her  daughters  are  very  popular 
socially. 

Amasa  Jarvis  Smith  was  born  at  Enfield,  town 
of  Smithfield,  Feb.  7,  1836,  son  of  Amasa  and  Olive 
(Hopkins)  Smith.  On  Feb.  23,  1862,  he  married 
Lucinda  R.  Barnes,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Joanna  (Staples)  Barnes. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  Spragueville,  where  he  was  later  em- 
ployed in  the  mills.  He  entered  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting 
in  the  Ninth  Rhode  Island  Infantry  under  Capt. 
Taylor.  His  service  took  him  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  he  was  stationed  for  some  time 
at  Fort  Carroll.  Returning  home  from  the  army, 
he  again  became  a mill  man,  and  in  that  capacity 
was  well  known,  giving  good  account  of  himself  in 
every  capacity.  He  has  now  retired  from  active 
work,  and  with  Mrs.  Smith  enjoys  the  fruit  of 
earlier  years  of  toil.  They  have  a comfortable  home 
on  IManton  avenue.  Providence.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a member  of 
Prescott  Post,  No.  i,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Providence.  He 
takes  great  interest  in  politics,  as  a good  Republican, 
and  while  living  in  Smithfield  was  very  active  in 
party  work. 

IDA  WALLEY  ZORADIA  LEWIS,  the  noted 
keeper  of  Lime  Rock  Lighthouse,  at  Newport,  R. 
L,  is  one  of  the  best  known  lighthouse  keepers  in 
the  United  States,  and  on  account  of  the  many  lives 
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she  has  saved  in  the  performance  of  her  duties  is 
familiarly  and  aft'ectionately  known  as  ‘‘the  Grace 
Darling  of  America.” 

i\liss  Lewis'  father,  Captain  Hosea  Lewis,  was 
born  in  Hingham,  [Mass.,  and  when  a small  boy 
took  to  the  sea.  For  many  years  he  was  a deep-sea 
pilot,  later  entering  the  United  States  Government 
revenue  cutter  service,  in  which  he  continued  until 
1852,  in  which  year  he  was  appointed  keeper  of 
Lime  Rock  Lighthouse  at  Newport.  At  that  time 
this  was  one  of  the  most  important  lights  on  the 
Atlantic  coast,  and  he  continued  as  keeper  of  this 
place  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Newport, 
Nov.  19,  1872,  when  he  was  si.xty-nine  years  of  age. 
He  married  Ida  \V.  Z.  W illey,  daughter  of  Ur. 
Aaron  C.  W’illey,  of  New  Shoreham  (now  Block 
Island,  R.  I.).  Upon  the  death  of  Captain  Lewis, 
in  1872,  his  widow  was  appointed  to  succeed  him 
as  keeper,  she  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  when  her  daughter,  who  has  since  held 
that  position,  was  appointed  to  succeed  her.  Mrs. 
Lewis  passed  away  in  Newport,  July  18,  1887.  To 
Captain  and  ]\lrs.  Lewis  were  born  the  following 
children ; Ida  W \ Z. ; Thomas  Rudolph,  who  re- 
sides at  Lime  Rock  Light,  is  unmarried ; Hosea, 
Jr.,  who  died  at  Newport,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
teaming,  married  Ellen  Mowry,  of  Newport,  and 
to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Ida  W'.  Z. ; and 
Harriet,  who  died  in  Newport,  unmarried. 

Ida  W'alley  Zoradia  Lewis  was  born  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  Feb.  25,  1844,  in  the  house  which  is 
built  on  Lime  Rock,  and  here  her  eventful  life  has 
been  spent.  She  received  her  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  her  native  city,  and  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  her  educational  training  took  up  the  duties 
that  devolved  upon  her  in  giving  her  parents  as- 
sistance at  the  lighthouse.  In  February,  1879,  Hiss 
Lewis  was  apponncu  by  Congress,  keeper  of  the 
Lime  Rock  Lighthouse,  to  succeed  her  mother,  and 
since  that  time  she  has  continued  to  efficiently  fill 
this  position.  iNIiss  Lewis  has  a remarkable  record 
for  saving  human  lives.  Her  first  rescue  was  that 
of  four  boys,  wbo  were  thrown  into  the  sea  by  the 
capsizing  of  their  boat,  this  rescue  occurring  when 
iMiss  Lewis  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age.  She 
has  displayed  wonderful  bravery  in  her  rescues, 
and  upon  numerous  occasions  has  risked  her  life  in 
attempting  the  rescue  of  others.  She  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  her  every  attempt,  and  her  record  is  five 
rescues,  with  a total  of  eighteen  human  lives  saved. 
She  has  many  medals  and  tokens  which  have  been 
presented  to  her  for  her  wonderful  display  of 
bravery,  at  various  times,  among  them  being  a solid 
gold  first  class  medal  ])resented  by  the  United 
States  Government.  Another  is  a medal  from  the 
Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts,  the  first  ever 
given  by  that  society  for  rescue,  it  being  presented 
to  her  for  the  rescue  of  two  soldiers  who  broke 
through  the  ice,  in  February.  1881.  Miss  Lewis 
succeeded  in  getting  a rope  to  them  after  they  were 
beneath  the  ice.  She  received  a medal  from  the 


Life  Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York 
for  saving  the  lives  of  two  men  whose  boat  bad 
capsized  in  a terrible  gale,  iMarch  30,  1869,  Miss 
Lewis  going  to  tbeir  rescue  in  an  open  boat,  alone. 
This  iMiss  Lewis  considers  her  most  hazardous  at- 
tempt at  rescue.  She  was  also  presented  with  a 
solid  silver  tea-pot  by  the  officers  and  enlisted  men 
of  the  First  Regiment  of  Artillery,  stationed  at 
Fort  Adams,  for  saving  the_ lives  of  two  members 
of  the  band,  Feb.  4,  1881.  The  citizens  of  Newport 
also  presented  her  with  a life-saving  boat  as  a token 
of  their  appreciation  of  her  great  bravery.  In  1907 
she  was  made  the  recipient  of  a pension  of  thirty 
dollars  per  month  for  life  from  xUndrew  Carnegie, 
in  recognition  of  her  brave  and  noble  work. 

Miss  Lewis  has  ever  stood  ready  to  risk  her  life 
in  an  attempt  to  save  the  life  of  a fellow  creat^^ure, 
and  in  several  instances  has  performed  feats  in  mak- 
ing rescues  that  the  bravest  of  men  would  hesitate 
to  undertake.  Her  sole  thought  has  ever  been  to 
attempt  a rescue,  regardless  of  the  consequences  to 
herself,  and.  fortunately  in  every  case  her  attempt 
has  been  successful.  As  a result  of  the  wonderful 
bravery  she  has  displayed  on  so  many  different  oc- 
casions, Miss  Lewis  has  been  styled  “the  Grace 
Darling  of  America,”  a title  to  which  she  is  cer- 
tainly entitled.  She  however,  is  very  modest  about 
her  marvelous  record,  believing  that  she  has  done 
nothing  but  what  any  woman  would  do  who  had 
been  placed  in  her  position  at  these  trying  times. 

HON.  GEORGE  CARMICHAEL,  one  of  the 
best  known  men  and  useful  citizens  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  his  time,  and  long  prominent  in  State  poli- 
tics, was  a native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  born  Nov. 
22,  1838.  In  his  paternal  line  he  descended  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  Lowlands,  and  in 
his  maternal  line  from  the  Rutherfords,  one  of  the 
most  numerous  clans  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
He  was  but  a boy  when  his  parents,  in  1847,  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  located  at  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island. 

Early  in  life  George  Carmichael,  armed  only 
with  ambition  and  energy,  began  its  struggles.  His 
opportunities  for  schooling  were  limited,  the  major 
portion  of  his  education  being  received  at  night 
school,  but  the  knowledge  acquired  was  supple- 
mented by  patient  and  careful  study  at  home.  The 
young  man  of  to-day  has  hardly  reached  an  age 
to  begin  his  schooling  when  young  Carmichael 
had  become  a wage-earner.  In  the  woolen  mills 
of  Welcome  and  Orsemus  Stillman,  at  Westerly, 
he  first  began  to  learn  the  manufacturing  business, 
with  which  so  much  of  his  subsequent  life  was 
identified.  He  lived  at  Ashaway,  Bethel,  and 
Laurel  Glen,  and  in  each  place  was  connected  in 
various  capacities  with  the  manufacturing  business. 
His  ai)plication,  his  ability,  his  industry  and  his 
ambition  all  served  to  win  him  rapid  advancement 
as  his  thorough  knowledge  and  trustworthiness 
were  made  known.  While  he  applied  himself 
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closely  to  his  work,  he  did  not  forget  other  duties, 
and  the  love  of  his  home,  always  a dominant  char- 
acteristic in  his  life,  was  there  evidenced  by  the 
lad’s  walking  from  Ashaway  to  Westerly  every 
evening  after  the  mill  closed,  to  see  his  mother, 
who  was  ill.  No  thought  of  his  own  comfort  ever 
intervened  to  deter  him  from  duty.  In  1875  he 
removed  to  Shannock,  R.  I.,  and  took  charge  of  the 
woolen  business  there,  carried  on  under  the  name 
of  the  Carmichael  Manufacturing  Company.  In 
his  subsequent  active  business  life  he  was  chiefly 
identified  with  this  company.  His  affairs  were  all 
conducted  to  conform  with  a high  ideal  of  business 
and  personal  honor  and  no  man  ever  stood  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  his  business  associates.  To 
his  employes  he  was  ever  a wise  friend  and  coun- 
selor, and  he  was  always  ready,  in  the  midst  of 
his  busy  life,  to  lay  aside  his  own  affairs  to  help 
by  word  or  deed  some  less  fortunate  or  unhappy 
brother  back  into  the  sunlight  of  peace  and  com- 
fort. 

Well  known  and  honored  as  he  was  in  the  man- 
ufacturing world,  George  Carmichael’s  name  will 
live  longest  in  the  public  mind  as  a good,  loyal  and 
conscientious  citizen.  He  was  a supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  hut  before  he 
was  a politician  he  was  first  of  all  a true  American 
citizen.  In  1877,  while  residing  at  Shannock,  in 
Richmond,  he  was  elected  as  representative  to  the 
Legislature,  serving  so  acceptably  that  he  was  re- 
elected for  another  term.  Declining  another  term 
as  representative,  he  was  elected  in  1879  president 
of  the  Richmond  town  council,  where  he  served  in 
an  able  and  satisfactory  manner.  Public  opinion 
was  that  he  should  return  to  the  Assembly 
and  there  do  work  for  his  town,  and  so  strong  was 
this  feeling  that  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  it, 
though  much  against  his  will.  In  1880  he  was  again 
unanimously  chosen  representative  from  Rich- 
mond. 

In  this  session  began  his  work  in  the  Legisla- 
ture that,  of  itself,  would  be  a monument  to  his 
ability  and  patriotism.  At  this  time  the  remnant 
of  the  once  famous  tribe  of  Indians,  the  Narragan- 
setts,  who  controlled  Rhode  Island  to  its  settlement 
by  Roger  Williams,  still  maintained  their  tribal 
government  and  tribal  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  town  of  Charlestown.  They  owned  a reser- 
vation of  some  6,000  acres.  Many  attempts  had 
been  made  to  induce  these  descendants  of  the  race 
of  Canonicus  and  IMiantinomah  to  abandon  their 
tribal  system  and  become  citizens  of  the  State. 
Their  lands  were  exempt  from  taxation.  They, 
themselves,  while  they  remained  on  the  reservation, 
were  exempt  from  arrest  or  civil  process.  They 
supported  their  own  poor,  and  the  State  maintained 
separate  schools  for  them,  their  children  not  being 
permitted  to  attend  the  other  schools ; matters, 
generally,  had  drifted  into  a very  undesirable  con- 
dition. Mr.  Carmichael,  who  was  familiar  with  the 


situation,  suggested  that  it  was  the  business  of  the 
State  to  examine  into  and,  if  j)Ossible,  improve  the 
condition  of  this  remnant  of  an  interesting  race. 
He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Van  Zandt,  along 
with  Dwight  R.  Adams  and  William  P.  Sheffield,  a 
commission  with  power  to  negotiate  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  common  lands  of  these  Indians,  and  to 
settle  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  affairs  between 
them  and  the  Colony  or  State.  The  work  occupied 
three  years,  and  was  adjusted  with  honor  to  the 
State,  and  with  satisfaction  to  the  people  affected. 
They  were  paid  for  their  lands,  they  became  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  abandoning  their  tribal  forms, 
and  their  children  were  admitted  to  the  public 
schools.  When  it  was  suggested  that  a monument 
should  be  raised  in  Providence  in  memory  of 
Canonicus,  the  friend  of  Roger  Williams,  Mr. 
Carmichael  was  one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of 
the  movement,  and  at-  its  dedication  he  was  one  of 
its  speakers,  his  address  being  both  able  and  elo- 
quent. During  the  settlement  of  these  Indian  mat- 
ters it  was  ascertained  that  the  ancient  burying- 
grounds,  in  which  were  interred  the  remains  of 
the  principal  chiefs  and  warriors,  kings  and  queens, 
of  the  Narragansett  nation,  had  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  tribe.  Upon  the  statement  of  these 
facts  by  Mr.  Carmichael  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a resolution  was  passed  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  purchase,  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
•the  Royal  Indian  Burying  Ground,  in  the  town  of 
Charlestown,  to  inclose  the  same,  and  to  erect 
a suitable  tablet  within  the  inclosure,  which  was 
done. 

At  the  same  session  of  the  Legislature  Mr.  Car- 
michael secured  an  appropriation  to  protect  the  in- 
let connecting  the  Great  Salt  Pond  in  Charlestown 
with  the  ocean,  his  purpose  being  to  prevent  the 
closing  of  the  inlet  by  storms  and  tide  and  the 
shutting  out  of  the  migratory  fishes  and  the  de- 
struction of  shell-fish. 

In  1882  Mr.  Carmichael  changed  his  residence 
to  the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  in  1883  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  from  that  town.  He 
served  in  the  House  until  1887  and  was  then  pro- 
moted to  the  Senate,  where  he  served  two  years. 
For  many  years  probably  no  other  man  wielded  as 
great  influence  in  South  county  affairs,  and  so  dis- 
interested was  he  known  to  be,  and  with  the  general 
welfare  and  advancement  of  his  town  and  State  so 
much  at  heart,  that  few  men  in  the  entire  State 
were  more  influential  or  more  successful  in  pro- 
moting what  they  desired  for  public  purposes.  He 
was  a Presidential  elector  in  1884,  and  voted  for 
James  G.  Blaine,  of  whom  he  was  a great  admirer. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Supreme  court 
and  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Washington  coun- 
ty, and  served  one  year.  He  was  a member  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  State  prison  af- 
fairs in  1887.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  special 
agent  of  the  United  States  general  land  office,  and 
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spent  three  years  in  this  service,  being  away  from 
home  much  of  the  time.  His  life  was  an  active  one, 
and  he  accomplished  much  for  his  fellow  men. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Carmichael  served  in  Com- 
pany B,  9th  R.  I.  I.,  from  May  .to  September, 
1862,  and  later  as  captain  of  Company  H,  8th  R.  I. 
INIilitia,  for  three  years,  rendering  service  a part 
of  the  time  in  garrisoning  the  forts  along  the  west 
passage  of  Xarragansett  Bay.  He  was  always 
greatly  interested  in  the  veteran  soldiers,  and  was 
prominent  in  Grand  Army  circles  throughout  the 
State,  belonging  to  Burnside  Post, -No.  2,  G.  A.  R. 
He  was  very  active  as  a commissioner  for  the  re- 
lief of  needy  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  labored  as- 
siduously for  the  establishment  of  the  Soldiers 
Home  at  Bristol.  He  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  legislation  relative  to  the  4th  R.  I.  V.  I., 
regarding  the  reimbursement  of  soldiers  of  that 
regiment  for  uniforms  wrongly  charged  to  them 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  it  is  probably  to  him, 
more  than  to  any  other  one  man,  that  the  passage 
of  the  measure  was  due. 

Xo  better  evidence  of  the  value  of  IMr.  Car- 
michael’s labors  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  can  be  asked  than  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  presented  to  him  at  his  home 
in  Shannock  by  a delegation  comprising  about  fifty 
of  the  representative  G.  A.  R.  men  of  the  State, 
the  presentation  speech  being  made  by  Daniel  R. 
Ballou  of  Providence.  These  resolutions,  beauti- 
fully executed  with  pen,  and  of  exquisite  coloring, 
make  a work  of  art,  to  say  naught  of  their  sig- 
nificant character: 

Assistant  Adjutant  General’s  Office. 
Headquarters  Department  of  Rhode  Island, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Providence,  Rhode  Island,  February  9,  1891. 

At  a meeting  of  the  24th  annual  Encampment  held  in 
Providence  on  February  6,  1891,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  Department  of  Rhode  Island,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  at  all  times  feel  under  deep  obli- 
gations to  any  citizen  of  the  State  for  service  rendered  m 
the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  Veterans  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion.  1861-1865,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Department,  m Con- 
vention assembled,  are  most  heartily  extended  to  our 
comrade  State  Senator  Geo.  Carmichael,  of  Burnside  Post, 
No.  2,  for  his  untiring  efforts  and  interest  taken  in  behalf 
of  the  Veteran  Soldiers  and  Sailors  before  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  introducing  into 
the  General  Assembly  the  resolution  calling  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  .‘\djutant  General’s  report  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  for  the  year  of  1865. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  Department  and  that  a copy  of  the 
same  be  suitably  engrossed  and  framed  at  the  expense  of 
the  Department  and  presented  to  comrade  George  Car- 
michael. 

Attest : 

Edmund  E.  Prentiss,  Benjamin  F.  Davis, 

.•\ss’t  Adjutant  General.  Department  Commander. 

Mr.  Carmichael  was  well  known  in  Masonic 
circles,  and  was  affiliated  with  Franklin  Lodge, 
No.  20,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Westerly,  and  with  the 


Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  at  Hope  \'alley,  to 
which  his  widow  also  belongs.  He  was  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Southern  Rhode  Island  Press  Club. 

On  Xov.  7,  1858,  i\Ir.  Carmichael  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Abliy  Sanford  Thomas,  of 
X'orth  Kingstown,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons : 
George  A.,  who  holds  a responsible  position  in  the 
freight  department  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  Railroad  Company,  at  Worcester, 
Mass. ; and  Welcome  S.,  of  Providence.  iMrs.  Car- 
michael died  Feb.  19,  1885.  Mr.  Carmichael  was 
married  April  ii,  1888,  to  Miss  Nellie  A.  Clark,  of 
Shannock,  R.  I.,  born  March  25,  1850,  daughter  of 
Simeon  P.  and  Catharine  (Perry)  Clark,  who  are 
mentioned  elsewhere.  In  1882  Mr.  Carmichael 
erected  the  beautiful  home,  “River  V"iew,’’  at  Shan- 
nock, where  he  resided  until  his  death,  July  12, 
1903,  and  where  his  estimable  widow  yet  resides. 
He  is  buried  in  River  Bend  cemetery,  at  Westerly. 
In  his  home  was  dispensed  a most  generous  hos- 
pitality, and  it  was  the  scene  of  many  social 
gatherings.  He  was  never  so  happy  as  when  at 
home  with  his  family,  or  surrounded  by  his  friends, 
the  latter  including  the  prominent  men  in  every 
section  of  the  State,  and  these  were  often  guests 
at  his  home.  He  was  even-tempered,  seldom  angry, 
never  revengeful,  being  always  ready  to  overlook 
or  forgive.  He  always  claimed,  “Life  is  too  short 
to  seek  revenge.’’  He  was  a man  of  fine  presence 
and  distinguished  appearance,  with  a force  of  char- 
acter that  seemed  to  command  without  any  display 
of  force.  He  was  naturally  dignified,  but  adapted 
himself  to  his  surroundings,  making  friends  with 
men  in  every  walk  of  life.  By  nature  he  was  a 
peacemaker,  and  always  deprecated  strife,  using 
his  influence  to  settle  many  disputes  of  social,  do- 
mestic and  legal  character,  utilizing  every  means 
at  his  command  to ' avoid  trouble  or  litigation  be- 
tween parties.  Y’ell  informed  and  well  read,  he 
was  an  interesting  talker,  a good  conversationalist, 
a fine  raconteur,  and  as  a speaker  was  always  in 
demand.  His  death  deprived  Rhode  Island  of  one 
of  her  well  known  men  and  able  citizens. 

ROBERT  DEXX’IS  HALL,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
and  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  who  has  long  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  coal  trade  in  the  former 
city,  is  a \vorthy  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  New  England. 

The  Portsmouth  Halls  came  early  to  New  Eng- 
land. They  chose  Rhode  Island  as  their  abiding- 
place  and  in  the  ancient  town  of  Portsmouth  still 
live  descendants  of  the  founder  of  the  family  on 
American  soil.  This  was  (I)  William  Hall,  who  was 
born  in  England  in  1613  and  died  in  1675.  In  1638 
he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  Aquidneck  and  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth.  He  was  commissioner  in  1654, 
1656,  1660  and  1663 ; was  deputy  in  1665, 
1666,  1667,  1668,  1672  and  1673,  and  in 

1672  he  also  served  in  the  town  council. 
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The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary,  and  their 
children  were:  Zuriel,  Zurici,  William,  Benjamin, 
Elizabeth,  Rebecca  and  Deliv'erance.  Generation 
after  generation  of  the  posterity  of  these  early  Halls 
of  Portsmouth  have,  in  turn,  occupied  the  lands  first 
farmed  by  their  ancestors  and  have  worthily  per-* 
petuated  the  family  name. 

(II)  Benjamin  Hall,  son  of  William,  born  in 
1650,  received  by  the  will  of  his  father  the  home- 
stead at  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  to  pay  two 
pounds  to  each  of  his  sisters,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca  and 
Deliverance.  Mr.  Hall  resided  in  Portsmouth,  of 
which  town  he  was  made  a freeman  in  1678.  He 
was  deputy  in  1699,  1701,  1704,  1705,  1706,  1707, 
1713  and  1714.  He  was  assistant  deputy  in  1701 
and  1702  and  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1704. 
He  married,  July  27,  1676,  Prances  Parker,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Frances  Parker.  He  died  Jan. 
26,  1730.  Their  children  were : Mary,  born  April 
3,  1678;  William,  Aug.  19,  1680;  Benjamin,  June 
17,  1682;  George,  June  29,  1685;  and  Nathaniel, 
June  29,  1689. 

JHI)  William  Hall,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Frances  (Parker)  Hall,  was  born  in  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  Aug.  19,  1680,  and  there  he  spent  his  life  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  died  March  ii,  1760.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Hall  cemetery,  Portsmouth,  on 
the  Bristol  Ferry  road.  Over  his  grave  is  the  fol- 
lowing inscription : ‘Tn  memory  of  Colonel  Wm. 
Hall,  who  died  March  ye  ii,  1760,  in  the  80  year  of 
his  age.” 

He  married,  Feb.  25,  1702,  IMary  Brownell,  who 
died  March  23,  1776,  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her 
husband.  On  her  headstone  is  the  following  in- 
scription : “In  memory  of  IMary,  the  widow  of 
Colonel  Wm.  Hall,  who  departed  this  life  March 
23,  A.  D.  1776.  in  the  93d  year  of  her  age.”  Their 
children,  according  to  family  record,  were : George, 
born  Feb.  13,  1704;  Benjamin,  April  19,  1706;  Wil- 
liam, Oct.  8,  1708:  Parker,  Nov.  27,  1711;  Ruth, 
April  19,  1714;  Phebe,  Sept.  3,  1716:  Thomas,  Dec. 
13,  1718;  Mary,  Nov.  3,  1720;  and  Martha,  Jan.  14, 
1722. 

^ (IV)  George  Hall,  born  Feb.  13,  1704,  in 
Portsmouth,  eldest  son  of  Col.  William  Hall,  made 
• farming  his  life  occupation,  and  owned  land  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Bristol  Ferry  road,  where  he 
built  a home  which  is  still  standing,  and  owned  by 
Mrs.  Robert  Dennis  Hall.  It  has  been  the  home 
of  five  generations.-  He  married,  in  Newport,  ac- 
cording to  Newport  town  records,  March  25,  1725, 
Elizabeth  Smith,  and  their  children  (two  only  of 
family  record,  the  second  of  Newport  town  record) 
were:  William,  born  Jan.  20,  1726;  Edward,  born 
April  14,  1730-31 ; and  George,  born  May  4,  1735. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  a guard  of  British 
soldiers  were  quartered  in  the  home  of  George  Hall, 
and  there  is  yet  to  be  seen  a bullet  hole  through  the 
milk  house  door,  a silent  witness  of  those  stirring 
days  over  125  years  ago. 

^(V)  George  Hall,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth 


(Smith)  Hall,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Mav 
4>  1735?  was  a well-known  farmer,  and  died  May  24, 
1817 ; he  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  1759  mar- 
ried Charity  Fish,  who  was  born  Sept,  ii,  1733,  and 
died  Feb.  5,  1821.  Their  children  were:  Sarah, 
born  June  17,  1760,  died  Nov.  8,  1813;  Ruth,  born 
Dec.  12,  1761,  died  April  28,  1785  ; Mary  and  Han- 
nah, twins,  born  Dec.  12,  1763,  died  Nov.  ii,  1786, 
and  Dec.  23,  1787,  respectively;  Phebe,  born  Sept. 
3>  1765.  died  Nov.  28,  1815;  William,  born  March 
28,  1767,  died  Aug.  28,  1853;  Isaac,  born  May  17, 

1769,  died  Jan.  ii,  1770;  George,  born  Dec.  ii, 

1770,  died  June  8,  1838;  Stephen,  born  Aug.  15, 

1772,  died  Aug.  27,  1772;  Abigail,  born  Sept.  14, 

1773)  died  April  19,  1836;  Isaac  (2),  born  June  18, 

1775,  died  Jan.  20,  1800;  Parker,  born  Nov.  22, 

1776,  died  March  ii,  1836;  Nancy,  born  Sept.  25, 
1779)  died  Oct.  16,  1786;  David,  born  July  16,  1781, 
died  June  13,  1847. 

(VI)  Judge  David  Hall,  son  of  George  and 
Charity,  born  July  16,  1781,  married,  Jan.  i,  1807, 
Hannah,  born  July  13,  1784,  daughter  of  Robert 
Dennis;  she,  died  April  12,  1868,  and  was  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery.  To  this  union  came  children  as 
follows:  Isaac  Dennis,  born  Nov.  2,  1807;  Darius, 
Jan.  21,  1809;  Harriet  A.,  July  16,  1810;  Jane, 
April  4,  1812;  Edward,  Nov.  27,  1814;  Gardner, 
Oct.  10,  1815  (was  the  father  of  George  Gardner 
Hall,  long  proprietor  of  the  “Adams  House,”  in 
Boston,  and  who . has  a sketch  elsewhere  in  this 
work)  ; Ruth  Dennis,  Nov.  21,  1817;  Robert  Den- 
nis, June  18,  1820;  and  David  Franklin,  Feb.  18. 
1828  (resides  in  California).  David  Hall’s  birth 
occurred  on  the  old  Hall  homestead  in  Portsmouth 
and  he  succeeded  to  its  occupancy.  There  his  life 
was  passed,  and  there  his  family  were  reared  to  be- 
come useful  men  and  women.  He  served  as  a trial 
justice,  and  was  a man  highly  esteemed. 

(VH)  Robert  Dennis  Hall,  son  of  David  and 
Hannah,  was  also  born  on  the  old  homestead  of  his 
forefathers,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  June  18, 
1820.  He  received  his  education  in  private  schools, 
and,  remaining  at  home,  was  reared  to  and  continued 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  assisting  in  his  earlier 
years  his  father,  and  after  the  latter’s  death,  in  1847. 
becoming  by  inheritance  and  purchase  the  owner  of 
the  home  farm.  Mr.  Hall  was  an  experienced  and 
practical  farmer,  and  by  his  care  and  judicious  man- 
agement prospered,  meeting  with  success  in  his  bus- 
iness operations.  His  attention  in  main  was  given 
to  general  farming,  yet  knowing  the  value  of  grow- 
ing vegetables  for  market,  he  also  engaged  -in  that 
line  of  farming  with  good  results.  He  was  one  of 
the  highly  esteemed  and  respected  citizens  of  his 
town,  one  of  its  substantial  men.  He  died  Jan.  7, 
1899,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  family  cemetery. 

Mr.  Hall’s  successful  and  judicious  management 
of  his  own  business  affairs  commended  him  to  his 
fellow-townsmen,  who  deemed  him  a good  man  to 
look  after  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  they 


I2i6 


RHODE  ISLAND 


elected  him  to  various  local  offices,  among  them  to 
that  of  member  of  the  town  council,  in  which  capa- 
city he  served  with  his  characteristic  good  judgment 
for  a number  of  years.  His  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

On  June  1 1,  1856,  iNlr.  Hall  was  married  to  iNIary 
Almy  Cook,  born  Sept.  17,  1831,  daughter  of  Albert 
G.  and  Hannah  (Boyd)  Cook,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. ; 
she  still  resides  on  the  homestead.  The  marriage 
was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : Robert  Den- 
nis, born  iNlay  28,  1857,  is  mentioned  below ; David 
Franklin,  born  Jan.  27,  1859,  married  Abby  Chase, 
and  they  reside  in  Portsmouth ; Hannah  C.,  born 
Sept.  72,  i860,  married  Alfred  G.  Sisson,  and  they 
reside  in  Portsmouth ; Ruth  D.,  born  Oct.  16,  1862, 
is  unmarried,  at  home ; Emma  E.,  horn  Sept.  29, 
1864,  married  Albert  T.  Sisson,  of  Newtonville, 
]\lass. ; Albert  C.,  born  Feb.  7,  1866,  married  Sarah 
D.  Cory,  and  they  reside  in  Portsmouth ; Alice  D., 
born  Dec.  li,  1867,  married  Henry  E.  Sisson,  and 
they  reside  in  Providence ; Isaac  D.  and  William  G. 
botli  died  in  infancy. 

(VHI)  Robert  Dennis  Hall,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of 
Robert  Dennis  and  Alary  Almy  (Cook)  Hall,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  at  Portsmouth,  May  28, 
1857,  and  like  all  farmers’  boys  he  grew  up  on  the 
farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  the  town. 
He  also  spent  two  terms  at  East  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy. At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  left  home  to 
make  his  own  way,  going  to  Boston,  and  there  he 
obtained  a position  as  clerk  with  the  well-known 
firm  of  L.  G.  Burnham  & Co.,  coal  merchants,  which 
later  became  the  nucleus  of  the  Metropolitan  Coal 
Company,  and  with  these  concerns  he  continued 
until  1900,  covering  a period  of  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. Air.  Hall  then  spent  several  months  sojourn- 
ing in  California,  and  upon  his  return  to  Boston  he 
became  a member  of  the  Stetson  Coal  Coiupany 
upon  the  latter’s  organization,  in  1902,  of  which  he 
is  treasurer,  and  in  which  he  is  also  a stockholder 
and  director.  He  makes  his  home  in  Brookline, 
Alass.,  during  the  winter,  and  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L, 
in  the  summer. 

Having  a strong  liking  for  the  old  home  he,  in 
1900,  bought  a tract  of  land  opposite  the  old  home- 
stead in  Portsmouth,  which  was  known  as  the  old 
Watts  farm.  Later  he  added  to  it  the  property 
owned  by  tire  late  J.  Henry  Stoddard,  where  he  has 
made  many  improvements,  not  sparing  expense  in 
beautifying  the  place,  and  fitting  it  up  with  modern 
buildings,  as  well  as  a conservatory.  The  house 
commands  a beautiful  view  of  the  Narragajisett  Bay, 
the  town  of  Bristol,  across  the  Bay,  and  the  Islands 
in  the  Bay. 

Air.  Hall  is  a self-made  man.  having  begun  life 
a poor  hoy.  receiving  hut  five  dollars  jier  week  at 
the  start,  all  of  which  went  for  room  and  board,  hut 
he  resolved  to  succeed,  and  he  can  now  look  hack 
with  pride  on  his  achievements.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  is  a Republican,  hut  not  active  in  party  work, 
his  private  affairs  demanding  all  his  attention.  He 


is  modest  and  unassuming,  genial  and  charitable. 
He  has  a marked  fondness  for  dogs,  horses  and 
poultry. 

On  Oct.  6,  1886,  in  Newtonville,  Alass.,  Air. 
Hall  was  married  to  Sarah  Howland  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Alass.,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph E.  and  Anne  Elizabeth  (Swift)  ^mith.  They 
have  one  child,  Sarah  Dennis  Hall.  ^ 

ANGELL  (line  of  Lemuel  Angell  of  North 
Providence).  Lemuel  Angell  was  a descendant  in 
the  sixth  generation  of  Thomas  Angell,  the 
founder  of  the  Angell  family  in  Rhode  Island. 

(I)  Thomas  Angell  was  born  about  1618,  and 
came  to  America,  with  or  about  the  same  time  as 
Roger  Williams.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Providence,  but  being  less  than  twenty-one  years 
of  age  when  Roger  M’illiams  divided  the  land  that 
he  bought  from  the  Indians,  was  omitted  from  that 
division.  He  received  his  share  later,  after  he  be- 
came of  lawful  age,  and  seems  to  have  lived  in 
peculiarly  intimate  relations  with  Roger  Williams. 

(H)  John  Angell,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Ruth,  the  daughter  of  William  Field,  and  resided 
in  Providence. 

(III)  Hope  Angell,  son  of  John,  w'as  born  in 
1685,  and  he  lived  in  what  is  now  North  Provi- 
dence. He  was  admitted  a freeman  of  the  Colony 
Alay  6,  1712,  and  he  died  Feb.  ii,  1759.  His  wife 
was  Lydia  Olney,  and  one  of  their  children  was  • 
Abiah  Angell. 

(IV)  Abiah  Angell,  son  of  Hope,  was  the  owner 
of  large  areas  of  land  in  Smithfield  and  some  in 
North  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  married 
Freelove  Smith,  and  one  of  their  children  was 
Benjamin  Angell. 

(V)  Benjamin  Angell  was  born  in  North 

Providence,  Alarch  9,  lyfo,  but  when  a young  man, 
he  went  to  w'hat  is  now  Sunapee,  New  Hampshire, 
and  worked  as  a farmer  for  his  brother  Gideon, 
who  had  previously  settled  in  that  town.  He  later 
returned  to  Rhode  Island,  engaging  in  farming  in 
North  Providence,  and  in  Smithfield.  He  married 
Lydia  Benchly  (who  was  born  Jan.  14,  1760,  and 
died  Alay  12,  1831)  and  he  died  Sept.  28,  1826.  To 
Benjamin  and  Lydia  Angell  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  (i)  Lemuel  Angell  was  born  Oct.  il, 
1782.  (2)  George  Angell,  born  Alarch  24,  1785, 

died  Feb.  18,  1827.  He  was  a graduate  of  Brown 
Fhiiversity,  and  a Baptist  clergyman,  and  his  only 
representative  is  his  son  George  T.  Angell,  of  Bos- 
ton, the  well-known  champion  of  dumb  animals 
and  other  philanthropies.  (3)  Pardon  Angell,  born 
Alay  12,  1788,  died  Dec.  27,  1789.  (4)  Christopher 
Angell.  born  Sept.  16,  1790.  died  Alay  12,  1842, 
childless.  (5)  Harriet  Angell,  born  Alay  20,  1794, 
married  Josejih  B.  Hawkins,  and  resided  for  some 
years  in  North  Providence,  later  removing  to  Paw- 
tucket, where  she  died  Feb.  24,  1869.  Her  children 
were:  (a)  Eliza  A.,  born  in  1815,  married  Ed- 
ward B.  Harrington,  and  lived  in  Pawtucket, 
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■where  her  death  occurred  Oct.  15,  1886.  He  died 
Aug.  17,  1876.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Frances  H.,  born  in  1835,  who 
married  Nathaniel  D.  Thurber,  and  lives  in  Provi- 
dence, childless ; Almira  E.,  born  in  1837,  who  died 
unmarried  Jan.  25,  1895 ; Miss  Sarah  C.,  born  in 
1842;  and  Harriet  E.,  born  in  1848,  who  died  July 
23,  1863.  (b)  Henry,  born  in  1818,  died  in  Paw- 

tucket from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  while  at 
work  in  a factory,  (c)  Desire,  born  in  1820,  mar- 
ried Kimball  Aldrich,  lived  in  Pawtucket,  and  there 
died.  Their  only  child  died  in  infancy,  (d)  Al- 
bert, born  in  1822,  was  engaged  in  the  market  busi- 
ness first  at  Pawtucket,  and  later  at  Providence, 
and  died  in  the  latter  place  June  6,  1868.  He  mar- 
ried Julia  Bourn,  and  they  had  two  children : Juli- 
anna, who  married  W.  Harry  Gibbs,  and  had  four 
children,  of  whom  two  survive:  Harriet  (wife 
of  Warren  E.  Arnold)  and  Arthur  C.  (of  Provi- 
dence) ; and  Mary  E.,  who  married  Dr.  Clarence  T. 
Gardner,  and  died  in  Providence,  the  mother  of  one 
son.  Dr.  Clarence  H.  Gardner.  (6)  Almira  Angell, 
born  Oct.  28,  1802,  died  June  22,  1870,  the  wife  of 
Hiram  L.  Howard  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island 
(who  died  May  7,  1883).  Their  only  child  Hattie, 
wife  of  D.  Eerdinand  Read,  was  born  in  1840,  and 
she  died  March  26,  1864,  at  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Is- 
land, childless. 

(VI)  Lemuel  Angell  was  born  Oct.  ii,  1782, 
and  lived  all  his  life  in  what  is  now  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  where  he  died  Nov.  24,  1872.  He 
was  married  Dec.  3,  1810,  to  Sally  Smith,  who  was 
born  Eeb.  20,  1781,  and  who  died  Eeb.  15,  1836, 
daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Ereelove  Smith. 
Nehemiah  Smith  was  born  May  12,  1731., 

son  of  Hezekiah  and  Rachel  (Brown)  Smith, 
and  he  died  Oct.  7,  1813.  Ereelove  Smith,  his  wife, 
a daughter  of  Col.  William  Smith,  was  born  Feb. 
17,  1842,  and  died  March  23,  1818. 

From  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Lemuel 
Angell’s  home  was  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his 
father-in-law  in  North  Providence  (where  Fred- 
erick Winsor  now  resides)  and  Nehemiah  Smith 
and  his  wife  are  both  buried  there.  It  is  very 
doubtful  what  facilities  ^Ir.  Angell  had  for  get- 
ting an  education  in  any  school,  for  as  late  as  the 
spring  of  1847  his  own  report  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  public  schools  of  North  Providence 
included  almost  all  of  what  is  now  Pawtucket,  and 
a large  area  now  included  in  Providence.  He  then 
reports,  when  sixty  years  of  age,  only  $2854.92 
are  available  for  educating  2120  children,  or  as  he 
states  it  “about  one  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents 
for  each  child, — a sum  in  the  opinion  of  the  school 
committee  manifestly  inadequate  to  the  educational 
wants  of  the  town.”  He  never  had  a dozen  book's 
in  his  home  at  a time,  and  only  one  newspaper,  and 
each  of  his  daughters  went  to  a “Dame’s  School” 
because  the  public  schools  were  not  at  that  time 
considered  fit  places  for  girls  to  attend.  This  re- 
77 


port  gives  us  a splendid  specimen  of  terse  and  vig- 
orous language,  and  it  contains  a long  list  of  ex- 
tremely practical  suggestions  or  recommendations. 
It  is  permeated  throughout  with  faith  in  the  advan- 
tages of  education,  and  a keen  perception  of  the 
best  means  to  accomplish  the  results  that  he  hopes 
and  labors  for.  It  has  the  flavor  of  Horace  Mann 
and  Henry  Barnard,  for  he  is  not  merely  “up  to 
date”  at  that  time,  but  up  to  the  present,  or  even 
ahead  of  it.  Think  of  a man  more  than  sixty  years 
of  age  inviting  the  increase  of  the  taxes  of  himself 
and  of  two  of  his  children  by  such  a sentence  as 
this : “A  good  district  library  can  be  obtained  at 
a very  small  expense,  and  we  hope  that  no  district 
will  long  be  without  one,”  and  again,  “In  this  matter 
we  cannot  if  we  would,  remain  stationary ; we  shall 
inevitably  go  backward  if  we  do  not  progress.”  He 
must  have  been  a close  observer  of  men  and  affairs, 
and  studious  in  temperament,  for  he  developed  un- 
usual business  capacity.  He  was  an  auctioneer  and 
a land  surveyor  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but 
added  to  those  occupations,  drawing  deeds,  mort- 
gages and  similar  documents,  and  especially  such 
as  related  to  the  division  of  estates.  He  was  for 
many  years  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  some  years 
a trial  justice,  and  served  two  terms  in  the  General 
Assembly.  He  had  a great  facility  for  attracting 
people  to  himself,  retaining  their  confidence,  and 
influencing  their  conduct.  His  integrity  in  business 
transactions  was  universally  conceded  throughout, 
and  his  business  career  did  not  end  until  after  he 
had  completed  his  ninetieth  year.  He  was  endowed 
with  excellent  judgment  in  business  matters,  and 
he  acquired  an  accurate  knowledge  of  legal  princi- 
ples. As  he  was  naturally  a peace  maker,  he  for 
many  years  was  as  useful  and  as  well  known  a 
citizen  as  his  town  contained.  Lemuel  and  Sally 
Angell  had  children  and  descendants  as  follows : 

(1)  William  B.  Angell,  born  March  16,  1812, 
died  Oct.  3,  1817. 

(2)  Pardon  Angell,  born  June  22,  1814,  mar- 
ried in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  March  30-31,  1836,  Mary 
Ann  Angell,  who  died  April  29,  1881.  Pardon 
Angell  came  to  Greenville  when  a very  young  man, 
and  commenced  his  business  career  there  as  a 
wheelwright,  as  carriage  and  wagon  makers  were 
then  called.  His  first  shop  had  no  machinery  ex- 
cept a turning  lathe  that  was  used  to  prepare 
spokes  for  the  wheels.  This  machine  was  operated 
by  a horse  that  walked  about  it  in  a circle.  Later, 
he  bought  a larger  shop  nearly  opposite  the  Bank  at 
Greenville,  and  here  he  had  water  power,  and  by  it 
operated  a few  saws  and  lathes.  Besides  being  for 
about  thirty  years  proprietor  of  this  business,  he 
was  the  village  undertaker,  a director  of  the  bank, 
president  of  the  town  council  and  court  of  Probate, 
and  prominent  in  the  Free  Baptist  Church.  His 
children  were:  (a)  Thomas  L.,  born  Nov.  10, 
1837,  a graduate  of  Brown  University,  formerly 
Principal  of  Lapham  Institute  at  North  Scituate, 
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R.  L,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  a Professor  in 
Bates  College  at  Lewiston.  iNlaine,  married,  July 
3T.  1862,  Emily  Brown  (born  Xov.  22,  1835. 

Dec.  23.  1901)  and  their  only  child  Mary  F.  (wife 
of  Charles  H.  Lincoln,  of  Washington.  D.  C.)  was 
born  July  29,  1868.  (b)  George  W.,  born  June  5. 

1840.  died  Dec.  5.  1840.  (c)  Francis  INF,  born 

June  7,  1843,  Aug.  3.  1843.  (^0  Josephine  F., 

born  July  12,  1845,  niarried  July  12,  1866,  John  M. 
Steere.  who  died  Dec.  22.  1868.  (e)  Rufus  J., 

born  April  12,  1848,  married  (first)  Oct.  4,  1871, 
Ruth  E.  Andrews,  had  six  children — Harry  Rufus 
(born  Sept.  26,  1872,  married  Harriett  Sibley), 
Ruth  Bertha  (born  Aug.  26,  1875),  i\Iary  Winona 
(born  i\larch  16.  1877,  wife  of  Charles  Whitaker), 
Thomas  Caleb  (born  Sept.  15,  1878),  Fred  Walter 
(born  Jan.  5,  1880,  married  Bertha  W'ade)  and 
Crawford  (born  Jan.  18,  1885,  died  Feb.  27,  1885). 
He  married  (second),  Aug.  16,  1890,  Charlotte  M. 
Butler,  and  died  Dec.  i,  1904,  leaving  besides  the 
six  children  of  the  first  marriage  two  by  the  second 
— Ethel  J.  (born  March  23,  1900)  and  Albert  J. 
(born  July  ii,  1905).  (f)  Orra  A.,  born  Dec.  25, 

1849,  Dec.  5,  1851.  (g)  Orra  A.  (2)  was  born 
Oct.  29,  1853. 

(3)  Sally  Ann  Angell.  born  Sept.  8,  1816,  died 
at  Greenville  Feb.  17,  1883.  She  was  married, 
March  30.  1836,  to  William  Tohey  (born  June  20, 
1810.  and  died  at  Greenville  Feb.  18,  1894).  In 
early  life  i\lr.  Tobey  was  a blacksmith,  but  for 
many  years  was  a storekeeper  and  postmaster.  He 
was  extremely  kind  and  universally  beloved 
throughout  his  life.  He  was  one  of  the  group  of 
people  driven  out  of  the  Free  Bajitist  Church  at 
Greenville  (in  which  he  was  then  owner  of  a pew) 
by  a mob  of  his  neighbors,  because  they  were  hold- 
ing an  anti-slavery  meeting.  To  ]\Ir.  and  iNlrs. 
Tobey  were  born  the  following  children:  (a)  Oscar 
A.,  born  Jan.  10.  1837.  has  been  town  clerk  and  clerk 
of  the  Probate  Court  of  Smithfield  ever  since  the 
present  town  was  organized  in  1872,  and  post- 
master and  proprietor  of  the  village  store  for  many 
years.  He  was  married  June  12,  1861,  to  Addie 
Brown,  born  iMarch  15.  1837,  and  they  have  had 
four  children:  Jessie  H.,  born  April  28,  1862, 
married  Henry  F.  Smith,  and  has  two  children, 
Harold  T.  (born  Sept.  6,  1887)  and  Helen  Sumner 
(born  June  23.  1893)  ; William  Edgar,  born  Dec. 
16,  1863  ; Charles  Sumner,  born  Jan.  6,  1866,  died 
Xov.  29.  1887;  and  Jennie  Lester,  born  June  8, 
1874.  (b)  Sarah  Amanda,  born  Sept.  15,  1839, 

died  July  31.  1861.  On  Sept.  15-  1S57.  she  married 
Ethan  C.  Thornton  (now  deceased),  and  their  oidy 
•child.  Leland  A.  'Fhornton,  born  i\larch  24,  1861, 
married  Xov.  15,  1888.  Edna  L.  Allen,  and  has 
two  children,  Ethel  A.  (born  Se])t.  25,  1891)  and 
Marion  L.  (born  Feb.  4,  1894).  (c)  William  H., 

born  Sept.  15,  1842,  married  Dec.  24,  1866,  Emma 
1'.  Cooke,  born  Xov.  15,  1846,  and  they  have  had 
five  children : Robert  Irving,  born  April  2,  1870, 
niarried  Fima  Yardley,  and  has  one  son  Henry 


Irving;  Harold  Y’ilson,  born  Xov.  5,  1872,  died 
March  6.  1880;  George  Angell,  born  Jan.  ii,  1876, 
niarried  Florence  E.  Alillett,  and  has  one  son,  Nor- 
man ; Edith  i\Iay,  born  July  31,  1879.  died  March 
19.  1880;  and  Ethel  Sarah,  born  April  24,  1881, 
married  James  M.  King,  and  their  only  child, 
Janet  T.,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months.  Wil- 
liam H.  Tobey  has  been  employed  by  the  Lonsdale 
Company  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  now  holds 
a very  creditable  and  important  position  in  their 
business,  (d)  Ellen  F.,  born  Aug.  3,  1844,  married 
(jeorge  A.  Southwick,  and  has  one  son  Oscar  How- 
ard Southwick,  born  May  27,  1866,  who  married 
Jan.  26,  1888,  Rena  B.  Fuller,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Willett  T.  (born  Aug.  23,  1888)  and  Earl 
Fuller  (born  Jan.  15,  1894).  (e)  James  Edwin, 

born  Oct.  18,  1848,  died  July  28,  1891.  He 
was  a graduate  of  Lapham  Institute,  and  of  the 
medical  department  of  Harvard  University.  In 
the  few  years  of  his  practice  as  a physician,  he 
showed  a fine  adaptation  to  his  profession  and 
marked  ability.  He  was  married  Xov.  26,  1882.  to 
Frances  Wig)itman,  but  had  no  children. 

(4)  George  W.  Angell,  born  March  31,  1818, 
died  May  19,  1905.  In  his  early  years  he  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and  worked  at  Greenville 
for  a short  time,  and  then  for  about  a dozen  years, 
or  until  about  1843,  Fruit  Hill.  R.  I.  From 
that  date  until  near  the  date  of  his  death  he  was 
engaged  in  the  milk  business  and  farming.  He  was 
a man  of  considerable  business  ability,  and  had  a 
charming  and  refined  personality.  In  his  later 
years  he  was  the  ideal  of  a delightful  aged  person. 
Pie  was  married  Xov.  12,  1840,  to  his  first  wife. 
Emily  Mann,  who  was  born  May  6.  1821,  and  who 
died  May  9,  1848,  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Henry  J.,  born  Oct.  2,  1841,  died  Xov.  16.  1869. 
Thomas  William,  horn  Feb.  ii,  1843,  married  July 
23.  1865,  Ellen  R.  Eddy;  he  is  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  was  formerly  a grocer,  but  his 
principal  business  now  is  the  care  and  management 
of  estates.  Mr.  George  W.  Angell  married,  (sec- 
ond) Oct.  Ti,  1849,  Mary  J.  Manchester  (born 
Xov.  19,  1821,  died  Dec.  26,  1902).  To  this  mar- 
riage three  children  were  born  : George  Herbert, 
born  June  20,  1853.  died  Sept,  i,  1858;  Infant,  born 
June  2,  i860,  died  June  8,  i860;  and  Infant,  born 
May  8,  1864,  died  June  8,  1864. 

(5)  Eben  S.  Angell,  born  April  9.  1820,  died 
April  27,  1898.  During  the  business  portion  of  his 
life  he  lived  at  Greenville,  but  during  his  last  years 
shared  the  homes  of  his  children.  He  was  a quiet, 
unobtrusive  man  of  most  excellent  character,  and 
much  respected  by  his  acquaintances. 

“Such  was  our  friend,  built  on  the  good  old  plan 
A true  and  brave  and  downright  honest  man.” 

On  Se])t.  22,  1844,  he  married  Abby  F.  Thomp- 
son. who  was  born  Oct.  i,  1825,  and  died  March 
6.  1887.  She  was  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Jofin  Thompson,  who  came  to  Plym- 
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outh,  Mass.,  soon  after  the  ‘Afayflower’’  arrived, 
and  in  another  line  she  was  a lineal  descendant  of 
Myles  Standish  and  Priscilla  (Mullins)  Alden, 
through  the  marriage  of  Alexander  Standish  (a 
son  of  INIyles)  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Pris- 
cilla Alden.  Their  children  were:  (a)  Louis  L., 
born  April  22,  1850,  • married,  Jan.  i,  1883,  Han- 
nah A.  F.  Peckham,  born  July  23,  i860,  eldest 
daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  Clarke  Peckham  re- 
ferred to  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Louis  L.  Angell 
was  educated  at  Lapham  Institute  and  at  the  law 
department  of  Union  University  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  in  June,  1876,  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in 
the  Courts  of  Rhode  Island  and  also  in  the  United 
States  Courts.  Since  December,  1888,  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  law  firm  of  Cooke  & Angell. 
While  his  practice  may  be  called  general,  his 
preferences  are  probate  law  and  office  practice.  In 
politics  he  is,  and  always  has  been,  independent. 
He  has  never  sought  political  positions,  but  served 
one  year  as  president  of  the  town  council  and  court 
of  Probate  of  the  town  of  Johnston.  He  holds 
several  positions  as  trustee  in  important  matters, 
and  has  been  a successful  man.  His  children  were : 
Helen,  born  July  24,  1886,  died  same  day;  Edith 
P.,  born  ]\Iay  19,  1888;  and  Louis  \\'.  (b)  Abby 

M.,  born  November  19,  1852,  married  April  20, 
1881,  Frederick  Winsor,  a successful  man  and  a 
well  known  resident  of  North  Providence,  Rhode 
Island. 

(6)  Harriet  Newell  Angell,  born  x\pril  20, 
1822,  died  July  16,  1881.  On  March  28,  1844,  she 
was  married  to  Zalmon  A.  Olney,  who  was  re- 
ported “missing”  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  in 
December,  1862.  On  Oct.  12,  1870,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  John  P.  Dawley,  who  is  now  deceased.  No 
children  were  born  by  her  second  marriage,  but 
she  had  two  by  the  first,  namely:  (a)  George  E., 
born  Sept.  19,  1845,  married  Oct.  12,  1865,  Ann  E. 
Mathewson,  and  children  as  follows  have  been 
born  to  them:  George  W.,  born  Sept.  25,  1866; 
Henry  L.,  July  29,  1868;  Alonzo  E.,  Jan.  30,  1871 
(died  July  16,  1871);  Lizzie  E.,  Aug.  10,  1872; 
Harold  S.,  April  4,  1874  (died  April  21,  1893)  ; 
Milton  G.,  Sept.  20,  1876;  Hattie  L.,  July  29,  1880; 
Cynthia.  Feb.  12,  1882;  Charles  B..  May  22.  1884; 
and  Ruth  E.,  Eeb.  24,  1892.  (b)  Emma  A.,  born 

Aug.  23,  1853,  niarried,  Eeb.  8,  1870,  James  V. 
Dawley. 

JAMES  HARRISON  ANDREW,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Central  Ealls,  R.  I.,  who 
died  Jan.  10,  1906,  at  his  home.  No.  10  Jenks  street, 
was  for  a number  of  years  a leader  in  business  and 
political  circles  in  the  city.  Mr.  Andrew  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Feb.  14,  1835,  son  of  John  and 
Ann  Harrison  Andrew'. 

Richard  Andrew,  James  Harrison’s  grandfather, 
was  a friend  and  companion  of  Robert  Burns,  the 
poet,  and  Flaes’  Mill  at  Ayr,  of  which  Richard  An- 
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drew'  was  proprietor,  is  mentioned  in  one  of  Burns’ 
poems. 

John  Andrew,  father  of  James  H.,  was  born  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  in  1804,  and  died  in  Providence 
in  1846.  He  came  to  the  United  States  about  1826, 
settling  in  New'  York  City,  whence  he  removed  after 
a short  period  to  Providence.  Here  he  started  in 
the  hardw'are  business,  opening  a store  on  North 
Main  street,  and  in  this  business  he  was  successfully 
engaged  until  his  death.  During  the  Dorr  war  he 
w'as  an  active  supporter  of  the  popular  cause,  planted 
a cannon  on  Constitution  Hill  to  defend  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Dorrites,  and  was  one  of  those  arrested 
and  imprisoned  for  taking  part  in  the  afifair.  He 
married  Ann  Harrison,  born  in  1810,  in  London, 
England,  who  died  Jan.  15,  1890,  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  James  H.,  at  Central  Falls.  These  children 
w'ere  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Andrew:  Jane,  wddow 
of  Alfred  Woodward,  resides  in  Providence;  John, 
who  died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  was  for  a number  of 
years  superintendent  of  the  Chelsea,  Mass.,  gas 
works ; Robert  w'as  drow'iied  in  Providence  at  the 
age  of  eight  years ; Mary’died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  James  H. ; and  Isabelle  married  William 
Rice,  of  Providence,  in  which  city  both  died. 

James  Harrison  Andrew'  received  his  education 
in  the  school  of  his  native  city,  and  in  1850  went  to 
work  for  the  Providence  Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Com- 
pany, continuing  with  that  company  until  1857,  when 
he  came  to  Paw'tucket  and  assumed  charge  of  the 
manufacturing  department  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas 
Company.  He  remained  in  this  position  until  1866, 
w'hen  he  associated  himself  with  Robert  Alexander 
on  Mill  street,  in  the  steam  and  gas  piping  business. 
In  1871  he  purchased  Mr.  Alexander’s  interest  and 
took  in  David  L.  Fales,  his  brother-in-law',  as  a 
partner.  They  then  bought  the  Rhode  Island  Steam 
Heating  Company,  on  East  avenue,  removed  their 
original  business  to  that  establishment  and  began 
operating  under  the  name  of  the  Pawtucket  Steam 
& Gas  Pipe  Company.  In  June,  1890,  the  company 
was  incorporated  and  carried  on  business  at  the  old 
location,  No.  32  East  avenue,  until  in  1903,  in  which 
year  the  business  was  sold  to  Alessrs.  John  A. 
Arnold.  G.  B.  Allen,  E.  D.  Anthony  and  others,  who 
are  still  continuing  the  business  under  the  same 
name.  Mr.  Andrew  had  been  president  from  the 
time  of  organization  until  he  sold  out  his  interests, 
after  which  time  until  his  death  he  w'as  not  actively 
engaged  in  business. 

]\Ir.  Andrew'  was  a Republican,  and  had  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  affairs  in  Central  Ealls. 
where  he  lived.  He  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
fire-wards  of  the  town  of  Lincoln  for  tw'enty  years, 
and  was  its  president  for  eight  years  ; was  one  of  the 
town  council  for  some  years,  and  president  two 
years ; and  was  sewer  commissioner  for  tw'O  years. 
He  W'as  one  of  the  committee  of  seven  w'hich  pre- 
pared the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Central  Falls. 
Mr.  Andrew  was  a Universalist  in  religion.  He 
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was  a Free  ]Mason,  a Knight  Templar,  a member  of 
the  iMystic  Shrine,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  the  American  ^Mechanics. 

On  Jan.  24,  1866,  Mr.  Andrew  was.  united  in 
marriage  to  Robie  A.  Tales,  born  Nov.  21,  1838,  in 
Central  Falls,  daughter  of  the  late  James  Gillmore 
and  iMaria  (Aldrich)  P'ales,  of  Central  Falls.  A 
record  of  the  Tales  family — one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tled in  New  England — will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Andrew  were  born 
three  children:  James  Everett;  Aland  Tales,  at 
home,  unmarried ; and  Alarie  Ethel,  who  was  mar- 
ried Oct.  30,  1901,  to  Sanford  A.  Alaxcy,  of  Central 
F'alls.  James  H.  Andrew  was  possessed  of  a genial, 
social  manner,  and  was  a man  who  won  and  kept 
many  warm  friends.  He  was  a kind  and  consider- 
ate husband  and  an  indulgent  father.  In  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Central  Falls,  Jan.  10,  1906,  that 
city  lost  one  of  its  useful  and  representative  citizens. 

James  Everett  Andrew,  only  son  of  the  late 
James  H.  and  Robie  A.  (Tales)  Andrew,  was  born 
June  23,  1868,  in  Central  Falls.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  then  went  to  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  at  Providence,  where  he  spent  a year  as  a 
student.  On  leaving  school  he  became  stenographer 
in  the  office  of  \V.  F.  and  F.  C.  Sayles,  Pawtucket, 
and  he  continued  in  this  capacity  for  six  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pawtucket  Steam  & Gas  Pipe  Company.  When  this 
corporation  was  incorporated  in  June,  1890,  Air. 
Andrew  was  given  an  interest  in  the  corporation, 
and  was  elected  secretary,  a position  which  he  held 
until  his  death,  July  12,  1903,  at  his  summer  home  at 
Touiset,  Rhode  Island. 

Air.  Andrew  was  a stanch  Rei^ublican,  and  when 
Central  Falls  became  a city  in  1895  he  was  elected 
auditor,  filling  this  position  until  July,  1900.  He 
also  represented  his  native  city  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State.  Air.  Andrew  was  prominent 
in  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  holding  membership  in 
Barney  Alerry  Lodge,  No.  29;  Pawtucket  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  4,  of  which  he  was  captain  of  the 
Host ; Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  R.  & S.  AI.,  in 
which  he  was  deputy  master ; Holy  Sepulchre  Com- 
mandery.  No.  8,  Knights  Templar;  Palestine  Tem- 
ple, Nobles  of  the  Alystic  Shrine,  of  Providence ; 
and  the  Providence  Consistory,  thirty-second  de- 
gree of  Alasonry.  Air.  Andrew  was  also  a member 
of  various  social  and  pleasure  organizations. 

On  Oct.  22,  1890,  Air.  James  Everett  Andrew 
was  married  to  Alary  J.  Booth,  daughter  of  John 
P>ooth,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  namely:  John  Percival,  born 
Nov.  9,  1891,  and  Aladeline  Frances,  born  Sept.  30, 
1895,  who  with  their  widowed  mother,  make  their 
home  in  Central  Falls.  Air.  Andrew  was  one  of  the 
leading  young  business  men  of  the  city.  He  was 
])opular  throughout  Central  Falls,  and  fiis  death  was 
a sad  blow  not  only  to  his  immediate  family,  but  to 
a large  circle  of  warm  friends. 


JOHN  BOOTH,  one  of  the  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Central  Falls,  and  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  the  Pawtucket  Spinning  Ring 
Company,  which  business  he  founded,  was  born 
Alarch  2,  1845,  Lancashire,  England. 

W’illiam  Booth  was  born  in  England,  and  in 
his  native  country  learned  the  trade  of  mule-spin- 
ner, an  occupation  which  he  followed  after  coming 
to  America  and  settling  in  Alillbury,  Alass.,  in 
1848.  After  a short  period  he  went  to  Worcester, 
Alass.,  and  from  there  to  Hamlet,  near  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  Air.  Booth’s  next  change  was  to  the 
Grosvenor  Dale  Alills,  at  Grosvernor  Dale,  Conn. 
After  spending  several  years  at  his  trade  iif  the 
latter  place  he  went  to  Fall  River,  Alass.,  and  then 
removed  to  Central  Falls,  where  the  later  years  of 
his  life  were  spent.  In  1857  he  retired  from  active 
business,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Central  Falls 
in  the  fall  of  1865.  Air.  Booth  was  of  an  inventive 
turn,  and  made  many  improvements  on  mule-spin- 
ning machines,  both  in  his  own  and  in  this  country. 
He  was  a quiet,  unostentatious  man,  but  possessed 
a kindly,  genial  manner  which  won  for  him  many 
friends. 

William  Booth  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  wife  had  children  as  follows:  William; 
James;  Joseph,  of  Austin,  Texas;  Lavina,  of  Alal- 
den,  Alass.,  and  Sarah.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Airs.  Alary  Broome,  a widow,  who  passed  away 
in  Central  Falls  in  1892,  aged  eighty-one  years. 
The  only  child  of  this  union  was  John. 

John  Booth  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents  when  he  was  but  three  years  old,  and  he 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Grosvenor 
Dale.  When  but  eight  years  of  age  he  commenced 
work  in  the  Hamlet  Alill,  and  he  later  worked  in 
the  Grosvenor  Dale  Aljll,  going  thence  to  the 
Pocasset  Alills,  at  Fall  River,  Alass.,  where  he 
remained  a short  time.  During  the  time  he  was 
engaged  as  an  employe  in  the  various  mills  Air. 
Booth  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade,  and  on  coming  to  Central  Falls, 
R.  L,  took  a contract  as  machinist  on  top  rolls, 
spinning  rings,  hydrants  and  fire  department  sup- 
plies with  the  Tales  & Jenks  Alachine  Company, 
in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  many  years,  em- 
ploying a- force  of  twenty  mechanics.  Air.  Booth 
resigned  this  ])Osition  in  1888,  in  which  year  he 
founded  the  Pawtucket  Spinning  Ring  Company, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  thriving  industries  of  the 
city.  In  1902  the  business  was  incorporated  with 
a capital  stock  of  $30,000,  and  with  the  following 
officers : A.  P.  Alartin,  president ; John  Booth, 
treasurer  and  general  manager ; John  A.  AIcAllen, 
secretary.  Largely  through  Air.  Booth’s  business- 
like management  this  firm  has  prospered  greatly, 
and  is  now  counted  among  the  substantial,  solid 
institutions  of  the  section.  The  business  gives  em- 
ployment to  about  twenty  skilled  mechanics,  and 
has  a large  and  rapidly  increasing  trade. 

Air.  Booth  is  a popular  member  of  the  Alasonic 
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fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Jenks  Lodge, 
No.  24,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Central  Falls;  Pawtucket 
Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; Pawtucket  Council, 
No.  2,  R.  & S.  M. ; Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery, 
No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  Pawtucket;  and  Palestine  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Providence.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  4,  K.  P.,  of 
Central  Falls.  During  the  days  of  the  volunteer 
fire  department  Mr.  Booth  was  for  a number  of 
years  an  active  member  of  the  Pacific  Engine  Com- 
pany, and  now  holds  membership  in  the  Veterans’ 
Association  of  Central  Falls.  He  is  a stanch,  earn- 
est Republican  in  political  matters,  and  although 
he  has  never  sought  office  has  served  for  a period 
of  six  years  as  member  of  the  board  of  public 
works  of  Central  Falls,  during  which  time  he  was 
for  two  years  president  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Booth  has  been  thrice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Frances  Avery,  daughter  of  Giles 
Avery,  and  three  children  blessed  this  union ; 
Edith,  who  died  young ; a son  who  died  in  infancy ; 
and  Mary  J.,  widow  of  James  Everett  Andrew, 
of  Central  Falls.  Mr.  Andrew  was  secretary  of  the 
Pawtucket  Steam  and  Gas  Pipe  Company,  and 
died  July  12,  1903,  at  his  summer  home  in  Touis- 
set,  R.  I.,  aged  thirty-five  years,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, who  reside  with  their  mother  at  Central  Falls : 
John  Percival,  born  Nov.  9,  1891,  and  Madeline 
Frances,  born  Sept.  30,  1895. 

Mr.  Booth’s  second  marriage  was  to  Etta  Win- 
terbottom,  daughter  of  James  Winterbottom.  No 
children  were  born  to  this  union.  Mr.  Booth’s 
third  marriage  was  to  Mary  A.  Reynolds,  daughter 
of  the  late  Benjamin  A.  and  Ann  Eliza  (Griffin) 
Reynolds,  of  Central  Falls. 

]Mr.  Booth  is  very  fond  of  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing and  is  very  proficient  in  the  use  of  the  rod  and 
gun.  He  is  a member  of  Camp  Comfort  Club,  of 
Moosehead  Lake,  Maine,  and  for  the  past  fifteen 
years  has  made  semi-annual  trips  to  that  State,  the 
spring  trip  being  in  quest  of  the  wily  trout  and  sal- 
mon, and  the  fall  sojourn  to  search  for  the  game 
of  the  forest.  Mr.  Booth  has  many  highly-prized 
trophies  of  these  expeditions  and  has  shot  several 
moose,  in  the  killing  of  which  he  has  had  some 
exciting  experiences.  He  is  popular  with  a large 
circle  of  warm  friends,  and  he  is  held  in  esteem 
by  the  community  in  which  he  has  lived  for  nearly 
fifty  years. 

SAYER.  The  Sayer  family  has  been  a contin- 
uous one  in  Newport  county  since  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  Sayer,  Sayers  or  Sayre  has 
been  a New  England  name  since  the  very  early 
Colonial  period.  It  was  Robert  Sayers  who  was 
master  of  the  ship  “Mary  and  John,”  of  London, 
which  came  over  in  1634. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  Newport  county  family 
of  Sayer  begin  in  the  town  of  Tiverton  in  1707,  and 
in  Newport  in  1740.  These  records  in  part  follow, 
and  from  that  period  is  traced  the  genealogy  of  sev- 


eral of  Newport’s  leading  families,  men  and  women 
prominent  in  its  social  life  and  citizenship. 

(I)  Joshua  Sayer,  son  of  Joshua  Sayer,  of 
Deal,  England,  came  to  America  in  1727,  settling  in 
Newport.  On  Sept.  25,  1740,  he  married  Anstress 
(or  Anstiss)  Almy,  and  their  children  of  Newport 
record  were : Abigail,  born  July  8,  1741  ; Benjamin, 
Feb.  10,  1745;  Anstress,  Sept.  23,  1747;  Ann,  Dec. 
7,  1749;  Elizabeth,  April  18,  1753;  Lewis,  Aug.  6, 
1755;  Mary,  baptized  Nov.  19,  1758.  All  of 
these  were  baptized  in  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  Newport.  The  mother  of  these,  then  the 
widow  of  Deacon  Joshua,  died  Oct.  4,  1790. 

(H)  Benjamin  Sayer,  son  of  Joshua,  was  born 
Feb.  10,  1745.  He  married,  Oct.  17,  1762,  Sarah 
James,  of  Newport,  and  their  children  of  Newport 
public  record  were:  Peter,  born  Feb.  27,  1764; 
Joshua,  July  3,  1765;  Anstress,  baptized  Jan.  15, 
1769;  Benjamin,  baptized  March  17,  1771;  James 
S.,  baptized  Oct.  19,  1773;  Sarah,  baptized  July  7, 
1776;  and  Betsey  and  Nancy  Jane  (twins),  baptized 
Oct.  18,  1781. 

brom  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  on 
through  and  after  the  Revolution,  members  of  the 
Sayer  family  are  frequently  of  record  in  Newport 
in  official  capacity.  Maj.  Benjamin  A.  Sayer,  in 
1746,  held  such  rank  in  the  Rhode  Island  Horse 
Guards,  and  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  that  organiza- 
tion in  1747.  Capt.  Sayer  was  an  officer  in  Col. 
Elliott’s  regiment  in  1776,  in  the  Revolution.  Joshua 
Sayer  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1748,  and  he 
figured  prominently  in  the  military  organizations  of 
Newport  county  (was  captain  of  a Newport  com- 
pany in  July,  1746,  at  the  time  of  the  expedition 
against  Canada),  and  occasionally  Joshua,  Jr.,  from 
1767,  and  constantly  in  commission  through  the 
Revolution.  Joseph  Sayer  was  a lieutenant,  and 
Lewis  midshipman  in  1778,  on  the  “Black  Snake.” 
Benjamin  Sayer  was  commissioned  a justice  of  the 
peace  from  Newport  county  in  1795-96-97. 

(HI)  Joshua  Sayer,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
July  3,  1765,  and  was  a seafaring  man,  and  for 
many  years  was  in  command  of  a vessel  of  Havre, 
France.  He  was  later  master  of  a frigate,  which 
sailed  from  Newport.  This  vessel  was  lost  with  all 
on  board.  He  married  Elizabeth  Davis,  daughter 
of  William  Davis,  who  was  high  sheriff  of  Newport 
county  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

(IV)  Joshua  Sayer,  son  of  Joshua  and 
grandfather  of  William  D.,  married  Anna  Wat- 
mough  Dean,  daughter  of  Silas  Dean,  who  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of 
Newport.  Joshua  Sayer  was  engaged  in  the  baking 
business  in  Newport  until  1815,  and  had  an  exten- 
sive patronage.  He  baked  bread  for  the  privateers, 
so  famous  in  those  days.  Later  he  became  a mer- 
chant. dealing  in  paints,  oils,  flour,  etc.  He  was  a 
fine  specimen  of  manhood,  and  a noble  character. 
His  fine  old  homestead  was  what  is  now  known  as 
the  “General  Prescott  house,”  located  at  the  corner 
of  Pelham  and  Spring  streets.  He  was  a hand- 
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some  man,  and  of  such  distinguished  appearance 
that  he  was  known  as  the  “Duke  of  Pelham.” 

(\’)  Joshua  Saver,  son  of  Joshua,  was 
horn  Dec.  24,  1827,  in  Newport,  just  100  years  after 
his  ancestors  settled  in  that  city.  In  early  life  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sperm  oil,  his 
father  having  been  engaged  for  many  years  in  the 
manufacture  of  sperm  oil  and  candles.  He  was 
also  engaged  for  many  years  on  Sayer’s  wharf,  in  a 
general  ship  stores  and  supplies  business,  and  was 
interested  in  a number  of  cruising  vessels,  becoming 
well-known  among  the  shipping  interests  of  the 
country.  I’rior  to  tne  Civil  war  he  had  a large  trade 
in  the  W est  Indies,  and  during  the  war  he  had  con- 
tracts with  the  Government  for  carrying  army  stores 
and  supplies.  His  life  was  spent  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, although  he  was  also  interested  in  various 
other  enterprises.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  New- 
port ^Manufacturing  Company,  manufacturers  of 
brass  goods,  etc.,  for  several  years  during  its  exist- 
ence. In  later  years  he  was  sent  South  and  pur- 
chased hardwood  lumber  for  Northern  concerns. 
After  a very  active  business  life,  covering  a period 
of  many  years,  during  which  time  he  met  with 
marked  success  and  acquired  a goodly  competence, 
he  retired  some  fifteen  ye^rs  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  29,  1905.  He  passed  the  years 
of  his  retirement  quietly  at  his  home,  devoting  his 
time  largely  to  the  care  of  his  garden  and  flowers, 
of  which  he  was  very  fond,  and  in  which  he  took  a 
commendable  pride.  He  had  been  for  many  years 
a member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  but  be- 
longed to  no  social  organizations.  In  early  days 
i\Ir.  Sayer  was  an  old-line  W'hig  and  later  became  a 
Republican,  but  never  cared  for  political  office. 
General  expressions  of  regret  were  heard  about  the 
city  when  the  sad  news  of  his  death  became  gener- 
ally known,  for  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Sayer,  Newport 
lost  another  of  its  landmark  citizens,  and  one  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Sayer  was  married  Feb.  7,  i860,  to  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Finch,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late 
Ilenjamin  and  Alary  Hall  (Tilley)  Finch,  of  New- 
port. To  this  happy  union  were  born  three  chil- 
dren; Archibald  Baldwin,  born  June  29,  1862;  Wil- 
liam Davis,  Oct.  4,  186?  ; and  Anna,  who  died  Augf. 
21,  1864. 

(VI)  Archibald  Baldwin  Sayer,  son  of  the 
late  Joshua  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Finch)  Sayer, 
was  born  June  29,  1862,  in  Newport.  In  boyhood 
he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Newport,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Rogers  high  school  in  1880. 
Soon  thereafter  he  became  a clerk  in  the  American 
Exchange  National  Bank  in  New  York  City.  Re- 
turning to  his  native  city  in  1883,  he  became  asso- 
ciated a few  years  in  business  with  his  brother,  Wil- 
liam 1).  Sayer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sayer  Bros., 
dealers  in  fancy  groceries,  etc., — this  connection 
lasting  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Sayer  was  ever  greatly  interested  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Newjiort  and  served  his  fellow  townsmen  in 


various  ways.  He  was  a member  of  the  common 
council  and  the  school  committee.  He  was  identi- 
fied with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  it 
officially,  several  years  prior  to  his  death  being  its 
treasurer.  He  was  prominent  in  fraternal  organ- 
izations, being  a member  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge, 
No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  Newport,  and  a charter  member 
of  Lodge  No.  49  of  that  Order ; member  of  Aquid- 
neck  Encampment,  and  of  the  grand  lodges  of  both 
branches  of  the  Order,  occupying  officialmositions 
in  them  all.  He  was  a member  of  Coroner  Council, 
No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  Newport  Yacht  Club  and  of  Gen.  G.  K.  War- 
ren Post  Association.  He  was  a member  at  one 
time  of  the  Newport  Artillery  Company  and  of  the 
Business  Alen's  Association.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution,  being  eligible  through  several 
ancestors. 

On  Oct.  23,  1888,  Air.  Sayer  married  Sarah 
Anna  Norman,  daughter  of  the  late  William  J.  Nor- 
man, of  Newport,  and  to  them  came  one  son,  Wil- 
liam Norman,  who  was  born  Jan.  20,  1894,  in  New- 
port. 

The  death  of  Air.  Sayer  occurred  Oct.  3,  1899. 
His  funeral  was  held  at  Trinity  Church  and  was  at- 
tended by  a large  concourse  of  people.  Alany  of 
the  orders  and  societies  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  were  present  in  bodies,  Excelsior  Lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows  participating  in  the  services.  The 
Grand  Master  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Rhode  Island,  ac- 
companied by  a delegation  of  officers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  was  present.  The  public  schools  of  the  city 
closed,  and  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  large  num- 
bers were  in  attendance  at  the  funeral.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  school  committee,  held  in  October,  1899, 
by  unanimous  vote  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

WHEREAS , in  view  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained 
hy  the  decease  of  our  friend  and  associate,  Archibald  B. 
Sayer,  and  the  great  loss  sustained  by  this  community,  and 
the  still  heavier  loss  sustained  by  those  who  were  nearest 
and  dearest  to  him,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  it  is  hut  a just  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  departed  to  say  that  for  five  years  and  a half  he 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient  members  of 
the  school  board,  one  of  the  most  regular  attendants  at 
its  meetings,  an  able  chairman  of  its  most  important 
standing  committees,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
charge  of  a special  commission  to  inquire  into  the  neces- 
sary changes  in  the  course  of  higher  instruction ; and 
that  in  his  removal  we  mourn  for  one  who  was  in  every 
way  worthy  of  our  confidence  and  esteem. 

Resolved,  that  we  sincerely  condole  with  his  family, 
in  the  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  and  commend 
them  for  consolation  to  Him  who  orders  all  things  for 
the  best,  and  whose  chastisements  are  meant  in  mercy. 

Resoi.ved,  that  this  heartfelt  testimonial  of  our  sym- 
pathy and  sorrow  be  entered  upon  our  records,  and  that 
a copy  be  forwarded  to  the  family  by  the  secretary  of 
this  board. 

(VI)  William  Davis  Sayer,  son  of  the  late 
Joshua  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Finch)  Sayer,  was 
born  Oct.  4,  1863,  in  Newport.  His  early  training 
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was  obtained  in  private  schools  taught  by  Mrs. 
iMartha  Ellis,  Miss  Alary  Ann  Wilbour  and  Mrs.  I. 
\V.  S.  Alarsh.  He  then  entered  the  second  grade  in 
the  Rogers  high  school  of  Newport,  but  after  spend- 
ing two  years  at  study  in  that  institution  of  learning 
was  compelled  to  give  up  his  studies  in  1881,  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health.  He  then  entered  his  father’s 
employ  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  remaining  with  him 
until  1885,  when  on  account  of  continued  ill  health 
he  went  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where  he  intended  locat- 
ing permanently.  However,  after  spending  about 
two  months  in  Denver  he  returned  to  Newport,  and 
again  entered  his  father’s  employ.  After  some 
time  he  became  bookkeeper  for  George  AI.  Dockray, 
dry  goods  merchant,  in  which  capacity  he  was  en- 
gaged for  about  six  months.  On  June  6,  1887,  in 
partnership  with  the  late  Archibald  B.  Sayer,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Sayer  Bros.,  Air.  Sayer  engaged 
in  the  fancy  grocery  and  wine  business,  locating  at 
No.  283  Thames  street.  From  the  beginning  this 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  house  met 
with  marked  success.  Upon  the  death  of  his  brother. 
Air.  Sayer  purchased  his  interests  in  the  business, 
which  has  since  successfully  continued,  under  the 
original  firm  style  of  Sayer  Bros. 

Air.  Sayer  is  a member  of  various  social  and  fra- 
ternal organizations,  holding  membership  in  St. 
Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  of  which  he 
is  past  master;  in  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A. 
AI.;  and  in  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T. 
He  is  a member  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  is  past  regent  of  the  same.  During 
its  existence  he  was  a member  of  the  Business  Alen’s 
Association.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Alanagers,  being  eligible  to 
membership  through  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines.  Airs.  Sayer  is  a member  of  William  Ellery 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
being  eligible  as  a descendant  of  William  Shrieve. 

On  Sept.  4,  1883,  Air.  Sayer  became  a private  in 
the  Newport  Artillery  Company,  in  which  capacity 
he  seryed  four  years.  In  1888  he  was  appointed 
corporal  and  in  1891  promoted  to  sergeant.  In  1893 
he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  and  inspector  of 
rifle  practice,  and  during  his  administration  of  four 
years  his  team  was  victorious  in  the  rifle  shooting 
tournaments.  He  was  elected  clerk  and  quarter- 
master of  the  company  in  1897,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  two  and  a half  years.  On  Oct.  3.  1899. 
he  was  promoted  to  major  of  the  company,  and  after 
a year’s  service  in  1900,  he  was  obliged  to  resign 
his  commission  on  account  of  business  interests.  He 
still  retains  membership,  however,  as  a “fine”  mem- 
ber. 

In  politics  Alaj.  Sayer  is  a Republican,  but  owing 
to  business  interests  he  has  never  sought  public  of- 
fice. He  is  a consistent  and  devoted  member  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  vestrymen  since  the  death 
of  his  brother  in  1899,  whom  he  succeeded.  Air. 


Sayer  is  also  on  the  committee  on  rental  of  pews,  and 
takes  a very  active  part  in  all  works  pertaining  to 
the  church. 

On  Oct.  29,  1890,  Alajor  Sayer  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Sarah  Annie  Dodge,  daughter  of  Ed- 
mund and  Eliza  Alaxson  (Alger)  Dodge,  of  New- 
port, and  to  this  happy  marriage  the  following  chil- 
dren have  been  born : Reginald  Dean,  born  Aug.  2, 
1891  (who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months)  ; Dorothy 
Alaxson,  Jan.  24,  1893;  Anna  Watmough,  July  14, 
1897;  Powel  Finch,  Aiay  21,  1899  (who  died  aged 
nine  months);  William  Davis,  Jr.,  April  19,  1903; 
and  Elizabeth  Aloore,  Nov.  23,  1904. 

ETHAN  T.  SHELDON,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  milk  dealers  of  Providence  and  vicinity, 
is  the  son  of  Angell  Sheldon,  who  for  many  years 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  worthy  men  of 
the  town  of  Johnston,  and  grandson  of  xA.ngell  Shel- 
don, Sr.,  a native  of  the  town  of  Scituate  or  Foster. 

Angell  Sheldon,  Sr.,  was  a descendant  in  the 
fifth  generation  from  John  Sheldon,  the  ancestor  of 
the  Rhode  Island  family  of  the  name,  from  whom 
his  lineage  is  through  Nicholas,  Jeremiah,  Jeremiah 
(2),  which  generations  follow  in  the  order  named. 

(I)  John  Sheldon,  a tanner  by  occupation,  is  of 
record  at  Providence  as  early  as  1675,  in  February, 
of  which  year,  he  gave  testimony  in  a controversy, 
giving  his  age  as  about  forty-five  years.  He  was 
deputy  in  1702.  In  1660  he  married  Joan  Vincint 
(or  Vincent).  Their  children  were:  Timothy, 
born  Alarch  29,  1661;  John;  Alary;  Nicholas;  and 
Nehemiah. 

(II)  Nicholas  Sheldon,  son  of  John,  married 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Pardon  and  Lydia  (Tabor) 
Tillinghast,  and  lived  in  Providence.  She  was  born 
in  Alarch,  1674.  Air.  Sheldon  died  Nov.  23.  1747. 
Their  children  were : Alary,  Nicholas,  Joseph,  Abi- 
gail, Lydia,  Hannah,  Pardon  and  Jeremiah. 

(III)  Jeremiah  Sheldon,  son  of  Nicholas,  lived 
in  Johnston,  R.  I.  By  the  will  of  his  father  he  was 
made  executor  of  the  latter’s  estate,  and  by  his 
own  will,  probated  Dec.  20,  1784,  he  bequeathed  to 
his  wife  Hannah,  to  several  daughters  of  his  son 
Pardon  (deceased),  to  daughters  Alercy  Alathew- 
son.  Wait  Luther  and  Amey  Smith,  and  to  his  sons 
John  and  Jeremiah,  the  latter  of  whom  he  made 
executor  of  the  estate. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Sheldon  (2),  son  of  Jeremiah, 
inherited  by  the  will  of  his  father  the  latter’s  home- 
stead in  Johnston,  R.  I.  He  married  Avis,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Anna  (Smith)  Angell,  he  a 
descendant  of  Thomas  Angell,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land to  this  country  in  the  ship  “Lion”  with  Roger 
Williams,  in  1631,  from  whom  his  descent  is 
through  John  and  Ruth  (Field),  Daniel  and  Han- 
nah (Winsor)  and  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 
Angell.  Air.  Abraham  Angell  was  a farmer  of  the 
town  of  Scituate,  R.  L,  and,  says  family  tradition, 
was  an  officer  in  the  Revolution.  Jeremiah  Sheldon 
(2)  was  a resident  of  Johnston,  R.  I.  By  his  will 
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which  was  probated  May  28.  1812,  he  refers  to  his 
sons  Angell  and  Charles,  to  his  daughter  Sarah,  to 
his  sons  Jeremiah,  Nicholas,  William,  Tillinghast, 
Israel  and  Job. 

(\')  Angell  Sheldon,  son  of  Jeremiah  (2),  as 
stated,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  or  Foster, 
Rhode  Island. 

(\'l)  Angell  Sheldon  (2),  son  of  Angell,  was 
born  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  was  there  reared.  In 
his  early  manhood  he  was  extensively  engaged  in 
the  business  of  wood  dealer,  and  many  acres  of 
Johnston  timber  lands  were  cleared  by  him.  He 
found  a market  for  the  product  in  the  city  of 
Providence  and  his  business  was  a thriving  one. 
Later  in  life  he  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm  in  Johnston.  He  married  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Hiram  Hopkins ; she  was  born  May 
t8,  1827,  in  Foster,  R.  L,  or  just  over  the  line  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  she  died  Oct.  16, 
1882,  in  Johnston,  and  is  buried  in  Pocasset  ceme- 
tery. Hiram  Hopkins  was  born  Feb.  14,  1805,  and 
died  i\Iarch  15,  1880.  In  an  early  day  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Perry  & Barnard  at  their  wharf,  which 
was  located  where  the  Butler  Exchange  building 
now  stands  in  the  city  of  Providence.  He  was  an 
earnest,  hardworking  man,  and  bore  a most  excel- 
lent reputation  for  honesty,  industry  and  integrity. 
.■\ngell  Sheldon  was  of  tall,  commanding  presence, 
and  of  quiet,  even  temperament,  and  he  took  but 
little  part  in  public  affairs.  Respected  and  esteemed 
by  a wide  acquaintance  his  death  in  August,  1902, 
pered  solely  through  his  own  effort  he  has  given 
was  sincerely  mourned.  He,  too,  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Pocasset  cemetery. 

(\BI)  Ethan  T.  Sheldon,  only  son  of  Angell 
and  Mary  E.  (Hopkins)  Sheldon,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  Oct.  13,  1847.  He  had 
the  advantages  of  the  Johnston  schools,  and  later 
for  three  years  was  a student  in  Lapham  Institute, 
North  Scituate.  During  this  period  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  later  in 
his  young  manhood  was  employed  for  some  six 
years  in  the  establishment  of  the  Providence  Tool 
Company,  where  guns  and  other  arms  for  the  gov- 
ernments of  Russia  and  Turkev  were  being  made. 

On  Sept.  I,  1871,  iMr.  Sheldon  embarked  in  the 
milk  business.  His  beginning  was  most  modest, 
and  he  performed  about  all  of  the  labor  connected 
with  it  himself.  By  diligence  and  perseverance  and 
strict  attention  to  business  even  to  the  most  minute 
detail,  and  by  a policy  of  absolute  honesty  and  fair 
dealing  he  succeeded  and  prospered,  and  still  con- 
tinues in  that  line,  being  now  one  of  the  oldest  milk 
dealers  in  Providence  in  point  of  continuous  service. 
He  has  customers  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings 
for  over  thirty-six  years,  a fact  in  which  he  takes  a 
justifiable  j)ride.  While  he  has  succeeded  and  pros- 
pered solely  through  his  own  efforts  he  has  given 
not  a little  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  advance- 
ment of  public  good  and  is  deservedly  popular.  He 
is  a Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  for  some 


five  years  was  a member  of  the  Johnston  town  coun- 
cil. Mr.  Sheldon  is  a member  of  Nested  Lodge, 
No.  37,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Providence  Chapter;  Provi- 
dence Council;  and  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i, 
Knights  Templar,  He  is  a member  of  all  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  bodies,  having  attained  the  32nd  degree, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  Palestine  d'emple.  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  a member  of  Manufacturers  Lodge, 
No.  15,  I.  O,  O.  F.,  and  Moshassuck  Encampment. 
During  the  existence  of  Woonasquatucket  Encamp- 
ment Mr.  Sheldon  passed  through  all  the  chairs  in 
that  body.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sunset  Club  and 
the  Olneyville  Business  Men’s  Association.  For  a 
number  of  years  past  he  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Providence  Milk  Car  Association,  composed  of 
milk  dealers. 

On  Jan.  29,  1871,  Mr.  Sheldon  was  married  to 
Miss  Esther  Walch,  daughter  of  William  Walch,  a 
native  of  England.  To  this  marriage  have  been 
born  children  as  follows : Ellen  Bertha,  born  Nov. 
2,  1872,  died  Eeb.  3,  1878;  Angell,  born  Aug.  21, 
1875,  died  Eeb.  10,  1878;  Newell  Bentley,  born 
May  23,  1879,  married  Herbertina  Macomber,  and 
has  two  children,  Angell  and  Newell  Bentley,  Jr. 
(Mr.  Sheldon  was  educated  in  the  Providence 
schools  and  Bryant  & Stratton  Commercial  College, 
and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Herreshoff  Com- 
pany, the  famous  boat  builders  of  Bristol,  R.  I.)  ; 
Rowena  Thornton,  born  Nov.  9,  1881 ; Mary  Beu- 
lah, born  Jan.  14,  1884,  was  educated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity, graduating  in  1907,  and  is  now  a private 
tutor;  Dora  S.,  born  Nov.  5,  1885,  was  educated  in 
the  Providence  high  school  and  the  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton Commercial  College.  Mrs.  Sheldon  and  the 
members  of  her  family  are  all  communicants  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Accompanied  by  her  daughter, 
Dora,  she  made  in  1905  a visit  to  the  former 
home  of  her  parents  in  England,  also  visiting  other 
places  oij  the  British  Isles. 

SAMUEL  SILLS.  A history  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  its  representative  men  would  be  incom- 
plete without  mention  of  the  late  Samue]  Sills, 
who,  for  a number  of  years,  was  an  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  Providence,  though  his  home  and  employ- 
ment lay  just  beyond  the  confines  of  the  city,  in  the 
town  of  Johnston. 

Mr.  Sills  was  one  of  two  sons,  both  now  de- 
ceased, of  Stephen  and  Sarah  Ann  Sills,  of  Sut- 
ton-in-Ashfield,  England,  where  Samuel  Sills  was 
born  Sept.  17,  1862.  His  father,  Stephen  Sills, 
was  well  known  in  the  textile  industrv  in  England 
and  especially  expert  in  the  line  of  hosiery,  and  it 
was  with  him  that  his  son  Samuel  gained  his  first 
knowledge  of  his  profession.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  place,  meanwhile 
being  employed  in  the  mills.  When  he  was  yet 
a young  man  his  skill,  learning  and  ability  had 
advanced  him  to  a position  of  authority  and  re- 
sponsibility in  a mill  of  importance  at  Sutton-in- 
Aslifield.  At  about  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
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in  1888,  he  was  engaged  by  the  interests  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  R.  \V.  Cooper  to  come  to  America 
to  assume  charge  of  the  then  newly  established 
mills  of  the  British  Hosiery  Company,  at  Thorn- 
ton, R.  I.  Under  the  superintendency  of  Mr.  Sills 
this  concern  has  become  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful of  the  many  important  industries  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  largely  so  through  his  intelligent  and 
capable  management.  Not  only  was  he  most  pro- 
ficient in  mechanical  lines,  but  his  control,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  exercised  his  authority,  over 
the  many  employees  under  him  was  extraordinary. 
There  was  none  of  the  despot  in  the  make-up  of 
Mr.  Sills.  To  every  man  worthy  of  it  he  ex- 
tended the  hand  of  friendship.  Those  under  his 
authority  came  to  him  with  personal  and  domestic 
cares  and  troubles,  and  never  in  vain.  He  made 
their  troubles  and  vicissitudes  his  own,  and,  by 
his  wise  counsel,  advice  and  brotherly  interest, 
he  endeared  himself  to  all.  His  devotion  to  others, 
combined  with  the  responsibilities  of  a business 
character  which  rested  upon  his  shoulders,  may 
have  had  much  to  do  with  his  early  and  unexpected 
demise.  To  the  interests  which  he  represented  Mr. 
Sills  at  all  times  gave  the  best  that  was  his  to 
give,  and  though  gentle  and  lenient  he  discharged 
his  duties  with  a sturdiness,  ability  and  firmness 
always  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  he  displayed  a 
rare  combination  of  inflexibility,  courtesy,  self- 
control  and  endurance.  His  mechanical  skill  and 
learning  was  excelled  by  but  few,  and  many  im- 
provements and  innovations  of  much  value  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  product  of  the  industry  with 
which  he  was  connected  were  the  result  of  his  in- 
genuity. 

Mr.  Sills’s  interests  were  not  entirely  confined  to 
his  work  and  its  environment.  He  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  and,  though  in  no  re- 
spect a politician,  he  had  been  honored  with  pub- 
lic office  of  trust  and  responsibility,  to  all  of  which 
he  gave  the  same  attentive  fidelity  which  character- 
ized his  private  life.  Such  was  the  esteem,  re- 
spect and  confidence  reposed  in  him  that,  had  he 
aspired  to  greater  political  honors,  any  office  in 
the  gift  of  his  townsmen  might  have  been  his. 

Mr.  Sills’s  death,  which  occurred  suddenly, 
Dec.  13,  1906,  came  as  a shock  to  his  wide  ac- 
quaintance. Though  it  is  likely  that  he  had  been 
in  ill  health  for  some  time  his  uncomplaining  na- 
ture and  characteristic  cheerful  disposition  ren- 
dered his  actual  condition  unknown  even  to  his 
family,  to  whom  he  was  devoted,  or  to  his  more 
intimate  friends.  The  high  regard  and  esteem  in 
which  Mr.  Sills  was  held  is  best  expressed  in  the 
language  of  an  old  friend  who  said : “Samuel 
Sills  was  a man  of  rare  character  and  personal 
qualifications.  Not  only  did  he  stand  with  those 
first  in  the  ranks  of  his  profession,  in  the  land  of 
his  adoption,  but  he  possessed  those  qualities  of 
sterling  manhood  which  made  him  an  honor  and  a 


credit  to  his  day  and  generation,  file  was  beloved 
and  deeply  respected  by  his  fellow-men,  high  and 
low,  as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  a monument 
to  mark  the  place  of  his  interment  has  been  ar- 
ranged for  by  his  friends  and  former  employees, 
who  feel  that  such  action  is  the  last  and  least  that 
they  can  do  in  commemoration  of  the  memorv  of 
the  man  whom  they  will  ever  call  friend.” 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  Providence 
Tribune  of  Dec.  15,  1906: 

“Out  in  Thornton  on  every  side  there  is  gloom 
because  of  the  death  of  Samuel  Sills,  who  was 
superintendent  of  the  British  Hosiery  Company  for 
many  years.  The  plant  is  shut  down  and  work 
will  not  be  resumed  until  after  the  funeral.  Never, 
for  any  other  man,  has  there  been  such  grief  among 
Thornton  residents.  Mr.  Sills’s  fine  character  had 
won  the  friendship  of  everybody.  In  Calef’s  Hall 
in  the  village,  the  largest  hall  in  Thornton,  the 
workers  at  the  Hosiery  Mill  gathered  yesterday 
afternoon.  It  was  a meeting  called  by  the  work- 
men to  give  opportunity  for  the  expressions  of 
grief  caused  by  the  death.  The  session  was  pre- 
sided over  by  former  Councilman  Frank  Bolton, 
who  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  Sills  for  many 
years.  He  expressed  the  grief  he  felt  at  the  taking 
away  of  his  friend  and  he  was  followed  by  others 
who  spoke  in  the  same  strain. 

“Resolutions  of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Sills  and 
Miss  Sills  were  passed  and  the  men  discussed  how 
best  they  could  show  their  appreciation  for  the 
worth  of  the  man  by  honoring  him.  All  the  work- 
ers are  to  take  part  in  the  funeral,  which  will  be 
held  at  i o’clock  to-morrow.  The  body  will  be 
taken  to  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Nativity  in  the 
village,  where  service  will  be  held,  and  then  to 
Pocasset  cemetery  for  interment. 

“At  the  meeting  some  of  the  men  proposed 
carrying  the  casket  from  the  house  to  the  church, 
and  this  may  yet  be  done.  It  is  a distance  of  about 
one  mile,  and  for  six  men  it  would  be  a difficult 
task  to  carry  the  solid  oak  casket  in  which  the  body 
will  be  incased.  However,  any  arrangement  which 
will  not  interfere  with  plans  of  the  family  will  be 
suitable  to  the  men,  who  are  prepared  to  mani- 
fest their  deep  grief  at  his  sudden  taking  off. 

“The  closing  of  the  plant  at  which  he  was  the 
managing  head  by  the  owners  has  greatly  pleased 
the  villagers,  and  the  every  act  of  the  workmen  dur- 
ing their  lull  in  occupation  has  been  such  to  cast  not 
the  least  discredit.  The  new  flags  in  the  town  are 
at  half-mast  and  there  are  other  evidences  of  pub- 
lic mourning.  The  workmen  propose  to  leave  a 
lasting  memorial  in  the  line  of  a stone  to  mark 
their  employer’s  last  resting-place. 

“The  following  resolutions  were  presented  by 
Frank  Aucott,  and  were  immediately  adopted: 

“Where.as,  it  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  in  His 
infinite  wisdom  to  remove  from  our  midst  our  well-beloved 
Superintendent,  Samuel  Sills ; be  it 
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“Resolved,  That  we,  the  employes  of  the  British  Ho- 
siery Co.,  in  meeting  assembled,  desire  to  place  on  record 
our  appreciation  of  his  great  kindness,  his  ceaseless  service 
and  faithful  performance  of  every  duty.  His  ever-ready 
council  and  advice  has  been  helpful  to  us  all.  A kind, 
just  atKl  generous  Superintendent  has  been  removed  from 
our  midst.  He  was  a leader  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
a faithful  friend  to  all,  and  we  can  truly  say  a great  man 
has  gone  from  amongst  us,  one  for  whose  loss  we  cannot 
possibly  express  in  words  our  grief. 

■A\  e do  also  desire  to  express  our  sincerest  svmpathy 
to  the  family  in  the  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  calling 
away  of  such  a good,  kind,  faithful  husband  and  father.” 

In  1888  Mr.  Silks  married  Miss  Adelaide  Bur- 
rows, daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  lane  Burrows, 
of  Derbyshire,  England.  Two  daughters,  Beatrice 
J.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years)  and  Eva. 
were  born  to  them.  i\Ir.  Sills  was  a member  of 
Xestell  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  W'est  Side 
Club  of  Providence. 

_ MELEES  (Woonsocket  family).  The  Wells  or 

elles  family  of  England  is  of  very  ancient  origin, 
clearly  traceable  back,  it  is  claimecl,  to  the  time  of 
the  Xorman  Conquest.  Alxtut  1635  several  of  the 
name,  which  w'as  then  sometimes  spelled  Wells,  but 
oftener  Welles,  came  from  England  to  Massachu- 
setts, atid  there  was  Gov.  Thomas  MTlles  of  Hart- 
ford and  M ethersfield.  who  appears  first  of  record 
as  a member  of  the  court  of  magistrates  in  1637. 
He  was  an  original  proprietor  of  Hartford.  1639, 
his  house-lot  being  on  the  east  side  of  wdiat  is  now 
Governor  street.  He  removed  to  AVethersfield, 
w here  he  was  also  an  original  proprietor.  On 
i\ larch  28.  1637,  lie  became  a member  of  the  court 
of  magistrates,  and  continued  until  he  w'as  chosen 
deputy  governor,  iMay  18,  1654.  He  was  again  chosen 
deputy  governor  in  1656,  1657  and  1659.  He  was 
the  first  treasurer  in  1639,  ivas  secretary  of  the 
Colony  from  1640  to  1649.  I”  the  last  named  year 
he  was  commissioner  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
.governor  from  1655  to  1658.  ]ylr.  MTlles  w'as  twice 
married,  marrying  (first)  in  Eiygland  Elizabeth 
Hunt,  and  (second)  in  about  1643  or  1646  Eliza- 
beth Deming,  wddow  of  Xatbaniel  Foote,  of 
Methersfield.  He  died  in  Wethersfield  Tan’  t_l 
1 659-60. 

I- or  some  forty  years  past  a branch  of  the  Con- 
necticut \\  dies  family  has  resided  at  M oonsocket. 
this  State,  the  head  of  which  is  the  present  George 
M.  M elles.  Esq.,  of  that  city,  for  years  one  of  its 
substantial  men  and  useful  citizens,  rei)resenting 
his  ward  in  both  branches  of  the  citv  .government, 
and  as  well  filling  other  positions  of  trust,  honor 
and  responsibility.  This  George  INT.  Welles  is  a di- 
rect descendant  of  "ov.  Thomas  WTlles,  from 
whom  his  linea.ge  is  dirough  John,  Capt.  Robert, 
John  (2),  James,  Allyn  and  Aaron  Dutton  \Velles! 
1 hese  .generations  in  detail  and  in  re.gular  order  fol- 
low. 

(H)  John  M elles.  son  of  Thomas,  born  in  1621. 
m X’orthamptonsbire.  England,  came  to  .America 
with  his  father  in  1636.  He  went  with  his  father 


from  Saybrook.  wdiere  the  latter  had  landed  in  the 
autumn  of  1636,  to  the  settlement  at  Hartford,  and 
in  1645  removed  to  Stratford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  lifetime,  and 
died  in  1659,  aged  thirty-eight  years.  Mr.  Welles 
was  made  a freeman  at  Hartford  in  1645  1 was  rep- 
resentative in  1656  and  1657;  w'as  elected  magis- 
trate of  Stratford  in  1658,  at  the  same  time  his  fa- 
ther was  governor  of  Connecticut.  He  held  other 
important  positions  for  years.  In  1647  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Bourne,  and  their  children,  born  in 
Stratford,  Conn.,  were:  John,  born  in  1648; 
Thomas  and  Robert  (twins),  in  1651  ; Temperance, 
in  1654;  Samuel,  in  1656;  Sarah,  in  1659,  and 
Mary,  in  1661. 

(HI)  Capt.  Robert  AVelles,  son  of  John,  born 
in  1651.  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Goodrich.  Mr.  Welles  was 
adopted  by  his  grandfather — Gov.  Thomas  Welles, 
of  Hartford,  Conn. — and  removed  to  Wethersfield, 
where  he  died  June  22,  1714.  His  children  were: 
Thomas,  John,  Joseph,  Prudence,  Robert  and 
Gideon. 

(TV)  John  \Velles  (2),  son  of  Capt.  Robert, 
was  born  in  1678.  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 

(V)  James  Welles,  son  of  John  (2),  born  Sept. 
13,  1728.  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  married  Sept.  l, 
1753,  Prudence  Wri.£>-ht.  Their  children  were: 
Timothy,  born  March  20,  1754,  wdio  died  July  15, 
1759:  Ebenezer,  born  April  10,  1756;  Mary,  born 
Oct.  T.  1758:  Hannah,  born  May  3,  1761:  Martha, 
born  Aug.  8,  1763,  wdio  died  Nov.  20,  1776;  James, 
born  March  23,  1766:  Lucy,  lx)rn  Sept.  16,  1769 
(date  of  death  unknown)  ; Allyn,  born  April  12, 
1771  ; Prudence,  born  Jan.  i,  1774,  who  died  the 
same  day:  and  IMoses,  born  Dec.  18,  1775. 

(\T)  Allyn  Welles,  son  of  James,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Wethersfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
was  a carpenter  and  joiner  by  occupation.  He  died 
suddenly,  of  heart  failure,  Jan.  T2,  1840,  in  his 
sixty-ninth  year.  On  Jan.  15,  1801,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Watertown,  Conn.,  to  Anna  Dutton,  wdio 
was  born  Sept.  13,  1775,  and  they  settled  in  Plym- 
outh, Conn.  Mrs.  Welles  died  Sept.  15,  1847,  aged 
seventy-two  years.  They  had  children  as  follow'S : 
(i)  One  daughter  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Joseph 
Allyn.  born  Xov.  16,  1805,  married  (first)  Sarah 
Caroline  Boardman,  who  died  in  1838,  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Catharine  Louise,  born  Aug.  26.  1837. 
He  subsequently  married  (second)  Anna  Keziah 
Merriam,  who  died  Dec.  30,  1891,  aged  eighty-four 
years.  (3)  Aaron  Dutton  is  mentioned  farther  on. 
(4)  James  Welles  married  Harriet  Ruth  Terry, 
IMarch  23,  1834,  and  they  had  four  children:  Sarah 
Ann,  born  Alay  2,  1835.  who  married  Jan.  21,  1863, 
Charles  W.  Harrison,  wdio  died  Nov.  9,  1870  (they 
had  one  child,  Charles  William  Edward,  born  May 
7.  1870,  wbo  married  Florence  Brainard  Fayles 
May  20,  T90T,  and  bas  three  children,  Florence, 
born  Aug.  t6.  1902.  Eleanor,  born  Feb.  16,  1905. 
and  Catherine,  born  June  19,  1907)  : William  Allyn, 
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born  Feb.  1,  1837,  who  died  unmarried;  Edward 
Terry,  born  June  9,  1844,  who  married  May  16, 
1872,  Emma  Powell,  who  died  Dec.  4,  1879,  and  he 
died  Jan.  20,  1882  (they  had  two  children:  Howard 
Edward,  born  March  26,  1875,  who  married  June 
5,  1899,  in  Tenafly,  X.  J.,  Kate  IMcKeown,  and  had 
three  children,  Edward,  born  March  29,  1900,  Kate, 
born  Aug.  4,  1902,  and  Thomas;  and  Paul,  born 
Nov.  25,  1879,  died  Dec.  12,  1879)  1 James 
Dutton,  born  Jan.  10,  1848,  who  died  in  infancy. 
(5)  Thomas  Wright,  who  died  March  12,  1876, 
married  Susan  Smith  Moore,  and  they  settled  in 
P>rasher  Ealls,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  X.  Y.  The  chil- 
dren were : Joseph,  who  died  unmarried ; Anna 
Dutton,  who  married  Dr.  Jackson  and  had  one 
child,  Joseph  ; and  Wallace  Herbert,  who  married 
Carrie  Boynton,  and  had  one  child,  Anna  (she  mar- 
ried Edward  J.  Mulholland  and  they  have  had  one 
child,  Henry  Welles,  born  Jan.  20,  1905  ; they  re- 
side in  Piercefield,  Xew  York). 

(VH)  Aaron  Dutton  Welles,  born  in  Plymouth, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  was  educated  there,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
for  several  years.  He  was  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  his  father's  place,  where  he  sj^ent  his  life, 
and  where  he  died  in  April,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  His  remains  rest  in  the  Xew 
cemetery  at  Plymouth.  Mr.  Welles  was  originally  a 
Whig  in  political  sentiment,  later  becoming  .a  Re- 
publican, and  he  was  an  anti-slavery  man  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance,  taking  a deep  in- 
terest in  every  movement  which  he  considered  fa- 
vorable to  the  advancement  or  enlightenment  of  the 
human  race.  He  was  quite  active  in  local  public 
matters,  filling  the  offices  of  selectman  of  Plymouth, 
member  of  the  board  of  relief  and  justice  of  the 
peace. 

Mr.  Welles  married  Martha  Bull,  of  Plymouth, 
daughter  of  Jabez  and  Betsey  (Benedict)  Bull,  and 
sister  of  Isaac  Bull.  She  died  June  20,  1887,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  and  was  buried  beside  her  hus- 
band in  the  Xew  cemetery.  Mrs.  Welles  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  children  : ( i ) Allyn,  born  in 

Plymouth  in  1837,  went  to  Wisconsin,  when  twenty- 
one,  and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life ; 
he  married  Mary  Mehitable  Bushnell,  and  had  two 
children : George  A.,  who  married  Fannie  Gould, 
and  had  two  adopted  children,  Katherine  and  Gould 
(they  live  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa)  ; Asa  A.,  a resi- 
dent of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  who  married  Carrie  Treat, 
and  has  had  three  children,  Eva  (deceased),  Ber- 
nice and  Carlos.  Allyn  Welles  married  (second) 
Hettie  Bushnell,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  she 
still  resides  in  Wisconsin.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  July 
26,  1839,  April  17,  1903.  (3)  George  Mer- 

riam  is  mentioned  below. 

(VHI)  George  MERRiA^r  Welles  was  born 
Oct.  29,  1845,  ”1  town  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  those  of  Xew  Britain,  Conn.  Sub- 


sequently he  furthered  it  and  was  prepared  for 
business  in  a commercial  college  at  Philadelphia. 
In  1865  located  in  the  city  of  Woonsocket,  R. 
I.,  entering  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Isaac 
M.  Bull,  Esq.,  in  the  office  of  the  Hamlet  Mills. 
Here  as  time  passed  and  he  grew  in  experience  and 
usefulness  his  value  was  recognized  from  time  to 
time,  until  in  1881  he  was  made  superintendent  of 
the  mills,  a relation  he  sustained  until  1885.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  for  a ])eriod  in  the  employ'  of  the 
executor  of  the  large  Bull  estate,  occupied  in  its 
settlement.  Still  later  Mr.  Welles,  besides  being 
interested  in  a number  of  enterprises,  became  asso- 
ciated in  the  livery  business  with  i\Ir.  Turner  as 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Turner  & Welles. 
After  giving  up  this  business  he  became  a member 
of  the  City  Lumber  Company,  in  1889,  and  for  the 
past  nineteen  years  has  been  identified  with  that 
concern.  He  is  also  interested  in  real  estate,  and 
is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Building  & Loan 
Association,  which  he  helped  to  organize  and  of 
which  he  has  been  president  since  1889.  During 
this  long  period  the  association  has  never  lost  a 
cent,  and  three  per  cent,  interest,  compounded  semi- 
annually. has  been  paid  continuously.  IMr.  Welles 
is  also  president  of  the  Peojde’s  Savings  Bank  of 
Woonsocket,  is  a trustee  of  the  Woonsocket  Insti- 
tution for  Savings  and  is  a director  of  the  Woon- 
socket Gas  Company.  His  reputation  in  his  com- 
munity and  wherever  known  is  that  of  a substantial 
man  of  good  business  ability  and  judgment,  whose 
integrity  is  unquestioned. 

Having  managed  his  own  business  affairs  suc- 
cessfully. as  well  as  those  of  others  under  his 
charge,  Mr.  Welles’  fellow  citizens  have  recognized 
in  him  one  well  adapted  to  look  after  public  inter- 
ests, and  several  times  they  have  elected  him  a 
member  of  the  town  council ; for  some  six  years  he 
served  efficiently  as  assessor  of  taxes ; on  the  for- 
mation of  the  city  government  of  Woonsocket  he 
was  chosen  alderman  from  the  Eirst  ward.  His 
political  support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  Oct.  18,  1870,  IMr.  Welles  was  married,  in 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  to  Eleanor  Ives,  who  was  born 
at  Plymouth,  daughter  of  John  O.  and  Martha 
(Tomlinson)  Ives,  and  they  have  had  one  child, 
Charles  Ives.  The  family  is  highly  respected. 

(IX)  Charles  Ives  Welles,  born  in  Woon- 
socket Aug.  19,  1872,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  place  and  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Busi- 
ness College,  Providence,  and  the  Worces- 
ter (Mass.)  Academy.  Eor  some  time  after 
commencing  his  business  career  he  was  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  later  becom- 
ing a wholesale  dealer  in  meats,  with  headquarters 
at  Worcester.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  City 
Lumber  Company,  Woonsocket.  He  is  a director 
in  the  People’s  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  Welles  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Inez  A.  Cook,  daughter  of  the  late  Theodore 
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Cook,  (lied  Jan.  31,  1900,  leaving  one  child,  Ives 
Cook  Welles,  born  Jan.  30,  1900.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Harriet  Pond,  daughter  of  Charles 
Pond,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children, 
namely:  Charles  Allyn,  born  Feb.  4,  1904;  George 
Hayward,  July  10,  1905 ; and  Eleanor,  Jan.  8, 
1907. 

PHILIP  0\^'EX  HA\MvINS,  who  died  Feb. 
7,  1908,  lived  retired  at  Providence,  but  for  many 
years  was  a resident  of  Pascoag,  town  of  Burrill- 
ville,  where  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  and  lead- 
ing citizens.  He  descended  from  several  of  the  old 
and  leading  families  of  the  State,  and  was  in  the 
eighth  generation  from 

(I)  William  Hawkins,  who  is  of  record  as  re- 
ceiving land  in  Providence  Dec.  20,  1638.  On  July 
27,  1640,  he  was  one  of  thirty-nine  signers  of  an 
agreement  for  a form  of  Government,  and  he  was 
made  a freeman  in  1655.  His  death  occurred  in 
1699.  The  name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret,  and 
their  children  were : John,  William,  Edward,  Mary 
and  Madeline. 

( II)  William  Hawkins  (2),  son  of  William, 
married  June  14,  1678,  Lydia,  widow  of  George 
Gardiner,  and  daughter  of  Robert  Ballou.  Lydia 
Hawkins  died  in  1722,  and  William  died  on  July 
6th  of  the  following  year.  Fie  was  a resident  of 
Providence  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1678  and 
again  in  1703-05-06  he  served  as  deputy.  His  chil- 
dren were : William,  Stephen,  John  and  Sarah. 

(HI)  William  Hawkins  (3),  son  of  William 
(2).  born  in  Providence,  was  a farmer,  and  he 
died  in  his  native  place,  Oct.  8,  1712.  He  married 
Dec.  14,  1704?  Elizabeth  Arnold,  who  survived 
him,  and  married  Israel  Smith,  June  3,  1718.  She 
died  July  ii,  1758.  The  children  born  to  William 
and  Elizabeth  Hawkins  were:  Elijah,  Uriah,  Jo- 
seph. Ruth  and  Deborah. 

(R  ) Uriah  Hawkins,  born  July  30,  1707,  died 
in  1808.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  bore  him  seventeen 
children,  as  follows:  Stephen.  George  W.,  Eliza- 
beth. Lriah,  Benoni,  Rufus,  Asabel,  Duty,  Peter, 
Sarah,  Susannah,  Deborah,  Wealthy,  Horana, 
Lydia,  Dorcas  and  Oranda. 

(\  ) Stei)hen  Hawkins,  son  of  Uriah,  was 
born  in  I75i>  ^’^d  resided  about  one  mile  north- 
east of  Harmony  village,  in  the  town  of  Glocester. 
He  was  the  largest  land  holder  in  the  town,  as 
well  as  the  wealthiest  citizen.  He  enlisted  for 
service  during  the  Revolutionary  war  in  a regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  Lippitt,  in  a Company  com- 
manded by  Captain  Blackmar,  his  name  appearing 
on  the  pay-roll  of  September,  1776,  as  a private. 
He  was  placed  on  the  United  States  pension  roll 
Nov.  21.  1832.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  i\Irs.  Taylor, 
on  the  farm  above  mentioned,  and  there  he  died  in 
1842.  He  married  Finn  ice  Potter,  of  Scituate,  and 
their  children  were:  Esther  married  a Mr.  Tur- 
ner, and  removed  to  the  Mohawk  \’allev  in  the 


State  of  A'ew  York;  Amos  resided  at  Chepachet; 
Eleazer  resided  in  Scituate;  Ezra;  James  and  John, 
twins,  both  resided  in  Glocester;  Mary  died  un- 
married; Eunice  married  Eddy  Walden,  and  was 
grandmother  of  the  late  Fred  S.  and  Albert  E. 
F'arwell,  of  Providence;  Phebe  married  Joseph 
Walden,  and  resided  at  Chepachet;  Hannah  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Taylor,  and  settled  in  Smithfield,  but 
died  at  Harmony ; and  Stephen  resided  in  Glocester, 
and  later  in  Providence,  where  he  died. 

(VI)  Ezra  Hawkins,  son  of  Stephen,  born 
Sept.  22,  1794,  resided  at  Chepachet  in  the  town 
of  Glocester,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
shoemaker,  and  he  also  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace.  He  died  June  ii,  1858,  at  Chepachet,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Walden,  born  Aug.  18,  1800,  of 

Quaker  faith.  She  survived  her  husband  and  died 
Oct.  21,  1862,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Pascoag. 
They  had  one  son,  Philip  Walden. 

(VTI)  Philip  Walden  Hawkins  was  born  F'eb. 
28,  1820,  near  Chepachet,  and  his  early  education 
was  received  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Smith- 
ville  Seminary,  now  Lapham  Institute,  at  North 
Scituate.  During  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  was 
employed  in  Providence,  Putnam,  and  other  places, 
as  an  accountant.  Later  he  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing spindles,  at  Harrisville,  and  in  i860 
formed  a partnership  with  Job  Walden  and  Col- 
lins Keith,  in  the  woolen  manufacturing  business 
at  the  White  mill  at  Bridgeton,  near  Pascoag. 
There  he  successfully  engaged  in  business  until 
1865,  when  he  retired  from  active  life.  After  leav- 
ing the  mill  he  resided  in  Pascoag  until  1869,  when 
he  removed  to  Wakefield  where  he  resided  for 
five  years,  thence  went  to  Chepachet,  residing  in 
the  latter  place  until, his  death,  Jan.  31,  1900. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  but 
in  1896  voted  for  McKinley.  He  represented  Glo- 
cester for  a number  of  years  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. He  also  served  several  terms  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  assessors.  Mr.  Hawkins  was 
prominent  in  financial  circles,  and  was  a director 
in  the  Pascoag  National  Bank  for  many  years  prior 
to  his  death.  Mr.  Hawkins  married  Emeline  B. 
Owen,  born  April  5,  1826,  daughter  of  Lawton 
and  Marcy  (Brown)  Owen,  and  a relative  of 
Deputy  Governor  Daniel  Owen,  of  Glocester.  She 
was  also  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams  and  of 
Rev.  Chad  Brown.  She  died  Sept.  21,  1881,  at 
Chepachet,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows : 
Philip  Owen;  Robert  B.,  born  June  6,  1851,  and 
residing  in  Providence,  married  Latilla  A.  Mowry, 
and  has  three  children,  Fenner  JNI..  (wno  married 
Bessie  Barton  and  resides  at  Pascoag),  Emeline 
B.  and  Roy  O. ; and  Marion,  born  June  ii,  1857, 
died  July  ii,  1869. 

(VHI)  Philip  Owen  Hawkins  was  born  Feb. 
5,  1850,  in  Chepachet,  and  was  ten  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Laurel  Ridge  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville.  His  education  was  received 
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in  the  district  schools  at  Chepachet  and  Pascoag, 
and  until  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  spent  consider- 
able time  in  his  father’s  mill,  where  he  picked  up 
no  small  amount  of  information  pertaining  to  the 
business.  He  pursued  his  studies  at  Nichols 
Academy,  Dudley,  Mass.,  an  academy  at  Pittsfield, 
INIass.,  and  completed  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  at  Yale,  finishing  in  the  class  of  1871.  On 
Nov.  22,  1872,  he  became  a clerk  to  James  S.  Cook, 
cashier  of  the  Pascoag  National  Bank,  and  in  1876 
was  elected  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Pascoag  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  the  following  year  succeeded  Mr. 
Cook  as  treasurer,  holding  that  position  until  the 
bank  went  out  of  business  in  1888.  In  October, 
1876,  he  became  assistant  cashier  of  the  Pascoag 
National  Bank,  a director  in  1888,  and  cashier 
upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cook,  who  retired  be- 
cause of  advancing  age.  Mr.  Hawkins  served  as 
cashier  until  May,  1901,  when  the  bank  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Industrial  Trust  Company.  He  then 
retired  from  active  business,  and  the  following 
month  removed  to  Providence,  purchasing  the 
mansion  erected  by  the  late  Dexter  N.  Knight, 
on  Elmwood  avenue.  Mr.  Hawkins  was  influential 
and  active  in  business,  financial  and  social  circles  at 
Pascoag,  and  in  addition  to  his  banking  duties  he 
was  for  twenty-five  years  a sub-agent  of  the  late  Ad- 
dison H.  White  and  his  successors  in  the  insurance 
business,  and  for  three  and  one-half  years  was  an 
accountant  for  J.  H.  Smith.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  a stanch  Republican  in  po- 
litical belief,  and  in  1884  was  elected  town  treas- 
urer, a position  in  which  he  served  sixteen  years, 
when  he  declined  a renomination.  He  served  as 
school  committeeman  for  six  years,  being  chairman 
of  the  board  in  1884-85-89.  The  strength  of  Mr. 
Hawkins  as  a candidate  was  shown  when  he  was 
nominated  for  any  office,  and  the  opposition  party 
refrained  from  nominating  a candidate.  In  1901, 
shortly  before  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  removed 
from  Pascoag,  a public  reception  was  given  by 
them  to  their  fellow  townsmen,  who  gathered  to 
show  their  esteem  and  affection.  A local  paper, 
in  a sketch  of  Mr.  Perkins,  said  in  part : 

“*  * * He  is  a man  of  sound  judgment 

and  irreproachable  character  and  although  he  soon 
severs  his  connection  with  the  Pascoag,  his  works 
and  good  deeds  of  twenty-eight  years  will  live 
after  him.  * * *” 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  married  in  Pascoag,  Feb. 
26,  1876,  to  Ellen  Isora  Smith,  born  July  14,  1851, 
in  Burrillville,  daughter  of  Martin  and  IMary 
Malvina  (Inman)  Smith.  Mrs.  Hawkins  is  a de- 
scendant of  a family  connected  with  many  of  the 
old  ones  of  the  State,  in  addition  to  those  men- 
tioned there  being  the  Mowry,  Phillips,  Aldrich, 
Steere,  West  and  Cooke  families.  She  completed 
her  education  at  Lapham  Institute,  and  previous 
to  her  marriage  was  a highly  successful  school 


teacher.  In  Pascoag  she  was  very  active  in  re- 
ligious and  social  affairs.  Mrs.  Hawkins  is  a mem- 
ber of  Gaspee  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  at  Providence.  Seven  of  her  ancestors 
served  in  that  bitter  struggle,  namely : Lieuten- 
ant Martin  Smith,  Augustus  Aldrich,  Sylvanus 
Cooke,  Brigadier  General  William  West,  Judge 

Caleb  Aldrich,  Walker,  and  Jonah  Steere. 

Mrs.  Hawkins  is  a member  of  both  the  Arion  and 
Embreaso  Clubs,  of  the  Providence  branch  of  the 
International  Sun  Shine  Society,  and  also  of  the 
Book  and  Magazine  Circle.  Mr.  Hawkins  was 
a member  of  the  Edgewood  Yacht  Club. 

HISCOX.  The  Hiscox  family  of  Rhode  Island 
traces  descent  from 

(I)  Elder  William  Hiscox,  pastor  of  the  first 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  in  America,  who  died 
and  was  buried  in  Newport,  R.  L,  where  he  was  a 
landed  proprietor  and  general  treasurer.  He  was 
born  in  1638,  and  he  died  May  24,  1706.  His  wife 
was  Agnes  Poignes. 

(H)  Thomas  Hiscox,  born  in  1686,  died  May 
20,  1773-  On  Oct.  13,  1703,  he  married  Bethiah 
Clarke,  who  was  born  April  ii,  1678,  and  who  died 
in  1756,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Bethiah  (Hubbard) 
Clarke.  They  had  issue  as  follows:  William,  born 
May  31,  1705,  married  (first)  Susannah  Burdick, 
and  (second)  Content  Babcock;  Ephraim,  born 
June  2,  1707,  married  Abigail  Saunders  ; Edith,  born 
Sept.  6,  1709,  married  Joseph  Crandall;  Bethiah, 
born  in  1711,  married  Elder  John  Davis;  Mary, 
born  July  12,  1713,  died  young;  Thomas,  born  May 
7,  1715,  married  Elizabeth  Davis;  Joseph  was  born 
April  22,  1717;  and  Hannah,  Jan.  22,  1720.  Thomas 
married  (second)  Patience  Beebe,  born  Feb.  25, 
1692,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Rogers) 
Beebe,  of  Southold,  L.  I.  No  children  were  born 
to  the  second  marriage. 

Thomas  Hiscox  came  to  Westerly  about  1708, 
was  made  a freeman  in  1709,  and  elected  town  clerk 
in  1716,  an  office  he  filled  from  that  time  until  his 
death.  In  1716  he  was  deacon  in  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church;  in  1719  was  chosen  elder,  and  in 
1726  was  ordained  to  the  ministry.  He  died  aged 
eighty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  church  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  a 
pastor  and  a shining  example  of  the  true  Christian 
faith.  No  memorial  marks  his  resting-place. 

(HI)  Joseph  Hiscox,  born  April  22,  1717, 
married  (first),  in  1739,  Sarah  Green,  and  (second) 
Dec.  30,  1754,  the  Widow  Bathsheba  Mackee,  born 
Oct.  26,  1717,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Beebe) 
Clarke,  and  widow  of  John  Mackee.  The  children 
of  the  first  marriage  were:  Joseph,  born  Jan.  i, 
1740;  Simeon,  April  28,  1742;  Thomas,  March  16, 
1744;  and  Eunice,  Nov.  9,  1747.  One  son,  Clarke, 
was  the  issue  of  the  second  union. 

(IV)  Clarke  Hiscox,  born  Oct.  14,  1760.  died 
Feb.  8,  1842.  He  married,  Dec.  2,  1782,  Sarah 
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Saunders,  born  Aug.  9,  1758,  died  Xov.  18,  1841, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Edward  and  Sarah  (Hiscox) 
Saunders.  Their  children  were : Sarah,  born  in 
1783,  who  died  in  1788;  Bathsheha,  born  in  1785; 
Clarke,  horn  iNlay  28,  1787,  who  died  Dec.  7,  1856; 
Arnold,  born  in  1789;  Sarah,  horn  in  1792;  Polly, 
born  in  1794,  who  married  William  Greene;  John, 
born  in  1796;  and  Joseph,  horn  in  1799. 

(V)  Clarke  Hiscox  (2),  born  May  28,  1787, 
died  Dec.  7,  1856.  On  Jan.  ii,  1809,  he  married 
Alary  White,  born  Xov.  28,  1791,  daughter  of  Maj. 
Walter  and  Sophia  (Brown)  White;  she  died 
March  5,  1834.  Their  children  were;  Sally,  born 
Jan.  19,  1810,  married.  Sept.  29,  1831,  William  R. 
Chapman  ; Sophia,  born  Aug.  5,  1813,  married,  Jan. 
19,  1837,  William  Ensign;  Alary,  born  April  17, 
1815,  married,  Alarch  24,  1841,  John  AL  Barber; 
Alartha,  born  Alarch  19,  1817,  married,  Oct.  19, 
1842,  Daniel  E.  Larkin;  Alfred  C.,  born  Sept.  25, 
1819,  married  Alice  Smith;  Julia  was  born  Xov.  5, 
1825  ; Gurdon  is  mentioned  below. 

(\C)  Gurdon  Hiscox  was  born  April  8,  1829, 
and  he  died  Aug.  i,  1885.  On  Dec.  6,  1851,  he 
married  Lydia  A.  Eenner,  born  June  12,  1832, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Lilly  (Potter)  Fenner.  They 
had  two  children;  Gurdon  B.,  born  Alay  15,  1857, 
who  married  Susan  E.  Clarke;  Jessie,  born  June  27. 
1875,  married  La  Clede  Woodmansee.  Gur- 
don Hiscox  was  a farmer  in  Westerly  through  his 
entire  life.  He  was  a member  of  the  First  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church  at  Hopkinton. 

(\’H)  Gurdon  B.  Hiscox,  born  Alay  15,  1857, 
was  married  Xov.  23,  1880,  to  Susan  Emily,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  F.  Clarke,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  Walter  Clarke,  born  July  4,  1883, 
who  married,  Aug.  31,  1904,  Alarion  I.  Thom; 
Robert  Al.,  born  June  18.  1884;  Julia  Louise,  born 
June  15,  1885  ; Raymond  Howard,  born  Sept.  14, 
1894;  and  Alarion,  born  July  16,  1900. 

Air.  Hiscox  was  reared  in  Westerly,  and  there 
completed  the  public  school  course.  When  the 
time  came  for  him  to  make  a choice  of  occupation, 
he  decided  to  learn  the  builder’s  trade  and  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  in  the  same  with  C.  Alaxson 
& Co.,  of  Westerly.  With  this  firm  he  followed 
stair  building,  and  later  followed  the  same  line  of 
work  with  the  well-known  firm  of  Randolph,  Bent- 
ley & Co.  In  1900  Air.  Hiscox  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  H.  T.  Kenyon  & Co.,  builders,  of  Wes- 
terly. This  is  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  this  lo- 
cality, and  has  done  a great  deal  of  the  fine  building 
here.  Alany  of  the  larger  and  more  ornate  cottages 
at  Watch  Hill  have  been  constructed  by  them,  nota- 
bly the  Sully  cottage,  the  Fenner  cottage,  and  the 
Barney  cottage,  and  this  firm  bad  the  contract  for 
rebuilding  the  Brown  building. 

Air.  Hiscox  is  an  excellent  business  man,  but  he 
cares  little  for  entertainment  outside  of  his  home 
and  work.  He  is  connected  with  the  Alasonic  or- 
ganizations. Franklin  Lodge,  X"o.  20,  A.  F.  & A. 
Al. ; Palmer  Chapter,  R.  A.  Al. ; Xarragansett  Com- 


mandery,  K.  T.,  and  Palestine  Temple  of  the  Alys- 
tic  Shrine.  He  has  been  assessor  in  Westerly  for 
several  years. 

WHITE.  The  \\  hite  family,  allied  by  marriage 
to  the  Hiscoxes,  is  of  "Alayflower'’  stock. 

(I)  W'illiam  White  married,  Jan.  27,  1612, 
Anna  Fuller  (or  Fielder),  probably  the  same  called 
Susanna,  and  came  with  his  wife  and  son  Resolved 
and  two  servants  on  the  “Alayflower.”  Peregrine 
White,  of  Alarshfleld,  son  of  William,  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Xew  England,  came  into  life  on  board 
the  “Alayflower,”  Xov.  ii,  1620,  in  the  harbor  of 
Cape  Cod.  He  was  brought  up  by  Edward  Wins- 
low, who  married  his  mother  Susan,  May  12th  fol- 
lowing, his  father  having  died  Feb.  21,  1621.  Pere- 
grine White  married  Sarah,  daiighter  of  William 
Basset;  he  died  July  20,  1704,  and  she  died  Jan.  22, 
171 1 . Their  children  were  ; Daniel,  who  died  Alay  6, 
1724,  aged  seventy  years;  Jonathan,  born  June  4, 
1658;  Sylvanus,  who  died  before  his  father;  Pere- 
grine, baptized  Feb.  16,  1724,  aged  sixty-four; 
Sarah,  born  in  October,  1663,  and  Mercy. 

(II)  Resolved  White,  born  in  1614,  at  Leyden, 
Holland,  died  in  1680,  at  Salem,  Alass.  He  mar- 
ried, April  8,  1640,  Judith  Vassell,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Anne  (King)  \Mssell.  She  died  April  3, 
1670.  Their  children  were;  William,  born  in  1642; 
John,  1644;  Samuel,  Alarch  13,  1646;  Resolved, 
1648;  Anna,  June  4,  1649;  Elizabeth,  June  4,  1652 
(married,  July  17,  1672,  Obediah  Wheeler)  ; Josiah, 
1654;  and  Susannah,  1656. 

(HI)  Samuel  White,  son  of  Resolved,  was  born 
Alarch  13,  1646.  His  wife,  Rebecca,  died  Jan.  25, 
171T.  They  had  children;  John,  born  Aug.  24, 
1669;  Samuel,  July  22,  1671;  Elizabeth,  Alarch  4, 
1673;  Alalitiah,  Feb.  14,^  1676;  Hezekiah,  in  April, 
1682;  Penelope,  Alarch  12,  1687  (married  Alay  31, 
1704,  Pierre  Crapand)  ; and  William,  Jan.  6,  1690. 

(IV)  William  White,  son  of  Samuel,  born  Jan. 
6,  1690,  married  Elizabeth  Cadman,  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  (Hathaway)  Cadman.  The 
following  record  of  their  children  has  been  pre- 
served; William  (married  Oct.  2,  1729,  Abigail 
Thurston)  ; George  (married  Feb.  18,  1730,  Deb- 
orah Shaw)  ; Roger  (married  Alay  4,  1736,  Re- 
becca Grinnell)  ; Chris  (born  in  1717,  who  married 
Alarch  4,  1739,  Eliza  Thurston)  ; Oliver  (married 
Alary  Harmon);  Thomas;  Susanna;  Sarah  (mar- 
ried Alay  23,  1726,  John  Brown)  ; and  Hannah 
(married  Aug.  22,  1732,  William  Taber). 

(V)  Oliver  White,  son  of  William,  married 
Jan.  21,  1747,  Alar}-  Harmon,  who  died  X^ov.  28, 
1811,  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely;  Wal- 
ter; Oliver,  Jr.,  who  married  Cynthia  ; Penelope, 
who  married  in  1784.  Oliver  Davis;  Godfrey,  born 
Sept.  4,  1761,  who  married  in  1789,  Jane  Worden; 
and  Susanna,  born  N^ov.  i,  1766,  who  married  in 
1793.  William  Gardner  Greene. 

(\^I)  Walter  White,  son  of  Oliver,  died  in  1832. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Sophia 
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Brown,  bore  him  eight  children,  as  follows : Lucy, 
born  Dec.  12,  1775 ; Ahhy  Soule,  Feb.  20,  1778 
(married  a Dye);  Walter  Ellery,  Sept,  i,  1785; 
Sophia,  May  17,  1787  (married  John  Sneldon)  ; 
Lydia,  Sept.  25,  1788  (married  Clarke  Saunders)  ; 
Mary,  Nov.  28,  1791  ; Matilda,  Dec.  10,  1795  ; Mar- 
tha, April  15,  1801,  married  Joseph  Hiscox.  Wal- 
ter White  married  (second)  Esther  Saunders, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Hiscox)  Saun- 
ders. 

(VII)  Mary  White,  born  Nov.  28,  1791,  daugh- 
ter of  Walter,  died  IMarch  5,  1834.  She  married 
Jan.  II,  1809,  Clarke  Hiscox,  born  May  28,  1787, 
son  of  Clarke  and  Sarah  (Saunders)  Hiscox.  He 
died  Dec.  7,  1856.  To  this  union  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Sally  Ann,  born  Jan.  19,  1810, 
married  Sept.  29,  1831,  William  R.  Chapman,  and 
died  Nov.  2,  1849;  Sophia,  born  Aug.  5,  1813,  mar- 
ried Jan.  19,  1837,  Wulliam  Ensign;  Mary,  born 
April  17,  1815,  married  March  24,  1841,  John  Bar- 
ber; Martha,  born  JMarch  19,  1817,  married  Oct.  19, 
1842,  Daniel  E.  Larkin  (horn  June  10,  1817,  died 
July  31,  1900),  and  died  March  3,  1894;  Alfred  C., 
born  Sept.  25,  1819,  married  x-\lice  Smith;  Julia, 
born  Nov.  5,  1825,  died  Alarch  3,  1837;  and  Gur- 
don,  born  April  8,  1829,  married  in  1851,  Lydia  A. 
Eenner,  and  died  Aug.  i,  1885. 

SWAIN.  An  ancient  and  prominent,  though 
not  a numerous,  family  in  Rhode  Island  is  that  of 
the  name  of  Swain,  which  is  directly  descended 
from  Richard  Swain,  who  came  from  London  to 
Boston  in  the  ship  “Truelove”  Sept.  17,  1635. 
Technically  he  was  not  the  first  for  he  had  pre- 
viously sent  his  family  to  New  England,  in  the  care 
of  friends,  while  he  and  one  son,  John,  remained 
until  all  had  safely  arrived  and  their  affairs  in  Eng- 
land had  been  adjusted.  The  wife,  Elizabeth,  came 
in  the  ship  “Planter,"  his  sons  William  and  Francis 
in  the  ship  “Rebecca,"  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth 
in  the  “Alary  and  Ellen.”  On  the  arrival  of  the 
father  and  elder  brother  the  family  were  re-united, 
and  were  at  first  located  at  Nantucket,  and  after- 
ward at  Newbury,  Rowley  and  Hampton,  Mass. 
A few  years  after  coming  to  America  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth died,  and  the  family  soon  after  became  scat- 
tered. There  is  record  of  Richard  Swain  of  date 
1643,  while  a resident  of  Hampton,  Alass.,  it  ap- 
pearing that  he  had  been  annoyed  by  an  officer  of 
the  militia,  one  William  Howard,  and  petition  was 
made  by  Air.  Swain  to  the  Governor  for  redress  and 
relief.  Also  while  at  Hampton  he  was  made  a com- 
missioner and  selectman.  In  1659  he  and  his  son 
John  were  among  the  nineteen  purchasers  of  the 
island  of  Nantucket  from  Thomas  Alayhew,  the 
consideration  paid  by  the  Swains  being  “thirty 
pounds  and  tw’O  beaver  hats,  one  for  myself  and  one 
for  my  wife,”  as  Alayhew  in  the  deed  declares.  In 
1661,  then  a resident  of  Nantucket,  he  was  made  a 
commissioner  to  lay  out  lands.  In  1667  he  married 
(second)  Jane,  widow  of  George  Bunker;  she  was 


the  first  wdiite  person  of  record  as  having  died  in 
Nantucket.  Of  his  children  John  is  mentioned  be- 
low; brands  went  to  Long  Island;  William  settled 
at  Hampton,  Alass. ; Richard,  the  only  child  of  the 
second  marriage,  moved  to  New  Jersey.  Richard 
Swain,  the  first  settler,  died  in  1682. 

John  Swain,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land and  came  with  his  father  to  America,  and  was 
associated  with  him  in  all  his  movements.  He  had 
children:  John,  the  first  white  child  born  in  Nan- 
tucket, from  whom  have  descended  many  of  the 
name  who  have  been  men  of  more  than  ordinary 
stabdity  and  citizens  of  sterling  worth  and  integ- 
rity ; Joseph  ; Benjamin  ; Elizabeth  ; Alarv  ; Hannah  • 
and  Patience.  There  also  lived  with  him  another 
John  Swam,  a distant  relative,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  youth,  and  to  avoid  confusion  was  called 
John  England ;"  later  he  dropped  his  real  name, 
and  has  a large  posterity  of  the  name  of  England, 
(jilbert  Swain,  the  well  known  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  the  Olneyville  section  in  Providence,  descends 
from  the  old  family  of  Nantucket,  where  his  grand- 
father Silas  was  born. 

Silas  Swain  passed  his  entire  life  on  Nantucket. 
Ibis  wdfe  Lydia  bore  him  the  following  children : 
Seth,  when  a young  man,  went  to  California,  where 
he  located  and  left  descendants ; Charles  B.  was  of 
Nantucket  and  New  York,  where  he  was  prominent 
in  business,  and  at  his  death  left  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Julius  (who  located  in  the  West),  Odian 
(a  coal  merchant  of  Boston),  Sylvester  (a  business 
man  of  New  York),  Clementine  (who  married  and 
resides  in  New  \ork);  Ellen  died  unmarried  in 
Nantucket  after  a useful  life;  and  Edward  Coffin. 

Edward  Coffin  Swain,  son  of  Silas  and  Lydia, 
was  born  at  Nantucket,  Eeb.  ii,  1805.  He  was  but 
three  years  of  age  when  his  father,  a sea  faring  man, 
was  lost  at  sea  with  the  vessel  of  which  he  was 
master.  The  family  not  being  in  good  financial  cir- 
cumstances, it  became  necessary  that  he  seek  em- 
ployment when  he  was  a mere  lad.  Like  his  father 
he  took  to  the  sea  and  followed  that  calling  for 
some  years.  When  a comparatively  young  man  he 
went  to  California,  where  he  was  engaged  on  a 
vessel  in  the  service  of  the  government,  and  while 
there  met  with  an  accident  which  rendered  him 
unfit  for  employment,  and  seriously  interfered 
with  the  course  of  his  career  as  he  never  regained 
his  former  activity.  He  was  a man  of  generous 
physical  proportions,  as  well  as  mental  qualifica- 
tions. He  was  enterprising  and  industrious,  and 
but  for  his  unfortunate  accident,  w'ould  doubtless 
have  been  a man  of  much  importance.  Notwith- 
standing his  incapacity  for  work  he  was  successful 
and  progressive.  He  died  Alay  8,  1887,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Northend  burial  ground,  Providence. 
He  was  twice  married.  He  (first)  wedded  at 
Nantucket,  Eliza  Folger,  who  bore  him  one  son, 
Edward,  now  deceased.  He  married  (second)  Ann 
Coffin,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Priscilla  (Gardner) 
Coffin  (mentioned  elsewhere).  To  this  marriage 
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were  born  four  children : Eliza  Folger,  now  Mrs. 
James  D.  Cogswell,  of  Providence;  Herbert  and 
Gilbert  (twins),  born  Oct.  9,  1851 ; and  Lydia,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children,  a 
lady  of  strong  religious  principles,  died  Oct.  5, 
1866. 

Herbert  Swain,  son  of  Edward  C.,  was  a car- 
penter and  joiner  by  trade,  and  later  was  engaged 
in  the  milk  business.  He  married  Elizabeth  King, 
and  died  Aug.  15,  1897,  survived  by  his  widow  and 
two  sons,  W illiam  Lee  and  Forrest  Jestram,  who 
now  live  in  Providence. 

Gilbert  Swain,  son  of  Edward  C.,  was  born 
as  above  stated  Oct.  9,  1851.  After  absorbing  the 
rudiments  of  an  education,  he  was,  by  force  of 
circumstances  obliged  to  learn  a trade,  and  ac- 
cordingly was  apprenticed  to  the  machinist’s  trade. 
At  this  he  worked  long  and  diligently,  a portion 
of  the  time  being  employed  at  night.  At  the 
same  time  he  furthered  his  education,  and  later 
was  enabled  to  attend  the  Jencks  Mowry  Academy 
for  a short  time.  His  trade  had  been  acquired  with 
the  view  of  employment  in  the  large  railroad  ma- 
chine shops  then  located  in  Providence,  but  this 
was  rendered  impossible  by  the  financial  crash 
which  occurred  about  this  time,  and  which  carried 
the  industry  mentioned  with  it.  Mr.  Swain  then 
(1874)  with  his  brother  engaged  in  the  milk  trade. 
He  purchased  a route  doing  a moderate  business, 
and  in  the  first  year,  because  of  his  inexperience 
and  lack  of  familiarity  with  the  business,  it  failed 
to  succeed  to  any  extent,  and  this  to  a man  of  less 
determination  might  have  resulted  in  complete  dis- 
aster. Undaunted  Mr.  Sw^ain  continued,  and  an- 
other year  saw  a marked  improvement  which  has 
continued  to  the  present,  which  finds  him  one  of 
the  leading  men  in  the  trade  whose  success  is  due 
entirely  to  his  own  effort  and  the  sound  business 
principles  which  he  has  put  into  practice. 

On  Sept.  15,  1875,  Mr.  Swain  married  Anna 
Lenora  Hill,  daughter  of  Thomas  Rice  Hill,  of 
the  ancient  Hill  family  of  Rhode  Island.  Her 
grandfather  was  Thomas  Hill,  who  was  born  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  who  on  Dec.  8,  1811,  married 
Elizabeth  Stone,  and  at  her  death  he  married  her 
sister  Nancy.  By  the  last  union  there  were  no 
children,  but  by  the  first  Mr.  Hill  became  the  fa- 
ther of:  William,  born  Nov.  ii,  1812;  Jonathan, 
Oct.  II,  1814;  Laura,  Feb.  25,  1817;  Thomas 

Rice,  Nov.  21,  1819;  Roby,  Oct.  10,  1821;  Pris- 
cilla, Nov.  22,  1823;  James,  Feb.  14,  1826;  George, 
July  26,  1829;  John,  Oct.  10,  1831;  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy  unnamed  Aug.  9,  1833.  All  are 
now  deceased.  On  Aug.  15,  1841,  Thomas  Rice 
Hill  married  Mercelia  Hill,  daughter  of  John  Wal- 
ker and  Anna  (Wood)  PI  ill  and  became  the  father 
of  three  children,  as  follows : Isaac  Walker,  born 
May  20,  1842,  now  resides  in  Scituate,  R.  T. ; James 
Edwin,  born  Oct.  24,  1852.  now  lives  in  Bristol,  R. 
I. ; and  Anna  Lenora,  wife  of  Gilbert  Swain,  was 
born  Sept.  13,  1856. 


iMr.  and  iMrs.  Swain  have  had  two  children: 
Irving  Gilbert,  the  eldest,  born  in  1883,  died  in 
infancy;  Leslie  Earl,  born  July  5,  1886,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Providence,  and  is  now  a 
student  at  Brown  University.  Gilbert  Swain  is  a 
man  of  thoroughly  domestic  temperament.  In  1889 
he  built  his  comfortable  home  on  Ralph  street, 
which  he  has  surrounded  with  every  evidence  of 
good  taste.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Plainfield  PTee  Baptist  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  deacons. 
Many  years  ago  he  became  a member  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  that  fraternity.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swain  find  much  to  enjoy  in  life,  and  are  very  pop- 
ular socially. 

LOUIS  NELSON  COLWELL,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  was 
born  Sept.  25,  1872,  and  is  a descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  (I)  Robert  Colwell,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  the  line  being 
through  (H)  Robert  (2),  (HI)  Robert  (3),  (IV) 
Joseph,  (V)  Stephen,  (VI)  Uriah,  and  (VH) 
Joshua. 

(VI)  Uriah  Colwell  and  wife  Deborah  were 
residents  of  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  Among 
their  children  were  six  sons : George,  Harley, 
Uriah  R.,  William,  Joshua  and  Lamed. 

(VH)  Joshua  Colwell,  son  of  Uriah,  was 
born  in  1832,  and  when  a small  boy  removed  from 
Glocester  to  North  Scituate,  where  he  attended  in 
later  years  the  Lapham  Institute.  His  father  was 
a farmer  and  butcher,  and  for  a number  of  years 
the  son  drove  a butcher’s  cart.  In  1855  he  located 
on  the  Whitman  farm  near  Rockland,  and,  as- 
sociated with  Mr.  Gallup,  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business  until  1861,  when  he  bought  out  Mr.  Gall- 
up’s interest.  He  was  director  and  president  of  the 
Old  State  Bank  at  North  Scituate.  In  1869,  in 
company  with  Emery  S.  Kimball,  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Westminster 
and  Almy  streets,  in  Providence,  anddn  1872  they 
bought  out  the  firm  of  Baggs  & Williams,  pork 
packers  on  Washington  street,  and  Mr.  Colwell 
continued  in  that  business  until  his  death,  Nov. 
21,  1898. 

Joshua  Colwell  married  Julia  E.  Olney,  born 
June  25,  1836,  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Lucy 
(Rogers)  Olney,  of  Scituate,  and  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Olney,  a native  of  Hertford,  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  in  1635  in  the  ship 
"Planter”  and  was  first  of  Salem,  and  previous  to 
March,  1638,  in  company  with  Roger  Williams, 
visited  Narragansett  Bay.  He  was  one  of  the 
thirteen  who  formed  the  settlement  at  the  head  of 
the  bay,  which  they  named  Providence.  Mrs.  Col- 
well’s line  from  Thomas  Olney  was  through  Ep- 
enetus,  Epenetus  (2).  Joseph,  Nathan,  Stephen  and 
William  T.  Mrs.  Colwell  died  April  12,  1904. 
By  her  marriage  with  i\Ir.  Colwell  she  became,  the 
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mother  of  children  as  follows:  Comer,  born  June 
17,  1869,  1872;  and  Louis  Nelson,  "born 

Sept.  25,  1872. 

(VIII)  Louis  Nelson  Colwell  graduated  from 
the  Bridgham  Street  Grammar  school  and  Provi- 
dence High  school.  In  1890  he  entered  the  pork 
packing  house  of  Kimball  & Colwell,  in  1895  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm,  and  upon  his  father’s 
death  succeeded  him  to  his  interests,  becoming 
an  equal  owner  of  the  business  with  Ex-Gov. 
Charles  Dean  Kimball.  In  1900  the  business  was 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  The  Kimball  & 
Colwell  Go.,  with  Louis  N.  Colwell  as  president 
and  Charles  Dean  Kimball  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. Mr.  Colwell  is  president  of  the  What  Cheer 
Beef  Company,  of  Providence,  and  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Fall  River  Provision  Company, 
of  Fall  River,  Mass.  He  is  interested  in  the  James 
R.  McLean  Loan  Company,  of  Providence ; is 
secretary  of  the  C.  D.  Snow  Automobile  Company ; 
treasurer  of  the  Edwin  Lowe  Gold  Plate  Company, 
and  treasurer  of  the  Edwin  Lowe  Company.  He 
is  a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge  of  IMasons,  and  of 
Providence  Chapter  and  Providence  Council. 

On  Oct.  9,  1895,  Mr.  Colwell  married  Ida 
Alice,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Isabel  (^Marshall) 
Lowe. 

READ  (Woonsocket  family).  The  Read  fam- 
ily of  Woonsocket  descends  from  one  of  the  most 
ancient  families  of  the  Bay  State,  prominent  there 
and  ancient  and  distinguished  in  old  England.  The 
family  history  here  in  New  England  reaches  back 
to  within  a decade  of  the  coming  thither  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  here  in  Rhode  Island  the 
Woonsocket  branch  of  the  family  have  lived  for 
several  generations,  and  been  among  the  substan- 
tial and  prominent  men  and  women  of  their  com- 
munity. Reference  is  especially  made  to  the  late 
Elisha  Thornton  Read,  long  identified  with  the 
banking  interests  of  Woonsocket,  who  for 
thirty-one  years  was  the  cashier  of  one  of  the 
banks  there ; and  to  his  sons — the  present  Hon. 
George  S.  Read,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  a for- 
mer Representative  from  his  city  in  the  General 
Assembly,  of  Rhode  Island,  long  its  postmaster, 
etc. ; and  James  S.  Read,  of  the  same  city,  who  on 
the  death  of  his  father  succeeded  him  as  cashier 
of  the  Union  National  Bank,  a relation  he  has 
sustained  to  that  bank  for  a period  of  now  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  who  otherwise  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Woon- 
socket. 

There  follows  in  chronological  order  from  the 
immigrant  settler  the  family  history  and  lineage 
of  the  Reads  of  Woonsocket,  just  alluded  to. 

(I)  Col.  Thomas  Read,  of  distinguished  an- 
cestry in  England,  came  to  New  England  with 
Gov.  Winthrop  and  others  in  the  great  fleet  of 
1630,  and  settled  at  Salem,  IMass.,  where  he  was 
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made  a freeman  in  that  year.  It  is  supposed  by 
those  who  have  written  of  him  and  his  family  that 
he  was  a son  of  Sir  Thomas  Read  and  Mary  Corn- 
wall, of  Brocket  Hall,  in  Hertfordshire.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  had  been  cderk  of  the  Green 
Cloth,  and  his  maternal  grandfather  was  Lord  of 
Shropshire.  His  elder  brother  was  a baronet.  Col. 
Read  had  a grant  of  300  acres  of  land’  in  Salem  in 
1637,  there  being  but  four  in  the  town  having  as 
large  a grant.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife 
was  Alsea,  and  their  children  were : Thomas, 
Jacob  and  Abraham,  all  of  whom  were  probably 
born  in  England.  Col.  Read  was  a very  prominent 
man  in  the  Colony,  and  was  a colonel  in  the  militia 
as  early  as  1643,  probably  of  that  rank  previous  to 
coming  to  New  England.  He  was  a colonel  in  the 
British  army  at  the  Restoration  of  Charles  H,  in 
1660.  He  died  in  England  in  the  year  1663,  and 
his  son  Abraham  settled  his  estate. 

(H)  Capt.  Thomas  Read,  son  of  Col.  Thomas, 
born  in  England,  came  to  New  England  likely 
with  his  father  and  family.  It  is  thought  he  lived 
at  one  time  in  Lynn.  He  was  appointed  ensign  in 
1647,  was  made  captain,  and  had  several  ten-acre 
lots  granted  him  in  Salem.  His  children  were : 
Susanna,  baptized  Sept.  23,  1649;  baptized 

June  13,  1651;  iMary,  baptized  in  1653;  Elizabeth, 
baptized  IMay  13,  1655;  Remember,  baptized  April 
26,  1657;  Jacob,  baptized  Dec.  22,  1658;  Sarah, 
born  March  15,  1660;  John  (2),  born  Aug.  21, 
1662;  Jacob  (2),  born  June  7,  1663;  and  Sarah, 
born  Oct.  14,  1665.  The  father  probably  died 
shortly  after  the  birth  of  the  youngest  child,  as  his 
wife  was  soon  after  knowm  as  Widow  Mary. 

(HI)  Jacob  Read,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas,  born 
June  7,  1663,  married  in  December,  1693,  Eliza- 
beth Greene,  and  their  children  w-ere : Aaron, 
born  in  1694  (at  Salem,  iMass.)  ; John,  Dec.  26, 
1695;  Mary,  in  1697;  Jacob,  Feb.  4,  1699;  Jona- 
than, Jan.  12,  1701;  Sarah,  May  15,  1703;  Eliza- 
beth, March  13,  1704. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Read,  son  of  Jacob,  born  Jan. 
12,  1701,  in  Salem,  iMass.,  married  (first)  Mary 
Hanson,  and  (second)  Jan.  i,  1744,  Sarah  Kemper. 
His  children  born  to  the  first  wife  were:  Benja- 
min, Hanson.  Daniel,  Johig  Jacob  and  William 
(born  in  1729)  ; and  those  born  to  the  second  wdfe 
w’ere : Oliver  and  Aaron.  Several  of  the  sons 
of  the  first  marriage  appear  to  have  settled  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  nearby.  One  of  the 
sons,  Jacob,  died  in  October,  1749,  in  Smithfield, 
Rhode  Island. 

(V’)  John  Read,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
Dec.  10.  1732.  He  married  Hannah  Farnum,  and 
among  their  children  were : David,  George,  John, 
Anna  and  Abigail,  the  tw^o  last  named  being  of 
record  in  Smithfield.  R.  I.,  as  horn  March  4,  1756, 
and  iMarch  17,  1758,  respectively. 

(AT)  George  Read,  son  of  John,  born  June  i, 
1771,  in  Smithfield,  married  Abigail,  born  April 
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7,  1774,  in  Leicester,  iMass.,  daughter  of  Antepas 
and  Mercy  (Slade)  Earle,  he  a descendant  of 
Ralph  Earle,  who  was  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in 
16^8,  his  descent  being  through  William,  Ralph 
(2)  and  Benjamin  Earle.  George  Read  and  wife 
lived  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.  She  died  there  Oct.  29, 
1818,  and  he  passed  away  Feb.  26,  1859,  in  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  nine  months. 
Their  children  were;  jNIercy  E.,  born  Nov.  5> 
1799;  Hannah,  June  30,  1800;  Sarah,  Sept.  14, 
1802;  Elisha,  Feb.  5,  1807;  Elizabeth,  Oct.  25, 
1809;  Jonathan  E.,  Oct.  5,  1811;  and  Abby  E., 
.Wig.  2,  1814. 

(VII)  Elisba  Thornton  Read,  son  of  George 
and  Abigail  (Earle)  Read,  born  Feb.  5)  1807,  in 
Smithfield,  R.  L,  married  (first)  May  16,  1834, 
Harriet  Atwood  Stockbridge,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Ploratio  and  Priscilla  W.  Stockbridge.  She  died 
Jan.  II,  1857,  and  he  married  (second)  Dec.  8, 
1858,  Mary  lb.  Osborn,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth A.  Osborn.  Mr.  Read  received  his  education 
in  a private  school,  and  in  the  briends’  School, 
Providence.  He  was  early  given  business  training, 
following  mercantile  lines.  For  many  years  he  was 
agent  for  the  line  of  stages  between  Providence 
and  Worcester,  retaining  the  position  until  such 
time  as  staging  was  succeeded  by  tbe  railroad.  In 
February,  1847,  Read  became  cashier  of  the 
Smithfield  Union  Bank,  which  subsequently  be- 
came the  National  Union  Bank  at  Woonsocket, 
and  with  these  he  continued  in  such  relation  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-one  years,  from  1847  until 
the  time  of  his  death  which  occurred  March  i, 
1878.  His  life  of  activity  and  uprightness  gave 
him  prominence  in  the  community,  and  his  mem- 
ory is  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him. 

To  the  first  marriage  of  IMr.  Read  were  born 
children  as  follows,  three  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing; James  S.  was  born  Sept.  9.  1835;  George  S. 
died  young ; Harriet  A.,  born  Oct.  2,  1839,  mar- 
ried Charles  B.  Armstrong,  of  Pawtucket  (men- 
tioned elsewhere)  ; Isabelle  died  young ; George  S. 
(2)  was  born  Sept.  22,  1842;  Isabelle  (2)  died 
aged  six  and  one-half  years ; and  Elisha  T.  died 
aged  six  months. 

(VHl)  James  S.  Read,  son  of  Elisha  T.  and 
Harriet  Atwood  (Stockbridge)  Read,  born  Sept. 
9,  1835,  in  Woonsocket,  married  June  15,  1861, 
Laura  A.,  daughter  of  Abner  Aldrich,  of  Woon- 
socket. Their  children  are;  Elisha  T.,  teller  in  the 
Union  National  Bank,  and  clerk  and  recorder  for 
the  Society  of  Friends  of  the  Smithfield  monthly 
meeting;  and  Laura  Isabelle,  at  borne. 

James  S.  Read  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 
M’oonsocket  where  he  attended  private  school 
taught  by  Miss  Delpha  Warren,  and  later  he  at- 
tcmled  Worcester  Academy.  He  then  taught  school 
in  North  Smithfield  and  later  in  Woonsocket,  after 
which  he  became  clerk  in  a grocery  store  for  R.  P. 
Smith.  He  next  held  a similar  position  with  C.  E. 
Aldrich  for  four  vears  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 


became  bookkeeper  for  the  Clinton  Alanufacturing 
Company,  and  had  charge  of  their  store  for  six 
years.  In  June,  1869,  he  formed  a partnership 
with  George  L.  White,  of  Woonsocket,  to  engage 
in  manufacturing,  but  tbe  following  year  sold  out 
to  iMr.  White,  and  accepted  a position  as  clerk, 
bookkeeper  and  paymaster  with  the  Woonsocket 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  there  he  continued 
until  his  father’s  death,  when  he  was  appointed 
the  latter’s  successor  as  cashier  of  the  Union  Na- 
tional Bank,  a position  he  has  filled  with  credit  for 
thirty  years.  He  is  also  a director  of  the  Bank. 
Pie  is  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  which 
denomination  he  is  an  elder,  and  he  is  a man  of  high 
character,  respected  by  all.  Mr.  Read  has  variously 
served  his  native  city  in  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  is  favorably  known  throughout 
the  .State.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  town 
council,  and  of  the  school  board,  of  which  he  is 
now  chairman,  succeeding  the  late  Hon.  L.  L.  Chil- 
son,  and  he  has  also  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Globe  school  district,  and  is  a trustee  of  the  Woon- 
socket Hospital. 

(VHI)  George  S.  Read,  son  of  Elisha  T.  and 
Harriet  Atwood  (Stockbridge)  Read,  born  Sept. 
22,  1842,  in  Woonsocket,  married  in  1867,  Lavilla 
A.,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Eliza  C.  Allan,  of  Frank- 
lin, Mass.  Mr.  Read  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public ' and  high  schools  of  Woonsocket  and  the 
Friends  School  at  Providence.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  a member  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island 
Heavy  Artillery,  enlisting  Aug.  30,  1861,  and  on 
June  3,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant; August,  1863,  was  on  detached  service 
at  Morris  Island,  and  so  continued  until  October, 

1863.  On  Oct.  31,  1863,  he  was  discharged  as  ser- 
geant to  accept  promotion,  and  was  mustered  in  as 
second  lieutenant  to  date  Sept,  i,  1863;  March  9, 

1864,  ordered  on  detached  service  with  Lieut.,  Co. 
M,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  so  borne  until  July, 
1864,  when  he  joined  the  regiment;  August,  1864, 
on  special  duty  in  charge  of  Fort  Seward,  Bay 
Point,  S.  C. ; Oct.  5,  1864,  mustered  out. 

After  sharing  the  fortunes  of  war  with  the 
Third,  Lieut.  Read  returned  to  his  home  in  Woon- 
socket, where  he  has  since  been  actively  and  promi- 
nently identified  with  the.  growth  and  development 
of  that  city.  From  1879  to  1888  he  was  the  efficient 
postmaster  of  Woonsocket,  and  in  the  last  named 
year  he  was  the  representative  of  that  city  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Assembly.  He  is  now  bookkeeper 
for  the  Weeks  Furniture  Company,  and  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  National  Bank. 

WIGHTIMAN.  In  the  early  settlement  of 
Rhode  Island  there  appeared  at  two  different  points 
a George  Wightman  and  a Valentine  Whitman, 
whom  authorities  on  early  Rhode  Island  history 
make  kinsmen,  “perhaps  brothers.”  From  this 
source  spring  those  of  either  name  whose  family 
history  - extends  back  to  early  Rhode  Island.  The 
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descendants  of  George  have  more  generally  pre- 
served the  spelling  of  the  name  as  Wightman, 
though  occasionally  using  the  other  form — Whit- 
man. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Edward  Wightman  of 
Burton-upon-Trent,  England,  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  last  martyr  condemned  for  heresy  on 
English  soil.  He  was  convicted  Dec.  14,  1611,  and 
was  burned  at  Litchfield  April  ii,  1612.  Tradition 
makes  George  Wightman  (above)  a descendant  of 
the  martyr  Edward  Wightman,  who  suffered  death 
for  religious  liberty.  George  Wightman  was  in 
Kingstowm  as  early  as  1669.  He  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  1671,  and  became  a freeman  in  1673. 
He  was  constable  in  1686.  He  was  born  in  1632, 
and  died  in  1722.  He  married  Elizabeth  Updike, 
born  in  1644,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Katherine 
(Smith)  Updike,  of  South  -Kingstown.  Their 
children  were : Elizabeth,  Alice,  Daniel,  Sarah, 
George,  John,  Samuel  and  Valentine.  Of  these 
Daniel  was  ordained  as  a minister  and  made  as- 
sistant to  Rev.  James  Glarke,  pastor  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  at  Newport.  He  succeeded  Mr. 
Clarke  to  the  pastorate  of  the  church  in  1736,  and 
for  nearly  fifty  years  was  identified  with  it.  To 
one  of  his  sons,  George,  who  settled  in  Warwick, 
he  deeded  in  1743,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  Exeter,  R.  I.  Another  son,  John,  lived  in 
South  Kingstown,  and  in  Exeter,  while  another 
son,  Samuel,  w^as  located  in  Groton,  Connecticut. 

Valentine  Whitman,  the  other  of  the  two  origi- 
nal settlers  referred  to,  w'as  early  at  Providence, 
where  in  1656  he  was  surveyor  of  highways,  was 
later  for  several  years  juryman,  and  in  1658  com- 
missioner. He  died  in  1701,  and  his  widow  JMary 
passed  away  in  1718.  Of  their  nine  children  there 
was  but  one  son — Valentine — who  married  in  1694, 
Sarah  Bartlett.  He  became  a citizen  of  Smithfield, 
R.  L,  and  at  his  home  on  March  17,  1731,  was 
held  the  first  meeting  of  the  town  council.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  1719. 

From  Col.  George  Whghtman,  son  of  Rev.  Dan- 
iel and  grandson  of  George  Wightman,  the  North 
Kingstown  settler,  has  descended  a branch  of  the 
Barrington-Providence  family  of  Wightmans,  sev- 
eral of  whom  were  prominently  identified  with  the 
city's  history  through  the  latter  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  and  as  well  a younger  generation  is 
now  active  in  the  city’s  life. 

Reference  is  especially  made  to  the  late  George 
W.  Wightman,  who  for  forty  and  more  years  w^as 
a most  valuable  and  useful  public  servant  here  and 
in  the  State  at  large,  the  greater  part  of  which 
period  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  city  and  State’s 
charities ; and  to  his  brother  the  late  Capt.  Albert 
Augustus  Wightman,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  long  at  the  head  of  the  extensive  jewelry 
mairafacturing  establishment  bearing  his  name,  his 
business  associate  being  Mr.  Walter  S.  Hough, 
now  president  of  Wightman  & Hough  Company ; 
and  to  the  sons  of  these  men,  some  of  whom  still 


represent  the  name  and  family  in  the  business 
life  of  this  section. 

T.  he  Christian  name  of  the  wife  of  Col.  George 
Wightman  of  North  Kingstown  was  Mary,  and 
their  family  comprised  the  following  children  of 
North  Kingstown  record:  Catherine,  born  Feb. 
2^)  1725;  George,  Nov.  4,  1726;  David,  Aug.  24, 
1728;  John,  Oct.  7,  1730;  Valentine,  March  13, 
1733;  a daughter,  May  13,  1736;  and  Samuel,  in 
1739; 

George  Wightman,  son  of  George  and  Mary, 
born  Nov.  4,  1726,  married  Dec.  2,  1746,  Eliza- 
beth Wait,  of  Exeter,  Rhode  Island. 

George  Wightman,  son  of  George  and  Eliza- 
beth, married  June  16,  1776,  Wait  Sweet. 

Daniel  Wightman,  son  of  George  and  Wait, 
born  about  1797,  married  Charlotte  Chase. 

George  W.  Wightman,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Charlotte  (Chase),  born  May  10,  1821,  in  the  town 
of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  married  (first)  May  10,  1843, 
in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  Lydia  Bosworth  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Simon  and  Lydia  (Bosworth)  Smith,  of 
Barrington  stock.  iMrs.  Wightman  died  May  8, 
i860,  aged  thirty-eight  years.  She  was  a grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  Samuel  Bosworth,  of  the  Rliode 
Island  Artillery. 

Mr.  Wightman  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  fur- 
thering his  studies  at  the  Exeter  Academy.  From 
Warwick  his  father  and  family  removed  to  the 
tow'n  of  Barrington  in  the  same  State  and  here  the 
early  years  of  George  W.  were  passed  on  a farm. 
In  1846  he  located  in  Providence,  where  the  most 
of  his  active  life  was  devoted  to  the  development 
of  system  and  proper  organization  in  benevolent, 
charitable  and  correctional  institutions,  for  which 
he  displayed  remarkable  fitness  and  adaptability. 
His  first  experience  as  an  executive  officer  over 
charitable  work  was  in  the  office  of  the  overseer 
of  the  poor  of  Providence,  where  he  made  a wise 
administration  for  thirty-two  years  (1857-1889), 
and  it  was  in  that  capacity  that  Mr.  Wightman 
served  the  city  so  efficiently.  He  was  a thorough 
master  of  the  science  of  pauper  administration,  a 
friend  to  the  unfortunate — one  who  knew  how  to 
best  administer  to  their  needs,  and  direct  charity 
in  the  way  it  could  do  the  most  good.  It  was  Mr. 
Whghtman  who  first  conceived  the  idea  of  a city 
wood  yard,  and  that  institution  was  set  up  in  Provi- 
dence some  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death,  the 
first  in  the  United  States,  and  it  has  since  been 
adopted  by  nearly  every  city  in  the  country.  As 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  and  agent  of  the 
board,  continuing  in  office  until  his  death,  Mr. 
Wightman  had  the  fullest  opportunity  to  exercise 
his  remarkable  talent  for  the  work,  and  in  the  study 
of  the  needs  of  the  dependent  classes,  he  learned 
and  applied  wiser  and  more  humane  methods  of 
treatment.  His  large  acquaintance  with  men  and 
institutions  outside  the  State  made  him  an  authority 
on  charity  and  correction  management.  Almost 
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up  to  the  very  hour  of  his  death  he  had  been  in 
robust  health.  In  July,  1892,  he  attended  the  con- 
vention at  Denver  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Charitable  Institutions  of  the  country,  and  although 
then  three-score  and  ten  years  of  age,  Rhode  Is- 
land recognized  in  him  the  man  most  conversant 
with  such  affairs  and  the  man  best  equipped  to  act 
as  its  delegate.  His  tender  sympathies,  good  judg- 
ment, and  wise  counsels  brought  hiiu  into  close 
contact  with  the  people  he  was  called  on  to  aid, 
and  the  officials  responsible  for  their  care.  The  un- 
fortunate of  all  classes  and  conditions  found  in  ]Mr. 
W'ightman  a true  friend  as  well  as  a faithful  officer, 
who  was  in  touch  wdth  their  infirmities  and  sorrows. 
He  had  the  will  and  magnetic  energy  that  gave 
strength  and  courage  to  the  weak  and  erring,  and 
cheered  the  hopeless  to  hopefulness.  “Mr.  Wight- 
man  was  a man  of  marked  and  masterful  individ- 
uality, and  it  was  not  at  first  interchange  of  rela- 
tions with  him  that  he  was  always  estimated  at  his 
true  value;  but  when  the  relations  became  closer 
few  failed  to  find  him  a man  of  strong  intellect,  ex- 
cellent judgment,  and  kindly  and  sympathetic  feel- 
ing.” 

In  the  death  of  i\Ir.  Wightman,  wdiich  occurred 
at  his  home  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Feb.  24,  1893, 
when  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age,  the  city 
lost  not  only  one  of  its  oldest  citizens  in  point  of 
years,  but  the  oldest  in  its  service.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  city’s  first  police  force,  the  small 
body  of  men  known  as  the  “Old  Watch,”  which 
kept  the  peace  in  the  days  Xvhen  blue  coats  and  brass 
buttons  for  patrolmen  had  never  been  thought  of. 

To  iMr.  Wightman  and  his  wife,  Lydia  Bos- 
worth  (Smith)  Wightman,  were  born  children 
as  follows : Harriet  C.,  who  married  the  Hon. 
George  T.  Baker,  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  and  died 
April  3,  1906;  Annie  Wilson,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Hunt, 
of  Providence;  Walter  Russell;  and  George  Henry. 

Walter  Russell  Wightman  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  21,  1850.  In  1888  he  en- 
tered his  father’s  office,  and  in  May,  1893,  he  was 
appointed  agent  of  the  State  Charities  and  Correc- 
tions and  State  Probation  officer.  He  is  proving 
himself  a most  efficient  successor  to  his  worthy  fa- 
ther. 

JAMES  BURDICK.  The  late  James  Burdick, 
a well-known  citizen  and  successful  business  man 
of  Providence,  was  a descendant  of  an  old  Rhode 
Island  family,  and  was  a native  of  Newport,  son 
of  Isaiah  and  Mary  (Lake)  Burdick. 

Isaiah  Burdick  was  a prominent  citizen  of  New- 
j)ort,  serving  as  sheriff'  for  many  years.  The  latter 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Providence,  in  which 
city  his  death  occurred.  He  was  the  father  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  but  two  survive ; Joseph 
D.,  now  a resident  of  .Alameda,  Cal. ; and  Mrs. 
Caroline  E.  Jernegan,  a resident  of  Florida. 

James  Burdick  was  horn  A larch  30.  1831,  in 
Newport,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 


public  schools  of  that  place,  and  at  the  academy 
in  Killingly,  Conn.,  to  which  latter  place  he  went 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  a brother,  Benjamin, 
being  engaged  as  a tinsmith  at  what  is  now 
Danielson,  in  that  town.  Young  James  worked 
in  his  brother’s  shop,  and  there  acquired  his 
knowledge  of  the  tinsmith’s  trade.  They  resided 
there  until  about  1848,  when  the  brother  removed 
to  Providence,  and  James,  being  in  his  brother’s 
employ  at  that  time,  accompanied  him,  devoting 
almost  his  entire  attention  to  the  makingr  of  the 
tin  cans  used  in  the  cotton  manufacturing  business. 
He  was  saving  of  his  wages,  and  when  the  news 
of  the  California  gold  discovery  was  received  he 
was  among  the  first  to  make  up  his  mind  to  go, 
having  the  necessary  money  to  pay  his  way  on  the 
ship  “South  America,”  which  sailed  from  Provi- 
dence, Sept.  3,  1849,  around  Cape  Horn,  reaching 
San  Francisco,  Feh.  15,  1850. 

Air.  Burdick  began  prospecting  at  Calveras,  and 
so  continued  until  the  fall  of  1851,  when  he  began 
keeping  hotel  at  the  same  place.  In  1855  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  there,  his  place  of 
business  being  destroyed  by  fire  the  following  year. 
At  this  time  he  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1858  was  elected  a representative  to  the 
California  Legislature  from  Calveras  county.  Mr. 
Burdick  at  this  time  was  the  owner  of  the  famous 
group  of  large  trees  at  Calveras,  but  later  disposed 
of  them.  He  spent  fifteen  years  in  California, 
meeting  with  successes  and  reverses,  as  was  the 
lot  of  the  miners  and  prospectors  of  that  time 
and  place.  He  was  fond  of  recalling  his  many 
interesting  experiences,  one  of  which  was  his  teach- 
ing dancing,  which  he  turned  to  when  no  other 
lucrative  work  was  in  view.  About  1864  Lft 
California  and  went  to  the  gold  fields  at  Caribou, 
on  the  Frazier  river  in  British  Columbia,  at  which 
place  he  was  engaged  at  mining,  and  he  spent  ten 
years  in  that  place,  some  of  which  time  he  held 
the  office  as  a local  justice  of  the  peace,  with  the 
title  of  judge. 

About  1874  Air.  Burdick  returned  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  soon  after  he  became  associated  with 
his  brother,  Benjamin,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
stone,  tinware  and  plumbing  business,  on  Smith 
street.  Providence,  under  the  firm  name  of  Burdick 
& Jackson.  James  Burdick  purchased  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  firm  name  became  Bur- 
dick Brothers,  who  continued  to  do  business  with 
success  until  1898,  when  Benjamin  Burdick  died, 
and  the  firm  became  Burdick  & Co.,  James  Catrell 
becoming  a member  of  the  firm.  This  partnership 
continued  until  October,  1902,  when  Air.  Burdick 
disposed  of  his  business  interests,  and  afterward 
lived  retired  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July 
12,  1905,  at  Niantic,  R.  I.,  and  he  was  buried  at 
Swan  Point. 

In  his  political  views  Air.  Burdick  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  served  the  Third  ward  in  the  common 
council  from  1892  to  1901.  He  was  a member  of 
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Nestell  Lodge,  No.  37,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Providence 
Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  A.  M. ; and  also  belonged  to  the 
Veteran  Firemen’s  Association,  of  which  he  served 
as  president.  He  was  also  a member  of  tbe  Cali- 
fornia Pioneers  Association,  a Massachusetts  or- 
ganization, and  when  able  always  attended  their 
meetings  and  frequently  answered  a toast  or  de- 
livered an  address.  He  prepared  three  interesting 
papers  relating  to  his  California  trip  and  experi- 
ences and  read  them  before  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  (of  which  he  was  a member),  en- 
titled, “Foot  Prints  of  the  California  Argonauts,” 
“Reminiscences  of  a Forty  Niner,”  and  “To  Cali- 
fornia and  Return.”  In  1901,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Burdick,  he  visited  California  and  spent  three 
months  there  visiting  the  places  familiar  to  him  a 
half  century  before,  renewing  old  acquaintances, 
many  of  them  now  being  millionaires.  Mr.  Bur- 
dick was  a very  genial  and  companionable  man, 
possessing  a very  retentive  memory,  and  was  a 
most  entertaining  conversationalist.  A man  of 
much  native  ability  had  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
a college  education  he  could  have  made  his  mark 
in  any  kind  of  business. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  first  married  to  Mrs.  Mary 
(Halsey)  Head,  daughter  of  Wright  and  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Halsey,  and  a descendant  of 
a family  once  numerous  and  prominent  in  Provi- 
dence. Mrs.  Burdick  died  in  1880,  and  on  Feb. 
12,  1891,  he  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss 
Abbey  Frances  Barber,  daughter  of  Deacon  John 
L.  and  Abbey  (Matteson)  Barber,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Deacon  Weeden  and  Hannah  (Lewis) 
Barber.  Mrs.  Burdick  is  a descendant  of  several 
of  the  old  families  of  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
among  them  being  tbe  Lewis  and  Kenyon  families. 
Deacon  John  L.  Barber,  her  father,  was  at  one 
time  engaged  as  a manufacturer  in  Exeter,  R.  L, 
and  became  quite  successful.  He  resided  in  Provi- 
dence for  many  years  previous  to  his  death,  being 
for  twenty-four  years  a traveling  salesman  in  the 
employ  of  Oliver  L.  Johnson  & Co.  Mrs.  Bur- 
dick resides  at  No.  141  Prospect  street.  Provi- 
dence, and  her  summer  home  is  in  Conanicut. 

HON.  THOMAS  FRANCIS  PEIRCE,  of 
Providence,  R.  L,  was  held  in  such  esteem  by  the 
people  of  the  city,  which  was  the  scene  of  his  long 
and  active  business  career,  that  the  Providence 
Dailey  Journal  on  the  occasion  of  bis  death  edi- 
torially said : “In  the  decease  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Prancis  Peirce  the  community  has  lost  a conscien- 
tious public  citizen  and  a representative  business 
man,  whose  integrity  and  spotless  career  of  over 
forty  years  in  this  city  have  made  him  deservedly 
prominent.” 

Born  Jan.  12,  1835,  on  the  old  Pawtucket  turn- 
pike in  the  town  of  Providence,  Mr.  Peirce  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Lucina  Jane  (Horton)  Peirce, 
and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
New  England  families,  the  Peirce,  Pierce  or 


Pearce  family  tracing  their  lineage  for  hundreds 
of  years  back  in  Great  Britain  prior  to  tbe  coming 
across  tbe  ocean  of  the  several  emigrants  of  the 
name  to  the  xMiierican  Colonies  in  their  early  his- 
tory. 

Thomas  Peirce  was  born  in  1802,  son  of  Thomas 
of  Dighton,  Mass.,  a tanner,  currier  and  leather 
merchant  and  he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town.  Coming  to  Providence  in  1833,  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  men’s  sewed  and 
pegged  boots  and  shoes,  his  place  of  business  being 
located  on  North  Main  street,  near  the  Amasa 
Gray  place.  He  had  the  principal  wholesalers  for 
his  customers  and  his  business  prospered  abun- 
dantly. In  1836,  in  connection  with  his  manufac- 
turing, he  opened  a retail  store  on  the  present  site 
of  the  Commercial  Bank.  The  store  did  well  but 
in  1841  Mr.  Peirce  wanted  to  devote  all  his  atten- 
tion to  manufacturing,  and  he  sold  out  the  retail 
establishment  to  C.  A.  Peirce  & Co.,  C.  A.  Peirce 
being  his  brother.  Eive  years  later  Mr.  Peirce  sold 
the  manufacturing  business  and  opened  another  re- 
tail store,  located  where  Tillinghast  & IMason  for- 
merly were,  in  the  Dantworth  Block.  For  six  years 
he  managed  the  new  store,  until  in  1852  Mr.  Chris- 
topher Johnson,  of  Lyman,  Mass.,  wanted  to  buy  it, 
and  with  his  usual  accommodating  disposition  Mr. 
Peirce  sold  out  to  him.  For  two  years  he  enjoyed 
the  well-earned  profits  of  his  labors,  but  in  1854. 
joining  with  his  only  son,  Thomas  F.,  he  estab- 
lished the  well-known  firm  of  Thomas  F.  Peirce  & 
Son,  which  continues  to  this  time  under  the  same 
name,  a period  of  over  fifty  years.  He  continued  as 
a member  of  this  firm  until  about  1863,  when  he 
retired  wholly  from  active  business  pursuits,  leav- 
ing the  business  to  bis  son.  He  thus  had  been 
actively  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the 
city  of  his  adoption  for  thirty  years.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  for  the  up- 
rightness and  probity  of  bis  character.  He  was  a 
man  of  liberal  religious  views,  and  his  life  was 
governed  wholly  by  the,  Golden  Rule,  which  was 
his  creed  and  his  religion.  His  was  a character 
that  ennobled  all  who  came  in  contact  with  it.  A 
contemporary,  writing  of  him  at  the  time  of  his 
death  which  occurred  Dec.  7,  1884,  said : “He  was 
just  to  a fault,  and  a man  of  honor  to  the  last.” 

He  married  Lucina  Jane  Horton,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  and  one  son  blessed  this  union,  Thomas 
France,  born  Jan.  12,  1835. 

After  receiving  a common  school  education 
Thomas  Francis  Peirce  engaged  in  the  shoe  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  who  had  established  himself 
in  the  shoe  trade  in  1836  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Commercial  Bank,  in  Westminster  street.  Later 
the  business  was  established  in  the  Arcade  Build- 
ing, in  which  it  had  three  locations,  first  in  No. 
7,  afterward  in  the  first  No.  2 on  the  right  and  then 
No.  4 on  the  left.  He  then  took  the  first  four  stores 
on  the  left,  and  one  up-stairs,  making  five  in  all, 
entering  from  Westminster.  It  was  carried  on  in 
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the  Arcade  Building  at  the  time  young  Peirce 
joined  his  father  in  1854.  In  1893  the  business  had 
outgrown  its  larger  Arcade  location,  and  was  re- 
moved to  its  present  central  location  and  handsome 
quarters  on  the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Dor- 
rance  streets,  where  is  maintained  one  of  the  finest 
establishments  in  the  shoe  line  in  New  England. 

The  business  has  succeeded  from  father  to  son 
until  it  has  passed  through  several  generations  of 
the  family,  and  is  now  under  the  management  of 
George  E.  Peirce,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Francis 
Peirce ; and  by  the  business  acumen,  enterprise  and 
efforts  of  these  several  generations  of  Peirces  has 
been  attained  the  present  excellence  of  business  and 
high  standing  in  commercial  circles  of  this,  the 
oldest  shoe  establishment  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
oldest  in  New  England  handling  fine  goods.  Mr. 
Peirce  was  president  of  the  National  Shoe  and 
Leather  Association  of  America.  He  got  up  the 
largest  boot  and  shoe  clam  bake  ever  held  in  Rhode 
Island,  hundreds  attending  from  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  late  Thomas  Francis  Peirce  in  his  political 
views  was  a stanch  Democrat,  but  his  political  life 
and  actions  were  very  broad  in  their  scope  and  not 
limited  by  party.  In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the 
General  Assembly.  In  1892  he  was  re-elected,  be- 
ing the  only  candidate  on  either  ticket  to  secure  an 
election  on  the  first  ballot,  this  fact*  being  tbe  direct 
cause  of  bringing  about  the  plurality  laws.  As  a 
member  of  the  Democratic'  City  and  Central  com- 
mittees his  services  were  of  great  value  and  were 
always  appreciated.  Up  to  within  six  years  before 
the  death  of  Mr.  Peirce  he  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Squantum  Club.  Always  of  a social  na- 
ture in  his  youth  he  was  a leader  in  society.  One 
of  his  greatest  pleasures  was  derived  from  the  en- 
joyment of  good  horses,  of  which  he  kept  an  ex- 
cellent stable.  Personally  he  was  much  like  his 
father  in  his  characteristics,  broad  and  liberal  in 
bis  views,  and  charitable  in  every  way. 

On  ^larch  16,  1865,  Peirce  was  married 
to  Miss  Caroline  T.  Rounds,  a native  of  Boston, 
]\Iass.,  and  they  had  four  children:  (i)  Francis 
Thomas  was  born  March  22,  1867.  (2)  Carrie  L., 
born  April  30,  1871,  married  H.  N.  Williams,  M. 
D.,  and  has  two  children,  Charlotte  Peirce  and 
Francis.  (3)  George  E.,  born  April  15,  1873, 
married  Florence,  daughter  of  Alanson  Alexander, 
•of  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.,  and  one  son.  George,  Jr.  (4) 
Truman  B.  was  born  Nov.  18,  1879. 

Mr.  Peirce  died  at  his  late  home  on  Broadway, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  June  19,  1896,  on  the  spot  where 
his  father  had  purchased  a home  in  about  1838, 
and  where  he  and  his  father  spent  the  balance  of 
their  lives.  At  that  time  there  were  onl}^  two 
houses  on  what  is  now  Broadway,  between  this 
house  and  Olneyville. 

GEORGE  L.  CL.-\RKE.  During  the* nineteenth 
century  several  generations  of  the  Clarke  family 


have  lived  in  the  town  of  Norton,  Mass.,  and  the 
city  of  Providence,  R.  I.  Reference  is  here  made  to 
the  late  Hon.  George  Leonard  Clarke,  who  through 
a long  period  was  prominent  in  public  life  in  Provi- 
dence, to  his  father.  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke,  a scholarly 
gentleman  of  the  old  school  who  for  upwards  of 
forty-one  years  was  the  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional (Unitarian)  Church  at  Norton,  and  also  to 
Prescott  O.  Clarke,  son  of  George  Leonard,  at  this 
time  a practicing  architect  in  Providence.  These 
Clarkes  are  of  the  old  Medfield  stock. 

Rev.  Pitt  Clarke  was  born  in  Medfield,  Alass., 
Jan.  15,  1763,  and  was  of  the  fourth  generation 
of  the  family  in  New  England.  His  great-grand- 
father came  from  England,  and  settled  in  the  north 
of  WTentham,  Mass.,  at  that  time  comparatively  a 
wilderness.  His  grandfather  moved  to  iMedfield, 
Mass.,  and  by  his  own  industry  purchased  a farm 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  The  father  of  Pitt 
Clarke  was.  Jacob  Clarke,  one  of  a family  of  three 
brothers  and  three  sisters. 

In  speaking  of  his  parents  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke  in 
substance  said  his  father  had  nothing  to  recom- 
mend him  beyond  tbe  reputation  of  being  an  honest 
man,  an  industrious  farmer  and  a practical  Chris- 
tian. He  was  naturally  of  a cheerful  disposition, 
while  his  mother,  formerly  Meletiah  Hammont 
(rightly  spelled  Hammond),  and  the  second  wife 
of  his  father,  was  of  a feeble,  nervous  and  gloomy 
make-up  and  very  pious.  The  antecedents  of  both 
have  the  reputation  of  being  honest,  industrious 
and  devout.  His  mother,  devout  in  her  religious 
practices,  always  set  a good  example  before  her 
children,  and  it  was  to  her  teachings  and  practices 
that  her  son,  Rev.  Pitt,  attributed  his  religious 
course  in  life.  The  grandfather  of  Pitt  Clarke  had 
an  excellent  opinion  of  the  great  Pitt  in  his  mother 
country,  and  of  his  distinguished  plans  for  Ameri- 
can liberty,  and  out  of  regard  for  this  eloquent 
friend,  he  told  his  grandson,  he  gave  the  latter  his 
name  and  flattered  him  with  the  idea  of  going  to 
college. 

In  his  boyhood  Pitt  Clarke  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm.  When  old  enough  during  the  Revo- 
lution to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  he  was  called 
to  go  as  a soldier  on  a sudden  expedition  to  Rhode 
Island,  of  which  in  after  life  he  wrote : “The 
British  had  taken  possession  of  the  Island  and  were 
directing  their  devastation  toward  Massachusetts. 
The  alarm  came  and  the  militia  was  called  upon 
to  meet  the  attack  and  drive  them  from  the  Island. 
In  this  expedition  I was  daily  expecting  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  the  hottest  battle,  but  just  before  it  came 
our  turn  to  fight,  the  British  were  driven  from  the 
stronghold  and  left  the  Island.  I returned  home 
to  my  father’s  farm.”  Pitt  Clarke  from  early  boy- 
hood had  a great  desire  to  obtain  an  education,  but 
although  he  had  planned  and  started  to  school  a 
number  of  times  circunistances  compelled  him  as 
often  to  give  it  up  for  a time.  Finally,  however, 
after  becoming  of  age,  through  study  at  home,  but 
cbiefly  under  the  tuition  of  iMiss  Hannah  Adams, 
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he  was  fitted  for  college,  and  on  July  22,  1786,  he 
was  admitted  to  Cambridge  University.  He  re- 
ceived the  honors  of  the  University  July  21,  1790. 
For  two  years  thereafter  he  taught  the  town  school 
in  Cambridge,  and  at  the  same  time  pursued  his 
theological  studies.  These  studies  had  been  his 
predilection  before  he  entered  college  and  were  a 
leading  object  of  his  attention  during  his  college 
life.  Before  he  left  the  school  he  was  examined, 
April  12,  1792,  before  the  Cambridge  Association 
of  Ministers  and  approbated  to  preach.  He 
preached  occasionally  in  the  neighboring  towns 
while  he  continued  in  the  school,  and  before  he 
closed  it  received  an  application  to  supply  the 
vacant  parish  in  Norton,  Mass.  This  was  the  first 
place  of  his  preaching  on  probation.  After  having 
preached  there  only  four  Sabbaths  the  congrega- 
tion gave  him  an  invitation  to  settle  among  them 
as  their  gospel  minister.  He  preached  for  them 
through  the  winter  before  accepting  the  call,  which 
was  then  nearlv  unanimous,  and  was  ordained 
July  3.  1793.  From  that  time  on  until  his  death, 
covering  a period  of  forty-one  years,  he  remained 
the  pastor  of  that  same  charge,  and  was  a most 
satisfactory  pastor  and  useful  man  in  that  com- 
munity. 

“Rev.  Clarke  was  remarkable  for  his  habits  of 
industry  and  order.  He  was  greatly  respected  for 
his  sound  judgment  and  his  counsel  in  all  affairs  of 
importance  and  particularly  in  such  as  related  to 
ecclesiastical  affairs  and  to  the  interests  of  litera- 
ture, morals  and  religion.  His  whole  character  as 
a minister  was  not  only  entirely  without  reproach, 
but  in  all  respects  most  exemplary.  His  preaching 
was  always  serious  and  impressive  and  a number 
of  his  sermons  were  published.  The  usefulness  of 
this  good  man  was  felt  and  appreciated  beyond  the 
bounds  of  his  parish,  and  at  his  death  he  left  a 
large  circle  of  friends  who  loved  and  honored  him 
while  living  and  who  will  embalm  the  many  esti- 
mable traits  of  his  character  and  life.”  He  died  Feb. 
13,  1835,  at  threescore  and  twelve  years,  after  a 
ministry  of  forty-one  years,  seven  months  and  ten 
days. 

Rev.  Mr.  Clarke  was  a member  of  various  as- 
sociations, literary  and  philanthropic,  as  well  as 
religious,  in  several  of  which  he  was  a prominent 
officer.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Bristol  County 
Bible  Society  and  vice-president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Bristol  Academy. 

On  Feb.  i,  1798,  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke  was  married 
to  Rebecca  Jones,  daughter  of  John  Jones,  Esq., 
of  Hopkinton,  Mass.  She  died  July  2,  1811,  and 
on  Nov.  2,  1812,  he  married  (seconcl)  Maria  Jones 
Stimson,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jeremy  Stimson,  of  Hop- 
kinton. His  children  were:  Abigail  i\I.,  William 
P.,  John  J.,  Caroline  and  George  Leonard,  all 
born  to  the  first  marriage ; and  George  Leonard 
(2),  Harriet,  Alanlius  and  Edmund  H.,  all  born 
to  the  second  marriage. 

Hon.  George  Leonard  Clarke  was  born  Aug.  10, 


1813,  in  the  town  of  Norton,  yiass.,  son  of  Rev. 
Pitt  and  Maria  Jones  (Stimson)  Clarke,  of  the 
latter  of  whom  it  is  said,  “She  was  a woman  of  fine 
presence,  of  rare  intellectual  qualities  and  as  beau- 
tiful in  person  as  in  character.”  The  pecuniary 
circumstances  of  a country  minister  in  those  davs 
were  such  as  made  it  necessary  that  the  sons  should 
be  thrown  upon  their  own  resources  at  an  early  age, 
and  the  early  education  of  George  L.  Clarke  was 
such  as  he  received  at  home  from  his  parents,  in 
attendance  during  the  winter  months  at  the  neigh- 
borhood district  schools,  and  one  or  two  years’ 
study  in  a private  academy.  His  half-sister,  Abi- 
gail, had  marriyd  John  J.  Stimson  of  Providence, 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Stimson  & Hodges, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  George  L.  came  to  Provi- 
dence to  enter  the  employ  of  this  firm.  In  boyhood 
and  young  manhood  at  Providence  he  improved  his 
spare  time  in  reading  and  attending  the  old  Ly- 
ceum lectures  and  such  scientific  talks  as  occasion- 
ally came  within  his  reach,  and  as  the  years  passed 
became  well  informed  and  prej^ared  to  take  a lead- 
ing part  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  city.  He  was 
early  interested  in  the  anti-slavery  cause  and  was 
well  known  not  only  in  Providence,  but  all  over  the 
State,  as  among  the  stanchest  of  the  Abolitionists 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  at  a period  when  that  name 
was  a stigma  of  reproach  and  when  to  be  known 
as  such  meant  social  and  political  ostracism.  But 
he  lived  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
whole  system  of  slavery  overthrown  as  the  result 
of  the  overwhelming  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the 
North,  and  to  behold  a regenerated  country,  grow- 
ing and  prosperous  under  the  inspiring  rule  of 
freedom. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  an  active  member  of  the  old 
Liberty  and  Free  Soil  parties,  and  when  those 
parties  became  merged  into  the  victorious  Republi- 
can party  of  the  State  and  Union  he  was  among 
its  earliest  members  and  supporters.  He  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  politics  and  w^as  re- 
peatedly a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  from  Providence.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Lower  House  of  that  body  in  1856,  1857,  1858, 
1863,  1868,  1875,  and  of  tile  Senate  in  1869,  and 
during  that  period  was  once  the  Speaker  of  the 
House.  While  in  the  Senate  he  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  having  the  “cove  lands,”  now  so  valuable, 
deeded  by  the  State  to  the  city  of  Providence.  Mr. 
Clarke  in  iMay,  1869,  after  an  unusually  exciting 
contest,  was  elected  mayor  of  Providence  by  a 
large  majority,  and  after  his  term  of  office  expired 
was  chosen  as  alderman  from  the  First  ward  with- 
out opposition.  In  this  capacity  he  served,  as  he 
had  done  in  all  previous  official  relations,  with 
great  acceptance,  until  he  declined  re-election.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Clarke  was  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  Dexter  Donation,  and  for  several  years  he 
served  on  the  school  committee. 

After  leaving  the  mercantile  business  of  Stim- 
son & Hodges  IMr.  Clarke  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
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taring  business  with  his  father-in-law  as  a member 
of  the  firm  of  William  Chace  & Co.,  grinders  of 
dve  woods,  the  plant  being  located  in  North  Provi- 
dence, the  offices  of  the  company  in  Providence. 
The  concern  later  became  known  as  the  Providence 
Dye  Wood  Company,  Air.  Clarke  severing  his  con- 
nection with  the  same  sometime  before  it  went  out 
of  business.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  City  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  for  a 
period  of  time  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  that  organization.  z\bout  1882  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  jewelry  manufacturing  firm 
of  Clarke,  Black  & Co.,  Providence,  and  was  in 
active  business  when  he  died,  Feb.  il,  1890,  in  his 
seventy-seventh  year. 

Air.  Clarke  was  married  Alay  5.  1841,  at  Provi- 
dence, to  Frances  Alice  Chace,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Lydia  (Drown)  Chace.  Airs.  Clarke  died 
Jan.  14,  1883,  aged  sixty-six  years.  Two  children 
survived  her : Elizabeth  D.  and  Prescott  O.  The 
daughter,  Elizabeth  D.  Clarke,  married  Herbert  F. 
Hinckley,  of  Providence,  member  of  the  firm  of 
Taylor,  Symonds  & Co.,  and  they  have  had  three 
children,  namely : Frank  L. ; William  P.,  who  died  in 
1894;  and  George  C.,  who  married  Alarian  Spink 
and  has  one  son,  George  C.  Hinckley,  Jr. 

Pre.scott  O.  Clarke,  son  of  Hon.  George  L. 
and  Frances  A.  (Ghace)  Clarke,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence Alarch  10,  1858,  and  received  his  education 
in  Alowry  and  Goff’s  English  and  Classical  School, 
and  Brown  University,  from  which  latter  institution 
he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1880.  For  a time  after 
leaving  college  he  was  in  the  employ  of  The  Brown 
& Sharpe  Alanufacturing  Company,  leaving  them 
to  enter  the  firm  of  Clarke,  Black  & Co.,  of  which 
his  father  was  the  senior  partner.  After  the  death 
of  his  father,  in  1890,  Prescott  O.  Clarke  closed  out 
his  interest  in  the  firm  and  took  the  architectural 
course  in  the  Alassachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, Boston.  He  then  located  in  Providence 
and  soon  afterward  formed  a partnership  with 
Arthur  R.  Spaulding,  under  the  name  of  Clarke  & 
Spaulding  for  the  practice  of  architecture. 

In  1901  Air.  Spaulding  retired  and  Air.  Wallis 
E.  Howe  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm 
name  changing  to  Clarke  & Howe.  The  most  im- 
portant commission  the  firm  have  executed  is  the 
United  States  postoffice  building  on  Exchange 
Place,  Providence. 

Air.  Clarke  is  a member  of  the  University  Club 
and  the  Agawam  Hunt  Club,  and  of  the  Brunonian 
Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  college  fraternity. 
In  1895  he  married  Alary  Chase,  of  Lynn,  Alass., 
daughter  of  Philip  A.  and  Alice  B.  (Pierce)  Chase, 
and  the  following  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Frances  Chase,  Alice  (who  died  in  infancy),  Bar- 
bara and  George  Leonard. 

WILLIAAI  HOXSEY,  who  for  almost  a quar- 
ter of  a century  was  the  efficient  town  clerk  of 
Westerly,  is  one  of  the  well-known  men  in  that 


section  of  the  State,  and  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  his  town.  Air.  Hoxsey  belongs  to  an  old 
and  numerous  family  in  South  Coventry,  and  is  a 
descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Lodo- 
wick  Hawksie,  who  came  to  America  soon  after 
1650,  and  was  the  progenitor  of  a numerous  pos- 
terity, the  line  in  which  we  are  at  present  interested 
being  from  Lodowick  through  Joseph,  Joseph  (2), 
Gideon,  Joseph  (3)  and  Welcome  A.  to  Wdlliam. 
The  present  day  spelling  of  the  name  takes  various 
forms,  such  as  Hoxsey,  Hoxie,  Hoxsie,  yet  all 
those  bearing  the  name  are  descendants  of  Lodo- 
wick Hawksie. 

(I)  Lodowick  Hawksie  is  supposed  to  have 
come  from  Scotland.  He  settled  in  Sandwich, 
A'lass.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a hatter  and 
later  carried  on  business  as  such.  He  took  a 
rather  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  that  town, 
as  is  shown  by  the  records.  He  married  Alary 
Presbury,  the  daughter  of  John  Presbury. 

(H)  Joseph  Hoxsey  was  born  Alarch  15,  1667, 
in  Sandwich,  Alass.,  and  moved  to  what  was  then 
called  Narragansett.  He  settled  in  Kingstown, 
R.  I.,  in  1698.  He  was  a townsman  in  Sandwich  in 
1691.  He  married  Sarah  Tucker,  and  both  died 
in  1727.  Their  children  were:  Peleg,  born  June 
23,  1695;  Zebulon,  Aug.  8,  1697;  Alary,  1699;  Jo- 
seph, Nov.  25,  1701;  Ann,  Aug.  i,  1704;  Gideon, 
July  31,  1706;  Lodowick,  Sept.  27,  1708;  Sarah* 
Martha;  Deborah;  Ann  (2);  and  Zebulon  (2). 
Of  these  children,  all  that  lived  to  adult  age  set- 
tled in  Kingstown,  Exeter  and  Richmond,  R.  I., 
and  Berkshire  county,  Alassachusetts. 

(HI)  Joseph  Hoxsey  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Nov.  25,  1701,  married  Alary,  and  their  children 
were  Alartha,  Gideon,  Sarah,  Joseph  and  Alary. 

(IV)  Gideon  Hoxie,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  born 
Dec.  14,  1730,  married  Dorcas  Congdon,  daugh- 
ter of  James,  and  they  had  children  as  follows : 
Joseph;  Gideon,  Jr.,  who  married  Annie  Brown- 
ing ; Peleg,  who  married  Lucy  Babcock ; Lodowick, 
who  married  Ruth  Taylor ; Alary,  who  married 
John  Cross ; and  Alartha,  who  married  Hezekiah 
Babcock.  Gideon  Hoxie,  the  father,  settled  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Charlestown. 

(V)  Joseph  Hoxie  (3)  married  Alary  Cong- 
don, who  long  survived  him,  his  death  occurring 
Oct.  8,  1829,  while  she  lived  to  April  8,  1851.  They 
had  children:  John  C.  married  Alary  A.  Fellows; 
Welcome  Arnold  married  Alary  A.  Fellows  after 
the  death  of  his  brother  John ; Sarah  married  N. 
B.  Sands. 

(VI)  Welcome  Arnold  Hoxie,  son  of  Joseph 
(3),  was  born  in  1792.  He  took  up  his  residence 
in  Westerly  in  1839,  and  became  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  the  town,  where  he  died  Dec.  10,  1875- 
In  1839  and  1840  he  was  a member  of  the  lower 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  1847  and 
1848  he  served  as  a member  of  the  State  Senate. 
He  was  a business  man  of  excellent  standing,  and 
was  a director  of  the  old  Phenix  Bank  in  1825. 
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In  1826  Mr.  Hoxie  married  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(Fellows)  Ho.xie,  widow  of  his  brother  John,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children : John,  for  years  a sea  captain  and  later 
a ship  broker,  married  Isabella  Dickinson;  Joseph 
was  a seafaring  man  in  his  early  life,  and  passed 
his  later  years  in  San  Rafael,  Cal.,  where  he  died 
in  April,  1905,  leaving  two  children,  Harriet  and 
Vivian ; Pierce  Fellows  died  in  New  Orleans,  and 
his  widow  now  lives  in  Biloxi,  Miss. ; Harriet  mar- 
ried Stephen  Wilcox,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere; 
William  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 

(VH)  William  Hoxsey  was  born  March  i, 
1840,  in  Westerly,  in  the  house  where  he  now  re- 
sides. During  his  boyhood  he  attended  school  in 
Westerly,  and  later  was  a student  in  the  Kingston 
private  school  and  at  the  Friends  School  in  Provi- 
dence. Soon  after  leaving  school  he  accepted  a 
situation  as  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  Hall  & 
Sheffield,  at  Westerly,  and  subsequently,  for  a 
period  of  about  five  years,  was  associated  with  the 
firm  of  Robinson  & Bloxsey,  drygoods  merchants 
of  Westerly,  as  the  junior  partner.  Though  most 
of  his  time  since  has  been  devoted  to  the  public 
service  he  has  never  severed  his  connection  with 
the  business  life  of  the  town  entirely,  and  he  has 
been  a prominent  figure  in  financial  and  industrial 
circles  through  all  these  years.  He  was  a director 
and  vice-president  of  the  Phenix  Bank,  is  now  a 
director  of  the  Washington  Trust  Company,  and 
until  November,  1907,  president  of  the  Pawcatuck 
Street  Railway  Company. 

In  July,  1882,  Mr.  Hoxsey  was  appointed 
deputy  town  clerk,  and  the  year  following  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  town  clerk,  in  which  position 
he  was  continued  by  yearly  re-elections  until  June, 
1907,  when  he  declined  the  office.  He  has  also  been 
called  upon  to  fill  other  positions  of  trust,  his  fel- 
low-townsmen having  on  April  i,  1891,  elected  him 
a member  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly, 
in  which  he  served  until  April  6.  1892.  In  April, 
1893,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  served 
two  years  as  a member  of  that  body.  A prominent 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  always 
taken  a keen  interest  in  its  success  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  its  most  influential  workers  in  his  section 
of  the  State.  He  is  equally  prominent  in  other 
respects,  and  as  well  liked  i>’  social  circles  as  he  is 
in  public  and  business  life.  He  belonged  to  Nar- 
ragansett  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  years.  He  is  a 
man  of  cultivated  tastes,  quiet  and  refined  in  dis- 
position, yet  democratic  in  manner,  his  ability  to 
make  all  whom  he  meets  feel  completely  “at  home” 
in  his  presence  being  one  of  his  prominent  char- 
acteristics. Mr.  Hoxsey  devotes  no  small  portion 
of  his  leisure  to  the  study  of  art,  of  which  he  is 
an  ardent  admirer  and  judicious  patron,  and  his 
greatest  pleasure  is  undoubtedly  found  in  the  pur- 
suit of  this  hobby. 

On  June  4,  1861,  IMr.  Hoxsey  was  united  in 


marriage,  in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Louise  D. 
Heggie,  and  two  children  have  come  to  this  union : 
Frederick,  born  Oct.  28,  1866,  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years ; Mary  Minton,  born  June  24,  1879, 
married  Percy  C.  Thomas,  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
two  daughters,  Louise  Hoxsey,  born  July  13,  1903, 
and  Jane  Dodge,  born  April  4,  1906. 

CHARLES  I.  BURLINGA:\IE,  wholesale 
dealer  in  hay  at  Providence,  and  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  his  line  in  the  State,  was  born  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  descends  from  an  early  settled 
family. 

Roger  Burlingame,  the  remote  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  Rhode  Island,  came  to  America  from 
England,  locating  first  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  later 
removing  to  Providence  Plantations.  He  became 
the  owner  of  about  500  acres  of  land,  some  of 
which  is  now  comprised  within  the  city  limits  of 
Providence.  His  death  occurred  in  1718.  To  him 
and  his  wife  were  born ; Peter,  Roger,  John, 
Thomas  and  several  daughters.  The  lineage  of 
Charles  1.  Burlingame  is  traced  down  through  John 
(son  of  Roger),  David,  Benedict,  David,  Asahel 
and  Cyrus  P.,  the  latter  being  tbe  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review. 

Benedict  Burlingame  was  a farmer  and  resided 
in  Glocester. 

David  Burlingame,  son  .of  Benedict,  also  a 
farmer,  in  early  life  resided  about  three-fourths  of 
a mile  northeast  of  the  village  of  Harmony,  town 
of  Glocester.  Subsequently  he  purchased  a tract 
of  about  too  acres  of  woodland,  in  North  Scituate, 
which  he  cleared,  and  there  he  made  his  home  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  an  active, 
rugged  man  until  the  last.  He  was  buried  in  a 
private  yard  on  his  farm.  He  was  considered  a 
successful  man  for  those  times,  as  well  as  a man 
of  influence  and  prominence.  For  a brief  time  he 
saw  service  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  being 
present  at  the  battle  of  Rhode  Island,  when  the 
British  attempted  an  invasion.  He  married  Mary 
Inman,  whom  he  survived  for  many  years.  Their 
children  were : Asahel ; Celinda,  who  married  Rev. 
Pardon  Tillinghast,  a Baptist  clergyman,  and  re- 
sided at  East  Greenwich ; and  Polly,  who  married 
James  Wilbur,  a bobbin  turner,  and  resided  at 
South  Scituate,  until  her  death  Oct.  27,  1818,  when 
she  was  aged  thirty-one  years. 

Asahel  Burlingame,  only  son  of  his  parents, 
was  born  in  Scituate,  and  his  entire  life  was  passed 
on  the  farm  where  he  was  born.  He  added  to  the 
acreage  of  the  home  farm,  and  became  a large  land 
holder.  He,  like  his  father,  was  a very  hard  work- 
ing man,  was  successful  in  his  farming  business, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  retaining 
his  vigor  to  the  last.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
first  a Whig,  but  later  became  a Republican,  and  he 
would  never  consent  to  hold  office.  Asahel  Burl- 
ingame was  married  Dec.  2,  1813.  by  the  Elder 
John  Westcott,  to  Phebe,  daughter  of  John  Haw- 
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kins,  of  Glocester.  iMr.  Burlinj^ame  survived  his 
wife  several  years,  she  being  eighty-six  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  lier  death.  Their  children  were : 
(i)  A\'illiam  Henry  married  (first)  Julia  Searles, 
and  (second)  Sarah  S warts,  and  was  the  father  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  son  being  now 
being  deceased.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
residing  first  in  Glocester  and  later  in  Provi- 
dence, dying  at  the  latter  place.  (2)  Cyrus  P.  is 
mentioned  below.  (3)  Daniel  B.,  of  Scituate,  is 
mentioned  in  full  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

Cyrus  P.  Burlingame  was  born  March  21, 
1821,  in  Scituate  and  was  reared  in  that  town,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
living  at  home  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
then  began  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  James  Win- 
sor,  on  High  street,  Providence,  remaining  with 
this  gentleman  one  year,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  store  of  George  Winsor  at  Scituate 
Four  Corners,  and  b}'  Warren  Ballou,  Mr.  Win- 
sor’s  successor.  !Mr.  Burlingame  was  later  a clerk 
for  Elisha  Aldrich  at  Harmony  village.  After  a 
period  of  six  years  spent  on  the  home  farm,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  William  Tinkham  as  a clerk 
in  his  store  at  Greenville,  and  was  so  employed 
until  Mr.  Tinkham  went  out  ( i business.  Subse- 
quently i\Ir.  Buylingame  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother,  Daniel  B.,  in  a general  store  at 
Harmony,  which  was  conducted  under  the  name  of 
Burlingame  & Co.  Six  months  later  Cyrus  P.  Bur- 
lingame purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and 
continuecl  the  business  alone  for  a number  of  years, 
during  which  time  he  erected  a new  building.  After 
disposing  of  his  mercantile  business  he  engaged  at 
teaming  for  the  mills  and  stores  at  Mapleville,  Har- 
mony, Greenville  and  Providence,  hauling  mer- 
chandise between  these  places.  After  another  i)e- 
riod  spent  in  the  mercantile  business  he  engaged, 
in  company  with  a Mr.  Poole,  in  the  portable  saw 
milling  business,  which  he  continued  for  two  years. 
In  1885  he  removed  to  Providence,  since  which 
time  he  has  not  been  engaged  in  any  business, 
making  his  home  with  his  son,  Charles  I. 

Cyrus  P.  Burlingame  married  Lucia  A.  B.  Ar- 
nold, born  Dec.  24,  1825,  daughter  of  James  B. 
Arnold,  and  she  died  May  20,  1899,  in  Providence. 
Their  children  were ; Cyrus  A.,  a hay  dealer  at 
South  Whitley,  Ind.,  married  Evelyn  Clemence, 
and  they  have  had  two  sons,  Edward  and  Charles, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased ; Phebe  A.,  who 
married  Charles  H.  Poole,  a lumber  lealer,  died  at 
North  Providence,  leaving  two  children,  Charles 
and  Harry;  Charles  I. ; Mary  E.  married  Benja^ 
min  M.  Neill,  of  Providence,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Arthur  and  Annie. 

Charles  I.  Burlingame,  son  of  Cyrus  P.,  was 
born  Dec.  23,  1856,  in  Scituate,  and  was  an  infant 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Harmony.  His  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  district  school  at  Har- 
mony, East  Greenwich  Seminary,  Lapham  Insti- 
tute at  North  Scituate,  and  Scholfield’s  Commercial 


College  at  Providence.  After  leaving  the  latter 
place  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
Day  & Sprague,  grain  dealers  on  Canal  street, 
continuing  there  until  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  retail  hay  and  grain  busi- 
ness for  himself  at  Nos.  174-186  Dyer  street,  his 
brother  being  associated  with  him  under  the  firm 
name  of  Burlingame  Brothers.  A little  more  than 
a year  later  Charles  I.  withdrew  from  the  firm, 
forming  a partnership  with  S.  C.  Harris,  un- 
der the  name  of  S.  C.  Harris  & Co.,  and  they  en- 
gaged at  selling  hay  in  carload  lots,  the  partnership 
continuing  for  about  ten  years  with  splendid  suc- 
cess. ]\Ir.  Burlingame  next  bought  out  the  inter- 
est of  his  partner,  and  conducted  the  business  alone 
for  a number  of  years,  making,  in  all,  about  twen- 
ty-five years  at  this  location.  The  Interstate  Coal 
Company  seeking  new  land  purchased  part  of  this 
property,  and  this  caused  Mr.  Burlingame  to  re- 
move the  business  to  West  Exchange  street,  car- 
rying on  business  there  under  the  name  of  the 
Eastern  Hay  Company,  and  also  maintaining  an 
office  at  No.  17  Custom  House  street.  In  1904  IMr. 
Burlingame  disposea  of  his  business  on  West  Ex- 
change street,  and  is  now,  under,  his  own  name, 
wholesaling  hay  in  carload  lots  entirely.  In  point 
of  service,  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  hay  dealers  in  the 
city  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Burlingame  was  married  in  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  to  Mary  E.  Potter,  of  Pawtucket,  daugh- 
ter of  Lyman  B.  Potter,  and  two  sons  were  born  to 
this  union:  Roland  Irvdng,  born  June  13,  1886,  is 
a graduate  of  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  Col- 
lege ; and  Clayton  Charles,  born  Feb.  19,  1895.  In 
his  political  views  Mr.  Burlingame  is  independent, 
voting  for  the  best  men  and  issues.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade.  Fraternally 
he  is  a 326  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Rising  Sun 
Lodge,  No.  30,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  East  Providence ; 
Providence  Chapter ; Providence  Council;  Calvary 
Cominandery  No.  13,  Knights  Templar;  and  Pales- 
tine Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Burlingame  is 
also  a charter  member  of  Elmwood  Lodge,  No.  16, 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

HUGHES.  The  English  family  of  Hughes  is 
an  ancient  and  distinguished  one,  in  England,  and 
the  lineage  is  traced  to  Hugh  ap  Piers  of  Dyserth 
and  Llewyllyd,  County  of  Flint,  Wales,  who  was 
living  in  1588.  He  had  by  his  wife  Margaret  two 
sons.  Pierce  of  Piers  and  Walter.  The  latter  had 
a number  of  children  who  died  without  issue,  there- 
fore the  family  descends  from  the  first  son.  Pierce, 
who  died  in  1688,  and  who  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  Dean,  Esq.,  of  Ballytrent  and  St. 
Margarets,  County  Wexford.  The  name  has  long 
been  identified  with  the  industrial,  social  and  politi- 
cal life  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  through  Thomas 
Henrv  Hughes  and  his  son  Theodore  S.  Hughes, 
the  latter  now  one  of  the  substantial  business  men 
and  manufacturers  of  that  town. 
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Thomas  Henry  Hughes,  the  progenitor  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  in  America,  embarked  for 
America  in  1839  and  on  arrival  first  located  at  Paw- 
tucket where  he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  of  a 
printer  of  cotton  and  silk  goods,  in  which  work  he 
was  especially  skillful.  He  possessed  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  the  textile  industry  and  was  familiar 
with  a number  of  the  different  branches.  In  1849 
he  removed  to  Johnston  where  he  founded  the  vil- 
lage of  Hughesdale,  and  in  1850  established  the 
Hughesdale  Dye  & Chemical  Works.  Here  were 
manufactured  various  dye  stuffs,  which  found  a 
ready  market.  The  industry  was  successfully  con- 
ducted until  merged  into  other  lines.  Hughesdale, 
the  village  founded  by  Mr.  Hughes,  has  an  inter- 
esting history  which  displays  the  resource,  energy 
and  tenacity  of  purpose  of  its  founder.  It  is  situ- 
ated in  a picturesque  location,  lying  between  Pocas- 
set  on  the  north  and  Thornton  on  the  south,  and  is 
destined  to  better  things  as  the  city  of  Providence 
continues  its  growth,  as  it  is  admirably  situated 
either  for  manufacturing  sites  or  as  a residence 
district.  James  F.  Simmons,  in  the  early  forties 
began  a bleaching  business  in  this  location,  and  a 
few  years  later  sold  his  interests  to  Thomas  H. 
Hughes  and  James  Walch.  Later  Mr.  Hughes  be- 
came sole  proprietor,  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  chemicals  for  textile  purposes.  In  May,  1868, 
he  suffered  great  loss  by  a flood  which  nearly,  or 
quite,  destroyed  the  entire  village,  including  mills, 
plant,  homes,  etc.  Undaunted,  however,  Mr. 
Hughes  at  once  set  about  erecting  new  buildings 
and  in,  a short  time  Hughesdale  became  a village 
entirely  new  and  of  much  greater  pretensions.  In 
1871  the  business  of  Mr.  Hughes  was  organized 
into  a stock  company,  the  same  being  styled  The 
Hughesdale  Manufacturing  Company.  The  stock 
was  closely  held,  and  Mr.  Hughes  was  its  president ; 
Mr.  T.  S.  Hughes,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Hughes,  secretary.  They  conducted  a business  of 
about  $100,000  per  year,  and  gave  employment  to 
some  sixty  men.  Mr.  Hughes  married,  in  1846, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Nathan  Smith,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, and  one  of  the  first  block  printers  coming  to 
America,  and  who,  like  Thomas  Henry  Hughes,  did 
much  to  advance  this  industry  during  its  earliest 
history  in  New  England.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hughes  were:  William  H.,  who  died  in 
Hughesdale ; Thomas  E.,  who  died  in  Boston ; 
Theodore  S. ; Oscar  L.,  who  resides  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I. ; Harold  E.,  who  resides  in  Pittsfield ; and  Al- 
fred E.,  who  resides  in  Southbridge,  Mass.  Mr. 
Hughes  died  June  ii,  1884,  and  was  buried  in 
Swan  Point  cemetery,  as  also  was  his  widow,  who 
survived  him  till  1902,  when  she  died  in  Pall  River, 
^Massachusetts. 

Theodore  S.  Hughes,  son  of  Thomas  Henry 
Hughes,  was  born  Peb.  10,  1853.  He  received  such 
educational  advantages  as  were  common  to  the 
youth  of  the  period.  Inheriting  a thrifty,  progres- 
sive industrious  spirit  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  be- 


came a business  man,  establishing  a general  store  at 
Hughesdale.  In  1872,  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  village.  In 
1871  he  became  a factor  in  his  father’s  business,  and 
in  1878  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Hughesdale 
Manufacturing  Company.  At  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther he  succeeded  to  the  business  which,  in  1892, 
was  consolidated  with  the  Bradford  Soap  Works, 
and  he  has  since  conducted  the  enterprise  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory.  Mr.  Hughes  is  clearly 
deserving  of  his  success.  He  began  hard  work 
when  many  another  youth  was  spending  his  time  in 
amusement.  His  business  training  was  along  dif- 
ficult and  rigorous  lines,  and  he  learned 
thoroughly  every  detail  of  whatever  enter- 
prise he  was  identified  with,  truly  begin- 
ning at  the  bottom  or  most  humble  position, 
and  rising  to  the  most  responsible.  Nor  have  his 
time  and  abilities  been  entirely  occupied  with  his 
personal  advancement.  He  has  served  his  town  in 
various  official  capacities,  including  those  of  school 
committeeman  and  trustee,  president  of  the  town 
council  in  1889,  member  of  State  Legislature  for 
five  years,  going  in  as  representative  in  1899,  and  in 
1901  as  senator.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Hughes  has  al- 
ways taken  a keen  interest  in  the  advancement  of 
the  town  in  which  his  industry  has  been  a promi- 
nent factor. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  'married,  in  March,  1876,  to 
Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  E. 
Yandes,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Thomas  Yandes  and  Rebecca.  Mrs. 
Hughes  comes  from  a family  that  was  among  the 
earliest  to  settle  in  Indianapolis,  and  that  has  been 
prominent  in  the  business  and  social  circles  of  that 
city  for  many  years. 

WALTER  SCOTT  GARDNER,  now  living 
retired,  is  a well-known  resident  of  Pawtucket, 
where  for  nearly  forty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brooms  and  brushes.  He  is  a son 
of  Dr.  Johnson  and  Phebe  Lawton  (Sisson)  Gard- 
ner, and  a descendant  of  an  old  New  England  fam- 
ily, the  records  of  which  are  given  elsewhere. 

Walter  Scott  Gardner  was  born  Sept.  9,  1839, 
in  Seekonk,  now  East  Providence,  R.  L,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  there  until  the  age  of 
seven  years.  Having  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye  as 
the  result  of  cataracts  on  both  eyes,  he  went  in  1854 
to  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  South  Bos- 
ton, where  he  remained  ten  years,  during  which 
period  he  obtained  a first-class  education.  The 
last  three  years  of  this  time  he  was  a teacher,  and 
had  charge  of  the  workshop.  While  at  this  institu- 
tion he  learned  various  handicrafts,  among  others 
that  of  broom  making.  In  1865  he  returned  to  Paw- 
tucket, and  in  a shop  on  High  street,  on  his  fa- 
ther’s estate,  began  to  make  brooms  to  order.  He 
made  a success  of  the  business,  which  as  the  years 
passed  increased  in  volume  slowly  but  surely.  In 
1890  he  built  the  present  factory  at  the  rear  of  No. 
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54  \\’arren  avenue,  where  he  employed  a number  of 
men  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms  and  brushes, 
continuing  the  business  until  1903,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Frank  A.,  who  now  con- 
ducts it. 

Mr.  Gardner  enlisted  in  Boston  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  went  on  to  Washington,  but 
was  discharged  from  the  service  on  account  of  his 
poor  eyesight.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but 
he  takes  no  active  interest  in  such  matters  beyond 
casting  his  vote.  He  is  a member  of  Eureka  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Pawtucket. 

i\Ir.  Gardner  has  been  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  wife  he  became  the  father  of  one  son,  Walter 
A.,  who  married  Annie  IMusgrove,  of  Cape  Breton, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  has  one  daughter,  Marion.  Wal- 
ter A.  Gardner  is  now  engaged  as  a boss  farmer  on 
a large  estate  at  Hyannis,  Massachusetts. 

On  May  30,  1876,  Walter  Scott  Gardner  was 
married  to  Ellen  Muir,  a native  of  Musquodoboit, 
Halifax  county.  Nova  Scotia,  daughter  of  James 
and  Jane  (McKenzie)  IMuir.  James  Muir  was  a 
native  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  and  his  wife  was  a 
native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  English  descent. 
iMrs.  Gardner  was  a resident  of  Boston  for  several 
years  previous  to  her  marriage  to  iMr.  Gardner. 
The  following  children  have  come  to  this  union ; 

(1)  Clarence  Eugene  Gardner,  M.  D.,  born  Sept. 
10.  1877,  attended  the  public 'schools  at  Pawtucket 
until  his  health  failed,  after  which  he  received  pri- 
vate instructions.  He  entered  the  Philadelphia 
Textile  School  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  taking  a course 
in  chemistry  and  physics  to  prepare  himself  for  a 
course  in  medicine,  and  graduated  from  there  in 
1897.  He  then  entered  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Col- 
lege. in  the  same  city,  graduating  in  1901.  During 
the  last  two  years  he  was  a special  student,  under 
Prof.  Elwood  R.  Kirby,  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, lecturer  on  surgery.  The  year  of  his  grad- 
uation Dr.  Gardner  settled  for  practice  in  his  na- 
tive city,  and  in  the  short  space  of  time  since  he  has 
built  up  a very  flourishing  practice.  He  makes  a 
s])ecialty  of  surgery,  together  with  his  general  prac- 
tice. Dr.  Gardner  is  the  appointed  surgeon  for 
nineteen  mills  in  Paw'tucket  and  vicinity,  including 
the  largest  mills.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  practice.  On  Nov.  27,  1901,  he  married  Nellie 
Saywell,  daughter  of  Alfred  Saywell,  of  Pawtucket. 

(2)  Viola  died  at  the  age  of  three  months.  (3) 
Frank  Arthur,  who  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pawtucket,  married  iMargaret  Cameron, 
a native  of  Scotland,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Norma  Craig,  and  Cameron.  As  before  stated 
Frank  .V.  Gardner  carries  on  the  business  formerly 
conducted  by  his  father.  (4)  Harry  A.,  born  Oct. 
12,  1882,  graduated  from  the  Pawtucket  high  school 
in  the  class  of  1901.  He  entered  Brown  University 
the  following  fall,  taking  a s])ecial  chemistry  course 
for  one  year,  and  in  September,  1902,  entered  the 
I'niversity  of  Pennsylvania  and  took  a course  of 
one  year  in  chemistry.  Soon  after  his  graduation 


he  was  employed  as  a chemist  in  Easton,  Pa.,  for 
one  year,  resigning  to  accept  the  position  of  head 
chemist  with  the  Kalbfleisch  Company  at  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  a very  large  concern,  manufacturers 
of  heavy  chemicals.  He  has  a very  responsible  po- 
sition, and  has  a large  force  of  help  under  him. 
Harry  A.  Gardner  while  at  school  was  very  active 
in  athletics,  being  an  athlete  of  no  mean  ability. 
While  in  the  high  school  he  was  captain  of  the  foot- 
ball team  and  was  a member  of  the  baseball  and 
basketball  teams.  At  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania he  was  a member  of  the  ’varsity  crew,  and  a 
substitute  on  the  ’varsity  dootball  team. 

AUGUSTUS  WRIGHT,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Providence,  residing  at 
No.  1 18  Broadway,  is  a representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a descend- 
ant in  the  seventh  generation  from  Henry  Wright, 
the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  this  State. 

Henry  Wright  came  to  this  country  from  Eng- 
land and  was  of  record  at  Dorchester,  IMass.,  in 
1635.  He  was  a member  of  the  first  church  there. 
Later  he  removed  to  Providence  and  obtained  by 
purchase  one  of  the  original  house  lots.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  a follower  of  Roger  Williams  and 
his  neighbor  from  1643  1676.  The  Christian 

name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth,  and  their  children 
were : Mary,  born  April  i,  1635 ; and  Samuel, 
born  Feb.  14,  1637.  From  Henry  Wright  the 
lineage  of  Augustus  Wright  is  dowm  through 
Samuel,  Benjamin,  Samuel,  Charles  and  Augustus, 
the  last  named  being  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Charles  Wright,  the  grandfather,  was  a resident  of. 
Smithfield,  now  Lincoln,  serving  as  town  clerk  of 
that  town. 

Augustus  Wright,  son  of  Charles,  was  born 
Nov.  22,  1787,  and  resided  at  Lime  Rock,  where 
he  followed  farming  in  connection  with  lime  burn- 
ing. During  the  war  of  1812  he  assisted  in  the 
throwing  up  of  the  redoubt  at  Field’s  Point,  for  the 
protection  of  Providence.  He  was  a member  of 
Mt.  Moriah  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  at  Lime  Rock. 
Mr.  W'right  died  May  25,  1838.  He  was  married 
to  IMary  Harris,  born  Jan.  14,  1792.  at  Lime  Rock, 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Keziah  Harris,  and  she 
survived  her  husband,  dying  at  Lime  Rock,  Jan.  28. 
1871.  Children  were  born  to  iMr.  and  ^Irs.  Wright 
as  follows:  (i)  Earl  Aldrich,  born  March  28. 
1813.  married  Minerva  Sprague.  He  was  a team- 
ster, and  resided  at  Providence.  (2)  Celinda,  born 
■March  20.  1815,  died  Sept.  23,  1819.  (3)  Orin, 

born  Oct.  28,  1816,  married  Mary  J.  Wilbur.  He 
went  to  sea  when  a young  man,  one  of  his  voyages 
taking  him  to  China,  and  on  his  return  was  elected 
town  clerk  of  his  native  place,  an  office  he  held 
for  many  years.  (4)  Stephen,  born  June  25,  1819, 
who  married  Louisa  D.  Eaton,  was  a farmer  and 
lime  burner  of  Lime  Rock,  where  he  accumulated 
a large  property.  (5)  George  Waterman,  born 
Sejit.  13,  1821,  married  Georgina  T.  Sturtevant. 
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He  was  a clothing  merchant,  and  resided  at  Provi- 
dence. (6)  William  Fenner,  born  July  24,  1823, 
married  Elizabeth  Kent.  In  early  life  he  went  to 
Iowa  and  latcir  to  California,  later  residing  at 
Lime  Rock  and  Valley  Falls,  carrying  on  carpenter- 
ing at  the  latter  place  until  his  death.  (7)  Au- 
gustus was  born  Dec.  14,  1831.  (8)  Alary  Har- 

ris, born  Aug.  23,  1833,  married  Reuben  AI.  Wil- 
bur, a grocer,  and  resided  first  in  Providence  and 
later  in  New  Alilford,  Conn.,  in  which  latter  place 
she  died. 

Augustus  Wright,  son  of  Augustus,  was  born 
Dec.  14,  1831,  at  Lime  Rock.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  district  school  of  his  native 
place,  and  this  was  later  supplemented  by  at- 
tendance at  a night  school  in  Providence.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen,  years  he  located  in  Providence  and 
became  a clerk  in  the  clothing  store  of  his  brother, 
George  W.,  on  Washington  Row,  remaining  in 
that  capacity  about  thirty-five  years,  or  until  the 
businesss  was  removed  to  the  corner  of  Westmin- 
ster and  Exchange  streets,  when  he  became  a part- 
ner in  the  enterprise,  the  firm  name  becoming  G. 
W.  & A.  Wright.  Four  years  later  he  disposed  of 
his  interests  in  the  business  and  for  a time  con- 
tinued with  his  brother  as  a clerk,  then  becoming 
traveling  salesman  for  Pultz  .&  Walkley,  paper  bag 
manufacturers  at  Plantsville,  Conn.  Leaving  this 
firm  he  became  special  agent  for  the  Providence 
Telephone  Company,  in  whose  employ  he  continued 
for  fifteen  years. 

Air.  Wright  is  of  a very  ingenious  turn  of 
mind,  and  has  invented  a number  of  electrical  de- 
vices which  are  now  in  use  and  are  of  much  value 
to  the  electrical  world.  For  a time  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  others  in  the  manufacture  of  these  in- 
ventions under  the  name  of  the  Hope  Electrical 
Appliance  Company  of  Providence.  For  the  past 
several  years,  however,  he  has  given  his  entire  at- 
tention to  his  private  interests,  having  large  real 
estate  holdings  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  on 
Broadway,  where  he  has  been  a resident  for  over 
forty  years. 

On  Nov.  18,  1858,  in  Providence,  Air.  Wright 
was  married  to  Alinerva  Bucklin  Curry,  born  in 
Providence  Aug.  21,  1838,  daughter  of  Aaron  B. 
and  Dorcas  (Greene)  Curry.  She  died  Dec.  28, 
1870,  the  mother  of  four  children;  (i)  Alartha 
Baldwin  Curry,  born  Sept.  21,  1859,  died  July  5, 
1863.  (2)  Walter  Augustus,  born  Alarch  19,  1862, 

married  Sadie  S.  Crane.  He  is  a resident  of  New- 
port, where  he  is  manager  of  the  Newport  branch 
of  the  Providence  Telephone  Company;  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Newport  city  council,  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Channing 
Alemorial  (Unitarian)  Church,  and  is  a member  of 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  of  New- 
port. (3)  Alinerva  Bucklin  Curry,  born  Dec.  15, 
1865,  married  Alexander  S.  Fraser,  who  is  con- 
nected with  the  Hall  & Lyon  Co.,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Alexander  Easton,  born  in  Alay,  1891. 


(4)  Aaron  Curry,  born  June  8,  1868,  is  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  where  he  is  connected  with  the  Little 
Rock  Gas  Company. 

Air.  Wright  was  again  married.  Sept.  29,  1879, 
in  Providence,  to  Ottelie  Louise  Ruff,  born  Aug.  7, 
1852,  at  Waterville,Conn.,  daughter  of  Charles  A. 
and  Alary  (Reidal)  Ruff,  natives  of  Stuttgart, 
Germany.  Mrs.  Wright  is  a member  of  Grace 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  never 
has  accepted  public  office,  although  often  impor- 
tuned to  do  so.  He  is  a member  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  AI.,  and  Providence 
Chapter,  R.  A.  AT,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Alasonic  Veterans’  Association.  When  a young 
man  he  became  a member  of  the  ist  Light  Infantry. 
Later  he  became  associated  with  the  Burnside 
Zouaves,  when  they  were  first  organized,  in  1862, 
being  one  of  the  original  miembers,  and 
he  was  the  first  orderly  seargent  this  organization 
ever  had.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-col- 
onel in  that  organization,  and  held  that  rank  when 
he  subsequently  became  a member  of  the  United 
Train  of  Artillery. 

NEWTON.  The  town  of  Bristol,  this  Com- 
monwealth, but  long  a subdivision  of  Alassachu- 
setts,  a part  of  the  old  Colony,  was  the  home  of 
the  family  of  Newtons  who  later  located  at  New- 
port, where  from  generation  to  generation  descend- 
ants have  been  among  the  town’s  substantial  men 
and  women  and  useful  citizens.  The  tradition  of 
the  Newport  family  is  that  their  ancestor,  'Simon 
Newton,  a sea-captain,  settled  in  Bristol. 

The  earliest  of  the  vital  records  of  Bristol  re- 
veal the  family  of  John  and  Anne  Newton,  which 
comprised  children  as  follows ; Thomas,  born 
March  21,  1714-15  ; John,  Jan.  29,  1716-17;  Martha, 
Alarch  10,  1718-19;  Simon,  June  25,  1720;  Daniel, 
Aug.  I,  1722;  Anne,  Feb.  27,  1724-25;  Hannab, 
Alay  4,  1727;  and  Sarah,  Alay  ii,  1730.  Captain 
John  Newton  died  Jan.  2,  1747,  aged  fifty-seven 
years,  and  his  wife  Alay  7,  1770,  aged  seventy-six 
years,  which  would  make  them  born  in  1690  and 
1694,  respectively. 

The  records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  show 
that  Simon  Newton  of  Newport  was  admitted  a 
freeman  in  the  Colony  in  Alay,  1743,  and'  that  he 
married  Jan.  27,  1740-41,  Airs.  Alary  Richardson, 
and  their  children,  baptized  in  the  Second  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  the  father  was  a deacon, 
were:  Alartha,  born  June  17,  1750;  Simon,  Oct. 
27,  1751;  Thomas,  April  21,  1754;  Elizabeth,  April 
10,  1757;  Keziah,  Sept.  10,  1758;  Simon,  Eeb.  10, 
1760  ; and  Sarah,  Aug.  22,  1762.  The  father  died 
in  1808,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  his  death  being  no- 
ticed in  the  Newport  Gazette  of  Jan.  30th  of  that 
year,  and  Airs.  Newton  in  1810,  her  death  being 
noticed  in  the  Gazette  of  Alay  19th. 

Public  records  show  that  John  Newton  married 
Alay  10,  1765,  Abigail  Rogers,  and  the  same  church 
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records  cited  above  give  the  following  as  their  chil- 
dren: ^lary,  born  Jan.  10,  1768;  Abigail,  Aug.  27, 
1769;  Martha,  June  23,  1771 ; Simon,  May  2,  1773; 
and  Elizabeth  Eaton,  March  12,  1775- 

Simon  Newton,  son  of  John  and  Abigail,  grand- 
son of  Simon  and  Alary,  and  great-grandson  of 
John  and  Ann  of  Bristol,  baptized  Alay  2,  1773, 
married  in  October,  1798,  Elizabeth  Davenport, 
daughter  of  Gideon  Davenport.  Air.  Newton,  as 
haerbeen  a number  of  his  ancestors  before  him, 
was  a sea-faring  man — a master  of  vessels.  He 
lived  and  died  in  Newport,  his  death  occurring 
Nov.  27,  1862,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age. 

James  Rogers  Newton,  son  of  Simon  and  Eliza- 
beth, was  born  in  Newport,  R.  1.,  and  died  in  New 
York  City,  Aug.  7,  1883,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  “forty-niners”  of  California, 
where  he  spent  several  years  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business.  He  later  returned  East, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  He 
married  Betsy  \'iall  Hammett,  daughter  of  John 
\'iall  and  Louisa  Davenport  Hammett  of  Newport, 
and  she  died  in  Newport,  Jan.  20,  1891,  aged  sev- 
enty-seven years,  one  month,  twenty-six  days. 

Dudley  Newton,  son  of  the  late  James  Rogers 
and  Betsy  \hall  (^Hammett)  Newton,  was  born  Jan. 
4.  1845,  In  Newport,  and  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tional training  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of 
his  native  citv.  L pon  leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
about  fifteen  years,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late 
George  C.  Alason,  under  whom  he  acquired  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  architecture,  continuing  under 
that  gentleman's  instruction  until  he  had  reached 
his  twenty-first  year,  when  he  engaged  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  opening  an  office  for  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  1866.  Air.  Newton  con- 
tinued actively  engaged  in  architectural  work  until 
a few  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business.  Alany  of  Newport’s  beautiful 
homes  and  substantial  business  blocks  stand  to-day 
as  monuments  to  the  architectural  skill  and  genius 
of  Air.  Newton. 

Air.  Newton  was  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  Newport.  For  a number 
of  years  he  served  as  director  of  the  Aquidneck 
National  Bank  of  Newport.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  had  never 
sought  public  recognition.  Air.  Newton  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
Airs.  Newton  is  also  a member. 

On  Alarch  2,  1876,  Air.  Newton  was  married  to 
Alary  Elizabeth  Bailey,  daughter  of  Captain  Sam- 
uel Cahoone  and  Susan  (Townsend)  Bailey,  and  to 
this  union  three  children  were  born : Elizabeth 
Cahoone,  at  home;  Dudley,  Jr.,  who  has  succeeded 
his  father  as  an  architect,  and  who  married  Amy 
Ethel  Smith,  of  Newport,  and  has  two  children; 
and  Samuel  Bailey,  unmarried,  who  is  in  business 
in  Seattle,  Washington. 

Dudley  Newton  was  a descendant  on  his  ma- 
ternal side  of  Isaac  Allerton,  who  came  to  America 


on  the  ‘‘Alayflower,”  and  settled  in  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, of  which  he  became  assistant  governor.  Air. 
Newton  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Newport, 
Alarch  28,  1907,  where  he  enjoyed  the  respect  of 
the  community  in  which  his  life  had  been  spent. 

HENRY  ARNOLD  BURLINGAAIE,  one  of 
the  well-known,  successful  citizens  of  North  Provi- 
dence, and  for  over  twenty-five  years  previous  to 
its  dissolution  in  1905  a member  of  the  firm  of  Bur- 
lingame & Whipple,  Providence,  is  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State. 

Roger  Burlingame,  the  remote  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  Rhode  Island,  came  to  America  from 
England,  locating  first  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  later 
removing  to  Providence  Plantations.  He  became 
the  owner  of  about  500  acres  of  land,  some  of  which 
is  now  comprised  within  the  city  limits  of  Provi- 
dence. His  death  occurred  in  1718.  To  him  and 
his  wife  Alary  were  born : Peter,  Roger,  John 
Thomas,  and  several  daughters.  The  lineage  of 
Henry  A.  Burlingame  is  traced  down  through 
John  (son  of  Roger),  David,  Benedict,  David, 
Asahel  and  Daniel  B.  (the  latter  being  the  father 
of  Henry  A.). 

Benedict  Burlingame  was  a farmer  and  resided 
in  Glocester. 

David  Burlingame,  son  of  Benedict,  was  also  a 
farmer,  and  resided  in  early  life  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  northeast  of  the  village  of  Har- 
mony, town  of  Glocester.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased a tract  of  wood  land  of  about  too  acres^in 
North  Scituate,  which  he  cleared,  and  there  made 
his  home.  He  lived  to  be  ninety-two  years  old, 
an  active  and  rugged  man  until  the  last,  and  was 
buried  in  a private. yard  upon  his  farm.  He  was 
considered  a successful  man  for  those  times,  as 
well  as  a man  of  influence  and  prominence.  For  a 
brief  time  he  saw  service  in  the  Revolution,  being 
present  at  the  battle  of  Rhode  Island,  when  the 
British  attempted  an  invasion.  He  married  Alary 
Inman,  whom  he  survived  for  many  years.  Their 
children  were : Asahel ; Celinda,  who  married 
Rev.  Pardon  Tillinghast,  a Baptist  clergyman,  and 
resided  at  East  Greenwich;  and  Polly,  who  married 
James  Wilbur,  a bobbin  turner  of  South  Scituate, 
and  died  Oct.  27,  1818,  aged  thirty-one  years. 

Asahel  Burlingame,  only  son  of  his  parents, 
was  born  in  Scituate,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  was  born.  He  added  to  the  acre- 
age of  the  home  farm,  and  became  a large  land 
holder,  being,  like  his  father  a hardworking  man 
and  successful  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  lived 
to  be  ninety-two  years  old,  and  retained  his  mental 
and  physical  faculties  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
his  political  views  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican,  but  would  never  consent  to  hold  office. 
On  Dec.  2,  1813,  Asahel  Burlingame  married  Phebe, 
daughter  of  John  Hawkins,  of  Glocester,  and  she 
was  eighty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  were : William 
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Henry,  who  married  (first)  Julia  Searles,  and  (sec- 
ond) Sarah  S warts,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and 
resided  first  in  Glocester  and  later  in  Johnston, 
dying  at  the  latter  place ; Cyrus  P.  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work ; and  Daniel  B. 

Daniel  B.  •Burlingame,  a highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Scituate,  was  born  in  that  town,  and  early 
in  life  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright  by  ap- 
prenticeship to  a man  in  Harmony.  He  followed 
this  occupation  for  a number  of  years,  continuing 
to  reside  in  Harmony,  where  he  was  for  a time  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Cyrus  P.,  in  the  store 
business.  In  May,  1869,  he  located  at  Providence, 
and  for  a time  was  a hay  buyer  for  Johnson  & 
Whaley,  who  conducted  a hay,  grain,  coal  and  wood 
business,  “and  about  one  year  later  he  engaged  in 
the  wholesaling  of  hay  on  his  own  account,  operat- 
ing a baling-press  in  St.  Johns,  Canada,  for  a time, 
and  having  his  son,  Henry  A.,  as  a partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  D.  B.  Burlingame  & Son.  This 
business  was  successfully  carried  on  for  several 
years,  when  Mr.  Burlingame  removed  to  Pennell- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  for  about  a year  was  engaged  in 
buying  hay,  grain  and  potatoes  for  the  city  mar- 
ket. He  then  settled  on  the  home  farm  in  North 
Scituate,  where  he  is  at  present  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  in  the  wood  business.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  on  the  town 
school  committee. 

Mr.  Burlingame  was  married  in  1847  to  Waitey 
Sweet  Arnold,  born  in  Clocester,  R.  I.,  daughter 
of  James  and  Lucia  (Page)  Arnold,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  sons : Henry  A. ; and  Wil- 
liam M.,  a teamster  of  North  Scituate,  who  married 
Maria  Towner. 

Henry  Arnold  Burlingame  was  born  Jan.  13, 
1850,  in  Scituate,  and  was  a small  boy  when  his 
parents  removed  to  the  town  of  Clocester.  From 
• the  age  of  seven  until  he  was  nineteen  3fears  of 
age  he  made  his  home  in  Harmony,  his  education 
being  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  and  as  a boy 
assisted  his  father  in  the  store,  and  was  later  a clerk 
for  his  uncle  in  the,  store  at  Harmon^’.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  i\Ir.  Burlingame  came  to  Provi- 
dence, beginning  work  in  the  hardware  store  of 
Harrington  & Briggs  on  High  street,  now  West- 
minster, where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and,  at 
this  time,  feeling  the  necessity  of  a better  educa- 
tion, he  entered  the  Lapham  Institute  at  North 
Scituate,  which  he  attended  for  two  terms.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  hay  business  with  his  father, 
and  later  became  associated  with  S.  C.  Harris  for 
a time  in  the  same  business,  the  firm  name  being  H. 
A.  Burlingame  & Co.  Subsequently  Mr.  Burlin- 
game’s father  became  associated  with  him  under 
the  firm  name  of  D.  B.  Burlingame  & Son,  but  after 
a time  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Henr^' 
A.  Burlingame  went  to  Chapinville,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  engaged  at  farming  for  one  year,  return- 
ing in  1880  to  Rhode  Island.  Forming  a partner- 
ship with  Brj'on  S.  W hipple,  he  engaged  in  the  coal. 


wood,  hay  and  grain  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Burlingame  & W hipple  at  Nos.  290-292  Smith 
street.  Providence,  and  this  firm  continued  until  the 
latter  part  of  1905,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  the 
firm  went  out  of  business  after  a prosperous  exist- 
ence of  a quarter  of  a century,  during  all  of  which 
time  the  most  pleasant  relations  existed  between 
the  partners.  Since  1882  Mr.  Burlingame  has  re- 
sided in  North  Providence,  at  his  present  place  on 
bruit  Hill  avenue,  which  was  formerly  a part  of 
the  Stephen  Whipple  farm.  He  has  erected  green- 
, houses,  and,  in  addition  to  the  wholesaling  of  hav, 
is  engaged  in  the  growing  of  early  cucumbers. 

On  July  14,  1875,  Mr.  Burlingame  was  married 
to  Ella  L.  Potter,  born  in  Clocester,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Ann  F.  (Mowry)  Potter,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  (i)  Milton  Earl, 
born  Dec.  27,  1877,  completed  his  education  at  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College,  and  is  con- 
nected w’ith  his  father  in  the  hot  house  business. 
He  married  Saide  Alice  Rogers,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Adin  Arnold,  born  Oct.  21,  1902.  (2)  Inez 

Potter,  Mr.  Henry  A.  Burlingame's  other  child, 
was  born  June  7,  1883.  In  politics  Mr.  Burlingame 
is  a Republican,  and  for  three  years  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  school  committee  of  North 
Providence.  He  takes  little  interest  in  politics, 
how'ever,  and  has  frequently  declined  office.  He 
has  always  applied  himself  very  closely  to  business, 
and  is  a successful  business  man, he  and  his  family  be 
ing  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  in  wdiich 
the}"  reside. 

Potter.  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Burlingame  is  a de- 
scendant in  the  ninth  generation  from  (I)  Robert 
Potter,  the  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  familv  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  mentioned  in  detail  elsew’here 
in  this  publication. 

(H)  John  Potter,  son  of  Robert,  married  Ruth 
Eisher. 

(HI)  John  Potter,  son  of  John,  married  Jane 
Burlingame. 

(IV)  Eisher  Potter,  son  of  John  (2),  married 
Mary  W’insor,  a great-granddaughter  of  Roger 
Williams  through  his  daughter  Mercy,  who  for  her 
sccond  husband  married  Samuel  Wdnsor. 

(V)  Samuel  Potter,  son  of  Fisher,  born  in 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  Jan.  10,  1731,  married  (first)  Abi- 
gail, and  (second)  Sarah,  and  died  Ixlarch  26, 
1789,  the  father  of  these  children:  Sprague,  wdio 
married  Mary  Potter;  Jesse;  James,  who  married 
Amy  Steere;  Abigail,  who  died  unmarried;  and 
Wanton,  who  married  IMary  Burlingame. 

(VI)  Jesse  Potter,  son  of  Samuel,  married 
Deborah  Steere,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  IMarv 
(Wade)  Steere,  and  their  children  were:  Samuel; 
Mary,  who  married  Jeremiah  Reach ; Nancy,  w'ho 
married  Mathewson  Winsor;  Lydia,  wdio  married 
Wfilliam  Hines ; Ada,  wdio  married  Christopher 
Winsor,  and  Ruth,  who  married  Nathan  Irons. 

(VII)  Samuel  Potter,  son  of  Jesse,  was  born 
Aug.  29,  1786,  and  married  March  27,  1811, 
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L'rania  Keach,  born  in  1788,  who  died  in  1881. 
Samuel  Potter  died  Feb.  22,  1873,  the  father  of  the 
following  children : \^■illiam  S.,  who  married  Isa- 
bella Irons;  George  R.,  who' died  unmarried;  Sam- 
uel, Jr.,  who  married  INIary  Corey;  Emma  Jane, 
widow  of  Charles  King,  of  Glocester ; Henry  B., 
who  married  Lucy  Wade,  and  died  in  Providence ; 
Daniel,  who  died  unmarried ; Philip ; Jesse,  who 
married  INliranda  Sheldon,  and  was  killed  in  Cali- 
fornia by  the  explosion  of  a vessel ; and  Harriet 
.Minor,  widow  of  George  W.  Wilson,  residing  at 
Morenci,  IMichigan.  , 

(VIII)  Philip  Potter,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
in  Glocester,  [March  7,  1827,  and  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  later  worked 
at  the  machinist’s  trade,  and  for  some  years  was  en- 
gaged in  hotel  keeping  in  Burrillville,  North  Scit- 
uate  and  Johnston.  He  again  worked  as  a machin- 
ist in  the  mills  at  Olneyville  for  a number  of  years, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  Johnston,  July  23,  1894. 
He  was  married  in  January,  1849,  to  Ann  F. 
[Mowry,  born  Nov.  28,  1826,  daughter  of  Captain 
Smith  and  [Mahala  (Edwards)  Mowry.  Mrs.  Pot- 
ter survived  her  husband,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  [Mrs.  Burlingame,  Oct.  4,  1902,  being 
buried  beside  her  husband  in  the  Acotes  Hill  ceme- 
tery at  Chepachet.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  [Mrs.  Potter,  namely:  Albert  E.,  born  Oct.  25, 
1850,  who  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  livery  business  in  Johnston,  where  he 
died  Oct.  12,  1900,  unmarried;  and  Ella  L.,  born 
[March  14,  1856,  who  married  Henry  A.  Bur- 
lingame. 

Ann  F.  ([Mowry)  Potter,  mother  of  [Mrs. 
Henry  A.  Burlingame,  was  a descendant  in  the  sev- 
enth generation  from  Roger  [Mowry,  the  ancestor 
of  the  family  in  Rhode  Island,  the  line  traced  back 
being  through  Captain  Smith,  Gideon,  Uriah, 
Henr}-,  Nathaniel  and  Roger.  Captain  Smith 
Mowry,  [Mrs.  Potter’s  father,  was  a farmer  and 
millwright,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Glocester, 
R.  I.  He  was  a man  of  ability  and  good  character, 
and  brought  up  a large  family  of  children,  all  of 
whom  made  for  themselves  an  honorable  record. 
Captain  Smith  Mowry  was  captain  of  a company 
of  militia  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  a promi- 
nent man  in  Glocester  for  many  years. 

ANDREW  LUTHER,  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Burrillville, 
residing  at  Bridgeton,  descends  from  the  old  Swan- 
sea ([Mass.) -Providence  county  family,  which  is 
out-lined  more  fully  on  other  pages  of  this  record. 

Elisha  Luther,  his  grandfather,  resided  in  the 
town  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  where  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupations of  farmer  and  trader.  He  married  Sarah 
Mathewson,  who  bore  him  three  children,  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  as  follows : Andrew ; Delia, 
who  married  Horace  Randall,  and  resided  in  Scit- 
uate ; and  Consider,  who  removed  to  the  State  of 
New  York  and  there  died,  leaving  descendants. 


Andrew  Luther,  son  of  Elisha,  was  born  in 
Johnston  July  2,  1802,  and  there  learned  the  occu- 
pation of  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  throughout 
life.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  North 
Scituate,  his  death  occurring  at  that  place  April  7, 
1849,  there  he  was  buried.  He  was  married 
[May  16,  1830,  to  Patience  Smith  Randall,  a native 
of  Johnston,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Ran- 
dall. Some  years  after  her  husband’s  death  [Mrs. 
Luther  went  to  the  State  of  Iowa  to  make  her  home 
with  a daughter,  and  there  married  a [Mr.  Robi- 
son, after  whose  death  she  returned  to  Rhode  Is- 
land, making  her  home  with  her  son,  Andrew,  until , 
her  death,  June  i,  1884,  i’l  eightieth  year. 
Her  children,  all  by  her  first  marriage,  were  as 
follows:  (i)  Elisha,  born  Aug.  16,  1831,  died  Jan. 
5,  1832.  (2)  Ardelia,  born  Sept.  29,  1832,  mar- 

ried March  30,  1850,  Albert  Bucklin,  who  died  Jan. 
3,  1888,  and  she  is  now  a resident  of  Alystic,  Conn. 
She  had  children  as  follows : Albert  A.,  born 
March  28,  1851,  who  married  Margaretta  A.  [Mil- 
ler and  resides  at  Rockville,  Conn. ; Susan  E.,  born 
June  7,  1853,  who  married  Noieton  Taft,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  George  L.,  born  [March  26,  1858,  who 
died  unmarried.  (3)  Andrew  was  born  Oct.  18, 
1833.  (4)  Patience,  born  Jan.  29,  1836, 

died  Feb.  7,  1836.  (5)  Sarah  Ann,  twin 

to  Patience,  married  Sept.  28,  1852,  David 

F.  Phillips,  and  is  now  a widow,  residing  at  Provi- 
dence. They  had  children : Sarah  F.,  born  Nov. 
18,  1854,  now  the  wife  of  Eugene  Ward,  of  West- 
erly, R.  I. ; Leander,  born  June  22,  1857, 

Oct.  24,  1865,  and  Andrew  D.,  born  Aug.  26, 
1859,  ''’ho  married  Lillian  [Mowry  and  resides  in 
Glocester.  (6)  Susan  Frances,  born  Oct.  29, 
1838,  died  Jan.  29,  1840. 

Andrew  Luther  was  born  Oct.  18,  1833,  at 
North  Scituate,  and  left  home  at  the  age  of  nine 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  self-supporting. 
His  first  work  was  for  a [Mr.  Reynolds,  a farmer 
in  Glocester,  with  whom  he  remained  for  one 
year,  then  spending  several  years  in  the  home  of 
Darling  E.  Sweet,  another  farmer  in  that  town.  He 
was  called  upon  to  do  hard  work,  his  remuneration 
being  only  his  board  and  clothes,  while  his  op- 
portunities for  an  education  were  limited  to  a 
few  months’  attendance  each  year  at  the  district 
school.  In  about  1849  he  came  to  Burrillville  and 
began  work  in  the  spindle  shop  of  Augustus  Hop- 
kins, where  he  remained  a most  faithful  employee 
for  twenty-six  years.  He  was  careful  with  his 
earnings,  and  when  ready  to  engage  in  business 
was  able,  with  Benjamin  Whiteley  as  a partner,  to 
purchase  a one-half  interest  in  the  Laurel  Hill 
grocery  store,  the  firm  becoming  Whiteley  & 
Luther.  Several  years  later  Mr.  Luther  sold  his 
interest  to  Edward  Eddy,  one  of  the  clerks,  and  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  M’hiteley  & Eddy.  Less 
than  one  year  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Luther  pur- 
chased the  entire  business,  which  he  conducted 
alone  for  a few  years,  and  then  sold  an  interest  to 
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his  former  partner,  Air.  Whiteley,  the  old  firm 
name  of  Whiteley  & Luther  being  resumed.  In 
1891  the  firm  was  dissolved  and  the  stock  sold  to 
Joshua  Perkins,  Air.  Luther  retiring  from  active 
business  to  devote  his  attention  to  real  estate  and 
his  own  private  affairs.  He  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  been  quite  prominent  in  town  affairs. 
He  overcame  a Democratic  majority  upon  his  elec- 
tion as  senator  from  Burrillville,  and  served  as 
such  in  1895  and  1896  and  again  in  1904  and  1905, 
finally  declining  a renomination.  He  has  served 
three  years  as  president  of  the  town  council,  as  tax 
assessor  for  a number  of  years,  and  in  other  minor 
offices.  He  has  been  frequently  called  upon  to  set- 
tle estates  and  to  serve  as  guardian  or  trustee.  Air. 
Luther  is  a member  of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  26,  A. 
F.  & A.  AI.,  and  has  served  as  treasurer  thereof  for 
over  twenty  years.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Laurel  Hill  Alethodist  Church,  and  has  been 
quite  active  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs.  Airs. 
Luther  also  belongs  to  that  denomination. 

Andrew  Luther  was  married,  Oct.  25,  1854,  to 
Phebe  Alowry  Smith,  born  Dec.  30,  1835,  in  Glo- 
cester,  daughter  of  Col.  George  and  Uranah 
(Steere)  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  came 
to  Glocester  from  Belchertown,  Alass. ; he  was  for 
a number  of  years  colonel  of  the,  local  militia  in 
Glocester.  Uranah,  his  wife,  was  a daughter  of 
Judge  Samuel  and  Phebe  (Smith)  Steere,  the  for- 
mer one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Glocester 
in  his  day. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Luther  have  had  one  son,  Charles 
Burnside,  who  was  born  Feb.  14,  1862.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Burrdl- 
ville,  and  also  graduated  from  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy  and  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  For  a few  years  after  leaving 
school  he  was  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  gaining 
valuable  practical  business  experience,  but  after 
the  latter  disposed  of  his  interests  Charles  B.  went 
to  Boston,  where  for  about  one  year  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  crockery  business.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Payne  Furniture  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  organizing  the  firm  of 
Frothingham,  Heffernan  & Co.,  wliolesalers  and  re- 
tail dealers  in  carpets  on  Washington  street,  Bos- 
tion.  Though  the  silent  partner  in  this  establish- 
ment he  is  the  dominating  spirit.  He  married  Nel- 
lie E.  Presbey,  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  and  they  have 
had  two  children;  Nelson  Andrew,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Gordon  Presbey,  born  Alay  31,  1903. 
Charles  B.  Luther  became  a member  of  Granite 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Pascoag. 

GREENE  (Aliddletown  family).  At  the  old 
family  homestead  called  “Greenesdale,”  in  the  town 
of  Aliddletown,  this  State,  there  still  resides  a rep- 
resentative of  what  is  here  styled,  for  the  purpose 
of  designation,  the  Aliddletown  Greene  family. 
Greenesdale  was  purchased  in  1836  by  the  late  Na- 
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thaniel  Ray  Greene,  a son  of  the  distinguished  Alaj.- 
Gen.  Nathanael  Greene  of  Revolutionary  fame.  He 
was  succeeded  in  its  ownership  by  his  son,  the  late 
Dr.  Nathanael  Greene,  who  was  for  years  a sub- 
stantial man  and  prominent  citizen  of  the  vicinity  of 
Newport.  At  the  death  of  Dr.  Greene  his  niece 
Alary  W^ard  Greene  inherited  this  estate  and  now 
resides  there.  A brief  sketch  of  this  man  and  of 
his  Greene  lineage,  follows,  the  order  being  chron- 
ological from  the  American  ancestor. 

(I)  John  Greene,  an  English  surgeon,  sen  of 
Richard  and  Alary  (Hooker)  Greene,  grandson 
of  Richard  and  great-grandson  of  Robert  Greene, 
was  born  on  his  father’s  estate  at  Bowridge  Hill, 
in  the  parish  of  Gillingham,  County  of  Dorset, 
England,  about  1590.  His  forefathers  had  been 
residents  of  Bowridge  Hill  for  nearly  an  hundred 
years  before  him,  and  Robert  Greene  it  seems  prob- 
able was  descended  from  a younger  branch  of  the 
powerful  and  wealthy  family  of  Greenes  of  North- 
amptonshire. This  surgeon  John  Greene  had  early 
removed  to  Sarum  (Salisbury),  the  county  town  of 
Wiltshire,  where,  at  St.  Thomas’s  Church,  Nov.  4, 
1619,  he  was  married  to  Joanne  Tattershall,  who 
was  the  mother  of  all  his  children,  seven  in  num- 
ber, and  all  of  whom  were  baptized  at  St.  Thomas’s 
Church.  Air.  Greene  here  lived  and  followed  his 
profession  for  sixteen  years,  when,  in  1635,  with 
his  wife  and  six  children,  he  sailed  in  the  ship 
“James”  for  New  England,  and  arrived  in  Boston 
June  3d  of  that  year.  He  first  settled  at  Salem, 
where  he  was  associated  with  Roger  Williams  and 
where  he  purchased  or  built  a house,  but  soon 
after  Air.  Williams’  flight  from  Salem  (1636)  he 
sold  it,  joined  Williams  at  Providence  and  secured 
his  home  lot  No.  15  on  the  main  street.  Surgeon 
Greene  was  one  of  the  eleven  men  baptized  by 
Roger  Williams,  and  one  of  the  twelve  original 
members  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  on  the  contin- 
ent, organized  at  Providence,  R.  I.  He  was  the 
first  professional  medical  man  in  Providence  Plan- 
tations. Airs.  Joanne  Greene  died  soon  after  the 
family’s  removal  to  Rhode  Island  and  Surgeon 
Greene  married  (second)  Alice  Daniels,  a widow, 
and  in  1642-43  they  removed  to  Warwick,  R.  I. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  Alice  he  married 
(third)  in  London,  England,  about  1644,  Phillipa, 
who  returned  with  him  to  Warwick,  R.  I.,  in  1646. 
The  third  Airs.  Greene  died  Alarch  li,  1687,  in 
Warwick. 

Surgeon  Greene  made  the  first  purchase  by  the 
English  of  land  in  Warwick,  R.  L,  to  whom  was 
deeded  the  tract  of  land  (700  acres)  Oct.  ii,  1642, 
called  Occupasuetuxet  by  the  chief  sachem  of  the 
Narragansetts  and  the  local  sachem  of  Pawtuxet, 
and  upon  it  was  an  actual  resident  in  September, 
1644,  and  his  family  held  it  for  140  and  more  years, 
when  it  was  sold,  Oct.  6,  1782,  by  his  great-great- 
grandchildren. Surgeon  Greene  was  a prominent 
man  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  and  Colony, 
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and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  as- 
sociates through  a long  and  active  political  life, 
holding  office  almost  continuously  until  the  sum- 
mer before  his  death,  when  he  cleclined  to  accept 
tl:e  office  of  commissioner.  He  died  and  was  buried 
at  Conimicut,  W arwick,  the  first  week  in  January, 
1659.  His  children  were:  John,  Peter,  Richard, 
James,  Thomas,  Jane  and  iMary. 

(il)  James  Greene,  “of  Potowomut,”  baptized 
June  21,  1626,  came  to  New  England  with  his  par- 
ents. He  married  (first)  about  1658  Deliverance, 
bcrn  in  1637,  daughter  of  Robert  Potter  and  wife 
Isabel.  (Robert  Potter  was  the  ancestor  of  Bishop 
i’otter  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.)  She  died 
in  1664,  married  (second)  Aug.  3,  1665, 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Susannah  An- 
thony, of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  She  died  in  1698. 
James  Greene  was  made  a freeman  of  Warwick 
and  Providence  Plantations  in  1647,  resided  at 
Old  Warwick.  He  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony,  being  commissioner  under 
the  first  charter  and  deputy  and  assistant  under  the 
second  (1663)  for  ten  years,  between  1660  and 
1675.  De  was  considerecl  a man  of  much  practical 
sagacity.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  war, 
1675-76,  the  inhabitants  of  Warwick  left  the  town 
and  Hr.  Greene  tied  to  Portsmouth,  and  in  1684, 
having  made  purchases  of  WHrwick  land,  he  re- 
moved to  Potowomut,  where  was  an  ancient  mill, 
and  built  his  home  on  the  hill  near  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  overlooking  the  beautiful  lake,  \vhich 
furnished  the  water-power  for  the  forge  which  his 
grandsons  (sons  of  Jabez)  established  for  making 
anchors  and  other  forms  of  iron  work.  This  be- 
came a notable  industry  in  Colonial  times  and  in 
the  early  days  of  the  republic.  The  interests  of 
the  forge  “were  enhanced  by  the  revival  after 
])eace  existed  between  England  and  her  emanci- 
pated Colonies,  and  this  became  the  pioneer  of  the 
more  extensive  works  on  the  Pawtuxet  river,  near 
the  western  border  of  Warwick,  known  as  ‘the 
Eorge.’  “ The  place  at  Potowomut,  where  James 
Greene  resided  until  his  death,  was  the  birth  place 
of  his  great-grandson,  the  highly  distinguished  Na- 
thanael Greene  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  the 
residence  of  his  descendants  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years.  He  died  “at  his  mansion  in  Poto- 
womut,“ Aj)ril  27.  1698.  in  the  seventy-second  year 
■of  his  age.  The  issue  of  the  first  marriage  of  James 
Cireene  were:  James,  Mary,  Elisha  and  Sarah; 
and  of  the  second  marriage : Peter,  Elizabeth, 
John,  Jabez,  David,  John  and  Susanna. 

(HI)  Jabez  Greene,  “of  Potowomut,”  born 
Nov.  17,  1673,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  married  (first) 
(March  17.  1697-98,  Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Susanna  (Gorton)  Barton  and  granddaughter 
^^'f  the  Warwick  pioneer,  Samuel  Gorton.  She 
died  iMarch  6,  1712-13,  and  he  married  (second) 
May  23.  1716,  Grace,  daughter  of  \'alentine  Whit- 
man, of  Providence.  iMr.  Greene  inherited  and 
resided  at  the  Potowomut  homestead.  He  was  ad- 


mitted a freeman  of  Warwick  May  5,  1696.  He 
was  a Quaker  and  a meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Eriends  is  of  record  as  held  at  his  house  Dec.  3, 
1699.  He  inherited  also  the  Forge  at  Potowomut, 
where  his  six  sons  and  his  grandchildren  carried  on 
the  successful  industry  of  manufacturing  anchors 
and  other  iron  work  as  late  as  1820.  Jabez  Greene 
was  grandfather  of  the  distinguished  Maj.-Gen. 
Nathanael  Greene.  The  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were:  James,  Benjamin,  Jabez,  Nathanael, 
John  and  Rufus ; and  of  the  second : Mary. 

(IV)  Nathanael*  Greene,  son  of  Jabez,  born 
Nov.  4,  1707,  married  (first)  Sept.  13,  1733,  Phebe 
Greene,  his  second  cousin.  She  died  May  3,  1737, 
and  he  married  (second)  April  18,  1739,  Mary, 
born  April  25,  1708,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rest 
(Perry)  Mott,  and  granddaughter  of  Jacob  Mott. 
Sr.,  both  of  whom  were  deputies  from  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The  family  were  Quakers,  the 
elder  Jacob  being  one  of  four  who  built  the  first 
Quaker  meeting-house  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth, 
Ivlass.  Adam  Mott,  their  ancestor,  came  from  Gam- 
■ bridgeshire,  England,  in  the  ship  “Defence”  in 

1635- 

Nathanael  Greene  inherited  the  homestead  of 
his  father  and  grandfather,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  As  well  .as  being  engaged  in  the  iron  works 
with  his  brothers  he  was  a Quaker  preacher.  He 
died  in  October,  1768,  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
I'riends  meeting-house  lot  at  East  Greenwich.  He 
married  as  his  third  wife  Mary  Gardiner.  His 
children  were:  Benjamin,  Thomas  (both  born  to 
the  first  marriage),  Jacob,  Phebe,  Nathanael,  Wil- 
liam, Elihu,  Christopher,  and  Perry  (all  born  to 
the  second  marriage). 

(V)  Maj.-Gen.  Nathanael  Greene,  son  of 
Nathanael  and  iMary  (Mott)  Greene,  was  born 
July  27,  1742,  at  Potowomut,  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  aud  his  early  education  and  training 
were  in  keeping  with  the  views  of  his  father,  that 
his  hoys  should  only  receive  an  elementary  train- 
ing, and  each  in  turn  he  trained  to  work  at  the  old 
forge  mill,  hence  young  Nathanael,  like  his  broth- 
ers, was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  the 
business  being  regarded  in  the  light  of  a family 
partnership,  whose  members  from  a feeling  of 
Quaker  humility  called  themselves  “blacksmiths.” 
In  1740  Nathanael’s  father  and  the  other  five  sons 
of  Jabez  Greene  had  became  owners  of  the  entire 
mill  property.  The  old  forge  at  Potowomut,  near 
the  family  homestead,  had  been  most  successfully 
operated,  and,  in  1741,  they  built  another  at  Cov- 
entry which  was  equally  successful,  and  in  full 
operation  before  Nathanael’s  birth.  Its  prosperity 
gave  over  one  hundred  families  employment,  the 
village  being  named  Greenville.  Later  Nathanael 
and  his  five  brothers  established  the  larger  forge  on 
the  southwest  branch  of  the  Pawtuxet  river  in  Cov- 


[*Mr.  Greene  and  his  son,  Gen.  Greene,  always  used  the 
termination  “ael”  in  writing  their  names,  i.  e.,  Nathanael.] 
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entry,  which  was  also  for  many  years  in  successful 
operation. 

Notwithstanding-  his  business  activity  the 
younger  Nathanael  Greene  found  time  to  acquire 
a large  amount  of  general  information,  making  a 
special  study  of  mathematics,  history  and  law. 
Says  Prof.  John  Fiske,  in  his  American  Revolu- 
tion: “From  lowly  beginnings  he  had  come  to  be, 
though  still  a young  man,  the  most  admired  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  Rhode  Island.  He  had  begun 
life  as  a blacksmith,  but,  inspired  by  an  intense 
thirst  for  knowledge,  he  had  soon  become  a learned 
blacksmith,  well  versed  in  history,  philosophy  and 
literature.”  This  phraseology  might  mislead  were 
it  not  a fact  and  known  that  the  American  ancestor, 
John  Greene,  surgeon,  andv  his  son,  John,  deputy- 
governor  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  were  men 
of  distinction  in  Old  and  New  England,  and  that 
the  books  of  “The  Forge”  firm  showed  large  ac- 
counts for  anchors,  cables  and  heavy  iron  work, 
amounting  to  thousands  of  pounds,  which  at  that 
period  represented  wealth. 

In  his  boyhood  and  early  manhood  Nathanael 
Greene  was  involuntarily  a member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  his  father  being  a leading  preacher. 
In  1773  he  attended  a military  meeting,  and  for 
engaging  in  the  military  drills  he  encountered  a 
remonstrance  from  the  Quaker  authorities,  and 
after  due  consideration  he  was  excluded  from  their 
Society.  After  his  removal  to  Coventry  he  became 
active  in  organizing  the  first  public  schools  of  that 
place,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  all  educational 
matters.  In  April,  1770,  he  was  elected  deputy  to 
the  General  Assembly  from  Coventry,  and  served 
almost  continuously  until  he  was  made  a Brigadier- 
general  in  the  Continental  army,  and  he  was  not 
again  in  Coventry  after  the  war  broke  out.  In 
1774  he  was  influential  in  forming  the  military 
company  known  as  the  “Kentish  Guards,”  at  East 
Greenwich.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he,  with 
four  others,  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  revise  the  militia  laws  of  the  Colony.  “This 
was  the  commencement,”  wrote  the  late  Gen. 
George  Sears  Greene,  “of  his  military  career,  from 
which  he  rose  to  a military  rank  and  esteem  second 
to  none  but  the  commander-in-chief  in  a contest 
with  the  mother  country,  renowned  for  her  mili- 
tary prowess.”  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this 
work  to  follow  the  life  of  General  Greene  through 
the  Revolution.  This  is  familiar  history.  [See 
sketches  of  the  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Na- 
thanaelr  Greene,  by  William  Johnson,  1822;  and 
Life  of  General  Nathanael  Greene,  by  G.  W. 
Greene,  3 ,Vols.]  The  General’s  career  has  been 
most  worthily  portrayed  by  his  talented  grandson, 
the  late  Hon.  George  Washington  Greene,  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  In  one  of  his  able  articles,  “The 
United  States  Army,”  published  in  Scribner’s 
Monthly,  September.  1961,  Gen.  Francis  \dnton 
Greene  quotes  the  following  from  the  late  Prof. 
John  Fiske : “In  every  campaign  since  the  begin- 


ning of  the  war,  Greene  had  been  Washington’s 
right  arm,  and  for  indefatigable  industry,  for 
strength  and  breadth  of  intelligence,  and  for  un- 
selfish devotion  to  the  public  service,  he  was 
scarcely  inferior  to  the  commander-in-chief.” 

After  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  General 
Greene  removed  his  residence  from  Rhode  Island 
to  Georgia,  where  at  “Mulberry  Grove,”  June  19, 
1786,  he  died  suddenly  when  but  at  the  meridian  of 
life.  This  Georgia  estate  had  been  confiscated  and 
was  a part  of  a large  body  of  land  given  to  General 
Greene  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  “Mulberry 
Grove”  was  one  of  the  finest  plantations  of  those 
days,  situated  on  the  Savannah  river  some  twelve 
miles  from  the  city  of  Savannah.  General  Greene's 
death  was  from  a congestive  chill  induced  by  ex- 
posure to  the  hot  sun  when  unprotected.  Maj.- 
Gen.  Anthony  Wayne,  who  was  with  him  when  he 
died,  in  notifying  the  authorities  of  Savannah  of 
the  sad  event,  said : "He  was  great  as  a soldier, 
greater  as  a citizen,  immaculate  as  a friend.  The 
honors,  the  greatest  honor  of  war,  are  due  to  his 
memory.” 

A monument  was  erected  to  the  memory  of 
General  Greene  by  the  people  of  Georgia  in  John- 
son Square,  Savannah,  Alarch  21,  1825,  the  corner- 
stone being  laid  by  his  deeply  attached  friend,  the 
Marquis  de  LaFayette.  In  1877  an  equestrian 
statue  was  erected  in  Sherman  Square,  east  of  the 
capital,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  July  20,  1774,  General  Greene  was  married 
to  Katherine,  daughter  of  John  and  Phebe  (Ray) 
Littlefield,  of  New  Shoreham,  Block  Island,  R.  I., 
who  was  born  in  1755  and  died  Sept.  2,  1814.  Their 
children  were : George  Washington,  Martha 
Washington,  Cornelia  Lott,  Nathaniel  Ray  and 
Louisa  Catherine. 

(VI)  Nathaniel  Ray  Greene,  son  of  Maj.- 
Gen.  Nathanael  Greene,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1780,  at 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  at  that  time  the  headquarters 
of  the  Continental  army,  where  his  father  was  sta- 
tioned. After  the  war,  his  father  removed  to  the 
State  of  Georgia.  The  latter  dying  when  he  was 
but  six  years  of  age,  he  continued  to  live  on  his 
mother's  estate  in  Georgia,  later  lived  in  East 
Greenwich,  R.  L,  and  in  still  later  life  removed  to 
“Greenesdale,”  Middletown,  R.  L,  where  he  died 
June  II,  1859. 

On  Sept.  9,  1808,  iMr.  Greene  married  Anna 
Maria,  born  Nov.  8,  1783,  in  Newport,  R.  L,  daugh- 
ter of  Ethan  Clarke  and  his  wife  Anna  (Ward), 
daughter  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward.  Mrs.  Greene  was 
a woman  of  great  excellence  and  strength  of  char- 
acter, was  highly  educated,  of  great  vivacity  and 
courteousness,  which  was  unfailing  until  within  a 
few  weeks  of  the  close  of  her  graceful  life,  Jan. 
17,  1886,  at  “Greenesdale,”  Middletown,  R.  L,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  102  years.  When  she  rounded 
the  century  she  was  strong  enough  to  receive  and 
entertain  her  friends  most  charmingly.  Her  funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Union  Congregational 
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Church,  Newport,  and  were  attended  by  many  of 
the  representative  people  of  the  city  and  State.  She 
was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  Newport.  Their 
children  were:  Nathaniel,  born  June  22,  1809;  and 
George  Washington,  born  April  ii,  1811. 

(\  II)  Dr.  Nathaniel  Greene,  son  of  Na- 
thaniel Ray  Greene,  was  born  at  Dungeness,  Cum- 
berland Island,  Ga.,  June  22,  1809.  He  passed 
much  of  his  boyhood  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
where  his  parents  removed  soon  after  his  birth.  In 
1824  he  entered  as  freshman  Amherst  College,  and 
the  next  year  entered  Brown  as  Sophomore,  but 
left  college  before  completing  his  Junior  year.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Drs.  Peck  and  Clark,  in 
Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  for  about  one  year,  and  then 
returned  to  East  Greenwich  and  completed  his 
medical  course  under  Charles  Eldredge  of  that 
town.  He  engaged  in  farming  for  some  years,  his 
family  being  large  land  owners,  but  in  1848  took  up 
the  practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  Greene  w’as  greatly 
respected  as  a man  of  high  character  and  tone,  and 
worthy  of  his  race  and  antecedents.  He  commaned 
the  company  of  volunteers  raised  in  Portsmouth 
and  Middletown  for  the  service  of  the  State  against 
the  Dorr  government,  and  afterward  was  captain 
of  a company  of  cavalry,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 
For  several  years  he  was  president  of  the  Aquid- 
neck  Agricultural  Society,  and  was  State  senator, 
1848-1851.  On  July  4,  1878,  he  was  chosen  president 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  an 
office  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

On  Dec.  17,  1827,  Dr.  ‘Greene  was  married  to 
Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Col.  William  and  Harriet 
(Gibbs)  Moore,  of  Newport,  and  soon  after  re- 
moved to  Middletown.  He  died  at  his  home, 
“Greenesdale,”  Middletown,  July  8,  1899,  soon  after 
his  ninetieth  birthday.  His  wife  died  a few  years 
previously.  They  left  no  issue. 

East  Greenwich  Branch — (\TI)  Prof. 
George  Washington  Greene,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Ray  and  brother  of  Dr.  Nathaniel,  was  born  April 
8,  1811,  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  became  a 
man  of  letters,  was  honored  as  the  historian  of  his 
State,  and  was  the  author  of  historical  and  bio- 
graphical works,  among  them  the  “Life  of  General 
Nathanael  Greene,”  (called  by  Charles  Sumner 
“a  monument  more  enduring  than  marble”)  his 
distinguished  grandfather.  He  was  United  States 
consul  at  Rome,  1837-45.  During  his  residence  in 
East  Greenwich  he  represented  that  town  in  the 
General  Assembly  many  years  and  was  active  in  all 
public  work  there. 

On  Eeb.  9,  1852,  Professor  Greene  was  married 
to  Catherine  Van  Buren,  born  Aug.  16,  1831,  sec- 
ond daughter  of  John  Addison  and  Anne  Porter, 
of  Catskill,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Greene  was  a lady  of  great 
brilliancy  of  mind  and  a most  agreeable  companion, 
and  was  beloved  and  respected  by  a large  circle  of 
friends.  On  her  paternal  side  she  was  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  John  Porter,  who  came  to  Massa- 


chusetts Bay  from  England  in  1637,  and  who  was 
sixteenth  in  descent  from  William  de  la  Grand,  a 
Norman  knight  who  went  with  the  army  of  the 
Norman  duke,  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  1066. 
He  acquired  lands  near  Kenilworth,  Warwickshire, 
England,  and  his  son,  Ralph,  was  made  “Grand 
Portur”  to  King  Henry  I.,  1120-1140.  In  the  sixth 
generation  from  John  (1637)  David  Porter, 
D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Cats- 
kill, N.  Y.,  for  twenty-eight  years.  Addison,  his 
eldest  son,  was  the  father  of  John  Addison  Porter, 
the  father  of  Airs.  Greene.  John  Addison  was 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Harvard,  Brown  and 
Yale  Universities. 

On  her  maternal  side  Mrs.  Greene  was  a lineal 
descendant  of  the  American  ancestor.  Evert  Zug- 
cassen,  who  came  from  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and 
purchased  land,  from  the  Indians,  at  Kinderhook 
in  1665.  Professor  Greene  died  Feb.  2,  1883,  at 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  was  buried  near  his 
father  at  Newport,  R.  1.  His  children  were: 
Anna  Alaria,  Catherine  Porter,  Mary  Ward,  Na- 
thaniel and  George  Washington. 

(VIII)  AIary  Ward  Greene,  the  present 
owner  of  “Greenesdale,”  Middletown,  was  born  in 
Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  March  29,  i860,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  public  schools  and  at  the  Academy  in  East 
Greenwich,  where  she  lived  at  that  time.  After 
her  father's  death  in  1883  she  moved  to  Philadel- 
phia, from  which  place  in  1885  she  went  to  the 
West,  where  for  several  years  she  was  engaged  in 
missionary  work  among  the  Indians,  being  sta- 
tioned both  at  Santee,  Neb.,  and  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex. 
Later  under  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign 
Alissions,  she  went  to  Persia,  Asia,  where  she 
taught  for  several  years  until  her  health  compelled 
her  to  return  to  America.  On  the  event  of  his 
wife’s  death,  in  1897,  she  came  to  reside  with  her 
uncle.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Greene,  and  when  he  died  she 
inherited  the  estate,  “Greenesdale,”  which  she  su- 
perintends as  a farm.  She  has  many  most  inter- 
esting relics  of  her  distinguished  great-grandfather. 
General  Nathanael  Greene — his  sword  being  the 
most  highly  valued.  She  is  an  ardent  woman  suf- 
fragist. 

GEORGE  MENDOL  CARPENTER,  who  is 
now  living  retired  on  his  excellent  farm  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
on  Diamond  Hill  road.  May  10,  1833,  a member 
of  the  old  Carpenter  family,  one  of  long  standing 
in  Rhode  Island  and  the  adjoining  New  England 
States. 

The  pedigree  of  the  American  Carpenter  fam- 
ily is  traced  by  the  genealogist  of  the  family  to 
John  Carpenter,  1300,  from  whom  the  lineage  of 
William,  the  emigrant  settler  in  America,  is 
through  Richard,  John  (2),  John  (3),  William, 
James,  John  (4),  '\Villiam  (2),  and  William  Car- 
penter (3),  a resident  of  London,  who  accompanied 
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his  son  William,  the  settler,  to  this  country, 
but  who  himself  returned  to  England  in  the  same 
vessel  in  which  he  came. 

(I)  William  Carpenter,  born  in  1605,  in  Eng- 

land, there  married  Abigail.  On  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  first  settled  in  Weymouth,  where  he  became 
a freeman  in  1640.  He  was  a representative  from 
Weymouth  in  1641  and  1643,  and  from  Rehoboth 
in  1645,  having  been  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the 
latter  town  in  1645.  He  was  also  made  a freeman 
in  that  same  year.  From  1643  to  1649  served  as 
proprietors’  and  town  clerk.  He  died  Feb.  7,  1659, 
in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  his  widow,  Abigail,  dying  Feb. 
22,  1687.  Three  of  their  seven  children  were  born 
in  England,  the  next  three  in  Weymouth,  and  the 
youngest  in  Rehoboth;  they  were:  John,  born 
about  1628;  William,  born  about  1631;  Joseph, 
about  1633;  Hannah,  April  3,  1640;  Abiah  and 
Abigail  (twins),  April  9,  1643,  Samuel, 

about  1644. 

(II)  William  Carpenter  (2),  born  about  1631 
or  1632,  in  England,  married  Oct.  5,  1651,  Pris- 
cilla Bennett.  She  died  Oct.  20,  1663,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Dec.  10,  1663,  Miriam  Searles.  Mr. 
Carpenter  was  a resident  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  occupied  in  farming.  He  was  elected  town 
clerk  in  1668  and  held  that  office,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  year  1693,  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  26,  1703.  He  was  also  deputy 
from  Rehoboth  in  1668.  He  was  chosen  deacon 
of  the  church  the  same  year.  He  was  one  of  the 
purchasers  of  the  North  Purchase.  He  was  one 
of  the  committee  to  settle  the  bounds  between  the 
town  of  Taunton  and  the  North  Purchase  in  1670, 
and  clerk  of  the  community  of  the  North  Purchase 
in  1682,  and  his  name  is  found  in  connection  with 
other  important  public  affairs.  He  was  a man  of 
superior  ability,  accurate  in  all  his  business  trans- 
actions, and  a reliable  counselor  in  the  Colony. 
His  fourteen  children,  all  born  in  Rehoboth,  were : 
John,  born  in  1652;  William,  1659;  Priscilla,  1661 ; 
Benjamin,  1663;  Josiah,  1664;  Nathaniel,  1667; 
Daniel,  1669;  Noah,  1672;  Miriam,  1674;  Obadiah, 
1677-78;  Ephraim,  1681;  Ephraim  (2),  1683-84; 
Hannah,  1684-85  ; and  Abigail,  1687. 

(III)  Noah  Carpenter,  born  March  28,  1672, 
married  Dec.  3,  1700,  Sarah  Johnson,  born  April 
4,  1677,  daughter  of  Matthew  Johnson,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Edward  Johnson,  who  came  from 
the  County  of  Kent,  England,  with  the  Winthrop 
fleet  in  1630.  He  was  married  (second)  May  22, 
1727,  to  Ruth  Follet  Talbott,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Ruth  (Foster)  Follet  and  widow  of  Abraham 
Talbott,  and  he  married  (third)  in  1745  Tabithy 
Bishop,  relict  of  William  Bishop,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.  She  passed  away  June  7,  1753.  Air.  Car- 
penter was  a farmer  and  linen  millwright  in  the 
town  of  Attleboro,  Alass.,  where  he  died  in  /April, 
1756.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  town  clerk 
and  proprietors’  clerk.  He  belonged  to  the  order 
of  Masons.  His  children  were:  Noah,  born  Nov. 
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21,  1701 ; Alarian,  born  Dec.  25,  1702;  Sarah,  born 
Sept.  24,  1704;  Stephen,  born  July  23,  1706;  Asa, 
born  March  10,  1707;  Mary,  born  Jan.  24,  1709 
(or  1710)  ; Alargaret,  born  March  30,  1712;  Simon, 
born  Nov.  13,  1713;  Isaiah,  born  Feb.  7,  1715; 
Simon,  born  Aug.  20,  1716;  Martha,  born  May 
25>  1719;  Elisha,  born  Aug.  28,  1721;  Amy,  born 
Feb.  2,  1723  (or  1724)  ; and  Priscilla,  born  Mav  i, 
1728. 

(IV)  Stephen  Carpenter,  born  July  23,  1706, 
rnarried  (first)  Nov.  28,  1734,  Dorothy  Whittaker. 
She  died  Jan.  25,  1761,  and  he  married  (second) 
June  6,  1768,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Sprague,  of  Provi- 
dence. Air.  Carpenter  was  a farmer  and  also  a 
shoemaker.  His  children,  all  born  in  Attleboro, 
Alass.,  were:  Stephen,  born  July  ii,  1735;  Asa, 
born  Dec.  29,  1736;  Stephen,  born  Dec.  9,  1737; 
Stephen  (2),  born  Oct.  15,  1740;  Charles,  born 
Feb.  II,  1743-44;  Hannah,  born  Jan.  3,  1744-45; 
Dorothy,  born  Nov.  4,  1746;  Alary,  born  July  6, 
1748;  Charles  (2),  born  Sept.  13,  1754;  and  Jo- 
seph, born  July  30,  1751. 

(V)  Asa  Carpenter,  born  Dec.  29,  1736,  mar- 
ried Alarch  13,  1760,  Abigail,  born  in  1736,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Alary  (Bishop)  Follett.  Air.  Car- 
penter was  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Cumberland, 
R.  I.  He  died  in  1810.  His  children,  all  born  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  were : Chloe,  born  Jan.  24, 
1761;  Joseph,  born  Jan.  15,  1763;  Levi,  born 
Alarch  25,  1765;  Lois,  born  Dec.  4,  1767;  Dolly, 
born  Nov.  22  or  25,  1769  or  1770;  Abigail,  born 
Nov.  8,  1771;  John,  born  Jan.  21,  1774;  George, 
born  June  28,  1776;  Lydia,  born  June  18,  1778; 
Jesse,  born  Nov.  9,  1780;  Perez,  born  March  2, 
1785;  Polly,  born  June  18,  1786;  and  Sally,  born 
April  15,  1788. 

(VI)  Levi  Carpenter,  born  Alarch  25,  1765,  in 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  married  Alay  20,  1797,  Rebecca 
Sheldon.  She  died  Aug.  20,  1843,  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Arnold’s  Alills  bury- 
ing-ground.  Air.  Carpenter  was  occupied  in  farm- 
ing. He  died  April  16,  1856.  Their  children,  all 
born  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  were:  James  AI., 
born  Alarch  29,  1798;  Lydia,  born  July  28,  1799; 
Lyman,  born  April  i,  1802;  Levi,  born  Oct.  28, 
1803 ; Rebecca,  born  Alarch  28,  1805  ; Alary,  born 
Alarch  12,  1807;  George,  born  Aug.  28,  1810. 

(VII)  James  AI.  Carpenter,  son  of  Levi,  born 
Alarch  29,  1798,  married  in  1831  or  1832  Betsey 
Newman.  His  death  occurred  Alarch  28,  1848. 
His  children,  both  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  were : 
George  Alendol,  born  Alay  10,  1833  J and  Alary  N., 
born  June  30,  1840.  The  latter  married  Erastus 
Richardson,  of  Woonsocket,  and  was  a resident  of 
that  city,  where  Air.  Richardson  was  employed  as 
a bookkeeper.  James  AI.  Carpenter  lived  in  the 
northern  part  of  Cumberland,  where  he  was  a boat- 
builder  for  eighteen  years,  then  engaging  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  settled  on  the  Aliller  home- 
stead, known  as  the  Jabez  Amsbury  farm  (and 
where  Amsbury  conducted  a hotel  or  tavern 
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famous  in  his  day),  and  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 

George  jNlendol  Carpenter  attended  the  district 
scliools  at  Chapel  Four  Corners  and  entered  the 
academy  at  Seekonk,  after  graduating  from  which 
he  taught  school  for  one  term,  then  settling  on  his 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  which,  in  1876,  he  built 
his  fine  home,  making  many  like  improvements. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  selling 
his  product  at  X’alley  Falls,  and  until  his  retire- 
ment was  very  active,  - being  considered  one  of  the 
good,  practical  farmers  of  his  locality.  Air.  Car- 
penter is  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church  at 
Chapel  Four  Corners,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs, she  being  a member  of  the  Ladies  Aid  So- 
ciety and  prominent  in  all  temperance  and  chari- 
table work.  For  thirty-three  years  Airs.  Carpenter 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  are  stanch  advocates  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  she  is  a member  of  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.,  in  which  she  has  labored  faithfully 
for  many  years.  The  earnestness  and  piety  of  Air. 
Carpenter  have  made  him  a power  in  the  com- 
munity. He  is  connected  with  Cumberland  Grange, 
No.  2,  being  a charter  member,  and  has  been  mas- 
ter and  overseer  of  tbe  Grange ; he  is  also  identi- 
fied with  Pomona  Grange.  Airs.  Carpenter  is  con- 
nected with  the  Grange  and  has  been  lecturer.  In 
his  political  belief  Air.  Carpenter  is  a Prohibi- 
tionist. 

In  1856  Air.  Carpenter  was  married  to  Sarah 
Cook,  daughter  of  Olney  AI.  and  Harriet  (Ar- 
nold) Cook.  She  w-as  educated  in  the  local  schools 
of  Cumberland  and  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Providence,  and  was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools 
for  a number  of  years.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Carpen- 
ter were  born  children  as  follows : ( i ) Irving, 

born  Jan.  9,  i860,  who  resides  on  the  homestead, 
married  Anna  B.  Alowry.  (2)  Edmund  Arnold, 
born  Jan.  17,  1865,  is  a clerk  in  the  Valley  Falls 
Company  store  and  resides  in  Central  Falls.  He 
married  Susan  Sweet,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren ; Edmund  S.,  born  Aug.  19,  1901  ; William, 
who  died  in  infancy ; and  George  AI.,  born  Alay  2, 
1907.  (3)  Clara  Annettee,  born  July  i,  1866,  was 

educated  in  the  schools  of  Cumberland  and  the 
Dean  Academy,  at  Franklin,  Alass.,  and  received 
her  musical  education  at  Emerson  College,  Bos- 
ton. Until  her  death,  which  occurred  April  28, 
1906,  she  was  engaged  in  giving  vocal  lessons,  and 
was  well  and  favorably  knowm  as  a music  teacher. 
She  was  also  prominently  connected  with  all 
church  and  charitable  work,  w'as  actively  engaged 
in  the  work  of  the  W.  C.  T.  L".,  of  wdiich  her 
mother  was  president  at  Ashton,  and  was  well  be- 
loved for  her  many  lovable  characteristics,  as  well 
as  for  her  charities.  Her  death  was  the  cause  of 
much  grief,  not  only  among  the  members  of  her 
family,  but  throughout  Cumberland  as  w'ell.  She 
married  Alarcus  J.  Woodrow,  superintendent  of 
the  Clinton  Alills  at  Woonsocket,  in  wdiich  citv  she 


died ; she  is  buried  in  the  Cook  cemetery,  Cumber- 
land Hill. 

FREDERICK  A.  ALLAN,  Jr.,  whose  death 
occurred  Eeb.  16,  1907,  was  one  of  Newport's  suc- 
cessful contractors  and  builders,  and  was  a native 
of  that  city,  wdiere  for  several  generations  his  an- 
cestors before  him  had  made  their  homes. 

There  were  many  emigrants  to  New  England 
in  its  early  Colonial  period  bearing  the  name  of 
Allan,  and  the  Allans  of  that  part  of  Alassachu- 
setts  lying  adjacent  to  Rhode  Island  and  in  por- 
tions of  this  Commonw’ealth  have  been  numerous 
since  the  early  settlement  of  this  region  of  country. 
One  William  Allan  of  Salisbury,  a house  carpenter, 
received  land  there  in  the  first  division  in  1640. 
His  name  appears  on  the  list  of  townsmen  and  com- 
moners in  1650,  and  later  lists.  He  married  (first) 
Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Goodale,  and  (second) 
in  1684,  Alice,  wddow  of  John  Roper,  and  daughter 
of  John  Dickison.  Through  William  Allan’s  son, 
Benjamin  of  Salisbury  and  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  have 
descended  many  of  the  Allans  of  parts  of  Alassa- 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island  lying  adjacent  to  each 
other.  Benjamin  Allan  was  born  in  1652,  and  was 
married  (first)  in  1686,  to  Airs.  Rachel  Wheeler, 
of  Boston.  He  married  (second)  in  1695,  Hope- 
still  Leonard,  of  Rehoboth  or  Taunton.  Through 
Benjamin’s  son,  Jeremiah  (born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage), who  settled  in  Rehoboth,  came  a numerous 
posterity,  he  having  married  twice  and  had  thirteen 
children.  His  home  was  in  Swansea  and  Reho- 
both. 

There  settled  at  Newport  and  later  lived  in 
Kingstown,  this  Commonwealth,  one  John  Allan, 
a Quaker,  who  was  taxed  in  1680.  He  married, 
in  1650,  Elizabeth  Bacon,  and  their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  Alary,  Alercy,  Priscilla  and  Samuel,  and 
possibly  Christopher.  Air.  Allan's  daughter.  Alary, 
married  Rowland  Robinson,  and  it  was  at  the  lat- 
ter’s house  the  father  died  in  1708.  Then  another 
of  the  early  Rhode  Island  Allans  w'as  William  Al- 
lan, of  Portsmouth  or  Providence,  as  early  as  1683, 
from  whom  the  name  has  been  perpetuated  through 
his  sons : William  Allan,  of  Portsmouth,  who  was 
deputy  from  that  town  in  1705  ; Thomas  Allan,  who 
married  Anne  Barnes,  and  lived  in  Swansea;  John 
Allan,  of  North  Kingstown ; and  Alatthew  Allan, 
of  Portsmouth,  Warwick  and  North  Kingstown. 

Eor  upwards  of  a century  there  have  lived  at 
Newport  and  vicinity  several  generations  of  one 
branch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Allans,  but  the  public 
records  of  the  family  are  so  fragmentary  and  in- 
complete as  to  make  it  impossible  for  one  to  con- 
nect them  with  the  emigrant  settler.  This  Newport 
family  is  that  of  the  late  William  Samuel  Newton 
Allan,  who  married  June  27,  1784,  Abigail  West- 
gate,  and  among  their  children  were:  William  S. 
N.  Jr.,  born  in  1785;  George  Washington,  in  1797; 
and  James  Westgate,  in  1813. 

George  Washington  Allan,  born  Sept.  9,  1797, 
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in  Newport,  died  there  Oct.  10,  1838.  He  married 
Aug.  12,  1822,  Mary  L.  Lawton,  born  Aug.  i,  1798, 
daughter  of  Timothy  Lawton;  she  died  July  19, 
1865,  in  Newport.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Julia  Maria,  born  Jan.  23,  1823,  died  unmarried, 
aged  about  seventy-five  years.  (2)  William  La- 
fayette, born  Sept.  4,  1824,  married  Maria  Sprague, 
and  died  in  Newport  aged  forty-one  years.  He 
was  a butcher  by  occupation,  conducting  a market 
in  Newport.  (3)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  IMarch  12, 
1826,  married  William  Spooner,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased. (4)  Emily,  born  Aug.  ii,  1830,  married 
William  Gammill  Eriend,  a carpenter,  who  died  in 
Newport,  where  she  still  resides,  a widow.  (5) 
Frederick  A.  was  born  Oct.  12,  1833.  (6)  James 

Monroe,  born  May  6,  1838,  was  a butcher  by  trade, 
and  married  Ellen  Greason,  of  Providence ; he  died 
May  6,  1894.  George  Washington  Allan  was  a 
baker  by  occupation,  conducting  a bakery  on  Ferry 
Wharf,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  He  was 
an  invalid  for  about  ten  years  prior  to  his  death. 
He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Frederick  Augustus  Allan,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
Newport,  Oct.  12,  1833,  and  attended  school  there 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  followed 
farming  for  three  years,  and  then  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade  with  Abram  Tilley  Peckham  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  remained  with  that  gentleman  for 
thirteen  years.  He  then  purchased  Mr.  Peckham’s 
business,  which  he  conducted  for  about  two  years, 
when  he  became  a partner  of  Perry  G.  Case  and 
Isaac  R.  Spooner,  the  firm  being  known  as  P.  G. 
Case  & Co.  This  partnership  covered  a period  of 
twenty-six  years,  and  among  the  firm’s  work  may 
be  mentioned  Joseph  1.  Bailey’s  residence  on  Kay 
street.  Job  A.  Peckham’s  residence  on  the  same 
street,  Fairman  Rogers’  home  on  Ochre  Point, 
William  D.  Smith’s  home  on  Bellevue  avenue,  the 
Hoffman  residence  on  Bellevue  avenue,  the  home 
of  Col.  George  R.  Fearing  on  Narragansett  avenue, 
and  many  others.  In  1889  Mr.  Allan  bought  out 
the  interest  of  his  partners,  continuing  to  operate 
the  contracting  business  for  two  more  years,  when, 
in  1891,  he  retired.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  in  1902  was  appointed  tax  assessor 
for  a period  of  three  years.  He  was  a member  of 
the  United  Congregational  Church.  He  passed 
away  in  Newport,  Dec.  5,  1906. 

Mr.  Allan  was  married  Sept.  22,  1853,  to  Ann 
Elizabeth  Pike,  daughter  of  John  and  Adeline 
(Huddy)  Pike,  of  Newport,  who  died  IMay  8,  1888, 
in  Newport.  To  this  union  were  born:  George 
W.,  born  Aug.  21,  1854,  is  a broker  in  rubber  goods 
and  real  estate  in  New  York,  and  is  unmarried ; 
Ann  Elizabeth  married  Daniel  A.  Carter,  of  Mid- 
dletown, a farmer;  Clara  married  Richard  Free- 
born, an  undertaker,  and  is  now  deceased ; Adeline 
P.  married  Frank  Packard,  a tinsmith,  and  resides 
in  Newport;  Miss  Cora  resides  at  home;  Frederick 
Augustus,  Jr. ; Julia  Maria,  who  married  John  Bol- 
ton, of  Fall  River  IMass.,  died  in  Newport,  April 


14,  1883;  Lilly,  married  Gilman  Low,  an  artist  of 
Hingham,  Mass.,  now  lives  in  Dorchester,  Mass., 
Perry  Case  ( i ) died  in  infancy ; and  Perry  Case 
(2)  is  also  deceased. 

Frederick  Augustus  Allan,  Jr.,  was  born  Feb. 
28,  1864,  in  Newport,  and  there  received  his  educa- 
tion, attending  the  public  schools  until  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  became  a clerk  in  the  mar- 
ket of  Charles  Spooner,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years,  when  he  engaged  with  Edward  Griffith 
in  the  fish  market  of  the  latter.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s 
trade  with  P.  G.  Case  & Co.,  of  which  firm  his  fa- 
ther was  a member,  and  in  1895  he  embarked  in  the 
contracting  business  on  his  own  account.  iMr.  Al- 
lan was  very  successful  in  this  line,  doing  all  kinds 
of  general  contracting,  and  employing  at  times  from 
ten  to  thirty  men.  Among  some  of  iMr.  Allan’s 
work  may  be  mentioned  the  Coggeshall  school  build- 
ing on  Van  Zandt  avenue,  the  F.  B.  Coggeshall 
block,  corner  of  Washington  Square  and  Thames 
street,  Reginald  Norman’s  residence  on  Black 
Point,  and  the  Bee  Hive  building  on  Thames  street. 

Mr.  Allan  was  a member  of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge, 
No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  had  been  mar- 
shal, and  was  principal  sojourner  of  Newport 
Chapter  No.  2,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  deputy  master 
of  DeBlois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M.,  and  a mem- 
ber of  Washington  Commandery  No.  4,  Knights 
Templar,  having  served  as  guard  of  the  latter.  He 
was  a member  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection, in  which  he  had  served  as  junior  warden, 
and  he  and  his  wife  also  held  membership  in 
Aquidneck  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  his 
wife  having  been  matron  of  the  society  since  1905. 
Mr.  Allan  was  a member  of  the  Builders’  and  Mer- 
chants’ Exchange  of  Newport,  and  was  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Builders’  Association  of  Newport.  He 
was  also  a fine  member  of  the  Newport  Artillery 
Company,  of  which  he  had  been  ensign  sergeant, 
and  was  also  a member  of  the  Newport  Light  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  had  served  as  second  lieuten- 
ant for  five  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  which  he  was 
gymnasium  instructor  for  several  years,  as  well  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  gymnasium  directors,  and 
was  a member  and  stockholder  of  the  Newport 
Realty  Company,  and  of  the  Citizens’  Business  As- 
sociation. A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Allan  had 
always  been  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party, 
but  was  never  an  aspirant  to  public  office.  Mr.  Al- 
lan was  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  ]\Irs.  Allan  belongs. 

Mr.  Allan  was  married  April  t8,  1892,  to  Mary 
A.  Riegel,  daughter  of  Charles  Joseph  Riegel,  of 
Newport,  and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born ; 
IMary  Augusta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months  ; and  Dorothy  Carter. 

OLNEY  ARNOLD,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
general  manager  of  the  Rogers  Screw  Company  of 
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Providence,  is  a descendant  in  the  ninth  generation 
of  the  Arnold  family,  his  line  of  descent  being 
through  (I)  Thomas,  (H)  Richard,  (HI)  John, 
(l\')  Seth,  (^;  Nathan,  (VI)  Nathan  (2), 
(\TI)  Seth,  (\TII)  William  G.,  (IX)  Olney. 

(\TI1)  William  G.  Arnold  was  born  June  il, 
1827,  in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  and  was  educated  at 
Prof.  Bushee’s  Academy  in  \Voonsocket,  and  at 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute  in  Sufheld,  Conn. 
For  a time  he  taught  school  in  Smithfield,  and  la- 
ter served  as  town  clerk  of  Cumberland,  and  after 
that  of  Woonsocket.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. He  held  the  Central  iMill  privilege  of  East 
Providence.  ]\lr.  Arnold  had  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Titles  and  Mortgages  of  the  Providence 
County  Savings  Bank  of  Pawtucket,  and  was  trus- 
tee of  the  Pawtucket  schools.  He  died  at  Provi- 
dence, in  June,  1894.  Mr.  Arnold  married  Lucy 
JM.  Aldrich,  daughter  of  Burrill  Aldrich,  of  Woon- 
socket, and  to  them  were  born : \Villiam  Henry, 
deceased ; Olney ; and  Flora  Ellis,  who  married 
George  H.  Wightman,  by  whom  she  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Elora,  who  married  Philip  K.  Reynolds,  and 
had  two  children,  Philip  K.  and  Elizabeth  Joy. 

Olney  Arnold,  one  of  the  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Providence,  was  born  in 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  Sept.  8,  1862.  His  early  school- 
ing was  secured  in  Pawtucket  and  at  Mowry  & 
Goff’s  English  and  Classical  school  in  Providence. 
Fie  began  his  business  life  with  the  hardware  house 
of  C.  H.  George  & Co.,  in  Providence,  and  for 
about  twenty  years  was  with  the  American  Screw 
Company,  being  secretary  of  that  company  from 
1889  to  1899,  and  in  iMay  of  the  latter  year  he  be- 
came secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager  of 
the  Rogers  Screw  Company,  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Arnold  takes  a deep  interest  in  historical 
matters.  He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was 
instrumental  in  having  the  commission  appointed 
to  open  the  right  of  way  to  the  old  burial  ground 
in  Newport,  where  rest  the  remains  of  Gov.  Flene- 
dict  Arnold.  Mr.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  Hope 
Club  of  Providence,  the  Hardware  Club  of  New 
York,  and  the  New  England  Tariff  Reform 
League.  In  national  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

On  April  10,  1889,  Mr.  Arnold  was  married  in 
Providence  to  iMiss  Grace  Angell,  daughter  of  Ed- 
win G.  and  Sarah  S.  ( Southwick)  Angell,  and  to 
them  were  born:  Linda,  Sept.  16,  1890;  and  Olney, 
Jr.,  Feb.  12,  1895. 

DANIEL  ALDRICH  SMITH,  the  most  ex- 
tensive farmer  in  northwestern  Rhode  Island,  re- 
siding about  one  mile  from  Tarkiln  station,  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville,  descends  from  the  first  settled 
family  in  that  section  and  one  of  the  very  oldest 
families  in  the  State.  He  is  a descendant  in  the 
ninth  generation  from  John  Smith,  as  indicated 
by  the  following  record : 

(I)  John  Smith,  a miller  by  occupation,  was 


born  in  1595  in  England  and  settled  first  at  Dor- 
chester, Alass.  He  was  banished  from  Massachu- 
setts in  September,  1635,  and  was  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams and  four  others  when  the  settlement  was 
made  at  Providence  in  1636.  He  was  allowed  a 
grant  of  land  on  condition  that  he  would  set  up  a 
mill  for  the  grinding  of  corn.  John  Smith  (Mil- 
ler) was  a confidential  friend  of  Roger  Williams 
and  was  an  important  man  in  the  Colony.  He  was 
chosen  town  clerk  in  1641,  and  in  1647  was  a dele- 
gate from  Providence  to  Portsmouth  to  organize 
a government  under  the  charter.  He  died  in  1648, 
survived  by  his  wife,  Alice,  who  died  in  1650. 

(H)  John  Smith  (2),  son  of  John,  was  also  a mil- 
ler. He  served  as  deputy  from  1666  to  1672,  and 
as  town  clerk  from  1672  to  1676.  He  died  in  1682. 
His  wife  was  Sarah  Whipple,  born  in  1642,  who 
died  in  1687. 

(HI)  Benjamin  Smith,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  1672,  and  died  "April  23,  1751.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  April  12,  1693,  Mercy  Angell,  born  in 
1675,  who  died  Sept.  3,  1721.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) June  II,  1730,  Mercy  Waterman,  who  died 
in  1750. 

(IV)  Solomon  Smith,  so/i  of  Benjamin  and 
Mercy  (Angell)  Smith,  was  born  March  4,  1702, 
and  resided  near  what  is  Tarkiln,  in  the  town  of 
Burrillville,  the  farm  he  o^ned  and  occupied  being 
known  in  more  recent  years  as  the  “Jason  Olney 
place.”  It  is  now  owned  by  Daniel  A.  Smith, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  Solomon  Smith 
and  his  brother  John  were  the  first  of  the  family  to 
settle  in  that  locality. 

(V)  Capt.  John  Smith,  son  of  Solomon,  was 
born  in  1729,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the  farm 
before  mentioned.  He  married  Sarah  Arnold,  who 
died  June  19,  1812,  in  her  eightieth  year,  he  sur- 
viving her  and  dying  May  7,  1828,  in  his  ninety- 
ninth  year.  Both  are  buried  in  a private  yard  on 
the  farm. 

(VI)  Simeon  Smith,  son  of  John,  succeeded  his 
father  to  the  homestead  farm  and  there  died  March 
19,  1836,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year.  He  was  a man 
of  firm  Christian  character,  much  interested  in  the 
cause  of  religion,  and  his  home  was  a well-known 
stopping  place  for  ministers.  He  married  (first) 
Mary  Eddy,  daughter  of  Zephaniah  Eddy ; she 
died  May  9,  1794,  in  her  thirty-fourth  year,  and  his 
second  wife  was  Lydia,  her  sister.  She  died  Feb. 
9,  1844,  in  her  eighty-eighth  year.  Air.  Smith  had 
several  children  by  each  marriage. 

(VH)  Syra  Smith,  son  of  Simeon  and  Mary, 
remained  on  the  homestead  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage, after  which  he  removed  to  the  farm  of  his 
father-in-law,  in  what  is  North  Smithfield,  and 
there  died  in  1811.  He  married  Alartha,  daughter 
of  Charles  Sayles,  and  after  his  death  became  the 
wife  of  Paoli  Steere,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren. Alowry  and  F^ranah.  Syra  and  Alartha  Smith 
had  four  children:  Charlotte,  who  married  (first) 
Welcome  Sheldon,  and  (second)  John  Gold- 
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thwaite;  Simeon,  who  married  Almira  Utley,  and 
resided  in  Glocester;  Nelson,  who  died  young;  and 
Charles  Sayles. 

(VIII)  Charles  Sayles  Smith,  youngest  child  of 
Syra  Smith,  and  father  of  Daniel  A.,  was  born 
Sept.  2,  1809,  what  is  now  North  Smithfield,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  work.  After  his  mother’s 
second  marriage  he  made  his  home  with  his  grand- 
father, Simeon  Smith,  in  whose  home  he  resided 
until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  settled  on  the 
farm  adjoining,  formerly  owned  by  Area  Phette- 
place.  There  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  and  died 
March  i,  1884,  and  his  remains  rest  in  a private 
yard  on  the  farm.  He  was  a hard-working  man,  a 
successful  farmer,  and  ranked  among  the  substan- 
tial as  well  as  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
town.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  represented  the 
town  of  Burrillville  several  terms  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State. 

On  Nov.  24.  1831,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in 
Smithfield  to  Mary  Ann  Aldrich,  who  was  born 
Dec.  5,  1814,  in  Smithfield,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Diana  (Gaskill)  Aldrich.  Mrs.  Smith,  who  is  now 
ninety-three  years  of  age,  retains  all  her  faculties  to 
a marked  degree  excepting  her  hearing,  which  is, 
however,  only  slightly  impaired,  and  she  is  unusu- 
ally active  for  one  of  her  years.  She  was  always 
a hard-working  woman,  and  by  her  thrift  and  in- 
dustry contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  suc- 
cess of  her  husband.  Her  elder  sister,  Plannah, 
widow  of  George  W.  Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  is  now 
ninety-four  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Smith 
had  children  as  follows:  (i)  Simeon,  horn  Dec. 
20,  1832,  was  a farmer  and  resided  on  the  home- 
stead. He  died  unmarried  Nov.  6,  1865.  (2)  Al- 

zada,  born  May  ii,  1835.  died  Dec.  13,  1854.  (3) 

A son  and  (4)  A daughter,  twins,  born  June  18, 
1838,  died  the  following  day.  (5)  Syra  Emor, 
born  Sept.  20,  1840,  was  a farmer  in  Burrillville 
and  died  Oct.  14.  1865.  On  Dec.  5,  1861,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  E.  Thompson,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren. of  whom  the  eldest,  Diana,  born  Sept.  20, 
1862,  died  IMay  26,  1866.  Charles  H.,  the  other, 
born  July  12,  1864,  died  May  12,  1865.  Mrs.  Syra 
E.  Smith  subsequently  married  William  H.  Euller, 
and  now  resides  in  Woonsocket.  (6)  Martha 
Sayles,  born  July  31,  1843,  O^t.  13,  1865.  (7) 
Mary  Anna,  born  March  28,  1847,  was  married 
Jan.  I,  1867,  to  David  D.  Nichols,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Clara  Estelle,  born  Oct.  4,  1867.  (8) 

Daniel  Aldrich  was  born  Jan.  6,  1850. 

(IX)  Daniel  Aldrich  Smith  was  born  in  the 
house  he  now  occupies,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  the  famous  Lapham  In- 
stitute, at  North  Scituate,  attending  that  institution 
for  six  months.  Returning  to  the  home  farm  he 
assisted  his  father  and  eventually  succeeded  him, 
because  of  his  advancing  years,  in  the  management 
of  the  farm.  He  has  ever  since  proved  himself  a 
true  friend  of  progress,  for  from  the  time  he  under- 
took the  management  of  the  place  he  has  been  in- 


defatigable in  his  efforts  to  improve  it  to  the  ut- 
most. He  has  been  adding  to  his  holdings  until 
he  is  now  the  largest  landowner  in  the  town,  hav- 
ing nearly  a thousand  acres,  much  of  which  is 
covered  with  valuable  timber.  Among  the  im- 
provements which  he  has  made  on  the  original 
place  may  be  mentioned  a large  addition  to  the 
barn.  Pie  has  increased  the  scope  of  his  enterprises 
to  a considerable  extent,  at  present  keeping  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  cows,  having  the  largest 
dairy  in  Burrillville,  if  not  in  Rhode  Island ; he 
disposes  of  his  milk  at  wholesale.  He  is  a well- 
known  trader,  doing  a large  business  in  that  line, 
and  raises  a large  number  of  hogs  annually.  He 
handles  hay  and  grain  in  carload  lots.  Associated 
with  Mr.  Smith  in  his  various  undertakings  is  his 
son  Bert  C.,  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  A.  Smith  & 
Son.  Mr.  Smith  is  recognized  as  a careful  and 
shrewd  business  man,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  his  town.  He  has  achieved 
success  as  a result  of  industry  combined  with  the 
most  intelligent  methods,  for  Mr.  Smith  is  a keen 
observer  of  results  in  his  work,  and  has  excellent 
judgment  in  following  the  methods  that  lead  to 
the  most  satisfactory  outcome.  His  unimpeach- 
able integrity  and  straightforwardness  in  every  re- 
lation of  life,  and  the  high  position  he  has  attained, 
command  respect  for  him  wherever  he  is  known, 
and  his  advice  is  sought  and  valued.  He  is  a direc- 
tor of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  at  Greenville. 
Though  a stanch  Democrat  Mr.  Smith  has  stead- 
fastly abstained  from  taking  any  part  in  political 
or  public  affairs  and  has  uniformly  declined  to  ac- 
cept office,  his  business  interests  requiring  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  April  20,  1873,  to 
Lydia  A.  Clemence,  who  was  born  in  Glocester, 
daughter  of  Reuben  A.  and  Elsa  (Mann)  Clem- 
ence, and  died  Dec.  12,  1887,  in  her  thirty-fourth 
year.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
(i)  Charles  Reuben,  born  Aug.  5,  1875,  died  July 
22,  1885.  (2)  Mary  Elsa,  born  Jan.  27,  1880.  mar- 

ried Everett  H.  Mowry  and  resides  in  Burrillville. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Martha  Washington, 
born  Feb.  22,  1905.  (3)  Bert  Cleveland,  born 

July  14,  1885,  married  Plary  E.  Pray,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Mary  Etta,  born  Aug.  27,  1906. 

LATHAM  (Providence  family).  The  history 
of  the  Latham  family  in  this  country  begins  with 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  in  the  “Mayflower”  in 
1620.  William  Latham,  at  the  time  a youth,  under 
the  charge  of  Governor  Carver,  and  of  Plymouth 
1623,  it  it  said,  was  a passenger  in  the  “Mayflower,” 
and  in  1627  had  a share  in  the  division  of  cattle, 
yet  he  was  not  mentioned  as  one  of  the  “May- 
flower Company.”  He  was  at  Duxbury  in  1637, 
where  he  sold  property  in  1639.  He  was  at  Marsh- 
field in  1643,  where  he  and  Roger  Cook  had  their 
houses  burned. 

Across  the  water  in  England,  the  Lathams  were 
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an  ancient  and  historic  family.  The  senior  branch 
of  the  Lathams,  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  ended 
with  the  death  of  Isabel,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Sir  Thomas  Latham,  of  Latham,  who  died  in  1385. 
Isabel  Latham,  his  daughter,  married  Sir  John 
Stanley,  Knight,  from  w’hom  were  the  Stanleys, 
Earls  of  Derby.  Latham  House  was  defended  with 
much  heroism,  and  successfully  by  the  Countess  of 
Derby,  in  1644.  Lewis  Latham,  the  ancestor  of  so 
many  Rhode  Island  families,  was  descended  from  a 
junior  branch  of  the  Lathams  of  the  County  of 
Lancaster,  and  he  bore  the  same  coat  of  arms  as 
that  family.  For  many  generations  the  Lathams 
exerted  a powerful  influence  in  the  County  of 
Lancaster  :and  to  all  descendants  of  Lewis  Latham, 
the  manor  which  bears  his  name,  and  where  his 
ancestors  lived  for  so  long  a period,  must  ever  be 
treasured  with  interest  as  great  as  the  place  where 
he  actually  abode.  Lewis  Latham,  born  in  1555, 
was  falconer  to  King  Charles  L,  and  died  in  1655. 
Through  his  daughter  Frances,  by  two  of  her  four 
husbands,  William  Dungan  and  Jeremiah  Clarke, 
his  blood,  though  not  his  name  has  been  perpetuated 
to  an  extraordinary  degree  both  in  Rhode  Island 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  She  had 
eleven  children  and  eighty-two  grandchildren.  Her 
remains  rest  in  the  Newport  cemetery,  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

One  Robert  Latham  was  constable  at  Marsh- 
field, Mass.,  in  1643  > at  Cambridge  two 

years  in  the  family  of  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard. 
Mitchell,  in  his  history  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  says 
he  was  a son  probably  of  William  Latham.  Then 
there  was  at  Cambridge  or  Boston,  a Cary  Latham, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Masters 
and  relict  of  Edward  Lockwood.  Two  of  his  chil- 
dren are  of  record  at  Boston.  He  settled  in  New 
London,  Conn.,  and  served  in  many  town  offices, 
being  one  of  the  townsmen  or  selectmen  for  six- 
teen years,  and  six  times  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  from  May,  1664,  to  1670.  He  died  in  1685. 
His  large  grants  of  land  enriched  his  descendants. 
Mitchell,  in  his  history  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  says 
this  Cary  Latham  might  have  been  a brother  of  the 
first  William  Latham. 

Robert  Latham  (above)  married,  in  1649,  Su- 
sanna, daughter  of  John  Winslow,  brother  of  Gov- 
ernor Edward  Winslow,  and  had  children : Mercy, 
1650,  at  Plymouth;  James  Chilton;  Joseph;  Eliza- 
beth ; Hannah ; and  Sarah.  Mr.  Latham  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  at  IMarshfield,  1637 ; settled  at  East 
Bridgewater,  before  1667.  His  wife’s  mother  was 
the  famous  Mary  Chilton,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  female  who  set  foot  on  the  Plymouth  shore, 
1620.  Her  father,  James  Chilton,  and  her  mother, 
Susanna,  both  died  the  first  winter. 

It  is  through  this  Robert  and  Susanna  (Wins- 
low) Latham  that  the  branch  of  the  Providence 
family — that  of  the  late  Joseph  .Stanton  Latham — 
under  consideration,  is  said  to  descend. 

One  Thomas  Latham,  a descendant  in  the 


fourth  generation  from  Robert  (above),  married  in 
1752  Abigail  Hammar,  and  their  children  were; 
Nabby,  born  in  1753;  William,  born  in  1756;  Betty, 
born  in  1757;  Thomas;  Benjamin;  Lucinda; 
Stephen;  and  Rowdand.  Of  these  William  and 
Thomas  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and 
went  westward,  and  Benjamin  went  to  Providence. 
The  line  of  Thomas  Latham  (above)  from  Robert 
Latham  is  through  James  Latham  and  his  wife  De- 
liverance, and  Joseph  Latham  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Hayward). 

The  late  Joseph  Stanton  Latham,  of  Providence, 
was  born  in  1820,  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
a son  of  Joshua  and  Delight  Latham.  He  married 
Jane  Ellen  Bulkeley,  who  was  born  at  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  about  1824,  a descendant  of  an  ancient  and 
prominent  family  of  that  section.  In  his  younger 
life  Air.  Latham  was  engaged  in  the  picture  frame 
business  at  Providence,  but  later  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Gorham  Alanufacturing  Company, 
serving  for  some  twenty-five  or  more  years  as 
foreman  of  the  engine-turning  department  of  that 
great  plant.  Air.  Latham  was  an  active  and  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Alathewson  Street  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Providence,  and  was  a class 
leader  in  the  church.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem 
and  respect  by  the  community.  He  died  March 
14,  1887,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife  passed 
away  Feb.  i,  1886,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Of  their 
three  children,  one  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  Au- 
gustus is  a resident  of  Providence ; and  Charles 
Bulkeley,  born  in  1862,  is  a resident  of  Cranston, 
Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  Augustus  Latham,  son  of  Joseph 
Stanton  and  Jane  Ellen  (Bulkeley)  Latham,  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1850,  in  Providence,  R.  L,  and  in 
the  public  and  private  schools  of  the  city  received 
his  elementary  education.  He  furthered  his  prep- 
aration for  business  in  the  commercial  college  of 
Bryant  & Stratton.  At  about  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  began  and  served  a three  years’  appren- 
ticeship in  the  office  of  Air.  John  Howe,  a civil  en- 
gineer of  Providence.  He  was  subsequently  em- 
ployed by  Air.  Howe  until  they  together  bought  a 
granite  quarry  located  in  the  town  of  Smithfield, 
this  State.  Here  for  some  two  years  young  Lat- 
ham was  in  charge  getting  out  a large  amount  of 
materials  to  be  used  by  the  city  of  Providence  for 
the  work  about  the  Sockanosset  pumping  station, 
for  caps  and  foundation  of  the  Butler  Exchange 
building  and  other  work.  In  1873  quarry  was 
disposed  of,  and  Air.  Latham  began  employment 
with  the  firm  of  Alessrs.  S.  B.  Cushing  & Co.,  civil 
engineers  of  Providence  with  whom  he  was  en- 
gaged professionally  for  two  years,  leaving  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  to  take  charge  of  the  sur- 
veying department  of  a real  estate  establishment  in 
Providence,  doing  business  for  himself  in  addition 
to  this  outside  work,  and  he  gradually  became  fully 
established  in  business  solely  on  his  own  account, 
and  really  from  the  time  of  the  completion  of  his 
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term  of  apprenticeship  dates  the  period  of  his  pro- 
fessional career,  which  at  this  writing  (1907)  finds 
him  one  of  the  oldest  civil  engineers  now  in  Provi- 
dence in  point  of  service.  In  the  course  of  his  long 
years  of  experience  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  va- 
rious lines  of  work  a civil  engineer  is  called  upon 
for,  although  he  has  made  bridge-buikling  a spe- 
cialty, and  erected  many  such  structures  in  and 
about  Providence.  He  was  chief  engineer  for  the 
Pontiac  Branch  Railroad  until  that  road  was  leased 
by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Com- 
pany. He  made  a preliminary  survey  of  the  Pone- 
gansett  Railroad  from  Providence  to  Danielson, 
Conn.  He  built  the  Spring  Lake  Reservoir 
in  Cranston.  Mr.  Latham  keeps  abreast  of 
the  times  and  executes  work  after  modern 
plans.  His  reputation  is  second  to  none 
in  the  State  in  his  line  of  work.  He  has 
in  his  employ  a dozen  or  more  men  the  year  round. 
He  is  enterprising  and  public-spirited  and  has  met 
with  deserved  success,  managing  his  business  af- 
fairs in  a manner  that  commends  him  to  execute 
safely  and  properly  all  work,  no  matter  how  ex- 
tensive, that  is  entrusted  to  his  care. 

Mr.  Latham  is  a resident  of  the  town  of  Crans- 
ton, district  of  Edgewood,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  politics  of  that  town — in  its  public  af- 
fairs, ever  ready  to  advance  as  much  as  it  is  within 
his  power,  the  interests  of  the  town ; and  ever  ad- 
vocating such  measures  as  in  his  judgment  are  for 
the  best  welfare  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  has 
served  the  town  for  a number  of  years  as  town 
engineer.  He  has  been  the  moderator  of  town 
meetings  and  served  his  townsmen  in  various  other 
capacities.  He  was  a member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee of  the  town  for  seventeen  consecutive  years. 
He,  too,  was  for  several  years,  superintendent  of 
schools  when  the  schools  were  under  the  district 
system.  He  has  also  served  on  many  committees 
assigned  to  the  laying  out  of  streets  and  avenues. 

Since  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  Mr.  Latham 
has  been  a member  of  the  Mathewson  Street  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  Providence,  and  been  active 
and  zealous  in  church  work.  For  the  last  twenty 
years  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  of  that  church.  He  is  now  and  has  been  for 
a number  of  years  a trustee  of  the  church.  He 
was  a member  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
present  beautiful  and  commodious  church  edifice. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  building  committee 
of  the  Edgewood  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  edi- 
fice. Mr.  Latham,  too,  has  been  active  in  fraternal 
organizations.  He  is  a member  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
N6.  9 A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Pawtuxet,  of  which  he  was 
worshipful  master  in  1887 ; is  a member  of  Provi- 
dence Chapter  and  Council ; of  Calvary  Command- 
ery,  and  has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree. 

On  Nov.  26  (or  28),  1874,  Mr.  Latham  was  mar- 
ried to  Hattie  R.  Tuller,  of  Simsbury,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Lurennah  (Phelps) 


Tuller  of  that  town.  Their  children  were:  Hat- 
tie L.,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  D.  Easterbrooks ; Eva 
J.,  now  the  wife  of  David  ]M.  White,  of  Lancas- 
ter, N.  H.,  an  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Coos 
County  Democrat;  Charles  O.,  now  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Providence ; 
and  Arthur  J.,  of  Providence,  a graduate  of  Brown 
University,  class  of  1905. 

DR.  REUBEN  FERRIS  EATON,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  England, 
the  line  of  his  descent  being  as  follows : 

(I)  William  Eaton,  was  of  Watertown,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(II)  John  Eaton,  of  the  Hill,  was  born  in  1636. 

(III)  John  Eaton  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  1666. 

(IV)  Thomas  Eaton  was  born  in  1696. 

(V)  Capt.  Thomas  Eaton,  born  in  1743,  married 
Joanna  Flint. 

(VI)  George  Washington  Eaton,  son  of  Cap- 
tain Thomas,  born  in  1782,  died  in  1858.  He  re- 
sided in  North  Reading  all  of  his  life,  being  a 
wheelwright,  blacksmith  and  farmer.  He  was  ac- 
tive in  town  matters,  and  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  his  town.  He  married  Ruth  Eaton, 
of  Wilmington,  Mass.,  and  to  them  were  born : 
George,  Sally,  Warren,  Sylvester,  Emeline,  Maria, 
Albert,  Alvin,  Thomas,  Alfred  and  Edward.  In 
religious  belief  Mr.  Eaton  was  a Unitarian. 

(Vni)  Albert  Eaton,  son  of  George  W.,  was 
born  in  North  Reading,  ISIass.,  but  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  ran  away  to  sea,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He 
later  made  several  voyages  around  the  world  and  to 
the  arctic  regions.  Albert  Eaton  married  Sarah 
Hopkins,  a Quakeress,  when  she  was  about  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  both  died  in  North  Reading. 
Their  children  were:  George  Albert,  deceased; 
Reuben  Eerris,  M.  D. ; James  Buchanan,  a whole- 
sale butcher  at  Peabody,  Mass.,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth Eiske,  and  had  three  children— Nellie,  George 
and  Emma;  Homer  Francis,  deceased;  and  Irving 
Clifford,  of  North  Reading,  Massachusetts. 

(VIII)  Dr.  Reuben  Ferris  Eaton,  son  of  Al- 
bert, was  born  in  North  Reading,  Mass.,  Aug.  14, 
1853,  and  attended  the  public  schools  at  North 
Reading,  and  the  Bristol  Academy  at  Taunton, 
Mass.  He  graduated  from  the  iMedical,  Depart- 
ment of  Boston  University  in  1886,  and  then  went 
to  Europe  to  pursue  his  studies  in  the  .Vienna  Hos- 
pital, and  under  private  instruction  for  a year. 
Erom  1887  to  1890  he  practiced  at  Foxboro,  Mass., 
and  while  there  served  on  the  school  committee.  In 
1890  the  Doctor  sold  out  and  came  to  Providence, 
locating  on  Waterman  street,  where  he  has  built 
up  a large  and  lucrative  practice  and  made  many 
warm  personal  friends.  Dr.  Eaton  is  unmarried. 
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BARKER.  Qne  of  the  oldest  and  most  interest- 
ing families  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  is  that 
of  Barker,  which  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  history  for  over  two  and  a half  centuries. 
The  Barker  family  pedigree  is  traced  for  numerous 
generations  in  England  prior  to  the  immigrant  an- 
cestor to  this  country,  and  was  there  connected 
through  marriage  to  the  first  Protestant  lord  mayor 
of  London.  The  genealogy  given  below  particu- 
larly treats  of  the  ancestry  and  families  of  Jacob 
Alton  Barker  and  Henry  Howard  Barker,  brothers, 
two  of  Newport’s  prosperous  and  successful  busi- 
ness men,  as  well  as  two  of  that  city’s  progressive 
and  honored  citizens.  The  Roman  numerals  in 
the  following  genealogy  indicate  the  different  gen- 
erations. 

(I)  John  Barker  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hill,  brother  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  the  first 
Protestant  lord  mayor  of  London,  in  1549. 

(H)  Edward  Barker,  son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Barker. 

(HI)  Rowland  Barker,  son  of  Edward,  was  of 
Wellerton,  in  the  County  of  Salop,  and  to  him  a 
coat  of  arms  was  granted. 

(IV)  James  Barker,  son  of  Rowland,  left  South- 
ampton, England,  in  the  spring  of  1634,  on  the  ship 
“Mary  and  John,”  of  London,  for  New  England, 
but  died  on  the  passage.  In  the  family  manu- 
script he  is  called  of  Harwich,  County  of  Essex, 
England.  Pie  had  two  children,  Christianna  and 
James. 

(V)  James  Barker  (2),  son  of  James,  was  born 
in  England  about  1617,  and  married  about  1644 
Barbara,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Frances  Dun- 
gan.  Until  he  became  of  age,  which  was  about 
1638,  he  was  in  the  care  of  his  sister,  who  had  mar- 
ried Thomas  Beecher  and  later  Nicholas  Easton. 
He  came  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1638  or  1639.  He 
was  an  officer  of  Newport,  in  1644;  was  a member 
of  the  General  Court  of  Elections  from  Newport, 
in  1648;  was  made  a freeman  of  Newport,  in  1655; 
was  a member  of  the  Court  of  Commissioners,  in 

1655,  1661  and  1663;  was  deputy,  in  1669,  1676 
and  1677;  assistant  deputy,  in  1678;  deputy  gov- 
ernor, in  1678  and  1679,  after  the  death  of  Gover- 
nor Coddington,  and  again  in  1681,  1683,  1684, 
1685  and  1686,  and  he,  or  his  son,  James,  in  1690 
and  1696.  He  died  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1702. 
jMr.  Barker  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Nicholas  Easton,  son  of 
Peter  and  grandson  of  Nicholas;  James,  born  in 
1648;.  Mary,  who  married  (first)  Elisha  Smith 
and  (second)  Israel  Arnold,  of  Warwick;  Sarah; 
Joseph ; Peter ; Christianna,  who  married  William 
Phillips;  and  William,  born  in  1662. 

(\T)  James  Barker  (3),  son  of  James  (2),  was 
born  in  1648,  and  married  in  1673  Sarah,  born  in 

1656,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Gould) 
Jafferay.  He  was  of  Newport ; was  admitted  a free- 
man thereof  in  1675;  was  deputy  in  1678,  1690, 
1691,  1696,  1703.  1705,  1706,  1707,  1708,  1709  and 


1716;  and  was  assistant  deputy  in  1695,  1696,  1698 
and  1699.  His  children  were  ; James  ; William,  who 
died  unmarried;  Nicholas;  Mary,  who  married 
Joshua  Winsor ; Abigail,  who  married  John  Work, 
of  Long  Island ; Priscilla,  who  married  Robert 
Lawton;  Jane,  who  married  Thomas  Lawton,  and 
Jeremiah,  born  Jan.  16,  1699. 

(VH)  James  Barker  (4),  son  of  James  (3), 
was  born  Dec.  4,  1675,  and  married  in  1699  Mary 
Cook.  He  was  of  Newport  and  Middletown,  R. 
I.;  was  admitted  a freeman  in  1704;  and  in  1709, 
1717,  1725  and  1726  he  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Assembly.  He  was  for  over  fifty  years  a member 
of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newport.  Mr.'' 
Barker  died  March  26,  1758,  and  his  wife  died  Feb. 
24,  1758.  Their  children  were:  James,  born  Dec. 
30,  1700;  Phebe,  born  Feb.  17,  1703;  Mary,  born 
in  1705;  Mary  (2),  born  May  9,  1706,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  William  Greene  and  (second)  Job 
Mason;  Priscilla,  born  July  26,  1708,  married  Aug. 
29,  1728,  John  Clarke;  John,  born  Dec.  18,  1710; 
Robert,  born  June  2,  1712;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  30, 
1714;  Peleg,  born  July  ii,  1716;  Phebe,  born  Nov. 
14,  1717,  who  married  Jan.  23,  1736,  William  Peck- 
ham  ; and  Deborah,  born  Jan.  17,  1720,  who  mar- 
ried Sept.  14,  1738,  Hezekiah  Hoar. 

(VHI)  John  Barkfer,  son  of  James  (4),  was 
born  Dec.  18,  1710,  and  married  Sept.  25,  1735, 
Rebecca  Hoar,  born  in  1713,  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
and  Sarah  (Brightman)  Hoar.  They  lived  in  Mid- 
dletown, R.  L,  where  they  died,  he  on  March  17, 
1777,  and  she  on  May  18,  1800.  Their  children 
were  born  as  follows:  Hezekiah,  Aug.  24,  1736; 
Mary,  May  19,  1738;  John,  Aug.  8,  1741;  Elisha, 
June  27,  1744;  John,  Dec.  7,  1746;  David,  July  20, 
1749;  Gideon,  Dec.  4,  1751;  Samuel,  in  April, 
1754;  and  Hezekiah,  in  April,  1757. 

(IX)  David  Barker,  son  of  John,  was  born  July 
20,  1749,  and  married  Oct.  i,  1772,  Eunice  Sher- 
man, of  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  Their  children  of  Mid- 
dletown town  record  were:  John,  born  Oct.  i, 
1773  (died  Sept.  8,  1774)  ; Rebecca,  born  Aug.  23, 
1774;  Christopher,  born  Alay  28,  1776;  John,  born 
Dec.  19,  1777;  George,  born  March  i,  1779;  Gid- 
eon, born  Aug.  i,  1780;  Nancy,  born  Aug.  2,  1782; 
David,  born  May  23,  1784;  Eliphaz,  born  July  26, 
1786;  Rachel,  born  Feb.  27,  1788;  Sarah,  born 
Jan.  30,  1790;  Simon,  born  July  9,  1791  ; Elijah, 
born  Aug.  31,  1793;  Hezekiah,  born  Dec.  26,  1796; 
and  Charles,  born  Jan.  2,  1799. 

(X)  Elipbaz  Barker,  son  of  David  Barker,  was 
born  July  26,  1786,  in  Middletown,  and  was  twice 
married,  (first)  to  Hannah  Fish  and  (second)  to 
Cynthia  Sherman.  Mr.  Barker  carried  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  was  also  extensively  engaged  in 
butchering,  operating  a slaughter  house  in  Middle- 
town.  He  was  successful  in  his  business  enter- 
])rises,  although 'he  met  with  reverses  by  being 
l)urned  out  twice,  and  some  of  his  silver,  which  was 
melted  by  the  fire  at  his  home,  was  later  found  in 
the  cellar  and  run  into  spoons,  which  are  still  in  the 
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possession  of  some  of  his  descendants.  His  chil- 
dren were : Henry,  Barzilla,  Sarah,  Mary  Ann, 
Eunice  and  Edwin,  by  the  first  marriage,  and 
Cynthia  Ann,  Lucinda,  Hannah  and  Thomas,  by 
the  second  marriage. 

(XI)  Edwin  Barker,  son  of  Eliphaz,  was  born 
Nov.  3,  1818,  in  Middletown,  and  passed  away  in 
February,  1890,  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  He  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  which  was  spent  in  Middletown, 
Newport  and  Little  Compton.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious man,  and  bore  the  esteem  of  the  communities 
in  which  he  lived.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church  of  Newport. 
Mr.  Barker  married  Rebecca  Anthony  Sherman, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Taber)  Sherman,  of 
Middletown,  R.  I.,  in  which  town  she  passed  away. 
To  them  were  born  the  following  children : Clara, 
who  married  Charles  H.  Seatle,  of  Newport,  a car- 
riage maker  by  trade ; Hannah,  the  wife  of  John 
Cahoone  Bailey,  of  Newport ; Agnes,  the  wife  of 
William  S.  Jones,  of  Newport;  Edgar  L.,  who  mar- 
ried Lillian  C.  Dyer,  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  where  they 
reside ; Mary,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  in 
Newport;  Elma  D.,  who  married  Edgar  S.  Peck- 
ham,  of  Little  Compton,  where  they  reside;  Jacob 
Alton ; Henry  Howard ; and  Wendell  E.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  teaming  business  in  Newport,  and 
who  married  Eliza  Pearce. 

(XH)  Jacob  Alton  Barker,  son  of  Edwin  and 
Rebecca  Anthony  (Sherman)  Barker,  was  born 
Dec.  31,  i860,  in  Middletown,  R.  L,  and  was  reared 
on  a farm,  attending  the  district  schools  in  the  win- 
ter months  and  engaging  in  farm  work  in  the  sum- 
mer time.  Thus  he  was  employed  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  became  an  active  worker  on 
the  farm,  giving  his  attention  to  poultry  raising. 
With  his  parents  he  finally  removed  to  Little  Comp- 
ton and  there  continued  farming  for  a time,  being 
later  employed  for  about  two  years  by  Robert 
Brown,  in  the  meat  business,  and  upon  giving  up 
this  employment  went  to  Providence.  In  the  latter 
city  he  engaged  with  Henry  F.  Tourtellot,  a com- 
mission and  produce  merchant,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  some  time,  and  then  came  to  Newport, 
where  he  became  a clerk  in  the  grocery  and  pro- 
duce store  kept  by  the  late  Capt.  Henry  D.  Scott. 
After  about  two  years  in  this  gentleman’s  employ 
he  engaged  with  the  late  William  S.  Lawton,  who 
was  conducting  a meat  market  and  produce  store, 
and  with  whom  he  continued  for  one  year.  Mr. 
Barker  then  entered  into  partnership  with  Charles 
D.  Martin,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Barker  & 
iMartin  they  opened  a meat  and  provision  business 
on  Thames  street.  This  connection  lasted  about 
two  years,  when  Mr.  iMartin  withdrew  from  the 
business,  and  at  this  time  Mr.  Barker’s  brother, 
Henry  Floward  Barker,  became  a partner,  the  firm 
name  becoming  J.  A.  & H.  H.  Barker.  The  busi- 
ness was  conducted  under  that  style  until  Dec.  'i, 
1901,  at  which  time  the  firm  was  dissolved.  Mr. 


J.  A.  Barker  has  since  conducted  the  business  at 
the  old  stand.  Nos.  346-348  Thames  street,  as  a 
dealer  in  meats,  produce,  provisions,  etc.,  and  has 
been  very  successful,  his  store  being  a model  one. 

In  1903  he  erected  his  present  commodious 
three  story  brick  block,  in  which  the  business  has 
since  been  conducted. 

Mr.  Barker  is  a member  of  Redwood  Lodge, 
No.  II,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Excelsior  Lodge, 
No.  49,  I.  O.  O.  F.  During  its  existence  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Association,  serving 
as  a member  of  the  Public  Improvement  and 
Finance  committees,  and  upon  its  dissolution  be- 
came a charter  member  of  the  Miantonomi  Club. 
He  is  a Republican  in  political  opinion,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  they  give  their  liberal  support. 
Mrs.  Barker  holds  membership  in  William  Ellery 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
in  which  organization  she  takes  an  active  part. 

On  Sept.  22,  1889,  Mr.  Barker  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Coggeshall,  daughter  of 
William  E.  and  Susan  (Huddy)  Coggeshall,  of 
Middletown,  and  by  this  union  there  are  two  chil- 
dren : Mildred  Coggeshall,  born  Oct.  19,  1891, 
and  Harold  Sherman,  born  Alay  30,  1897. 

Mr.  Barker  is  a director  and  vice-president  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Cuban  Company,  a corporation 
engaged  in  the  cattle  raising  industry  in  Cuba. 
He  is  also  interested  in  agriculture,  being  the 
owner  of  “Hill  Top  Farm,”  in  Portsmouth,  for- 
merly known  as  the  Potter  farm,  which  he  has 
purchased,  and  upon  which  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements, building  thereon  a large  and  commodi- 
ous house  and  barn,  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments. This  farm  consists  of  about  sixty  acres  of 
land,  which  is  kept  in  a good  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Barker  is  recognized  as  an  able,  energetic  and 
progressive  business  man,  and  as  a citizen  is  always 
ready  to  lend  his  hand  to  all  measures  having  as 
their  object  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
city’s  interests. 

(XH)  Henry  How^ard  Barker,  son  of  Ed- 
win and  Rebecca  Anthony  (Sherman)  Barker, 
was  born  Nov.  ii,  1863,  in  Middletown,  R.  I., 
and  received  his  early  educational  training  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and,  later,  in 
Little  Compton.  He  attended  school  until  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  during  this  period  the 
rest  of  liis  time  was  spent  in  work  on  the  farm. 
After  leaving  school  he  accepted  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Luce  & Dufify,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  remained  with  that  firm  for  six  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  purchased  one  of  the 
firm’s  stores,  located  at  Pawtuxet,  R.,  I.,  conduct- 
ing the  same  for  three  or  four  years.  Mr.  Barker 
then  sold  out  and  became  a clerk  in  the  drug  store 
conducted  at  Olneyville,  R.  I.,  by  Patrick  Collins, 
but  continued  there  only  several  months.  In  the 
fall  of  1889  he  came  to  Newport  and  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  meat  and  provision  business  which 
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was  then  being  conducted  by  bis  brother,  Jacob 
Alton  Barker,  the  firm  name  becoming  J.  A.  & 
H.  H.  Barker.  They  continued  together  success- 
fully for  twelve  years.  Having  met  with  great 
success  in  their  venture  the  brothers  opened  a 
market  at  the  corner  of  Thames  and  Marlborough 
streets,  and  in  December,  1901,  when  the  firm  was 
dissolved,  H.  H.  Barker  took  charge  of  the  ‘Alarl- 
borough  Market,”  which  he  has  conducted  profit- 
ably to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Barker  holds  membership  in  Excelsior 
Lodge,  No.  49,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  his  family  are 
attendants  of  the  Thames  Street  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Newport,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
a trustee  for  a number  of  years.  In  political  mat- 
ters Mr.  Barker  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never 
cared  for  public  office. 

On  Nov.  3,  1891,  Mr.  Barker  was  married  to 
Miss  Ida  Mabel  x\lger,  daughter  of  the  late  Edwin 
G.  S.  and  Jane  E.  (Mitchell)  Alger,  of  Newport, 
and  two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union : Ed- 
win Howard,  born  Sept.  12,  1893;  and  Florence 
iMyrtha,  born  "March  22,  1895.  Mr.  Barker  is  a 
self-made  man,  the  success  which  he  has  attained 
being  entirely  due  to  his  industry,  energy  and  busi- 
ness foresight.  He  well  sustains  the  reputation 
of  the  old  family  of  which  he  is  a worthy  member. 

WARFIELD  (Woonsocket  family).  Since  the 
earlv  settling  of  that  region  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
north  of  portions  of  Rhode  Island  including  the 
town  of  Woonsocket,  and  the  territory  out  of  which 
that  town  came,  the  name  Warfield  has  been  a con- 
tinuous one.  As  early  as  1642  Deacon  John  War- 
field  was  an  inhabitant  of  Dedham,  Mass.  He  was 
next  in  Medfield,  thence  he  went  to  Mendon  town 
seat  in  1685,  where  he  seems  to  have  grown  into 
public  confidence,  being  made  a deacon  in  the  church 
there  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  meeting  house. 
He  was  also  appointed  school-master  of  the  chil- 
dren and  youth.  Throughout  the  region  of  coun- 
try indicated  in  the  foregoing  and  extending  down 
into  what  is  now  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  across 
into  Rhode  Island,  the  posterity  of  this  Dedham  race 
of  Warfields  has  continued  to  the  present,  and 
among  them  have  been  men  and  women  of  high 
social  position  and  large  usefulness.  For  some 
forty-five  years  a branch  of  this  family  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity of  W'oonsocket  and  worthily  worn  the  fam- 
ily name.  Reference  is  made  especially  to  Aaron 
B.  Warfield,  Esq.,  of  that  city,  long  one  of  its  suc- 
cessful business  men,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  merchant,  with  l)anking  connections ; and  to 
his  brother,  George  P.  Warfield,  Esq.,  who,  though 
of  less  years  of  residence  in  MMonsocket,  is  of  sub- 
stantial citizenship,  for  many  years  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building. 

(I)  Reverting  to  the  early  history  of  the  War- 
fields,  Deacon  John  Warfield,  finally  of  Mendon, 
Mass.,  was  three  times  married,  marrying  (first) 


Elizabeth  Sliepard,  who  died  jMay  24,  1669.  He 
married  (second)  a woman  whose  Christian  name 
was  Peregrina.  She  died  April  i,  1671,  and  he 
married  (third)  Hannah  Randall.  Two  children 
blessed  the  first  marriage,  namely ; John  E.  and 
Elizabeth ; and  the  following  named  were  born  to 
the  third  marriage:  Ithamar,  born  March  28,  1676; 
Ephraim,  Oct.  4,  1679;  Elihu,  born  April  27,  1682; 
Mary,  in  Mendon,  April  17,  1685 ; and  perhaps 
Samuel.  Deacon  John  Warfield  died  April  12, 
1692. 

(11)  Elihu  Warfield,  son  of  Deacon  John, 
lived  on  the  homestead  in  the  town  of  Mendon, 
Mass.,  and  through  him  came  the  Warfields  in  gen- 
eral of  the  town  of  Milton,  Mass.  His  first  wife  was 
named  Mary,  and  they  had  children  as  follows : 
Mary,  born  Nov.  7,  1715,  who  married  Jonathan 
Hayward;  and  Elizabeth,  born  April  27,  1717,  who 
died  Sept.  15,  1719.  By  his  second  wife  Sarah, 
there  were  likewise  two  children:  Elihu;  and  Job, 
born  July  7,  1724,  who  married,  on  June  12,  1751, 
Huldah  Thayer. 

(HI)  Elihu  Warfield  (2)  was  born  Oct.  24, 
1722,  and  was  first  married  May  24,  1744,  to  Ruth 
Green,  who  died  May  ii,  1763,  the  mother  of  the 
following  children : Hannah,  born  Feb.  17,  1745  ; 
Elihu,  July  i,  1747;  John,  Jan.  5,  1749;  Paul,  NMv. 
22,  1751;  Samuel,  Jan.  13,  1757  (who  married  on 
March  22,  1780,  Margaret  Gray)  ; and  Abijah, 
April  17,  1759  (who  married,  on  Dec.  ii,  1783, 
Lydia  Wheelock).  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  War- 
field  married,  May  30,  1764,  Mary  Ellis,  of  Med- 
way, and  their  issue  was:  Mary,  born  June  16, 
1765,  who  married,  Feb.  ii,  1790,  Jacob  Fiske 
Chesterfield;  David,  born  April  22,  1767,  who  died 
young;  Ruth,  born  March  17,  1770,  who  married, 
on  Jan.  13,  1791,  Jonathan  Highland,  of  Provi- 
dence; and  Esther,  born  June  26,  1772. 

(IV")  John  Warfield,  son  of  Elihu,  born  Jan. 
5,  T749,  became  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  was  greatly  respected  by  all. 
He  owned  a farm  there  on  Chestnut  Hill,  and  car- 
ried it  on  until  his  death,  March  31,  1823,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  was  buried  at 
Chestnut  Hill.  For  a long  period  he  was  a deacon 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a man  of  genuine  piety. 
On  April  3,  1777,  he  married  Deborah  Taft,  by 
whom  he  had  a daughter  and  a son : Lydia,  Mrs. 
George  Hill ; and  Thurber. 

(V)  Thurber  Warfield,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  that  part  of  Blackstone  which  afterward  became 
Mendon,  and  he  grew  up  there  on  his  father’s  farm. 
As  a young  man  he  started  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness and  for  several  years  conducted  a store  suc- 
cessfully on  Chestnut  Hill.  He  was  also  an  exten- 
sive land  owner  in  that  vicinity,  and  eventually  de- 
voted his  whole  time  to  farming  operations.  He 
was  a Whig  in  political  sentiment.  He  died  at  his 
home  June  2,  1873,  aged  ninety  years,  two  months 
and  eight  days,  and  was  buried  in  Chestnut  Hill 
cemetery.  He  married  Miss  Lydia  Tourtelotte, 
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who  was  born  in  Mendon,  in  October,  1793,  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  Tourtelotte.  She  died  March  4,  1877, 
aged  eighty-five  years,  six  months  and  nineteen 
days,  and  was  interred  beside  her  husband.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely : Mauris, 
who  died  in  Woonsocket ; Alanson,  who  died  in 
Alillville,  Mass.,  Nov.  28,  1834,  aged  twenty-three; 
Preston ; Abby  Ann ; Adelia  A.,  deceased  May  19, 
1843,  aged  twenty-five;  Caroline  M.,  who  died  Jan. 
28,  1838;  Harriet,  who  died  Feb.  16,  1840;  and 
Lawton,  who  died  young.  The  daughter,  Abby 
Ann,  the  only  survivor,  was  born  in  Mendon,  i\Iass., 
Oct.  3,  1814.  She  married  Estes  Burdon,  and  had 
one  son,  Oscar,  of  Chestnut  Hill.  Although  over 
ninety-three  years  old,  she  is  still  active  both  men- 
tally and  physically. 

(VI)  Preston  Warfield  was  born  in  Mendon, 
Xdv.  5,  1813.  His  youth  was  spent  on  the  home 
farm  and  he  went  from  there  to  work  in  a paper 
mill  in  New  York  State.  He  had  bought  land  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  and  later  went  there,  but  was  at- 
tacked by  iSlexicans  and  received  injuries  which 
caused  his  death  April  12,  1853,  when  he  was  in  the 
very  prime  of  life.  He  left  a wife,  Hannah  (Bur- 
don) Warfield,  and  a family.  Airs.  Warfield  was  a 
native  of  Mendon,  born  July  31,  1817,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Aaron  Burdon,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  and  she 
lived  until  Nov.  15,  1902.  Her  remains  are  in- 
terred in  the  Chestnut  Hill  cemetery.  A woman  of 
education  and  culture,  of  brilliant  mental  attain- 
ments, she  was  a teacher  before  her  marriage,  and 
resumed  the  work  when  left  a widow,  in  order  to 
bring  up  her  children  more  comfortably.  Her  ef- 
forts were  more  than  successful,  for  her  children 
became  honored  citizens  of  the  State  and  reflected 
credit  upon  the  training  given  by  their  mother,  who 
was  of  a beautiful  Christian  character.  She  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children:  Frances  Ellen,  born 
in  1837,  deceased  in  1840;  Sullivan  Alanson,  born 
in  1838,  deceased  in  1840;  George  Preston,  born  in 
1843,  who  died  in  infancy;  Fanny  E.,  Airs.  LeRoy 
L.  Chilson,  of  Woonsocket ; Aaron  B.,  born  in 
1844;  Theresa  Adaline,  born  in  1848,  who  died  in 
1849;  George  Preston,  horn  Oct.  3,  1849;  and 
Theresa  Adelia,  who  lives  with  her  brother, 
Aaron  B. 

(\TI)  A.\rox  B.  Warfield,  son  of  Preston 
and  Hannah,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1844,  in  Black- 
stone,  Alass.,  where  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the 
Walpole  (Alass.)  high  school,  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation. While  yet  in  his  teens  and  hardly  out  of 
school,  came  the  Civil  war,  and  in  its  early  stage 
he  became  a participant  in  it,  going  to  the  front 
with  his  company  and  regiment  in  the  summer  of 
1862. 

The  Seventh  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Volun- 
teers, in  which  Air.  Warfield  served,  was  recruited 
in  the  summer  of  1862,  and  left  Providence  for 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Sept.  10,  1862,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Zenas  R.  Bliss.  From  start  to  finish 
with  the  gallant  Seventh,  young ' Warfield  shared 


the  fortunes  of  war.  On  Aug.  5,  1862,  he  enlisted 
as  a corporal  in  Company  E,  from  the  town  of  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.,  later  becoming  a sergeant.  It  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Sergeant  Warfield  to  fall  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  wounded  at  the  fiercely  contested  and 
ever  memorable  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13, 
18O2.  And  scarcely  had  he  recovered  and  was 
again  in  the  ranks  when  he  was  the  second  time 
pierced  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  this  time  on  Alay 
25,  1864,  St  North  Anna  river.  He  was  finally 
discharged  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability,  by 
reason  of  wounds,  from  Lovell  General  Hospital, 
Portsmouth  Grove,  R.  I.,  June  3,  1865. 

Air.  Warfield  returned  to  his  home  after  the 
close  of  the  war  with  an  honorable  war  record, 
and  became  associated  in  the  cotton  yarn  business 
with  Air.  E.  Jencks,  at  South  Walpole,  Alass.,  in 
which  he  continued  for  two  years.  Previous  to  his 
enlistment  young  Warfield  had  for  a time  been  em- 
ployed as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  in  Woonsocket. 
To  this  town  he  returned  in  1868,  and  established 
himself  in  that  same  business,  associating  with  him 
in  it  Air.  Aloses  Aldrich.  In  1871  he  bought  his 
partner's  interest,  and  has  since  conducted  the  bus- 
iness alone,  and  in  it  and  in  his  other  business  con- 
nections has  prospered  greatly.  In  August,  1888, 
Air.  Warfield  first  occupied  his  present  business 
quarters,  which  are  next  door  to  his  former  location. 
Air.  Warfield  for  some  years  was  a director  of  the 
Bailey  Wringing  Alachine  Company,  until  it  was 
absorbed  by  the  American  Wringer  Company.  He 
is  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ale- 
chanics  Savings  and  First  National  Banks  at  Woon- 
socket. 

In  1865  Air.  Warfield  was  married  to  Adelaide, 
daughter  of  Nathan  Chilson,  of  Bellingham,  Alass., 
and  they  have  two  children : Florence  Gertrude, 
who  married  John  R.  Boyden,  of  Woonsocket;  and 
Edna  Louise,  at  home.  Air.  Warfield  is  a whole- 
souled  man,  popular  with  all  classes  and  with  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. His  home  life  is  a happy  one,  and  he  is  de- 
voted to  his  family.  He  is  a member  of  Smith 
Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Woonsocket. 

(VH)  George  P.  Warfield,  youngest  son  of 
Preston  and  Hannah  Warfield,  and  brother  of 
Aaron  B.,  was  born  Oct.  3,  1849,  city  of 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  After  his  school  days  were  over 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a carpenter,  at  Alillville, 
Alass.,  which  he  followed  as  an  occupation,  and  in 
the  middle  seventies  started  in  that  line  of  business 
on  his  own  account  in  the  city  of  Woonsocket, 
which  has  since  been  his  business  headquarters. 
He  carried  on  that  business  until  1883,  in  which 
year,  associated  with  the  late  Hon.  LeRoy  L.  Chil- 
son, of  Woonsocket,  he  purchased  what  was  known 
as  the  River  Street  Lumber  Yard  of  B.  Hawkins  & 
Co.  This  business  he  conducted  for  three  years, 
since  which  time  Air.  Warfield  has  been  engaged  in 
the  business  of  contracting  and  building.  He  is 
also  largely  interested  in  real  estate.  Like  his 
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brother,  ]\lr.  Warfield  has  through  his  energy,  in- 
dustry and  the  careful  management  of  his  business 
afi'airs,  met  with  that  success  his  efforts  have  de- 
served, and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  business 
men  of  his  community,  esteemed  and  respected. 

On  April  i,  1880,  Mr.  Warfield  was  married  to 
Georgianna,  daughter  of  George  B.  and  Mary 
Adams  (Rose)  Lapham,  of  Woonsocket,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Arad  and  Nancy  (Mowry)  Lapham. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  George 
Harold  and  Ruth  Helene.  The  family  reside  in  a 
handsome  residence  on  Carrington  avenue.  Both 
jMr.  Warfield  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Universalist  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 
He  is  a member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  28,  1.  O. 

O.  F.,  and  is  popular,  well-known  and  of  enviable 
reputation  , in  every  respect.  Mrs.  Georgianna 
(Lapham)  Warfield,  through  her  mother,  is  a di- 
rect descendant  of  Major  Ebenezer  Adams,  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Revolutionary  service,  who  was  with 
Col.  Barton  at  the  capture  of  the  English  general,- 
Prescott.  Mrs.  Warfield  is  a member  of  Woon- 
socket Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

BARTON.  Since  prior  to  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  the  name  introducing  this  article 
has  been  continuous  in  the  town  of  Warren,  where 
have  figured  or  whence  have  gone  into  other  lo- 
calities men  bearing  the  name  who  have  achieved 
success  in  the  business  world,  and  one  at  least  has 
written  his  name  high  on.  the  roll  of  fame. 

The  Warren  Bartons  came  from  the  old  Ports- 
mouth and  Warwdck  families,  some  of  w'hom  fig- 
ured prominently  in  the  State’s  Colonial  history, 
and  whose  progenitor — Rufus  Barton — came  to  this 
section  not  far  from  1640.  This  article  is  to  treat 
specially  of  some  of  the  Warren  Bartons,  descend- 
ants in  the  line  of  the  late  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Viall)  Barton,  among  whom  were  the  late  Capt. 
George  Barton,  long  one  of  the  substantial  men 
and  honored  citizens  of  his  native  town,  the  execu- 
tive head  of  two  of  its  financial  institutions ; and 
William  Turner  Barton  and  Nathan  B.  Barton, 
prominent  business  men  of  Providence,  the  former 
now  president  of  the  Warren  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. 

From  Rufus  Barton,  of  Portsmouth,  1640,  the 
paternal  lineage  of  the  descendants  of  the  late 
Samuel  Barton,  of  Warren,  follows : 

(I)  Rufus  Barton  fled  from  the  persecutions 
of  the  Dutch  in  New  York,  and  settled  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  about  1640.  His  wife  was  Mar- 
garet. Mr.  Barton  had  a grant  of  land  in  1641, 
was  in.  the  town  council  of  Warwdek  in  1647, 
was  also  town  magistrate  in  1647.  He  died  in 
1648.  His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried June  30,  1659,  Thomas  Greene,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  1. ; Phebe,  who  married  Richard  Godner ; 
and  Benjamin. 

(H)  Benjamin  Barton,  born  in  1645,  married 
June  18,  1672,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Samuel  (the 


emigrant  ancestor)  and  Elizabeth  Gorton,  and 
lived  in  Warwick,  R.  1.  He  was  assistant  in  1674- 
75-83-84-99-1700-01-02-03;  deputy  in  1679-81-85- 
90-96- 1 704-05-06-07-08- 1 3- 14- 1 5- 1 7 ; and  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  1703-04.  He 
died  in  1720  and  his  widow  in  1734.  Their  chil- 
dren were  : Rufus,  born  in  1673  ; Andrew  ; Mary, 
born  May  i,  1678;  Phebe;  and  Naomi. 

(HI)  Rufus  Barton,  born  in  1673,  married 
Jan.  4,  1705,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rowland  and 
Mary  (Allen)  Robinson,  and  was  a resident  of 
Warwick,  R.  I.  He  died  in  1763,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1760.  Their  children  were:  Ru- 
fus, Rowland,  Margaret,  Sarah  and  William.  ■ 

(HI)  Andrew  Barton  married  Rebecca  Low, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Rhodes)  Low,  and 
resided  in  Warwick.  Their  children  were : Benja- 
min, born  in  1703;  Samuel;  Andrew;  Rufus;  An- 
thony ; Phebe ; and  Susanna.  Of  these  children 
Benjamin  Barton  became  a resident  of  Warren,  R. 

1.  He  married  Lydia  Brown,  and  their  second 
son,  born  May  26,  1748,  in  Warren,  R.  L,  became 
the  distinguished  Colonel  Barton  -of  Revolution- 
ary fame,  and  general  of  the  Rhode  Island  Mi- 
litia. 

William  Barton,  a descendant  of  Rufus  or  An- 
drew Barton,  of  Warwick,  married  (first)  Jan. 
10,  1768,  Ruth,  born  May  27,  1746,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Jemima  Thomas.  She  died  Feb.  ii, 
1777,  and  he  married  (second)  April  25,  1779, 
Elizabeth  Miller.  Mr.  Barton  died  Aug.  15,  1809. 
His  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were : 
Amos  T.,  born  Oct.  5,  1768;  Lillis,  Sept.  17,  1770; 
Whlliam,  Aug.  20,  1772;  and  Patience,  Aug.  13, 
1774;  and  those  born  to  the  second  marriage  were: 
Mollie,  March  28,  1780;  Samuel,  June  26,  1782; 
Thomas,  Sept.  23,  1784;  Rebecca,  Nov.  ii,  1787; 
Alfred,  Dec.  12,  1790;  and  Betsey,  Jan.  31,  1793. 

Samuel  Barton,  son  of  William  (above),  born 
June  26,  1782,  married  (first)  ‘July  4,  1805,  Sally 
Viall,  daughter  of  Josiah  Viall,  and  (second)  Nov. 

2,  1834,  Mrs.  Hannah  (Viall)  Smith,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Viall,  of  Barrington,  R.  1.  His  children, 
all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : George,  born 
Feb.  4,  1807;  James  W.,  Oct.  27,  1808;  Charles, 
July  31,  1810;  Laura,  May  22,  1812;  Hannan, 
Aug.  20,  1814;  Elizabeth,  Feb.  17,  1817;  Sarah, 
Oct.  22,  1821;  Maria,  Aug.  21,  1823;  and  Henry, 
May  23,  1825. 

George  Barton,  son  of  Samuel  (above),  born 
Feb.  4,  1807,  in  Warren,  R.  L,  married  Aug.  14, 
1834,  Rebecca  M.,  daughter  of  William  and  Re- 
becca (Maxwell)  Phillips,  and  had  a daughter, 
Georgiana.  At  about  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr. 
Barton  began  a seafaring  life,  and  sailed  a number 
of  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Messrs.  Rhodes  of 
Providence,  and  subsequently  he- sailed  for  Suchet 
Mauran.  He  rapidly  acquired  such  knowledge  of 
his  duties,  in  which  he  was  prompt  an-d  faithful, 
as  led  to  his  promotion  to  the  command  of  a 
ship.  From  the  beginning  of  his  captaincy  to  the 
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end  of  his  long  maritime  service  he  was  highly  suc- 
cessful in  his  voyages  as  master.  Retiring  from 
the  sea  in  1853,  Captain  Barton  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  at  the  foot  of  Miller  street,  in  the 
town  of  Warren.  His  stand  on  the  wharf  adjoined 
that  of  the  late  Capt.  John  Throoupe  Child. 

Captain  Barton  was  a man  of  good  judgment 
and  business  ability,  and  held  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  men,  and  was  frequently  honored  by 
them  in  being  selected  for  public  trusts.  He  served 
a number  of  years  as  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, and  also  as  one  of  the  board  of  tax  assessors. 

He  was  an  influential  member  of  both  boards. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  overseer  of  the 
poor.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  settle 
estates,  serving  as  administrator  and  guardian,  and 
invariably  discharging  his  trusts  with  eminent 
fidelity  and  ability.  In  1855  Captain  Barton  was 
elected  a director  of  the  Hope  Bank,  at  W'arren. 
He  was  a member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings  on  its  organ- 
ization, in  1856,  and  was  also  a member  of  its  in- 
vestment committee,  a position  he  retained  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  1870  he  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  and  retained  this  position  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  influence  in  shaping 
the  policy  of  the  institution,  in  careful  investment 
of  the  deposits  and  economical  management  of  ex- 
penditures, was  more  dominant  than  that  of  any 
other  man  connected  with  the  bank,  and  the  sound 
condition  of  the  concern  (1904),  with  its  more  than 
a million  dollars  of  deposits,  is  a monument  to  his 
financial  skill  and  integrity.  In  1881  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Hope  National  Bank,  succeeding 
the  late  George  T.  Gardner. 

Captain  Barton  possessed  a fund  of  rich  humor 
and  his  was  eminently  a social  nature.  He  was 
modest  and  unassuming,  and  from  his  bearing  or 
demeanor  none  woud  suspect  the  responsible  nature 
of  his  positions.  His  sympathies  were  warm  and 
active,  frequently  manifesting  themselves  in  unos- 
tentatious charity.  His  life  work  of  honest  en- 
deavor and  active  usefulness  is  crowned  with  the 
commendation  of  all  his  fellow  citizens.  He  died 
Aug.  15,  1888;  Mrs.  Barton  died  in  1874. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Warren  Institution  for  Savings,  held  Aug.  20, 
1888,  the  following  is  one  of  the  several  resolutions 
passed  relating  to  the  life  and  death  of  Capt. 
George  Barton,  late  president  of  that  institution : 

“Resolved : That  in  the  death  of  our  late  presi- 
dent, the  board  is  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  an  esteemed  friend  and  associate ; an  upright 
and  energetic  officer  who  has  been  actively  con- 
nected with  this  institution  from  the  date  of  its 
organization,  and  who  has  discharged  his  duties 
with  singular  zeal  and  fidelity,  a wise  counsellor, 
who  has  always  proved  faithful  to  all  trusts  re- 
posed in  him.” 

y Capt.  Alfred  Barton,  son  of  William,  born 
80 
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Dec.  12,  1790,  married  Oct.  12,  1820,  IMargaret 
Clay  Turner,  born  April  20,  1800,  daughter  of 
William  and  Abiah,  and  to  the  marriage  came  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Alfred,  born  July  12,  1821;  Wil- 
liam Turner,  Dec.  24,  1823;  Robert,  April  4,  1827; 
Thomas  Hale,  Jan.  14,  1830. 

Alfred  Barton,  son  of  Alfred,  born  July  12, 
1821,  married  April  20,  1846,  Ann  Elizabeth 

Bowen,  born  July  20,  1827,  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Ann  (Dorrance)  Bowen.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Frank  Dorrance,  born  Oct. 
9,  1848;  Nathan  Bowen,  Aug.  8,  1853;  George 
Alfred,  May  26,  1855  (died  Nov.  14,  1884)  ; Wil- 
liam Tulley,  May  19,  1859  (died  Oct.  16,  1893)  ; 
Henry  Walter,  July  6,  1863  (died  Dec.  26,  1890)  ; 
Annie  Louise,  Feb.  18,  1865  (died  March  6,  1869)  ; 
Alfred,  June  13,  1868.  Mr.  Barton  married  for 
his  second  wife  Annie  Kate  Adams,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  S.  Adams,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  No 
children  were  born  of  this  union.  He  died  March 
17,  1899. 

Alfred  Barton  lived  in  Warren  until  1876,  when 
he  moved  to  Providence.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
dry-goods  business  until  1857,  and  when  he  came 
to  Providence  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  brother 
Robert,  who  was  then  in  the  jewelry  manutactur- 
ing  business,  and  is  now  engaged  in  it,  being 
(1904)  one  of  the  oldest  manufacturers  of  jewelry 
in  Providence.  Mr.  Alfred  Barton  continued  with 
his  brother  until  1890,  when  he  retired.  He  was 
not  a public  man,  but  was  rather  retiring  and 
home-loving  in  his  nature.  He  was  a most  en- 
thusiastic Mason,  was  secretary  of  Washing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  3,  of  Warren,  for  many  years, 
and  very  constant  in  his  attendance  after  coming 
to  Providence.  He  was  the  oldest  man  upon  whom 
the  commandery  degree  had  been  conferred  by 
St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar, 
up  to  that  time.  For  many  years  he  was  active 
in  the  Baptist  Church  of  Warren,  and  after  coming 
to  Providence  he  united  (first)  with  the  Stewart 
Street  Baptist  Church,  and  afterward  with  the 
Central  Baptist  Church.  He  left  an  untarnished 
reputation  and  many  friends  mourned  his  death. 

Nathan  Bowen  Barton,  son  of  Alfred,  was 
educated  in  the  high  school  of  Warren.  Leaving 
home  he  came  to  Providence  in  June,  1869,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Belcher  Brothers,  dealers  in 
hardware  and  jewelers’  supplies,  as  salesman.  He 
remained  with  them  for  ten  years,  and  in  1879 
associated  with  himself  Mr.  E.  C.  Ostby,  in  the 
manufacture  of  gold  rings,  the  firm  being  Ostby 
& Barton.  The  partnership  continued  until  1893, 
when  the  firm  was  incorporated  as  the  Ostby  & 
Barton  Company.  Mr.  Barton  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  company  and  has  so  continued  ever 
since.  The  business  has  practically  continued  as 
a gold  ring  house  and  has  grown  constantly,  be- 
coming the  largest  house  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 
The  business  was  started  in  a very  small  way,  - 
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on  what  was  then  Potter  street  (now  Garnet), 
and  grew  so  rapidly  that  they  were  obliged  to  move, 
then  locating  in  a building  just  completed  by  John 
Austin,  at  No.  8o  Clifford  street.  Taking  at  first 
the  upper  floor,  they  soon  took  in  the  next  floor 
below.  Then  as  the  business  increased  they  took 
in  the  two  additional  floors,  making  four  floors — 
all  they  could  secure  in  that  building.  They  were 
soon  crowded  out  of  that  building  and  in  1898 
purchased  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Richmond 
and  Clifford  streets.  In  five  years  these  quarters 
were  also  outgrown,  and  in  1904  they  had  more 
than  doubled  their  capacity ; a new  addition  was  • 
built  to  meet  this  demand  in  1903.  They  have  in 
their  buildings  accommodations  for  one  thousand 
hands,  and  the  firm  now  employs  about  750  hands. 
The  secret  of  their  business  success  is  liberality 
to  customers,  the  firm  having  among  their  best 
and  largest  customers  patrons  who  bought  from 
them  in  1879.  Mr.  Barton  is  a director  of  the 
High  Street  Rank,  and  of  the  Manufacturers’ 
Trust  Company  of  Providence;  was  vice-president 
of  the  Jewelry  Manufacturers’  Board  of  Trade; 
and  a member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
providence  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  but  he  has  taken  no  active  part 
in  his  party’s  work.  He  has  been  an  active  Mason 
and  is  past  master  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. ; member  of  Providence  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  i ; St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i, 
K.  T. ; the  Rhode  Island  Consistory  of  Scottish 
Rite  iMasons ; and  of  Palestine  Temple,  Ancient 
Accepted  Order,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

i\Ir.  Barton  is  to-day  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  representative  men  in  the  industrial  field  of 
Providence.  Descended  from  long  lines  of  hardy 
yeoman  ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal sides,  who  transmitted  to  him  in  full  quali- 
ties of  industry  and  honesty,  Mr.  Barton  presents 
to  the  youth  of  to-day  an  excellent  example  of 
what  a boy  with  energy  and  high  purpose  can  ac- 
complish. In  his  private  life ; in  his  business  and 
social  relations,  and  in  his  civil  duties,  he  typifies 
the  best  element  of  American  citizenship. 

Mr.  Barton  married  Lillian  Fisher,  daughter 
of  William  L.  and  Mary  T.  Fisher,  of  Providence, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Annie  Florence,  born 
Nov.  19,  1875.  Socially  Mr.  Barton  belongs  to 
the  Providence  Central  Club,  Providence  Art  Club, 
Wannamoisett  Golf  Club,  Rhode  Island  Automo- 
bile Club,  and  Rumford  Polo  Club.  / 

Bowen.  The  Bowen  family,  maternal  ances- 
tors of  Nathan  Bowen  Barton,  has  been  settled 
in  New  England  for  over  two  hundred  and  sixty 
vears,  and  for  the  better  part  of  two  centuries 
some  branches  of  it  have  had  a home  in  Rhode 
Island. 

(I)  Richard  Bowen  was  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
in  1643,  ^ large  land  owner  there,  his 

property  extending  along  the  river,  under  the 
bridge  called  Bowen’s  bridge  now,  the  fresh  water 


tributary  of  the  Barrington  river,  south  from  See- 
konk.  Mr.  Bowen  was  a town  officer  June  4, 
1645.  De  was  admitted  a freeman  June  5,  1651. 
On  March  4,  1646,  he  married  Esther  Sutton, 
His  burial  took  place  Feb.  4,  1675.  His  will,  pro- 
bated June  4,  1675,  bequeathed  his  estate  to  his 
wife  Elizabeth  and  to  children:  Thomas,  Obadiah, 
Richard,  William,  Alice  Wheaton,  Sarah  Fuller 
and  Ruth  Leverich. 

(H)  Obadiah  Bowen,  son  of  Richard,  married 
and  became  the  father  of  the  following  family : 
Obadiah  (2),  born  Sept.  18,  1651;  Mary,  born 
Jan.  18,  1652;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  6,  1654;  Samuel, 
born  July  16,  1659;  Joseph,  born  June  26,  1662; 
Thomas,  born  Aug.  3,  1664;  Hannah,  born  May 
3,  1665;  Lydia,  born  April  23,  1666;  Mercy,  born 
March  18,  1672,  and  Isaac,  born  Sept.  30,  1674. 
Obadiah  Bowen,  father  of  these  children,  died  in 
the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age. 

(HI)  Obadiah  Bowen  (2)  married  Abigail 
Bullock,  and  their  children  were : James,  Heze- 
kiah,  Daniel,  Peleg,  Aaron,  Nathan,  Abigail,  Mary, 
Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 

(IV)  Aaron  Bowen,  son  of  Obadiah  (2), 
was  married  Dec.  12,  1717,  to  Experience  Whita- 
ker, born  May  16,  1697,  who  died  Dec.  6,  1781. 
About  1740  they  removed  to  Coventry,  R.  L,  and 
the  house  which  they  there  erected  has  the  date 
1740  on  the  chimney  and  is  owned  and  occupied 
by  Amos  Bowen  (son  of  Samuel,  son  of  Isaac). 
Their  children  were : Elizabeth,  born  March  20, 
1719,  married  Capt.  Thomas  Eddy,  and  died 
March  20,  1791 ; Philip,  born  May  25,  1721,  died 
Dec.  3,  1740;  Aseph,  born  June  23,  1723,  died  at 
sea;  Hulclah,  born  April  27,  1725,  married  April 
29,  1750,  Caleb  Vaughn,  of  Coventry,  R.  L,  and 
died  Feb.  2,  1803;  Ichabod,  born  Aug.  21,  1727, 
married  Sept.  22,  1757,  Mary  Bucklin,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Bucklin,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1816;  Aaron, 
born  Sept.  2,  1730,  married  May  13,  1762,  Elna- 
than  Gorton,  daughter  of  Samuel  Gorton,  of  War- 
wick, and  died  Oct.  7,  1816;  Israel,  born  Friday, 
Aug.  17,  1733,  married  April  5,  1761,  Sarah  Gor- 
ton, daughter  of  Samuel  (Jr.)  and  Mary,  and 
died  April  26,  1819;  Prudence,  born  "May  15,  1736, 
married  in  1762  Joseph  Mathewson,  and  died  Feb. 
27,  1828;  Experience,  born  April  2,  1739,  married 
Sept.  9,  1764,  Timothy  Nichols. 

(V)  Israel  Bowen,  son  of  Aaron  and  Experi- 
ence (Whitaker)  Bowen,  born  Aug.  17,  1733,  mar- 
ried April  5,  1761,  Sarah  Gorton,  and  died  April 
26,  1819.  Children:  Amy,  born  Feb.  16,  1762; 
Elizabeth,  born  March  i,  1764,  who  died  Feb.  i, 
1782;  Roby,  born  Nov.  29,  1766,  who  died  Sept. 
20,  1861 ; John,  born  June  3,  1769,  who  died  Feb. 
24,  1837;  Nathan,  born  July  2,  1771,  who  died 
Jan.  31,  1855. 

(VI)  Nathan  Bowen,  son  of  Israel  and  Sarah 
(Gorton)  Bowen,  born  July  2,  1771,  married  (first) 
June  10,  1798,  Betsey  Gardner,  of  Warwick,  who 
died  Feh.  26,  1817.  He  married  (second)  May 
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14,  1818,  Ann  Dorrance.  The  children  by  the  first 
marriage  were:  William  Gorton,  born  May  14, 
1799;  Sarah  Ann,  born  Oct.  5,  1801 ; Polly  Clarke, 
born  Sept.  20,  1803  . (died  Aug.  23,  1805);  Israel 
Gardner,  born  Feb.  19,  1805;  Polly  Clarke,  born 
Aug.  22,  1806;  Tully  Dorrance,  born  Jan.  29, 
1808;  Edwin  Emery,  born  Alay  2,  1809;  iMercy 
Rice,  born  April  14,  1813;  and  Roby  Hill.  By 
the  second  marriage  there  were  children : Samuel 
Dorrance,  born  April  12,  1819;  Nathan,  born  Sept. 
5,  1820,  who  died  Aug.  31,  1845;  and  Ann  Eliza- 
beth, born  July  20,  1827,  who  married  Alfred  Bar- 
ton. 

Gorton.  (I)  Samuel  Gorton  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  Samuel  Gorton,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1630,  married  Susanna  Bur- 
ton. 

(III)  Samuel  Gorton,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Susanna  (Burton)  Gorton,  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Jan.  21,  1730-31,  Alary  Rice. 

(IV)  Sarah  Gorton,  daughter  of  Samuel  (Jr.) 
and  Alary  (Rice)  Gorton,  born  Sept.  10,  1739, 
married  April  5,  1761^  Israel  Bowen. 

EDWARD  SISSON.  Among  the  industrious 
agriculturists  of  his  community  none  held  a higher 
place  in  the  general  esteem  than  did  the  late  Edward 
Sisson,  who  during  his  lifetime  was  one  of  Ports- 
mouth's substantial  farmers,  and  a man  whose  life 
afiforded  a splendid  example  of  upright  manhood 
and  good  citizenship.  He  was  a descendant  of 
one  of  New  England’s  early  settled  families. 

John  Sisson  (3),  grandfather  of  Edward,  mar- 
ried, July  8,  1756,  Ruth,  daughter  of  John  Fish. 
According  to  the  Portsmouth  town  record,  children 
were  born  to  this  couple  as  follows : Mary,  Jan. 
23,  1757;  Preserved,  Feb.  6,  1759;  Allen,  Nov.  3, 
1761 ; John,  Oct.  25,  1763 ; Alatthew,  Oct.  17,  1765  ; 
George,  June  10,  1768,  Ann,  Oct.  23,  1770;  Mat- 
thew (2),  Sept.  23,  1773;  Pardon,  Sept.  23,  1775; 
and  Lavis,  Alay  10,  1779. 

Pardon  Sisson  married,  Nov.  26,  1797,  Alary 
(or  Polly)  Slocum,  born  in  Portsmouth,  Feb.  20, 
1778,  daughter  of  John  and  Phoebe  (Durfee)  Slo- 
cum. Her  parents  had  moved  from  Aliddletown 
to  Newport  about  1750,  and  later  to  Portsmouth. 
Pardon  and  Alary  Sisson  made  their  home  after 
marriage  in  their  native  town,  and  both  died  devout 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Both  lived  to 
a ripe  old  age  and  retained  till  within  a few  days  of 
death  their  physical  and  mental  vigor  to  a great  de- 
gree. She  died  July  7,  1864,  and  her  husband,  Nov. 
28,  1866.  Alary  (Slocum)  Sisson  was  descended 
from  Anthony  Slocum,  whose  son  Giles  is  of  record 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in  1648,  and  her  line  of  de- 
scent is  through  this  Giles,  Peleg,  Joseph,  John  and 
John  (2). 

Pardon  and  Alary  Sisson  were  the  parents  of  a 
large  family:  (i)  Anne,  born  Feb.  5,  1799,  married 
Abraham  C.  Coggeshall.  (2)  Alatthew,  born  Dec. 
20,  1800,  chose  for  his  wife  Sarah  Atwood.  (3) 
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Phoebe,  born  Dec.  15,  1802,  died  unmarried  Aug. 
30,  1878.  (4)  John,  born  Nov.  18,  1805,  n^arried 

Phoebe  Sherman,  of  Portsmouth.  (5)  Gelia,  born 
Sept.  9,  1807,  died  Feb.  9,  1852,  unmarried.  (6) 
Alartha  G.,  born  July  7,  1809,  became  the  wife  of 
William  Carr.  (7)  Edward  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  ^ (8)  Oliver,  born  July  4,  1813,  married  Al- 
meda  branklin.  (9)  Holder,  born  Nov.  4,  1815, 
lived  only  one  month.  (10)  Alexander,  born  Nov. 
14,  1816,  married  (first)  Abigail  Atwood  and  (sec- 
ond) Abby  Brown,  (ii)  Pardon,  twin  brother  of 
Alexander,  died  in  1844,  a bachelor.  (12)  William 
B.,  born  Aug.  18,  1819,  married  Charlotte  Slocum. 
(13)  Benjamin  Franklin,  born  Alay  6,  1823,  died 
three  years  later. 

Edward  Sisson,  seventh  child  and  third  son  of 
Pardon  and  Alary  Sisson,  was  born  June  25,  1811, 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  there  passed  all  the  years 
of  his  earthly  sojourn.  He  early  chose  farming  as 
his  life  work  and  continued  actively  engaged  in  that 
occupation  till  his  death,  which  occurred  June  24, 
1892,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-one  years.  Both  a 
good  worker  and  a good  manager,  his  labors  met 
with  an  ample  reward  and  at  his  death  he  left  a 
good  estate.  About  1852  he  purchased  a farm  of 
120  acres  on  “Gypson  Lane,”  and  there  made  his 
permanent  home.  His  estimable  widow  still  resides 
on  this  homestead,  and  its  former  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation has  been  carefully  maintained  since  Air. 
Sisson’s  demise. 

While  Air.  Sisson  always  gave  his  personal  at- 
tention to  the  conduct  of  his  farm,  he  also  found 
time  for  considerable  public  service,  and  was  keenly 
attentive  to  every  matter  affecting  the  welfare  of 
his  native  towui.  Originally  a W’hig  in  his  political 
fealty,  after  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  became  for  the  rest  of  his  life  a loyal  adherent  of 
its  principles.  Several  positions  of  both  honor  and 
responsibility  were  tendered  Air.  Sisson  and  fie  Vas 
a member  of  the  town  council  for  several  years  and 
of  the  school  committee,  while  for  some  time  he 
served  as  commissioner  of  the  town  asylum. 

In  1834  occurred  the  marriage  of  Edward  Sis- 
son and  his  chosen  bride,  Aliss  Alary  Gardner  Sted- 
man,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Alay) 
Stedman,  of  Newport.  Their  union  proved  to  be 
an  unusually  happy  one,  and  was  blessed  with  five 
children:  (i)  William  AL,  born  July  24,  1835,  ^ 
farmer  in  Portsmouth,  married  Lovicia  Northrop 
and  has  had  six  children.  (2)  Sarah  E.,  born  in 
1837,  married  the  late  Alartin  E.  Burtless,  by  whom 
she  had  one  son.  She  now  lives  in  Seneca  Falls, 
N.  Y.  (3)  Edward  P.,  born  Alay  14,  1844,  is  also 
a Portsmouth  agriculturist.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Abby  Fisher,  of  Providence.  (4)  George  E.,  born 
June  14,  1849,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Portsmouth. 
He  married  Aliss  Laura  Sweet,  of  that  town,  and 
has  two  daughters.  (5)  Elbert  A.,  born  July  28, 
1853,  is  carrying  on  the  home  farm.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Emma  Peckham,  he  married  Alar}'  (Elliott)  Sisson, 
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widow  of  James  jM.  Sission.  By  his  first  marriage 
he  was  the  father  of  two  daughters. 

Both  Edward  Sisson  and  his  wife  were  persons 
of  deep  religious  feeling  and  their  faith  made  itself 
apparent  in  their  daily  lives.  ^Members  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  they  were  most  regular 
attendants,  nothing  but  ill  health  preventing  them 
from  taking  the  long  drive  every  Sunday,  no  matter 
what  the  weather.  Their  admirable  characters  made 
them  loved  and  respected  by  all,  and  Mrs.  Sisson 
had  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  all  when  her  husband 
was  taken  from  her. 

BUGBEE  (Providence  family).  Through 
much  of  the  century  but  recently  closed  there  have 
resided  in  eastern  Connecticut,  and  in  and  about 
Providence,  R.  L,  several  generations  of  the  anci- 
ent families  of  the  old  town  of  Woodstock,  Conn. 
— the  Bugbee  family,  a family  in  itself  among  the 
first  in  position  and  infiuence  in  the  old  constitution 
State,  and  as  well  long  so  in  the  near-by  State  of 
Rhode  Island ; and  one  which,  through  its  alliances 
with  many  of  the  first  families  in  point  of  time,  po- 
sition and  wealth,  but  emphasizes  its  claim  as  one 
of  the  first  families  of  the  Commonwealths  named. 
The  names  of  Dorrance,  Holmes,  Harris,  Olney, 
Arnold,  Griswold,  Carpenter  and  others  with 
whom  is  linked  the  name  of  Bugbee,  and  the  latter 
name  itself,  will  long  live  and  brighten  the  pages 
of  New  England  annals.  In  one  of  the  settlements 
of  eastern  Connecticut,  a section  in  which  figured 
long  and  prominently  the  late  Edwin  H.  Bugbee, 
who,  too,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  section, 
stands  a beautiful  library  building,  his  gift,  known 
as  the  Bugbee  Memorial ; while  here,  in  Rhode 
Island,  at  Providence,  for  long  years  have  figured 
two  of  the  nephews  of  Edwin  H.,  in  the  persons 
of  the  late  James  Henry  Bugbee,  latterly  of  the 
firm  of  Bugbee  & Brownell,  wholesale  grocers  and 
dealers  in  spices,  and  the  late  John  Edwin  Bugbee, 
of  the  firm  of  Bugbee  & Thompson,  stationers  and 
blank  book  manufacturers,  both  of  whom  were  sub- 
stantial men  and  useful  citizens  of  the  city.  And 
here  in  Providence  now  resides  their  sister,  iMiss 
Elizabeth  Dorrance  Bugbee. 

Beginning  with  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Bug- 
bee family  in  this  country,  and  arranged  chrono- 
logically, there  follows  the  family  history  and 
genealogy  of  the  branch  alluded  to. 

(I)  Edward  Bugby  (as  the  name  was  then 
spelled)  came  to  Boston  in  1634.  Richard  Bugby, 
a brother  of  Edward,  came  with  Winthrop  and 
was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  New  Eng- 
land. Edward  Bugby,  born  in  1594,  came  from 
Stratford-le-Bow,  on  the  river  Lee,  near  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Thames,  now  a part  of  the  city  of 
London.  Pie  brought  with  him  his  wife,  Rebecca, 
and  his  daughter,  Sarah,  sailing  from  Ipswich  on 
the  ship  “Francis,”  and  on  his  arrival  in  Massa- 
chusetts made  his  home  in  Roxbury,  where  he  died 
Jan.  26,  1669,  most  of  the  family  fortune  descend- 


ing to  his  son  Edward,  who  remained  in  that 
place. 

(H)  Joseph  and  John  Bugbee,  sons  of  Ed- 
ward the  emigrant  ancestor,  were  born  in  Rox- 
bury, Mass.,  and  they  were  among  the  fifty  pro- 
prietors of  what  is  now  Woodstock,  Windham 
county.  Conn.,  which  was  settled  by  people  from 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  the  new  settlement  then  being 
called  New  Roxbury.  The  descendants  of  Joseph 
and  John  Bugbee  are  numerous  in  that  section  of 
New  England. 

The  lineage  of  the  Rhode  Island  branch  of  the 
family  from  Edward  Bugbee  is  traced  through  Jo- 
seph of  Roxbury  and  Woodstock,  who  married 
Experience,  daughter  of  Andrew  Pitcher,  of  Dor- 
chester, Massachusetts. 

(HI)  Samuel  Bugbee,  born  in  Roxbury,  1673, 
married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Carpenter,  of 
Rehoboth,  Massachusetts. 

(IV)  James  Bugbee,  born  in  Woodstock 
July  II,  1715,  married  March  16,  1745,  for  his 
second  wife,  Mary  May,  who  was  a descendant  of 
Samuel  Alay,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wood- 
stock. 

(V)  Hezekiah  Bugbee,  born  Feb.  19,  1746, 
resided  at  Woodstock,  where  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried Jan.  21,  1773,  Bathshua  Holmes,  born  May 
6,  1753.  daughter  of  Dr.  David  Holmes,  and  aunt 
of  the  late  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes.  She  died  in 
1833.  Dr.  David  Holmes  was  a descendant  of 
John  Holmes,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Wood- 
stock.  Dr.  Holmes  was  a captain  in  the  Colonial 
wars  and  later  was  a surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

(VI)  James  Bugbee,  born  April  ii,  1788,  in 
Woodstock,  Conn.,  came  to  Warren,  R.  L,  when 
a young  man,  and  was  engaged  as  an  accountant. 
Later  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Woodstock  and  Thompson,  Conn.,  but  had  been 
retired  from  business  a number  of  years,  and  was 
residing  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  when  his  death  oc- 
curred, July  17,  18^.  He  was  married  Dec.  26, 
1811,  in  Warren,  R.  L,  to  Elizabeth  Dorrance, 
a native  of  Scituate,  daughter  of  Samuel  Dorrance, 
and  a descendant  of  George  Dorrance,  who  came 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  with  that  large  Scotch 
emigration  about  the  year  1715.  Samuel  Dorrance 
was  a member  of  Gen.  Putnam’s  party  that  went 
to  make  the  settlement  of  Ohio  at  Marietta.  He 
took  land  there,  and  returned  to  Rhode  Island  for 
his  family,  when  he  died.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bugbee 
survived  her  husband  several  years,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Harris, 
at  Warren,  R.  I.  Her  death  occurred  on  her 
eighty-ninth  birthday.  Their  children  were : 
James  Henry ; Mary  A.,  who  married  Charles  J. 
Harris  (a  cotton  manufacturer,  and  an  expert  in 
mill  machinery)  and  resided  at  Warren,  where  she 
died ; Edwin  H. ; Sarah  Tully,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  Torrey  Harris,  LL.  D.  (the  well  known 
educator  and  author,  and  for  years  United  States 
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Commissioner  of  Education),  and  resides  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

(VII)  Edwin  H.  Bngbee,  born  April  26, 
1820,  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  in  1839  became  clerk 
and  bookkeeper  in  a factory  at  Lymansville,  R.  I., 
and  later  became  associated  with  Henry  Weaver. 
They  conducted  the  same  mill  for  several  years. 
In  1849  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Williams- 
ville  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Killingly,  Conn. 
— S.  & W.  Foster  being  the  Providence  agents — 
with  whom  he  remained  thirty  years,  retiring  in 
1879.  Mr.  Bugbee  was  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  eastern  Connecticut,  being  called  upon  to 
serve  the  people  in  many  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  He  was  more  than  once  urged  upon  to  be 
a candidate  for  Governor  of  his  State  and  Con- 
gressman from  his  district,  but  he  declined.  He 
was  a member  of  the  New  England  Historic- 
Genealogical  Society,  and  its  vice-president  for 
Connecticut,  and  was  much  interested  in  genea- 
logical research. 

Mr.  Bugbee  married  in  1865  Selenda  Howard 
Griswold,  who  died  a few  months  after  their  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Bugbee  died  in  1900,  and  he  left  the 
sum  of  $15,000  to  erect  the  Bugbee  ^Memorial  Li- 
brary at  Danielson,  Conn.,  and  also  gave  his  large 
private  library  to  the  same  association. 

(VII)  James  Henry  Bugbee,  of  the  above 
family,  was  born  Dec.  5,  1812,  in  Warren,  R.  I., 
and  became  a clerk  in  the  office  of  James  Rhodes 
& Son,  manufacturers,  at  Pawtuxet.  Subsequently 
he  went  on  the  water  and  became  master  of  a 
vessel  plying  between  Providence  and  European 
ports.  He  was  lost  at  sea  from  his  vessel  March 
4,  1846.  He  had. married  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  June  18, 
1834,  Maria  Smith  Potter,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sally  (Smith)  Potter,  and  a descendant  of  many 
of  the  oldest  families  of  Rhode  Island,  including 
the  Smiths,  Potters,  Williamses,  Harrises,  Olneys, 
Arnolds  and  Carpenters.  Mrs.  Bugbee  survived  her 
husband  until  Aug.  27,  1874,  dying  in  Providence 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H. 
Bugbee,  their  births  occurring  at  Pawtuxet,  in 
the  town  of  Warwick:  (i)  Miss  Elizabeth  Dor- 
rance  resides  in  Providence.  (2)  James  Henry 
was  born  Feb.  14,  1837.  (3)  John  Edwin  was 

born  Nov.  14,  1843. 

(VIII)  James  Henry  Bugbee,  eldest  son  of 
his  parents,  was  born  Feb.  14,  1837,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  He  came  to  Provi- 
dence in  1854,  and  became  a clerk  for  Fosters 
& Fisher,  and  a few  years  later  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  which  became  Fosters.  Fisher  & 
Co.,  who  were  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
business.  Later  Messrs.  Fosters  & Fisher  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
turing business  at  Williamsville,  Conn.  Subse- 
quently James  H.  Bugbee  formed  a partnership 
with  Henry  Parsons  under  the  firm  name  of  Par- 
sons, Bugbee  & Co.  Still  later  he  formed  a co- 


partnership with  Seth  H.  Brownell,  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  and  spice  business,  the  firm  being 
Bugbee  & Brownell,  and  continued  until  1888, 
when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Bugbee  re- 
tired from  active  business. 

Mr.  Bugbee  was  married  June  17,  1868,  to 
Emma  Tingley,  who  was  born  in  1848,  and  died 
April  16,  1873.  They  had  one  daughter,  Alice 
Stewart,  born  June  8,  1870,  who  died  Feb.  26, 
1881. 

i\Ir.  Bugbee  was  a well-known  man  in  social 
and  club  circles,  being  an  active  member  of  the 
Squantum  Association,  and  was  president  of  same 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the 
old  Union  Club  when  it  was  in  existence,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  at  one  time 
serving  on  the  executive  council.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  and 
was  eligible  to  membership  in  the  various  patriotic 
societies.  Air.  Bugbee  died  Alarch  5,  1900,  after 
a very  short  illness,  and  was  buried  in  the  family 
plot  at  Swan  Point.  He  was  a highly  respected 
citizen,  possessing  a genial  temperament,  very 
friendly,  cordial  and  kind,  and  had  a wide  circle  of 
friends. 

(VIII)  John  Edwin  Bugbee,  youngest  son  of 
his  parents,  was  born  Nov.  14,  1843.  He  received 
a sound  common  school  education  at  Pawtuxet, 
and  when  a boy  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
George  Whitney,  who  had  a bookstore  in  Provi- 
dence. Later  John  E.  Bugbee  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Bugbee  & Thompson,  manufacturers 
of  stationery,  blank  books,  fancy  goods,  etc.,  and 
so  continued  until  his  death,  Dec.  20,  1890.  He 
never  married.  He  was  a man  of  decidedly  quiet 
tastes,  very  domestic  in  his  habits,  and  of  a retiring 
disposition. 

HARRY  WALDO  KIAIBALL,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  best  known  of  the  younger  physicians  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  Jan. 
17,  1868,  son  of  James  Frederick  and  Ada  Frances 
(Wales)  Kimball,  grandson  of  Stephen  Kimball, 
and  great-grandson  of  Daniel  Kimball. 

James  Frederick  Kimball  was  born  at  Manville, 
R.  I.  A machinist  by  trade,  for  many  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  mills  at  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  and 
Hopedale  and  Milford,  Mass.  He  married  Ada 
Frances  Wales,  daughter  of  Jonathan,  who  was 
superintendent  of  construction  for  the  Harrises.  To 
this  union  there  were  born:  Harry  Waldo;  Jennie, 
who  married  George  Roberts,  manager  of  the  Ham- 
mond Beef  Company,  in  New  York  City;  Charles 
H. ; Frank  L. ; Daisy,  who  married  Clifton  Mon- 
tague ; Horace ; Mary ; and  Clifton,  the  last  six  chil- 
dren being  residents  of  Milford,  Alassachusetts. 

Harry  Waldo  Kimball  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  at  Cole’s  English  and  Classical 
school  in  Pawtucket,  R.  1.  In  1888  he  entered  the 
Portland,  Maine,  School  for  Aledical  Instruction, 
and  later  attended  the  Aledical  Department  of  Bow- 
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doin  College,  from  which  latter  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1891.  In  1890  he  was  assistant  in  the 
l^ortland  Dispensary;  in  1891  was  clinical  clerk  of 
the  i\laine  General  Hospital;  in  1891-92  was  interne 
at  the  Rhode  Island  State  Institution  and  Insane 
Hospital;  on  Jan.  i,  1893,  became  assistant  surgeon 
of  the  Uennatological  Department  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Hospital.  He  has  served  as  assistant  sur- 
geon, with  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  of  the  First 
Regiment,  Infantry  Brigade,  Rhode  Island  Militia, 
and  first  assistant  surgeon  of  the  First  Light  In- 
fantry Regiment,  1892-1894.  He  is  medical  ex- 
aminer for  the  LMion  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of 
Portland,  Maine ; the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  is  visiting  physician  of  the  Sophia  Little 
Home.  Dr.  Kimball  is  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  iMedical  Society,  the  Providence  Medical 
Association,  the  University  Club,  the  Medical  Im- 
provement Club,  the  Rhode  Island  Medico-Legal 
Society,  and  the  Providence  Clinical  Club.  His 
fraternal  connections  are  with  Harmony  Lodge  of 
Masons;  Washington  Park  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows; 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  (of  which  he  was 
master)  ; and  Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club  (of  which 
he  is  surgeon).  He  is  surgeon  for  the  Rhode  Island 
Division,  American  National  Red  Cross  Society.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican. 

On  Jan.  15,  1896,  Dr.  Kimball  was  married  to 
Emma  L.  Hayward,  and  to  this  union  there  has 
been  born  one  daughter : I.ucile  Hayward,  born 
Oct.  12,  1896. 

OSBORN  (Tiverton  family).  For  now  some 
one  hundred  and  fifty  and  more  years,  since  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  name  of  Os- 
born has  been  one  of  Tiverton  identity,  the  family 
long  one  representative  of  the  best  and  most  useful 
citizenship,  as  exemplified  in  the  life  of,  perhaps, 
its  most  distinguished  member,  the  late  Hon.  Jo- 
seph Osborn,  who  through  two-score  and  more 
years  served  as  treasurer  of  his  native  town,  rep- 
resented it  in  both  branches  of  the  State  Assembly, 
was  long  a justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1841, 
member  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections, bank  president,  etc. ; a man  whose  high 
type  of  manhood  won  expression  at  the  time  of  his 
death  from  his  fellow  associates  of  the  financial  in- 
stitutions with  which  he  had  long  been  officially 
connected,  of  this  high  tribute  to  his  manhood  in 
their  resolution  of  respect  and  esteem : “Resolved, 
That  by  the  death  of  Hon.  Joseph  Osborn,  President 
of  this  Corporation,  from  its  organization,  the  Citi- 
zens Savings  Bank  has  been  deprived  of  a wise 
counselor,  a discreet  and  faithful  Trustee  and  an 
efficient  presiding  officer.  He  was  a man  of 
sterling  integrity,  Christian  character,  true  to  every 
trust  reposed  in  him,  honest  in  all  his  dealings, 
diligent  in  business,  a friend  to  the  poor  and  suffer- 
ing. a lover  of  right,  unswerving  and  implacable  in 
his  op])osition  to  duplicity,  wrong  and  o})pression.” 


Then,  too,  in  the  succeeding  generation  has  the 
family  name  and  reputation  been  worthily  worn 
and  sustained  in  the  sons  of  the  deceased  just  alluded 
to,  some  of  whom  are  yet  active  in  business  life. 
One  William  J.  Osborn  was  a well  and  favorably 
known  banker  and  broker  of  New  York;  and  an- 
other is  Hon.  Henry  Clay  Osborn,  of  Tiverton, 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  as  a 
dealer  in  live  stock,  and  a former  representative  of 
his  native  town  in  the  State  Senate. 

William  Osborn,  the  grandfather  of  the  late 
Judge  Joseph  Osborn,  of  Tiverton,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1729,  and  May  28,  1752, 
married  Elizabeth  Shrieve,  and  to  them  were  born, 
according  to  Tiverton  town  records  by  Arnold, 
children  as  follows:  Wilson,  born  June  3,  1753; 
Weaver,  April  17,  1756;  Elizabeth,  June  8,  1758; 
Patience,  July  17,  1761;  Thomas,  ^^larch  31,  1766; 
and  William,  July  18,  1769.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

Thomas  Osborn,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Shrieve)  Osborn,  born -March  31,  1766,  married 
in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  in  1797,  Ann  Durfee,  born 
March  6,  1775,  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  (Borden)  Durfee, 
and  they  were  residents  of  Tiverton,  where  their 
lives  were  passed  and  where  they  died,  Mr.  Osborn 
Oct.  7,  1833,  and  Mrs.  Osborn  May  23,  1845.  The 
children  born  to  them  were : William,  born  Nov. 
26,  1798;  Thomas,  Dec.  30,  1800;  Joseph,  Aug.  20, 
1803;  Anna,  Dec.  4,  1805  (died  in  1812)  ; Wilson, 
April  15,  1808;  Eliza  Ann,  May  25,  1810  (died  in 
1887)  ; Patience,  Aug.  29,  1812;  Weaver,  May  23, 
1815  ; and  James  M.,  Aug.  26,  1822. 

Joseph  Durfee,  father  of  Mrs.  Ann  (Durfee) 
Osborn,  was  descended  from  Thomas  Durfee,  a 
native  of  England,  who  came  to  New  England  and 
settled  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  previous  to  1664,  his 
lineage  being  through  William  and  Samuel  Durfee. 

Joseph  Osborn,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Dur- 
fee) Osborn,  was  born  Aug.  20,  1803,  in  Tiverton, 
R.  I.,  and  here  in  his  native  town,  the  town  he  loved 
so  well,  was  lived  his  long  and  useful,  honored  life 
of  nearly  four-score  years.  Mr.  Osborn  began  his 
career  a poor  boy,  became  a teacher,  was  engaged 
as  a fisherman,  and  struggled  as  a farmer.  These 
were  the  harsh  limitations  bounding  the  horizon  of 
his  earlier  years,  but  the  broader  fields  of  effort  and 
influence  of  a successful  man  of  affairs  he  attained 
by  middle  life.  At  the  time  of  his  death  but  one  of 
the  four  men  who,  with  him  in  business  as  cattle 
drovers,  made  a competence  for  themselves,  outlived 
him,  and  the  generation  who  knew  him  in  his 
earlier  efforts  had  passed  away ; while  the  genera- 
tion remembering  him  only  as  a man  of  mature 
years,  with  a fortune  to  enjoy  and  an  honorable 
name  to  bequeath,  may  scarcely  appreciate  that 
from  sterner  needs  than  many  know  he  gained  by 
patient  care  the  one  and  earned  by  the  life  he  lived 
the  other,  and  made  the  place  his  memory  fills  to- 
dav  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him  best. 
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The  life  of  Mr.  Osborn  is  thus  admirably  por- 
trayed and  a high  tribute  accorded  the  man  in  the 
following  sketch  written  by  his  lifelong  acquaint- 
ance and  friend,  the  late  distinguished  Hon.  William 
P.  Sheffield,  of  Newport,  and  published  in  the  New- 
port Mercury  at  the  time  of  his  death: 

“Mr.  Osborn  early  attracted  and  constantly  pre- 
served the  good  opinion  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Un- 
der the  old  charter  he  was  elected  one  of  the  ten 
Senators  that  then  constituted  the  upper  branch  of 
the  General  Assembly.  He  was  also  under  the  old 
regime,  long  a justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas.  He  was  a member  of  the  convention  called 
to  form  a State  Constitution  in  1841,  known  as 
the  Landholders’  Convention,  and  has  been  often 
chosen  by  his  townsmen  to  represent  them  in  each 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly ; at  one  time  he 
was  a member  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities  and 
Corrections,  and  for  forty-four  years  was  Treas- 
urer of  his  native  town.  In  all  of  these  trusts  he 
was  faithful,  and  adorned  the  offices  with  which  he 
was  trusted.  But  he  was  more  than  a good  officer, 
for  he  lived  a spotless  life  and  gathered  the  harvest 
of  a good  name  for  the  inheritance  of  the  children 
he  has  left  behind  him.  He  was  an  industrious, 
equable,  energetic  and  well-balanced  man,  success- 
ful in  his  undertakings  because  they  were  conceived 
in  good  judgment  and  carried  on  by  constant  and 
persevering  effort  to  consummation.  He  was 
through  his  life  devoted  to  the  cause  of  temperance, 
and  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for 
many  years. 

“Judge  Osborn  was  a man  of  peace,  for  he  com- 
posed more  neighborhood  differences  and  settled 
more  quarrels  than  any  five  men  in  Tiverton.  He 
has  lived  a long  and  useful  life,  and  in  the  maturity 
of  age,  holding  his  usefulness  to  the  last,  with  his 
life-work  well  done,  has  been  gathered  into  the 
heavenly  fold.  The  gift  of  such  a life  is  a bene- 
faction to  the  community  in  which  it  is  spent. 
There  is  not  room  enough  in  the  world  for  both 
the  old  and  the  young;  by  the  order  of  nature  the 
former  give  place  to  the  latter,  and  when  a good 
man’s  life  is  brought  to  an  end  wdthout  any  associa- 
tion with  decrepitude  or  decay,  so  that  he  can  be 
remembered  only  as  in  the  vigor  of  his  intellectual 
force,  such  a life  and  such  a death  both  give  occa- 
sion for  thanksgiving  and  not  for  sorrow.’’ 

The  foundation  of  Judge  Osborn’s  fortune  was 
laid  in  the  slow,  plodding  way  of  the  live  stock 
dealer,  making  weekly  pilgrimages  to  Brighton  and 
becoming  widely  acquainted  with  the  farmers  of 
half  the  State.  Later,  he  became  interested  in  the 
cotton  mills  at  Fall  River  and  made  some  very  wise 
investments,  from  which  was  developed  the  larger 
portion  of  his  fortune.  He  was  a director  in  the 
Osborn  Mills,  a director  of  the  Pocasset  Bank,  and 
President  of  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank  (both  of 
Fall  River,  Mass.)  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
in  1851  to  the  time  of  his  death.  After  handling 
as  treasurer,  for  more  than  half  his  life,  the  financial 


interests  of  the  town,  he  declined  a re-election,  and 
when  he  presided  for  the  twentieth  time  as  modera- 
tor of  town  meeting  the  people  attested  their  esteem 
by  voting  him  an  honorary  seat  with  whoever  might 
preside  at  any  future  meeting.  In  this  latter  ca- 
pacity through  his  great  coolness  and  power  as  an 
extempore  public  speaker,  the  town’s  interest 
which  he  always  had  at  heart  never  suffered. 

The  Judge,  while  making  his  almost  paternal 
relations  to  Tiverton  his  greatest  public  care  and 
study,  still  regarded  his  seat  with  the  ten  in  the  old 
charter  Senate  as  the  crowning  honor  of  his  political 
life,  and  among  the  dearest  memories  of  his  old  age 
were  the  friendships  of  that  time.  As  one  by  one 
all  these  associations  passed  away,  the  last  two  pass- 
ing scarcely  a season  before  him,  a subtle  sugges- 
tion— perhaps  not  suddenly,  yet  surely  casting  its 
shadow — filled  the  last  of  his  days  with  a tender 
pathos  and  a dream  in  which  his  closest  friends  well 
knew  they  had  no  part. 

On  May  2,  1830,  Mr.  Osborn  was  married  to 
Eliza  Gardner,  born  Oct.  22,  1804,  in  Tiverton,  R. 
I.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Borden) 
Gardner,  and  their  children  were : Ann  Catherine, 
born  May  15,  1832;  William  Joseph,  Dec.  3,  1836; 
Jason  Woodward,  March  25,  1838  (died  Oct.  26, 
i860);  Eliza  Gardner,  May  20,  1840;  and  Henry 
Clay,  born  April  15,  1844. 

“In  his  domestic  relations,  ever  the  subject  of 
his  greatest  pride  and  his  keenest  care.  Judge  Os- 
born was  signally  favored.  His  wife  Eliza,  the 
fifth  child  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Borden  Gard- 
ner, lived  to  see  her  sixty-second  year,  and  nearly 
to  complete  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  their  married 
life.  Here  in  Tiverton,  at  the  homestead,  where 
their  youngest  daughter,  Eliza,  now  (1907)  lives, 
they  saw  their  little  family  of  five  reach  manhood 
and  womanhood,  and  here  death  closed  the  gate  of 
earthly  possibilities  to  their  son,  Jason,  when 
scarcely  twenty-two.’’  Judge  Joseph  Osborn  and 
his  wife,  and  also  their  son,  Jason,  are  laid  to  rest  in 
the  family  cemetery  adjoining  the  Osborn  home- 
stead. Of  their  children, 

Ann  Catherine  Osborn,  who  married  Samuel  B. 
Allen,  of  Fall  River,  died  at  the  home  of  her  sister. 
Miss  Eliza  Gardner  Osborn,  “Brookside,”  Tiverton, 
Feb.  19,  1906,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oak  Grove 
cemetery.  Fall  River. 

William  Joseph  Osborn,  eldest  son  of  Judge  Jo- 
seph, was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  Dec.  3,  1836, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  at  Pierce’s 
Academy,  Middleboro,  Mass.,  and  at  Bryant  & 
Stratton’s  Business  College,  Providence.  After 
leaving  school  he  accepted  a position  as  clerk  in  the 
freight  depot  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  spent  three  years,  after  which  he 
became  a partner  of  Frank  A.  Brackett,  in  the' 
wholesale  and  retail  tea  and  tobacco  business  at  Bos- 
ton. Later  he  removed  to  New^  York,  where  he 
became  interested  in  railroading  and  banking.  He 
afterward  became  a stock  broker,  and  was  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  Consolidated  Stock  Exchange.  He  was 
noted  for  his  honesty  and  upright  dealings,  and  was 
fnlly  trusted  by  his  patrons.  While  walking  in  a 
lienjamin  Harrison  political  procession  in  New 
York  City,  Nov.  3,  1888,  he  was  taken  ill  and  died 
on  the  street.  He  was  buried  in  the  Oak  Grove 
cemetery  at  Fall  River.  His  religious  connection 
was  with  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Pierpont  street, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  in  fraternal  circles  a Mason.  On  June  19, 
1873,  he  married,  at  Fall  River,  Hannah  L.  French, 
daughter  of  Stephen  L.  French,  deacon  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Fall  River.  To  this  union  came  one 
child,  Charles  French,  born  Alay  2,  1878,  who  grad- 
uated from  Williams  College,  Mass.,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  in  the 
United  States  Government  service  at  Portland, 
Maine. 

Miss  Eliza  Gardner  Osborn  still  makes  her  home 
at  “Brookside,”  Tiverton.  She  is  active  in  the  work 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  takes  great  pride  in  her 
home. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay  Osborn,  ex-State  Senator  and 
farmer  and  cattle  dealer  of  Tiverton,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  April  15,  1844.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Tiverton,  and  the  Pierce  Academy 
at  Middleboro,  Mass.,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  when  the  latter  retired,  the  son 
rented  the  place  and  engaged  in  farming  and  dairy- 
ing and  also  in  stock  dealing,  now  being  one  of  the 
largest  stock  dealers  in  Newport  county.  From 
his  boyhood  he  has  been  actively  interested  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  as  a strong  Republican  has  been 
prominent  in  party  work.  For  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Tiverton.  In 
1887  he  was  elected  State  Senator  from  Tiverton, 
succeeding  Capt.  Nathaniel  B.  Church.  In  1889 
and  1890  he  was  again  elected  a member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  still  again,  in  1905,  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  same  body,  where  he  served  on  the  com- 
mittees on  Fisheries  and  Education.  Mr.  Osborn 
married  (first)  Sarah  Slocum,  of  Tiverton,  daugh- 
ter of  Aaron  Slocum,  and  six  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage,  namely:  Grace,  who  married  Frank 
Brewster,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reside ; Jo- 
seph. who  died  young;  Mabel  J.,  at  home;  Florence 
L.,  who  married  Lucien  Yeoman,  of  Chicago;  Jo- 
seph D.,  at  home;  and  Henry  Clay,  Jr.,  at  home. 
IMrs.  Osborn  died  in  1904,  and  iMr.  Osborn  married 
(second)  Miss  Lydia  Cranston,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.  No  children  have  been  born  of  the  second 
marriage. 

WALTER  SCOTT  HOUGH.  Providence,  is 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Wightman  & Hough 
Company,  manufacturing  jewelers,  who  are  among 
the  best  known  and  most  extensive  firms  in  their 
line  in  that  city.  In  the  great  manufacturing  State 
of  Rhode  Island  the  branch  of  jewelry  manufactur- 
ing has  long  been  a conspicuous  feature,  and  not  only 
has  the  city  of  Providence  been  the  center  of  this 


branch  of  trade  here  in  New  England  but  pre-emi- 
nent in  this  line  in  our  country ; and  here  in  Provi- 
dence no  firm  or  corporation  has  earned  a higher 
and  more  honorable  position  with  manufacturers 
and  the  jobbing  trade  of  this  country  and  abroad 
— for  the  product  of  the  concern  goes  to  all  parts 
of  the  civilized  world — than  the  corporation  of 
which  iMr.  Hough  is  president. 

President  Hough,  the  founder  of  the  business 
of  the  Wightman  & Hough  Company,  and  who 
for  half  a century,  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  jewelry  manufacturing  business  here  in  Provi- 
dence and  laudably  active  and  interested  in  the 
city's  growth  and  development  in  other  lines,  is  a 
true  type  of  New  England  character — one  of  that 
sturdy  yeomanry  which  has  given  shape  to  this 
section  and  set  the  pace  for  the  great  West  and 
middle  West  to  follow. 

While  not  a Rhode  Islander  by  birth  Mr. 
Hough  is  thoroughly  one  in  life’s  work,  for  the  site 
of  the  office  from  which,  as  the  chief  executive  of- 
ficer of  the  corporation  of  Wightman  & Hough, 
he  directs  the  operations  of  the  company  is 
not  farther  distant  than  a half  mile  from  the  very 
place  where  as  an  apprentice  sixty  years  ago  he 
began  his  business  career. 

The  early  home  of  many  of  the  Houghs  of  east- 
ern Connecticut,  where  lived  the  forefathers  and 
parents  of  Walter  Scott  Hough,  was  in  the  town  of 
New  London,  where,  and  in  all  that  region  of 
country,  the  name  has  been  a continuous  one  for 
two  hundred  and  fifty  and  more  years.  The  pro- 
genitor of  these  Houghs  was  \Villiam  Hough,  the 
son  of  Edward  Hough  of  Westchester  in  Cheshire, 
England.  W illiam  was  known  as  a house  carpen- 
ter at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  along  just  prior  to  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  lived  at 
Trynall  Cove,  where  and  on  Biskie  Island,  oppo- 
site, he  had  land.  It  is  not  known  that  his  father 
came  to  New  England,  but  it  is  believed  by  those 
who  have  written  o'f  the  family  that  Ann  Hough,, 
who  died  at  Gloucester  in  1672,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  was  Edward’s  widow,  and  the  mother  of 
William  Hough.  The  latter  was  selectman  in 
1649  1650.  His  departure  from  Gloucester  is 

spoken  of  in  the  latter  year,  when  he  joined  the 
migration  to  New  London.  He  married,  Oct.  28, 
1645,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Hugh  Calkins,  and  the 
births  of  the  first  three  of  their  children  are  of 
Gloucester  record,  namely : Hannah,  born  in 
1646;  Abiah,  born  in  1648;  and  Sarah,  born  in 
1651.  Their  other  children  were  oi  New  London 
record,  namely:  Samuel,  born  IMarch  9,  1652-53; 
John,  born  Oct.  17.  1655  ; W’illiam,  born  Oct.  13, 
1657;  Jonathan,  born  Feb.  7,  1659-60;  Deborah, 
born  (Dct.  4,  1662;  Abigail,  born  March  5,  1665- 
66;  and  Anna,  born  Aug.  29,  1667.  Of  these, 
Samuel  was  born  at  Saybrook,  probably  while  his 
parents  were  there  temporarily,  the  father,  as 
stated,  being  a house  carpenter.  Whlliam  Hough 
died  Aug.  10,  1683.  The  last  four  of  the  children 
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of  Mr.  Hough  probably  settled  in  other  towns, 
as  the  record  of  them  in  New  London  soon  ceases. 
Hannah  married  John  Borden,  of  Lyme;  Abiah 
married  the  sedond  William  Douglas ; and  Sarah 
married  William  Carpenter.  Of  the  four  sons, 
(i)  Samuel  Hough  located  at  Saybrook.  (2)  Capt. 
John  Hough  became  a noted  man  of  his  time, 
powerful  in  frame  and  energy  and  character.  His 
wife  was  Sarah  Post,  of  Norwich,  of  which  town 
he  himself  was  at  least  for  a period  a resident. 
Along  in  the  settling  of  Voluntown  Plantation,  in 
the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Capt. 
Hough  was  a member  of  a committee  in  relation 
thereto  sent  from  Norwich.  (3)  William  Hough 
married  Ann,  daughter  of  the  first  Samuel  Lo- 
throp,  of  Norwich,  where  she  died  Nov.  19,  1745, 
her  husband  passing  away  long  before,  April  22, 
1705.  (4)  Jonathan  Hough  in  the  summer  of 

1688  bought  land  in  the  town  of  Windham,  Conn., 
of  Hugh  Calkins,  and  at  the  first  public  meeting 
of  the  town,  June  12,  1692,  he  was  chosen  towns- 
man. 

As  stated  in  the  foregoing  it  was  from  this 
race  of  Houghs  that  those  of  the  name  of  the 
region  of  country  referred  to  largely  sprang.  It 
was  here  in  the  old  town  of  Canterbury,  Windham 
county.  Conn.,  lived  the  parents  and  forefathers 
of  Walter  Scott  Hough,  he  being  a grandson  of 
Walter  Hough  (who  was  a patriot  of  the  Revolu- 
tion) and  son  of  Samuel  Lockwood  and  Betsey 
(Adams)  Hough,  and  here  he  was  born  April  21, 
1828.  He  received  bis  elementary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  began  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years 
with  Messrs.  Stone  & Weaver,  manufacturing 
jewelers  at  Providence,  R.  1.  Here  under  the  di- 
rection of  these  men,  and  no  doubt  inspired  by 
the  close  influence  of  those  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  trade,  their  extensive  business  and  suc- 
cesses, young  Hough  became  thoroughly  versed 
and  familiar  with  the  art  and  ambitious  to  follow 
in  their  footsteps.  This  atmosphere  no  doubt  had 
much  to  do  with  the  forming  of  habits  and  char- 
acter which  in  after  years  enabled  him  to  become 
one  of  the  foremost  manufacturers  of  jewelry  in 
Rhode  Island.  In  1853,  associated  with  Messrs. 
Jeremiah  Briggs  and  Calvin  Stone,  young  Hough 
began  in  a small  way  at  Providence  to  manufacture 
jewelry,  the  firm  style  being  Briggs,  Hough  & 
Stone.  Some  years  subsequently,  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  this  firm,  Mr.  Hough,  in  1856,  associated 
with  the  late  Albert  Augustus  Wightman,  formed 
a business  partnership  for  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  which  continued  throughout  the  lifetime  of 
Mr.  Wightman  and  established  a business  which  is 
still  carried  on  by  the  Wightman  & Hough  Com- 
pany, a corporation  which  in  magnitude  is  perhaps 
not  second  to  any  concern  in  its  specialty  in  the 
country,  surely  not  in  reputation  or  the  character 
of  its  product.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Wightman, 
in  1893,  Mr.  Hough  purchased  his  interest  in  the 
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business  and  the  concern  was  incorporated  under 
the  naine  of  the  Wightman  & Hough  Company, 
of  which  Mr.  Hough  has  since  been  the  chief 
executive  officer  and  treasurer.  Here,  at  No.  7 
Beverlv  street.  Providence,  is  located  the  office 
and  plant  of  the  corporation,  which  plant  is  the 
largest  in  its  line  in  the  country,  and  the  great  po- 
sition it  has  attained  in  jewelry  manufacturing 
circles  and  its  successes  are  largely  due  to  the 
guiding  mind  of  the  now  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion, through  the  care  and  attention  he  has  con- 
stantly given  to  the  business  through  the  past  fifty 
years  of  service.  The  house  belongs  to  the  New 
York  Jewelers  Association,  also  to  the  New  Eng- 
land  Jewelers  Association,  and  the  Manufacturing 
Jewelers  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Hough,  though  his  standing  in  business  and 
social  circles  and  his  means  would  justly  entitle 
him  to  exclusive  society,  in  manner  and  disposition 
is  as  free  from  ostentation,  and  asi  easily  ap- 
proached as  when  he  began  his  business  career  in 
a most  humble  way.  He  is  a self-made  man  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  rising  from  the  ranks 
through  the  force  of  his  make-up  to  the  head  of  a 
large  business  with  the  position,  influence  and 
power  which  such  commands  in  business  circles 
and  in  his  community.  In  his  tastes  he  is  fond 
of  outdoor  sports  and  is  socially  inclined,  as  his 
membership  in  clubs  and  orders  might  imply. 
He  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  of  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  i,  K.  T., 
and  of  Palestine  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Central  Pomham  and  West 
Side  Clubs,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Chapter  of 
the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. He  has  given  considerable  attention  to  mili- 
tary affairs,  having  been  since  1852  a member 
of  the  First  Light  Infantry,  and  is  now  a member 
of  the  First  Light  Infantry  Veteran  Association. 
Though  ever  interested  in  all  that  good  citizenship 
implies  and  active  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  of  his  community  and  in  mea- 
sures looking  to  the  advancement  of  his  adopted 
city,  and  a zealous  Republican,  yet  he  has  no  taste 
or  inclination  for  political  preferment  or  public 
position  and  has  held  aloof  from  such. 

On  Nov.  3,  1850,  Mr.  Hough  was  married  to 
Sarah  E.  Burroughs,  daughter  of  Capt.  Peleg  and 
Eliza  (Bigley)  Burroughs,  of  Newport,  R.  1. 
Mrs.  Hough  died  in  September,  1901.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them  : ( i ) Walter 

S.,  Jr.,  born  March  9,  1852,  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  gold  rolled  plate  and  seamless  wire, 
under  the  firm  name  of  the  W.  S.  Hough  Jr. 
Company,  on  Orange  Street,  Providence.  He  is 
the  father  of  two  sons;  Eugene  Walter,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children  and  resides  in  New 
York ; and  Herbert  Dorrance,  of  Providence,  who 
is  married  and  has  one  child.  (2)  Eliza  Robbins, 
born  Oct.  18,  1854.  married  Charles  A.  Wilkin- 
son, of  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Wilkinson  & Co.,  manu- 


1274 


RHODE  ISLAND 


facturers  of  optical  goods,  at  Providence.  They 
have  three  sons:  Howard  H.  (who  married  Har- 
riet L.  Huestis,  and  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business),  Frederick  C.  and  Ralph  A.  (3)  Ed- 
ward Bigley,  born  Dec.  16,  1866,  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Providence,  he  being  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Wightman  & Hough  Com- 
pany. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hough  erected  the  residence  at 
No.  334  Broadway,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  maintained  a 
summer  home  at  Buttonwoods. 

BUCKLIN.  The  first  record  of  the  Bucklin 
family  in  Rehoboth  is  that  of  the  marriage  of  (I) 
Joseph  Bucklin  (Buklin)  and  Deborah  Allen,  Nov. 
5,  1659.  Some  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  Bucklins 
in  Rhode  Island  were  farmers,  and  some  operated 
extensive  grist  mills  in  1747  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seekonk  river,  and  it  is  said  that  they  were  the 
original  white  owners  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pawtucket  Falls,  on  the  east  side  where  now  stands 
the  plant  of  D.  Goff  & Sons’  Braid  Works.  Here 
once  stood  the  Bucklin  grist  mill,  which  was  pur- 
chased by  Colonel  Stock,  a member  of  the  first  cot- 
ton mill  company,  which  utilized  the  above  privilege 
by  the  erection  of  the  yellow  mill,  in  1805.  In  1811 
was  erected  a small  stone  mill,  on  Bucklin  Brook, 
in  which  cotton  yarns  were  manufactured  for  three 
or  four  years,  when  the  mill  was  burned.  Others 
then  purchased  the  water-power  and  forty  acres  of 
land  from  Nancy  Bucklin  in  1817,  and  afterwards 
carried  on  the  bleaching  of  cotton  cloths  and  yarns. 
Mary  Church,  the  mother  of  Colonel  Bucklin,  of 
Providence,  descended  from  Joseph  Church,  of 
one  of  Rhode  Island’s  most  distinguished  families. 

To  the  marriage  of  Joseph  and  Deborah  (Allen) 
Bucklin  were  born:  Deborah,  born  Sept.  16,  1660; 
Joseph,  Feb.  16,  1663;  Barak,  Aug.  i,  1666;  John, 
May  10,  1668;  James,  July  3,  1669;  Isaac,  Jan.  31, 
1672;  Nehemiah,  Sept.  16,  167 — ; Nehemiah  (2), 
i\Iarch  31,  1678;  and  Lydia,  Sept.  5,  1680. 

(H)  Joseph  Bucklin  (Buckland),  Jr.,  son  of 
Joseph,  was  born  Feb.  16,  1663.  He  married,  June 
30,  1691,  Mehitabel  Sabin,  by  whom  he  had  issue: 
Deborah,  born  Alay  5,  1692 ; Joseph,  Sept.  20,  1694 ; 
Martha,  Sept.  6,  1696;  Benjamin,  Jan.  30,  1^7-98; 
John,  March  30,  1701;  Rachel,  Dec.  i,  1703;  Ne- 
hemiah, June  6,  1706;  David,  Oct.  31,  1708;  Esther, 
Oct.  3,  1710;  Jonathan,  Sept.  13,  1713,  and  William, 
Feb.  23,  1716-17. 

(HI)  Nehemiah  Bucklin,  son  of  Joseph  Jr., 
born  June  6,  1706,  married  Beriah,  and  they  had 
children:  Daniel,  born  Dec.  5,  1731  ; David,  Jan.  2, 
1733-34;  Oliver,  June  14,  1736;  Martha,  Jan.  14, 
1739-40,  and  Nehemiah,  April  19,  1743. 

(TV)  Daniel  Bucklin,  born  Dec.  5,  1731,  mar- 
ried, Oct.  31,  1754,  Elizabeth  Carpenter.  They 
were  both  of  Rehoboth.  Their  children  were:  Wil- 
liam, born  Aug.  18,  1755:  Martha,  Feb.  4,  1760; 
Daniel.  Sept,  ii,  1761;  Jabez,  Aug.  27,  1764; 


George,  Alarch  3,  1767;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  20,  1768; 
and  John,  Sept.  20,  1776. 

(V)  Jabez  Bucklin,  born  Aug.  27,  1764,  mar- 
ried Lydia,  and  their  children  were : George  and 
William. 

(\T)  William  Bucklin,  son  of  Jabez,  was 
born  Aug.  3,  1787,  and  married,  June  18,  1810, 
Mary  Church,  born  Sept.  3,  1791,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel.  The  children  of  William  and  Alary 
(Church)  Bucklin  were:  George,  born  April  i, 
1811;  William,  Sept.  9,  1812;  Henry,  Sept.  21, 
1814;  Sarah  Bishop,  Oct.  24,  1816;  Charles,  Aug. 
15,  1818;  Daniel,  Sept.  9,  1820;  John  Henry,  Sept. 
29,  1822;  Alary  Church,  Sept.  2,  1824  (married  R. 
B.  Woodward,  formerly  of  Providence,  later  of 
San  Francisco,  where  he  became  a millionaire  and 
where  his  children  now  live)  ; Joseph  Howard, 
Aug.  17,  1826;  Edward  Pearce,  July  13,  1828; 
John  Carpenter,  Oct.  30,  1830;  Jane  Frances,  April 
12,  1833 ; and  James  Tibbitts  Pearce,  Alarch  5,  1836. 
William  Bucklin,  the  father  of  these  children,  was  a 
barber  for  many  years  on  South  Alain  street,  having 
as  his  patrons  many  of  the  most  prominent  men  of 
Providence,  continuing  his  business  until  within  a 
few  years  of  his  death.  He  was  a gentleman  of  the 
old  school,  well-read  and  well-informed.  Although 
a temperate  man  he  was  not  a Prohibitionist.  He 
was  straight  as  an  arrow,  and  a man  of  fine  physi- 
que. Air.  Bucklin  died  Alarch  15,  1864,  and  his 
wife  July  i,  1841. 

(VTI)  Colonel  James  Tibbitts  Pearce  Buck- 
lin, son  of  William  and  Alary  (Church)  Bucklin, 
was  born  at  the  Bucklin  homestead,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  No.  8 Arnold  street,  Alarch  5,  1836,  the 
youngest  of  the  family  of  thirteen  children.  He  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive city,  and  subsequently  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  trade  of  silversmith  with  the  Gorham  Manu- 
facturing Company.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  in  1861,  when  the  first  call  was 
made  by  the  President  for  troops  to  preserve  our 
National  unity,  the  spirit  of  patriotism  found  a 
ready  response  in  the  heart  of  James  T.  P.  Bucklin, 
who  enlisted  in  the  1st  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  De- 
tached Alilitia,  for  three  months’  service.  The  reg- 
iment left  Providence  between  the  20th  and  24th  of 
April,  1861,  the  first  detachment  under  Col.  A.  E. 
Burnside,  and  the  second  under  Lieut.-Col.  Joseph 
S.  Pittman.  They  arrived  in  Washington  and  bi- 
vouacked on  the  site  of  the  present  patent  office,  and 
went  into  quarters  at  Camp  Sprague.  The  battle 
of  Bull  Run  was  soon  fought,  and  although  it  proved 
disastrous  to  the  Nation’s  cause  this  regiment  made 
an  honorable  record,  and  after  its  term  of  service 
returned  home,  bearing  its  wounded  and  its  rent 
and  battered  flags.  At  the  call  for  volunteers  to 
serve  three  years.  Air.  Bucklin  is  credited  with 
raising  Company  A,  the  first  company  raised  and 
taken  to  Camp  Greene,  which  was  situated  between 
Olneyville  and  Apponaug,  and  which  resulted  in 
the  organization  of  one  of  the  crack  regiments,  the 
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4th  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  which  was  organized 
by  Col.  Johnston  I.  McCarthy,  of  the  regular  army. 
Among  the  officers  of  the  4th  Rhode  Island  appeared 
the  nam.e  of  Second  Lieutenant  James  T.  P.  Buck- 
lin.  This  regiment,  like  the  preceding  ones,  re- 
ceived many  tokens  of  regard  from  the  citizens  of 
Providence,  among  these  being  two  beautiful  stands 
of  colors,  presented  by  the  loyal  ladies  of  this  city. 
On  Oct.  2,  1861,  the  regiment  broke  camp,  reached 
Washington  on  the  6th,  and  took  temporary  quar- 
ters at  Camp  Sprague,  afterward  removing  to 
Casey.  The  Colonel  with  his  command,  paid  his 
respects  to  the  President  on  the  iith  of  October, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  regiment  was  received 
by  General  Casey,  who  expressed  surprise  and 
pleasure  at  their  soldierly  appearance.  This  com- 
mand, like  those  preceding  it  from  Rhode  Island, 
contested  many  a hard-fought  battlefield,  and 
whether  experiencing  defeat  or  victory,  their  hero- 
ism knew  no  abatement.  The  hosts  of  illustrious 
names  from  Rhode  Island  were  indelibly  stamped 
upon  the  pages  of  Congressional  record,  surrounded 
with  a halo  of  glory  that  grows  brighter  and 
brighter  with  each  succeeding  generation.  James 
T.  P.  Bucklin  is  the  youngest  in  years  in  the  State 
to  hold  the  rank  of  major  during  the  War  of  1861, 
and  his  commission  is  the  oldest  dated  Major’s  com- 
mission. At  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  was  acting 
first  sergeant,  and  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
Roanoke  Island,  Newbern,  Fort  Macon,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Siege  of  Suffolk,  Hill’s  Point,  Petersburg,  at  the 
explosion  of  the  mine  July  30,  1864,  front  of 
Petersburg,  and  Weldon  Railroad.  During  many 
of  the  battles.  Major  Bucklin  was  in  command  of 
the  regiment,  and  assumed  command  after  Lieut. - 
Col.  Buffum  had  been  taken  prisoner  at  Petersburg, 
July  30,  1864.  He  continued  in  command  until 
after  his  return  with  the  regiment  to  Rhode  Island. 
His  official  war  record  is  as  follows : Sergeant  Co. 
A,  1st  Reg.  R.  I.  Detached  Militia,  April  17,  1861  ; 
enrolled  May  2,  1861 ; mustered,  Aug.  2,  1861 ; mus- 
tered out  Sept.  2,  1861 ; went  into  Camp  Greene  as 
second  lieutenant,  Co.  A,  4th  R.  L,  Sept.  12,  1861  ; 
mustered  in  Nov.  20,  1861 ; promoted  first  lieuten- 
ant, Dec.  7,  1861 ; transferred  from  Co.  A to  Co.  E, 
April  30,  1862 ; promoted  captain  and  transferred 
to  Co.  H,  June  ii,  1862;  promoted  major,  Jan.  9, 
1863 ; July,  1863,  on  detached  service,  and  placed 
in  command  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  of  the  company 
of  conscripts  from  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
and  so  continued  until  December,  1863.  His  duties 
here  made  it  necessary  to  take  the  men  the  entire 
distance  from  New  Haven  to  the  Rapidan,  in  order 
to  deliver  them  to  their  respective  regiments,  a fact 
which  speaks  well  for  Major  Bucklin  and  his  as- 
sistant officers,  to  succeed  in  taking  a detachment  of 
265  men  to  the  front  with  a loss  of  but  two  men. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  he  obtained  a ten  days’  leave 
of  absence,  to  return  to  his  home  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  his  father,  whose  death  occurred  March 
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15,  1864.  He  remained  in  the  recruiting  service 
until  May,  1864.  August,  1864,  he  was  absent 
on  sick  leave,  but  assumed  command  of  the  regiment 
upon  his  return,  and  on  Oct.  15,  1864,  was  mustered 
out.  On  March  25,  1867,  he  was  brevetted  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  U.  S.  Vols.,  and  on  March  26,  1867, 
brevetted  colonel  for  faithful  and  meritorious  serv- 
ice, these  brevets  to  date  from  March  13,  1865. 

No  man  ever  endeared  himself  to  his  men  any 
more  than  did  Colonel  Bucklin.  His  exact  justice 
secured  their  unlimited  confidence,  while  his  kind- 
ness of  heart  won  their  love.  He  proved  himself 
unselfish,  frank,  generous  and  manly,  in  all  the 
qualities  of  life ; a patriot  during  the  years  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  an  honored  citizen  ever  since.  After 
the  war  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Northwestern  Silverware  Company,  and  was 
in  the  Custom  House  for  some  ten  years  as  weigher 
and  measurer.  After  his  return  to  Providence  he 
established  a blacksmithing  business  at  the  corner 
of  Bridge  and  South  Main  streets,  which  he  success- 
fully conducted  for  a period  of  three  years,  when  he 
sold  out  to  accept  the  position  of  harbor  master,  in 
which  he  served  from  1885  to  1890.  In  1893  he 
was  appointed  inspector  of  provisions,  and  served 
in  that  capacity^  until  1896,  and  in  1898  he  was  again 
made  harbor  master;  and  has  been  twice  re-elected 
since. 

Colonel  Bucklin  has  always  been  an  active  Re- 
publican, and  has  w'on  the  approbation  of  his  party 
for  his  efficient  and  faithful  devotion  to  its  prin- 
ciples. He  is  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and 
for  twelve  years  has  been  quartermaster  of  Rodman 
Post,  No.  12,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  1904  was  commander ; 
is  a member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen’s  Association  ; 
of  the  Athletic  Association ; and  of  the  Corinthian 
Yacht  Club. 

On  June  25,  1865,  Colonel  Bucklin  was  married 
to  Miss  Hannah  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Dennis  and 
Elizabeth  Presby  Hathaway  White, and  of  one  of  the 
most  representative  families  of  Fall  River,  Mass. 
On  the  paternal  side  Mrs.  Bucklin  is  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  Peregrine  White,  the  first  white  child 
born  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  Plymouth 
Rock.  Col.  Bucklin  and  wife  have  one  daughter, 
Abby  Robinson,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  L.  Slater, 
who  is  identified  with  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
Trust  Company. 

JOHN  L.  KENYON.  The  first  authentic  rec- 
ord of  the  Kenyon  name  in  Richmond  is  of  one 
John  Kenyon,  who  came  from  North  Kingstown. 
From  his  own  sworn  statement  he  was  born  in  1657. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  year  1732.  He  had  these 
children:  John,  James,  Enoch,  Joseph,  David.  Jon- 
athan, Samuel,  and  one  daughter,  who  married  John 
Webster,  the  first  town  clerk  of  Richmond. 

John  Kenyon,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  January, 
1682,  and  died  in  January.  1745.  In  July,  1704,  he 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Remington,  born  in  1685, 
daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  (Richmond)  Rem- 
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iiigton,  of  North  Kingstown;  she  died  in  July,  1748. 
To  this  marriage  were  born:  John,  born  Nov.  21, 
1706,  married  iNlarch  23,  1727,  Mary  Gardner, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Gardner ; Thomas,  born  Dec. 
28,  1708;  Sylvester,  born  April  7,  1710,  married 
Annie,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Susannali  Waite ; 
George,  born  Sept.  28,  1712,  married  June  16,  1741, 
Anna  Lewis;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  21,  1715,  married 
Dec.  18,  1740,  Ebenezer  Niles;  Alary,  born  in  1717, 
married  Feb.  27,  1742,  Enoch  Lewis;  Elizabeth, 
born  April  25,  1720,  married,  on  Feb.  27,  1735, 
Stephen  Hoxsie,  son  of  Joseph  Hoxsie ; Samuel, 
born  in  1722,  married  April  13,  1746,  Hannah  Ken- 
yon, daughter  of  David  Kenyon ; Abigail  was  never 
married;  and  benedict,  b rn  in  1735,  died  April  10, 
1807. 

Benedict  Kenyon,  son  of  John,  born  in  1735, 
married  (first)  Amy  Barber,  May  29,  1759, 
(second)  Phoebe  Thurston.  His  children  were: 
Edith,  born  Aug.  1 1,  1760,  married  William  Hoxsie  ; 
Samuel,  born  April  17,  1762,  married  Alary  West- 
scott;  Remington,  born  June  ii,  1764,  married  (first) 
Charity  Rathbone,  who  died  March  10,  1795,  and 
(second)  Patience  Webster;  Silas,  born  Aug.  28, 
1766,  married  Hanna  Clarke;  Benedict,  Jr.,  born 
Dec.  26,  1768,  married  Phoebe  Champlin,  and  died 
April  18,  1857;  John,  born  Alarch  9,  1771;  Carey, 
born  April  13,  1773,  married  (first)  Sarah  Record, 
and  (second)  Witty  (Aloore)  Barber;  Amy,  born 
Sept.  26,  1774,  married  Judge  William  James,  of 
Richmond ; Betsy,  born  Jan.  3,  1778,  never  married  ; 
Alary,  born  June  30,  1780,  never  married;  and 
George,  born  Feb.  9,  1783,  died  unmarried. 

John  Kenyon,  born  Alarch  9,  1771,  son  of  Bene- 
dict, married  (first)  Anstrius  Tefft,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Alice  (Albrough)  Tefft,  (second)  Sarah 
M'oodmansee,  and  (third).  May  i,  1808,  Charity 
Pjarber,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Ellena  (Lewis') 
Barber.  Mrs.  Charity  Kenyon  died  Nov.  28,  1859, 
the  mother  of  one  son,  Daniel,  born  July  15,  1809. 

Daniel  Kenyon,  born  July  15,  1809,  son  of  John, 
married  Nov.  9,  1833,  Mary  Larkin,  born  Sept.  22, 
1806,  daughter  of  Roger  and  Alary  (Kenyon)  Lar- 
kin. He  died  Jan.  10,  1859,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  June  25,  1882.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Alary  Abbie,  born  Alay  24,  1835,  died 
Alarch  8,  1836;  John  L.,  lx)rn  Aug.  i,  1836;  Charity 
B.,  born  April  30,  1838,  married  May  31,  1880, 
Samuel  A.  Waterman,  and  died  May  16,  1904; 
Phoebe  Ellen,  born  Dec.  31,  1839,  died  unmarried 
Nov.  4,  1891 ; Amy  N.,  born  Oct.  29,  1842,  died 
Alay  20,  1843;  Daniel  C.,  born  July  15,  1844,  mar- 
rie(l  (first)  Sept.  25,  1882,  Josephine  Ware,  who 
died  Dec.  21,  1892.  and  (second)  Agnes  E.  Wright, 
Jan.  25.  1897;  and  Sarah  Eliza,  born  June  21,  1849, 
married  in  January,  1883,  John  L.  James,  who  died 
Alarch  28,  1900. 

John  L.  Kenyon,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  Aug. 
I,  1836,  in  Hopkinton,  and  at  an  early  age  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Richmond,  where  he  lived,  with 
the  exception  of  four  years  in  Hopkinton,  all  of 


his  life.  The  foundation  of  his  education  was  laid 
in  the  district  schools,  and  this  was  supplemented  by 
extensive  reading,  and  aided  by  an  active  mind, 
thus  developing  abilities  far  above  the  average.  His 
father  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  a practical 
surveyor,  and  Air.  Kenyon  soon  entered  into  the 
practical  work  of  both  these  branches.  He  kept  the 
old  shop  open  after  the  death  of  his  father,  until 
1892,  when  he  made  surveying  his  principal  busi- 
ness. The  blacksmith  business  he  continued  by 
hiring  a blacksmith,  after  he  gave  it  up  himself. 
His  first  large  undertaking  was  the  survey  of  a 
railroad  from  Wickford  to  Narragansett  Pier,  which, 
however,  was  never  built.  He  was  engineer  in  chief, 
having  charge  of  the  layout  and  building  of  the 
Wood  river  branch  railroad,  from  Wood  River 
Junction,  then  called  Richmond  Switch,  to  Hope 
Valley.  He  became  the  first  superintendent  of  the 
road,  and  was  always  on  the  board  of  directors  until 
about  two  years  prior  to  his  death. 

Air.  Kenyon  was  interested  in  public  matters. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  was  senator 
from  his  own  town  for  two  years,  declining  a 
further  election.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  town 
council  for  nearly  twenty  years,  most  of  the  time 
being  president  of  the  same  in  Richmond.  Mr. 
Kenyon  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  initiated 
into  the  Alechanics  Lodge,  No.  14,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and 
he  was  also  a member  of  Charity  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  and  of  Franklin  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  was  a 
j)opular  member  of  the  Washington  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  and  was  greatly  interested  in  its 
work. 

For  over  two  years  Air.  Kenyon  had  been  in  ill 
health,  suffering  severely,  and  death  came  while  he 
was  sitting  up  in  a chair,  at  his  home  in  Wyoming, 
Richmond,  Aug.  25,  1904. 

On  Alarch  25,  1857,  Mr.  Kenyon  married  Har- 
riet Frances  Kenyon,  born  Oct.  i,  1840,  daughter 
of  David  and  Thankful  (Barber)  Kenyon.  Airs. 
Kenyon’s  line  is  through  her  father  David,  his  fa- 
ther Pardon,  his  father  Capt.  Thomas,  his  father 
David  to  his  father  John,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ken- 
yon family.  Airs.  Kenyon,  a highly  esteemed  and 
respected  lady,  still  resides  at  the  old  home  in  Wy- 
oming, Richmond.  She  is  well  known,  and  is  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  business  capacity,  and 
is  greatlv  interested  in  genealogical  research. 

SOUTHWICK.  The  Southwick  family,  which 
bears  a time-honored  name  in  the  New  England 
States,  where  it  has  been  a continuous  one  since 
1639,  was  one  of  the  first  settled  families  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Newport,  R.  I.,  has  been  the  home  of 
members  of  this  family  since  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  during  the  past  century  there  have 
been  worthy  representatives  in  the  persons  of  the 
late  Pitts  Southwick  and  his  sons,  the  late  Samuel 
S.  Southwick  and  James  AI.  K.  Southwick.  the 
latter  at  present  one  of  the  city’s  leading  business 
men. 
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(I)  Lawrence  Southwick  is  of  record  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  in  1639,  in  which  year  he  and  his  family 
were  admitted  members  in  the  First  Church  of 
Salem.  There  is  a tradition  in  the  family  that 
Mr.  Southwick  came  from  Lancashire,  England, 
to  America  in  1627,  and  returned  to  England  and 
brought  his  wife,  Cassandra,  and  children,  John 
and  Mary,  to  Massachusetts  in  1630,  on  the  “May- 
flower,” in  company  with  William  Bradford  and 
others.  He  settled  at  Salem.  Two  acres  of  land 
were  given  him  by  the  town  of  Salem  in  1639, 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  glass 
and  earthenware.  The  family  were  Quakers,  and 
for  that  were  fined,  whipped,  imprisoned  and  finally 
banished.  Lawrence  and  his  wife  went  to  Shelter 
island,  on  Long  Island  sound,  in  1659,  and  died 
there  from  privation  and  exposure  in  1660.  They 
had  been  baptized  at  the  First  Church,  Salem, 
24th  of  2d  month,  1639,  and  their  children  were: 
John,  born  in  1620;  Mary,  in  1630;  Josiah,  in 
1632;  Provided,  in  1635;  Daniel,  in  1637;  and 
Provided  (2),  in  1641. 

(II)  Josiah  Southwick,  son  of  Lawrence,  was 
born  in  1632.  He  and  his  wife  Mary  were  married 
in  1658.  He  united  with  the  church  at  Salem, 
but  was  later  whipped,  imprisoned  and  finally  ban- 
ished for  being  a Quaker.  He  went  to  Rhode 
Island  and  there  established  a home,  and  going 
back  to  Salem  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  in 
1660,  to  look  after  the  property,  was  again  whipped 
for  returning  to  Massachusetts.  His  children 
were:  Josiah,  born  in  1660;  Joseph,  April,  1662; 
Mary,  November,  1664;  Cassandra,  1666;  De- 
borah, 1667;  Solomon,  1672;  Ruth,  1674;  Jona- 
than, 1676;  Deliverance,  1678;  and  Hopestill, 
1680. 

(HI)  Solomon  Southwick,  son  of  Josiah,  was 
born  in  1672,  married,  probably  in  1712,  and  had 
children:  Hannah,  born  in  1713;  Mary,  1715; 
Ruth,  1717;  Joseph,  1719;  Martha,  1722;  Jeremiah, 
1725 ; Elizabeth,  1728;  and  Solomon,  1731.  The 
father  of  these  children  seemingly  lived  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1711. 

(IV)  Joseph  Southwick,  son  of  Solomon,  was 
born  in  1719,  and  married  in  1738  Mary  Pitman, 
born  in  1722.  Mr.  Southwick  and  his  brother, 
Solomon,  were  admitted  freemen  of  the  Colony 
of  Rhode  Island  in  May,  1759.  Solomon  South- 
wick was  commissary-general  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  for  several  years,  and  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  was  the  publisher  of  the  New- 
;;  port  “Mercury.”  When  the  British  invaded  New- 
^ port  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  city,  and  es- 
i caped  to  Massachusetts.  Joseph  Southwick  was 
j a member  of  the  Sabbatarian  Church  of  Rhode 
V Island.  He  died  Sept.  15,  1780,  and  his  wife  Oct. 
^ 16,  1788.  Their  children  were:  John,  born  in 

1740;  Mary,  1743;  Hannah,  1743;  Catherine, 
i'  1745;  Joseph,  1746;  Josiah,  1748;  Deborah,  1749; 
|j'  and  Jonathan,  1764. 

; (V)  Joseph  Southwick  (2),  son  of  Joseph, 


born  in  1746,  married  (first)  in  1768  Mary  Irish, 
and  for  his  second  wife  married  Susannah  Pitts, 
who  was  born  in  1756.  He  died  June  19,  1829,  and 
Mrs.  Susannah  Southwick  died  Dec.  21,  1839, 
both  attaining  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His 
children,  the  two  first  named  born  to  the  first 
marriage,  and  the  others  to  the  second  marriage 
were:  Josiah,  born  in  1769;  Mary,  born  in  1771; 
Betsey,  born  in  1777;  George  H.,  born  in  1778; 
Sarah,  born  in  1779;  Joseph,  born  in  1780;  Cath- 
erine, born  in  1782;  David,  born  in  1785;  Ruth, 
born  in  1787;  Tiley,  born  in  1790;  Susan,  born  in 
1792;  and  Pitts,  born  in  1795. 

(VI)  Pitts  Southwick,  son  of  Joseph  (2), 
was  born  Oct.  14,  1795,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
there  died  Jan.  7,  1887.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  trade  of  boat-builder,  and  after  following  that 
occupation  some  years  engaged  in  the  business  on 
his  own  account  on  Long  Wharf,  where  he  gave 
employment  to  several  skilled  mechanics.  Here 
he  continued  successfully  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  winning  a reputation  as  a careful 
and  capable  business  man.  As  an  upright,  consci- 
entious, honorable  citizen  he  held  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Early  in  life  Mr. 
Southwick  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  school,  but 
before  the  great  Civil  war,  on  account  of  his  strong 
Abolition  views,  he  became  a stalwart  adherent 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  While 
always  taking  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  public 
matters,  and  always  being  willing  to  lend  his  hand 
and  voice  to  any  measure  which  had  for  its  object 
the  betterment  of  the  community,  he  never  cared 
for  public  preferment.  He  was  for  many  years  an 
active  member  and  devoted  worker  in  the  Fourth 
Baptist  Church,  of  Newport. 

On  Dec.  6,  1816,  Mr.  Southwick  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  Sweet,  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Sweet,  of  Newport,  a descendant  of  one 
of  New  England’s  early-settled  and  time-honored 
families.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southwick  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Phebe,  born  in  1818,  who 
died  in  1875,  unmarried;  and  Samuel  S.,  born  April 
10,  1820.  The  mother  of  these  two  children  died 
July  20,  1822,  in  Newport,  and  Aug.  28,  1824, 
Mr.  Southwick  married  (second)  Mary  (Eldred) 
Comstock,  daughter  of  Benedict  Eldred,  and 
widow  of  Benjamin  Comstock,  of  Newport,  where 
she  was  born  in  1796.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children : Mary,  born  May  12, 
1825,  married  Clark  H.  Burdick,  of  Newport, 
where  they  both  died;  Sarah,  born  June  16,  1827, 
married  Edwin  G.  Angell,  of  Providence,  where 
Mrs.  Angell  passed  away;  Benjamin  P.,  born  Nov. 
14,  1828,  was  a boat-builder  by  trade  and  died  in 
California,  March  20,  1891,  unmarried;  James 

M.  K.  was  born  Nov.  25,  1830;  Cecelia  P.,  born 
Aug.  16,  1832,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Mrs.  Mary  Southwick  died  in  Newport  May  23, 
1879,  aged  eighty-three  years. 

(VII)  Samuel  Sweet  Southwick,  son  of 
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Pitts  and  Sarah  (Sweet)  Southwick,  was  born 
April  10,  1820,  in  Newport.  After  acquiring  his 
early  educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  "native  city,  he  took  up  the  boat-builder’s  trade 
under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  continuing 
with  him  until  the  latter's  death,  in  1887,  after 
which  he  continued  to  conduct  the  business  suc- 
cessfully until  bis  own  death,  July  i,  1896.  Like 
his  father,  iMr.  Southwick  was  careful  and  con- 
servative, in  manner  quiet  and  unostentatious,  but 
withal  genial  and  kind,  winning  hosts  of  warm 
friends.  In  his  death  the  city  lost  an  honored  and 
public-spirited  citizen  and  the  needy  a true-hearted 
friend.  In  his  habits  he  was  domestic,  being 
greatly  devoted  to  bis  home.  He  was  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and,  while  never  an  office  seeker,  was  a power  in 
the  ranks  of  that  organization.  For  many  years, 
until  his  death,  Mr.  Southwick  was  a devoted  mem- 
ber and  stanch  supporter  of  the  Fourth  Baptist 
Church,  of  Newport. 

On  Oct.  26,  1843,  Mr.  Southwick  and  Miss 
Mary  Rose  were  united  in  marriage.  After  her 
death  Mr.  Southwick  married  (second)  Nov.  i, 
1883,  Martha  Townsend  Langley,  daughter  of 
John  B.  and  Martha  C.  Langley,  of  Newport. 
Mr.  Southwick  had  no  children. 

(VTI)  James  M.  K.  Southwick,  son  of  the 
late  Pitts  and  Mary  (Eldred)  (Comstock)  South- 
wick, was  born  Nov.  25,  1830,  in  Newport,  R.  1. 
He  received  his  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  attending  the  same  until  his 
fifteenth  year,  when  he  went  to  work  for  his  father 
in  the  boat-building  establishment.  There  Jie  re- 
mained until  1849,  which  year  he  joined  a com- 
pany composed  of  seventy  men,  nearly  all  residents 
of  Newport,  who  purchased  the  whaling  ship 
“Audley  Clarke,”  in  which  they  set  sail  for  Cali- 
fornia, "by  the  way  of  Cape  Horn.  Arriving  at  their 
destination  after  a long  and  perilous  journey,  the 
men  entered  the  mines,  in  which  Mr.  Southwick 
worked  from  Sept.  4,  1849,  until  1854,  in  April 
of  which  year  he  returned  home  by  way  of  Nica- 
ragua. During  his  stay  in  California  Mr.  South- 
wick’s  mining  ventures  proved  successful,  and  upon 
again  locating  in  Newport  he  possessed  the  capital 
necessary  to  establish  himself  in  the  hardwood 
lumber  business,  as  an  importer,  continuing  in  that 
line  for  a matter  of  two  years.  After  a short  time 
in  the  grocery  business  Mr.  Southwick  embarked 
in  the  ship  chandlery  enterprise,  at  No.  loi 
Thames  street,  which  he  has  continued  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  with  great  success.  In  1874  he  rebuilt 
the  building  at  No.  185  Thames  street,  to  which 
place  his  business  was  removed  and  where  he  has 
since  been  located.  He  also  deals  in  cordage, 
fishing  tackle,  sporting  goods,  and  yachting  and 
ship  supplies  of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  Southwick  is  a member  of  tbe  Newport 
Historical  Society,  having  served  as  vice-president 


of  that  body  for  one  year,  and  was  also  very  in- 
strumental in  raising  the  funds  to  build  the  so- 
ciety’s present  substantial  quarters  on  Touro 
street ; he  served  as  a member  of  tbe  building  com- 
mittee. He  is  a member  of  the  Newport  NMtural 
History  Society  and  of  the  Redwood  Library  and 
Athenaeum.  He  was  one  of  the  original  incor- 
porators of  the  Newport  Realty  Company,  and  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  directors.  In 
1892  Mr.  Southwick  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Brown,  a member  of  the  fish  commission  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  he  served  as  president 
of  that  body  for  a period  of  twelve  years ; he  is 
still  a member  of  the  commission,  of  which  he  is 
now  vice-president.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
stanch  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party  and  as  such  was  chosen  to  serve  his 
native  city  as  a member  of  the  common  council 
in  1855,  when  he  was  but  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
He  also  represented  the  city  of  Newport  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  in  the  session  of 
1874-75.  Mr.  Southwick  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  in  the  Central  Baptist  Church  (now  the 
Second  Baptist)  of  Newport,  to  which  they  give 
their  liberal  support.  JMrs.  Southwick  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ladies’  Benevolent  Society  and  also  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  in  the  work  of  which  she 
has  been  prominent  and  active. 

On  July  21,  1856,  James  M.  K.  Southwick  and 
Mary  A.  Goodspeed  were  united  in  marriage.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  A.  (Carr) 
Goodspeed,  of  Newport,  both  of  whom  w'ere  de- 
scendants of  distinguished  old  New  England 
families.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southwick  have  no  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Southwick  is  one  of  the  most  progressive 
business  men  of  the  city.  Honorable  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  prompt  to  fill  contracts,  he  has 
won  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact,  and  bears  an  enviable  reputation  for 
integrity.  He  is  very  public-spirited  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  Newport’s  representative  citizens. 

HORACE  WALKER  STEERE,  member  of 
the  firm  of  Arnold  & Steere,  manufacturing  jewel- 
ers at  Providence,  and  a successful  self-made  busi- 
ness man,  is  a son  of  Horace  S.  and  Marietta  (Wal- 
ker) Steere,  and  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  John  Steere,  the  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island,  his  lineage  being  traced  back 
through  Horace  S.,  Job,  Deacon  Asa,  Jonah, 
John  and  Samuel. 

Horace  Smith  Steere  is  a venerable  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  of  Glocester  and  a more  complete 
record  of  his  family  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
publication. 

Horace  Walker  Steere  was  born  Nov.  i,  1854, 
in  Glocester,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his 
father,  and  at  an  early  age  manifested  a spirit  of 
self-reliance  that  has  since  shown  itself  to  be  one 
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of  his  chief  characteristics.  He  left  home  at  the 
very  early  age  of  eight  years,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present  has  depended  wholly  upon  himself. 
Until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  worked  at 
farm  labor,  being  employed  on  farms  in  Burrill- 
ville,  R.  1.,  Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  at  Scituate.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  in  the 
towns  where  he  was  employed,  he  working  in  the 
winter  time  for  his  board  so  that  he  could  attend 
school.  While  employed  in  Scituate  he  attended 
the  Lapham  Institute  for  two  or  three  years. 

In  1870  Mr.  Steere  located  in  Providence,  and 
was  employed  on  the  street  railway,  first  as  a 
driver  and  later  as  a conductor,  his  term  of  service 
covering  about  seven  years,  when  he  was  compelled 
to  give  up  work  on  account  of  ill  health.  For  two 
seasons  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Continental 
Steamboat  Company,  first  as  ticket-seller  on  the 
pier  at  Providence,  and  later  looking  after  the  re- 
ceipts of  all  of  their  properties  at  Rocky  Point, 
except  the  hotel  and  theatre.  His  first  experience 
in  the  jewelry  business  was  when  he  represented 
a New  York  importing  house  handling  precious 
stones  among  the  jewelry  manufacturers  of  Provi- 
dence and  vicinity,  which  business  he  followed 
with  much  success  for  several  years.  In  1883  he 
became  a traveling  salesman  for  Ferd  I.  Marcy 
& Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers,  and  remained  in 
their  employ  for  five  years,  until  1888,  when  he 
accepted  a mcye  lucrative  position  as  traveling 
salesman  for  Thomas  F.  Arnold.  Two  years  later 
he  became  a partner  with  one-half  interest,  under 
the  firm  style  of  Arnold  & Steere.  The  business 
of  the  new  firm  increased  very  rapidly,  and  these 
gentlemen  continued  together  until  April  i,  1901, 
when,  because  of  advancing  age,  Mr.  Arnold  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  and  William  H.  Grafton  of 
Providence,  and  Fred  R.  Sheridan,  the  Western 
representative  of  the  company,  were  admitted  as 
partners,  the  name  remaining  unchanged.  They 
are  makers  of  solid  gold  band  and  stone  rings, 
diamond  mountings  and  scarf  pins.  They  have 
an  office  in  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  and  one  at 
Nos.  151-153  Wabash  avenue,  Chicago.  The  firm 
is  widely  known  in  its  line,  and  ranks  among  the 
leading  establishments  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
In  addition  to  his  manufacturing  interests  Mr. 
Steere  is  the  sole  owner  of  a large  wholesale  and 
retail  jewelry  establishment  near  the  corner  of 
Woodward  and  Jefferson  avenues,  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan. 

Mr.  Steere  has  been  twice  married.  On  Oct. 
31,  1875,  at  Pomfret,  Conn.,  he  wedded  Ella  M. 
Butler,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Herbert  A.,  born 
Oct.  20,  1878.  Mr.  Steere  was  married  (sec- 
ond) Aug.  II,  1891,  to  Miss  Hattie  H.  Hanna, 
in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  she  being  the  daughter  of 
James  H.  Hanna,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr.  Steere 
is  a thorough  business  man,  and  his  attention  is  al- 
most wholly  taken  up  with  his  business  affairs. 
He  is  a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  F. 


& A.  M.,  Providence  Chapter,  and  Providence 
Council.  Beyond  the  casting  of  his  vote  he  takes 
little  interest  in  political  affairs. 

GLADDING-GREENE.  The  Gladding  family 
of  Bristol  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  that  ancient  town, 
the  forerunner  of  the  name  coming  to  the  settle- 
ment in  time  to  attend  the  first  town  meeting,  at 
which  the  name  the  town  has  borne  was  given  it 
and  its  first  inhabitants  admitted  to  citizenship.  This 
was  two  centuries  and  more  ago.  John  Gladding 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town,  and  his  pos- 
terity, now  among  the  most  substantial  men  and 
women  of  the  community,  have  since  in  turn  through 
the  intervening  generations  sustained  a worthy  and 
honorable  connection  with  the  town  annals.  The 
family,  too,  has  allied  itself  by  marriage  with  some 
of  the  first  families  of  Rhode  Island,  the  branch 
under  consideration  notably  with  the  Greenes  and 
Wardwells,  the  former  family  giving  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Colony  two  governors,  to  the  army  of  the 
Revolution  Maj.-Gen.  Nathanael  Greene;  and  the 
latter  family  (Wardwell)  has  been  long  most  hon- 
orably identified  with  Bristol’s  history,  one  of  its 
conspicuous  sons  being  Hon.  \v  illiam  T.  C.  Ward- 
well,  former  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

This  article,  however,  is  to  deal  only  with  the 
families  and  lineage  of  the  present  Capt.  John  A.  C. 
Gladding,  long  a leading  business  man  and  sub- 
stantial citizen  of  the  town,  and  as  well  his  sons. 
John  A.  C.  Gladding  in  the  paternal  line  is  a de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Glad- 
ding, one  of  the  founders  of  Bristol,  through  John 
(2),  John  (3),  John  (4),  John  (5),  Capt.  Samuel 
and  Capt.  Richard  S.  Gladding;  and  his  wife  is  de- 
scended from  Surgeon  John  Greene,  of  ancient  and 
honorable  English  lineage  and  himself  one  of  the 
conspicuous  characters  in  Rhode  Island  history,  who 
came  to  the  American  Colonies  in  1635,  through 
James,  Jabez,  Rufus,  Sergeant  Joseph  and  Joseph. 
These  generations  in  detail  and  in  the  order  named, 
respectively,  follow. 

(I)  John  Glading  (Gladding)  is  of  record  at 
Newbury,  Mass.,  in  1666,  as  marrying  on  July  17th 
of  that  year,  Elizabeth  Rogers,  and  their  children 
of  record  in  Newbury  were ; Susanna,  born  Oct.  6, 
1668;  John,  Oct.  II,  1670;  William,  July  25,  1673; 
Elizabeth,  Sept.  15,  1676;  Mary,  Jan.  14,  1679;  and 
Hannah,  Nov.  8,  1681. 

Additional  children,  of  record  in  Bristol,  of  John 
Gladding  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  were:  Joshua, 
born  May  6,  1685  ; Daniel,  Nov.  8,  1687 ; and  Sarah, 
Nov.  20,  1691. 

Mr.  Gladding  is  found  at  Bristol,  R.  L,  in  at- 
tendance at  the  first  town  meeting,  held  Sept,  i, 
1681,  at  which  time  the  name  Bristol  was  given  to 
the  settlement,  and  at  which  meeting  seventy-six 
persons,  Mr.  Gladding  included,  were  admitted  as 
citizens  by  the  four  proprietors,  John  Walley,  Na- 
thaniel Oliver,  Nathaniel  Byfield  and  Stephen  Bur- 
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ton,  who  purchased  of  New  Plymouth  Colony  in  the 
year  1080  said  town  of  Bristol,  for  eleven  hundred 
pounds.  According  to  family  manuscript,  Air. 
Gladding  died  April  27,  172O,  aged  eighty-four 
years. 

(If)  John  Gladding  (2),  born  Oct.  ii,  1670, 
married,  Oct.  31,  1692,  Alice  Warded,  who  was  born 
Dec.  27,  1670,  daughter  of  Uzell  Wardell,  the  latter 
being  one  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  first 
meeting  of  the  town  of  Bristol  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing.  Their  children  were:  Alary,  born  Nov. 
30,  1693;  John,  Sept.  8,  1694;  William,  Oct.  13, 
1698;  Jonathan,  Jan.  5,  1700-01;  Ebenezer,  Dec.  8, 
1702;  Joseph,  Oct.  2,  1704;  Alice,  Alarch  24,  1706; 
Elizabeth,  Sept.  13,  1708;  Nathaniel,  Dec.  16,  1709; 
Sarah  (died  Alay  27,  1712,  aged  eight  days)  ; and 
Sarah  (2),  Alay  2,  1715.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  Alarch  3,  1720. 

(III)  John  Gladding  (3),  born  Sept.  8,  1694, 
married,  July  12,  1716,  Alartha  Smith,  daughter  of 
Richard  Smith,  the  first  recording  town  clerk  of 
Bristol,  \<ho  was  born  in  London,  England,  came  to 
Boston  in'  1673,  Nov.  9,  1680,  removed  to  Bris- 
tol. The  children  of  John  Gladding  and  wife  were: 
John,  born  June  30,  1717;  Charles,  June  10,  1719; 
Daniel,  Alay  20,  1721;  Alartha,  April  10,  1723; 
George,  Alarch  29,  1724-25 ; Samuel,  Alarch  25, 
1728;  Phebe,  Aug.  21,  1730;  and  Alary,  Aug.  23, 
1732. 

(IV)  John  Gladding  (4),  born  June  30,  1717, 
married  (first)  Alary  Drown,  who  died  April  14, 
1759,  aged  forty  years,  and  he  married  (second). 
Sept.  6,  1759,  Hannah  Short.  Air.  Gladding  was  a 
seafaring  man,  a master  and  owner  of  ships.  He 
worked  when  not  at  sea  at  shoemaking.  His  place 
of  residence  was  on  Bradford  street.  He  kept 
something  of  a diary  and  in  it  are  found  some  in- 
teresting facts  of  Bristol  during  the  Revolution. 
On  Aug.  25,  1775,  he  was  made  a prisoner  by  the 
British  commander,  Colonel  Wallace,  and  was  con- 
fined on  the  ship  “Pant”  for  three  days ; and  it  is  set 
forth  in  tlie  diary  that  Wallace  took  from  him  about 
thirteen  cords  of  wood.  Captain  Gladding  died 
Nov.  8,  1785,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  His  children 
were:  John  (born  Jan.  3,  1739-40),  Josiah,  Peter, 
Alartha,  Daniel  (baptized  Dec.  20,  1747),  Alartha 
(2),  Alary,  Solomon,  and  Joshua,  all  except  the 
first  named  baptized  between  1741  and  1757. 

(V)  John  Gladding  (5),  born  Jan.  3,  1739, 
married.  Sept.  17,  1761,  Lucretia  Smith.  A'lr. 
Gladding  was  famous  as  a boat-builder,  the  boats  of 
his  construction  gaining  great  notoriety  for  speed 
as  sailors.  His  boat  shop  was  on  the  same  lot  as 
his  dwelling  on  Constitution  street,  Bristol.  His  wife 
Lucretia  died  Alay  5,  1813,  in  the  seventieth  year  of 
her  age.  Air.  Gladding  died  Sept.  25,  1820.  Their 
children  were:  John,  born  Nov.  10,  1762;  Hannah, 
Aug.  27,  1764;  Lucretia,  July  25,  1766;  Samuel, 
April  4,  1768;  Richard,  Alay  8,  1770;  Benjamin; 
Polly;  Richard  (2);  Rebecca;  Sarah;  Lucretia; 


Ezra;  Josiah;  Polly  (2)  ; Joseph;  Timothy;  Susan; 
John;  and  Daniel. 

(VI)  Capt.  Samuel  Gladding,  born  April  4, 
1768,  married,  in  1789,  Charlotte  Ingraham,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  and  Alary  (Richmond)  Ingraham. 
Captain  Gladding  was  a ship  owner,  and  also  a mer- 
chant, residing  at  Bristol.  His  children  were : 
Eunice  B.,  born  Oct.  12,  1789;  Allen  L,  Aug.  16, 
1791;  Samuel,  Feb.  22,  1794;  Richard  Smith,  Feb. 
25,  1796;  John,  Alay  8,  1798;  Edmond,  Oct.  2,  1800; 
Gilbert  R.,  Alarch  4,  1802;  Samuel  (2),  July  28, 
1804;  Alartha  J.,  Sept.  7,  1806;  and  Alary  I.,  Sept. 
14,  1808.  Capt.  Samuel  Gladding  died  Dec.  14, 
1813,  aged  forty-five  years,  and  his  widow  Char- 
lotte passed  away  Nov.  5,  1836,  aged  sixty-nine 
years. 

(VH)  Capt.  Richard  Smith  Gladding,  son  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Gladding  and  Charlotte  (Ingraham), 
was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Feb.  25,  1796,  and  there 
died  Sept.  12,  1880.  He  was  the  fourth  in  a family 
of  ten  children.  He  received  his  education  in  his 
native  town.  Richard  Smith,  for  whom  he  was 
named  and  from  whom  he  descended  in  a direct 
line,  was  the  first  recording  town  clerk  for  the  town 
of  Bristol.  Previous  to  his  occupancy  of  this  office 
there  was  one  other  incumbent,  who,  being  without 
pen,  ink  or  paper,  was  unable  to  keep  any  records 
of  the  town,  and  this  explains  the  reason  why  Rich- 
ard Smith  is  mentionea  as  the  first  recording  town 
clerk.  Captain  Gladding,  like  his  father  before  him, 
owned  and  commanded  several  vessels,  and  for 
many  years  during  his  active  life  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  business  between  Providence, 
New  York  and  Albany,  as  well  as  other  places  along 
the  coast.  He  also  made  some  foreign  voyages. 
Captain  Gladding  was  a man  of  good  principles, 
square  and  upright  in  all  of  his  dealings,  and  com- 
manded the  uttermost  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Although  he  seemed  somewhat 
stern  in  his  manner  he  was  always  kind-hearted 
and  ver}  sympathetic.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Republican. 

On  Alay  15,  1815,  he  married  Alartha  Diman 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  L,  Dec.  ii,  1797. 
and  died  Jan.  21,  1888.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Nancy  (Titus)  Clark.  In  her  day,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  there  was  not  a person  in  the  town  more 
beloved  and  respected  than  “Aunt  Patty”  Gladding, 
as  she  was  called  by  everybody,  and  the  name  by 
which  she  was  most  familiarly  known.  In  those 
days  trained  nurses  were  out  of  the  question,  con- 
sequently in  times  of  sickness  she  was  called  upon 
very  frequently,  not  by  her  friends  alone  but  by  phy- 
sicians as  well.  She  was  ever  ready  to  respond 
without  compensation  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  town, 
at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  to  administer  to  the 
wants  of  and  care  for  the  sick ; thus  her  experience 
was  very  great  and  useful,  as  well  as  practical.  She 
was  a woman  of  considerable  energ}q  her  house  was 
never  lonesome,  and  it  did  not  seem  to  matter  how 
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many  came — there  was  always  plenty  of  room  for 
her  friends  and  a hearty  welcome.  Her  generosity 
knew  no  bounds,  and  there  was  alway-s  room  at  her 
table  for  all  who  wanted  to  come  and  partake  of  her 
hospitality.  Her  heart  was  big  enough  for  all.  bhe 
was  quick-witted,  mirthful,  and  enjoyed  a good 
joke.  She  was  kind-hearted,  sympathetic,  and  al- 
ways had  a smile  for  everybody.  As  her  h'c\me  was 
situated  next  to  the  primary  school  she  caipe  in  con- 
tact more  or  less  with  the  children  as  w-ell  as  the 
teachers,  and  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  the 
latter,  in  the  case  of  a stormy  day  when  it  was  not 
advisable  to  go  home,  to  be  remembered  by  a share 
from  her  table.  There  are  not  a few  of  the  pupils, 
many  of  whom  have  left  town,  who  remember  how 
they  fully  appreciated  Aunt  Patty's  cookies  and 
doughnuts.  No  doubt  the  children  in  those  days 
were  much  the  same  as  those  of  the  present,  for 
sometimes,  when  they  were  more  or  less  naughty, 
they  had  to  be  reprimanded,  and  it  was  not  an  un- 
common thing  for  such  matters  to  be  brought  in 
some  way  or  other  to  Aunt  Patty's  attention.  Her 
disposition  generally  was  to  favor  the  children,  and 
they  always  found  in  her  a true  friend  and  sympa- 
thizer. Her  family  consisted  of  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  of  whom  lived  to  grow  up  and  marry. 
(Jf  them  we  have  the  following  record : 

(i)  Allen  Ingraham  Gladding,  born  Dec.  3, 
1815,  went  to  California  in  1849,  ^^er  afterward 
made  his  home  there,  dying  Feb.  21,  1889.  On  Jan. 
16,  1840,  he  married  Abby  Madison  Brown,  who  is 
also  deceased.  They  had  nine  children : Sarah, 
born  Nov.  6,  1841,  who  is  deceased;  Allen  I.,  born 
Oct.  28,  1843,  who  died  in  his  twenty-third  year; 
Abby.M.,  bom  Oct.  5,  1845,  deceased;  Will- 

iam F.,  born  Oct.  20,  1847;  Henry  C.,  born  Oct.  20, 
1847,  who  is  deceased ; Sarah  E. ; Theodore  O.,  born 
July  15,  1855;  Charles  B.,  born  July  7,  1858;  and 
Richard  Smith,  born  July  18,  1862,  who  is  deceased. 

(2)  William  Robinson  Cladding,  born  Feb.  16, 
1818,  died  May  20,  1871.  He  was  blind  for  many 
years,  losing  his  sight  through  an  accident,  while 
working  at  his  trade,  that  of  boilermaker,  in  Provi- 
dence. He  married  Susan  Tanner,  who  is  deceased, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Susan  D.,  born  in  1853,  who 
married  Joseph  W.  Creene.  (3)  Charles  Bindley 
Cladding,  born  Aug.  5,  1820,  moved  to  California 
with  his  family,  who  still  reside  there.  He  died 
several  years  ago.  He  married  Lydia  Sniith,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Lydia  N.  and  Charles  F. 
(4)  Martha  Elizabeth  Gladding,. born  Jan.  25,  1823, 
first  married  James  Waldron,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  Caleb  Arnold  Carr,  who  is  also 
deceased.  By  the  first  union  there  was  one  child, 
James,  and  by  the  second  two  children,  ^George  H. 
and  Theodore  O.  i\Irs.  Carr  is  deceased.  (5) 
John  Andros  Crossman  Gladding,  born  Sept,  i, 
1825,  died  June  27,  1905.  On  July  23.  1849,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Greene,  and  their  family  is  men- 
tioned further  on.  (6)  Samuel  Gladding,  born  Feb. 
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6,  1828,  married  (first)  Abby  Sweet,  who  is  de- 
ceased, and  (second)  Mrs.  Susan  Helen  Anthony. 
1 here  were  three  children  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
Samuel  Richard.,Arnold  and  Abby,  and  two  by  the 
second,  William  F.  and  Abby.  (7)  Theodore  Or- 
man Gladding,  born  Sept.  14,  1830,  died  Jan.  24, 
i853>  o’"*  board  the  steamship  "Oregon,”  in  the  Pac- 
ific ocean,  and  was  buried  at  sea.  He  was  on  his 
way  to  California  with  his  brother  Samuel.  He 
married  Abby  Ann  Coggeshall,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, and  they  had  one  son,  Charles  A.  (8) 
Henry  Diman  Cladding,  born  Oct.  27,  1833,  mar- 
ried Abby  trances  Luther,  and  they  had  one  child, 
George  E.  (9)  George  Taylor  Gladding,  born  Oct. 
8,  1836,  was  married  Jan.  8,  1868,  to  Susan  Eliza- 
beth Card  ; they  had  no  children. 

(\  HI)  Capt.  John  A.  C.  Gladding,  born  Sept. 
I,  1825,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  was  married  there  July  23, 
1849,  Rev.  James  W.  Cooke,  to  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Floyd)  Greene.  To  them 
came  children  as  follows ; 

(1)  Leonora  Frances,  born  April  10,  1850, 
died  May  25,  1903.  She  married,  Nov.  24,  1874, 
Hon.  William  T.  C.  Wardwell,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and 
their  children  are ; Hezekiah  Church,  born  Nov. 
23,  1876;  Elizabeth  Uzelle,  July  16,  1878;  yiar- 
guerite,  June  22,  1882. 

(2)  Frederic  Fillmore  Gl.\dding,  born  July 
14,  1851,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  began  his  business  career  as  an  office  boy,  in 
1865,  with  the  National  Rubber  Company  of  his 
native  town.  He  remained  with  that  company  until 
1872,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
Hon.  William  T.  C.  Wardwell  and  held  a business 
connection  with  him.  In  1885,  when  the  company 
was  formed,  he  entered  the  Wardwell  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Bristol,  of  which  Governor  Wardwell  is 
president,  and  he  secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr. 
Gladding  is  one  of  the  active  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  Bristol.  He  has  served  the  community 
as  a member  of  the  town  council.  He  is  a vestry- 
man and  the  clerk  of  St.  yiichael’s  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Bristol.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Church- 
men’s Club  of  Rhode  Island. 

(3)  Mary  Greene,  born  Feb.  4,  1853,  died 

April  7,  1883.  She  married  James  P.  Lyons,  Aug. 

17,  1881,  and  they  had  a son,  William  Frederic,  born 
March  28,  1883,  who  died  June  9,  1883. 

(4)  Richard  Smith  Gladding,  born  Sept.  19, 
1855,  recently  removed  to  Beverly,  Mass.,  where  he 
carries  on  the  tinsmith  and  plumbing  business.  He 
married,  July  15,  1886,  Annie  M.  yiahnken,  and 
their  children  are  : Katherine  Elizabeth,  born  iMarch 

18,  1888;  Helen  Lavinia,  born  June  19,  1893;  Dor- 
othy W'ar dwell,  born  Oct.  29,  1891,  who  died  Aug. 
1,  1892  ; and  Richard  Smith,  born  April  2,  1899. 

(5)  Theodore  Orman  Gladding,  born  Sept.  17, 
1857,  succeeds  his  father  in  the  wholesale  planting 
and  raising  of  oysters. 
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(6)  Helen  Vernon,  born  Feb.  10,  1864,  mar- 
ried, June  17,  1885,  James  Finley  Canfield,  and  they 
had  two  children;  John  Gladding,  born  July  21, 
1886;  and  Margaret  Caldwell,  born  Nov.  17,  1891, 
who  died  Jan.  20,  1893.  For  her  second  husband 
she  married  Albert  L.  Calder  2d,  a cotton  broker 
and  manufacturer  of  Providence,  Aug.  4,  1903. 

(7)  Wilhelmina  Everett,  born  Jan.  17,  1868, 
married,  Jan.  31,  1893,  William  R.  .Babcock,  a 
wholesale  merchant  of  Providence,  who  was  born 
May  7,  1854,  son  of  John  R.  Babcock  and  Eliza  (Al- 
ger). They  have  two  children:  Mary  Floyd,  born 
March  29,  1894;  and  Wilhelmina  Russell,  born  Aug. 
23,  1895. 

John  A.  C.  Gladding  received  his  education  in 
his  native  town,  and  in  early  life  accompanied  his 
father,  wiio  owned  and  commanded  a vessel  in  the 
coasting  business  between  Providence,  New  York 
and  Albany.  He  participated  in  the  Dorr  war,  as 
a volunteer  from  Bristol,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  William  R.  Taylor,  and  later  joined  a company 
known  as  the  ‘‘Sea  Fencibles,”  of  Providence,  which 
was  largely  composed  of  sailors.  At  this  time  he 
was  employed  in  the  Fairbanks  Boiler  Shop  at  India 
Point,  Providence.  About  the  year  1845  he  com- 
manded a vessel  and  did  a coasting  business,  like 
his  father  before  him,  between  Providence,  New 
York  and  Albany,  as  well  as  other  ports  along  the 
•coast.  Captain  Gladding  continued  in  the  coasting 
business  until  1853,  when  he  moved  to  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  employed  as  head  brakeman  on 
the  Hudson  River  railroad.  In  1856  he  moved  back 
to  his  native  town,  where  he  carried  on  the  teaming 
business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
1861,  at  which  time  he  held  a commission  as  major 
in  the  Bristol  Train  of  Artillery.  He  was  also  at 
that  time  appointed  by  the  State  a recruiting  officer 
for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  volunteers  for  the  war, 
the  result  of  which  was  the  enlistment  of  eighteen 
recruits,  who,  together  with  himself,  formed  a 
part  of  Company  K,  4th  Regiment,  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers,  in  which  Captain  Gladding  was  ap- 
pointed a sergeant.  He  was  with  General  Burnside 
in  his  expedition  to  North  Carofina  and  took  active 
part  in  the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island  and  Fort 
Macon,  and  was  detailed  by  General  Burnside  to 
accompany,  by  vessel,  to  the  hospitals  in  the  North 
a company  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  Al- 
though he  enlisted  for  three  years,  after  serving 
fourteen  months  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service,  Nov.  3,  1862,  by  surgeon’s  certificate,  on 
account  of  disabilities.  As  soon  as  his  health  would 
permit  after  leaving  the  service  he  engaged  in  a 
boating  and  fishing  business  until  1865,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  kept  and  maintained  a lightship  on 
Hog  Island  shoals,  in  Narragansett  Bay,  for  the 
Old  Colony  Steamboat  Company,  until  a lightship 
was  placed  there  by  the  United  States  Government. 

In  1870  the  Ca])tain  opened  a restaurant  and  ice 
cream  saloon  in  Bristol  and  did  most  of  the  catering 
for  the  town,  his  chowders  and  clambakes  being 


famous.  He  was  called  upon  quite  frequently  by 
Gen.  Burnside,  who  entertained  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant 
and  many  other  distinguished  guests  with  his  clam- 
bakes, chowders,  etc.  About  1880  he  engaged  in 
the  planting  and  raising  of  oysters,  his  oyster  beds 
being  situated  in  the  Kickamuit  and  Providence 
rivers,  in  Rhode  Island ; from  these  beds  many  of 
the  large  houses  in  New  York  and  Boston  are  sup- 
plied with  the  celebrated  “King  Philip”  oysters.  In 
his  later  years  he  continued  with  his  son,  Theodore 
O.  Gladding,  to  carry  on  the  wholesale  oyster  busi- 
ness. 

Captain  Gladding  held  several  minor  offices  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  a member  and  officer  of 
Babbitt  Post,  No.  15,  G.  A.  R.  He  was  a man  of 
many  capabilities,  in  times  of  emergency  quick  to 
grasp  the  situation,  possessed  of  very  good  judg- 
ment, very  generous,  and  ever  ready  and  willing  to 
go  out  of  his  way  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  to 
do  a kind  act.  He  was  a most  excellent  gardener  and 
dear  lover  of  fiowers,  and  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty, 
for  a man  of  his  years,  enjoyed  a remarkable  de- 
gree of  good  health  until  shortly  before  his  death. 
He  marched  in  line  with  his  regiment  in  Providence 
on  battle-flag  day,  Oct.  17,  1903,  over  the  whole 
route,  when  the  old  battle-flags  were  transferred 
from  the  old  to  the  new  Statehouse.  His  loyalty  to 
and  interest  in  G.  A.  R.  affairs  many  times  caused 
him  to  go  beyond  his  strength,  as  was  the  case  at 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.  held  in 
Boston  in  1904  when,  against  the  advice  of  his  com- 
rades and  friends,  he  took  his  place  in  the  line,  in 
which  he  made  his  last  march.  Overcome  and  ex- 
hausted by  the  fatigue  and  heat,  he  was  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  ranks  and  was  taken  to  a drug,  store 
near  by,  where  he  received  the  necessary  treatment, 
and  for  a while  he  seemed  to  rally  from  the  ex- 
haustion, but  the  improvement  was  temporary  only 
and  he  gradually  failed  in  health  until  the  27th  of 
June,  1905,  when  he  passed  away,  having  almost 
reached  the  age  of  four-score  years. 


(I)  John  Greene,  an  English  surgeon,  son  of 
Richard  and  Mary  (Hooker)  Greene,  grandson  of 
Richard  Greene  and  great-grandson  of  Robert 
Greene,  was  born  on  iiis  father’s  estate  at  Bow- 
ridge  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Gillingham,  County  of 
Dorset,  England,  about  1590.  His  forefathers  had 
been  residents  of  Bowridge  Hill  for  nearly  an  hun- 
dred years  before  him,  and  Robert  Greene,  it  seems 
probable,  was  descended  from  a younger  branch  of 
the  powerful  and  wealthy  family  of  Greenes  of 
Northamptonshire.  This  surgeon,  John  Greene, 
had  early  removed  to  Sarum  (Salisbury),  the  county 
town  of  Wiltshire,  where,  at  St.  Thomas’s  Church, 
Nov.  4,  1619,  he  was  married  to  Joanne  Tattershall, 
who  was  the  mother  of  all  his  children,  seven  in 
number,  and  all  of  whom  were  baptized  at  St. 
Thomas’s  Church.  Mr.  Greene  here  lived  and  fol- 
lowed his  profession  for  sixteen  years,  when,  in 
1635,  with  his  wife  and  six  children,  he  sailed  in 
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the  ship  “James”  for  New  England,  and  arrived  in 
Boston  June  3d  of  that  year.  He  first  settled  at 
Salem,  where  he  was  associated  with  Roger  Will- 
iams and  where  he  purchased  or  built  a house,  but 
soon  after  Mr.  Williams’  flight  from  Salem  (1636) 
he  sold  it,  joined  Williams  at  Providence  and  se- 
cured his  home  lot.  No.  15,  on  the  Main  street. 
Surgeon  Greene  was  one  of  the  eleven  men  baptized 
by  Roger  Williams  and  one  of  the  twelve  original 
members  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  on  the  conti- 
nent, organized  at  Providence,  R.  I.  He  was  the 
first  professional  medical  man  in  Providence  Plan- 
tations. Mrs.  Joanne  Greene  died  soon  after  the 
family’s  removal  to  Rhode  Island,  and  Surgeon 
Greene  married  (second)  Alice  Daniels,  a widow, 
and  in  1642-43  they  removed  to  Warwick,  R.  I. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  Alice,  he  married  (third) 
in  London,  England,  about  1644,  Phillipa,  who  re- 
turned with  him  to  Warwick,  R.  I.,  in  1646.  The 
third  Mrs.  Greene  died  March  ii,  1687,  in  War- 
wick. I , 

Surgeon  Greene  made  the  first  purchase  by  the 
English  of  land  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  to  whom  was 
deeded  the  tract  of  land  (700  acres)  Oct.  ii,  1642, 
called  Occupasuetuxet  by  the  chief  sachem  of  the 
Narragansetts  and  the  local  sachem  of  Pawtuxet, 
and  upon  it  was  an  actual  resident  in  September, 
1644,  and  his  family  held  it  for  140  and  more  years, 
when  it  was  sold,  Oct.  6,  1782,  by  his  great-great- 
grandchildren.  Surgeon  Greene  was  a prominent 
man  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  and  the  Colony 
and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  as- 
sociates through  a long  and  active  political  life, 
holding  office  almost  continuously  until  the  summer 
before  his  death,  when  he  declined  to  accept  the 
office  of  commissioner.  He  died  and  was  buried  at 
Conimicut,  Warwick,  the  first  week  in  January, 
1659.  His  issue  were:  John,  Peter,  Richard,  James, 
Thomas,  Joan  and  Mary. 

(II)  James  Greene,  “of  Potowomut,”  baptized 
June  21,  1626,  came  to  New  England  with  his  par- 
ents. He  married  (first)  about  1658  Deliverance, 
born  in  1637,  daughter  of  Robert  Potter  and  wife 
Isabel.  (Robert  Potter  was  the  ancestor  of  Bishop 
Potter  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania).  She  died 
in  1664,  and  he  married  (second)  Aug.  3,  1665, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Susannah  An- 
thony, of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  She  died  in  1698. 
James  Greene  was  made  a freeman  of  Warwick 
and  Providence  Plantations  in  1647  resided  at 
Old  Warwick.  He  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony,  being  commissioner  un- 
der the  first  charter  and  deputy  and  assistant  under 
the  second  (1663)  for  ten  years  between  1660  and 
1675.  He  was  considered  a man  of  much  practical 
sagacity.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  war, 
1675-76,  the  inhabitants  of  Warwick  left  the  town 
and  Mr.  Greene  fled  to  Portsmouth,  and  in  1684, 
having  made  purchases  of  Warwick  land,  he  re- 
moved to  Potowomut,  where  was  an  ancient  mill, 
and  built  his  home  on  the  hill  near  the  west  bank 


of  the  river,  overlooking  the  beautiful  lake  which 
furnished  the  waterpower  for  the  forge  which  his 
grandsons  (sons  of  Jabez)  established  for  making 
anchors  and  other  forms  of  iron  work.  This  be- 
came a notable  industry  in  Colonial  times  and  in  the 
early  days  of  the  republic.  The  interests  of  the 
forge  “were  enhanced  by  the  revival  after  peace  ex- 
isted between  England  and  her  emancipated  Colo- 
nies, and  this  became  the  pioneer  of  the  more  ex- 
tensive works  on  the  Pawtuxet  river,  near  the 
Western  border  of  Warwick,  known  as  ‘the 
Forge.’  ” The  place  at  Potowomut,  where  James 
Greene  resided  until  his  death,  was  the  birthplace 
of  his  great-grandson,  the  highly  distinguished  Na- 
thanael Greene  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  the 
residence  of  his  descendants  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years.  He  died  “at  his  mansion  in  Poto- 
womut,” April  27,  1698,  in  the  seventy-second  year 
of  his  age.  The  issue  of  the  first  marriage  of 
James  Greene  were:  James,  Mary,  Elisha  and 
Sarah ; and  of  the  second  marriage : Peter,  Eliza- 
beth, John,  Jabez,  David,  John  and  Susanna. 

(III)  Jabez  Greene,  “of  Potowomut,”  born  Nov. 
17,  1673,  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  married  (first) 
March  17,  1697-98,  Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Susanna  (Gorton)  Barton,  and  granddaughter 
of  the  Warwick  pioneer,  Samuel  Gorton.  She  died 
March  6,  1712-13,  and  he  married  (second)  May 
23,  1716,  Grace,  daughter  of  Valentine  Whitman,  of 
Providence.  Mr.  Greene  inherited  and  resided  at 
the  Potowomut  homestead.  He  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  Warwick  May  5,  1696.  He  was  a 
Quaker  and  a meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  is 
of  record  as  held  at  his  house  Dec.  3,  1699.  He  in- 
herited also  the  forge  at  Potowomut,  where  his 
six  sons  and  his  grandchildren  carried  on  the  suc- 
cessful industry  of  manufacturing  anchors  and  other 
iron  work  as  late  as  1820.  Jabez  Greene  was  grand- 
father of  the  distinguished  Major-Gen.  Nathanael 
Greene.  The  issue  of  the  first  marriage  were : 
James,  Benjamin,  Jabez,  Nathaniel,  John  and  Ru- 
fus ; and  of  the  second : Mary. 

(IV)  Rufus  Greene  “of  E.  Greenwich,”  born 
June  2,  1712,  married  at  East  Greenwich,  March 
13,  1735,  Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  Russell,  of 
Dartmouth,  Mass.  Mr.  Greene  was  made  a free- 
man in  February,  1735.  He  was  interested  with  his 
father  in  iron  manufacturing  and  was  engaged  also 
in  mercantile  business.  He  resided  in  East  Green- 
wich. Mrs.  Greene  died  Sept.  30,  1770,  and  Mr. 
Greene  passed  away  Dec.  ii,  1784.  Their  issue 
were : Abraham,  Russell,  Phebe,  Mary,  Joseph,  Ru- 
fus, William,  Caleb,  Charles,  Stephen,  Martha, 
Jonathan,  David  and  Martha. 

(V)  Sergeant  Joseph  Greene,  born  March  20, 
1745,  was  a rope  manufacturer.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Revolution  Joseph  Greene  entered 

. the  service  and  during  the  war  rendered  twenty- 
two  months’  and  twenty-seven  days’  actual  service. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Kentish  Guards  and  was 
a sergeant  in  Colonel  Fry’s  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
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ineiit.  Hr.  Greene  died  iMarch  25,  1825,  in  his 
eighty-first  year.  On  Sept,  y,  1770,  he  married 
Patience,  daughter  of  Caleb  Sheffield,  and  Airs. 
Greene  passed  away  .April  20,  1839,  in  her  ninety- 
third  year.  Their  children  were  : Barnabas,  born 
Nov.  2.  1771,  who  married  Alary  \\  eeden,  a widow; 
Samuel,  born  Alay  23,  1774;  Lydia,  born  Feb.  27, 
1776,  who  married  James  Sweet;  Susan  (or  Su- 
sannah), born  July  4,  177^)  who  died  Alay  17, 
1858;  Alary,  born  June  8,  1780;  Joseph,  horn  Dec. 

19,  1781,  who  married  Alary  Floyd;  Catherine, 
born  Alay  28,  1783,  who  married  Augustus  Gardi- 
ner; Sarah,  born  Oct.  31,  1785  ; and  Eliza,  who 
married  James  Aliller. 

(\T)  Joseph  Greene  (2),  born  Dec.  19,  1781, 
was,  like  his  father  before  him,  a rope  manufac- 
turer, and  owned  a rope  walk.  In  1808  he  married 
Alary  Floyd,  of  Needham,  Alass.,  who  was  born 
Feb.  17,  1790,  daughter  of  Philip  Floyd,  who  mar- 
ried Airs.  Deborah  Ware ; they  were  of  Needham. 
She  died  Jan.  7,  1845,  Last  Greenwich,  R.  1. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  Lydia  French,  born 
Feb.  5,  1812,  died  Nov.  12,  1893.  She  was  married 
July  20,  1831,  to  William  F.  Dawley,  who  was  born 
Feb.  5,  1807.  They  had  five  children,  born  as  fol- 
lows: Henry  G.,  Aug.  22,  1833;  Alary  E.,  1839; 
William  E.,  Alay  4,  1841  ; Franklin  A.,  .April  29, 
1844;  and  Charles  F.,  September,  1847.  (2)  Wil- 

liam Charles,  born  Jan.  22,  1815,  died  Sept.  25,  1877. 
He  married  Eliza  Gorton,  and  their  children  were 
born  as  follows:  Charles, -Jan.  23,  1839;  William 
Edwin,  Jan.  19,  1840;  Annie  Alore,  Dec.  23,  1842; 
James  Albert,  Jan.  28,  184—;  Benjamin  Floyd, 
Aug.  17,  1845  ; Sarah  E.,  Oct.  25,  1852 : William  T., 
July  25,  1^55-  (3)  Augustus  Gardiner,  born  Oct. 

5,  1819,  married  Elizabeth  Bentley  Greene,  and 
they  had  four  children.  Alary  C.,  Abby  H.,  George 
and  Frederick  R.  (4)  Deborah  Floyd,  born  Alarch 

20,  1822,  died  June  27,  1898.  On  Nov.  17,  1845, 

she  married  Benjamin  Lewis  W'aldron,  who  was 
born  Oct.  9,  1823,  and  died  Alay  ii,  i860.  He  was 
burned  to  death  in  James  DeW'olf's  house  fire.  They 
had  five  children,  born  as  follows : Lewis  Floyd, 
April  2,  1847;  Elizabeth  Barton,  Alay  27,  1849; 
Lewis  Bradford,  Sept.  7,  1856;  Ella  Greene,  Dec. 
24,  1858;  Ida  Leonard,  Dec.  24,  1858.  (5)  Sarah 

Smith,  born  Sept.  19,  1824,  died  Alay  20,  1848. 
(6)  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  17,  1829,  became  the  wife 
of  John  A.  C.  Gladding,  and  is  mentioned  at  length 
further  on.  (7)  Joseph  Edwin,  born  in  1831,  married 
Celia  V.  Hatch,  and  lx)th  died  of  yellow  fever  and 
are  buried  together  at  Galveston,  Texas.  They  left 
two  sons. 

(VH ) Elizabeth  Greene,  born  Nov.  17,  1829,  in 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  married  July  23,  1849,  Jofiu 
A.  C.  Gladding,  of  Bristol,  R.  1.  She  received  her 
education  in  her  native  town.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  upon  the  death  of  her  mother,  she  went  to 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  where  she  made  her  home  with  her 
elder  sister,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  she 
became  the  wife  of  John  A.  C.  Gladding,  who  at 


the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  en- 
listed as  a volunteer  in  Company  K,  4th  Rhode  Is- 
land Regiment,  to  go  to  the  war.  Consequently, 
Airs.  Gladding  was  left  alone  with  five  small  help- 
less children,  without  any  one  to  help  share  those 
responsibilities  which  to  her  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years  was  a problem  of  no  trifling  moment.  Air. 
Ciladding  received  for  his  service  in  the  army  the 
small  sum  of  seventeen  dollars  per  month,  and  this 
was  the  sole  dependence  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
family,  which  in  those  days  of  extremely  high  prices 
was  no  flattering  proposition.  However,  with  the 
assistance  of  a kind  Providence,  she  bravely  and 
cheerfully  accepted  her  situation  without  a mur- 
mur. Fully  realizing  her  responsibilities,  she  was 
obliged  to  make  the  most  of  her  small  allowance  in 
caring  for  her  family,  which  by  her  constant  and 
untiring  labor  as  well  as  good  management  she  did 
most  successfully.  Although  her  domestic  cares 
were  very  great  Air.  Gladding,  while  away  to  the 
front,  was  hy  no.  means  neglected,  as  she  found 
time  not  only  to  knit  his  stockings  and  mittens, 
but  do  many  other  things  for  his  comfort.  She  pos- 
sesses a mild  and  retiring  disposition,  and  her  life 
and  character,  as  also  her  words  of  counsel,  have 
ever  been  a powerful  influence  for  good  among  her 
friends  and  associates.  Too  much  cannot  be  said 
in  her  praise  as  to  her  worth,  and  the  good  work  she 
has  accomplished  in  her  quiet  and  unassuming  way. 
It  may  he  of  some  interest  to  note  that  Airs.  Glad- 
ding has  the  credit  of  making  the  first  fireman’s  red 
flannel  shirt,  the  kind  which  in  later  years  has  been 
almost  universally  adopted  by  firemen  throughout 
the  country  for  their  uniforms.  Airs.  Gladding  is  a 
member  of  St.  Alichael's  Church  (Episcopal),  also 
a member  of  Babbitt  Post,  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
of  IFistol,  R.  1.  Though  not  very  strong  she  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Five 
of  her  seven  children  are  still  living. 

WILLIAAI  H.  WOOD,  late  of  Providence, 
was  one  of  the  hest-known  men  in  the  city,  a promi- 
nent and  successful  real-estate  dealer.  He  was 
born  Nov.  13,  1849,  Providence,  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Delia  ( Bundy)  Wood.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  Rhode  Island 
to  reside.  When  the  gold  excitement  began  in 
California  the  father  left  Providence  for  the  New 
Eldorado,  and  died  there  within  a few  years. 

William  H.  Wood,  being  thus  left  fatherless 
when  only  a small  boy,  was  obliged  to  go  to  work 
as  soon  as  he  was  able,  in  order  to  assist  in  the 
support  of  the  family.  Flis  educational  advantages 
were  necessarily  limited  in  consequence,  but  he  at- 
tended the  jniblic  schools  for  some  time  and  eventu- 
ally, by  his  own  efforts,  became  a well-educated 
and  well-informed  man.  From  the  beginning, 
when  only  a boy,  he  displayed  a spirit  of  resolu- 
tion in  grappling  with  circumstances  that  was  un- 
usual in  one  so  young  and  that  plainly  foretold 
his  ultimate  success.  His  first  commercial  train- 
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ing  was  received  in  the  office  of  Jason  Stone,  a 
dealer  in  sewing  machines,  and  Mr.  Wood  spent 
a number  of  years  in  his  employ.  He  was  anxious 
to  study  law,  as  he  had  a natural  inclination  toward 
that  calling,  but  circumstances  made  such  a course 
impossible  and  he  early  entered  upon  a business 
career  for  himself. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  late  Daniel  Lyman, 
a well  known  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Providence, 
he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  line,  beginning  in  the 
position  of  agent  for  the  large  real-estate  holdings 
of  Mr.  Lyman — the  opening  of  a career  covering 
more  than  a quarter  of  a century  and  one  marked 
by  the  strictest  and  most  undeviating  principles  of 
honor.  His  first  offices  were  in  a building  on  West- 
minster street,  owned  by  Air.  Lyman,  but  later  he 
removed  to  the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Ex- 
change streets,  where  he  was  ever  after  located. 
So  universal  was  the  confidence  placed  in  Mr. 
Wood’s  honesty  and  fair  dealing  by  all  clients  that 
he  was  not  only  given  some  of  the  largest  real 
estate  deals  to  handle,  but  was  also  made  trustee 
for  many  valuable  estates.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  addition  to  other  trusts,  he  was  a trustee 
in  charge  of  the  Vinton  and  Barnaby  properties. 
He  was  also  in  charge  of  the  Nancy  K.  Bishop 
estate,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was  serving  as 
treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Island  Investment  Com- 
pany and  of  the  Beckwith  Land  Company.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  Lemuel  Bishop  heirs  ad- 
ministrator of  the  money  received  from  the  French 
Spoliation  claims,  arising  from  the  destructtion  of 
the  brigantine  "Nancy'’  in  1799. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wood  was  a Republican,  and 
one  who  participated  actively  in  municipal  and 
State  affairs.  In  April,  1883,  he  was  elected  to  the 
city  council,  serving  until  January,  1885,  while 
in  the  following  fall  he  was  sent  to  the  Legislature 
and  served  one  term.  He  was  a candidate  for  re- 
election  but  was  defeated  as  a result  of  what  was 
known  in  Rhode  Island  politics  as  the  “May  deal.” 
After  that  he  gave  up  politics  entirely,  and  took 
no  further  part  in  public  life,  a great  loss  to  the 
State,  for  the  services  of  men  like  Mr.  Wood  are 
invaluable. 

On  Oct.  2,  1872,  William  H.  Wood  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Adele  S.  Remington,  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Jane  (Smith)  Remington,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  an  old  and  successful  dry  goods 
merchant  of  Providence,  with  a store  located  in  the 
Arcade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  became  the  parents 
of  a son  and  a daughter.  William  R.,  the  elder,  is 
a graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  at  Boston.  He  married  Miss  Caro- 
line Jonsen,  of  Boston,  and  has  two  sons.  Reming- 
ton and  Richard.  The  daughter,  Florence,  mar- 
ried George  Owen,  of  Providence,  and  has  two 
children,  George  and  Florence. 

Mr.  Wood’s  death  occurred  very  suddenly  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  Alay  8,  1905.  when  on  his  way 
from  Washington  to  Providence.  He  was  taken 
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ill  on  the  train,  and  died  while  being  carried  from 
the  car  to  a hospital  in  W’ilmington.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  North  Burying  Ground  at 
Providence.  In  Masonic  circles  Air.  Wood’s  name 
was  prominent,  as  he  was  a member  of  What  Cheer 
Lodge  and  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  and  had  at- 
tained the  32d  degree.  In  both  lodge  and  com- 
mandery he  had  held  office.  Socially  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Hope  Club  and  of  the  Aletacomet 
Golf  Club.  Air.  Wood  was  a man  of  wide  popu- 
larity and  one  who  held  the  genuine  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  acquaintances  to  a remarkable  degree. 
His  many  admirable  traits  of  character  won  him 
numbers  of  friends,  while  his  absolute  integrity 
was  beyond  question.  His  home  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  Cooke  and  Alanning  streets,  where  his 
widow  now  resides,  was  erected  by  him  in  1897, 
and  was  his  residence  until  his  death. 

WILBL^R.  Augustus  L.  Wilbur,  a well-known 
young  farmer  of  South  Portsmouth,  Newport  Co., 
R.  I.,  is  a substantial  citizen  of  his  locality  and  a 
worthy  descendant  of  an  honored  family.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  island  upon  which  he  lives,  born 
Alarch  14,  1868,  son  of  George  V.  Wilbur,  and  is 
a member  of  the  ninth  generation  of  his  line  in 
America,  the  Wilburs  being  among  the  oldest  and 
best-known  residents  of  this  section  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  name  has  been  spelled  variously,  but 
this  branch  has  always  written  it  Wilbur,  others 
using  the  more  general  form  of  Wilbor. 

A member  of  the  Wilbur  (Wilbour,  Wilbor) 
family  of  New  England  begins  the  history  of  the 
family  in  this  country  with  Samuel  Wildbore,  of 
Boston,  who  came  there  not  later  than  1633.  He 
and  his  wife  Ann  were  admitted  to  the  church 
there  Dec.  ist  of  that  year,  the  date  of  the  first  rec- 
ord of  him.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Bradford,  of  Dorchester,  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  County  of  York,  England.  He  had  a second 
wife,  Elizabeth,  prior  to  NMv.  29,  1645.  It  is  evi- 
dent, said  the  writer  referred  to,  that  Air.  Wildbore 
had  four  sons:  Samuel,  William,  Joseph  and 
Shadrach,  and  probably  a daughter,  Sarah. 

Mr.  Wildbore  was  made  a freeman  of  Boston  in 
1634.  He  bought  largely,  in  the  town  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  and  removed  thither  with  his  family.  While 
in  Taunton  he,  with  seventeen  others,  embraced 
what  was  ’‘the  dangerous  doctrines  of  Cotton  and 
Wheelright,”  for  which  he  was  banished  from  the 
Province  in  November,  1637.  He  with  seventeen 
others  fled  to  Providence,  and,  being  advised  by 
Roger  Williams,  they  purchased  of  the  Indians  the 
island  of  Aquidneck,  to  which  place  Air.  Wildbore 
removed  his  family  in  1638.  These  eighteen  per- 
sons formed  a colony  by  solemn  compact  Alarch  7, 
1638.  Air.  Wildbore  returned  to  Boston  probably 
in  1645,  that  being  the  date  of  his  wife  Elizabeth’s 
admission  into  the  church  at  Boston.  Air.  Wildbore 
had  a home  in  Boston  and  also  one  in  Taunton.  He 
with  some  associates  built  and  put  in  operation  an 
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iron  furnace  in  Taunton  (now  Raynham),  the  first 
that  was  built  in  New  England.  The  writer  of  this 
first  ancestor  of  the  \\'ilbur  family  in  this  country 
goes  on  to  say  that  Air.  \\'ildbore  was  a man  of 
wealth  for  his  time,  and  evidently  of  very  respect- 
able standing  in  society,  exerting  a wide  influence 
in  each  of  the  places  where  he  dwelt.  He  died 
Sept.  29,  1656. 

Of  tlie  sons  of  Samuel  Wildbore,  Samuel  and 
William  settled  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Joseph  lo- 
cated On  land  in  Taunton,  and  Shadrach  settled  in 
that  part  of  Taunton  which  became  Raynham. 

(11)  William  Wilbor,  son  of  Samuel,  supposed 
to  have  been  born  in  England  in  1630,  settled  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  on  lands  of  his  father.  The  rec- 
ords show  that  he  received  in  1654  a deed  of  ten 
acres  from  Samuel  Wilbur,  Sr.,  of  Taunton.  He 
was  deputy  in  1678.  He  died  in  1710.  His  ten 
children  were:  Alary,  John,  Joseph,  Thomas,  Wil- 
liam, Alartha,  Samuel,  Daniel,  John  and  Benjamin. 

(HI)  Samuel  Wilbor  (2),  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried Alary  Potter,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Eliza- 
beth Potter,  and  was  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  Air. 
Wilbor  died  in  1740.  Their  children  were:  Alar- 
tha, born  Oct.  22,  1690;  Samuel,  Nov.  7,  1692;  Wil- 
liam, Jan.  6,  1695;  Alary,  Oct.  9,  1697;  Joanna, 
June  8,  1700;  Thankful,  June  8,  1700;  Elizabeth, 
Dec.  23,  1702;  Thomas,  Dec.  2,  1704;  Abial,  Alay 
27,  1707;  Hannah,  Eeb.  9,  1709;  and  Isaac,  Aug. 

24,  1712. 

(IV)  William  Wilbor  (2),  son  of  Samuel  (2), 
born  Jan.  6,  1695,  married'  June  20,  1717,  Esther 
Richmond  Burgess,  born  in  1696.  Air.  'VVilbor  died 
in  September,  1774.  Their  children  of  Little  Comp- 
ton town  record  were:  Thomas,  born  Alay  i,  1718; 
Alary,  Sept.  7,  1719;  Esther,  Alay  8,  1721;  Lydia, 
April  16,  1723;  Samuel,  Dec.  10,  1725;  William, 
July  24,  1727;  Daniel,  June  i,  1729;  Charles,  Aug. 
22,  1732;  Esther  (2),  Nov.  18,  1733  (died  Alarch 
17,  1810)  ; Lydia  (2),  Nov.  2,  1735  ; Deborah,  Aug. 
29,  1738;  and  Clarke,  Nov.  i,  1742. 

(V)  Samuel  Wilbor  (3),  son  of  William  (2), 

born  Dec.  10,  1725.  was  a private  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  serving  in  Col.  Archibald  Crary’s  regi- 
ment. On  Dec.  15,  1748,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Shaw,  born  Jan.  10,  1728,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Shaw,  and  she  died  in  January,  1804.  He  died  in 
Alay,  1791.  Their  children  of  Little  Compton  town 
record  were:  Sylvanus,  born  Aug.  18,  1749; 

Clarke,  Alay  30,  1752  (who  died  April  26,  1822)  ; 
and  Anthony,  July  24,  1759. 

(VI)  Anthony  Wilbur,  son  of  Samuel  (3),  born 
July  24,  1759,  married  Nov.  8,  1778,  Grace  Shaw, 
born  Dec.  25,  1759,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah 
Shaw.  Their  children  were  born  as  follows : Con- 
tent, Oct.  8,  1780;  Arnold,  Feb.  12,  1784;  Nancy, 
June  14,  1786;  Emma,  Dec.  29,  1788;  Samuel,  July 
8,  1791;  Betsey,  Aug.  23,  1793;  Alatilda,  Alay  16, 
1798:  Edwin,  March  10,  1802. 

(\  II  ) Edwin  Wilbur,  born  Alarch  to,  1802,  son 
of  .Anthony,  made  his  home  in  Portsmouth,  where 


he  died  Nov.  28,  1864.  However,  he  had  also  re- 
sided in  Newport,  where  he  was  prominent  in 
business  circles  as  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Newport,  and  where  he  served  as  collec- 
tor of  the  port.  He  was  also  Brigadier-General  of 
the  State  militia  of  Rhode  Island,  his  commission 
as  such  being  signed  by  Governor  John  Brown 
Francis  on  Alay  6,  1833.  On  Dec.  20,  1830,  he  mar- 
ried Ann  Alaria  Lyon,  who  was  born  June  19,  1806, 
and  survived  him  almost  two  years,  dying  Aug.  28, 
1866.  They  had  two  children,  George  Van  Schel- 
lyne  and  Eliza,  the  latter,  born  June  20,  1844, 
dying  in  infancy. 

(VHI)  George  Van  Schellyne  Wilbur,  born  at 
Newport,  April  25,  1832,  received  his  education 
there,  and  in  fact  passed  practically  all  of  his  life 
in  his  native  place.  He  was  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Newport  and  also  owned  land  in 
Portsmouth,  the  farm  now  owned  and  operated  by 
his  son,  Augustus,  having  formerly  been  his  prop- 
erty. He  died  May  7,  1891,  in  Newport,  and  is 
buried  there. 

On  April  29.  1861,  George  V.  Wilbur  was  mar- 
ried to  Alary  Douch  LeAIont,  a native  of  Bath, 
Alaine,  who  survives  him,  making  her  home  in 
Newport.  She  is  a member  of  St.  George’s  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  an  intelligent  woman,  one  who 
has  made  many  warm  friends.  Five  children  were 
born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Wilbur,  namely:  Edwin, 
Augustus  L.,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
eldest  son,  born  Jan.  14,  1867,  is  an  architect,  and 
resides  in  New  York  City.  He  married  Alice 
Busse,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Edwin  Court- 
ney, born  Sept,  ii,  1898. 

(IX)  Augustus  Littlefield  Wilbur,  son  of 
George  V.,  was  born  Alarch  14,  1868,  in  Newport, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  there.  Preferring  out- 
door life  he  chose  farming  for  his  life  occupation, 
and  since  commencing  for  himself  he  has  for  sev- 
eral years  engaged  in  general  agriculture  on  the 
Wapping  road,  in  Portsmouth,  his  forty-acre  tract 
being  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town.  He 
has  a fine  piece  of  property,  on  which  he  has  made 
many  improvements,  and  upon  which  he  resides.  He 
is  a man  of  enterprise  and  good  executive  ability, 
which  he  puts  to  excellent  use  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  as  a result  meeting  with  unusual  success. 
He  is  intelligent  and  well  educated,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  his  town,  though  he 
takes  little  part  in  public  activities,  devoting  all  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  and  his  family. 
He  is  independent  in  his  political  opinion. 

On  Sept.  6,  1893,  Air.  Wilbur  married  Aliss 
Annie  Houghton  Smith,  a native  of  Newport, 
daughter  of  the  late  Howard  Smith  and  grand- 
daughter of  Alfred  Smith,  the  well-known  real  es- 
tate man  of  Newport,  full  mention  of  whom  is  made 
elsewhere  in  these  volumes.  Of  the  two  children 
born  to  this  union  the  eldest,  a son,  died  in  infancy, 
?nd  Alary  Alumford  was  born  Alay  3.  1898.  Airs. 
W’ilbur  is  a.  woman  of  many  admirable  traits,  and  as 
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much  liked  for  her  kind  and  genial  manners  as  she 
is  known  for  her  beauty  of  person. 

Howard  Smith,  father  of  Mrs.  Wilbur,  was 
born  in  Newport,  Feb.  6,  1844,  and  was  the  only 
son  of  the  late  Alfred  Smith.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Newport,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  company  with  his  father  for 
a number  of  years.  His  death  occurred  March  29, 
1901,  at  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  On  Aug.  14,  1866,  he 
married  Mary  Mumford  Chace,  who  was  born  Aug. 
17,  1844,  daughter  of  Henry  Collins  and  Mary  Ann 
(Lyon)  Chace,  and  four  children  came  to  this 
union,  namely:  (i)  Charles  Talbot  passed  away  in 
Newport  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  In  1890 
he  married  Edith  E.  Briggs,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Charles  Talbot,  Jr.  (2)  Marion  McAllister  mar- 
ried Ella  Kingsbury  Stedman,  and  she  died  in  New 
York,  leaving  one  son,  Howard  McAllister,  born 
April  15,  1891.  (3)  Annie  Houghton  is  the  wife 

of  Augustus  L.  Wilbur.  (4)  Mary  Howard,  a 
woman  of  talent,  and  well  known  as  a writer,  is  now 
traveling  in  the  old  world,  being  at  present  at  Flor- 
ence, Italy. 

The  mother  of  this  family,  Mrs.  Mary  Alum- 
ford  (Chace)  Smith,  was  noted  for  her  beauty  and 
graces  of  person  and  character,  was  refined,  cul- 
tured and  intelligent,  and  devoted  to  her  home  and 
family.  She  died  Dec.  2,  1891,  and  was  buried  in 
Newport,  where  she  was  very  well  known ; she  was 
a member  of  Channing  Memorial  (Unitarian) 
Church,  of  Newport. 

Chace.  The  Chace  family,  to  which  Airs.  Alary 
AT  (Chace)  Smith  belonged,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  is  descended  from  William 
Chace,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New  England.  The 
name  is  often  spelled  Chase,  but  the  branch  of  the 
family  to  which  Airs.  Smith  belonged  adheres  to 
Chace.  William  Chace  (2),  son  of  the  first  ances- 
tor in  America,  is  the  next  in  this  line,  which  is 
continued  through  his  son,  William  (3). 

Isaac  Chace,  son  of  William  (3),  married  Elisa- 
beth Blithen,  Dec.  10,  1704.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  James,  born  Eeb.  19,  1706,  married 
Alarch  ii,  1727,  Alice  Anthony;  Waight  Still,  born 
April  24,  1708,  married  Lydia  Alarston  Tripp; 
Isaac,  born  Alay  18,  1710,  married  Sept.  19,  1729, 
Amy  Anthony;  William,  born  Oct.  31,  1712,  mar- 
ried Jan.  5,  1737,  Isabel  Perry;  Elisabeth,  born 
Alay  6,  1715,  married  Alay  24,  1738,  Peleg  Sher- 
man. By  his  second  wife.  Alary  Eowler,  Isaac 
Chace  had:  Ezekiel,  married  Sept.  18,  1744,  Elisa- 
beth Buffington;  Robert,  born  Jan.  29,  1726,  mar- 
ried Eeb.  10,  1774,  Ruth  Alarke,  and  died  April 
23,  1794;  David,  the  next  in  the  family,  married 
Oct.  II,  1753,  Elisabeth  Asten,  and  on  Dec.  22, 
1791,  Alary  Chase;  Lydia  married  Feb.  ii,  1749, 
Judah  Chase;  Alary  married  Dec.  13,  1750,  Jona- 
than Hathaway ; Susannah  married  Feb.  14,  1757, 
Benjamin  Asten;  Benjamin  died  in  infancy. 

James  Chace,  born  Feb.  19,  1706,  was  married 
Alarch  ii,  1727,  to  Alice  Anthony.  She  died  Alarch 


3,  1762,  he  on  April  ._o,  1782.  They  had  children 
as  follows:  Elisabeth,  born  Alarch  24,  1728,  mar- 
ried John  Hathaway  Oct.  17,  1741.  James,  born 
Oct.  27,  1729,  married  (first)  in  Alay,  1749,  Hul- 
dah  Winslow,  and  (second)  July  31,  1771,  Sarah 
Wood.  The  next  child,  Alice,  born  May  4, 

1731,  died  in  April,  1732.  Alice  (2),  born  Oct.  8, 

1732,  married  Thomas  Gould.  Aaron,  born  Alarch 
15,  1734,  married  Nov.  17,  1754,  Elisabeth  Perry. 
Paul,  born  Feb.  7,  1735,  married  Esther  (or  Sarah) 
Pierce.  Zaccheus,  born  Nov.  4,  1737,  married 
Alarch  8,  1759,  Elisabeth  Gould.  Alary,  born  July 

1739)  niarried  Edward  Sisson.  Daniel,  born  in 
1740,  married  Virtue  Huling,  and  died  Sept.  14, 
1813.  Peter,  born  in  1743,  married  Hepzibali 
Alitchell.  Alartha  probably  died  young.  The  mother 
of  these  dying.  Air.  Chace  married  Airs.  Lydia 
(Goddard)  Thurston,  who  died  June  16,  1784,  sur- 
viving him  over  two  years,  One  child  came  to  the 
second  union,  Isaac,  born ’June  10,  1765,  who  died 
Jan.  2,  1804,  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Peter  Chace,  son  of  James,  born  in  1743,  died 
Sept.  I,  1782.  He  married  Hepzibah  Alitchell,  and 
they  had  six  children,  viz. : Gilbert,  born  Aug.  10, 
1770,  married  Alary  Folger;  Anna,  born  Alay  12, 
1772,  married  Feb.  3,  1791,  Jonathan  Fowler; 
Richard,  born  Alay  29,  1774,  died  Oct.  6,  1778; 
William,  born  Alay  29,  1776,  died  in  June,  1778; 
James,  born  Alarch  22,  1779,  married  Eliza  (South- 
wick)  Woodman;  Alice,  born  Alay  19,  1781,  mar- 
ried in  November,  1800,  Amasa  Southwick. 

Capt.  James  Chace,  son  of  Peter,  born  Alarch 
22,  1779,  died  Nov.  5,  1872.  He  married  Airs. 
Eliza  (Southwick)  W'oodman,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children : Peter, 
born  July  31,  1804,  married  Alice  J.  Blackburn. 
Hepzibah  AI.,  born  Alay  15,  1806,  married  Samuel 
Heath  Feb.  23,  1832.  Henry  Collins,  born  Dec.  9, 
1809,  married  Mary  Ann  Lyon  June  9,  1834.  James, 
born  in  1811,  died  young. 

Henry  Collins  Chace,  son  of  Capt.  James,  was 
born  Dec.  9,  1809,  was  married  June  9,  1834,  to 
Alary  Ann  Lyon,  and  they  had  a large  family, 
namely:  James,  born  Alarch  6,  1835,  was  married 
Alarch  3,  i860,  to  Fannie  A.  Gray,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children,  one  of  whom,  a married  daugh- 
ter, survives;  by  his  second  '^dfe,  Eva  Wallace,  he 
had  three  children,  Wallace  D.,  Eudora  AI.  and 
Alary  AI.  Sarah  E.,  born  Alarch  24,  1837,  died 
Sept.  24,  1838.  Elisabeth  S.,  born  May  10,  1839, 
was  married  Nov.  29,  1865,  to  John  AI.  Taylor,  of 
Newport.  Alary  A.,  born  April  6,  1841,  died  May 
9,  1841.  Henry  Lyon,  born  March  7,  1843,  married 
Ann  E.  Coggeshall  Alarch  26,  1866,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Hoopeston,  111. : they  have  no  children.  Alary 
Alumford  has  been  previously  mentioned  as  the  wife 
of  Howard  Smith.  Emily  Bush,  born  Alay  17, 
1846,  died  April  i,  1902.  Joseph  Lyon,  born  Feb. 
19,  1849,  married  Lydia  B.  Smith  Feb.  ii,  1872; 
they  have  no  living  children,  three  having  died  in 
infancy.  David  B.,  born  Jan.  29,  1851,  married 
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Laura  Smith  Feb.  19,  1873.  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren. Elizabeth  T.  (wife  of  C.  H.  Child,  of  Xew- 
j)ort),  and  Henry  C.  (of  Hoopeston,  111.).  Helen 
Eudora,  born  Feb.  13.  1854.  married  Philip  Stev- 
ens. of  Newport,  and  died  Aug.  25.  1903 ; she  left 
no  children. 

WILLIAM  RUSSELL  DUTE.MPLE,  promi- 
nently connected  with  matters  educational,  and  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Cranston,  K.  I.,  was 
born  Aug.  6,  1842,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  R.  I., 
where  his  parents  were  temporarily  living.  His  fa- 
ther was  Nathan  Dutemple,  who  married  Annis 
Thankful  Joslvn,  daughter  of  Deacon  Rus.sell  and 
Mary  (Hill)  Joslyn.  " 

Deacon  Russell  Joslyn  and  his  brother,  Henry 
\’aughn  Joslyn,  were  wheelwrights  by  trade,  and 
constructed  water  wheels  for  many  of  the  early  mills 
throughout  the  Pawtuxet  X'alley  and  elsewhere. 
Deacon  Russell  Joslyn  married  Mary  Flill,  and 
these  children  were  born  to  the  union ; Almira, 
who  married  (first)  Ann  Mathewson,  (second) 
Thomas  Carey ; Thomas  R.,  who  married  Eunice 
Dutemple ; iMary,  who  married  Jeremiah  Allen ; 
Walker;  Annis  T.,  who  married  Nathan  Dutemple; 
Lucinda,  who  married  William  H.  Collins;  John  C., 
who  married  (first)  Ann  iNlathewsdn,  (second) 
Sarah  (surname  not  known),  and  (third)  Ella 
Hendrick;  Pardon  T.,  married  Harriet  Mathewson, 
sister  of  Ann  ; Charles  H.,  who  married  Susan  D. 
Trip;  and  Levi  K.,  who  married  Phebe  Sayles. 

The  children  born  to  Nathan  and  Annis  T. 
(Joslyn)  Dutemple  were : William  Russell ; and 
Edward  P.,  who  married  Mary  L.  Vaughn  (sketch 
elsewhere) . 

W illiam  Russell  Dutemple  received  his  prelim- 
inary education  in  the  jmblic  schools  of  Exeter,  R. 
I.,  and  later  took  up  the  study  of  algebra  and 
geometry.  He  also  became  a student  of  natural 
philosophy  for  his  own  advantage.  In  his  early  life 
he  took  naturally  to  study,  especially  mathematics. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence. and  apprenticed  himself  to  his  uncle.  Levi  K. 
Joslyn,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  jeweler.  Levi  K.  Joslyn  was  him- 
self an  operative,  and  when  he  left  his  employment 
his  nephew  went  witl^  him.  For  the  six  or  seven 
years  following,  IMr.  Dutemple  engaged  in  watch 
repairing.  He  then  re-engaged  in  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness, first  at  the  bench,  and  then  as  foreman  for 
the  firm  of  Hopkins  & lUtrdon.  This  firm  dis- 
solved partnershi]),  and  Mr.  Dutemple  formed  a 
new  one  with  Mr.  Ho])kins,  which  continued  for 
four  or  five  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 
formed  a co-partnershi])  with  Mr.  George  C.  Case, 
of  Xew'  York,  the  members  of  this  new  firm  being 
(/.  C.  Case,  William  R.  Dutemple,  and  Mr.  Case’s 
.son,  the  firm  name  being  George  C.  Case  & Com- 
pany. Mr.  Case  bought  out  his  son's  interests,  and 
was  later  himself  bought  out  by  Mr.  Dutemple. 
\\  ith  his  son,  William  Nathan,  who  is  the  New 


York  salesman,  and  head  of  the  New'  York  house, 
Mr.  Dutemple  now  manufactures  and  puts  on  the 
market  a large  line  of  ladies’  and  gentlemen’s  jew- 
elry, and  in  this  business  has  had  a good  degree  of 
success.  Mr.  Dutemple  is  a self-made  man.  He  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  public  matters  in  Cranston, 
having  been  a member  of  the  school  committee  for 
twelve  years.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members, 
when  the  town  system  of  schools  was  adopted,  and 
succeeded  the  late  Hugh  B.  Bain  as  chairman  in 
1902.  Ht  was  chairman  of  the  high  school  build- 
ing committee,  and  one  of  the  committeemen  on  the 
Pawtuxet  and  Oak  Lawn  school  building.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican.  Mr.  Dutemple  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  being 
past  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State,  and  past  grand  representative,  serving  from 
1886  until  1892.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  appeals.  The  Baptist  Church  is  the  place 
of  worship  of  the  family,  Mr.  Duteihple's  father 
having  been  a deacon  therein. 

Mr.  Dutemple  was  married,  in  1863,  to  Mercy 
T.  Gardiner,  and  they  have  two  children : William 
Nathan,  who  married  Elizabeth  Phillips;  and  An- 
nie D.,  who  married  George  Lewds  W illiams. 

ALFRED  COLLINS,  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Charlestown,  R.  L,  and  now  living  retired  at 
Cross’  Mills  in  that  towm,  comes  from  an  old  New' 
England  family. 

Nathan  Collins,  his  father,  w'as  born  in  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  w'here  he  died  May  30,  1856, 
in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  He  carried  on  farming 
and  also  did  a great  deal  of  teaming,  doing  con- 
siderable work  in  that  line  for  wdiat  is  now  the 
Nichols  & Langworthy  Machine  Company,  at  Hope 
Valley,  R.  I.  He  used  a four-ox  team,  hauling 
goods  to  and  from  Providence,  as  w'as  customary 
at  that  time,  and  receiving  twenty-five  cents  per 
hundredweight.  He  took  a keen  interest  in  town 
affairs,  and  in  political  circles  w’as  always  known 
as  a hard  worker  for  the  success  of  his  party’s 
candidate  or  issue.  Nathan  Collins  married  Dor- 
cas Popple,  the  daughter  of  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier who  was  wounded  on  the  battlefield.  Nathan 
and  Dorcas  (Popple)  Collins  had  children  as  fol- 
low's : Deborah  never  married ; Hanna  T.  became 
the  wife  of  George  Burlingame,  of  Warwick,  R. 
I. ; Welcome  served  two  terms  as  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Legislature;  Cynthia  died  in  child- 
hood ; Christopher  F.  died  in  Westerly ; George  T. 
was  for  nearly  twenty  years  a member  of  the 
town  council  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I. ; Alfred  is  men- 
tioned below  ; W’illard  W.  died  in  Hopkinton,  R. 
I ; Gideon  T.  was  for  twenty  years  a member  of 
the  towm  council  of  Westerly,  where  he  lives.  Of 
the  above  children,  seven  lived  to  the  age  of  sev- 
enty or  older. 

Alfred  Collins  was  born  Oct.  29,  1821,  in  the 
town  of  Ho])kinton,  where  he  lived  until  1864. 
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For  twenty-one  years  he  worked  for  his  father  on 
the  farm,  his  few  leisure  hours  being-  devoted  to  at- 
tending the  district  school,  though  his  educational 
advantages  were  inferior  even  for  his  day.  In 
1845  leased  a farm  for  one  year  from  his  father, 
in  1856  purchasing  the  old  homestead,  where  two 
years  later  he  located.  In  1864  he  moved  to 
Charlestown,  where,  with  Stanton  S.  Green,  he 
leased  a farm  for  four  years.  He  then  moved  to 
Westerly  and  had  charge  of  a meat  market  for 
six  years.  After  giving  up  the  meat  market  he 
farmed  for  two  years  in  the  town  of  Westerly, 
then  moved  to  Charlestown,  and  in  1877  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  While  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  he  also  dealt  in  stock 
to  a considerable  extent.  With  William  C.  Cran- 
dall he  used  to  go  out  into  York  State  or  up  to 
Vermont,  sometimes  even  to  Canada,  purchasing 
stock  which  were  driven  to  Rhode  Island  and  dis- 
posed of  for  various  purposes,  for  beef,  work  oxen, 
dairying  and  to  be  fed  for  slaughter.  In  con- 
junction with  his  brother-in-law,  Benjamin  B. 
Green,  Mr.  Collins  also  carried  on  a gristmill  and 
store,  in  which  he  is  yet  interested. 

On  June  21.  1858,  Mr.  Collins  married  Susan 
Green,  who  was  born  Oct.  2,  1824,  daughter  of 
Sheffield  and  Elizabeth  Green,  of  Charlestown. 
Mr.  Collins  has  no  children  to  share  the  benefits 
of  the  good  name  he  has  justly  acquired  for  him- 
self, and  the  sincere  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by 
his  fellowmen.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Pawcatuck  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
Church  of  Westerly. 

Mr.  Collins  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the 
Law  and  Order  party,  and  also  belonged  to  the  old 
Know-nothing  party,  but  at  the  birth  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  became  one  of  its  most  ardent 
supporters,  and  has  remained  loyal  in  its  ranks 
until  this  day.  He  is  a great  temperance  worker, 
and  is  known  in  his  town  as  a man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity, honest  worth  and  spotless  character.  He 
is  a man  who  has  always  considered  the  welfare  of 
the  community  above  his  own  personal  interests. 
Generous  to  almost  any  worthy  movement,  even 
the  recipients  of  his  philanthropy  are  often  ig- 
norant of  the  identity  of  the  donor.  His  life  has 
been  well  spent,  and  has  been  filled  with  much 
good  for  his  fellowmen.  He  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal workers  in  the  Grange  movement  while  it 
flourished  at  Cross'  Mills,  and  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members  of  Grange  No.  6,  which  was  estab- 
lished at  Charlestown.  In  town  affairs  Mr.  Col- 
lins. while  not  seeking  office,  takes  a rather  con- 
spicuous part,  and  his  endorsement  or  opposition 
of  any  measure  carries  no  little  weight.  In  such 
cases  it  is  strictly  a matter  of  principle  and  merit, 
politics  are  not  considered.  Firm  in  his  belief 
when  he  thinks  he  is  right,  and  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  be  convinced  of  his  error,  he  is  a man  of 
recognized  high  principles,  conscientious  in  every- 
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thing  he  undertakes,  and  nevertheless  unassum- 
ing in  manner  and  habits. 

THOMAS  DURFEE,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  was  a member  of 
a family  whose  representatives  have  been  prominent 
in  the  civil  and  legal  administration  of  the  State 
from  earliest  Colonial  days.  He  was  a descendant 
of  Thomas  Durfee,  from  whom  his  line  is  traced 
through  a succession  of  men  who  in  able  service  to 
the  community  and  untarnished  lives  have  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  the  name  they  bear. 

(I)  Thomas  Durfee,  born  in  England  in.  1643. 
came  thence  to  Rhode  Island  at  an  early  day,  set- 
tling here  while  the  Warwick  charter  of  1643 
still  in  force.  He  was  married  in  Portsmouth  about 
1664,  and  had  the  following  children  born  in  Ports- 
mouth: Robert  (born  March  10,  i6(:)5),  Richard, 
Thomas,  William,  Ann  and  Benjamin.  He  died  in 
Portsmouth  in  July,  1712. 

(H)  Thomas  Durfee,  son  of  Thomas  and  his 
first  wife,  was  born  in  Portsmouth  and  died  there 
Eeb.  24,  1729.  He  was  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  1707. 
1709  and  1713.  He  married  in  Portsmouth,  Ann 
Ereeborn,  who  was  born  there  March  28,  1669, 
daughter  of  Gideon  and  Sarah  (Brownell)  Eree- 
born, and  died  in  1729.  Her  children  were:  Ann, 
born  Aug.  25,  1691;  Sarah,  March  i,  1693:  Eree- 
born, Dec.  15,  1695  ; Patience,  June  12,  1697:  Mary, 
Jan.  22,  1701  ; Martha,  Eeb.  20,  1702;  Gideon.  Jan. 
15,  1704;  Thomas,  June  6,  1706:  Susanna;  Job, 
1710:  and  Elizabeth. 

(HI)  Job  Durfee,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann 
(Freeborn)  Durfee,  born  in  Portsmouth  in  1710, 
died  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  in  April,  1774.  He  became 
a freeman  of  Portsmouth  in  May,  1731,  and  was 
chosen  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1761,  1762  and  1764.  His  first  marriage, 
on  Sept.  17,  1730,  was  to  Elizabeth  Chase,  of  Ti- 
verton, R.  I.,  who  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  June 
15,  1701,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Amy  (Borden) 
Chase,  and  died  in  Portsmouth  in  1734.  By  this 
union  there  was  one  child,  Thomas,  born  March  25. 
1732,  who  was  probably  lost  at  sea  when  a young 
man.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Durfee  married,  in 
Portsmouth,  Mary  Earle,  who  was  born  there  Eeb. 
19,  1703,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Wait)  Earle, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Elizabeth,  born 
July  12,  1735;  John,  Aug.  31,  1736:  Gideon,,  Feb. 
6,  1738;  Earle,  Sept.  16,  1740;  and  Job,  Aug.  26. 
1744.  On  April  8,  1762,  Mr.  Durfee  married 
(third)  in  Ereetown,  Mass.,  Sarah  Brayton.  of  that 
place.  There  were  no  children  by  this  marriage. 

(IV)  John  Durfee,  son  of  Job  and  Mary  (Earle) 
Durfee,  of  Portsmouth  and  Tiverton,  was  born  Aug. 
31,  1736,  in  Tiverton,  and  died  Aug.  31,  1812.  He 
was  married  in  Tiverton,  Dec.  15.  I7.S7.  to  Phebe 
Gray,  of  that  place,  who  was  born  in  Tiverton,  Nov. 
14,  1740,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Bennett) 
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Gray,  and,  died  there  Feb.  12,  1819.  Their  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  Nov.  4,  1759;  Abner,  Sept. 
18,  1761  : Williams,  1763;  Mary,  1765;  Priscilla, 
1767;  Silva,  1769;  John,  1771;  Phebe ; and  Sarah. 

(V)  Thomas  Durfee,  son  of  John  and  Phebe 
(Gray)  Durfee,  of  Tiverton,  was  born  there  Nov. 
4,  1759,  and  died  there  Jan.  17,  1829.  His  distin- 
guished public  services  may  be  said  to  have  com- 
menced with  his  military  life  in  the  camp  of  the 
Colonists,  in  1776,  as  a patriot.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Revolutionary  army  as  an  enlisted  soldier, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Rhode  Island  was  promoted 
to  be  ensign  of  his  company.  During  the  war  he 
resided  in  Tiverton,  and  it  appears  that  between 
1776  and  1780  he  rendeied  short  tours  of  guard  duty 
as  occasion  demanded,  under  different  officers, 
among  whom  were  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Richard 
Durfee  and  Col.  John  Cook.  After  the  war  Mr. 
Durfee  was  chosen  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  fill 
various  town  offices,  and  he  was  a member  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  from  1787  to 
1798,  being  on  the  committee  wlfich  canvassed  the 
vote  of  the  State  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  appointed  notary 
public  for  Tiverton  June  23,  1801,  and  was  chosen 
town  clerk  in  1814,  retaining  that  office  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  From  1820  to  1829  he  was  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Newport 
county,  and  from  1822  to  1829  he  was  surveyor  of 
customs  at  Tiverton,  his  son  Charles  succeeding  him 
in  the  last  named  office,  which  he  held  for  about  ten 
years  from  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  Judge 
Thomas  Durfee,  grandson  of  the  Judge  Thomas 
whose  name  introduces  this  paragraph,  in  1881  (at 
the  request  of  the  New  England  Historic  and  Gen- 
ealogical Society)  published  a memoir  of  his  father 
in  which  he  speaks  of  his  grandfather  as  follows : 
“He  seems  to  have  acquired  without  any  special 
advantages  a very  good  education  and  after  some 
desultory  study  of  the  law  he  established  himself 
in  Tiverton  as  a lawyer.  Though  not  a man  of 
learning  he  had  some  good  books  in  law  and  lit- 
erature which  he  carefully  read  and  digested.  He 
was  grave,  dignified  and  thoughtful.” 

On  Sept.  13,  1779,  Thomas  Durfee  married,  in 
Newi)ort,  R.  I.,  Alary  Lowden,  of  Newport,  who 
was  born  there  (probably)  Aug.  13.  1753,  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Priscilla  (Stafford)  Lowden,  and 
died  Nov.  29,  1842,  in  Tiverton.  Five  children  were 
born,  to  this  marriage : Goodwin  Halverson,  born 
July  10,  1780,  who  died  July  30,  1796,  on  the  pas- 
sage from  St.  Alark’s  to  Jamaica ; Elizabeth,  born 
Oct.  28,  1781  ; Lucena,  born  May  18,  1784,  who 
was  drowned  Sept.  29,  1809;  Job,  born  Sept.  20, 
1790,  and  Charles,  born  Eeb.  26,  1793. 

(VT)  Hon.  Jor  Durfee,  son  of  Hon.  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Lowden)  Durfee,  was  born  in  Tiverton, 
R.  T.,  Sept.  20,  1790-  Dc  thoroughly  educated 
both  at  home  and  in  the  public  schools,  being  also 
an  eager  and  intelligent  reader.  After  being  fitted 
for  college  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  in  1809  he  ente,red 


Brown  University,  graduating  with  high  honors  in 
the  class  of  1813;  among  his  classmates  were  Hon. 
Zachariah  Allen,  LL.  D.,  Rev.  Romeo  Elton,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Joel  Hawes,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Enoch  Pond,  D.  D., 
and  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  D.  D.  In  the  year  of 
his  graduation  he  delivered  a fourth  of  July  oration, 
and  a poem — “The  Vision  of  Petrarch” — before  the 
United  Brothers  Society  of  the  University.  Al- 
though he  had  early  developed  a rare  poetic  talent, 
he  pursued  the  study  of  law  under  his  father’s  in- 
struction. In  1816  he  commenced  a service  of  four 
years  in  the  General  Assembly  from  his  native  town, 
distinguishing  himself  as  a sound  and  ready  debater. 
From  1820  to  1825  he  made  a substantial  record  in 
Congress ; was  returned  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
1826-1829,  serving  as  Speaker  of  the  House  from 
October,  1827,  until  May,  1829,  after  which  he  de- 
clined a renomination  to  the  legislature.  In  1833 
he  was  elected  associate  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  and  in  June,  1835,  was  elevated  to  the 
Chief  Justiceship,  a position  which  he  held,  with 
peculiar  honor  to  himself  and  the  State,  through  the 
trying  period  of  the  Dorr  Rebellion  and  until  his 
death.  His  memorable  charge  on  treason,  delivered 
to  the  grand  jury  during  the  height  of  the  public 
excitement,  was  afterward  printed  and  widely  circu- 
lated. From  1837  to  1847  he  served  as  a trustee  of 
Brown  University. 

Judge  Durfee  also  earned  a broad  and  solid  lit- 
erary reputation.  The  first  edition  of  his  poem, 
“What  Cheer,”  was  brought  out  in  1832.  The  work 
had  an  enthusiastic  reception  in  England,  winning 
golden  opinions  from  even  such  critics  as  John 
Eoster  in  the  famous  Eclectic  Reviczv.  In  January, 
1836,  he  delivered  before  the  R.  I.  Historical  Society 
two  able  lectures  on  “Aboriginal  History,”  and  later 
before  the  Alassachusetts  Historical  Society,  an 
address  on  the  “Idea  of  the  Supernatural  among  the 
Aborigines” ; also,  in  1843,  an  eloquent  oration, 
before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, on  the  “Progress  of  Ideas,  or  Human  Prog- 
ress.” His  largest  and  most  elaborate  work,  “Pan- 
idea,” first  appeared  in  1846,  under  the  pseudonym 
of  Theoptes.  It  was  profoundly  metaphysical  and 
evinced  great  intellectual  power,  and,  perhaps  for 
these  reasons,  failed  to  attract  wide  attention.  Be-_ 
fore  his  death  the  writer  also  delivered  an  able  dis- 
course on  the  “Rhode  Island  Idea  of  Government.” 
A life  so  full  of  activity  and  usefulness  justly  won 
a noble  and  enduring  niche  in  Rhode  Island  history. 
The  pure  and  solid  character  of  the  student,  judge 
and  author  was  manifest  in  all  his  deeds,  and 
stands  conspicuous  in  his  writings. 

Judge  Durfee  died  July  26,  1847,  in  the  fifty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  requested  that  his  tomb 
should  he  engraved  with  the  Rhode  Island  coat  of 
arms  and  the  words  “His  trust  was  and  is  in  God.” 

Judge  Durfee  was  married  Nov.  t6.  1820.  to 
Judith  Borden,  daughter  of  Simeon  Borden,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows:  Lucy,  born  July 
I,  182T  ; Amy  Borden,  Jan.  18,  1824;  Thomas,  Feb. 
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6,  1826 ; Mary,  Oct.  23,  1827 ; Simeon  Borden,  Sept. 
2,  1829;  Sarah  Anne,  July  10,  1831;  and  Julia 
Maria,  May  24,  1834. 

(VII)  Thomas  Durfee,  the  elder  son  and  third 
child  of  Job  and  Judhh,  enjoyed  a complete  and 
honorable  career  in  Providence  and  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  very  similar  to  that  of  his  distin- 
guished father.  He  was  also  a native  of  Tiverton, 
R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Feb.  6,  1826,  being  pre- 
pared for  college  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  under 
the  tutelage  of  Rev.  James  Richardson  and  Rev.  Na- 
than Williams.  After  graduating  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  the  class  of  1846  he  studied  law  under 
Charles  F.  Tillinghast  and  Hon.  Charles  S.  Bradley. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1848,  he  served  as  reporter 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island  from  1849 
to  1853;  judge  of  the  Court  of  Magistrates,  Provi- 
dence, 1855-60,  being  one  year  assistant,  and  five 
years  presiding  judge;  speaker  of  the  State  House 
of  Representatives,  1863-65 ; member  of  the  State 
Senate,  1865  ; associate  justice  of  the  State  Supreme 
court,  1865-75,  Chief  Justice,  1875-91.  On 
March  14,  1891,  he  retired  from  the  Bench,  having 
earned  a name  as  one  of  the  foremost  judges  and 
legal  authorities  of  New  England,  as  a thoughtful 
and  eloquent  orator,  a profound  historical  scholar,  a 
graceful  poet  and  a devout  pure  man. 

One  of  Judge  Uurfee’s  earliest  works  of  a liter- 
ary nature,  which  was  also  a labor  of  filial  love,  was 
the  “Complete  Works  of  Job  Durfee,  with  a Memoir 
of  his  Life,”  published  in  1849.  Later  he  became 
the  author  of  the  following;  “Reporter  of  Cases  in 
Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,”  1851-53;  “Ora- 
tion at  Providence,  July  4,  1853”;  “Treatise  on  the 
Law  of  Highways,”  begun  by  Joseph  K.  Angell,  in 
1857,  but  more  than  half  being  written  by  Judge 
Durfee  and  remaining  a standard  to  this  day ; “The 
Village  Picnic  and  Other  Poems,”  1872;  “Oration 
at  the  Dedication  of  the  Providence  County  Court 
House,”  1877;  “Gleanings  from  the  Judicial  His- 
tory of  Rhode  Island,”  1883 ; “Some  Thoughts  on 
the  Constitution  of  Rhode  Island,”  1884,  and  “His- 
torical Discourse  on  the  Planting  of  Providence,” 
1887.  As  associate  and  chief  justice  of  the  State 
Supreme  Court,  Judge  Durfee  wrote  the  opinions  in 
an  immense  number  of  cases,  and  high  critics  con- 
ceded them  to  be  not  only  legally  close  and  sound, 
but  masterpieces  of  pure  English  diction.  “Other 
judges,”  says  one  such  authority,  “have  excelled 
him  in  one  quality  or  another,  but  very  few  have 
so  combined  the  qualities  which  make  a great  j udge. 
His  decisions  have  settled  the  law  of  the  many  dif- 
ficult points  they  touch  upon,  enabled  lawyers  to 
advise  with  confidence,  insured  the  stability  of  prop- 
ertv  and  personal  rights,  and  upheld  the  dignity  and 
wisdom  of  the  common  law.” 

Like  his  father  Judge  Durfee  was  devoted  to  his 
alma  mater,  and  his  learning  received  proper  recog- 
nition from  Brown  University.  In  1875  it  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor,  of 
Laws,  and  he  served  as  a trustee  of  that  institu- 


tion from  1875  to  1888,  being  its  chancellor  from 
1879  to  1888,  and  a Fellow  from  the  latter  year 
until  the  date  of  his  death.  For  many  years  he 
rendered  valuable  service  as  a member  of  the  ad- 
visory and  executive  committee  of  the  university 
corporation,  and  to  the  last  was  its  loyal  and  en- 
thusiastic supporter.  On  Feb.  10,  1888,  he  became 
a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Provi- 
dence public  library,  and  served  as  its  president 
from  May  13,  1892,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  June 
6,  1901. 

Judge  Durfee  died  in  the  city  which  had  known 
and  honored  him  so  many  years,  his  reputation, 
however,  extending  over  and  beyond  New  Eng- 
land. He  left  a wife  and  one  son,  as  immediate 
relatives.  His  widow,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
October,  1857,  was  Sarah  Jane  Slater,  daughter  of 
John  Slater  (2),  of  Providence.  The  son,  Samuel 
S.  Durfee,  Providence  lawyer  of  wide  attainments 
and  a gentleman  of  fine  tastes,  is  the  fourth  in  line 
to  honor  the  profession. 

(VIII)  Samuel  Slater  Durfee,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah,  was  born  in  Providence,  Sept. 
23,  1858.  He  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  pri- 
vate school  of  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  of  that 
city ; entered  Brown  University  and  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1880,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B..  to 
which  later  was  added  that  of  A.  IM.  In  1881-82 
he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  C.  Greene, 
and  during  1882-83  was  a student  in  the  Boston 
Lhiiversity  Law  School.  On  Jan.  29,  1884,  having 
passed  the  regular  State  examination,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
practice.  Mr.  Durfee  is  a master  in  chancery,  his 
professional  work  has  been  largely  that  which  de- 
volves upon  a judicial  referee,  and  he  has  evinced 
many  of  those  substantial  qualities  which  have  al- 
ready made  famous  two  generations  of  his  immedi- 
ate ancestors. 

In  national  politics  Mr.  Durfee  is  a Republican, 
but  is  independent  on  local  issues  and  has  taken  no 
active  part  in  public  matters.  He  is  a member  of 
Psi  Upsilon  Sigma  Chapter  (the  college  fraternity) 
and  a member  of  the  Hope  and  Agawam  Hunt 
Clubs. 

On  March  i,  1892,  Mr.  Durfee  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Eliza  Barns  Weeden,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Weeden,  of  Providence.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children;  Dorothy,  born  Aug.  9, 
1895  ; and  Thomas,  June  3,  1899. 

ALFRED  A.  WILLIAMS  is  so  well  known  to 
the  citizens  of  Johnston  and  vicinity  that  introduc- 
tion is  scarcely  necessary.  He  is  a representative 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Ne\y  Eng- 
land and  a direct  descendant  of  Roger  Williams, 
whose  history  is  that  of  early  Rhode  Island  itself. 
We  will  give  only  the  line  of  descent  of  Alfred  A. 
Williams  here. 

(I)  Roger  Williams. 

(II)  Daniel  Williams. . 
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(III)  Joseph  Williams. 

(1\')  U'illiam  Williams  was  born  Jul}-  27,  1749, 
and  died  Sept.  27,  1825.  He  married  Dorcas  Ship- 
pee,  who  died  July  18,  1817,  and  they  resided  in 
Foster,  R.  L,  where  iMr.  Williams  was  for  many 
years  a well-known  farmer  and  prominent  citizen. 
Their  children  were:  Otis,  Stephen,  Elijah, 
Thomas  and  Lamed. 

(\’)  Lamed  Williams  was  born  in  Foster  Feb. 

14,  1810,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  place.  At 
about  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  Foster  and  sought 
mechanical  work,  and  being  apt  his  progress  was 
rapid.  For  thirty  years  he  was  an  overseer  of 
weaving  in  the  Christopher  Rhodes  mill  at  Natick, 
Sprague  IMills  and  the  W'aterman  Mills,  and  he  was 
a valued  factor  in  the  establishment  with  which 
he  was  connected,  bearing  a reputation  of  which  his 
descendants  may  well  be  proud.  Further  mention 
of  him  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Williams  married  Sarah  Ann  Cranston, 
born  Nov.  22,  1809,  who  died  April  7,  1872.  They 
had  seven  children,  Emily  C.,  Abby  Ann,  Alfred  A., 
George  W.,  Francisco  C.,  Sarah  Amanda  and  Wil- 
liam L.  i\Irs.  Williams  was  a daughter  of  Caleb 
Cranston,  and  a descendant  of  a family  ancient  in 
Old  and  New  England.  Caleb  Cranston  traced  his 
ancestry  from  one  William,  who  was  Lord  of  Crans- 
ton. of  Scotland,  created  and  titled  by  James  VI., 
King  of  Scotland.  Nov.  19,  1609.  From  him  the 
line  is  through  his  son  James;  his  son  John,  “Es- 
quire of  Boll,  England”;  his  son  James,  “Chaplain 
to  King  Charles  I.”  ; his  son  Gov.  John  ; his  son 
Gov.  Samuel;  and  the  latter's  son  John,  born  C)ct. 

15,  1745,  who  was  the  father  of  Caleb  Cranston. 

(\’I)  Alfred  A.  W'illiams  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence Nov.  7,  1834,  and  during  his  youth  attended 
the  city  schools.  W hen  approaching  manhood  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Burdick  & Bar- 
rett. on  Canal  street,  in  Providence,  remaining  there 
for  five  or  six  years.  On  April  15,  1855,  he  married 
Sarah  Hendrick,  who  was  born  in  1837,  daughter 
of  Olney  Hendrick,  and  they  at  once  took  up  their 
residence  on  Marshall  street,  in  Providence,  where 
they  remained  for  some  time.  Mr.  Williams  then 
became  connected  with  the  mill  operated  by  his  fa- 
ther-in-law. ]^Ir.  Hendrick,  at  Simmonsville,  and 
continued  there  until  i860.  In  March  of  that  year 
he  purchased  the  old  Gov.  Nehemiah  Knight  estate 
in  Johnston  and  immediately  removed  thither,  and 
there  he  now  resides.  When  Mr.  W'illiams  came 
into  possession  of  his  present  estate  it  was  in  a gen- 
erally depleted  condition,  and  he  has  demonstrated 
what  can  be  done  with  Rhode  Island  farm  lands. 
By  an  inestimable  amount  of  hard  labor,  intelli- 
gently directed,  and  careful  husbanding  and  invest- 
ing of  his  capital,  he  has  established  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  most  complete  farm  and  gardening  plants 
in  his  section  of  the  State.  He  has  land  under 
glass,  and  in  his  greenhouses  are  grown  early  vege- 
tables and  jilants  which  he  markets  jirofitably.  There 
are  large  pens  for  the  shelter  and  care  of  live  stock. 


in  which  Mr.  W'illiams  takes  an  especial  interest; 
fields  of  various  sizes  are  devoted  to  the  growing  of 
endless  varieties  of  profitable  vegetables,  and  no- 
where is  care,  cleanliness  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  utmost  order  neglected.  It  is  a representative 
farm  of  the  New  England  type,  and  in  itself  speaks 
most  eloquently  of  the  thrift  and  progressiveness  of 
its  proprietor. 

Mr.  W'illiams  has  not  confined  his  activities  en- 
tirely to  the  management  of  his  own  interests,  but 
has  found  time  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the 
public  afifairs  of  the  town  of  Johnston  in  various 
capacities,  having  filled  many  offices  and  in  numer- 
ous other  ways  proved  his  worth  as  a citizen.  He 
has  several  times  been  elected  by  the  Republicans 
to  the  General  Assembly,  where  he  has  acquitted 
himself  with  much  credit  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  fellow  townsmen.  He  is  unusually  energetic  for 
one  of  his  years,  a fact  which  he  attributes  to  his 
long  maintained  regularity  of  habits  and  temperate 
living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W'illiams  have  been  born  the 
following  named  children : Alfred  H.,  who  resides 
in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  married  Eva  Babcock,  and  has 
three  daughters,  Lillian,  Grace  and  Ethel.  Sarah 
A.  married  Leonard  N.  Austin,  a well  known  gen- 
tleman of  Providence,  connected  with  the  city  ad- 
ministration. Hattie  C.  married  William  Thornton 
and  resides  in  Scituate,  R.  I. ; their  children  are 
Edna,  Alice,  Ruth,  W'illiam,  Erank,  Emma,  Albert 
and  Sarah.  Olney  H.,  a prominent  citizen  of  Johns- 
ton, where  he  assists  his  father  in  the  management 
of  his  business,  married  Minnie  C.  Walch,  and  they 
have  had  ten  children — Minnie,  Beatrice,  Alfred, 
Lloyd,  Sarah,  Roger,  Blanche,  Alary  (deceased), 
Olney  and  Roy.  Lamed,  the  youngest,  resides  at 
home,  and  is  engaged  with  his  father  and  brother; 
he  married  Hattie  Knight,  and  has  three  children — 
Bertha,  Ralph  and  Mabel. 

ERNEST  W.  TINKHAM,  treasurer  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  firm  of  WBlliam  Tinkham  & 
Co.,  manufacturers  of  fancy  worsteds  at  Harris- 
ville,  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  capable 
men  identified  with  the  woolen  industry  in  New 
England.  Mr.  Tinkham  was  born  Sept.  25,  1857, 
at  Harrisville,  son  of  Hon.  William  and  Caroline 
M.  (Smith) Tinkham,  a full  history  of  whom  is 
given  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

Ernest  W'.  Tinkham  was  nine  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  from  Harrisville  to 
Providence,  and  his  education  was  secured  in  the 
schools  of  these  places,  the  Bryant  & Stratton 
Business  College  and  Dansville  Seminary,  Dans- 
ville,  N.  Y.  After  leaving  school  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Providence  & Spring- 
field  railroad,  of  which  his  father  was  the  pro- 
jector and  first  president,  and  here  he  subsequently 
became  treasurer  and  general  passenger  agent, 
continuing  to  act  in  these  capacities  until  the  road 
was  purchased  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
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Hartford  Railroad.  In  1878  Mr.  Tinkham  be- 
came a partner  in  the  woolen  manufacturing  firm 
of  Tinkham  & Farwell,  of  which  his  father  was 
senior  partner,  at  Harrisville,  and  in  1884,  when 
Mr.  Farwell’s  interest  was  purchased  by  the 
Messrs.  Tinkham,  the  firm  name  became  William 
Tinkham  & Co.,  and  has  so  continued  ever  since. 
In  1899  the  firm  was  incorporated  with  William 
Tinkham,  president,  and  Ernest  W.  Tinkham, 
treasurer  and  general  manager.  The  aggressive 
spirit  of  Mr.  Tinkham  has  been  much  in  evidence 
since  his  identification  with  the  business,  which  has 
been  developed  into  one  of  the  most  valuable  mill 
properties  in  the  State.  For  many  years  he  has 
taken  a most  prominent  part  in  the  management  of 
the  business  affairs,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
minutest  details  of  the  business  enables  him  to  act 
solely  on  his  own  judgment.  A a student  of  trade 
conditions  and  market  tendencies,  Mr.  Tinkham 
has  few  equals.  Since  his  connection  with  the 
firm,  the  original  mill  was  burned  in  1894,  and  the 
year  following  a new  one  was  erected.  Subse- 
quently requirements  of  an  increasing  business  ne- 
cessitated the  erection  of  two  large  buildings,  the 
last  one  being  completed  in  1905.  Mr.  Tinkham 
has  other  manufacturing  interests,  being  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  the  Royal  Worsted  Mills 
at  Harrisville,  organized  in  1902,  and  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Alva  Manufacturing  Com{)any,  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business  there.  Mr.  Tinkham 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  Providence 
banking  circles  for  some  time,  being  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Atlantic  National  Bank,  and  was  in 
former  years  a director  in  the  Old  National  Bank, 
and  the  United  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Tinkham  has  found  time  from  his  business 
duties  to  engage  in  public  affairs,  not  as  a poli- 
tician but  as  a good  citizen,  and  has  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a member  of  the  town  council, 
being  president  thereof  for  some  time.  He  was 
president  of  the  Burrillville  Public  Library  As- 
sociation, and  was  a member  of  the  committee  of 
five  that  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  Jesse 
M.  Smith  Free  Public  Library  Building  at  Harris- 
ville, completed  in  1906.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Central  Club  at  Providence. 

On  Jan.  12,  1879,  Tinkham  was  married 
to  Margaret  McCartney,  daughter  of  Hugh  Mc- 
Cartney, of  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  and  to  this  union 
there  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Miriam  E. 

WILLIAM  H.  LUTHER,  of  Providence,  R.  L, 
whose  lineage  is  presented  in  this  record,  is  a suc- 
cessful manufacturer  and  leading  capitalist,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  police  commissioners,  and  a 
very  prominent  citizen.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Edward  Luther,  grandson  of  Martin  Luther,  and 
great-grandson  of  James  Luther,  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution. 

(I)  Capt.  John  Luther,  the  first  ancestor  in 
America  of  this  branch  of  the  Luther  family,  was  a 


native  of  Dorset,  England,  came  to  America  in 
1636,  and  in  1639  became  one  of  the  purchasers  of 
Taunton,  Massachusetts.  Some  authorities  have 
him  the  captain  of  a vessel  from  Boston,  trading  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Delaware  river  in  1644,  and 
killed  by  the  Indians  on  that  river.  He  is  made  the 
father  of  Elder  Samuel  and  Hezekiah  Luther. 
Elder  Samuel  Luther  was  the  second  Baptist  min- 
ister of  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  was  ordained  July  22, 

1685. 

(H)  Hezekiah  Luther,  son  of  Capt.  John,  was 
born  in  1640,  and  died  July  23,  1723.  His  wife, 
Sarah,  died  Aug.  22,  1722.  Their  cnildren  were: 
John,  born  in  1663;  Nathaniel,  in  1664;  Joseph, 
Eeb.  12,  1669;  Elizabeth,  Dec.  29,  1671;  Edward, 
April  27,  1674;  Hezekiah,  Aug.  27,  1676;  and  Han- 
nah. 

(HI)  Lieut.  Hezekiah  Luther,  born  Aug.  27, 
1676,  was  married  in  March,  1704,  to  Martha  Gard- 
ner, and  died  Oct.  27,  1763,  survived  by  his  wife 
only  until  Nov.  2,  1763.  Their  children,  all  born 
in  Swansea,  were:  Robert,  born  Dec.  13,  1704; 
Levi,  born  Aug.  4,  1706;  Esek,  Dec.  6,  1708; 
Constant,  Oct.  4,  1711;  Lydia,  Sept.  19,  1714; 
Simeon,  May  19,  1717;  Edward,  Eeb.  15,  1719; 
Martha,  Nov.  28,  1721;  Sarah,  Aug.  2,  1724;  Avis, 
Dec.  17,  1726;  Hezekiah,  Eeb.  19,  1728;  and  Cal- 
vin, Aug.  9,  1731. 

(IV)  Edward  Luther,  born  Feb.  15,  1719,  mar- 
ried March  13,  1745,  Sarah  Sweet,  of  Providence, 
and  died  March  7,  1776.  Their  children,  all  born 
in  Swansea,  were:  James,  born  Feb.  19,  1747; 
Sarah,  May  10,  1748;  Abner,  June  27,  1750;  Mar- 
tha, Oct.  21,  1752;  Edward,  Nov.  10,  1754;  Gard- 
ner, Elizabeth  and  Sweet,  triplets,  Eeb.  19,  17571 
Peleg,  Jan.  2,  1760,  Ereelove,  March  15,  1762; 
Samuel,  April  26,  1764;  and  Elizabeth,  April  15, 
1766. 

(V)  James  Luther,  born  Feb.  19,  1747,  was  a 
resident  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  from  which  place  he  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Co- 
well’s “Spirit  of  ’76,”  gives  a James  Luther  as  a 
private  in  Capt.  Baley’s  Company,  Col.  Littitz’s 
regiment,  on  the  pay-roll  of  September,  1776.  It 
is  claimed  he  enlisted  three  times  for  service  in 
that  war,  and  in  1833  was  granted  a pension,  being 
then  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  He  married  Sarah 
Bowen,  a relative,  and  all  of  their  children,  ex- 
cepting the  eldest,  were  born  at  East  Greenwich, 
R.  L,  namely:  Chloe,  born  in  Swansea,  Alass., 
married  (first)  John  Whidden,  and  (second)  Wil- 
liam Andrews ; Alartin  is  mentioned  farther  on ; 
Lydia  married  Charles  Vale;  Sarah  married  Peleg 
Sherman ; Betsey  married  David  Collins ; Peleg 
married  Olive  Tourtelotte. 

(VI)  Martin  Luther,  son  of  James,  was  a resi- 
dent of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  where  in  his  early  life,  he 
operated  a large  tannery,  and  was  also  an  exten- 
sive land  holder.  This  tannery  was  located  near 
what  was  known  as  the  old  red  weaving  shop,  on 
the  Hartford  turn-pike,  near  the  Eour  Corners,  in 
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the  town  of  Scituate.  At  one  time  he  was  one  of 
the  most  substantial  men  of  the  town,  but  later  in 
life  met  with  hnancial  reverses.  He  lived  to  a good 
old  age,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Harley 
P.,  in  North  Scituate.  He  was  known  as  a man 
of  great  force  of  character,  one  of  his  chief  char- 
acteristics being  firmness.  He  married  Lucy 
Bowen,  and  their  children  were  as  follows ; Har- 
ley P.,  a farmer  and  large  land  owner  in  North 
Scituate,  married  Abbie  Bowen,  and  a sketch  of 
his  life  and  the  record  of  his  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere ; Edward  is  mentioned  farther  on ; Gard- 
ner, who  married  Mary  Childs,  was  a block  prin- 
ter, and  for  many  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Spragues  and  resided  in  Cranston;  Albert  went 
South  in  young  manhood,  and  as  a soldier  in  the 
United  States  Army  participated  in  the  Seminole 
war,  later  locating  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  but 
finally  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  his  brother  in  North  Scituate,  unmarried ; 
William  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter,  never 
married,  and  died  in  North  Scituate,  where  he 
was  known  as  a man  of  ver>'  devout  religious  prin- 
ciples ; Isaac  was  a seafaring  man  and  died  in 
young  manhood,  unmarried ; Sarah,  also  unmarried, 
died  in  Providence. 

(VII)  Edward  Luther,  born  April  9,  1807,  in 
Johnston,  R.  I.,  learned  the  business  of  block  print- 
ing, and  for  many  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Spragues  at  Cranston.  Leaving  there  he  went  to 
Dover,  N.  BI.,  and  for  six_  years  was  employed  in 
the  Cocheko  Print  Works.  Returning  to  Provi- 
dence he  engaged  for  a time  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Albert  D.  Sprague,  in  the  planing-mill  busi- 
ness, but  later  disposed  of  his  interests  there  and 
embarked  in  the  tea,  coffee  and  spice  business  with 
a iMr.  Wightman,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  New 
England  Coffee  & Spice  Company,  their  establish- 
ment being  located  on  Dorrance  street.  Later  Mr. 
Wightman  sold  his  interest  to  Thomas  W.  Sprague, 
and  they  did  an  extensive  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sprague  & Luther,  continuing  until  Mr. 
Luther’s  death  which  occurred  Aug.  27,  1861.  He 
was  buried  in  Locust  Grove  Cemetery  in  Provi- 
dence. Mr.  Luther  held  a commission  in  the  Rhode 
Island  militia  during  the  Dorr  war.  He  attended 
the  Universalist  Church,  and  was  a man  much  es- 
teemed for  his  many  good  qualities. 

On  Nov.  3,  1831,  Mr.  Luther  was  married  to 
Hannah  Sprague,  who  was  born  July  7,  1808,  at 
Cranston,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Dinah  (Wil- 
liams) Sprague,  the  latter  a lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Williams,  she  being  a daughter  of  William 
Williams,  son  of  Daniel,  son  of  Peleg,  son  of  Dan- 
iel, who  was  a son  of  Roger  Williams.  Mrs.  Han- 
nah (Sprague)  Luther  survived  her  husband  until 
Oct.  13,  1895,  and  was  buried  beside  him.  Their 
children  were;  Edward  A.,  born  Oct.  19,  1832,  was 
married  Oct.  13,  1855,  to  Mary  S.  Darling,  and  re- 
sided in  Providence,  where  he  was  in  the  jewelry 


business,  and  where  he  died  Oct.  18,  1904,  leaving 
two  children,  Lucy  E.  (wife  of  William  O.  Fen- 
ner, of  Providence)  and  Edward  D.  (who  married 
Hattie  Louise  Fuller,  and  resides  in  Providence)  ; 
Adeline,  born  May  16,  1836,  died  Aug.  4,  1837; 
Lucy  A.,  born  April  10,  1841,  is  mentioned  farther 
on;  William  Henry,  born  April  21,  1844,  is  men- 
tioned farther  on;  George  A.  and  James  H.,  twins, 
were  born  April  14,  1847. 

(VUI)  Lucy  A.  Luther  was  married  Jan.  27, 
1864,  to  Dr.  George  W.  Snow,  a native  of  Chelsea, 
Mass.,  son  of  Zenas  and  Temperance  (Smith) 
Snow,  and  a descendant  of  the  old  Snow  family  of 
Cape  Cod,  who  descended  from  Nicholas  Snow,  of 
the  “Mayfiower  Compact”  and  who  came  in  the  ship 
“Ann.”  Dr.  Snow  also  descended  from  Constance 
Hopkins,  of  the  “Mayflower,”  He  received  his 
medical  instruction  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  School, 
and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  became  assist- 
ant surgeon  in  the  28th  Regiment,  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  later  was  promoted  to  be  surgeon 
in  the  35th  Regiment,  9th  Army  Corps.  Subse- 
quently he  was  on  staff  duty  under  General  Griffin, 
and  so  continued  for  two  years,  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Dr.  Snow  settled  for  practice  in  New- 
buryport,  in  1865,  there  continued  until  his 
death  May  20,  1893.  The  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Snow  were : Allan  Boone,  born  March  14,  1866, 
died  May  i,  1877;  Ida  Sprague,  born  Oct.  20,  1868, 
was  married  Jan.  27,  1890,  to  Charles  H.  Herrick, 
and  died  July  8,  1891,  leaving  one  son,  Allan  Snow, 
born  June  28,  1891 ; Edward  Luther,  born  Nov.  3, 
1875,  died  Jan.  12,  1877;  Frank  Whipple,  born 
July  9,  1878,  graduated  from  Harvard  Medical 
School  in  1902,  and  is  now  in  active  practice  in 
Newburyport.  Mrs.  Snow  is  a resident  of  that 
city  and  is  a member  of  Old  Newbury  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

(VIII)  George  A.  Luther  was  married  Dec.  7, 
1870,  to  Clara  Waterman  Dexter,  and  resides  at 
PawtuckH.  They  have  one  son,  Dexter  S. 

(VHI)  James  H.  Luther  was  married  July  4, 
1870,  to  Anna  Blackington,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence, where  he  is  a jeweler.  He  has  two  chil- 
dren, Herbert  and  Mabel. 

(VIII)  William  Henry  Luther  was  born 
April  21,  1844,  at  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  was  four 
years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Providence. 
He  received  his  earlier  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Providence,  and  supplemented  it  at  the 
private  school  kept  by  Samuel  Austin.  Soon  after 
leaving  school  be  learned  the  trade  of  a lapidary  with 
his  brother  Edward  A.,  who  was  then  engaged  in 
business  at  Attleboro,  Mass.  After  a short  period 
in  partnership  with  a cousin,  John  W.  Luther,  in 
this  business  in  Providence,  in  1864  he  engaged  as 
a lapidary  on  his  own  account,  and  was  located  at 
different  points  in  Providence,  moving  from  one  to 
another  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  growing  busi- 
ness. In  1873  he  admitted  his  brother,  Edward  A. 
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Luther,  as  a partner,  the  firm  becoming  Luther 
Brothers,  manufacturing  jewelers,  which  style  con- 
tinued until  1884,  when  Edward  A.  withdrew. 

In  January,  1877,  Mr.  Luther  removed  his  busi- 
ness to  its  present  location  on  Oxford  street,  in 
South  Providence.  The  company  consists  of  Mr. 
Luther  and  his  son,  Frederick,  who  was  admitted 
as  partner  in  1888,  and  is  conducted  under  the  firm 
style  of  William  H.  Luther  & Son.  They  have  one 
of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  jewelry  manufactur- 
ing establishments  in  Rhode  Island,  and  as  manu- 
facturers of  high  grade  electroplated  jewelry,  in- 
cluding cuff-buttons,  brooches,  waist-sets,  rings, 
belt-pins,  etc.,  they  have  won  national  reputation. 
Their  “high-grade,  low  priced”  jewelry  articles  are 
made  serviceable  enough  to  give  complete  satisfac- 
tion to  the  consumer,  and  consequently  the  trade 
has  come  to  consider  them  among  the  best  line  of 
goods  to  be  handled.  The  product  of  this  com- 
pany finds  a ready  market  not  only  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada,  but  in  foreign  countries  as 
well.  The  business  is  constantly  on  the  increase, 
and  at  times  employment  is  given  to  250  hands. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Luther  is  a zealous  Re- 
publican, and  on  many  occasions  has  been  elected 
to  fill  important  positions  by  his  party.  On  Aug. 
6,  1889,  he  was  appointed  license  commissioner,  and 
served  until  April,  1890.  On  Feb.  27,  1895,  he  was 
appointed  a commissioner  of  the  fire  department, 
thus  becoming  a member  of  the  first  board  of  this 
nature  ever  created  in  the  city.  He  held  this  posi- 
tion until  Dec.  19,  1901,  when  he  resigned,  having 
been  appointed  a member  of  the  board  of  police 
commissioners  on  Nov.  26,  1901.  This  latter  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Gov.  W'illiam  Gregory.  The 
board  was  the  first  created  after  the  act  providing 
for  it  had  passed  the  General  Assembly.  After 
the  death  of  Col.  Frank  F.  Olney,  who  died  in  of- 
fice in  October,  1903,  Mr.  Luther  became  chairman 
of  the  board  of  police  commissioners. 

The  incumbent  of  the  chairmanship  of  the 
board  of  police  commissioners  is  subject  to  a great 
deal  of  criticism,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  any 
incumbent  to  satisfy  every  individual.  It  happened 
that  Mr.  Luther  assumed  the  office  amid  much  op- 
position, as  it  was  recognized  by  his  opponents  that 
he  was  a man  who  could  not  be  coerced,  and  as 
one  who  had  no  political  debts  to  pay.  As  time  has 
gone  on  his  thorough,  straight-forward  and  emi- 
nently fair  administration  has  dissolved  the  oppo- 
sition,'and  all  of  his  fellow  citizens  have  come  to 
recognize  that  his  methods  are  “a  square  deal  for 
all,  nothing  more.”  Personally  Mr.  Luther  is  a 
man  of  affable,  genial  manner,  and  he  receives  every 
citizen  on  an  equal  footing.  He  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  a remarkable  way,  and  his 
advice  and  judgment  are  solicited  and  depended 
upon  in  all  important  movements.  In  January, 
1906,  when  the  question  of  a successor  to  Mr.  Lu- 
ther was  being  talked  of,  the  Providence  Journal  of 
Jan.  8th  had  the  following  editorial,  under  the 
-head  line  “Service  Worth  Retaining” : 


“There  seems  no  good  reason  why  there  should  be  any 
question  as  to  the  best  way  of  filling  the  vacancy  soon  to 
occur  in  the  Police  Commission  of  the  City.  Mr.  William 
H.  Luther,  the  present  chairman,  whose  term  is  about  to 
expire,  has  given  himself  to  the  work  with  conspicuous 
assiduity  and  earnestness  from  the  first  organization  of 
the  commission,  and  a great  part  of  the  success  that  has 
attended  this  new  method  of  managing  the  police  force 
is  due  to  his  efforts.  He  is  a man  of  honesty,  independ- 
ence and  pertinacity,  constitutionally  averse  to  being  a 
mere  figurehead  or  to  taking  action  of  any  kind  dictated 
by  other  influences  than  his  own  carefully  formed  judg- 
ment. While  his  practical  good  sense  saves  him  from  at- 
tempting the  impossible  he  has  been  courageous  and  un- 
compromising in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  entrusted  to 
his  charge  to  the  limit  of  their  practicability.  Another 
man  might  be  found  who  would  do  equally  well  in  the 
trying  position ; it  is  not  probable  that  one  could  be  found 
who  would  do  better.  The  office  has  few  attractions  for 
men  who  are  really  qualified  to  fill  it.  If  Mr.  Luther, 
therefore,  with  his  experience  and  good  record,  is  willing 
to  continue  to  give  his  services  to  the  city  it  would  be 
unwise  indeed  to  deprive  the  city  of  them.” 

As  Mr.  Luther  was  continued  in  the  office,  the 
opinion  seemed  to  be  widely  shared  in  Providence. 

Mr.  Luther  was  married  Jan.  2,  1865,  to  Mary 
Emily  Blandin,  of  Norton,  Mass.,  daughter  of 
Sumner  and  Louise  (Messinger)  Blandin.  They 
have  one  son,  Frederick  B.,  who  was  born  Sept.  12, 
1866,  in  Providence.  He  completed  his  education  at 
the  Mowry  & Goff  English  and  Classical  School,  and 
in  1888  became  associated  with  his  father,  at  pres- 
ent being  the  active  manager  of  the  business.  He 
is  also  the  proprietor  of  the  Atlantic  Greenhouses, 
having  developed  a large  business  in  that  line  in 
the  city.  He  was  married  in  Providence  to  Nettie 
Bell  Simmons, 

William  H.  Luther  is  a man  socially  inclined, 
and  has  served  as  president  of  the  Pomham  and 
West  Side  Clubs,  in  whose  organization  he  was 
active,  and  he  was  the  main  organizer  and  founder 
of  the  Central  Club.  He  always  shows  much  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  these  concerns.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade;  the 
Rhode  Island  Yacht  Club;  the  Rhode  Island  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association ; the  New  England  Manu- 
facturers’ Association,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  a member  of  Adelphoi  Lodge,  No.  23,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.  Mr.  Luther  is  an  attendant  and  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Woodbury  Memorial  Church  (Uni- 
tarian), and  for  several  years,  until  the  press  of 
private  business  prevented,  he  served  as  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees. 

JOHN  J.  McINERNEY  is  of  Scotch  extrac- 
tion, and  was  born  in  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  28,  1855,  son  of  Thomas  and  Katherine 
(Hewett)  Mclnerney. 

Thomas  Mclnerney  was  a farmer,  owning  a 
tract  of  130  acres,  and  followed  that  occupation  all 
of  his  life.  Although  a stanch  Democrat  he  never 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  matters.  He  and 
his  wife  Katherine  Hewett  had  eight  children : 
Jane,  who  married  Thomas  Devere ; Angeline  M., 
teacher  and  later  a telegraph  operator;  Anna  L., 
who  married  Daniel  C.  Kenyon,  editor  of  the  Pen- 
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diiliiiii;  Margaret  H. ; Thomas,  deceased;  James 
A.,  a carpenter  at  Waterbury,  Conn. ; William, 
deceased:  and  John  j. 

John  J.  IMcInerney  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in  the  IMaplewood 
Seminary  there,  the  latter  of  which  was  conducted 
hy  Rev.  Eber  Rollo,  a Presbyterian  minister  and  a 
highly  educated  man,  whose  two  daughters  were  his 
assistants.  This  seminary  jMr.  Mclnerney  attended 
for  one  year,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  left 
school.  His  father  dying  soon  after,  young  IMc- 
Inerney  undertook  the  management  of  the  farm  for 
a year  or  two,  after  which  he  took  the  agency  of  the 
station  at  Lippitt,  R.  I.,  and  while  there  learned 
telegraphy.  The  road  was  leased  to  the  Hartford, 
Providence  & Fishkill  Railroad,  and  Mr.  IMcIner- 
ney's  station  closed,  and  he  returned  home,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  After  clerking  for  a time 
he  secured  a position  under  W..  E.  Chamberlin,  of 
the  Worcester,  IMass.,  division  at  Blackstone  Junc- 
tion. Here  he  had  a position  as  clerk  and  remained 
until  October,  1881,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  station  agent  at  IMillville,  IMass.  He  re- 
mained there  from  1881  until  1891,  when  he  located 
in  Auburn,  R.  L,  as  the  agent  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad,  taking  the  posi- 
tion of  freight  agent  at  that  place,  and  here  he  has 
since  remained.  The  duties  of  this  office  have  in- 
creased materially  on  account  of  the  increase  in 
population  at  that  point,  Mr.  Mclnerney  having 
seen  the  town  of  Auburn  grow  from  a village  of  a 
few  houses  to  what  it  is  today.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  line  of  work,  being  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  the  town. 

IMr.  IMcInerney  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  Cranston.  He  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  as  were  his  brothers,  and  served  in 
the  common  council  in  1904-05-06-07,  being  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  claims.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  the  United  Workmen,  was  the  lodge’s 
first  warden,  and  is  now  treasurer ; he  is  a member 
of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  Park 
Lodge  No.  27 ; of  Doric  Lodge,  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  of 
Auburn,  and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree 
in  Scottish  Rite  jMasonry ; and  also  belongs  to  Park 
Hill  Lodge,  No.  44,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was 
at  one  time  assistant  vice  grand. 

Mr.  IMcInerney  married  Nellie  C.  Blanchard, 
daughter  of  Mathew  W.  Blanchard,  postmaster  of 
^Millville,  Mass.,  and  two  children  have  been  born 
to  them : Anna  Louise,  who  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  1905  ; and  Alice  Hope,  who  attends 
a musical  college. 

DR.  LUCY  H.  A.  BROWN,  who  passed  away 
Feb.  14.  1908,  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
Asa  W.  Brown,  and  was  of  good  old  Puritan 
stock,  descending  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  New  England. 

(I)  John  Brown,  the  emigrant  progenitor  of 
the  family,  with  his  wife  Dorothy  and  children 
John  and  James,  came  from  Leyden  to  Plymouth, 


Mass.,  in  1626.  Their  daughter  Mary,  who  was 
born  in  Plymouth,  married  Thomas  Willett,  Mayor 
of  New  York.  John  Brown  was  a joint  grantee 
with  Edward  Winslow  in  the  deed  of  Rehoboth, 
given  by  the  Indian  chief  Massasoit.  For  sixteen 
years  he  was  assistant  governor  and  several  times 
was  commissioner  for  making  treaties  with  the 
Indians.  In  1636  he  removed  to  Duxbury,  and 
in  1643  to  Taunton,  and  he  died  at  Swansea,  April 
10,  1662. 

fll)  John  Brown  (2),  son  of  John,  died  in 
IMarch,  1662.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Buckland. 

(HI)  John  Brown  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  born 
in  September,  1650,  was  a captain  during  King 
Philip’s  war.  On  Nov.  8,  1672,  he  married  Ann 
Mason. 

(IV)  John  Brown  (4),  son  of  John  (3), 
born  April  28,  1675,  married  July  2,  1696,  Abigail 
Cole. 

(V)  James  Brown,  son  of  John  (4),  born  in 
1706,  died  in  1777.  His  wife's  name  was  Ruth. 

(\T)  James  Brown  (2),  son  of  James,  was 
born  Sept.  14,  1731,  at  Taunton,  IMass.  He  married 
in  1753,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Mary  Anthony,  born 
Dec.  22,  1737,  in  that  city.  Their  children  were: 
Amasa,  born  in  1754;  Alice,  1756;  Anthony,  1758; 
Stephen,  1761;  Ruth,  1763;  Jonathan,  1765;  and 
David,  1769.  James  Brown  about  1800  went  to 
Hartford,  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
died  Feb.  2,  1.805,  E buried  in  the  old  grave- 
yard adjacent  to  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  North 
Village.  His  wife  died  Feb.  24,  1810,  and  is 
buried  by  his  side. 

(VH)  Anthony  Brown,  son  of  James  (2), 
was  born  Oct.  i,  1758,  and  married  in  1780,  Esther 
Bailey,  their  children  being:  Daniel,  born  in  1781; 
William,  1783;  Mary,  1784;  Samuel,  1787;  and 
Rebecca.  1789. 

(\TH)  Daniel  Brown,  son  of  Anthony,  born 
in  1781,  married  in  1805  Alice  Whitford,  and 
their  children  were:  James,  born  in  1807;  Asa 
W.,  1813;  David,  1823;  Susan,  1809;  and  Mar- 
garet in  1816.  Daniel  Brown  was  a farmer  in 
Sterling  and  South  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

(IX)  Asa  W.  Brown,  M.  D.,  was  borir 
Sept.  28,  1813.  in  Sterling,  Conn.,  son  of 

Daniel  Brown,  but  when  he  was  three  years  of 
age  the  family  removed  to  Killingly.  There  he 
attended  the  common  schools  of  the  time,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  began  teaching,  receiv- 
ing after  his  twenty-first  year  an  academic  edu- 
cation. for  which  he  paid  out  of  the  small  earn- 
ings of  his  school  teacliing.  Having  a fixed  desire 
to  enter  the  medical  jjrofession,  he  labored  against 
unfavorable  circumstances  for  many  years,  but 
finally,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  graduated  from  the 
Homeopathic  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  soon 
afterward  commenced  practice  in  Centreville,  R. 
I.,  but,  his  health  being  poor,  he  removed  to  Mystic 
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Bridge,  Conn.,  in  the  hope  that  the  change  might 
benefit  him.  There  he  remained  until  1872,  when 
he  was  obliged  to  give  himself  rest  for  a time  on 
account  of  his  health.  He  spent  two  years  at  Dan- 
ielson, and  in  1874  located  in  Providence,  where 
he  soon  acquired  a large  practice  and  for  more  than 
twenty  years  enjoyed  unusual  success  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  Brown  was  married  (first)  in  1837  to  Lucy 
M.  Pray,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter.  Dr.  Lucy 

H.  A.  Brown.  He  married  (second)  in  April, 
1842,  Maria  Burlingame  Kies,  and  to  this 
union  on  May  24,  1847,  was  born  one  son,  Stephen 
B.,  who  is  now  secretary  of  Crescent  Park,  Provi- 
dence. Dr.  Brown  married  (third)  July  5,  1882, 
l\Irs.  Lucy  A.  Briggs.  Dr.  Brown  died  at  his 
summer  home  (where  he  had  spent  the  heated  term 
for  many  years)  at  Cottage  City,  Nantucket,  June 

I,  1903,  and  was  buried  at  Swan  Point  cemetery. 
Providence. 

(X)  Lucy  H.  A.  Brown  was  born  in  Killingly, 
Conn.,  June  8,  1841.  The  mother  died  when  Lucy 
was  but  two  months  old,  but  just  before  her  death 
had  given  her  babe  to  her  sister  in  Killingly,  \yho 
proved  to  be  a kind  mother  to  her  infant  charge. 
She  lived  in  Killingly  until  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  went  to  Voluntown,  where  she  attended 
school.  On  reaching  the  years  of  helpfulness  to 
herself  Miss  Brown  learned  telegraphy  in  Mystic, 
and  followed  that  occupation  for  two  years  at 
Kingston,  afterward  engaging  as  a bookkeeper  and 
as  cashier  in  business  houses  in  Providence  for 
Thomas  Pray,  Jr.  In  1877,  at  the  suggestion  of  a 
phrenologist,  and  in  the  face  of  discouragement 
from  friends,  she  decided  to  take  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  and,  after  studying  with  Dr.  Jewett,  of 
Catskill,  N.  Y.,  for  one  year,  she  entered  the 
Homeopathic  Hospital  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
in  the  fall  of  1880.  She  graduated  from  that  in- 
stitute with  an  honorable  record  of  standing  (over 
ninety  per  cent.)  March  8,  1882.  Dr.  Brown  then 
came  to  Providence,  and  on  May  9th  of  the  same 
year  opened  an  office  on  Chestnut  street.  With 
health  somewhat  depleted  by  close  application  to 
her  studies,  the  work  of  her  practice  soon  began  to 
show  its  effect  upon  her,  and  after  two  years  she 
was  so  far  broken  down  that  a change  was  neces- 
sary. She  therefore  left  this  field  and  located  at 
Normal  Park,  111.,  where  she  procured  a license 
and  practised  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  with  health  restored.  Dr.  Brown  returned  to 
Providence,  at  first  occupying  the  office  with  her 
father.  Her  practice  soon  grew  to  such  an  extent 
that  she  opened  an  office  of  her  own  in  W'esleyan 
Avenue,  ^remaining  there  for  one  and  one-half 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  moving  to  No. 
336  Willard  avenue,  thence  to  Broad  and  Lock- 
wood  streets,  and  from  there  to  No.  420  Westmin- 
ster street,  where  she  remained  for  three  years. 
From  February,  1903,  until  her  death  she  was  lo- 
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cated  at  N^o.  68  Jackson  street,  where  she  enjoyed  a 
large  patronage. 

Dr.  Brown  was  a member  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homeopathy,  the  Rhode  Island  Homeo- 
pathic Society,  and  the  Electro-Therapeutic.  So- 
ciety. She  was  a skilled  physician,  and  won  the 
confidence  of  the  community  to  such  an  extent  that 
her  large  and  lucrative  practice  was  assured. 

COL.  AUGUSTUS  W.  COLWELL,  during 
his  lifetime  a well-known  and  honorable  citizen  of 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  in  1837  in  Greystone, 
Rhode  Island,  and  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  the  State.  Rhode  Island  has  been 
the  continuous  abiding  place  of  the  Colwells  for 
approximately  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  since 
the  coming  thither  of  one  Robert  Colwell,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  Rhode  Island  family,  not  far  from 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  is  of 
record  in  Providence  in  1654,  on  April  28th  of 
which  year  he  purchased  a house  and  house-lot  of 
John  Fenner  “lying  betwixt  Edward  Inman  and 
John  Smith.”  He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in 
May,  1666.  He  removed  to  Long  Island,  New 
York,  previous  to  Dec.  31,  1670.  His  wife  was 
Margaret  (White),  and  their  children  were  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Colwell,  the  latter  born  July  i,  1664. 

Robert  Colwell  (2),  son  of  Robert  and  Mar- 
garet, through  whom  the  name  here  in  Rhode  Is- 
land has  been  perpetuated,  was  born  Jan.  9,  1662, 
and  died  in  June,  1748.  He  married  Amy  Down- 
ing, and  their  children,  their  births  all  being  of  rec- 
ord at  Bristol,  were : Margaret,  Mary,  Robert, 
Amey,  Richard,  Elizabeth,  John,  William,  Sarah 
and  Ruth.  The  father  may  have  subsequently  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  Glocester,  R.  I.,  where  some 
of  his  children  settled,  and  here  in  Glocester  and 
neighboring  towns,  including  Providence,  mainly 
the  name  has  continued.  It  is  from  this  family  de- 
scended the  late  Dr.  Francis  Colwell,  long  promi- 
nent in  his  profession — that  of  medicine — in  Provi- 
dence, where  has  lived  and  just  died  the  Doctor’s 
son,  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Colwell,  a prominent 
lawyer,  of  long  and  honorable  public  service  in 
the  city  of  his  adoption,  for  a period  Judge  of  the 
old  Court  of  Magistrates,  several  times  City  Solici- 
tor, State  Senator,  etc. ; and,  too,  from  this  stock  de- 
scended the  late  Rev.  John  W.  Colwell,  years  ago 
known  to  the  residents  of  this  locality;  and  from 
this  State  also  came  the  veteran  soldier  and  officer 
of  the  Civil  war,  whose  bravery  and  gallant  deeds 
are  a matter  of  history,  the  late  Col.  Augustus  W. 
Colwell,  of  Woonsocket.  The  latter  is  survived 
by  both  of  his  children,  one  of  whom  is  Mr. 
Frederick  A.  Colwell,  of  Woonsocket,  where  he  is 
occupied  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  boxes  and  in 
the  printing  business,  while  another  is  IMiss.  Lottie 
M.  Colwell,  a teacher  in  the  Woonsocket  public 
schools. 

Again  one  branch  of  the  Glocester  Colwell  fam- 
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ily  is  in  a sense  historic,  one  of  its  members  having 
though  indirect  alliance  become  connected  with  the 
ancient  Roger  Williams  family.  This  was  Robert 
Colwell,  of  Gloccster,  who  was  married  in  1728  to 
Martha  ^\■insor,  whose  father,  Samuel  Wdnsor,  of 
Providence,  was  the  son  of  Samuel  A\'insor  and  his 
wife  IMercy  (Williams),  she  a daughter  of  the 
“Apostle  of  Liberty" — Roger  Williams. 

Arnold  Colwell,  the  grandfather  of  Colonel  Col- 
well, was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  died  in  Brooklyn, 
that  State.  He  carried  on  farming  in  Brooklyn. 
He  married  Hannah  Wilmouth  of  Scituate,  R.  I., 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  them,  viz. : La- 
vinia  married  George  Rhodes ; IMary  married 
Amasa  Smith;  Lucy  married  Nedebiah  Angell ; 
Nancy  married  Jonah  Titus  ; Abby  married  James 
Aldrich ; W'illiam  Arnold  is  mentioned  below ; 
John,  who  married  Hannah  Wing,  was  a Baptist 
minister,  and  he  died  while  on  the  passage  to  Cali- 
fornia. in  1849;  Timothy  lived  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  where  he  had  a plantation,  and  where  he  mar- 
ried. 

William  Arnold  Colwell  was  born  in  Foster,  R. 
I.,  and  died  Sept.  16,  1870,  in  Providence,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  In  early  life  he  was  a machinist, 
having  learned  the  trade  in  North  Providence, 
and  he  rose  to  the  responsible  position  of  mill  su- 
perintendent. He, served  as  such  in  the  Harkness  & 
Stead  mills,  at  Hebronville,  Mass.,  for  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years,  at  the  end  of  that  period  going  to 
Manville,  R.  L,  where  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
mills  of  the  same  firm  for  seven  or  eight  years.  His 
next  move  was  to  Scituate,  R.  I.,  where  he  took  up 
farming,  following  that  occupation  for  several 
years,  after  which  he  again  became  a mill  super- 
intendent, this  time  in  the  Lapham  mills,  at  Cen- 
treville,  R.  I.  However,  he  remained  there  only  a 
few  years,  his  health  failing,  and  he  removed  to 
I’rovidence,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Colwell  was  industrious  and  thrifty,  and  ac- 
quired a fair  competence.  He  never  took  any  ac- 
tive part  in  public  affairs,  though  he  was  a stalwart 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a regular  attendant  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Mr.  Colwell  was  married  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  to 
Mahala  Winsor,  born  in  Smithfield,  daughter  of 
Augustus  and  Huldah  Winsor.  She  died  in  Provi- 
dence May  9,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  three 
dying  in  infancy.  \\  e have  the  following  record  of 
the  eight  who  reached  maturity:  (i)  William  H., 
a resident  of  Pawtucket,  is  bookkeeper  for  J.  O. 
Draper  & Co.,  soap  manufacturers.  He  married 
Eunice -Carpenter.  (2)  Huldah  \^’.  married  Milton 
E'ranch,  of  Atfleboro,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Pawtucket. 
(3)  Hannah  \V.  married  Alpheus  Borden,  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  a pattern-maker,  who  died  in  Paw- 
tucket, where  she  now  resides.  (4)  Augustus 
is  mentioned  below.  (5)  Lucy  lives  in  Providence, 
unmarried.  (6)  Rev.  James  lived  in  Greenville,  R. 


I.,  in  which  village  he  was  pastor  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  until  his  death.  He  married  Sarah  Saun- 
ders, of  North  Scituate.  (7)  Richard,  a resident 
of  Granville,  Ohio,  is  professor  of  Greek  in  Denni- 
son University.  He  married  (first)  Emily  Harts- 
horn, of  Providence,  and  (second)  xUbby  Kerr,  of 
Granville,  Ohio.  (8)  Walter,  now  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  is  a member  of  the  B.  P.  Clapp  Ammonia 
Company.  He  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Laura 
Pendleton,  of  Boston,  and  second  to  Alabel  Robin- 
son, of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Augustus  W.  Colwell  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Woonsocket  and  the  Bushee  Acad- 
emy. On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  the 
spring  of  1861,  at  which  time  he  was  a resident  of 
Pawtucket  or  vicinity,  he  was  one  of  the  thousands 
of  the  youth  of  our  land  who,  on  the  call  of  the 
President  for  troops,  rushed  to  the  country's  de- 
fense. From  that  early  period  in  the  conflict  until 
the  close  of  hostilities  in  1865 — from  start  to  fin- 
ish— he  followed  the  flag  wherever  it  led,  and  as 
gallantly  defended  it.  He  was  enrolled  at  Paw- 
tucket, April  17,  1861,  and  mustered  in  as  sergeant. 
May  2,  1861,  of  Company  E,  ist  Rhode  Island  De- 
tached IMilitia,  under  Colonel  Burnside,  serving  for 
three  months.  This  regiment,  composed  of  the 
choicest  material,  achieved  a national  reputation, 
and  in  the  fiery  ordeal  of  the  conflict  at  Bull  Run 
was  highly  commended  for  bravery  and  fortitude 
in  the  day  of  battle. 

Late  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1861  was  or- 
ganized the  3d  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, with  which  young  Colwell  cast  his  lot,  en- 
listing Oct.  7th,  and  was  mustered  in  Nov.  28,  1861. 
The  period  of  the  regiment’s  service  extended  from 
August,  1861,  to  September,  1865,  during  which 
time  its  several  companies  were  scattered  over  a 
wide  territory  and  many  States,  serving  now  as  in- 
fantry, now  as  heavy  artillery,  now  as  light  artillery, 
and  at  times  detachments  and  different  companies 
serving  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  upon  armed 
transports,  as  coast  guard  or  on  special  service. 
The  principal  field  of  its  activities  was  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  South,  which  embraced  South 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida,  under  the  command 
successively  of  General  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  Da- 
vid Hunter, Ormsby  IM.  Mitchell,  Quincy  A.Gillmore 
and  John  G.  Foster,  against  whom  commanded  in 
succession  Generals  Robert  E.  Lee,  John  C.  Pem- 
berton and  G.  T.  Beauregard.  The  following  sieges 
and  battles  were  officially  ordered  inscribed  upon 
the  colors  of  the  regiment : Fort  Pulaski,  Seces- 
sionville,  Pocataligo,  Morris  Island,  Fort  Sumter. 
Fort  Wagner,  Olustee,  Drury’s  Bluff,  Laurel  Hill, 
Honey  Hill,  Vevoux  Neck,  Fort  Burnham  and 
Petersburg. 

With  this  regiment  from  start  to  finish  young 
Colwell  shared  the  fortunes  of  war,  and  by  the  force 
of  his  make-up  and  his  superior  service  rose  from 
the  ranks  to  high  position.  His  record  in  brief  as 
given  in  the  Adjutant  General's  report,  “The  Reg- 
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ister  of  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  1861-65,”  is  as 
follows  : Capt.  Co.  B ; residence,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ; 
Oct.  7,  1861,  enrolled;  Nov.  28,  1861,  mustered 
in;  Aug.  27,  1861,  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
Co.  F ; Jan.  4,  1862,  ordered  to  Fort  Seward ; Alay, 
1862,  ordered  from  Tybee  Island ; July  17,  1862,  or- 
dered on  recruiting  service  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
so  borne  until  Feb.  21,  1863;  Hov.  28,  1862,  com- 
missioned captain  and  mustered  in  as  such  to  date 
Nov.  28,  1862.  Transferred  to  Co.  H,  by  order 
dated  Jan.  5,  1863;  Oct.  6,  1864,  transferred  to  Co. 
B.  Borne  as  in  command  of  battalion  from  Dec. 
I,  1864,  March,  1865 ; March,  1865,  chief  of 

artillery.  Northern  District,  Department  of  the 
South,  and  so  borne  until  June  18,  1865,  when  he 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days ; April 
21,  1865,  commissioned  major  (never  mustered). 
July,  1865,  chief  of  artillery.  Charleston  District; 
Aug.  23,  1865,  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel 

(never  mustered).  Aug.  27,  1865,  mustered  out. 
Rev.  Frederic  Denison,  in  his  History  of  the  Third 
Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  says  that  Col.  Col- 
well fired  more  shot  and  shell  than  any  other  one 
man  during  the  Civil  war. 

Colonel  Colwell  earned  the  reputation  of  being  a 
brave  and  gallant  soldier  and  a true  patriot.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  again  took  up  his  residence  at 
Pawtucket,  where  for  a brief  period  he  was  over- 
seer of  the  department  of  weaving  in  one  of  the 
mills  at  that  point.  Subsequently  he  accepted  a 
similar  position  in  a mill  at  Forestdale,  R.  I.,  and 
sustained  such  relation  with  the  concern  for  ap- 
proximately twenty  years.  Still  later  he  made  his 
home  in  Woonsocket,  having  resided  there  for  some 
six  or  more  years  just  prior  to  his  death.  Latterly 
his  constitution  gradually  gave  way  with  advanc- 
ing years,  the  decline  in  a measure  being  due  to  his 
military  service.  His  hearing  was  for  a long  time 
prior  to  his  death  defective  and  latterly  he  became 
almost  entirely  deaf,  brought  about  largely  by  the 
almost  constant  artillery  fire  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected for  the  two  years  of  his  service  before 
Charleston. 

The  Colonel  was  wedded  to  Woonsocket  and 
vicinity,  for  it  was  here  a part  at  least  of  his  boy- 
hood and  school  days  was  passed ; and  he  seemed 
to  think  much  of  the  Grand  Army  headquarters 
there  of  Smith  Post,  for  here  he  tarried,  seemingly 
loving  the  associations  its  surroundings  imparted. 

Colonel  Colwell,  besides  being  a member  of 
Smith  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Woonsocket,  was  identified 
with  local  bodies  in  different  branches  of  the  IMa- 
sonic  order.  During  his  military  service  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  he  became  a member  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  8,  of  that  city.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  and  his  return  North  he  became  a member  of 
Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  No.  i,  in  that  city. 
Still  later  he -was  made  a Sir  Knight  of  Woonsocket 
Commandery,  No.  23,  K.  T.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  Slater  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  Slatersville, 
Rhode  Island. 


Colonel  Colwell  married  Louisa  ]\I.  Arnold, 
daughter  of  Eber  and  Charlotte  Arnold.  Mrs.  Col- 
well passed  away  Dec.  15,  1896,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years,  and  the  Colonel  survived  her  less  than 
a year,  dying  at  his  home  in  Woonsocket  Oct.  2, 
1^97)  when  sixty  years  old.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Frederick  Augustus  and  Charlotte 
IMahala,  the  last  named  a school  teacher  and  resi- 
dent of  Woonsocket. 

Frederick  Augustus  Colwell,  son  of  the  late 
Col.  Augustus  W.  Colwell,  was  born  Sept.  9,  1858, 
iu  Manville,  R.  1.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools,  later  taking  a commercial 
course  in  the  business  college  of  Mowry  & Goff,  at 
Providence,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  S. 
S.  Foss,  as  bookkeeper,  remaining  with  him  three 
years.  Following  this  experience  he  became  book- 
keeper for  Frederick  W.  Jenks,  who  carried  on  a 
tailoring  business,  continuing  with  him  for  two 
years.  He  then  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  Woonsocket,  as  a manufacturer  of  paper 
boxes,  buying  out  the  interest  of  Palmer  Brown  in 
1881.  The  business  was  established  in  1870.  i\Ir. 
Cohvell  has  continued  in  this  line  up  to  the  present, 
and  his  factory  is  now’  one  of  the  largest  of  the 
kind  in  the  State.  In  1894  he  added  to  the  original 
business  a job  printing  plant,  having  purchased  the 
business  of  C.  C.  Wheelock,  and  for  the  past  fourteen 
years  he  has  been  steadily  developing  this  branch, 
until  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  job  prin- 
ters in  northern  Rhode  Island.  The  enterprise  of  IMr. 
Colwell  has  shown  in  enlarging  both  the  scope  and 
extent  of  his  business  proves  him  to  be  a most  pro- 
gressive man,  full  of  modern  ideas  and  possessing 
energy  for  their  successful  execution.  He  is  broad- 
minded and  liberal  in  his  view’s  of  all  questions,  and 
though  he  takes  the  deepest  interest  in  his  business 
he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  most  up-to-date  move- 
ments, especially  those  affecting  the  moral  and 
mental  advancement  of  the  race.  His' tastes  are  de- 
mestic,  and  he  leads  an  unostentatious  life  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  im- 
portant industries  of  his  section. 

Mr.  Colwell  married  Miss  Adeline  Kingsley 
Horton,  daughter  of  Otis  H.  Horton  and  sister  of 
Charles  H.  Horton,  of  Woonsocket,  a full  history  of 
whose  family  will  be  found  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Colwell 
is  a woman  of  intelligence  and  culture,  and  the 
home  reflects  the  disposition  of  the  family.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell, 
namely  : (i)  Walter  H. ; (2)  Arthur  F.,  who  died 
young;  (3)  Louise  E.,  deceased;  and  (4)  Ralph  W. 
Mr.  Colwell  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  an 
active  member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  Union 
Chapter,  Woonsocket  Council,  Woonsocket  Com- 
mandery, and  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine. 

CHARLES  D.  ROBINSON,  superintendent  of 
the  Crompton  Mills,  and  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  mill  men  of  the  Pawduxet  Valley,  is  a native 
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of  Maine,  born  in  Denmark,  Feb.  7,  1852,  son  of 
Nathan  Robinson,  also  a native  of  that  State. 

Nathan  Robinson  was  a large  land  owner,  and 
throughout  his  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  death  occurred  on  his  farm  in  his  seventy-third 
year.  He  married  Adaline  J.  Pingree,  a native  of 
the  same  section,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
New  England  families,  and  a woman  of  many 
Christian  virtues.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  live  children : Sarah  P.,  Clara, 
Emma  and  Ella  (twins),  and  Charles  D. 

Charles  D.  Robinson  was  born  on  the  home 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  local  dis- 
trict school  and  in  the  Fryburg  Academy.  He  re- 
mained on  the  homestead  until  seventeen  years  of 
age,  and  then  removed  to  Waltham,  Mass.,  where  he 
became  engaged  as  a milk  dealer,  and  where  three 
years  were  spent.  In  1872  he  came  to  Rhode  Is- 
land and  found  employment  with  the  Lonsdale 
Company,  engaging  as  a water  carrier,  and  here 
he  remained  some  time,  learning  much  about  the 
mill  business.  In  1878  he  went  to  Manchester,  N. 
H.,  accepting  the  position  of  overseer  of  spinning 
and  dressing  at  the  Amory  mills  and  the  Langdon 
Corporation,  where  he  continued  for  a period  of 
fifteen  years.  His  present  position,  which  he  ac- 
cepted in  1893,  is  that  of  superintendent  of  the 
Crompton  mills,  where  about  seven  hundred  hands 
are  employed,  all  of  whom  have  the  greatest  re- 
spect  for  IMr.  Robinson.  He  is  an  able  and  efficient 
workman  himself,  and  a fnan  of  much  executive 
ability.  He  makes  his  home  in  Crompton  and  has 
been  active  in  public  matters,  taking  a deep  interest 
in  all  educational  movements.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  school  trustees,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  building  committee  that  erected  the 
fine  $25,000  school  buildings  in  Crompton,  the  erec- 
tion of  which  is  greatly  due  to  ]\Ir.  Robinson’s  en- 
terprise and  public  spirit.  He  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can in  political  matters,  although  he  has  never  cared 
for  public  office.  Devoted  to  his  home  and  family, 
he  is  very  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  belongs  to  no 
societies.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  St. 
Philip’s  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  junior 
warden,  and  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  church 
work,  as  has  also  Mrs.  Robinson. 

i\Ir.  Robinson  was  married  at  Lonsdale,  to  Miss 
Ida  A.  Chase,  born  at  Worcester,  iMass.,  daughter 
of  the  late  Horace  P.  Chase,  and  a descendant  of 
one  of  Rhode  Island’s  oldest  and  most  highly  hon- 
ored families.  To  this  union  have  been  born;  a 
child  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Everett  F.,  a student, 
residing  at  home. 

SAMUEL  S.  .txD  STEPHEN  D.  BROWN, 
highly  respected  citizens  and  successful  farmers  of 
the  town  of  Smithfield,  are  descendants  of  a fam- 
ily that  has  long  been  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 

Joshua  Brown,  their  grandfather,  was  a son  of 
Phenix  Brown,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 


He  resided  nearly  all  of  his  life  in  the  town  of 
North  Kingstowm,  a few  years  before  his  death 
removing  to  the  town  of  Exeter,  where  he  died  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Vaughn,  and  they  had  the 
following  children : Daniel,  Charles,  Martha,  Liz- 
zie and  Henry. 

Daniel  Brown,  father  of  Samuel  S.  and  Stephen 
D.  Brown,  was  born  in  North  Kingstowm,  and 
there  resided  until  1841,  when  he  removed  to  New- 
port, w’here  he  remained  three  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  returning  to  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
For  many  years  he  conducted  a store  at  Wickford, 
but  through  misplaced  confidence  met  with  busi- 
ness reverses.  He  died  Jan.  2,  1853,  aged  sixty- 
six  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  town  of  Exeter. 
He  represented  the  towm  of  Kingstown  in  the 
Legislature.  Daniel  Brown  married  Dorcas  Ar- 
nold, of  North  Kingstowm,  daughter  of  Edmund 
Arnold,  and  she  survived  her  husband  for  many 
years,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  sons  in  Smithfield, 
Jan.  28,  1887,  aged  ninety  years;  she  was  buried 
in  a private  yard  on  their  farm.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Daniel  and  Dorcas  Browm : 
Harriet,  born  Nov.  29,  1818,  married  Daniel  Spink, 
and  died  in  North  Kingstowm;  Edmund  Arnold, 
born  May  19,  1820,  was  a merchant,  resided  at 
Wickford,  later  at  East  Greenwich,  and  died  in 
Cranston;  Betsey  Ann,  born  Nov.  30,  1823,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Franklin,  and  died  in  North  Kings- 
towm; Mary  Ellen,  born  Dec.  27,  1825,  married 
Rhodes  Franklin,  and  died  in  Cumberland;  Amy 
Ann,  born  Oct.  3,  1830,  married  Samuel  Greene 
and  died  in  Lincoln ; Samuel  S.  was  born  Jan.  7, 
1833,  and  Stephen  D.,  Jan.  i,  1835. 

Samuel  S.  Browm  was  born  in  North  Kings- 
town, and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Wickford  and  Newport,  and  at  the 
Providence  Conference  Seminary,  now  East  Green- 
wdeh  Academy,  at  East  Greenwich.  Soon  after 
leaving  school  he  taught  for  one  term  at  North 
Kingstown.  He  remained  in  his  native  town  until 
1854,  when,  in  company  wdth  his  brother  Stephen 
D.  and  their  uncle,  he  removed  to  Attleboro,  Mass., 
to  the  Caleb  i\I.  Payne  farm,  which  they  rented. 
Their  capital  at  this  time  w'as  a small  sum  of  bor- 
rowed money.  On  this  farm  they  remained  for  four 
years,  two  years  of  which  time  they  conducted  a 
milk  route  in  Valley  Palls.  They  were  successful 
in  their  business,  and  by  hard  work  and  frugality 
got  money  to  make  a payment  on  the  Robert  Har- 
ris farm,  in  Smithfield,  going  heavily  into  debt  for 
the  balance.  To  that  place  they  removed  in  1858, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  hard  work  and  economy 
discharged  their  indebtedness,  and  successfully 
conducted  the  farm  until  1899,  when,  because  of 
their  advancing  years,  they  retired  from  the  more 
active  farm  work,  and  leased  the  place.  On  this 
farm  there  is  a cranberry  bog  which  in  past  years 
has  been  quite  profitable,  and  they  for  years  had 
a milk  route  in  the  village  of  Georgiaville. 
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In  1870,  Samuel  S.  Brown  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Ann  W.  Thompson,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  died 
May  I,  1903,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Mr.  Brown 
is  a Democrat  in  political  faith,  and  has  served  as 
assessor  of  taxes  in  Smithfield.  He  has  often 
been  the  choice  of  his  party  for  public  office,  but 
as  the  opposition  party  is  much  in  the  majority  he 
has  met  with  defeat,  his  opponents  winning,  how- 
ever, with  much  reduced  majorities. 

Stephen  D.  Brown  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Newport  and  Wick  ford,  tie  has 
always  been  associated  with  his  brother  in  business 
operations,  and  about  the  time  the  brothers  leased 
the  farm,  in  1899,  he  purchased  a farm  adjoining, 
known  as  the  William  Suthurst  place,  where  they 
now  live.  Stephen  D.  Brown  has  never  married. 

The  Brown  brothers  are  self-made  men,  have 
ever  been  hard-working,  and  are  strictly  temperate, 
never  having  used  tobacco  or  liquor  in  any  form. 
They  are  well  to  do,  and  command  the  respect  of 
all  in  the  community.  While  not  members^  of  any 
religious  organization,  they  are  Christian  gentle- 
men and  contribute  to  the  cause. 

COFFIN.  The  name  Coffin  is  at  once  ancient 
and  honorable  in  Old  England  and  in  New  England. 
The  family  is  of  Norman  origin,  as  the  first  of  the 
name  known  in  England  was  Sir  Richard  Coffin, 
Knight,  who  accompanied  William  the  Conqueror 
in  his  invasion  of  Britain  in  1066. 

Peter  Coffin,  a descendant  of  Sir  Richard,  mar- 
ried Joan  or  Joanna  Thember  (or  Thimbre),  and 
died  in  1628  in  England.  His  widow  with  son 
Tristram  and  daughters,  Alary  and  Eunice,  came  to 
New  England  in  1642,  stopping  in  Salisbury.  Erom 
that  point  they  moved  to  Haverhill  and  Newbury, 
and  the  Widow  Coffin  died  at  Nantucket  in  Alay, 
1661. 

(I)  Tristram  Coffin  was  of  Butlers  Parish,  Brix- 
ton,  Devonshire,  England.  He  accompanied  his  wid- 
owed mother  to  New  England.  He  married  Dionis, 
daughter  of  Robert  Stevens.  He  was  one  of  the 
Salisbury  men  who  purchased  of  Thomas  Mayhew 
nineteen-twentieths  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
whither  he  removed  in  1660,  with  his  wife  and 
some  of  his  children,  and  where  he  died.  Through 
his  sons,  James  and  Steven,  have  descended  the 
Nantucket  branch  of  the  New  England  Coffins.  Of 
the  sons,  James,  James  (2),  Nathaniel,  John,  Jo- 
seph, Jonathan  were  all  born  in  Nantucket,  and 
there  all  who  reached  mature  years  married  and 
lived.  Hon.  Peter  Coffin,  son  of  i ristram,  who  for 
a period  was  a resident  of  Nantucket,  later  removed 
to  New  Hampshire,  and  rose  to  be  chief  justice  of 
the  Superior  court  of  that  State.  The  distinguished 
loyalist,  Gen.  John  Coffin,  and  Admiral  Sir  Isaac 
Coffin,  Baronet,  descended  from  Tristram  (2) 
through  James,  Nathaniel,  William  and  Nathaniel 
(Harvard  University,  1744)1  of  New  \ork.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Coffin,  a distinguished  physician  of  Port- 
land, Maine,  and  his  son  of  the  same  name  and  even 


greater  distinction,  sprang  from  the  same  stock. 
Here  in  Rhode  Island  near  the  old  home  town  of 
the  Nantucket  Coffins,  and  from  there  to  the  town 
of  Johnston,  came  the  branch  of  the  family  of  which 
the  late  Edward  B.  Coffin  was  the  head,  and  it  is 
now  represented  (as  heads  of  families)  by  his  sons, 
Charles  H.  and  James  E.  Coffin,  leading  and  sub- 
stantial citizens.  Edward  B.  Coffin  descended  from 
the  American  ancestor,  Tristram  Coffin,  through 

(H)  James  and  Alary  (Swain). 

(HI)  Nathaniel  and  Demeris  (Gayer). 

(IV)  Benjamin  and  Jeddiah  (Hussey). 

(V)  Alicajah  and  Abigail  (Coleman). 

(Vi)  Gilbert  and  Phebe  (Barnard). 

(VH)  Paul  Coffin,  son  of  Gilbert,  married  Alay 
29,  1806,  Priscilla  Gardner,  born  Dec.  22,  1785,  on 
the  Island  of  Nantucket,  daughter  of  Nathan,  and 
granddaughter  of  Abel  Gardner  and  his  wife  Pris- 
cilla (Coffin)  Gardner.  She  was  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Tristram  Coffin  through  James  and  James, 
Jr.  To  Paul  and  Priscilla  Coffin  were  born  nine 
children:  (i)  Edward  Bunker.  (2)  Lydia,  born 
April  12,  1809,  died  June  23,  1810.  (3)  Lydia  (2), 

born  April  10,  1811,  died  unmarried  in  Alarch, 
1889.  (4)  William  G.,  born  Dec.  14,  1812,  died 

Alarch  19,  1886,  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  where  he  was 
for  some  years  a resident  and  associated  with  his 
brother  Edward  B.  in  farming.  (5)  Ann,  born  Feb. 
II,  1814,  married  Edward  C.  Swain,  mentioned  else- 
where. (6)  Alary,  born  Dec.  4,  1815,  married 

James  Nichols,  and  had  children,  Josephine  (who 
married  Abel  K.  Brower,  and  resided  at  St.  Paul, 
Nebr.),  James  C.  (who  died  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion),  Charles  A.  (a  resident  of  Nebraska), 
Alary  C.  (who  married  Sylvester  Brower)  and  Sa- 
rah. (7)  Phebe,  born  Alay  20,  1821,  died  July  30, 
1877.  (8)  Sarah  R.,  born  Oct.  4,  1823,  died  Oct. 

18,  1851.  (9)  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Capt. 

Ezra  Gifford.  Paul  Coffin,  the  father,  died  in 
I’rovidence  Sept.  15,  1863,  aged  seventy-iiTne  years, 
and  his  wife  Priscilla  died  Aug.  2,  1873.  He  was 
a farmer  and  about  the  year  1814  removed  from 
Nantucket  to  Rhode  Island,  and  with  the  exception 
or  a few  years  had  his  home  there  the  rest  of  his 
hfe.  He  was  a man  of  thrift  and  much  enter- 
prise. 

(VHI)  Edward  Bunker  Coffin,  born  in  Nan- 
tucket Alarch  31,  1807,  in  his  youth  attended  such 
schools  as  the  various  communities  in  which  the 
family  resided  afforded.  With  the  family  he  came 
to  Rhode  Island  and  settled  first  in  Coventry,  later 
locating  at  Franklin,  Alass.,  where  he  was  employed 
at  boatbuilding.  Returning  to  Rhode  Island  the 
family  located  at  Cranston  (now  a part  of  Provi- 
dence) and  a short  time  later  removed  to  the  State 
of  Vermont.  In  1850  Air.  Coffin  bought  the  prop- 
erty in  Johnston  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  career.  The  tract  of  land  consisted  of  seventy- 
five  acres  of  as  bleak  a wilderness  as  existed  in  all 
Rhode  Island.  Stone,  underbrush  and  briers 
abounded,  and  with  the  determination  characteristic 
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of  the  man  he,  with  his  faithful  wife,  began  the 
work  of  not  only  creating  a home,  but  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  that  which  is  to-day  one  of  the  most 
productive,  valuable  and  beautiful  farms  in  Rhode 
Island.  Xo  written  account  can  give  any  concep- 
tion of  the  toil,  perseverance  and  tenacious  effort 
necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  results  at- 
tained in  the  development  of  this  farm,  especially 
since  the  greater  portion  of  the  clearing  and  cul- 
tivation was  performed  before  the  advent  of  mod- 
ern methods  which  reduce  the  labor  of  the  farm. 
jNlr.  Coffin’s  reputation  was  not  confined  to  that  of 
the  model  farmer,  for  he  was  everywhere  highly  re- 
garded, his  honesty  and  integrity  never  c[uestioned, 
and  his  judgment  in  affairs  much  sought  and  valued. 
While  not  a man  of  much  literary  training,  his  edu- 
cation being  largely  self-acquired  and  therefore  the 
more  deeply  rooted,  he  was  always  abreast  of  the 
times,  and  was  sincerely  though  quietly  interested 
in  matters  which  affected  his  community,  State  and 
country.  The  old  stone  house  on  the  farm  was 
erected  by  him  in  1852,  soon  after  his  purchase  of 
land  in  Johnston,  and  it  stands  a monument  to 
his  thrift  and  stability.  He  died  after  a long  life 
of  activity,  April  20,  1890.  His  wife,  iMary  (daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Phebe  (Thompson)  Greene,  of 
Smithfield,  R.  L),  to  whom  a large  share  of  credit 
for  their  success  is  due,  died  June  28,  1874,  aged 
fifty-six  years,  four  months,  five  days.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons,  Charles  Henry  and  James 
Edward. 

(IX)  Charles  Henry  Coffin,  eldest  son  of 
Edward  B.  Coffin,  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  town  of  John- 
ston. He  is,  with  his  brother  James  E.  Coffin,  a 
proprietor  of  the  well-known  Coffin  farm  immedi- 
ately west  of  the  city  of  Providence.  ]\Ir.  Coffin 
was  born  in  Cranston  Aug.  ii,  1843.  Early  in  his 
boyhood  his  father  removed  to  Vermont  for  a 
short  period,  and  with  that  exception  his  entire  life 
has  been  spent  in  Rhode  Island,  and  nearly  or  quite 
all  of  it  in  Johnston,  to  which  town  his  father  re- 
moved when  the  son  was  but  a lad.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  Johnston  and  finished  at  that  well- 
known  institution  conducted  by  Jencks  Mowry.  He 
learned  farming  under  the  able  tutorage  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  has  made  it  a profession.  He  assisted  in 
the  clearing  and  creation  of  the  model  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  and  enjoys  the  results  of  his 
labor  and  learning. 

Charles  H.  Coffin  married  Xov.  22,  1876,  Eliza 
Greene,  daughter  of  Job  and  Frances  (Perkins) 
Greene.  To  Hr.  and  i\lrs.  Coffin  were  born  two 
children  : Charles  Ernest,  born  Aug.  28,  1877,  mar- 
ried Edith  May  W'aterman,  daughter  of  Stephen  B. 
Vaterman,  of  Johnston,  and  has  one  son,  Harold 
Edward,  born  Xov.  14,  1904:  and  Ethel  IMay,  born 
April  28,  1879,  is  a graduate  of  the  Johnston  com- 
mon school,  I’rovidence  high  school  and  Bryant  & 
Strrtton's  Business  College. 

In  rolilical  matters  ^ir.  Coffin  12  a Repu::li'an, 


though  his  preference  is  usually  given  to  the  men 
regardless  of  party.  He  has  held  himself  aloof 
from  partisan  entanglements  and  obligations,  and 
has  always  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  for  the 
man  whom  he  considered  best  entitled  to  the  office. 
He  was  elected  and  served  four  years  on  the  John- 
ston town  council,  and  his  public  career  is  a clean 
and  honorable  one.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Coffin  are 
members  of  the  Plainfield  Street  Free  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  is  president  of  both  the  board 
of  trustees  and  the  association. 

(IX)  James  Edward  Coffin,  second  son  of 
Edward  Bunker  Coffin,  and  like  his  brother  a well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen,  was  born  April 
20,  1855,  at  the  homestead  farm  in  Johnston.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools  and 
at  the  Jencks  Mowry  Academy.  His  youth  was  one 
of  labor,  in  assisting  his  father  and  brother  with  the 
clearing  and  cultivation  of  the  farm,  and  he  early 
learned  that  any  success  comes  as  the  result  of 
hard  labor.  He  married  Feb.  6,  1877,  Mary  E. 
Greene,  daughter  of  Rowland  R.  and  Harriet  (Par- 
menter)  Greene.  To  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Coffin  have 
been  born  two  children : Hattie  M.,  who  died 
young;  and  Lillian  M.,  a graduate  of  Providence 
high  school  and  Brown  University  (class  of  1904). 
Mr.  Coffin  and  family  are  members  of  the  Plain- 
field  Street  Free  Baptist  Church,  and  have  been 
active  in  church  work,  Mr.  Coffin  being  one  of  the 
deacons  and  president  of  the  Sabbath-school.  He 
is  independent  in  his  stand  on  local  political  ques- 
tions, with  a leaning  toward  Republican  principles 
in  national  elections.  He  is  associated  with  his 
brother,  Charles  H.,  in  a general  farming  and  dairy- 
business,  and  their  enterprise  is  accounted  one  of 
the  best  conducted  of  the  many  of  its  kind  in  Xew 
England.  It  is  scarcely  necessafy  to  state  that  the 
Coffin  brothers  bear  the  good-will,  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  a wide  acquaintance,  and  are  regarded  as 
safe  and  conservative  in  business  matters,  while 
their  private  lives  are  clean  and  above  reproach. 

WHITE.  When  the  little  band  of  emigrants  on 
the  “Mayflower”  assembled  in  the  ship’s  cabin  on 
that  eventful  X’ovember  day  to  draw  up  the  com- 
pact under  which  they  proposed  to  live  together  in 
their  new  home,  the  eleventh  name  signed  to  the 
document  was  that  of  William  White,  and  his  de- 
scendants are  to  this  time  numbered  among  the 
substantial  and  influential  residents  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

(I)  William  White,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Anna  Fuller,  and  second  to 
Susanna  Tilley.  The  family  history  in  epitome  is 
expressed  in  the  names  of  the  children,  for  the  eld- 
est, Resolved,  was  so  christened  in  token  of  the  de- 
termination of  his  parents  to  leave  England  for  a 
new  home  in  the  wilderness.  The  boy  was  pre- 
sumably about  six  years  of  age  when  he  was  taken 
onto  the  “Mayflower.”  In  the  latter  part  of  Novem- 
ber, 1620,  when  the  colonists  were  still  lingering  on 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1303 


the  vessel  prior  to  the  final  disemharking,  a second 
son  was  born,  the  first  birth  to  English  parents  in 
New  England,  and  because  of  their  long  voyage  he 
was  named  Peregrine. 

(II)  Resolved  White  was  born  in  England 
about  1614.  He  married  Judith,  daughter  of  Wdl- 
liam  Vassal,  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  arid  settled  first  in 
that  town  on  land  granted  him  there.  In  1662  he 
removed  to  Marshfield,  where  he  owned  two  farms, 
one  on  North  and  one  on  South  river  brook;  while 
in  1679-80,  he  was  a freeman  of  Salem.  Children 
were  born  to  William  and  Judith  White  as  follows; 
William,  1642;  John,  1644;  Samuel,  1646;  Re- 
solved ; and  Anna,  1649. 

(III)  Samuel  White  settled  in  Dorchester, 
Alass.,  where  he  reared  a family. 

(IV)  William  White,  born  in  1690,  in  Dorches- 
ter, Mass.,  located  in  Dartmouth,  in  that  same  State. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Hathaway)  Cadman,  of  Dartmouth,  and  ten 
children  were  born  to  them : Sarah,  William, 
George,  Roger,  Christopher,  Elizabeth,  Oliver,  Ab- 
ner, Thomas  and  Susanna. 

(V)  Christopher  White  married  in  1739,  Eliza- 
beth Thurston,  daughter  of  Edward,  born  Sept.  29, 
1719.  Their  issue,  of  Little  Compton  town  record, 
was:  Sarah,  born  Sept.  28,  1740;  Thurston,  Oct. 
28,  1741:  William,  May  26,  1743;  Mary,  May  26, 
1744;  Noah,  March  26,  1745;  Peregrine,  Nov.  19, 
1748  (who  died  in  September,  1832)  ; Susanna, 
Aug.  II,  1751;  Elizabeth,  Eeb.  27,  1753;  Pardon, 
1755  (deceased  in  July,  1789)  ; Thomas,  1757  (who 
died  Dec.  7,  1841)  ; and  Ruth. 

(VT)  Noah  White,  was  married  iMarch  16', 
1776,  to  Rhoda  Shaw,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  Shaw.  The  town  records  of  Little  Comp- 
ton give  their  two  eldest  children  as  William,  born 
July  15,  1777,  and  Elizabeth,  March  28,  1779; 
while  in  addition  there  appear  in  the  Newport  rec- 
ords the  following:  Susanna,  Feb.  9,  1782;  Simeon, 
March  16,  1785;  Nicholas,  Oct.  7,  1786;  Pardon, 
Feb.  17,  1788;  and  Roby,  June  21,  1795. 

(\TI)  William  Wdiite,  eldest  son  of  Noah, 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  conducted  a shop  in 
Newport  for  many  years.  He  died  in  that  city 
Feb.  22,  1855.  Twice  married,  the  name  of  his 
first  wife  is  not  known,  but  their  children  were: 
Adelaide,  who  died  in  Providence,  unmarried : Ed- 
mund, who  was  lost  on  his  return  trip  from  Cuba, 
and  was  supposed  to  have  been  captured  by  pirates. 
William  White  married  second  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Robert  Lawton.  She  was  born  in  Newport  in  1776, 
and  died  there  five  years  after  her  husband,  March 
15,  i860.  Their  issue  was:  William  J.  C. ; George 
L.,  who  married  a Miss  Hall ; Albert,  who  married 
a Miss  Barker;  Mary,  who  married  a Mr.  Chap- 
pell ; and  Fanny,  wdiO'  became  i\Irs.  Huddy. 

(Vni)  William  James  Clarke  White  was  born 
in  Newport  in  1805.  He  took  up  his  father’s  occu- 
pation and  under  the  latter’s  tutelage  became  a very 
skillful  and  capable  worker  in  various  mechanical 


lines.  W ith  his  brothers,  George  and  Albert,  he  ran 
a shop  in  Newport,  for  many  years,  during  a large 
part  of  which  time  he  followed  a custom  then  com- 
mon for  mechanics,  and  in  the  winter  went  south, 
work  being  more  easily  obtained  there  at  that  sea- 
son. His  southern  location  was  in  IMobile,  Ala.,  and 
his  death  occurred  there  in  1842.  i\Ir.  Wdiite  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  Thurston,  daughter  of  Wdlliam 
Carter  and  Patience  (Young)  Thurston,  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  Young,  who  fought  in 
the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Wdiite  outlived  her  husband, 
and  passed  away  in  Newport  June  5,  1900,  leaving 
the  following  children : Emily  A.,  of  Newport, 
widow  of  the  late  Edwin  Anthony,  of  Somerset, 
Mass. ; Edmund,  mentioned  below ; Amanda,  wife 
of  George  H.  Lovejoy,  a cabinet  maker  of  New- 
port ; and  Charles  C.,  mentioned  below. 

(IX)  Edmund  WMite  was  bom  in  Newport, 
Dec.  5,  1834.  Up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to 
school  and  received  as  good  an  education  as  the 
public  schools  of  that  city  then  afforded.  In  1848 
he  took  a position  as  clerk  in  the  well-known  tail- 
oring estalilishment  of  D.  J.  & N.  H.  Gould,  which 
was  originally  founded  by  their  grandfather,  and 
in  which  was  made  the  uniform  worn  by  Gen.  N'a- 
thanael  Greene  when  he  joined  W ashington’s  army. 
W ith  this  firm  iMr.  W hite  remained  ten  years  and 
acquired  a good  knowledge  of  the  business,  but  in 
1858  he  abandoned  old  scenes  and  occupations  alike 
and  going  to  California  spent  three  years  there  en- 
gaged in  mining.  On  returning  to  the  east  in  1861, 
he  went  to  New  York  City,  secured  a position  as 
salesman  with  the  prominent  firm  of  H.  B.  Claflin  & 
Co.,  who  were  located  at  the  junction  of  Church, 
Worth  and  West  Broadway,  and  remained  with 
them  for  over  thirty-eight  years.  But  in  1901  Mr. 
Wdiite  determined  to  seek  release  from  the  business 
responsibilities  he  had  been  carrying  on  for  so 
many  years,  and  retiring  from  his  position  with 
the  Claflin  Conipanv  returned  to  NewDort  to  re- 
side, and  there  he  is  now  living  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Wdiite  has  never  married.  In  his  political 
views  he  has  always  held  to  the  teachings  of  the  old 
school  Democrats,  but  he  has  had  neither  time  nor 
inclination  to  play  any  active  part  in  practical  poli- 
tics. In  religion  he  affiliates  with  the  First  iMetho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  of  N'ewport,  but  is  not  a 
communicant. 

(TX)  Charles  C.  WTiite  was  born  in  Newport 
Feb.  8,  1838,  and  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  his 
native  place.  His  early  advantages  for  education 
were  limited,  but  he  has  made  the  most  of  the 
broader  opportunities  afforded  by  experience,  and 
he  takes  an  active  interest  in  men  and  affairs  which 
places  him  among  the  well-informed  and  intelligent 
men  of  the  day.  He  learned  the  trade  of  uphol- 
sterer J.  L.  and  G.  A.  Hazard  on  Church  street, 
Newport,  and  after  finishing  his  apprenticeship  en- 
gaged as  a journeyman,  being  employed  in  the  fit- 
ting up  of  steamboats  and  similar  work  with  the 
Old  Colony  Steamboat  Company.  Later  he  took 
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lip  carpentering  and  joining,  which  he  continued  to 
follow  for  some  time,  and  finally  commenced  to 
build  cottages  for  himself,  along  the  west  shore  of 
Narragansett  Bay  at  iMiddletown.  He  also  built  a 
home  at  Newport.  In  1892  Mr.  White  accepted  the 
position  of  station  agent  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company  at  Middle- 
town,  and  for  thirteen  years  he  faithfully  performed 
the  duties  of  that  incumbency,  giving  universal  sat- 
isfaction. He  resigned  in  1905,  and  has  since  lived 
retired,  giving  all  his  attention  to  his  summer  cot- 
tages near  the  station.  jMr.  White  is  a man  of 
very  genial  disposition,  and  he  is  popular  as  well 
as  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  his  high  moral 
character  having  won  him  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  friends  and  business  associates  alike.  He 
is  passing  his  declining  years  in  comfort  at  his  home 
in  Middletown,  and  being  a man  of  domestic  tastes 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  industry  in  former  years  in 
quiet  contentment.  i\Ir.  White  is  a Republican  in 
jiolitical  sentiment,  but  has  never  been  active  in 
such  matters. 

On  Aug.  13,  1863,  Newport,  i\Ir.  White  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ruth  A.  Barker,  daughter 
of  Darius  and  Julia  J.  Barker,  and  a descendant  of 
the  old  Barker  family  of  Middletown,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  these  volumes.  Mrs.  W'hite  is  a de- 
vout Christian  woman,  a member  of  Emmanuel 
Episcopal  Church  of  Newport.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  the  following  named  children : Etta  M., 
died  when  three  years  old.  Benjamin  T.  is  men- 
tioned below.  Charles  Erederick,  an  electrician  of 
Newport,  married  Lula  Chase,  of  iMiddletown. 
George  E.,  who  is  in  the  government  employ  as 
clerk  at  the  torpedo  station  at  Newjiort,  married 
Sarah  Brown,  of  Portsmouth.  Etta  M.  (2),  mar- 
ried James  E.  Kesson,  and  they  live  in  Newport. 

(X)  Bexj.vmin  Tillev  White,  son  of  Charles 
C.  and  Ruth  A.  (Barker)  W'hite,  born  iMarch  30, 
1876,  in  Newport,  received  his  early  educational 
training  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place,  Somer- 
set, Mass.,  and  Middletown,  R.  I.  Leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  spent  the  follow- 
ing year  at  work  on  the  home  farm  in  Middletown, 
and  then  became  apprenticed  to  the  mason’s  trade, 
under  Henry  W.  Wilson,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained for  about  seven  years.  In  1894.  in  partner- 
ship with  Herbert  Wilson,  the  son  of  his  former 
emjiloyer,  under  the  firm  name  of  White  & Wilson, 
he  engaged  in  the  mason  business,  and  this  firm 
continued  for  about  four  years,  when  Mr.  White 
branched  out  for  himself,  and  has  continued  alone 
ever  since,  meeting  with  well  deserved  success. 
Prominent  among  the  buildings  constructed  by  i\Ir. 
White  may  be  mentioned  the  J.  Alton  Barker  block 
on  Thames  street.  Mr.  W'hite  is  energetic  and  jiro- 
gressive.  and  employs  the  assistance  of  an  average 
of  ten  men.  h'raternally,  he  is  connected  with  St. 
I'aul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  E.  & A.  M..  and  the 
M’cenat  Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of 
Newport.  In  political  faith  Mr.  White  is  a Repub- 


lican, but  finds  little  time  to  devote  to  political  mat- 
ters. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  Holy  Cross 
Episcopal  Church,  of  iMiddletown,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  vestrymen. 

On  June  27,  1889,  Mr.  White  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  iMabel  Coggeshall,  daughter  of 
William  E.  and  Susan  (Huddy)  Coggeshall,  of 
iMiddletown  (a  record  of  which  family  appears  else- 
where in  this  work).  Mr.  White  erected  his.present 
modern  home  on  Whitehall  street,  Newport,  and 
there  the  many  friends  of  himself  and  wife  are  al- 
ways welcome. 

E\"ERETT  B.  SHERMAN.  About  one  mile 
north  of  the  village  of  Harrisville,  town  of  Burrill- 
ville,  is  located  the  Sherman  stock  farm,  conducted 
by  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
This  estate,  one  of  the  largest  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  pleasantly  situated  farm  properties  in  this 
section  of  Rhode  Island,  was  established  by  the  late 
Sumner  Sherman,  and  has  been  continued  with 
the  same  degree  of  enterprise  and  success  by  his 
son. 

Everett  B.  Sherman  descends  from  one  of  the 
early  settled  families  of  his  native  State,  tracing 
his  ancestry  to  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman,  who  was  one 
of  the  purchasers  of  Aquidneck,  now  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  1638,  the  generations  being  as  follows: 

(I)  Hon.  Phillip  Sherman. 

(H)  Edmund  Sherman,  son  of  Hon.  Phillip, 
was  born  about  1641,  and  resided  at  Dartmouth, 
Mass.,  he  being  a large  landholder  in  that  town  and 
at  Portsmouth,  R.  1.  He  died  about  1719.  His 
wife,  Dorcas,  bore  him  children  as  follows : El- 
kanah,  Nathaniel,  Nathan,  David,  Lydia,  Samuel, 
Elnathan  and  Joseph. 

(HI)  Elkanah  Sherman,  son  of  Edmund, 
born  at  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  IMay  7,  1674,  married 
(first)  Elizabeth  Manchester,  and  (second)  Mar- 
garet Pitts.  He  resided  at  Dartmouth,  and  later 
removed  to  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  where  he  died. 
His  children  by  the  first  marriage  were : Elkanah, 
John,  George,  Ruth,  Content,  Peter  and  Elizabeth. 

(T\'^)  Elkanah  Sherman  (2),  son  of  Elkanah, 
was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  and  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  He  married  iMargaret  Suel,  or 
Sewall,  in  Smithfield,  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
what  is  now  Burrillville,  located  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town,  near  the  ^Massachusetts  line. 
There  he  resided  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  children 
were : Daniel,  Asahel,  Elkanah,  George,  Phelie, 
Catherine,  and  Alpha. 

(\^)  Asahel  Sherman,  son  of  Elkanah  (2),  and 
great-grandfather  of  Everett  B.,  was  born  March 
12,  1758,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer 
on  the  homestead  in  Burrillville.  He.  died  June  21, 
1830.  He  married  Rowena  Ballou,  born  June  23, 
1773,  and  died  Oct.  17,  1859,  daughter  of  Eleazer 
and  Phebe  (Lapham)  Ballou  of  Glocester,  now 
Burrillville,  and  the  children  born  to  this  union 
were  as  follows:  Phebe,  born  Dec.  i,  1788,  mar- 
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ried  George  Emerson,  a farmer,  and  removed  to 
Saylesville,  Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio,  where  she  died 
]\Iarch  13,  1874;  Dutee,  born  Nov.  27,  1790,  who 
married  Nancy  Emerson,  located  first  at  Sayles- 
ville, Ohio,  later  removing  to  Isabel,  Edgar  Co., 
Til.,  ^vhere  he  died  Feb.  22,  1873  ; Wilbur,  born  Jan. 
12.  1793,  fiiefi  Feb.  17,  1817;  Prusia,  born  Feb.  27, 
1795,  married  William  Chase  and  resided  at  South 
Douglas,  Mass.,  where  she  died  May  25,  1882; 
Katherine,  born  Oct.  8,  1796,  married  John  Emer- 
son, a farmer,  and  they  removed  to  Saylesville, 
Ohio,  where  she  died  July  25,  1876;  Alpha,  horn 
Feb.  23,  1799,  married  Benjamin  Whiting,  a 

farmer,  and  died  in  Douglas,  Mass.,  May  6,  1881  ; 
Syria,  born  Dec.  21  (or  23),  1801;  Asahel,  born 
j\Iay  2,  1804,  married  Eunice  Walker,  and  resided 
at  Douglas,  Mass.,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
a carpenter ; Rowena,  born  Nov.  25,  1806,  married 
Norris  Yates,  a merchant,  and  resided  at  East 
Douglas,  Mass.,  and  there  died ; Jesse  B.,  horn 
Dec.,  1809,  who  married  Mary  Jane  Kelton,  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  and  died  in  Douglas,  Mass., 
Oct.  I,  1893:  Judson,  born  Feb.  27,  1812.  married 
Bathsheba  Thayer,  and  was  a farmer  of  Burrill- 
ville,  where  he  died  Oct.  i,  1881  ; Smith,  born  Feb. 
26,  1815,  married  (first)  Elsa  South  wick,  (second) 
Wealthy  Robbins,  and  resided  nearly  all  of  his  life 
at  Douglas,  Mass.,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, although  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
living  at  Fall  River,  Mass. ; and  Stephen  L.,  born 
April  10,  1818,  married  Abby  W.  Olney,  and  was 
a clothing  and  carpet  merchant,  at  Providence, 
where  he  died  Feb.  20,  1874. 

(VI)  Capt.  Syria  Sherman,  son  of  Asahel,  was 
born  Dec.  23  (or  21),  1801,  on  the  farm  above  men- 
tioned, and  when  a young  man  learned  the  trade 
of  mason.  He  engaged  in  the  mason  contracting 
business,  carrying  on  extensive  operations  in  his 
line  for  that  clay.  He  had  a number  of  large  con- 
tracts, including  the  erection  of  several  mills  in 
Burrillville,  and  the  first  hospital  erected  in  the  city 
of  Worcester,  Mass.  In  1849  his  brother 

Stephen  L.,  erected  the  first  mill  at  Graniteville, 
they  building  it  for  the  purpose  of  renting.  Syria 
Sherman  did  the  labor  with  a few  assistants,  his 
brother  assisting  with  capital.  In  1852  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  but  another  mill  was  immediately 
built,  anci  the  rest  of  Syria  Sherman’s  life  was 
spent  in  the  management  of  the  mill  property  and 
his  private  interests.  His  death  occurred  Alay  5, 
1867,  he  being  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Harris- 
ville.  The  mill  property  was  again  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1879.  ^*'**^1  ruins  remained  in  possession 
of  the  family  until  1882,  when  they  were  sold  to 
William  A.  Inman.  Syria  Sherman  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  but  never  cared  for 
public  office.  He  attended  the  Free  Baptist  Church, 
and  was  a liberal  contributor  to  its  support.  His 
title  of  captain  was  given  him  because  of  his  hold- 
ing that  office  in  the  local  militia.  He  was  a direc- 
tor in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Smithfield,  at 


Slatersville,  for  many  years  previous  to  his  death. 
Mr.  Sherman  accumulated  a large  property  and 
ranked  among  the  substantial  and  influential  men 
of  the  town.  Pie  and  his  brother  Jesse  erected,  in 

1839,  stone  house,  the  present  home  of  Leander 
Sherman. 

Syria  Sherman  was  married  Feb.  14,  1828.  to 
iMaria,  born  Feb.  13,  1809,  daughter  of  Captain 
John  and  Roba  (Smith)  Wood;  she  died  April  2, 
1864,  the  mother  of  the  following  children;  (i) 
Sumner  was  born  April  17,  1830.  (2)  Laura,  born 
Dec.,  1834,  died  April  14,  1838.  (3)  Leander  and 

(4)  Maria  Lamanda,  twins,  w'ere  born  vSept.  20, 

1840.  Leander  is  a resident  of  Burrillville  , being 
retired  from  active  business.  He  married  (first) 
Abby  Dean,  a native  of  Woonsocket,  and  after 
her  death,  Mary  L.  Taft,  of  Burrillville.  The 
children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were;  Fred  and 
Addison,  who  both  died  in  infancy ; Emma,  the 
wife  of  James  Sykes,  of  Harrisville,  who  has  one 
child,  Gladys;  Vicila,  who  married  William  ^E. 
Fitz,  and  has  two  children,  Ernest  and  Harold ; 
and  Eva,  the  widow  of  Cassius  Eddy,  residing  in 
Providence.  Maria  Lamanda  Sherman,  twin  of 
Leander,  married  Smith  B.  Mowry,  of  Burrillville, 
and  they  have  two  children  ; Stella  Louise,  wife  of 
Reuben  Sykes,  of  Manton,  R.  I. ; and  Clarence 
Eugene,  who  married  Helena  A.  Allison,  and  re- 
sides in  Burrillville. 

(VH)  Sumner  Sherman,  eldest  child  of  Cap- 
tain Syria,  was  horn  April  17,  1830,  in  Burrillville, 
and  acquired  the  trade  of  mason  and  stone  cutter 
hy  working  with  his  father.  He  received  only  a 
district  school  education  and  for  a time  after  leav- 
ing school  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  clothing 
store  of  his  uncle,  Stephen  L.,  at  Providence.  He 
resided  at  home  until  his  marriage,  after  which  he 
purchased  the  Othniel  Young  farm  of  200  acres 
near  Harrisville,  and  there  resided  the  rest  of  his 
life.  From  time  to  time  he  acquired  other  land  in 
the  town,  by  purchasing  wood  lots  and  cutting 
off  the  timber,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the 
largest  landholder  in  the  town,  owning  about  1,200 
acres.  He  erected  all  the  huildings  on  his  farm, 
part  of  the  large  barn  being  erected  in  1876.  and 
later  the  addition  much  larger  than  the  original 
structure.  Sumner  Sherman  carried  on  an  exten- 
sive farming  business  and  was  also  largely  engaged 
in  slaughtering  cattle  for  the  local  markets.  Some 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  turned  the  active 
management  of  the  farm  over  to  his  son,  Everett 
B..  the  father  from  that  time  on  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  his  extensive  private 
affairs. 

Sumner  Sherman  was  a stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  and,  although  he  never  sought  public  office, 
he  served  for  some  time  as  school  trustee,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  as  highway  commissioner,  being 
much  interested  in  the  keeping  of  the  roads  in  good 
repair.  The  highways  in  this  section  under  his 
management  were  kept  in  splendid  condition,  he 
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expending  much  of  his  private  means  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  was  reckoned  a shrewd,  careful  business 
man,  one  who  was  plain  and  outspoken,  strong  in 
his  likes  and  dislikes,  thoroughly  detesting  shams 
of  ail}-  kind,  and  a man  whose  word  was  as  good 
as  his  bond.  He  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Sept.  24,  1899,  he  left  a large  estate  which 
has  been  greatly  improved  and  increased  by  the  ju- 
dicious management  of  his  son.  Sumner  Sherman 
was  buried  at  Harrisville. 

Hr.  Sherman  was  married  April  27,  1856,  in 
Thompson.  Conn.,  to  Lucinda  IMary  Howry,  born 
Jan.  21,  1833,  in  Burrillville,  daughter  of  Col. 
Ezekiel  and  Julianna  (Hdieelock)  jMowrv.  Mrs. 
Sherman  resides  at  the  homestead  with  her  son. 
Two  children  were  born  to  iHr.  and  Hrs.  Sherman : 
Lillian  IMaria,  Oct.  22,  1858,  died  Harch  26,  1874; 
and  Everett  Burnside,  Jan.  17,  1862. 

(^  III)  Everett  Burnside  Sherman,  son  of 
Sumner,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1862,  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Burrillville- and  the  IHowry  & Goff  Eng- 
lish and  Classical  school  at  Providence,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1880.  In  the  course  of  time  he 
relieved  his  father  of  the  management  of  the  farm, 
which  he  has  since  so  successfully  conducted.  IHr. 
Sherman  was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  Ayr- 
shire cattle  in  Burrillville,  and  he  has  ever  since 
been  a dealer  in  that  strain  of  stock.  In  former 
years,  he  bred  and  dealt  in  the  Hambletonian  breed 
of  horses.  For  over  twenty-five  years  he  operated 
a retail  milk  route  in  Harrisville  and  Pascoag, 
but  for  several  years  has  engaged  in  wholesaling 
this  product,  keeping  for  the  purpose  an  average 
of  seventy-five  head  of  blooded  cattle.  In  his  poli- 
tical belief  he  is  a Republican,  and  succeeded  his 
father  as  school  trustee,  also  serving  as  member 
of  the  town  council.  He  is  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Burrillville  Grange,  No.  4,  and  is  serving 
as  master  thereof  at  the  present  time.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ayrshire  Breeders  Association  of 
America,  and  a member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  that  organization.  Several  years  ago  Mr.  Sher- 
man entered  his  herd  in  'a  competitive  test  con- 
ducted by  the  officials  of  the  various  experiment 
stations  in  the  Lnited  States  for  purity  and  quality 
of  milk,  and  with  his  herd  won  first  prize.  ]\Ir. 
Sherman  is  also  a member  of  the  corporation  of 
the  \\'oonsocket  Agricultural  Society  and  the  Ux- 
bridge Agricultural  Society.  Like  his  father  he 
IS  a straightforward  business  man,  strictly  honest 
in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men. 

i\Ir.  Everett  Burnside  Sherman  was  married, 
in  1886,  to  INliss  Alice  IM.  White,  born  i\Iay  7, 
1865,  ”■>  Uxbridge,  ]\lass.,  daughter  of  Charles 
White,  and  she  died  Dec.  10,  1892,  leaving  these 
children:  Tnllian  ‘Haria,  born  Jan.  12,  1887.  a 
graduate  of  the  Burrillville  schools,  is  a student  at 
the  Rhode  Island  Normal  school ; Waldo  Leonard, 
born  Jan.  16,  1889,  a graduate  of  the  Burrillville 


schools,  is  now  a student  at  the  Worcester  Acad- 
emy; and  Evelyn  Louise,  born  June  22,  1891. 

HON.  PHILIP  HERBERT  WILBOUR,  State 
Senator  and  one  of  Little  Comptoivs  best  known 
business  men  and  farmers,  is  a native  of  that  town, 
born  on  the  old  Wilbour  homestead  Aug.  27,  1856. 

The  Wilbour  (Wilbor  and  Wilbur)  family  in 
this  country  begins  with  the  history  of  Samuel 
Wildbore,  of  Boston,  Hass.  He  and  his  wife 
Ann  were  admitted  to  the  church  there  Dec.  l, 

1633,  tlte  date  of  the  first  record  of  him.  His  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Bradford,  of  Dor- 
chester, in  the  southern  part  of  the  County  of  York, 
England.  He  had  a second  wife,  Elizabeth,  prior 
to  Nov.  29,  1645.  L is  evident,  said  one  writer, 
that  Mr.  Wildbore  had  four  sons : Samuel,  Wil- 
liam, Joseph  and  Shadrach,  and  probably  a daugh- 
ter, Sarah. 

Air.  Wildbore  was  made  a freeman  of  Boston  in 

1634.  He  bought  largely  in  the  town  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  and  removed  thither  with  his  family.  While 
in  Taunton  he,  with  seventeen  others,  embraced 
what  was  called  “the  dangerous  doctrines  of  Cotton 
and  Wheelright,”  for  which  he  was  banished  from 
the  province  in  November,  1637.  He  with  seventeen 
others  fled  to  Providence,  and,  being  advised  by 
Roger  Williams,  they  purchased  of  the  Indians  the 
Island  of  Aquidneck,  to  which  place  Air.  Wildbore 
removed  his  family  in  1638.  These  eighteen  per- 
sons formed  a colony  by  solemn  compact  Alarch  7, 
1638.  Air.  Wildbore  returned  to  Boston  probably 
in  1645,  being  the  date  of  his  wife  Elizabeth’s 
admission  into  the  church  at  Boston.  Air.  W’ild- 
bore  had  a home  in  Boston  and  also  one  in  Taun- 
ton. He  with  some  associates  built  and  put  in  op- 
eration an  iron  furnace  in  Taunton  (now  Rayn- 
ham),  the  first  that  was  built  in  New  England.  He 
was  a man  of  wealth  for  his  time,  and  evidently  of 
very  respectable  standing  in  society,  exerting  a 
wide  influence  in  each  of  the  places  where  he  dwelt. 
He  died  Sept.  29,  1656.  Of  his  sons,  Samuel  and 
William  settled  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Joseph  located 
on  land  in  Taunton,  and  Shadrach  settled  in  that 
part  of  Taunton  which  became  Raynham. 

(H)  William  Wilbor,  son  of  the  first  settler,  lo- 
cated in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  on  lands  of  his  father. 
The  records  show  that  he  received  in  1654  a deed  of 
ten  acres  from  Samuel  Wilbur,  Sr.,  of  Taunton. 
He  was  deputy  in  1678.  Pie  died  in  1710.  His 
children  were  : Alary  ; John  ; Joseph  ; Thomas  ; 
William;  Alartha ; Samuel;  Daniel:  John,  and  Ben- 
jamin. 

(HI)  Samuel  Wilbor,  s^n  of  William,  married 
Alary  Potter,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Eliza- 
beth Potter,  and  was  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  Air. 
Wilbor  died  in  1740.  Their  children  were : Alar- 
tha,  born  Oct.  22.  1690;  Samuel.  Nov.  7,  1692: 
William,  Jan.  6,  1695;  Alary,  Oct.  9,  1697;  Joanna, 
June  8,  1700;  Thankful,  June  8,  1700;  Elizabeth, 
Dec.  23,  T702;  Thomas,  Dec.  2,  1704;  Abial,  Alay 
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27,  1707;  Hannah,  Feb.  9,  1709;  and  Isaac,  Aug. 

24,  1712. 

(IV)  William  Wilbour,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
Jan.  6,  1695,  married  Esther  Burgess,  born  in  1696. 
He  was  a landowner  and  made  farming  his  occu- 
pation. He  died  at  Little  Compton  in  September, 
1774.  Their  children  of  Little  Compton  record 
were:  Thomas,  born  May  i,  17184  Mary,  Sept.  7, 
1719;  Esther,  May  8,  1721;  Lydia,  April  16,  1723; 
Samuel,  Dec.  10,  1725;  William,  July  24,  1727; 
Daniel,  June  i,  1729;  Charles,  Aug.  22,  1732;  Es- 
ther (2),  Nov.  18,  1733  (died  March  17,  1810)  ; 
Lydia  (2),  Nov.  2,  1735;  Deborah,  Aug.  29,  1738; 
and  Clarke,  Nov.  i,  1742. 

(V)  Charles  Wilbour,  son  of  William  and  Es- 

ther, was  born  in  Little  Compton  Aug.  22,  1732, 
and  in  his  native  place  he  made  his  home  all  his  life. 
Tie  followed  farming  near  the  Sakonnet  river,- 
whore  he  had  a large  tract  of  land  which  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  the  family.  He  married  (first) 
in  1757,  Hannah  Borden,  and  (second)  March  23, 
1780,  Hannah  Sisson.  To  the  first  marriage  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born:  Ruth,  Aug.  30,  1757; 
Borden,  Dec.  12,  1759;  Hannah,  Dec.  2,  1761; 
Isaac,  April  25,  1763;  Phebe,  Dec.  28,  1764; 

Charles,  Aug.  22,  1766;  Lydia,  Oct.  3,  1768;  Edith, 
IMarch  2,  1771  (died  Sept.  30,  1839)  ; Rachel,  Nov. 
29,  1772;  Elizabeth,  Aug.  2,  1774;  and  Innocent, 
Nov.  22,  1777,  (died  March  12,  1856).  To  the  sec- 
ond marriage  was  born  but  one  child,  Mary,  Sept. 
8,  1781. 

(VI)  Hon.  Isaac  Wilbour,  son  of  Charles  and 
Hannah  (Borden),  born  April  25,  1763,  was,  dur- 
ing his  lifetime,  one  of  the  town’s  most  influential 
and  honorable  citizens.  He  resided  on  the  farm 
where  his  great-grandson,  Philip  H.  Wilbour,  now 
makes  his  home.  He  filled  many  important  offices 
in  the  town  and  State.  He  was  a member  of  Con- 
gress from  1807  to  1809,  and  the  following  year 
was  elected  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State.  He 
died  on  his  home  farm  in  1837,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Sakonnet  cemetery  on  the  West  Main  Road. 
At  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  May  ii,  1786,  by  William 
Davis,  justice  of  the  peace,  Isaac  Wilbour  was  mar- 
ried to  Hannah  Taber,  daughter  of  Capt.  Philip 
Taber.  She  was  born  in  1767  and  died  in  1836. 
Their  children  were:  Taber,  born  May  12,  1788; 
Eliphalet,  March  12,  1790;  Hannah  Borden,  Feb. 
4,  1793;  Philip,  July  12,  1795;  Patience  Taber, 
May  27,  1798;  and  Sarah  Sowle,  May  9,  1804. 

(VII)  Philip  Wilbour,  son  of  Hon.  Isaac,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  July  12,  1795.  He  made 
farming  his  life-long  occupation,  cultivating  a tract 
of  125  acres  of  land  which  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  He  died  Jan.  29,  1848.  On  Dec.  8, 
1823,  he  was  married  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Gano,  to 
Eliza  Penelope  Champlin,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Champlin,  of  Exeter,  R.  I.  She  was  born  in  1802, 
and  died  in  1848,  and  was  buried  in  the  family 
plot  in  the  Sakonnet  cemetery.  Two  children  were 
born  of  this  union  : Caroline  Elizabeth,  born  IMay 


8,  1825,  who  married  Reuben  Corey,  and  died  in 
New  Bedford;  Isaac  Champlin,  born  May  ii, 
1831. 

(VIII)  Isaac  Champlin  Wilbour,  son  of  Philip, 
was  born  May  ii,  1831,  and  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools  of  his  native  town.  He 
grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  and  by  the  purchase 
of  adjoining  tracts  of  land,  at  one  time  had  260 
acres.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  this  section  to  en- 
gage in  the  poultry  business,  and  during  his  active 
life  was  the  largest  poultry  farmer  in  America,  if 
not  in  the  world.  He  kept  upwards  of  5,000  hens, 
and  shipped  eggs  all  over  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  as  well  as  Europe  and  even  to  Australia 
for  breeding  purposes.  His  yearly  shipments  of 
eggs  averaged  150,000  dozen.  He  was  a man  of 
progressive  ideas,  and  with  the  energy  to  put  them 
into-  practice.  His  business  was  very  successful, 
and  he  made  many  improvements  on  the  farm  and 
in  the  house.  With  the  co-operation  of  his  cousin, 
Charles  Edwin  Wilbour,  he  built  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Sakonnet  cemetery,  a beautiful  chapel  with  a 
chime  of  bells  imported  from  Belgium — a memorial 
to  the  Wilbour  family.  Within  may  be  seen  marble 
tablets  bearing  the  names  and  dates  of  birth  and 
death  of  many  members  of  the  family  from  Hon. 
Isaac  Wilbour  down  to  the  present.  In  politics 
Mr.  Wilbour  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Repub- 
lican, but  he  cared  nothing  for  the  holding  of  pub- 
lic office.  He  died  in  September,  1899,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Sakonnet  ceilietery.  His  wife, 
Deborah  Josephine  Wilbour,  was  born  July  13, 
1834,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Abby  M.  (Taylor) 
Wilbour  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  Wilbour  and 
Simeon  Taylor.  She  died  in  1865,  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  Their  children  were : Philip  Her- 
bert, born  Aug.  27,  1856;  Caroline  Corey,  who  died 
young ; Elizabeth  Champlin,  who  died  young ; and 
Deborah  Josephine,  who  married  Frederick  IMarcy 
Patten,  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  where  they  reside. 
Mr.  Wilbour  married  (second)  Amelia  French,  of 
Nantucket,  Mass.,  who  survives  and  resides  on  the 
home  place  with  her  stepson.  To  this  union  was 
born  one  child,  William  French,  a lawyer  in  New 
York. 

(IX)  Philip  Herbert  Wilbour,  only  son  of  Isaac 
Champlin  and  Deborah  Josephine  Wilbour,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  and  also  the 
Friends’  School  in  Providence.  He  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  poultry  business,  and  on  the  lat- 
ter’s death  took  entire  charge  of  the  homestead, 
which  he  has  continued  to  operate  and  improve.  He 
has  remodeled  the  house  and  made  it  one  of  the 
most  attractive  places  in  town,  with  beautiful 
grounds,  wide  walks  and  a fine  conservatory.  He 
has  added  sheep  raising,  and  also  keeps  some  twen- 
ty-five cows.  His  genial  disposition  has  won  him 
many  friends.  He  is  a Republican,  and  is  a strong 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  served 
one  term  in  the  town  council,  and  in  1900  he  was 
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elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  serving  three  years 
in  the  House,  during  which  time  he  was  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Special  Legislation.  In  1903 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  is  still  serv- 
ing as  a member  of  that  body,  having  been  re- 
elected in  1907,  and  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Incorporations.  He  was  appointed  by  the  late 
Govenior  Dyer  a member  of  the  Shell-fish  Commis- 
sion, and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  continued 
a member  of  same,  having  for  the  past  ten  years 
been  president  of  this  commission. 

J^Ir.  Wilbour  is  prominent  in  the  work  of 
Eureka  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Portsmouth,  R. 
1.  In  the  Grange  at  Little  Compton,  he  was  one  of 
the  charter  members,  and  he  also  belongs  to  ‘Po- 
mona Grange,  the  State  Grange,  and  the  National 
body.  His  wife  also  belongs  to  the  Grange.  Mr., 
Wilbour  is  a director  of  the  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton  jMutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  He 
has  served  as  town  treasurer  of  Little  Compton  for 
several  years. 

On  j\Iay  28,  1885,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Yi,,  Mr.  Wil- 
bour was  married  to  Miss  Grace  Frances  Ropes, 
who  was  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Ripley 
Ropes.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
namely;  Lincoln  Ropes,  born  IMarch  6,  1886,  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  in  Brookline,  Mass., 
and  Dean  Academy,  and  is  now  wdth  the  American 
iMachinery  Company,  Providence,  R.  I. ; Elizabeth 
Champlin  died  young;  and  Dorothy  was  born  Jan. 
I.  1893.  jMrs.  Wilbour  is  a member  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

HERBERT  H.LRRIS,  of  Lime  Rock,  town  of 
Lincoln,  is  the  largest  manufacturer  of  lime  in  the 
State  and  a representative  business  man  of  his  sec- 
tion. He  is  a native  of  Rhode  Island  and  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  best  known  families  of  the 
State. 

Thomas  and  William  Harris,  brothers,  came  to 
Boston  from  Bristol.  England,  in  1630.  in  com- 
pany with  Roger  Williams.  William  Harris  was 
one  of  the  six  persons  who  arrived  in  1636  as  first 
settlers  at  Providence  before  July  of  the  year 
named,  they  having  spent  the  preceding  winter  at 
Seekonk.  William  Harris  was  also  one  of  the 
twelve  persons  to  whom  Roger  Williams  deeded 
land  that  he  had  bought  from  the  Indians;  and  he 
was  one  of  the  twelve  original  members  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  1639.  Thomas  Harris  was  one 
of  the  thirteen  signers  of  the  compact  of  1637  in- 
cident to  their  inhabiting  the  town — Providence, 
and  he  and  William  were  among  the  thirty-nine 
signers  of  an  agreement.  1640,  for  a form  of  gov- 
ernment. Thomas  Harris  was  for  years  commis- 
sioner, deputy,  member  of  the  town  council,  assist- 
ant. etc.  These  brothers  were  the  progenitors  of 
the  numerous  Rhode  Island  Harris  family,  and 
from  Thomas,  through  his  grandson,  Richard  Har- 
ris. son  of  Thomas  (2),  have  descended  many  of 


the  Harrises  who  have  lived  in  and  about  what 
constituted  the  town  of  Old  Smithfield,  in  a region 
of  country  where  have  lived  the  forefathers  of  the 
late  Jeremiah  Harris,  whose  father,  William  Har- 
ris, says  family  tradition,  was  a patriot  of  the 
Revolution. 

Jeremiah  Harris,  son  of  William,  and  grand- 
father of  Herbert  Harris,  was  a native  of  the  town 
of  Burrillville,  R.  L,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaker.  He  made  his  home  first  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Herring  Pond,  where  he  followed  his  trade, 
and  there  also  owned  a small  tract  of  land.  Later 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Slatersville,  where  he 
was  engaged  at  his  trade  for  a time  and  also 
worked  in  the  Slater  mills.  From  Slaterville  he 
moved  with  some  of  his  family  to  Cape  Cod,  Mass., 
wLere  he  owned  a small  farm  house,  but  he  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  Smithfield,  and  frequently 
walked  from  Cape  Cod  to  Smithfield,  a distance  each 
way  of  about  seventy  miles  to  cast  his  vote.  During 
his  stay  there  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade.  Re- 
turning to  Rhode  Island  he  located  first  at  North 
Scituate,  but  in  the  early  seventies  he  went  to 
Chepachet,  in  the  town  of  Glocester,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  chosen  calling.  He  died  there  in  1874,  at  the 
ri])e  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  was  buried  in 
Acotes  Hill  cemetery.  He  contracted  the  sickness 
that  caused  his  death  while  engaged  in  building  the 
foundation  for  a shop  which  he  intended  to  occupy. 
Mr.  Harris  was  a man  of  exemplary  habits  and  un- 
blemished character,  possessed  of  a wonderful 
amount  of  energy,  a good  citizen,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church.  He  was 
a stanch  Democrat  in  political  faith. 

For  his  first  wife  Jeremiah  Harris  married 
Rhoda  Young,  who  was  born  in  Burrillville,  daugh- 
ter of  Othniel  Young,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  A full  history  of  the  Young  family  may 
be  found  elsewhere.  IMrs.  Harris  died  at  Cape 
Cod,  and  was  buried  in  the  Acotes  Hill  cemetery. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Harris  married  Mary 
Adams,  widow  of  Bena  Daniels,  and  she  died  at 
Chepachet  and  w-as  buried  in  the  same  cemetery. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  union,  but  a large 
family  was  born  to  Mr.  Harris’s  first  marriage, 
viz.:  Ira  is  mentioned  below;  Eliza,  widow  of 
Allen  Bishop,  resides  at  North  Scituate,  R.  L,  and 
is  now  eighty-nine  years  old  (she  has  read  the 
Bible  through  three  times)  ; William  died  while 
serving  in  the  Civil  war ; Sarah,  married  John 
Barker,  of  East  Providence,  and  both  are  deceased ; 
Henry  died  in  Montana;  Jeremiah,  who  met  his 
death  by  drowning,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war ; 
Abby  married  Talcott  Curtis,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased ; Lucy  married  George  Buxton,  and  both  are 
deceased  ; Rhoda  married  Amasa  Esten,  and  she  died 
in  Providence ; Thomas  died  young ; Orin  resides 
at  Buzzards  Bay,  ^Massachusetts. 

Ira  Harris,  eldest  son  of  Jeremiah,  was  the  • 
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father  of  Mr.  Herbert  Harris.  He  was  born  at 
Burrillville,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Slatersville,  where  he 
found  employment  in  the  mill  of  the  Slaters  and 
also  worked  on  their  farm.  Thence  he  removed  to 
what  was  then  the  town  of  Smithfield,  located  at 
Lime  Rock,  and  there  learned  the  wheelwright’s 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  as  a journeyman  with 
John  Burckett.  Later  he  engaged  in  business  for 
himself,  continuing  thus  for  several  years,  until 
he  accepted  a position  as  farmer  with  tlie  late 
Judge  Charles  Bradley,  with  whom  he  spent  one 
year.  He  then  changed  to  the  employ  of  the  Dex- 
ter Lime  Rock  Company,  for  which  firm  he  worked 
several  years,  when  he  went  to  California,  locating 
in  Modesto,  Stanislaus  county.  There  he  embarked 
in  the  carriage-making  business  with  his  son  Ira, 
and  spent  nine  years  in  that  location.  Returning 
to  the  East  he  located  in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  mak- 
ing his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Gas- 
sett,  with  whom  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  died  there  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Moshassuck  cemetery  at  Pawtucket. 
IMr.  Harris  was  very  liberal  in  his  views  on  relig- 
ious matters,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in  political 
opinion.  He  was  married  at  Slatersville  to  Fanny 
Clarke,  who  died  at  Dexter  Lime  Rock  and  lies 
buried  in  the  same  cemetery  as  her  husband.  She 
was  a devoted  Christian  mother  and  much  beloved 
in  the  home  circle.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  were 
born  the  following  named  children : Thomas  E. 
died  in  Lincoln  at  the  age  of  sixty  years ; Carolina 
died  young;  Fanny  J.  married  Frank  O.  Gassett, 
of  Lincoln ; Ira,  a blacksmith,  resides  at  Centredale, 
R.  I. ; Herbert  is  mentioned  below ; Edward  F.,  a 
blacksmith,  resides  at  Cape  Cod,  Mass. ; George 
W.,  a wheelwright,  is  a resident  of  Centredale, 
Rhode  Island. 

Herbert  Harris  was  born  Feb.  18,  1851,  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  and  was  only  three  years 
old  when  the  family  moved  to  Lime  Rock,  now  in- 
cluded in  the  town  of  Lincoln.  There  he  attended 
school,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  started  to  learn 
the  trade  of  wheelwright  with  Andrew  Whipple, 
at  Greenville.  He  only  continued  at  that  trade  a 
year,  however,  and  for  the  next  two  years  was  en- 
gaged at  teaming  for  the  Dexter  Lime  Rock  Com- 
pany, at  the  age  of  nineteen  starting  in  business 
on  his  own  account  in  that  line.  He  bought  a team, 
going  into  debt  for  several  hundred  dollars,  and 
for  over  a year  did  teaming  between  Providence 
and  Harrisville,  hauling  for  John  O.  Wood,  who 
operated  a gristmill  at  Harrisville.  He  then  began 
to  team  for  the  Lonsdale  Company,  between  Lons- 
dale and  Providence,  and  later  was  engaged  by  the 
Dexter  Lime  Rock  Company,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  ten  years,  running  five  teams  in  their 
service.  Going  thence  to  Centredale  he  took  a con- 
tract to  haul  some  of  the  stone  for  the  new  depot, 
the  retaining  river  wall  at  Providence  and  the  Fruit 


Hill  reservoir.  On  the  completion  of  that  contract 
Mr.  Harris  settled  on  the  Orin  Hutchinson  farm, 
a tract  of  thirty  acres  near  Lime  Rock,  which  is 
now  his  present  home.  In  1890  he  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  lime,  having  leased  the  Harris  Lime 
Rock,  which  he  worked  for  eleven  years,  and  upon 
the  expiration  of  his  lease  he  bought  the  property. 
He  also  acquired  the  control  of  the  Dexter  Lime 
Rock,  since  when  he  has  been  the  most  extensive 
manufacturer  of  lime  in  the  State,  his  annual  out- 
put amounting  to  55,000  barrels.  The  product  is 
shipped  to  all  sections.  Employment  is  given  to 
over  forty  men,  and  a number  of  teams  are  re- 
quired. He  also  bought  large  tracts  of  woodland 
for  lime  burning  purposes  in  and  around  the  town 
of  Lincoln.  Mr.  Harris  applies  himself  closely  to 
his  business,  in  the  conduct  of  which  he  has  dis- 
played enterprise  of  an  unusual  order,  and  he  is 
progressive  and  energetic  in  the  prosecution  of 
anything  he  undertakes.  His  honesty  and  straight- 
forwardness are  proverbial,  and  his  sterling  char- 
acter and  honorable  impulses  are  apparent  to  all 
who  have  had  dealings  with  him.  Self-made  and 
self-educated,  he  has  won  his  way  to  a position 
which  is  all  the  more  creditable  to  him  as  having 
been  attained  solely  by  his  own  efforts.  He  is 
modest  in  demeanor,  but  very  genial,  and  is  court- 
eous and  approachable  to  all. 

Mr.  Harris  married  Mary  D.  Keene,  daughter 
of  Philip  Keene,  and  she  died  Jan.  i,  1881,  leav- 
ing two  children,  (i)  Sarah  J.,  a graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School,  taught  school  seven  years 
in  Providence  and  Lincoln,  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage to  Eugene  A.  Knight,  of  Lime  Rock,  where 
they  reside.  They  have  one  child  Irma  Idella.  (2) 
Georgianna  graduated  from  the  Bryant  & Stratton 
business  college ; she  married  Albert  P.  Holley,  and 
they  reside  in  Lincoln.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Harris  married  Lena  Kiilz,  a native  of  Germany, 
and  to  this  union  have  come  three  children : Carrie, 
who  died  when  three  years  old ; and  Burton  K., 
and  Gertrude  A.,  both  students  at  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Agricultural  College. 

Mr.  Harris  has  made  many  improvements  on 
his  farm,  upon  which  he  has  erected  some  fine 
buildings.  He  is  quite  an  enthusiastic  automobilist, 
owning  several  machines,  and  being  a thorough 
mechanic  and  familiar  with  machinery  in  general 
enjoys  their  operation  immensely.  However,  he  also 
appreciates  a good  horse,  and  in  fact  likes  all  the 
domestic  animals.  Home  pleasures  are  his  special 
delight,  and  he  is  not  particularly  active  even  in 
local  public  affairs,  although  he  has  served  four 
terms  in  the  town  council  of  Lincoln.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  sentiment  and  liberal  in  re- 
ligious matters.  Mr.  Harris  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  Lime  Rock  Grange,  No.  22,  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  of  which  he  is  master,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Pomona  and  the  State  Grange.  He 
occupies  an  important  position  in  the  town  which 
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he  has  adopted  as  his  home  and  the  center  of  his 
business  activities,  and  commands  the  respect  of 
his  neighbors  and  associates  generally. 

CHARLES  H.  WOODBURY,  of  Woodbury 
& Kenyon,  proprietors  of  the  \\  yoming  Flock 
Company,  at  Barberville,  also  the  Wyoming  Yarn 
Company,  at  Wyoming.  R.  I.,  died  April  27,  1907- 
He  was  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  tex- 
tile manufacturers  in  that  section  of  Rhode  Island 
and  came  from  an  old  New'  England  family.  He 
was  born  at  Amesbury,  Alass.,  Dec.  29,  1868,  son 
of  John  Ruggles  and  Annie  F.  (Heritage)  Wood- 
bury. 

John  Ruggles  W'oodbury  was  engaged  in  the 
carriage  business  at  Amesbury.  One  of  his  ances- 
tors on  his  mother’s  side  was  Brig.-Gen.  Ruggles, 
the  first  Speaker  of  the  first  Congress  convened 
at  New  York  about  ten  years  before  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  W oodbury  mar- 
ried Annie  F.  Heritage,  and  to  them  w^ere  born 
children  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Charles 
H. ; and  Mary,  who  married  Percy  Hawkins,  of 
Boston,  [Massachusetts. 

Charles  H.  Woodbury  attended  the  public 
schools  at  Amesbury  until  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  work  in  the  mill  at  War- 
ren, [Mass.  He  learned  the  business  thoroughly, 
and  afterward  became  assistant  superintendent  and 
designer  in  the  mill  at  Franklin,  Mass.,  and  for  two 
and  one-half  years  was  superintendent  and  designer 
of  the  Union  [Montgomery 'Company,  at  Norwalk, 
Conn.  There  he  joined  Our  Brothers  Lodge,  No. 
10,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  continued  a member  all 
his  life.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  \Vorkmen. 

In  July,  1896,  [Mr.  Woodbury  came  to  Hope 
Valley,  R.  I.,  and  for  three  months  was  associated 
with  Sabin  Owen  in  the  mill,  and  subsequently  for 
a year  was  a member  of  the  Hope  Valley  WMolen 
Company.  [Mr.  Woodbury  was  a thoroughly  prac- 
tical man  in  his  line  of  business,  and  the  type  of 
a citizen  whose  value  to  a community  is  difficult  to 
estimate.  In  a locality,  where  the  thrift  or  activity 
of  a mill  property  measures  wholly  the  prosperity 
of  that  community,  the  transformation  of  such 
properties  from  idleness  to  activity  means  much, 
and  the  benefit  is  by  no  means  the  mill  owner’s 
alone.  The  mill  properties  with  which  Mr.  Wood- 
bury was  connected  underwent  in  recent  years  just 
such  changes,  and  he  left  them  among  the  flourish- 
ing industries  of  that  section. 

In  December,  1902,  an  idle  mill  property  at  Wy- 
oming was  purchased  by  this  enterprising  Arm,  and 
the  W yoming  Yarn  Company  was  organized  for  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  yarn.  Success  came  to  them 
from  the  first,  and  the  business  was  highly  prosper- 
ous. The  same  might  he  said  of  the  Wyoming 
Flock  Company,  at  Barberville,  which  the  firm  pur- 
chased in  October,  1899,  and  which  became  an  ex- 


cellent example  of  what  push  and  up-to-date  busi- 
ness methods  will  accomplish. 

On  Oct.  3,  1893,  [Mr.  Woodbury  married  [Miss’ 
Ada  Estella  Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  of 
South  W'alpole,  Mass.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter,  Marion  Guild,  born  [May  5,  1903.  In 
politics  [Mr.  Woodbury  was  a Republican. 

EUGENE  MELVIN  SAWIN,  Vice-President 
and  Treasurer  of  the  John  M.  Dean  Company, 
house  furnishers.  Providence,  and  one  of  the  best 
known  business  men  of  that  city,  was  born  there 
April  2,  1856,  son  of  Silas  Westcott  and  Mary  A. 
(Duckworth)  Sawin,  and  grandson  of  Silas  Wk  and 
Sarah  Sawin. 

Silas  Westcott  Sawin  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  1823,  and  he  died  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
Dec.  24,  1896.  By  trade  he  was  a jeweler  and  as  a, 
journeyman  followed  that  occupation  for  a time  in 
Providence,  and  then  for  some  time  prior  tO'  1857 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  that  city. 
The  panic  of  1857  ruined  many  and  i\Ir.  Sawin  suf- 
fered considerable  loss.  For  many  years  thereafter 
he  worked  for  Hunt  & Owen.  He  married  Mary 
A.  Duckworth,  daughter  of  Rowland  Duckworth, 
and  six  children  were  born  to  them,  namely : Cor- 
nelia A.,  who  married  Lewis  L.  Brown,  of  Provi- 
dence; William  A.,  a journeyman  jeweler;  Eugene 
[Melvin ; Arthur  D.,  a stock  broker ; Eva  A.,  who 
married  Edward  C.  Mudge ; and  Augusta  E.,  who 
married  Irvin  E.  Cook. 

Rowland  Duckworth,  father  of  [Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(Duckworth)  Sawin,  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  Aug.  12,  1791,  son  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Traver)  Duckworth.  He  came  to  New  York 
City  soon  after  his  marriage.  On  Aug.  5,  1815,  he 
wedded,  in  St.  .Mary’s  Church,  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, Alice  Breeze,  who  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  May  20,  1797,  daughter  of  Christopher 
Breeze.  The  children  of  this  union  now  living  are : 
James,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Margaret,  who  is  Mrs. 
Joseph  R.  Place ; Ellen  D.,  wife  of  P.  R.  Covert ; 
and  Mary  A.,. who  married  Silas  W.  Sawin.  Those 
deceased  are  George  D.,  Christopher  D.,  Rowland, 
William,  John,  Sarah  (who  married  William 
Dodge),  and  Elizabeth  (who  married  Cyrus  Al- 
drich). 

Eugene  [Melvin  Sawin  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Providence,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  there  in  1875.  Upon  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  employ  of  William  B.  Bland- 
ing  as  bookkeeper,  and  remained  there  for  nine 
years  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper,  and  for  the 
last  four  years  was  in  full  charge  of  the  office.  On 
May  8,  1884,  Mr.  Sawin  severed  his  connection 
with  that  firm,  having  on  [May  ist  of  that  year, 
purchased  a part  of  the  interest  of  Christopher  A. 
Cady,  of  the  firm  of  Cady  & Dean,  Mr.  John  M. 
Dean  taking  the  other  part  of  Mr.  Cady’s  interest. 
The  business  was  carried  on  under  the  name  of 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1311 


John  ]\I.  Dean  & Co.,  and  so  continued  until  1892, 
when  three  of  the  clerks  were  admitted  as  part- 
ners, and  a stock  company  was  formed  under  the 
name  of  the  John  Dean  Company.  Since  its  in- 
corporation Air.  Dean  has  been  President,  and  Air. 
Sawin  vice-president  and  treasurer.  For  the  last 
few  years  the  general  oversight  of  the  business  has 
fallen  upon  Air.  Sawin  owing  to  Air.  Dean’s  inter- 
ests elsewhere  demanding  his  personal  attention. 
The  business  has  been  one  of  phenomenal  growth 
and  is,  today,  one  of  very  large  proportions.  Air. 
Sawin  has  seen  it  grow  from  $50,000  per  year  to 
$400,000. 

In  his  politics  Air.  Sawin  is  a Republican,  and 
from  1897  1899  ^ member  of  the  city  council 

from  the  Sixth  ward.  He  is  a member  of  What 
Cheer  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  Providence,  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  Calvary  Commandery,'  Providence 
Council  and  Palestine  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Pomham  Club,  and  is  a mem- 
ber and  secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Automobile 
Club. 

Air.  Sawin  married  Helena  B.  Dawley,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  B.  and  Georgianna  (Burgess)  Daw- 
ley,  and  they  have  one  son,  Alelvin  Eugene,  born 
Oct.  30,  1890. 

ALAIY.  One  of  the  best  known  names  of  east- 
ern Rhode  Island  is  that  of  Almy,  which  has  been 
borne  by  successive  generations  of  agriculturists 
from  the  earliest  days  of  the  Colony. 

(I)  William  Almy,  born  in  1601,  came  to  New 
England  and  was  at  Lynn,  Alass.,  perhaps  as  early 
as  1631.  He  returned  to  England,  but  again  came 
to  New  England,  this  time  in  the  “Abigail,”  in 
1635,  his  age  being  then  given  as  thirty-four  years ; 
his  wife,  Audry,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and  their 
two  children  accompanied  him.  The  elder  child, 
Annie,  was  aged  eight  years,  and  Christopher, 
three  years.  Air.  Almy  removed  to  Sandwidi, 
Alass.,  "in  1637,  and  later  to  Portsmouth,  R.  L, 
where  he  was  a freeman  in  1655.  He  had  had 
granted  him  land  at  Y ading  river  in  Portsmouth  in 
1644.  He  was  a juryman  in  1656,  and  commis- 
sioner in  1656,  1657  and  1663.  He  died  in  1676. 
His  children  were ; Ann,  born  in  1627 ; Christo- 
pher, in  1632 ; John  and  Job. 

(H)  Job  Almy,  son  of  William,  married  Alary 
Unthank,  and  they  were  of  Portsmouth,  Warwick 
and  Portsmouth,  respectively.  Air.  Almy  was  dep- 
uty from  Warwick  in  1670,  and  1672,  and  assist- 
ant in  1673,  1674  and  1675.  His  death  occurred  in 
1684.  His  children  were ; William  and  Christopher, 
born  in  1664;  Wdlliam  (2),  1665;  Susanna,  1667; 
Audry,  1669;  Deborah,  1671;  Catherine,  1674; 
John,"  1676;  Alary,  1678;  and  Job,  1681. 

(HI)  Job  Almy  (2),  born  AIarch  2,  1681,  son  of 
Job,  married  Dec.  6,  1705?  Bridget  Sanford,  daugh- 
ter of  Peleg  and  Alary  (Coddington)  Sanford,  and 
resided  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  Jan.  25) 
1767.  Their  children  were:  Job,  born  Alarch  4, 


1707;  Peleg,  Oct.  25,  1709;  Alary,  Jan.  20,  1711; 
Eliphal,  Aug.  3,  1713;  Bridget,  Alay  16,  1716;  Ann, 
Jan.  28,  1718;  John,  April  18,  1720;  Job,  Alay  16, 
1722;  and  Deborah,  Alarch  21,  1724. 

(IV')  John  Almy,  son  of  Job  (2),  born  April  18, 
1720,  married  Hannah  Cook,  daughter  of  John 
Cook,  and  their  children  of  Tiverton  town  record 
were:  Sanford,  born  Aug.  28,  1759;  Peleg,  Jan. 
8,  1761;  Bridget,  Sept.  21,  1762;  John,  April  16, 
1764;  and  Cook,  Sept.  24,  1765.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  Oct.  25,  1765. 

(V)  Peleg  Almy,  son  of  John,  born  Jan.  8,  1761, 
married  Oct.  23,  1784,  Hannah  Cory,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Comfort  Cory,  and  their  children  of 
Portsmouth  town  record  were : Philip,  born  Alarch 
6,  1786;  Anne,  Nov.  3,  1787;  Hannah,  Nov.  13, 
1789  ; Bridget,  Feb.  7,  1791;  Peleg,  Oct.  10,  1792; 
David,  Nov.  13,  1794;  Sarah,  April  24,  1796; 
Charles,  Feb.  ii,  1799;  Alary,  Feb.  14,  1801 ; Eliza- 
beth, April  23,  1803 ; a daughter  who  was  born  and 
died  in  Alarch,  1805;  Emeline,  April  29,  1806;  Ed- 
ward, April  14,  1808;  John,  Alay  28,  1810;  and 
Harriet,  July  30,  1812.  Air.  Peleg  Almy  lived  to  be 
ninety-two  years  of  age,  dying  xApril  5,  1853.  His 
widow  Hannah  passed  away  Oct.  15,  1853. 

(VI)  Peleg  Almy  (2),  son  of  Peleg,  born  Oct. 
10,  1792,  married  Feb.  13,  1817,  Hannah  Alanches- 
ter,  of  Aliddletown,  and  their  children  of  Ports- 
mouth town  record  were : Charles,  born  Nov.  10, 
1817;  John  W^,  April  20,  1819;  Alary  C.,  Aug.  20, 
1820;  Edward;  Sally,  Alarch  20,  1822;  Emeline, 
Alarch  9,  1826;  Philip,  Aug.  22,  1831;  and  Della, 
Jan.  2,  1843.  these  the  daughter  Sally  married 
the  late  Peleg  T.  Sherman,  of  Aliddletown,  and 
still  resides  there,  unusually  smart  and  active  for 
her  years. 

(\T)  Edward  Almy,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born 
April  14,  1808,  and  was  educated  in  the  town 
schools.  He  adopted  agriculture  as  his  calling  and 
operated  a tract  of  100  acres  on  Union  street, 
Portsmouth,  on  which  he  made  extensive  improve- 
ments. Of  this  land  he  sold  twenty  acres  lying  on 
the  south  side  of  the  road  and  including  a part  of 
St.  Alary’s  Lake,  to  the  Newport  water  works.  His 
entire  life  was  spent  on  the  farm,  carrying  on  not 
only  general  farming,  but  poultry  raising  and  mar- 
ket gardening.  He  died  Jan.  7,  1883,  and  was 
buried  in  the  family  burying-ground  on  the  farm. 
He  was  a good  citizen  and  a good  man,  upright 
and  honest  in  his  dealings,  and  with  all  the  quali- 
ties which  insure  a happy  home  life.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat. 

Edward  Almy  was  thrice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Alaria  L.  Stillings,  was  born  April  14,  1816, 
daughter  of  Harvey  and  Rachel  Stillings.  She 
died  Sept.  22,  1838,  and  was  buried  in  the  family 
lot.  Her  two  children  were  Harvey  S.,  who  died 
in  New  York;  and  Julia  Alaria,  who  married  Ben- 
jamin Howland,  of  Aliddletown,  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  On  Dec.  2,  1839,  Almy  married  Re- 
becca G.  Weaver,  born  Nov.  16,  1818,  daughter 
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of  Benjamin  Weaver,  of  [Middletown.  She  died 
Nov.  25,  1857,  leaving  three  children,  namely  1 
[Mary  Catherine,  born  Sept.  7,  1841,  who  married 
Edmund  Eayles,  of  [Middletown,  both  now  deceased ; 
Edward,  Jr.,  born  [May  21,  1844;  and  George  W., 
born  Jan.  3,  1846,  living  in  New  York.  Mr.  Almy 
married  for  his  third  wife,  on  Nov.  19,  1862,  at 
Newport,  Elizabeth  A.  [Matthews.  She  was  born 
in  1836,  and  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  with 
her  sons.  [Mrs.  Almy  is  a member  ot  St.  Alary's 
Episcopal  Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children;  William;  Henry;  and  Elizabeth,  born 
Jan.  31,  1872,  who  died  Dec.  9,  1873. 

(\'II)  Edward  Almy,  one  of  Portsmouth's  pro- 
gressive and  successful  agriculturists,  was  born  in 
that  town  Alay  21,  1844.  He  had  no  opportunity 
of  attending  any  but  the  district  schools,  and  from 
an  early  age  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  with  his 
father,  learning  all  the  details  of  farm  life.  In  1872 
he  left  home,  and  going  to  Newtown,  in  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  carried  on  the  Philip  Almy  place  for 
several  years.  He  then  acquired  thirty-five  acres  of 
the  old  homestead  farm  and  upon  this  land  settled 
down  permanently.  He  has  since  added  extensive 
improvements  to  his  farm,  built  a good  house  and 
barns,  all  fitted  with  modern  appliances,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  has  made  a special  success  of  his 
dealings  in  live  stock,  and  is  well-known  through- 
out the  State.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing, up-to-date  and  prosperous  farmers  of  the  re- 
gion. 

In  1872  Air.  Almy  was  married  to  Aliss  Frances 
Rogers  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  the  late  Noel 
Coggeshall,  of  Aliddletown,  whose  family  history 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Air.  and  Airs.  Almy 
are  both  domestic  in  their  tastes  and  devoted  to 
their  home  and  children.  They  have  two  daugh- 
ters ; Anna  Rebecca,  at  home,  a graduate  of  the 
Friends’  School  in  Providence ; and  Katie  Fayles, 
who  married  George  Thurston,  of  Aliddletown,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Frances  Weaver.  The  family  are 
all  members  of  the  Holy  Cross  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Aliddletown.  Air.  Almy  is  a good  Democrat,  and 
is  always  loyal  to  his  party.  He  is  deeply  interested 
in  all  questions  of  local  improventients, 
and  for  four  years  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  has  also  for  a number  of  years  been 
overseer  of  the  town  j^oor.  Not  only  a prosperous 
man,  but  also  well  read,  broad-minded  and  intelli- 
gent, he  is  liked  and  respected  by  all. 

(VH)  M'lr.LiAM  Almy.  oldest  son  of  Edward 
Almv  (i)  by  his  third  wife.  Elizabetli  Alatthews. 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead.  Sept.  12.  1864.  and 
he  received  his  education  in  the  town  schools.  Fie 
was  only  nineteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died, 
but  he  had  already  had  considerable  experience  in 
the  conduct  of  a farm,  and  was  well  qualified  to  un- 
dertake the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  home- 
stead. Since  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  he  and 


his  brother  Henry  have  been  associated  in  its  man- 
agement. The  farm  comprises  about  forty-five 
acres,  and  there  they  are  engaged  not  only  in  gen- 
eral farming  but  also  in  poultry  raising  and  market 
gardening. 

William  Almy  has  always  been  enthusiastic  over 
out-door  sports,  particularly  fishing  and  shooting, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  shots  in  the  State.  He  be- 
longs to  several  rifie  associations,  and  has  taken 
medals  in  each,  so  that  his  reputation  is  much  more 
than  local.  As  a member  of  the  Alassachusetts 
Rifie  Association,  he  won  a gold  medal  offered  for 
the  best  shot ; he  was  the  winner  of  a silver  medal, 
offered  for  competition  among  its  members  by  the 
Providence  Revolver  Association ; and  he  has  also 
taken  gold  and  bronze  medals  offered  by  the  United 
States  Revolver  Association. 

(YH)  Henry  Almy,  younger  brother  of  Wil- 
liam, born  July  7,  1866,  enjoyed  the  same  educa- 
tional opportunities  as  his  brother.  He  also  was 
brought  up  to  farm  work,  and  makes  it  his  regular 
calling.  He  is  an  enterprising,  progressive  and  in- 
dustrious young  man,  and  the  partnership  between 
himself  and  his  brother  has  been  very  successful. 
Both  are  men  of  good  habits  and  upright  character, 
and  they  are  devoted  sons,  looking  carefully  after 
their  mother’s  welfare.  All  who  know  them  have 
only  good  words  for  them  and  they  are  deservedly 
very  popular.  In  politics  they  are  both  stanch  Dem- 
ocrats. 

ALBERT  G.  GROFF.  The  name  of  Groff  in 
Newport  is  synonymous  with  honesty,  uprightness 
and  fair  dealing,  traits  characteristic  of  a family 
which  has  now  been  identified  with  Newport  for 
several  generations,  although  it  originally  centered 
around  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford,  Alass.  In 
whatever  community  the  Groffs  have  always  Been 
substantial  people  of  good  standing. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  Newport  was 
John  AI.  Groff,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Anthony) 
Groff,  born  in  New  Bedford  in  1801.  As  a young 
man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a tanner,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  industry  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
In  later  years,  however,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
fishing  instead  and  followed  that  to  the  end  of  his 
active  career.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Easton  Bachel- 
ler,  daughter  of  John  Bacheller,  of  Newport.  She 
survived  her  husband  for  many  years,  her  death 
occurring  Alarch  5,  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  while  he  had  passed  away  in  Newport,  Jan. 
8,  1861,  when  only  fifty-nine  years  old.  They  had 
a large  family,  as  follows:  James,  deceased,  a 
contractor  for  masonry  in  Newport,  who  married 
Rachel  B.  Lewis ; Hannah,  residing  in  Newport, 
widow  of  the  late  Benjamin  Cornell,  of  that  city; 
John  B.,  deceased,  a carpenter  in  Newport,  who 
married  Abby  Simmons ; Mdlliam  B.,  deceased,  for 
many  years  a boat  builder  in  Newport,  who  married 
(first)  Hannah  Bayton,  and  (second)  Hannah  C. 
Eldred,  both  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I. ; Henry  G., 
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deceased,  a sliip  carpenter  of  Newport,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Ellen  Coxson,  and  (second)  Fannie  B. 
Holt,  of  Newport;  Albert  G. ; Sarah  E.,  wife  of 
William  Holt,  of  Newport,  engaged  in  fishing; 
Charles  E.,  of  Newport,  a ship  carpenter  by  trade, 
who  married  (first)  Mary  Kelly,  (second)  Addie 
Saunders,  and  (third)  IMaria  Stanton;  Samuel, 
deceased,  a carpenter  of  Newport,  who  married 
Johanna  Freeborn;  Martha  J.,  deceased  wife  of 
William  H.  Barlow,  of  Newport;  Benjamin,  who 
died  aged  eighteen  months;  and  Benjamin  (2),  a 
carpenter,  who  married  Sarah  Cook,  and  resides 
in  Newport. 

Albert  Gardner  Groff  was  born  Aug.  13,  1834, 
in  Newport.  Being  one  of  a very  large  family, 
his  attendance  in  the  public  schools  was  cut  rather 
short,  as  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  work  much  earlier 
than  many  of  the  boys  of  his  day.  As  a mere  boy 
he  began  working  on  the  Prescott  Hall  farm,  which 
was  also  known  as  the  Malbone  Farm,  under  Jo- 
siah  Albro,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  some 
time.  While  still  a lad  in  his  early  teens  he  became 
an  apprentice  to  the  ship  carpenter’s  trade  with 
the  firm  of  Silas  H.  & Joseph  B.  Cottrell,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  for  several  years,  and  became 
thoroughly  versed  in  every  detail  of  ship  building, 
acquiring  a reputation  as  a first-class  mechanic. 
About  the  time  the  Civil  War  broke  out  Mr.  Groff 
went  to  New  York  where  he  accepted  a position 
in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  where  he  remained 
several  years,  during  which  time  he  was  drafted 
for  service  in  his  country’s  cause,  hut  he  had  proven 
himself  so  valuable  a man  in  the  Navy  Yard  that 
he  was  retained  in  .that  capacity.  Shortly  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  he  returned  to  Newport, 
and  in  the  latter  city  was  made  foreman  of  the 
carpenter  department  of  the  Old  Colony  repair 
shops,  a position  he  filled  with  ability  and  efficiency 
until  he  had  reached  his  fortieth  year.  x\bout  this 
time,  in  1873,  Air.  Groff  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  striking  out  in  a line  entirely  different 
from  his  former  occupation,  and  establishing  him- 
self as  a dealer  in  provisions,  and  groceries,  etc., 
purchasing  the  business  of  John  Young.  His  store 
was  located  at  Nos.  89-93  Bridge  street,  and  he 
continued  to  conduct  this  enterprise  with  marked 
success  for  a period  of  thirty  years.  His  dealings 
were  invariably  on  a basis  of  strict  integrity  and 
fair  dealing,  and  this,  in  addition  to  his  social  and 
straightforward  manner  towards  all,  and  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  a keen  business  man,  shrewd, 
alert  and  energetic,  resulted  in  more  than  ample 
financial  returns.  He  retired  from  business  in 
1903  with  a handsome  property,  and  handed  the 
charge  of  affairs  over  to  his  son. 

Air.  Groff  was  married  June  23.  1863,  to  Sarah 
Hazard  Allen,  of  Newport,  daughter  of  John  and 
Susan  (Wetherell)  Allen.  Five  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  but  only  one  outlived  childhood, 
Albert  G.,  Jr.  Airs.  Groff  passed  from  this  world 
83 


Alay  7,  1890,  in  Newport.  Her  husband  survived 
her  demise  fifteen  years,  dying  Alarch  25,  1905,  in 
Newport.  He  was  a man  whose. honesty  was  never 
questioned,  and  was  possessed  of  a kindly,  genial 
nature,  which  won  him  hosts  of  warm  friends, 
while  his  generosity  afforded  substantial  help  to 
many  of  the  needy  and  suffering.  In  politics  Air. 
Groff  was  a strong  Republican,  but  no  active  party 
worker. 

Albert  Gardner  Groff,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New- 
port, Jan.  21,  1871,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  After  completing  his  course 
there  he  went  in  to  his  father’s  store  as  a clerk, 
and  worked  there  till  the  latter’s  retirement  in 
1903,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  entire  management. 
This  was  of  rather  short  duration,  for  after  his 
father’s  death.  Air.  Groff  sold  out  the  business  July 
25,  1905,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not  undertaken 
any  new  enterprise  of  a commercial  nature,  the  care 
of  the  property  which  he  has  inherited  occupying 
most  of  his  time.  He  has  taken  some  part  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  represented  the  Republicans  of  the 
First  ward  in  the  common  council  for  four  years. 
During  two  years  of  this  he  occupied  the  respon- 
sible position  of  chairman  of  the  finance  commit- 
tee. He  is  also  active  fraternally,  and  belongs  to 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  AI. ; to  Red- 
wood Lodge,  No.  II,  Knights  of  Pythias;  and  to 
Weenat  Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  I.  O.  R.  AI.,  of  New- 
port. 

On  Dec.  29,  1896,  occurred  the  union  of  Albert 
G.  Groff  and  Sarah  Whitney  Rockett.  Airs.  Groff 
is  the  daughter  of  John  AI.  and  Abby  Wentworth 
(Cobb)  Rockett,  of  Hingham,  Alass.  Their  mar- 
riage has  proved  a very  happy  one,  and  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children,  born  as  follows:  Al- 
bert G.,  Jr.,  Jan.  17,  1898;  Sarah  Rockett,  June  30, 
1901,  and  Anna  Alailard,  Dec.  18,  1906. 

I.  W.  SAWIN,  AI.  D.,  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  successful  homeopathic  physi- 
cians in  Rhode  Island,  represented  the  highest  type 
of  citizenship,  and  left  a name  both  honored  and  re- 
spected. Dr.  Sawin  descended  from  old  New  Eng- 
land stock,  his  ancestor,  Thomas  Sawin,  having 
emigrated  from  Boxford,  County  of  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, about  1648,  as  he  is  of  record  in  Alassachusetts 
in  1650,  when  he  testified  in  case  about  an  occur- 
rence which  happened  in  England  in  1648. 

Dr.  Sawin  was  born  in  l3over,  Alass.,  Dec.  30, 
1823,  son  of  Joel  and  Alary  (Battelle)  Sawin.  The 
Doctor’s  mother  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years.  Dr.  Sawin  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Alassachusetts,  supplemented 
by  private  teaching  and  self  culture.  He  studied 
medicine  in  Providence  under  Dr.  C.  \\A  B.  Kidder, 
then  lecturer  in  Surgery  and  demonstrator  in  Prac- 
tical and  Surgical  Anatomy  at  the  Aledical  College 
in  Worcester,  Alass.,  and  also  with  Dr.  Bowen.  He 
graduated  from  the  Western  Homeopathic  College 
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of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  IMarch  i,  1857.  In  1875^  and 
1876  he  took  a postgraduate  course  of  Clinical  Surg- 
ery in  Vienna,  Austria.  In  1857  he  established  him- 
self in  Centredale,  R.  I.,  and  remained  there  untd 
1867,  when  he  removed  to  Rrovidence,  continuing 
to  practice  his  profession  there  v ith  maiked  success 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  i,  1906.  He 
was  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Rhode  Island  Militia, 
under  the  .Militia  Law  enacted  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  visiting 
surgeon  of  the  Rhode  Island  Homeopathic  Dis- 
pensary, a relation  he  sustained  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

Dr.  Sawin  was  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Homeopathic  iMedical  Society,  and  a Senior  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  the  “Rech- 
aPites" — a secret  temperance  society  founded  in 

1840.  . . 

Dr.  Sawin’s  most  noticeable  characteristics  ot 
mind  were  probably  his  extraordinary  quickness  of 
perception,  his  readiness  in  analysis,  his  strong 
memory  and  sound  judgment.  As  a general  prac- 
titioner of  medicine  he  wielded  a strong  influence 
in  his  community.  He  was  in  love  with  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  always  endeavored  to  honoi.  The 
nearly  half-century  that  he  practiced  medicine  cov- 
ered a period  marking  greater  progress  and  advance- 
ment in  his  profession  than  had  taken  place  during 
the  two  centuries  preceding,  and  Dr.  Sawin  kept 
abreast  of  that  progress,  necessitating  radical 
changes  in  methods  and  administration.  He  \\  as  of 
a speculative  and  reflective  type,  turning  over  things 
in  his  own  mind,  not  especially  seeking  originality, 
but  a safe  conclusion  by  the  way  of  sound  common 
sense.  His  character  was  symmetrical  _ and  well 
rounded,  and  as  a citizen  he  had  high  ioeals  and 
lived  up  to  them.  V hile  not  a politician,  he  took  an 
interest  in  political  matters  to  the  extent  of  sup- 
porting with  his  hallot  and  influence  any  movement 
having  for  its  object  tne  support  or  the  advance- 
ment of  the  city’s  loest  interests. 

On  Jan.  l,  1849,  Dr.  Sawin  married  Miss  Olive 
S.  Budlong,  of  the  old  and  prominent  Budlong  fam- 
ily, a daughter  ot  Samuel  (3)  and  Rachel  (Martin) 
Budlong,  and  a sister  of  Dr.  John  Clarke  Budlong, 
of  Providence.  Mrs.  Sawin  is  a representative  of 
the  seventh  generation  from  Francis  Budlong,  of 
Warwick,  her  line  being  through  John,  Moses, 
Samuel,  Samuel  (2)  and  Samuel  Budlong  (3). 
Three  children  were  born  to  Dr.  and  iMrs.  Sawin; 
Adaline  Frances,  deceased;  Olive  Ervina,  of  Long 
Meadow,  R.  T,  who  married  Kelsey  Dow,  and  has 
one  child.  Olive  S. ; and  Ida  Estelle.  The  family 
home  of  Dr.  Sawin  is  at  No.  582  Broadway,  Provi- 
dence, where  his  death  occurred  and  where  his 
widow  and  daughter,  Ida  Estelle,  now  reside. 

IMiss  Ida  Estelle  Sawin  is  a member  of  Gaspee 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  Providence,  her  eligibility  includ- 
ing fourteen  ancestors  who  fought  in  the  Revolution. 
Mrs.  Dow  is  also  a member  of  the  same  chapter. 


Miss  Olive  S.  Dow,  the  only  grandchild  of  Dr. 
Sawin,  is  a member  of  the  Children  of  the  American 
Revolution,  she  having,  of  course,  the  same  lines  of 
eligibility  as  her  mother,  together  with  almost  as 
many  on  her  father's  side  (her  paternal  line  goes 
back  to  Governor  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts). 

CHARLES  L.  KENYON.  The  name  Kenyon 
is  an  old  one  in  Rhode  Island,  and  has  many  repre- 
sentatives. Austin,  the  genealogist  and  authority  on 
families  in  Rhode  Island,  assumes  that  John,  James 
and  Roger  Kenyon,  early  inhabitants  of  southern 
Rhode  Island,  were  brothers,  and  that  their  father’s 
name  was  John,  the  first  known  ancestor  here  of 
the  family. 

Of  these  sons,  John  and  James  resided  in  Kings- 
town and  Westerly,  and  Roger  lived  in  New  Shore- 
ham.  Out  of  the  town  of  Westerly,  later  on,  came 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  Hopkinton,  and  still 
later  from  Charlestown  came  the  town  of  Richmond. 
All  through  this  section  have  lived  and  flourished 
generation  after  generation  of  Kenyons,  through  a 
period  approximating  250  years.  Erom  this  race 
have  sprung  many  of  the  Kenyons  of  today  of  the 
section  named,  among  whom  is  Charles  L.  Kenyon, 
of  the  town  of  Richmond,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Woodbury  & Kenyon,  manufacturers  of  woolen 
goods,  at  the  village  of  Wyoming. 

Tracing  the  Kenyon  lineage  of  the  present 
Charles  L.  Kenyon,  just  alluded  to,  he  is  the  great- 
great-grandson  of  Thomas  Kenyon,  the  great- 
grandson  of  David  Kenyon,  the  grandson  of  Whit- 
man Kenyon,  and  the  son  of  the  late  Captain  David 
R.  Ken3’on,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  was 
long  occupied  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods 
and  was  prominent  in  business  circles  and  in  public 
life. 

Whitman  Kenyon,  son  of  David,  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.  In  con- 
nection with  Wanton  and  Edward  Lillibridge,  in 
about  1832,  he  built  the  old  mill  at  Hillsdale.  He 
married  Abbie,  sister  of  Wanton  and  Edward  Lilli- 
bridge, descendants  of  another  early  family  of  that 
section.  To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows; Nelson  married  Alary  Crandall;  Angelina 
married  George  Sanford,  of  Providence ; John  mar- 
ried Esther  Hoxsie,  of  Exeter ; Amos  died  un- 
married ; David  R. ; Eannie  married  George  S. 
James;  and  Alfred  married  Susan  Hoxsie. 

Capt.  David  R.  Kenyon,  son  of  Whitman,  was 
born  in  1833,  in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  and  there  acquired 
a public  school  education.  On  the  organization  of 
the  Seventh  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1862,  Mr.  Kenyon  cast  his  lot  with  it,  and 
in  September,  1862,  accompanied  it  to  Washington, 
where  it  became  a part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
It  soon  began  its  gallant  career,  starting  in  October 
on  the  memorable  Eredericksburg  campaign.  Later 
on  it  was  sent  to  the  South  to  Kentucky,  and  with 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps  was  under  General  Burn- 
side, who  had  been  assigned  to  the  Department  of 
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the  Ohio.  Still  later  the  Seventh  joined  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  in  front  of  Vicksburg,  and  after 
the  surrender  of  the  latter  point  it  went  in  pursuit  of 
General  Johnston.  Not  attempting  to  follow  this 
regiment  in  detail,  it  again  became  a part  of  the 
Eastern  Army,  and  its  general  course  is  indicated 
by  the  names  of  the  following  battles,  in  which  the 
regiment  had  borne  a meritorious  part,  and  which 
by  general  orders  were  directed  to  be  inscribed  on 
its  colors:  Fredericksburg,  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
Jackson,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Springs,  and 
Hatcher’s  Run.  The  Seventh  regiment  took  a most 
creditable  part  in  the  campaigns  and  engagements 
above  named,  and  with  it  sharing  the  fortunes  of 
war,  was  the  late  Captain  Kenyon,  who  was  en- 
rolled Sept.  4,  1862,  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  on  the  same  date,  and  who  served  first  as 
first  lieutenant,  and  was  then  promoted  to  a cap- 
taincy. In  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Dec.  13,  1862,  the  Seventh  suffered  severely, 
thirty-one  members  being  killed,  and  122  wounded. 
Its  lieutenant-colonel,  the  late  Welcome  B.  Sayles, 
was  instantly  killed  by  the  fragment  of  a shell, 
and  Maj.  Jacob  Babbitt  fell  mortally  wounded,  dy- 
ing later.  Adjutant  Charles  F.  Page,  Capt.  Row- 
land G.  Rodman,  Jgjnes  H.  Remington  and  Lewis 
Leavens,  Lieutenants  George  A.  Wilber  and  the 
late  David  R.  Kenyon,  and  also  Sergeant-Major  Jo- 
seph H.  Manchester,  were  all  severely  wounded. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Seventh  Regiment  was  one 
of  gallant  deeds  on  through  to  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  so  long  as  the  late  Captain  Kenyon  was 
permitted  to  share  its  fortunes  his  was  an  honorable 
record.  He  was  transferred,  after  being  wounded, 
to  Company  I,  of  which  he  was  made  captain,  and 
on  March  2,  1863,  he  resigned  from  the  service. 

Returning  tO'  his  home  in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  Cap- 
tain Kenyon,  some  time  later,  in  association  with 
his  brother,  became  interested  in  the  woolen  mill 
at  Hillsdale.  For  a time,  in  1880,  he  was  connected 
with  a similar  mill  in  the  town  of  South  Kingstown. 
In  1885,  together  with  his  son,  Charles  L.  Kenyon, 
he  bought  the  Willow  Valley  mill,  and  for  a period 
they  were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  coarse 
carpet  yarns  and  for  a time  also  manufactured 
satinets.  In  this  line  of  manufalture.  Captain 
Kenyon  was  engaged  principally  through  his  active 
business  life.  He  died  July  6,  1898. 

Captain  Kenyon  was  a capable  business  man 
and  one  well  fitted  for  public  stations.  He  was  a 
man  of  high  sense  of  honor,  sincerely  appreciated 
by  his  many  friends  arid  acquaintances,  who  held 
him  in  high  esteem  and  regard.  His  political  af- 
filiations were  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
was  a number  of  times  called  to  public  office  by  his 
fellow  townsmen,  serving  as  a member  of  the  town 
council,  as  assessor,  moderator  of  town  meeting, 
constable,  etc.  He  was  a member  of  Mechanics 
Lodge,  No.  14,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Franklin  Lodge  of 
Masons.  In  connection  with  his  military  record  it 


should  also  be  mentioned  that  he  organized  the 
Eighth  Regiment,  Rhode  Island  State  Militia. 

Captain  Kenyon  was  married,  in  1862,  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Ihomas  Warden,  of  Richmond,  and 
their  children  were : Charles  L.,  born  Sept.  10, 
1863;  and  Estella  F.,  born  Aug.  10,  1865,  married 
John  C.  Sheldon,  of  Idopkinton,  now  a merchant  of 
Hill’s  Grove,  R.  I.,  and  has  one  child,  Elsie  K., 
born  June  26,  1895. 

Charles  L.  Kenyon  was  born  in  Richmond,  R. 
L,  and  enjoyed  excellent  educational  advantages, 
graduating  from  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  into  the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  and  thence 
to  the  New  Hampton  Institute,  New  Hampton,  N. 
H.  In  1885  became  associated  with  his  late  father, 
and  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  as  a 
manufacturer.  After  his  father’s  death  Charles  L. 
Kenyon  continued  as  a manufacturer,  and-  was  for 
a short  time  in  the  grocery  business.  In  October, 
1899,  he  became  associated  with  Charles  H.  Wood- 
bury, in  the  Wyoming  Flock  Company,  at  Barber- 
ville,  and  in  December,  1902,  they  purchased  the 
mill  at  Wyoming,  and  organized  the  Wyoming 
Yarn  Company,  for  the  making  of  woolen  yarns, 
both  properties  now  being  operated.  Their  suc- 
cess has  been  much  more  than  usual  and  these  con- 
cerns are  among  the  most  successful  in  this  section. 

On  September  6,  1885,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Kenyon 
married  Alice  E.  Sheldon,  of  Hopkinton,  daughter 
of  Albert  G.  and  Mary  E.  (Jordan)  Sheldon,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Albert  G.,  born  Oct.  15, 
1887 ; Lulu  E.,  May  4,  1890;  and  Doris  S.,  Dec.  27, 
1903.  Mr.  Kenyon  is  a Republican  and  has  served 
efficiently  as  assessor  and  constable. 

ALFRED  E.  TENNEY,  one  of  the  well-known 
manufacturers  and  a most  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Providence  in  his  day,  belonged  to  an  old  New 
England  family.  The  Tenney  family  originated  in 
England,  and  is  of  Norman  descent.  Ihe  founder 
of  the  family  in  America  came  from  the  town  of 
Rowley,  Yorkshire,  England,  and  settled  in  Row- 
ley,  Mass.,  in  1638. 

Samuel  Tenney,  grandfather  of  Alfred  E.,  was 
born  at  Temple,  N.  H.,  May  16,  1793,  and  he  died 
at  Peppered,  Mass.,  Dec.  7,  1825.  He  was  a finisher 
of  hand-made  woolen  cloth,  and  was  known  as  a 
clothier. 

Earl  Tenney,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  March 
II,  1808,  and  died  April  29,  1839,  Peppered, 
Mass.,  where  he  carried  on  the  business  of  a woolen 
cloth  finisher.  He  married  Mary  P.  Wheeler. 

Alfred  E.  Tenney,  the  only  child  of  Earl  and 
Mary  P.  (Wheeler)  Tenney,  was  born  at  Peppered, 
Mass.,  March  10,  1834.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Townsend,  Mass.,  until  his  sixteenth 
year,  after  which  he  learned  the  machinist’s  trade 
in  Winchester,  Mass.  In  1861  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence, and  was  connected  with  the  Providence  Tool 
Company  in  the  manufacture  of  firearms  and  sew- 
ing machines  for  twenty  years.  He  began  his  busi- 
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ness  career  with  William  Jeffers,  of  Pawtucket,  in 
the  manufacture  of  hand  engines,  and  continued  in 
that  industry  until  the  death  of  i\lr.  Jeffers,  March 
16,  1879.  As  there  was  no  demand  for  hand  en- 
gines, four  years  later  the  firm  became  the  A.  E. 
Tenney  ^Manufacturing  Company,  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  general  and  special  machinery. 
The  concern  was  organized  under  its  present  name 
in  1885,  Mr.  Tenney  continuing  as  manager  of  the 
company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tenney  was  a Republican.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Pilgrim  Congregational 
Church  of  Providence,  and  a deacon  therein,  and 
for  eighteen  years  preceding  his  death  he  taught  the 
Bible  class  in  the  Sabbath-school.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  as  a private  in  the  Providence 
Home  Guards.  Outside  of  business,  Mr.  Tenney’s 
interests  clustered  around  his  home  and  his  church, 
other  affairs — clubs,  politics,  etc. — never  appealing 
to  him.  As  a citizen  he  was  patriotic,  as  a business 
man  straightforward,  honorable  and  successful. 

^Ir.  Tenney  was  married  (first)  to  Marietta 
Jewett,  of  Peppered,  Mass.,  who  died  in  1869,  leav- 
ing children:  Frederick,  of  Providence,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  E.  Harrington,  daughter  of  Henry  Har- 
rington ; and  Aliss  Delia  E.,  also  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Tenney  was  married  (second),  Nov.  23, 
1870,  to  Jane  Frances  Munroe,  of  Providence,  born 
Feb.  8,  1841,  at  the  corner  of  Transit  and  Brook 
streets,  Providence.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Alfred  E.,  Jr.,  of  Galveston,  Texas; 
Anna  G.,  of  Providence;  and  Hattie  Frances,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months.  IMr.  Tenney  died 
July  23,  1902,  at  Falmouth,  jMass.,  where  he  was 
spending  a few  weeks’  vacation  from  business. 

Alfred  E.  Tenney,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  Provi- 
dence, and  is  a marine  engineer,  running  from  Gal- 
veston, Texas.  He  married  (first)  Clara  L.  Lewis, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Lillian  Frances  and 
Rena  Louise.  He  married  (second)  Flora  Head. 

William  Arnold  Munroe,  father  of  Mrs.  A. 
E.  Tenney,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  but  from  the 
age  of  two  years  lived  in  Providence.  For  forty- 
two  years  he  conducted  a grocery  store  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Transit  and  Brook  streets,  and  died  in 
1882.  His  wife  was  Harriet  Newell  Ladd,  daugh- 
ter of  Gen.  Caleb  Ladd,  of  Warwick,  R.  L,  and  she 
died  Aug.  25,  1904,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Munroe  had  these  children : Harriet 
Newell,  deceased;  Jane  Frances,  Mrs.  Tenney; 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy ; Edward 
Payson  and  iMinerva  Grant,  deceased;  and  William 
Arnold. 

ROBERT  E.  NORTH AiM,  one  of  the  well 
known  and  successful  citizens  of  Providence,  died  at 
his  home  on  Young  Orchard  avenue,  July  15,  1902, 
after  a decline  of  health  covering  two  years.  lie 
was  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  T.,  Aug.  24,  1840,  son 
of  Rev.  Robert  E.  and  Katherine  E.  (Burdick) 
Northam. 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Northam  was  an  Episcopal  1'^ 

clergyman,  and  was  located  at  Portsmouth,  where  f i 

he  died  in  1840,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  a few  1 
weeks  after  the  birth  of  his  son  and  namesake.  j|  - 
iMrs.  Katherine  E.  (Burdick)  Northam  was  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Burdick,  of  Newport,  and  a de-  | 
scendant  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  section.  ; 
Two  children  were  born  to  Rev.  and  i\Irs.  North- 
am, as  follows : William  B.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years ; and  Robert  E.  After  the  death 
of  the  husband  and  father,  iMrs.  Northam  made  ; 
her  home  with  her  father,  who  became  likewise  a 
father  to  the  young  children. 

When  Robert  E.  Northam  was  about  eight 
years  of  age,  his  mother  removed  to  Providence, 
which  place  was  her  home  during  the  rest  of  her 
life.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  going  from 
the  old  Grammar  school  on  Fountain  street  to  the 
old  high  school,  where  he  completed  his  education. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  left  school,  and 
entered  the  office  of  the  old  Atlantic  Delaine  Com- 
pany, then  at  the  corner  of  Dyer  and  Westminster 
streets,  as  office  boy.  His  careful  attention  to  his 
duties,  and  his  display  of  marked  ability,  soon 
caused  his  promotion,  and  he  continued  to  advance  | 

until  he  had  attained  a position  of  considerable 
trust,  acquired  the  esteem  of  his  employers  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  business.  The  Atlantic 
Delaine  Company  at  that  time  was  largely  owned  by 
A.  & W.  Sprague,  and  their  goods  were  handled 
almost  entirely  by  the  New  York  commission  house 
of  Hoyt,  Sprague  & Co.  Mr.  Northam  remained 
with  the  company  until  the  Spragues  failed  in  1873. 

The  affairs  of  the  company  were  very  much  in- 
volved, and  Mr.  Northam  was  appointed  trustee 
in  bankruptcy  to  straighten  matters  up.‘  The  final 
settlement  was  not  made  until  nearly  six  years  after- 
ward, the  delay  being  largely  due  to  a pendency 
of  a suit  of  Gen.  Charles  T.  James  against  the 
comipany.  This  suit  was  carried  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  in  order  to  do 
everything  possible  to  carry  out  his  trust,  Mr. 
Northam  engaged  such  council  as  William  M. 
Evarts,  Abram  Paine  and  Mdngate  Hayes. 

After  the  affairs  of  the  Atlantic  Delaine  Com- 
pany were  settled  and  Mr.  Northam  discharged 
from  his  duties  as  trustee,  he  did  not  engage  in 
any  further  business  beyond  attending  to  his  own 
private  affairs,  and  was  sometimes  called  upon  to 
settle  estates  because  of  his  business  ability  and 
integrity.  He  occupied  a prominent  place  as  a 
financier,  and  for  twenty-five  years  was  a director 
in  the  Weybosset  National  Bank,  and  in  the  Mer- 
chants’ Insurance  Company  until  the  latter  con- 
cern was  merged  with  a larger  company.  For  many 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  was  a director  and 
a member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  Equit- 
able Fire  & Marine  Insurance  Company.  In  his 
political  views  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and 
while  he  never  cared  for  public  office,  yet  he  was 
interested  in  the  success  of  his  party.  Air.  North- 
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am  was  not  much  of  a club  man,  preferring  the 
comforts  of  his  own  home  to  those  of  a club,  al- 
though for  many  years  was  connected  with  the 
Squantum  Club.  He  was  a member  of  Grace 
Church,  of  which  for  many  years  he  was  a vestry- 
man, and  for  a time  served  as  librarian  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  was  deeply  interested  in  charitable 
work  in  a very  unostentatious  manner,  for,  al- 
though he  gave  freely,  he  would  never  allow  his 
name  to  be  made  public  as  contributor  to  any  such 
fund,  or  in  regard  to  any  financial  assistance  he 
might  render  to  private  individuals. 

On  Nov.  13,  1867,  at  Grace  Church  in  Provi- 
dence, Mr.  Robert  E.  Northam  and  Aliss  Louisa 
J.  Phetteplace,  of  Providence,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage, the  Rev.  D.  Otis  Kellogg  officiating.  Airs. 
Northam  was  the  daughter  of  James  S.  and  Louisa 
(Appleby)  Phetteplace,  the  former  a manufac- 
turer, banker  and  prominent  citizen,  an  extended 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Air.  Northam  was  a self-made  man  of  high 
Christian  character,  faithful  to  every  relation,  and 
his  memory  is  treasured  by  a wide  circle  of  friends. 

LEVI  BARNEY  DARLING,  deceased,  was, 
during  his  long  and  useful  life,  a well-known  manu- 
facturer of  Providence.  He  was  born  Jan.  8,  1827, 
in  Cumberland,  R.  1.,  and  was  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
New  England. 

(I)  John  and  Dennis  Darling  appeared  at 
Braintree,  Mass.,  approximately  250  years  ago.  To. 
the  latter  is  traced  the  lineage  of  the  eight  sons  of 
the  late  Samuel  Darling,  of  Bellingham,  Alass.,  the 
fourth  of  that  Christian  name  in  direct  line,  whose 
standing  in  his  community  was  such  that  all  differ- 
ences of  neighbors  which  could  not  be  amicably  ad- 
justed between  them  were  referred  to  him  for  ad- 
justment; and  such,  too,  was  his  character,  and 
that  of  his  good  wives,  as  to  rear  his  eight  sons  to 
become  as  a family  distinguished — conspicuous  in 
the  business  life  of  the  community  in  which  they 
nearly  all  settled,  reflecting  credit  and  honor  to 
both  their  native  and  adopted  States.  John  Darling 
was  at  Braintree,  Alass.,  as  early  as  1660.  He  mar- 
fied  in  1664,  Elizabeth  Dowman,  and  Dennis  mar- 
ried in  1662,  Hannah  Francis,  both  tamilies  having 
children. 

(II)  Capt.  John  Darling,  son  of  Dennis  and 
Hannah  (Francis)  Darling,  born  Sept.  2,  1664,  in 
Braintree,  Alass.,  married  there  (first)  Elizabeth 
Thompson.  She  died  in  1687,  and  he  married  (sec- 
ond), in  1690,  Anne,  and  (third)  Elizabeth  Alorse. 
Capt.  Darling  settled  in  Bellingham,  Alass.  He  is 
reputed  to  have  been  a great  business  man  and 
owner  of  considerable  land.  He  is  said  to  have 
headed  the  petition  for  the  setting  off  of  the  town 
of  Bellingham,  which  was  incorporated  in  1719- 
He  died  in  1753-54,  in  Bellingham,  aged  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  children  born  to  the  third  marriage 


were  : Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Ruth,  Hannah,  Alargaret, 
Ebenezer,  Alary,  Alartha,  Abigail  and  Deborah. 

(Ill)  Capt.  Samuel  Darling,  son  of  Ca])t. 
John,  born  Alarch  18,  1693-94,  married  (first)  Dec. 
15’  1716,  Alary  Thompson,  of  Alendon,  Alass.,  and 
their  children  were:  Samuel.  Alichael,  Elizabeth, 
Ruth,  Abigail,  John,  Rachel,  Penelope,  and  Joshua. 
The  father  died  Eeb.  17,  1774. 

(IV')  John  Darling,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Darling,  was  the  next  in  direct  line. 

(V ) John  Darling,  Jr.,  presumably  son  of 
John  and  grandson  of  Capt.  Samuel,  married,  and 
his  wife  Alartha  bore  him  children  as  follows : 
Pamelia,  born  Oct.  5,  1766;  Alartha,  Sept.  14,  1768; 
John,  Aug.  2,  1770;  Lurania,  Jan.  2,  1772;  James, 
Aug.  20,  1773;  Gideon,  Nov.  5,  1777;  Joshua, 
Alarch  5,  1871  ; and  Jacob,  Feb.  14,  1785. 

(VI)  John  Darling,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  and 
Alartha,  born  Aug.  2,  1770,  married  Alary  Weeden, 
of  East  Greenwich,  and  their  eight  children  were : 
Lauretta,  who  married  Lorenzo  Aliller;  John 
\\  eeden  ; George  Washington  ; Alary,  who  married 
a Air.  Harris,  of  Cumberland;  William;  Hannah, 
who  married  (first)  a Air.  Davis,  and  (second)  a 
Air.  Hunt;  Levi  Barney;  and  Susan,  who  married 
John  Austin. 

(VH)  Levi  Barney  Darling,  son  of  John,  born 
Jan.  8,  1827,  married  (first),  in  1850,  Alartha  B., 
daughter  of  Rev.  Edmund  llurt,  then  of  Alaine. 
To  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Alartha  Burt, 
who  married  Thomas  H.  Pope.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Alartha  E.  Colby,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles 
Calvin  Colby,  of  Franconia,  N.  H.,  and  they  had  a 
son,  Charles  Colby.  His  third  wife  was  Alathilda  B. 
Irion,  of  New  York.  The  only  child  of  this  union 
was  Alary  Alice  W'eeden.  Levi  B.  Darling  was  but 
six  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  he  was 
put  out  to  live  with  the  family  of  Dr.  Lamb,  of 
Cumberland  Hill,  for  three  years.  He  then  went  to 
live  with  Oliver  Harris,  where  he  remained  for  six 
years,  or  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  While  with 
Air.  Harris  he  was  given  the  advantage  of  three 
months'  school  for  each  of  the  five  winters.  This 
completed  his  school  training,  though  in  later  years 
he  realized  his  lack  of  education,  and  bent  his 
energies  to  remedy  the  defect.  Coming  to  Provi- 
dence he  apprenticed  himself  to  Emerson  Tower  to 
learn  blacksmithing,  at  the  same  time  putting  him- 
self under  teachers,  and  fitting  for  college,  although 
he  never  entered  as  a student  in  the  regular  course. 
When  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  jewelry  on  Peck’s  Wharf,  and 
in  1850  removed  his  business  to  the  Almy  building, 
where  he  remained  until  1853,  when  he  commenced 
the  refining  of  gold  and  silver  for  his  own  use. 
About  this  time  he  began  taking  in  outside  work, 
and  he  was  the  first  assayer  and  refiner  in  New  Eng- 
land. This  business  he  has  carried  on  for  fifty 
years  in  Providence,  and  while  he  has  been  engaged 
in  other  lines  to  some  extent,  this  has  been  his  prin- 
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cipal  interest.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 
acting-  as  expert  mine  examiner  and  as  a mining 
engineer.  For  about  fifteen  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  stoves  in  Central  Vermont, 
turning  out  1,000  per  year,  and  employing  fifty 
men ; he  had  a capital  of  $50,000  invested  in  the 
enterprise.  He  was  also  interested  for  some  years 
in  the  importation  of  art  work,  principally  steel 
mezzo  tints  from  Germany  and  Paris.  For  eleven 
years  he  was  located  on  Westminster  street.  In 
the  panic  of  1873  he  became  involved,  and  his  whole 
fortune  of  about  $150,000  was  swept  away.  Look- 
ing disaster  in  the  face  and  wholly  undaunted,  he 
went  to  work,  and  again  secured  a competency.  He 
was  at  his  death  carrying  on  his  refining  business  at 
No.  79  Sabin  street.  To  perfect  himself  for  his 
chosen  calling,  in  1857  and  1858  he  took  a special 
course  in  analytical  chemistry  and  metallurgy  in 
Brown  University,  devoting  two  hours  per  day  from 
his  business  to  this  study.  He  was  an  inventor 
and  took  out  a number  of  patents,  the  first  im- 
portant one  being  in  1855 — ^ chemical  patent — and 
the  next  one  in  i860 — a mechanical  invention.  In 
the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  took  out  three 
patents  on  improvements  for  working  ores.  At  one 
time  for  a period  of  five  years,  he  carried  on  a 
wholesale  and  retail  business  in  photographic  goods 
in  Cincinnati.  In  his  refining  business  he  did  busi- 
ness with  all  the  old  manufacturing  men  of  Provi- 
dence, some  two  hundred  of  whom  on  his  list  have 
passed  away.  Mr.  Darling  studied  much  along 
scientific  lines,  his  chief  interest  being  along  the 
line  of  astronomy  and  geology,  and  he  read  papers 
before  both  the  Franklin  and  Providence  Historical 
Societies.  In  1853  he  united  with  the  Evangelical 
Free  Church  of  Providence,  and  for  seven  years 
was  the  superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school.  In 
1878  he  organized  the  New  England  jMining  Bureau 
and  was  always  active  in  and  at  the  head  of  it.  He 
was  a man  of  broad  views,  wide  reading,  and  of 
very  retentive  memory.  He  possessed  a vitality 
and  mental  alertness  unusual  in  a man  of  his  years, 
and  he  played  a very  important  part  in  the  many 
changes  in  his  own  locality.  He  died  Dec.  31,  1906, 
and  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Darling,  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  makes  her 
home  at  Shawomut  Beach,  R.  I.  She  was  much  de- 
voted to  her  husband,  and  did  much  to  help  him  in 
his  undertakings.  She  was  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (i\Iost)  Irion,  the  former  a native  of  France', 
and  the  latter  of  Germany,  a daughter  of  John  Most, 
who  was  a general  in  the  German  army,  and  of 
noble  birth.  IMrs.  Darling  is  a lady  of  talent,  and 
has  written  a number  of  poems,  some  of  which  she 
has  read  in  public.  She  is  a member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Wteran  Historical  Society,  and  for  ten 
years  was  a Sunday-school  teacher  at  Grace  Episco- 
pal Church.  She  is  now  a member  of  All  Saints’ 
Episcopal  Church  of  Providence. 

Mary  Alice  W’eeden  Darling,  the  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Levi  B.  and  Mathilda  B.  (Irion)  Daiding, 


was  born  in  Providence,  where  she  was  educated. 
She  is  a lady  of  natural  ability  and  high  attainments, 
and,  like  her  mother,  is  a poetess  of  ability 
and  has  written  several  poems  of  merit.  She  is  also 
an  accomplished  musician,  and  has  written  several 
dramas  of  recognized  merit.  She  is  much  interested 
in  art,  drama,  music  and  poetry,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Historical  Association. 
She  is  devoted  to  her  mother  and  with  her  attends 
All  Saints’  Episcopal  Church. 

WILBAR.  All  of  the  members  of  the  Wilbar 
family,  however  differently  they  spell  their  names, 
representatives  of  which  may  be  found  in  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union,  are  undoubtedly  all  de- 
scended from  (I)  Samuel  Wilbore  (Wildbore), 
who  came  from  England  about  1630,  and  settled 
near  Boston,  Mass.  He  was  driven  from  the  colony 
by  the  religious  persecution  of  the  Puritans,  and 
with  his  family  accepted  an  invitation  from  Roger 
Williams  and  came  to  Rhode  Island,  purchasing 
land  on  the  Island  of  Aquidneck,  becoming  one  of 
the  prominent  factors  in  the  development  of  that 
island,  upon  which  to  this  day  live  many  of  his  de- 
scendants. 

(II)  Shadrach  Wilbor  (some  descendants  re- 
tained the  final  “e”  in  the  spelling  of  the  name),  son 
of  Samuel,  inherited  from  his  father  at  the  latter’s 
death  in  1656,  his  real  estate  in  Taunton  with  other 
property,  settling  in  that  part  of  Taunton  which 
afterward  became  Raynham,  on  lands  also  of  his 
father,  which  he  eventually  received  by  bequest. 
He  was  a man  of  wealth  and  influence  in  his  time. 
He  held  several  important  trusts,  represented  his 
town  in  the  Provincial  Government,  and  served  as. 
town  clerk  thirty-five  successive  years.  He  died  late 
in  1696  or  early  in  1697.  The  Christian  name  of  his 
wife,  named  in  his  will,  was  Hannah,  and  his  chil- 
dren were:  Mafy,  born  March  18,  1662  (died  when 
in  her  thirteenth  year);  Samuel,  April  i,  1663; 
Rebecca,  Jan.  18,  1665  ; Hannah,  Eeb.  24,  1668  (died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years)  ; Joseph,  July  27,  1670; 
Shadrach,  Dec.  5,  1672;  John,  March  7,  1675; 
Eleazer,  July  i,  1677;  and  Benjamin,  July  23,  1683. 

(HI)  Shadrach  Wilbor  (2),  son  of  Shadracl;, 
born  Dec.  5,  1672,  married  and  settled  in  Raynham, 
Mass.  His  five  sons  were : Shadrach,  Meshach, 
Joseph,  Jacob  and  Abijah. 

(IV)  Meshach  Wilbor,  son  of  Shadrach  (2), 
married  and  settled  in  Raynham,  ]\Iass.,  probably 
on  his  father’s  homestead,  where  he  lived  through 
life.  His  sons  were : IMeshach,  Lemuel,  Simeon, 
Ephraim  and  George.  In  Raynham  Center  ceme- 
tery is  a stone  with  the  following  memorial : “In 
memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Meshach 
Wilbore,  died  Nov.  ye  30th,  A.  D.  1776,  in  ye 
seventieth  year  of  her  age.” 

(Y)  George  Wilbur,  son  of  Meshach,  settled 
in  Titicut  parish,  town  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.  The 
Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Lydia,  and  their 
children,  the  first  two  or  three  of  whom  were  born 
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in  Raynham,  were:  George,  born  in  1757;  Isaac, 
in  1759;  Gideon,  in  1763;  Seabnry,  in  1771;  IJe- 
thana,  in  1771;  Bayrak,  in  1773;  Lovinia,  in  1778; 
and  Nicholas,  in  1781. 

(VI)  George  Wilbar  (2),  son  of  George,  was 
born  in  1757,  in  Raynham,  Mass.,  removed  with 
the  family  to  Bridgewater,  and  in  1786  located  in 
the  town  of  Easton,  Mass,  tie  there  built  wdiat  in 
more  recent  years  was  known  as  the  “Peter  Mc- 
Dermott house.”  He  died  June  ii,  1813,  in  the 
fifty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  His  first  wife,  Mrs: 
Bessy  Wilbar,  died  May  3,  1807,  wdien  forty-nine 
years  old,  and  Mr.  Wilbar  married  (second)  jMary 
Frances,  a wddow,  and  theyHiad  children  as  follows: 
Francis,  mentioned  below;  and  Sanford,  who  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  Bridgewater,  where  he  lived 
to  an  advanced  age,  leaving  several  children  at-  his 
death. 

(VII)  Francis  Wilbar,  son  of  George  (2), 
was  born  Feb.  4,  1809,  in  Easton,  Mass.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  Boston,  Taunton,  Bridgewater  and  other 
places,  finally  locating  in  Newport  in  1852.  After 
settling  in  this  city  he  followed  his  trade  for  some 
time,  and  then  purchased  the  planing  mill  situated 
at  the  corner  of  Spring  and  Sherman  streets,  which 
he  conducted  with  success  for  many  years,  finally 
taking  into  partnership  his  sons.  Several  years 
prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Wilbar  retired  from  active 
business,  and  so  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  19,  1888,  in  Newport.  He  was  a quiet,  un- 
assuming man,  but  held  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  who  knew  him.  A devout  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  he  served  as 
deacon  thereof  for  a number  of  years  prior  to  his 
death.  Deacon  Wilbar  was  known  as  a conscien- 
tious, honest  and  straightforward  man  in  all  of  his 
dealings. 

On  March  22,  1832,  Deacon  Wilbar  was  married 
to  Charlotte  King,  born  Aug.  21,  1812,  daughter  of 
Job  King,  of  Taunton,  Mass. ; she  died  in  Newport, 
April  12,  1902.  There  were  born  to  this  union 
children  as  follows:  (i)  Francis  King,  born  Dec. 
22,  1832,  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  died  in  Newport, 
Oct.  21,  1895.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  in 
his  youth,  and  was  later  associated  with  his  father 
and  brothers  in  the  planing  mill,  continuing  therein 
until  his  death.  He  married,  Oct.  4,  1855,  Sarah 
Nicholai  Wilkey,  of  Newport,  and  had  children: 
Sarah  Emma,  who  married  Henry  G.  Hammett,  of 
Newport,  and  she  died  in  August,  1890,  leaving  two 
sons,  Louis  Wilbar  and  George  Howland;  Mary 
King,  wife  of  J.  Everett  Kline,  a prosperous  agricul- 
turist of  Middletown,  R.  I. ; and  Esther  IMaud,  at 
home.  (2)  Alary  Jane,  born  Feb.  14,  1835,  mar- 
ried, Jan.  15,  1857,  Bradford  Gay,  formerly  of  Can- 
ton, Mass.,  but  now  of  Newport,  who  was  for  many 
years  successfullv  engaged  in  the  painting  business, 
but  is  now  living  retired.  (3)  George  Henry  and 
(4)  Joseph  Brainard  are  both  mentioned  below. 
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(5)  Sarah  Emma  died  aged  two  and  one- half 
years. 

(VIII)  George  Henry  Wilbar,  son  of  Francis, 
was  born  Dec.  ii,  1842,  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  until 
ten  years  old,  when  his  parents  removed  to  New- 
port, in  which  latter  city  he  attended  school  until 
seventeen  years  of  age.  After  leaving  school  his 
time  was  divided  between  working  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Newport  and  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
After  finishing  the  latter  trade  under  his  father’s 
tuition,  he  was  engaged  at  that  occupation  for  sev- 
eral years,  being  employed  by  various  contractors 
and  builders,  among  them  the  late  Benjamin  Eas- 
ton, in  whose  employ  he  continued  for  some  time. 
In  July,  1866,  when  his  father  engaged  in  the 
planing  mill  business,  Mr.  Wilbar  became  employed 
therein,  and  remained  as  an  employe  until  about 
1882,  when,  with  his  brothers,  he  purchased  the 
business  from  his  father,  and  continued  to  conduct 
it  successfully  until  December,  1902.  The  brothers 
then  retired  from  the  business,  leasing  the  mill  to 
Al.  A.  AIcCormick.  Since  retiring  from  this  line 
Air.  Wilbar  has  been  engaged  in  looking  after  his 
other  business  interests. 

In  politics  Air.  Wilbar  is  a stalwart  Republican, 
and  has  served  his  adopted  city  for  a number  of 
years  as  common  councilman  from  the  Third 
ward,  also  being,  for  several  years,  overseer  of  the 
poor.  Socially  Air.  Wilbar  is  a member  of  Excel- 
sior Lodge  No.  49,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Aquidneck 
Encampment,  No.  5,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Esther 
Lodge,  Daughters  of  Rebekah.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum ; 
Powel  Council,  No.  65,  Home  Circle;  Ocean  Lodge, 
No.  7,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  has  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  all  of  these  societies,  having  passed  through 
the  chairs  of  a number  of  them.  He  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  of  the  United  American  Alechanics.  Both  Air. 
Wilbar  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  First  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Newport,  to  which  they  give 
their  liberal  support. 

On  Jan.  21,  1866,  Air.  Wilbar  was  married 
(first)  to  Phebe  A.  Crowell,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Crow'ell,  of  Newport,  where  she  died  Nov.  19,  1894. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows:  Char- 
lotte K.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Francis  G.,  who  mar- 
ried Alinnie  E.  Fox,  of  Newport,  where  they  reside ; 
George  H.,  Jr.,  who  married  Florence  Sheldon,  of 
Worcester,  Alass.,  and  they  resided  in  Newport 
until  his  death,  July  4,  1907,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of 
his  age.  On  Feb.  3,  1898,  Air.  Wilbar  w^as  married 
(second)  to  Amelia  AI.  Fry,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Alaria  (Blake) 
Fry,  of  Newport.  The  only  child  of  Air.  Wilbar’s 
second  marriage.  Alary  Bradford,  born  Sept.  16, 
1901,  in  Newport,  died  there  Feb.  15,  1907,  aged 
five  years  and  five  months.  Air.  Wilbar  is  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Island  Cemetery  Association  of 
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Newport.  lie  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  public 
affairs,  and  is  a man  who  commands  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

(Mil)  Joseph  Bkainard  \Vilb.\r,  son  of  the 
late  Francis  and  Charlotte  (King)  Wilbar,  was 
horn  Dec.  6,  1844,  in  Roxbury,  Hass.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  town  until  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Newport,  and  in  the  latter  city  his  educa- 
tion was  completed  in  the  Coddington  Grammar 
school,  where  he  finished  when  fifteen  years  of  age. 
After  leaving  school  IMr.  W’ilhar  remained  on  his 
father's  farm  for  a time,  engaged  in  work  thereon, 
and  finally  took  up  the  carpenter's  trade  under  his 
father,  in  1866,  when  the  latter  purchased  the 
planing  mill  on  the  corner  of  Spring  and  Sherman 
streets,  \’oung  \\  ilhar  went  to  work  therein,  and  in 
1882  was  one  of  the  brothers  to  purchase  it  from 
the  father.  He  continued  to  he  a partner  until  the 
sale  of  the  planing  mill  in  Decen:her,  1902,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  retired. 

iNlr.  W'ilhar  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  His  fraternal  connec- 
tions are  with  Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  49,  and  Aquid- 
neck  Encampment,  No.  5,  1.  O.  O.  F. ; with  Ocean 
Lodge,  No.  7,  A.  (3.  U.  \V. ; Coronet  Council.  No. 
63.  Royal  Arcanum;  Weenat  Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6, 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Hen,  and  the  Jr.  O.  L.  A. 
H.  i\Ir.  W’ilhar  and  his  family  attencl  the  Lnited 
Congregational  Church. 

On  July  25,  1865,  i\Ir.  W’ilhar  married  Esther 
Ann  Oman,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  (Grinnell) 
Oman,  of  Newport,  and  t\vo  children  have  been 
horn  to  this  union;  John  Henry,  a mason  by  trade, 
who  married  Hartha  Sharpies,  of  Newport,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Ethel  Gay ; and  (fharlotte  King,  who 
is  secretar}-  and  assistant  to  Dr.  H.  W’.  Gillett,  of 
New  York  and  Newport.  Hr.  W’ilhar  and  his 
family  reside  in  a beautiful  modern  home  on  Ay- 
rault  street,  which  he  designed  and  built  in  1903. 

EDWIN  CLARK  SAYLES,  a venerable  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Pascoag,  now  living  re- 
tired after  an  active,  honorable  and  successful 
business  career  covering  many  years,  is  a descend- 
ant in  the  seventh  generation  from  John  Sayles, 
who  came  from  England  in  1645  -‘’Oon  after 

settled  in  Providence.  He  married  iMary,  daughter 
of  Roger  Williams,  and  became  a prominent  man 
in  the  Colony.  As  a more  detailed_^account  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  is  given  on  other  ])ages  of 
this  publication  we  will  here  present  only  in  out- 
line the  line  of  descent  from  John  Sayles  to  Nicho- 
las. the  father  of  Edwin  C.,  the  Roman  numerals 
indicating  the  generations. 

(I)  John  Sayles  married  iMary  W’illiams. 

(II)  John  Sayles  (2).  son  of  John,  married 
Elizabeth  Olney. 

(HI)  Richard  Sayles,  son  of  John  (2),  mar- 
ried Hercy  Phillips. 

(I\’)  Israel  Sales,  son  of  Richard,  married 
Harsa  Whipple. 


(\’)  Ahab  Sayles,  son  of  Israel,  married  Lillis 
Steere. 

(\’I)  Nicholas  Sayles,  son  of  Ahab,  born  Sept. 
18,  1794.  on  the  homestead  farm  in  what  is  now 
Burrillville,  very  near  the  Glocester  town  line,  early 
in  life  went  to  IHwtucket,  where  he  was  in  the  em- 
l)loy  of  his  brother  Clark,  a well-known  master 
builder.  Nicholas  Sayles  after  a few  years  returned 
to  his  native  town  and  settled  at  Pascoag,  where 
he  conducted  a blacksmith  shop  that  stood  on  a 
part  of  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Granite 
IHill.  Later  on  he  engaged  in  shoemaking,  which 
was  his  occupation  until  his  retirement,  when  he 
removed  to  Dayville,  Conn.,  some  of  his  sons  being 
located  at  that  place,  and  there  died  Aug.  16,  1866. 
He  was  buried  at  Pascoag. 

. IMr.  Sayles  married  Asenath  Cook,  born  Nov. 
20,  1795.  and  she  died  Sept.  8,  1865.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (i)  Harris  C.,  born  June  17,  1817, 
was  a well-known  manufacturer  of  woolen  goods 
at  Dayville  and  Hechanicsville,  Conn.,  at  the 
former  place  being  associated  with  his  brother, 
Sabin  L.,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  C.  & S.  L. 
Sayles.  He  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  at 
Providence,  and  there  died  Dec.  21,  1893.  (2) 

Edwin  C.,  was  born  Sept.  23,  1819.  (3)  Helissa 

F.,  born  Nov.  25,  1821,  is  the  widow  of  Warren 
Potter,  and  resides  at  Norwich.  Conn.  (4)  Clovis 
S.,  born  Jan.  20,  1824,  died  Sept.  19,  1889.  W’hen 
a young  man  he  was  a miner  in  the  WYst,  but  later 
returned  to  New  England,  becoming  a boss  farmer 
for  his  brothers  at  Dayville,  Conn.  (5)  Sabin  L., 
born  Eeb.  18,  1827,  was  a woolen  manufacturer  at 
Dayville  and  one  of  the  leading  and  prominent 
men  of  that  place,  being  active  in  public  life  and 
serving  at  one  time  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Jewell, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  One  of  his  daughters 
became  the  wife  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  A.  Rus- 
sell, for  many  years  a member  of  Congress  from 
Connecticut.  (6)  Sarah  L.,  twin  of  Sabin  L.,  is 
the  widow  of  Thomas  D.  Sayles,  who  was  also  a 
woolen  goods  manufacturer,  and  she  resides  at 
Norwich,  Conn.  (7)  Leander,  born  Aug.  22,  1829, 
died  Aug.  17,  1882.  He  went  to  California  at  an 
early  day,  and  made  a fortune,  returning  to  Day- 
ville, Conn.,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent.  (8)  IMarietta,  born  June  i,  1833,  died  Aug. 
II,  1853.  (9)  iMaranda,  born  i\lay  22,  1837,  is 

the  widow  of  Dr.  Samuel  (3.  Griffin,  and  resides 
in  New  York. 

(\’H)  Edwin  C.  Sayles  was  born  Sept.  23, 
1819,  at  Pascoag,  and  received  but  limited  educa- 
tional advantages,  going  to  work  with  his  father 
at  an  early  age  as  a teamster.  Later  he  ]nirchased 
the  team  and  for  thirty  years  was  engaged  in  that 
business,  hauling  freight  from  the  factory  villages 
of  Pascoag  and  Harrisville  to  Providence.  He 
built  up  a large  patronage  in  this  line,  having  at 
one  time  as  many  as  twenty  horses  in  the  work, 
and  continued  the  business  until  the  building  of  the 
Providence  & Springfield  Railroad,  when  he  turned 
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his  attention  to  farming-  and  the  development  of 
real  estate.  He  opened  yigh  street  through  his 
farm  and  sold  nearly  all  the  lots  on  each  side  of  the 
street,  completing  his  present  residence  thereon 
in  1886.  For  a short  period  Mr.  Sayles  was  asso- 
ciated with  Job  A.  Walden  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods  at  Bridgeton,  and  later  IMr.  Sayles 
disposed  of  this  property  to  the  present  owner,  i\lr. 
Prendergast.  He  was  also  for  a time  connected 
with  his  son,  Sabin  L.,  in  the  coal  business  at 
Pascoag,  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  C.  Sayles  & 
Son.  • 

Edwin  C.  Sayles  married  Nancy  Jane  Tenney, 
who  was  born  March  28,  1819,  in  Uxbridge,  Mass., 
and  died  Aug.  29,  1894.  To  them  were  born  these 
children:  (i)  Mary  A.,  born  Dec.  25,  1843,  mar- 
ried Addison  C.  Sayles  and  resides  at  Pascoag. 
She  has  two  children,  IMarion  B.  and  Earl  O.  The 
former  married  Gorham  Pomroy,  and  is  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Gorham..  (2)  Henry  E.,  born 
Dec.  19,  1845,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Sayles  & 
Prendergast,  resides  at  Woonsocket.  He  married 
Helen  Walden,  and  they  have  had  three  children, 
^\’arren  A.  (who  died  young),  Jennie  N.  and 
Helen  Elorence.  (3)  INIaria  J.,  born  Oct.  27,  1847, 
died  Sept.  14,  1848.  (4)  Sabin  L.,  born  May  27, 

1850,  married  iMarion  W.  Manchester.  In  early 
youth  he  began  to  assist  his  father  in  his  business 
operations,  and  for  some  years  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  coal  business  at  Pascoag,  later 
])urchasing  his  father's  interests,  after  which  he 
continued  the  business  alone  as  sole  owner  for 
many  years,  finally  disposing  of  it.  He  always  re- 
sided at  the  homestead  in  Pascoag,  for  some  years 
having  had  the  management  thereof.  (5)  Edwin 
H.,  born  June  25,  1854,  died  July  25,  1855.  (6) 

Lenora  E.,  born  March  19,  1857,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Potter,  postmaster  at  Bridgeton,  and 
bookkeeper  for  the  Hopkins  Machine  works.  They 
have  had  two  children,  Edwin  J.,  a student  at 
Brown  University,  and  Mabel  T.  (7)  Evelyn  A., 
born  Sept.  8,  1862,  married  James  H.  Hunter,  an 
artist,  and  resides  in  Taunton,  IMassachusetts. 

Mr.  Sayles  in  his  political  views  is  a Republi- 
can, but  he  has  never  cared  for  office.  Eor  many 
years,  until  it  went  out  of  existence,  he  was  a direc- 
tor in  the  Pascoag  National  Bank.  He  has  always 
been  a hard-working  man,  beginning  without  capi- 
tal ; in  fact,  he  had  to  borrow  the  money  with 
which  to  buy  the  team  from  his  father.  His  energy, 
aggressiveness  and  business  ability  have,  however, 
won  for  him  a comfortable  competency.  Pie  has 
ever  been  an  honest  and  upright  man,  fair  in  his 
business  dealings,  and  well  merits  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-townsmen. 

COL.  HENRY  P.  WILLIAMS,  who,  during 
his  lifetime,  was  one  of  the  very  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  was  born  at  Man- 
chaug.  Mass.,  April  6,  1842,  and  he  died  IMarch  20, 
1902. 


The  Williams  family  is  an  old  settled  one  in 
Vermont,  and  there  Albegience  Williams,  father  of 
the  late  Col.  Williams,  was  born  and  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  early  learned  the  trade  of  woodworker, 
and  when  he  reached  maturity  he  left  Fairfield,  \T., 
and  went  to  the  neighborhood  of  Sutton,  Mass., 
where  he  became  a master  mechanic.  He  erected 
machinery  in  various  mills,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
all  through  Southbridge,  Sutton,  Blackstone  and 
other  places.  In  1846  he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and 
established  his  family  at  Woonsocket,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  time  and  place 
in  his  line  of  work.  He  erected  a dwelling  on  Wil- 
low street  which  is  still  owned  by  the  family.  He 
died  there  IMarch  28,  1879,  and  was  buried  in  Oak' 
Hill  cemetery.  Mr.  Williams  had  become  one  of 
Woonsocket’s  best  known  citizens.  He  was  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  old  Union  Bank,  and  took  a 
deep  interest  in  its  business  advancement.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
married  Acosta  Hall,  born  at  Sutton,  Mass.  She 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Universalist  Church,  May 
27,  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband,  where  a beautiful 
monument  marks  their  last  resting  place.  There 
were  three  children  born  to  this  marriage,  viz. ; Ab- 
bie,  Charlotte  W.  and  Henry  Pierce.  Of  these. 

The  eldest  daughter,  Abbie,  is  the  widow  of  the 
late  Ezra  1\I.  Stockwell,  of  Woonsocket,  and  she  re- 
sides in  a pleasant  home  on  Willow  street.  She  has 
one  daughter,  Ida,  who  became  the  wife  of  Albert 
E.  Ballou,  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and  they  have  one 
son,  IMaurice  E.,  who  graduated  from  the  Worces- 
ter Academy  in  1907.  Mrs.  Ballou  makes  her 
home  with  her  mother,  IMrs.  Stockwell,  and  both 
are  active  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
Mrs.  Ballou  belongs  also  to  a number  of  social  or- 
ganizations, and  is  a lady  of  culture  and  accomplish- 
ments. 

The  second  daughter  of  Albegience  Williams, 
Charlotte  W.,  married  George  W.  Dyer,  and  re- 
sides on  Hamlet  avenue,  Woonsocket. 

Henry  Pierce  Williams  came  to  Woonsocket 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  four  or  five  years  old, 
and  all  of  his  business  life  tvas  ])assed  there.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  attending  high 
school ; and  he  later  took  a commercial  course  in  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  at  Providence. 
He  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  bookkeepers  and 
penmen  in  the  city,  and  he  held  many  very  respon- 
sible positions. 

When  the  Civil  war  opened,  however,  he  put 
aside  all  thought  of  personal  advancement,  and 
made  preparations  to  enter  the  United  States  serv- 
ice. On  Nov.  19,  1861,  he  was  enrolled  in  Com- 
pany D,  5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery.  He 
was  soon  promoted,  being  made  first  sergeant  in 
October,  1862,  and  in  Eebruary,  1863.  he  was  acting 
second  lieutenant.  He  was  commissioned  as  first  lieu- 
tenant, mustered  in  as  such  and  assigned  to  Com- 
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pany  H,  in  February,  1863.  He  was  granted  a 20- 
days’  leave  of  absence,  Aug.  21,  1863,  and  on  Jan. 
24,  1864,  he  was  on  detached  service  at  Hill’s  Point. 
He  was  assigned  to  and  commanding  Company  B,  in 
September,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  with  his  regiment,  Dec.  22,  1864.  Col.  Will- 
iams was  present  and  participated  in  nearly  every 
battle  in  which  his  regiment  took  part,  these  in- 
cluding Roanoke  Island,  Newbern,  seige  of  Fort 
IMacon,  siege  of  Little  Washington,  the  first  Con- 
federate attack  on  Newbern,  Goldsboro,  and  the 
second  attack  on  Newbern.  He  served  for  more 
than  three  years  in  the  Civil  war,  wearing  the  Union 
blue  with  honor  to  himself  and  with  the  greatest 
credit  to  his  country. 

Upon  his  return  to  a life  of  peace,  Col.  Will- 
iams entered  the  employ  of  C.  C.  Joslin,  plumber, 
and  remained  there  until  he  learned  the  trade,  work- 
ing with  him  for  almost  three  years.  He  later  be- 
came agent  for  the  Earle  & Prew  Express  Company 
which  position  he  held  nearly  twenty  years,  at  the 
end  of  that  time  becoming  manager  for  Andrew  N. 
Jenckes,  who  conducted  a teaming  business.  He 
later  became  identified  with  the  International  Ex- 
press Company,  and  its  successors,  the  United  States 
Express  Company  and  New  England  Despatch,  be- 
ing connected  with  the  latter  when  he  retired  from 
business  a few  years  before  his  death. 

Col.  Williams  was  very  prominent  in  G.  A.  R. 
circles,  being  a charter' member  of  Smith  Post,  No. 
9 ; was  second  commander  of  the  Post,  and  held  the 
office  for  two  terms.-  He  was  always  interested  in 
military  life,  and  was  one  of  the  reorganizers  of  the 
old  Woonsocket  Guards,  and  was  elected  colonel  of 
that  body.  He  was  a valued  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Veteran  Association.  At  all  times  Col. 
Williams  was  a zealous  Republican  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a member  of  the  license  com- 
mittee, being  the  first  chairman  of  the  board,  a posi- 
tion in  which  he  had  served  almost  ten  years.  Pie 
was  a member  of  several  fraternal  societies ; was  a 
charter  member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  28,  I.  O.  O. 
F. ; of  V’ashington  Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor ; and 
for  twenty-eight  years  was  a member  of  Minerva 
Lodge,  Daughters  of  Rebekah. 

On  April  4,  1867,  Col.  Williams  was  married  t-o 
Mrs.  Catherine  E.  (Carey)  Pratt,  widow  of  Rod- 
ney Harper  Pratt,  a resident  of  Boston,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Carey.  Mrs.  Williams  died  Sept.  3, 
1906.  She  had  one  son,  Walter  R.  (Pratt)  Will- 
iams. The  latter  was  reared  and  educated  at  Woon- 
socket, and  learned  the  trade  of  machinist.  He  also 
worked  in  the  express  business  with  his  late  father 
and  siibsecpiently  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Alice  mills,  and  still  later  became  bookkeeper  and 
assistant  paymaster,  a position  he  still  fills.  Like  his 
father,  he  has  always  been  fond  of  military  life,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Sons  of  A^eterans  Camp,  in 
which  he  holds  the  rank  of  captain ; and  he  is  past 
division  commander,  with  rank  of  colonel,  of  the 


Rhode  Island  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans.  He  is  a 
member  of  Blackstone  River  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  5 ; Woonsocket  Council, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters ; and  Woonsocket  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar.  Walter  R.  Williams 
married  JMinnie  Norvel  Brown,  and  they  have  three 
children,  viz. : Ethel  Aldrich,  Charlotte  Hall,  and 
Ruth.  In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a Republican. 

In  closing  this  all  too  brief  record  of  the  life  and 
services  of  one  of  Woonsocket’s  leading  and  es- 
teemed citizens,  we  append  the  full  account  of  his 
funeral  obsecpiies  which  appeared  in  one  of  the 
city’s  prominent  journals  at  the  time; 

“There  was  a very  large  attendance  at  thef 
funeral  of  Col.  Henry  P.  Williams,  at  his  late  home, 
42  Willow  street,  the  many  friends  of  the  deceased 
coming  in  large  numbers  to  pay  their  respects.  Be- 
sides this  were  delegations  from  Smith  Post,  No.  9, 
G.  A.  R. ; Eureka  Lodge,  No.  28,  1.  O.  O.  F. ; Pales- 
tine Encampment,  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; the  Fifth  R.  1. 
Heavy  Artillery  Assn.  ;Smith’s  Womans  Relief  Corps, 
No.  14;  Washington  Lodge,  No.  1269,  Knights  of 
Honor;  Charles  F.  Gordon  Camp,  No.  10,  Sons  of 
Veterans;  Minerva  Lodge,  No.  4,  Daughters  of  Re- 
bekah, and  the  license  commissioners.  There  were 
forty-five  members  of  Smith  Post  who  met  at  G.  A. 
R.  hall  on  Main  street,  and  marched  to  the  house. 
Thirty  members  of  Eureka  Lodge  marched  from 
their  hall  on  Bernon  street  to  the  house,  and  the 
members  of  the  license  commission,  of  which  Col. 
Williams  was  chairman,  attended. 

“Rev.  Charles  J.  White,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the 
Lffiiversalist  Church,  conducted  the  funeral  services, 
and  spoke  of  the  deceased  as  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  city,  and  one  who  was  identified  with  the 
important  interests  of  the  community.  The  im- 
pressiveness of  the  service  was  much  increased  by 
the  singing  of  the  Business  Men’s  quartet.  There 
was  a profusion  of  floral  gifts  from  friends,  relatives, 
societies  and  other  organizations.  Beautiful  set 
pieces  were  sent  by  a number  of  the  organizations 
to  which  Col.  Williams  belonged.  Interment  was 
in  Oak  Hill  cemetery.  The  services  at  the  grave 
were  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Army  and  appropriate 
exercises  were  carried  out.  The  delegation  from 
the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery  was  a rep- 
resentative one.  All  these  organizations  were  striv- 
ing to  show  their  deep  respect  for  a brave  comrade, 
a true  friend  and  honorable  and  upright  citizen.” 

SWAN  (Newport  family).  Since  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  for  now  nearly  two  hundred 
years,  the  Swans  of  Newport  have  been  a con- 
tinuous family  there  and  identified  with  its  growth 
and  progress,  and,  perhaps,  no  man  during  his  time 
was  more  fully  a Newporter  than  one  member  of 
this  family,  the  late  James  C.  Swan,  long  one  of  the 
city’s  leading  and  useful  citizens,  closely  allied  in 
various  ways  to  its  people,  for  fifty  years  connected 
with  its  banking  interests  and  president  of  one  of  its 
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financial  institutions,  a man  of  means  and  popular  in 
his  community,  where  his  memory  will  be  the  more 
cherished  as  the  years  pass. 

The  vital  records  of  Newport  reveal  the  births 
of  two  Swan  children,  twins,  as  occurring  Feb.  23, 
1710-11,  the  name  of  only  one,  Hannah,  being 
given,  who  died  July  12  of  that  same  year.  There 
follows  the  record  of  the  children  of  William  and 
Anna  (Gifford)  Swan,  whose  marriage  occurred 
Jan.  26,  1716,  which  is:  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  19, 
1717;  William,  May  10,  1719;  Richard,  Aug.  i, 
1721;  Henry,  Sept.  17,  1723;  and  Ann,  Oct.  7, 
1727. 

The  children  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Pit- 
man) Swan,  whose  marriage  occurred  Nov.  24, 
1742,  were:  John,  born  Aug.  25,  1743;  Gustavus, 
baptized  June  23,  1745;  Catherine,  baptized  Sept. 
6,  1747;  and  Alexander,  born  Aug.  9,  1749. 

These  early  Swan  families  of  Newport  we  have 
not  connected  with  earlier  settlers  of  the  name  in 
New  England,  but  Judge  Wheeler,  in  his  Stoning- 
ton.  Conn.,  genealogies,  says  the  ancestor  of  the 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  Swans  was  Richard 
Swan,  and  here  follows  the  genealogy  of  the  family 
to  the  Stonington  settler.  We  have  not  found  the 
connection  between  Richard  Swan,  the  New  Eng- 
land immigrant,  and  the  early  family  of  Newport 
cited  in  the  foregoing. 

(I)  Richard  Swan  is  of  record  in  this  country 
first  at  Boston,  where  he  united  with  the  church 
Jan.  6,  1639.  Later  he  removed  to  Rowley,  where 
he  remained  during  his  life,  becoming  a prominent 
citizen  of  that  place,  representing  the  town  in  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  1666,  and  many 
years  after.  He  served  in  King  Philip’s  war,  and 
in  an  expedition  to  Canada.  He  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  dying  in  England  before  he  came  to 
this  country.  He  married  (second)  IMarch  i,  1658, 
Mrs.  Ann  Trumbull.  Mr.  Swan  died  May  14,  1678. 
His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage,  were : 
Richard,  Frances,  Robert,  Jonathan,  Susan,  Sarah 
and  John. 

(II)  Robert  Swan,  born  in  1628,  married  Eliza- 
beth Acie,  both  at  that  time  being  of  Rowley.  Soon 
thereafter  they  moved  to  Andover,  and  as  early  as 
1650  removed  to  that  part  of  Haverhill  which  be- 
came Methuen.  Mr.  Swan  was  a soldier,  and  at 
the  great  Swamp  fight  which  occurred  in  Rhode 
Island  during  King  Philip’s  war.  Mrs.  Swan  died 
in  1689,  and  he  married  (second),  in  1690,  Hannah 
Russ.  He  died  Feb.  ii,  1698.  His  children,  born 
to  the  first  marriage,  were : Elizabeth,  born  Sept. 
30,  1653 ; Sarah,  Aug.  10,  1655 ; Robert,  May  30, 
1657;  Ann,  March  2,  1658;  Richard,  Feb.  24,  1660; 
Timothy,  March  20,  1663;  Dorothy,  Nov.  8,  1666; 
John,  Aug.  I,  1668;  Samuel,  April  ii,  1670;  Sam- 
uel (2),  Oct.  24,  1672;  Joshua,  Sept.  13,  1674; 
Caleb,  June  18,  1676. 

Of  these  children,  John  Swan  married,  in  1699, 
Airs.  Susanna  Wood,  daughter  of  Philip  Eastman, 
and  with  his  family  in  1707,  removed  to  the  town  of 


North  Stonington,  Conn.,  where  the  rest  of  his 
children  were  born. 

Richard  Swan,  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Gif- 
ford) Swan,  of  Newport,  born  Aug.  i,  1721,  mar- 
ried, Aug.  21,  1742,  Rachel  Ann  I’hillips. 

Richard  Swan,  born  Nov.  26,  1775,  in  Newport, 
R.  L,  married,  Oct.  29,  1803,  Elizabeth  Brown,  of 
North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  born  there  April  6,  1778, 
and  their  ten  children,  all  of  Newport  record,  were 
as  follows:  (i)  Alarian,  born  Sept.  14,  1804,  died 
unmarried.  (2)  William  Brown,  born  Dec.  18, 
1805,  was  a tailor  residing  in  Newport,  where  he 
died  Nov.  22,  1880.  At  one  time  he  was  colonel  of 
the  Newport  Artillery  Company.  He  married 
V ianna  Chase,  who  died  Eeb.  20,  1890,  leaving  no 
children.  (3)  Elizabeth  Brown,  born  Nov.  14,  1807, 
married  Job  A.  Peckham,  of  Newport.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children : Anna,  who  married 
Charles  B.  Burrington,  of  Providence,  and  left  one 
son,  Arthur;  Henry  S.,  deceased;  Edward,  de- 
ceased ; Job  A.,  Jr.,  who  married  (first)  Abby  West- 
cott,  and  (second)  Jennie  Barker;  Jane  S.,  de- 
ceased ; Alexander,  residing  in  Newport,  unmar- 
ried ; Alfred,  who  married  Eloise  Davis,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Elizabeth,  residing  in  Newport,  unmar- 
ried ; and  James,  deceased.  (4)  Richard,  born  Eeb. 
22,  1809,  a music  teacher  of  Newport,  died  May  8, 
1880.  He  married  Mary  Cannon,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  James, 
Bessie  and  Richard,  all  deceased.  (5)  James  Center, 
born  Alarch  6,  1811,  is  mentioned  below.  (6')  Ed- 
win Julius,  born  May  27,  1812,  was  a tailor  of  New- 
port, and  died  there  Aug.  22,  1878.  He  married 
Catherine  C.  Lawton,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  and  they 
had  two  sons,  Edward  P.  and  George  L.  (7)  Henry, 
born  June  5,  1814,  died  Oct.  18,  1819.  (8)  Sallie 
Center,  born  Dec.  21,  1815;  is  unmarried.  (9) 
Jane  Wilson,  born  Jan.  21,  1817,  married  William 
B.  Rider,  of  Newport,  and  was  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Henry,  who  died  Sept.  19,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years.  (10)  Caroline  Louise,  born  Eeb.  6,  1819, 
married  Thomas  R.  Taber,  of  New  Bedford,  Alass., 
and  is  now  deceased.  He  was  a ship-pump  and 
block  manufacturer.  The  children  born  to  them 
were:  Isabella  C.,  Richard  Swan  and  James  C.  S. 

James  C.  Swan,  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
(Brown)  Swan,  was  born  Alarch  6,  1811,  in  New- 
port, R.  I.,  where  his  boyhood  was  passed  in  a 
manner  common  to  the  general  run  of  boys. 
After  his  school  days  were  over,  in  time  he  engaged 
in  the  business  of  making  neck  stocks.  He  had  a 
taste  and  talent  for  music,  which  as  the  years  passed 
by,  he  cultivated,  and  soon  made  the  teaching  of 
piano  and  organ  music  and  that  of  a performer  a 
profession.  He  became  a proficient  musician,  and 
not  only  that  but  took  up  the  profession  of  a tuner 
of  those  instruments,  becoming  an  expert  in  that 
line.  He  was  for  a period  organist  at  Trinity,  and 
also  at  the  Unitarian  Church,  the  United  Congre- 
gational Church  and  St.  Alary’s  Church,  Nevvport, 
Rhode  Island. 
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^Ir.  Swan  was  a man  of  a kind,  generous  na- 
ture, having  at  all  times  a pleasant  word  and  greet- 
ing for  all.  He  was  well  informed,  a good  conver- 
sationalist, and  had  the  happy  faculty  of  being  a 
good  entertainer.  Having  always  lived  in  Newport 
and  being  a close  observer  of  events,  he  became 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  history  of  his  native 
place,  and  being  a writer  of  no  mean  ability,  he 
frequently  contributed  to  the  press  reminiscences 
that  were  instructive  and  interesting.  To  him  New- 
port and  her  people — past  and  present — were  most 
dear.  He  loved  to  live  in  the  reveries  of  the  past. 

INIr.  Swan  was  a careful  manager  of  his  business 
affairs  and  he  accumulated  a fortune.  For  nearly 
fifty  years  he  was  closely  identified  with  the  financial 
institutions  of  Newport,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  he  was  also  closely  allied  with  other  business 
enterprises  and  as  well  prominently  and  officially. 
He  was  a man  of  affairs  and  his  opinions  and  ad- 
vice in  financial  and  business  matters  were  weighty 
and  often  sought.  He  was  made  a director  of  the 
New  England  Commercial  Bank  in  1858,  and  so  re- 
mained until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  succeeded  in 
1880  in  the  presidency  of  this  institution  the  late 
George  Bowen,  and  he  was  re-elected  to  that  posi- 
tion each  year  thereafter  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Newport  in  1866,  and  in  1878  he  was 
chosen  a director  in  that  institution.  He  was  made 
one  of  the  investment  committee  of  that  bank  in 
1879,  and  from  1879  served  it  as  vice-presi- 

dent. In  1888  he  succeeded  Richard  Cornell  to  the 
presidency  of  the  institution,  a relation  he  sustained 
to  it  from  that  time  until  his  death.  He  was  elected, 
in  1879,  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Long 
Wharf,  and  from  1886  until  the  time  of  his  death 
he  served  as  president  of  the  board.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Newport  Gas 
Light  Company.  In  his  early  manhood  Mr.  Swan 
was  a member  of  the  Newport  Artillery  Company, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  “Dorr  war,”  in  1842,  and  with 
it  went  to  Providence  on  the  call  of  the  Governor. 
At  this  time  his  brother,  the  late  Col.  William  B. 
Swan,  was  in  command  of  the  com])any. 

INlr.  Swan  made  his  home  with  his  sister,  Ixiiss 
Sallie  C.  Swan,  of  Newport.  His  death  occurred 
Oct.  20,  1898. 

STODDARD.  (I)  John  Stodder  or  Stoddard,' 
the  planter,  and  ancestor  of  the  family  of  that 
name,  of  Hingham  and  vicinity,  had  a grant  of 
land  there  in  1638.  He  was  made  a freeman  in 
1642.  then  referred  to  as  of  Hull.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  wife,  whom  he  probably  married  in 
England,  was  Anna  or  Hannah.  l\Ir.  Stoddard 
died  Dec.  19.  ifiCr.  His  children  were;  John, 
born  in  England;  Hannah,  born  in  England;  Eliz- 
abetb.  born  in  England;  Daniel,  born  in  1633,  in 
England;  and  Samuel,  born  June  14.  1640,  in 
Hingham.  ^Massachusetts. 

(H)  Samuel  Stoddard,  son  of  John,  was  mar- 


ried (first)  Jan.  6,  1666-67,  lio  Elizabeth  Gill, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Otis)  Gill. 
She  was  baptized  in  Hingham  in  June,  1647, 
died  IMay  8,  1693.  Mr.  Stoddard  married  (sec- 
ond) Jan.  12,  1698-99,  IMrs.  IMartha  (Beal)  Chub- 
buck.  widow  of  John  Chubbuck,  and  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Martha  Beal.  She  was  born  Aug. 
7,  1646.  in  Hingham,  IMass.  i\Ir.  Stoddard  died 
Sept.  16,  1731.  He  had  been  made  a freeman  in 
1677,  was  selectman  in  1691,  and  was  known  as 
"Sergeant.”  He  resided  on  IMain  street,  near  the 
corner  of  Elm.  i\Ir.  Stoddard’s  children,  all  born 
in  Hingham,  were;  Elizabeth  and  Tabitha,  twins, 
born  Dec.  i,  1667;  Samuel,  Aug.  ii,  1670;  (Mary, 
Aug.  30,  1672;  Stephen,  Sept.  18,  1674;  Thomas, 
Dec.  19,  1676;  Simon,  Feb.  17,  1678-79;  Rachel, 
IMarcli  9,  1680;  Jeremiah,  Nov.  3,  1683;  Jonathan, 
May  I.  1685-86;  David,  July  9,  1688;  and  David 
(2),  March  19,  1692-93. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Stoddard,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
IMay  I,  1685-86,  married  in  1724  iMary  Dring, 
their  marriage  being  of  Little  Compton  town 
record,  as  were  also  the  births  of  their  children, 
viz.;  Elijah,  born  Sept.  24,  1725  (died  Sept.  17, 
1732);  Hannah  Dring,  born  Alay  15,  1727;  Salis- 
bury, born  June  17,  1730;  IMary,  born  Aug.  31, 
1732  (died  Oct.  4.  1732)  ; Ruth,  born  Oct.  i,  1733; 
David,  born  May  13,  1736  (died  Jan.  23.  1818)  ; 
Mary  Crandall,  born  in  June,  1739;  and  Jonathan, 
born  IMay  4,  1741. 

(I\’)  Salisbury  Stoddard,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  June  17,  1730;  and  married  Sept.  20,  1750, 
Hannah  Dring.  who  was  born  in  1731.  Their  chil- 
dren of  IMiddletown  record  were;  Thomas,  born 
June  13,  1751;  Rachel,  born  Feb.  4,  1754;  Isaac, 
born  March  26,  1757;  Hannah,  born  June  i,  1760; 
Ruth,  born  Nov.  ii.  1765;  Salisbury  (2);  and 
Samuel,  born  April  19,  1769. 

(\')  Salisbury  Stoddard  (2),  son  of  Salisbury, 
was  born  Mav  20,  1767,  and  married  Nov.  20,  1787, 
Huldah  Jacobs,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born 
children  as  follows;  IMartha,  born  Feb.  20,  1789, 
married  a Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Providence;  Thomas 
Dring,  born  Oct.  3,  1792,  is  mentioned  further  on  ; 
Isaac,  born  April  3,  1794,  died  aged  twenty-six 
years,  in  Savannah,  Ga. ; John  H.,  born  March  3, 
1796,  married  a IMiss  Franklin;  Salisbury,  Jr., 
born  Feb.  22,  1798.  died  at  sea  when  aged  twenty- 
two  years ; Hannah,  horn  Feb.  12,  i8or,  married 
John  Potter;  Bela  Allen,  born  Oct.  31,  1804.  niar- 
ried  Phebe  Gibbs,  a widow,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. ; 
Eloise  was  born  Jan.  ir.  1806;  Benjamin,  born 
Jan.  I,  1808,  married  Ann  Stoddard;  Jacob,  born 
July  29,  1811,  married  Abby  Macomber ; and  Allen, 
born  June  23,  1814.  married  IMary  Pierce. 

(\T)  Thomas  Dring  Stoddard,  son  of  Salis- 
bury (2),  was  born  in  Middletown,  R.  I.,  Oct.  3, 
1792.  He  followed  the  sea  all  his  life,  being  mate 
on  various  ocean-going  vessels,  and  died  in  1832 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  where  he  had  left  one  ship  and 
was  awaiting  another,  on  which  he  was  to  have 
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sailed.  Thomas  Dring  Stoddard  was  married 
(first)  to  Rhoda  Head  and  (second)  to  Miss  Han- 
nah Caswell,  daughter  of  William  and  Mercy  (Bu- 
loid)  Caswell,  of  Kingston,  R.  I.  To  this  latter 
union  were  born  children  as  follows : John  C., 
Thomas  D.,  Jr.,  Isaac  Newton,  Mercy  Buloid,  and 
Hannah.  The  last  named  died  in  Newport,  Feb.  3, 
1907,  unmarried. 

(VII)  John  Caswell  Stoddard,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  late  Thomas  Dring  and  Hannah  (Caswell) 
Stoddard,  was  born  June  ii,  1819,  in  Newport, 
where  his  long  and  useful  life  was  spent.  After 
receiving  a rather  meager  schooling,  in  young  man- 
hood he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  learned 
the  painter’s  trade.  After  acquiring  a thorough 
knowledge  thereof  he  returned  to  Newport,  where 
he  followed  that  business  until  his  death,  for  a 
period  at  first  being  in  business  alone,  but  later 
associated  with  others.  For  fifteen  years  and  more 
prior  to  his  death  he  was  the  senior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  J.  C.  Stoddard  & Co.,  painting 
and  decorating  contractors,  dealers  in  paints,  var- 
nishes, supplies,  etc.,  their  place  of  business  being 
located  on  Long  Wharf.  By  industry,  thrift  and 
close  application  to  business  Mr.  Stoddard  be- 
came prosperous,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had 
accumulated  a comfortable  cornpetency. 

Mr.  Stoddard  was  a man  of  high  honor  and  in- 
tegrity, and  early  in  life  won  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-citizens.  As  the  years  passed, 
and  his  successful  management  of  his  own  business 
affairs  became  recognized,  he  was  called  upon  to 
assist  in  looking  after  the  business  of  the  city  in 
various  ways.  He  was  often  chosen  to  public  office, 
filling  positions  of  trust  and  honor  with  the  rare 
good  judgment  and  fidelity  ever  characteristic  of 
the  man.  In  political  faith  he  was  a stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  as  such  was  chosen  to  serve  his  na- 
tive city  for  several  years  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mon council  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen.  He  was 
vie, e-president  of  the  Island  Savings  Bank,  holding 
the  latter  position  until  a short  time  before  his 
death.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  a man  of  kindly  nature 
and  big  heart,  ever  ready  to  do  his  fellow-man  a 
kindness.  He  was  genial  and  companionable  at 
^ all  times,  giving  his  counsel  and  advice  to  all  who 
sought  it.  He  was  quite  a fraternal  man,  being  a 
member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  jM.  ; 
Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  M. ; Washington 
Commandery,  No.  2,  K.  T.,  of  Newport;  he  was 
also  a member  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge  No.  12,  and 
of  Aquidneck  Encampment,  No.  5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Newport.  Although  not  a member,  Mr.  Stoddard 
attended  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  wife  belonged,  and  to  which  they  gave 
their  liberal  support. 

On  Nov.  I,  1845,  Mr.  Stoddard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Margaret  A.  Taylor,  daughter  of 
Charles  Taylor,  of  Newport,  who  was  connected 
with  the  United  States  navy  at  that  time,  and  she 
died  Jan.  30,  1905.  Mr.  Stoddard  breathed  his 


last  July  3,  1890.  i\Ir.  and  Airs.  Stoddard  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children : Elizabeth 
T.,  who  resides  in  Newport,  unijiarried ; Sarah  A., 
widow  of  the  late  George  S.  Hazard,  of  Newport, 
an  extended  review  of  whose  family  wall  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  John  H.,  who  is  a resident 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  brokerage  business 
(he  married  Lucy  Wheeler,  of  Brooklyn,  who  died 
leaving  one  son,  Caswell  Wheeler  Stoddard)  ; De- 
borah, who  also  resides  in  Newport,  unmarried; 
and  Hannah,  the  wife  of  William  S.  Hazard,  of 
Newport,  whose  family  record  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  Jhis  publication. 

John  C.  Stoddard  loved  the  city  of  his  birth, 
and  its  interests  and  the  welfare  of  its  people 
seemed  his  own ; and  so  long  as  health  and 
strength  were  with  him  he  labored  for  and  did 
much  to  advance  the  city’s  interests.  While  not  a 
man  who  sought  political  preferment  he  at  various 
times  accepted  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility 
tendered  him  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  invariably 
discharged  their  duties  with  fidelity  and  capability. 
He  was  charitable  and  kind-hearted,  and  none  were 
ever  turned  from  his  door  without  the  feeling  that 
in  him  they  had  a friend  who  sympathized  with 
them,  although  he  was  the  kind  that  kept  his  left 
hand  from  knowing  what  his  right  hand  was  doing. 
In  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  Newport  lost  one  of 
its  most  estimable  citizens,  one  who  had  endeared 
himself  to  many  friends. 

(VII)  Thomas  Dring  Stoddard,  Jr.,  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Thomas  Dring  and  Hannah  (Caswell) 
Stoddard,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1822,  in  Newport, 
where  he  died  July  12,  1896.  He  w^as  a boat  builder 
by  occupation,  and  was  successfully  engaged  in 
that  business  for  many  years,  being  located  on  Long 
Wharf,  where  he  had  an  extensive  establishment, 
in  which  many  of  the  old-time  whaling  vessels  were 
built.  He  and  his  family  were  lifelong  members 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport,  and  he 
was  a religious  man,  taking  an  active  part  in 
church  work.  In  political  faith  he  was  a stanch 
Republican,  and  served  his  native  city  as  a member 
of  the  common  council  and  of  the  board  of  alder- 
ment.  Air.  Stoddard  was  a careful,  conservative 
business  man,  and  bore  the  esteem  of  the  entire 
community. 

Air.  Stoddard  was  married  Sept.  21,  1848,  to 
Deborah  Potter,  who  passed  away  Alarch  19,  1856, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Charlotte  Cox, 
whose  death  occurred  in  Newport,  July  ii,  1892. 
To  the  first  union  were  horn  children  as  follows : 
(i)  Thomas  Jefferson,  died  Sept.  29,  1903,  in 
NYwport.  He  had  followed  the  trade  of  boat- 
builder  with  his  father  for  a number  of  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  in  which  he 
continued  for  about  four  years.  He  married  Lillie 
D.  Somes,  of  Boston,  and  one  daughter  was  born 
to  this  union,  Alillie  L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin B.  Coggeshall,  of  Newport;  they  have  two 
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children,  Ivan  Stoddard  and  Chester  Peabody 
Coggeshall.  (2)  i\Iary  Louisa,  who  remained  at 
home  and  cared  for  her  parents  in  their  old  age, 
lives  in  Newport,  unmarried.  (3)  William  died 
unmarried. 

To  the  second  marriage  of  Thomas  D.  Stod- 
dard were  born  two  children;  (1)  John  H.  Cox 
died  in  infancy.  (2)  George  Saunders,  born  July 
10,  1866,  is  a contractor  and  builder  of  Newport. 
He  married  iNIary  Rogers  Clarke,  of  Newport,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Charlotte  Rogers  Stoddard. 

(\TI)  Isaac  Newtox  Stoddard,  the  third 
child  of  Thomas  Bring  and  Hannah  (Caswell) 
Stoddard,  was  born  April  7,  1824,  in  Newport,  and 
in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and 
later  that  of  wood  turner,  under  Robert  Knight,  of 
South  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  was  engaged  in  the  mak- 
ing of  spools  and  bobbins  for  thirty  years,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Blackstone  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  having  charge  of  the  spool  and  bob- 
bin department  of  that  firm  for  about  five  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  engaged  with  the  Spool 
& Bobbin  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Fall  River, 
i\Iass.,  for  about  a year  and  a half.  In  1880  Mr. 
Stoddard  returned  to  Newport  and  opened  a cab- 
inet-makers' and  builders’  turning  establishment, 
which  he  conducted  for  about  one  and  a half  years, 
after  which  time  until  his  death  he  was  engaged  in 
manufacturing  dental  supplies. 

]Mr.  Stoddard  was  a member  of  Hamilton 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  South  Scituate,  and  of 
the  iMasonic  iMutual  Relief  Association,  of  Spring- 
field,  ]\lass.  Although  not  a member,  he  was 
identified  with  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Newport,  which  his  wife  also  attended. 
On  Feb.  28,  1849,  Mr.  Stoddard  was  married 
(first)  to  Sarah  W.,  daughter  of  Robert  Knight, 
of  South  Scituate,  and  she  passed  away  in  Newport, 
July  20,  1895.  By  this  union  there  were  children 
as  follows:  Robert  Knight,  born  Sept.  17,  1850, 
is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  Newport;  William 
Caswell  was  born  March  20,  1858,  in  South  Scit- 
uate. On  July  22,  1897,  Isaac  N.  Stoddard  mar- 
ried (second)  Helen  Hall  Wright,  who  survives 
him.  i\Ir.  Stoddard  died  in  Newport,  Nov.  19, 
1905. 

(VIII)  WiLLi.VM  Caswell  Stoddard,  D.  D.  S., 
son  of  the  late  Isaac  N.  and  Sarah  W.  (Knight) 
Stoddard,  was  born  March  20,  1858,  in  South 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  began  his  early  educational 
training  in  his  native  town,  going  to  the  district 
school  then  taught  by  Dexter  B.  Potter,  now  of 
Providence.  After  leaving  the  district  schools  of 
South  Scituate  he  attended  school  in  North  Smith- 
field  and  Waterford,  iMass.,  later  returning  to  North 
Smithfield,  where  he  went  to  a school  taught  by  Frank 
Thayer.  From  there  he  went  to  the  Dean  Acad- 
emy, at  Franklin,  iMass.,  in  1871-72,  and  then  took 
the  regular  course  of  study  at  Bryant  & Stratton’s 
Business  College,  Providence.  Having  graduated 
from  the  business  college,  Mr.  Stoddard  became 


bookkeeper  for  Wilbur  & Tingley,  flour  merchants, 
of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in  whose  employ  he  remained 
until  1876.  Being  of  an  ambitious  nature,  and 
having  determined  upon  the  profession  of  dentistry 
for  his  lifework,  on  April  16,  1877,  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Stevens,  of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
in  whose  office  he  was  a student  for  eighteen 
months.  He  next  became  a student  and  assistant 
in  the  office  of  J.  C.  Walton,  of  Providence,  remain- 
ing with  the  latter  doctor  for  six  months.  Having 
acquired  a practical  knowledge  of  the  profession. 
Dr.  Stoddard  on  May  i,  1879,  opened  an  office  in 
Newport,  at  the  corner  of  Thames  and  Touro 
streets,  later  removing  to  Washington  Square,  and 
in  1906  to  his  present  quarters,  on  Division  street. 
During  the  years  1883,  1884  and  1885,  although 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession, the  Doctor  attended  the  Boston  Dental 
College  (now  Tufts),  from  which  he  graduated 
April  1st  of  the  latter  vear,  with  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  Stoddard  is  well  known  in  the  fraternities, 
being  a member  of  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F. 

& A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  junior  deacon  and  musical 
director;  of  Newport  Chapter  No.  2,  R.  A.  AT;  De. 
Blois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; Washington 
Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  of  Newport;  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  Palestine  Temple,  Order  of 
the  Alystic  Shrine,  of  Providence.  He  is  a direc- 
tor of  the  Newport  Co-operative  Association  for 
Savings  and  Building,  and  a member  of  the  New- 
port Natural  History  Society,  of  which  he  is 
curator.  The  Doctor  is  connected  with  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren also  belong,  and  to  which  he  gives  his  liberal 
support.  He  is  the  kind  of  man  whose  active  mind 
is  not  satisfied  with  present  conditions  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  is  constantly  studying,  keeping  him- 
self well  in  touch  with  the  discoveries  and  theories 
of  the  day,  and  has  shown  himself  a careful,  skill- 
ful practitioner,  deserving  of  the  confidence  of  the 
people  among  whom  he  is  enjoying  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  He  and  his  family  are  much 
esteemed  in  Newport,  where  so  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  old  family  have  made  their  homes. 

On’ April  30,  1885,  Dr.  William  Caswell  Stod- 
dard and  Aliss  Ida  Burnside  Winsor  were  united  ' 
in  marriage.  She  was  born  in  Greenville,  R.  L, 
daughter  of  William  W.  Winsor,  of  South  Scitu- 
ate. Two  children  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Airs. 
Stoddard,  namely : Jennie  Winsor  and  Helen  Lin- 
coln Stoddard. 

Dr.  Stoddard  is  a direct  descendant  in  the 
eleventh  generation  from  John  Alden  and  Priscilla 
Alullens,  tracing  his  line  back  through  Isaac  N. 
Stoddard  and  Sarah  W.  Knight  (X)  ; Thomas  D. 
Stoddard  and  Hannah  Caswell  (IX)  ; Salisbury 
Stoddard  and  Huldah  Jacobs  (VIII)  ; Salisbury 
Stoddard  and  Hannah  Bring  (VII)  ; Jonathan 
Stoddard  and  Alary  Bring  (VI)  ; Thomas  Bring 
and  Sarah  Searle  (V)  ; Nathaniel  Searle  and 
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Sarah  Rogers  (IV):  John  Rogers  and  Elizabeth 
Pabodie  (HI);  William  Pabodie  and  Elizabeth 
Alden  (II)  ; to  John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Alnllens 
(I)  of  the  “iMayflower,”  whose  courtship  Long- 
fellow made  famous  by  his  poem. 

(\II)  Mercy  Ruloid  (Stoddard)  Rowaxd, 
the  fourth  of  the  children  born  to  the  late  Thomas 
Bring  and  Hannah  (Caswell)  Stoddard,  was  born 
in  Newport,  R.  I.  She  was  married  (first)  in 
1847  in  that  city  to  George  Saunders,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  was  extensively  engaged  in  business 
in  Providence  as  an  oyster  planter  and  grower, 
owning  large  oyster  beds  in  Narragansett  .bav. 
He  died  in  Providence  in  1864.  No  children  were 
born  to  this  union.  In  1872  Mrs.  Saunders  was 
married  (second)  to  Thomas  R.  Rowand.  of  Pom- 
fret,  Conn.,  who  was  a painter  by  trade,  and  for 
several  years  ])rior  to  his  death  a member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  J.  C.  Stoddard  & Co.  Mr. 
Rowand’s  death  occurred  Aug.  10,  1902,  in  New- 
port. He  was  of  a very  retiring,  unassuming  na- 
ture, and  was  very  domestic  in  his  habits.  He 
attended  the  Eirst  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Rowand  is  a member. 

H.WW  .ARD-LEON.ARD  (Providence  familv). 
Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  there  came  to  Provi- 
dence the  family  of  P)enjamin  and  Philibert  (Leon- 
ard) Hayward,  and  not  many  years  thereafter  the 
husband  and  father  died,  leaving  to  his  widow  the 
care  of  five  children.  One  of  these  children  was  the 
late  George  W.  Hayward,  long  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Providence,  who  for  a decade  and 
a half  was  a member  of  the  extensive  baking  estab- 
lishment of  Rice,  Hayward  & Co.,  having  been  its 
founder,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  a member 
of  the  common  council.  Two  of  the  sons  of  i\Ir. 
Hayward  have  perpetuated  the  name  here  in  Provi- 
dence. namely : Joseph  P).  Hayward,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Pawtuxet  who  at  one  time  was  postmaster 
of  that  place,  and  George  \V.  Hayward. 

r>enjamin  Hayward  and  Philibert  (Leonard) 
were  married  in  1807,  she  being  of  Middleboro. 
IMass.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Zedock  and  Deborah 
(Keith)  Leonard,  whose  marriage  is  of  record  in 
Pridgewater,  Mass.,  as  occurring  in  176=;,  and  who 
were  both  of  patriotic  stock,  their  fathers  being 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  For  many  vears  prior 
to  his  removal  to  Providence  Mr.  Penjamin  Hay- 
ward had  been  engaeed  in  the  furnace  business  at 
Rridsfewater,  Massachusetts. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Havwards  of  P)rid2;ewater 
was  Thomas  Havward  of  Avlesford.  England,  who. 
with  his  wife  Susanna  and  five  chiUlren,  came  to 
New  England  in  March.  164.1.  settling  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  was  a proprietor,  1644-36.  Re- 
moving to  Duxburv,  he  was  a pronrietor  and  pur- 
chaser there  Nov.  1648,  and  a freeman  in  1646. 
He  then  went  to  P)ridgewater,  Mass.,  of  which 
nhice  he  was  among  the  earliest  and  oldest  settlers. 
He  died  in  t68t,  and  his  wife  died  prior  to  the  mak- 


ing of  his  will  in  1678.  Their  children  were: 
I homas,  Nathaniel,  John,  Joseiih,  Elisha,  Marv  and 
iMartha. 

1 he  Raynham  Leonards  from  which  the  Leon- 
ards referred  to  in  the  foregoing  trace  their  descent 
were  James  and  iMargaret  Leonard,  who  settled  in 
launton,  iMass.,  in  1652.  James  was  the  son  of 
1 homas  Leonard  of  Pontypool,  Wales,  who  claimed 
descent  from  Leonard  Lord  Dacre,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  families  of  the  nobility  of  the  United 
Kingdom : and  descended  in  two  lines  from  Edward 
HI,  through  two  of  his  sons,  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
of  Lancaster,  and  Thomas  Plantaganet,  Duke 
of  (iloucester  (see  History  of  Gloucester,  Mass. 
(1859).  George  Faber  (Tlark).  These  Taunton- 
Raynham  Leonards  were  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion identified  with  the  iron  industry  there,  the  early 
family  being  credited  with  having  built  the  first 
iron  forge  in  America. 

The  late  George  W.  Hayward  of  Providence, 
son  of  P)enjamin  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  Provi- 
dence. R.  I.,  was  born  Nov.  23,  1812.  in  Middle- 
boro, i\lass.  His  father’s  death  left  the  mother  with 
five  children,  and  with  but  little  for  their  support. 
These  conditions  left  young  George  to  early  care 
for  himself — to  be  self-reliant — and  with  only 
limited  educational  advantages : these,  however,  he 
improved.  I’ntil  fifteen  years  of  age  his  boyhood 
was  passed  at  work  in  the  factories  of  his  locality, 
saving  a few  months  each  year  which  were  given  to 
his  books  in  the  neighborhood  schools.  When  fifteen 
years  of  age.  or  thereabouts,  the  youth  began  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  baker's  trade  with  Deacon 
M'ardwell,  of  Providence,  furthered  it  with  Mr.  Ar- 
nold Russell,  of  the  same  place,  and  finally  com- 
pleted the  trade  at  iMedfield,  Mass.,  with  iMr.  P. 
Balch,  and  there  passed  a three-months'  term  at 
school.  Later  on,  having  completed  his  trade  and 
worked  as  a journeyman  for  several  years  young 
Hayward  spent  some  three  years  as  a clerk  in  the 
hardware  and  lumber  establisbment  of  Joseph  Bur- 
rows & Son.  at  Providence. 

While  at  Medfield  iMr.  Hayward  had  become 
ac(|uainted  with  the  late  Mr.  h'itz  James  Rice,  of 
Providence,  who  at  the  time  was  also  an  ap])rentice 
at  the  same  trade  with  him  and  under  the  same  man 
— Mr.  Balch.  In  1849  tkese  two  former  iMedfield 
apprentices  associated  themselves  together  at  Provi- 
dence in  the  baking  business,  and  their  conduct  of 
the  business  continued  through  a period  of  some 
fourteen  years,  during  which  time  by  their  good 
management,  honest  effort  and  industry  they  built 
up  a large  and  lucrative  trade.  At  the  time  of  the 
retirement  of  George  W.  from  the  business  in  1864. 
their  establishment  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
complete  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

From  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  active 
business  in  1863  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr. 
Havward  gave  his  attention  to  the  management 
of  his  own  property.  He  figured  some  little  in 
the  public  aft'airs  of  the  city : was  elected  a member 
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of  the  common  council  in  1863.  and  continued  a 
member  of  that  body,  rendering  efficient  service  for 
four  years.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  board 
of  directors,  at  the  organization  of  the  Citizens’ 
Savings  Bank  of  Providence,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  such.  In  1859  he  united  with  St.  John’s 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  IMasons  and  continued 
membership  witli  it  throughout  life.  He  was  also 
a member  of  Calvary  Commandery,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, from  i860  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  held 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community  at  large. 
His  religious  connection  was  with  the  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Providence,  he  having  united  with 
that  body  in  1858. 

On  Nov.  9.  1840,  iMr.  Hayward  was  married  to 
Julia  A.  G.  Burrows,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
Joseph  Burrows,  a well-known  ainl  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Providence,  and  to  the  union  came  chil- 
dren as  follows : }^Iaria  Burrows,  who  died  Aug. 
6,  1842,  in  Providence:  Annie  Leonard,  who  died 
i\  larch  3,  1857.  akso  in  Providence  : Joseph  Burrows, 
who  married  (first)  Phebe  H.  Ralph,  of 
Pawtuxet.  and  (second)  Clara  E.  Brown;  and 
George  i\Ir.  George  W.  Hayward,  the  father, 
died  at  his  home  in  Providence.  Dec.  t8,  1888. 

Joseph  B.  H.ww.xro  was  born  on  Spring  street. 
Providence,  Hay  24,  1845,  son  of  George  \\\  and 
Julia  A.  G.  (Burrows)  Hayward.  He  attended 
the  Summer  Street  school.  Providence,  and  the 
private  schools  of  James  Stone,  of  Foxboro,  iMass., 
Herrick  Lyon  and  Sam  Austin,  the  latter’s  place 
being  in  the  octagonal  building  in  the  rear  of  what 
is  now  the  Boston  Store.  He  left  school  when  six- 
teen years  of  age.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  loth  Regiment.  R.  I.  V.,  Cajit.  H.  B.  Cady,  and 
served  for  three  months.  After  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service,  he  liecame  money  deliverer 
for  the  Adams  Express  Company,  handling  from 
$100,000  to  $250,000  per  day.  He  continued  in  that 
position  for  five  years,  and  during  all  of  that  time 
not  a single  dollar  went  wrong  or  was  misdelivered. 
He  then  went  to  work  as  foreman  for  S.  W.  Baker, 
blanket  manufacturer,  and  continued  with  him  for 
three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  service  Hr. 
Hayward  became  proprietor  of  the  Old  Washing- 
ton Stable  which  was  then  located  where  the  Bani- 
gan  Building  now  is.  After  about  six  months  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  in  this  business,  and  became  a 
traveling  salesman,  which  occupation  he-  followed 
most  successfully  for  sixteen  years  and  became  one 
of  the  well  known  and  popular  salesman  through 
the  territory  in  which  he  traveled.  He  left  the  road 
in  1903.  and  is  now  living  in  retirement.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Pawtuxet  bv  President 
Cleveland  in  1885.  and  held  the  office  for  four  vears. 
Hr.  Hayward  is  and  has  been  independent  in  poli- 
tics. The  only  orders,  fraternal  or  otherwise,  to 
which  he  belongs  arc  the  Travelers  Protective  As- 
sociation of  .America  and  Prescott  Post,  No.  t. 
f-.  \.  R..  of  Provi'lence.  He  is  a member  of  the 
E])iscopal  Church  of  Pawtuxet. 


As  noted  above  Hr.  Hayward  was  married 
(first)  to  Phebe  H.  Ralph,  of  Pawtuxet,  and 
the  children  born  to  this  union  were : Louis  Rhodes, 
born  in  1872,  traveling  salesman  and  living  at  home; 
and  Emma  Leonard,  born  in  1873,  married  to  Dr. 
Harry  H’.  Kimball,  of  Providence.  Hr.  Hayward’s 
second  wife  was  Clara  E.  Brown,  daughter  of 
Frederick  E.  Brown,  of  Brown  & Earle,  whom  he 
married  in  1897. 

NATHAN  B.  HORTON.  The  Horton  family, 
while  not  an  old  one  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
has  furnished  to  the  city  of  Providence  two  of  her 
best  known  men  in  their  line  in  the  persons  of  the 
late  Nathan  B.  Horton,  who  established  the  busi- 
ness out  of  which  has  grown  the  firm  of  Horton  & 
Hemenway,  one  of  the  best  known  firms  of  con- 
tractors and  builders  in  New  England,  and  of 
which  his  son,  Fred  B.,  is  the  senior  member. 

The  published  lineage  of  members  of  the  jMass- 
achusetts  family  sets  forth  that  John  Horton  with 
two  brothers  came  from  Englancl  to  New  England 
as  early  as  1640,  John  settling  in  Rehoboth,  Hass., 
where  he  married  Hehetable  Gamzey,  and  had 
eight  children.  The  descendants  of  John  Horton 
are,  and  have  been,  very  numerous  in  Rehoboth 
and  surrounding  towns.  The  lineage  of  the  late 
Nathan  B.  Horton,  of  Providence,  is  through  Solo- 
mon Horton,  supposedly  a grandson  of  John  of 
Rehoboth.  Solomon  Horton,  of  Rehoboth,  mar- 
ried Hary  , and  their  children  of  record 

there  are:  Charles,  born  Harch  18,  1739;  Con- 
stant, Oct.  29,  1740;  Solomon,  Jan.  15,  1742;  Mary, 
Aug.  10.  1745;  Abiel,  Oct.  14,  1747;  Daniel,  Jan. 
30  (or  20).  1749:  and  Aaron,  Alarch  21,  1752. 

Daniel  Horton,  son  of  Solomon,  was  born  Jan. 
20  (or  30).  1749.  and  resided  in  Rehoboth,  a farmer 
by  occupation.  In  1779,  he  married  Mary  Goff. 
Their  children,  all  born  in  Rehoboth,  were:  Nancy, 
born  Oct.  15.  1780,  resided  at  Rehoboth  where  she 
died  in  middle  age  unmarried : Sylvanus,  born 
.Sept.  20.  1782.  married  Hannah  Slade,  and  resided 
at  Rehoboth;  .Simeon,  Ixirn  Sept.  27,  1784,  married 
Malvina  M.  Wheeler,  and  died  in  Rehoboth.  a 
farmer:  Rachel,  born  Jan.  18,  1787,  married  John 
Slade,  and  died  in  Somerset,  Alass. ; P0II39  born 
Aug.  6,  1789,  married  Isaiah  Simmons,  and  died  in 
Bristol,  R.  I.:  Lettie,  born  Dec.  22,  1791,  married 
George  Case,  and  resided  at  Rehoboth  ; and  Royal, 
born  Nov.  18.  1795. 

Ro\’al  Horton,  father  of  the  late  Nathan  B. 
Horton,  was  born  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  Nov.  18, 
1795.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a few  years’  residence 
on  Bristol  Neck,  he  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  town 
where  he  was  born,  and  there  he  died  in  earlv  man- 
hood. He  married  Eunice  Lee,  who  survived  him, 
and  later  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Childs, 
who  survived  her.  By  her  second  marriage  she 
had  one  son.  Benjamin  Childs,  Jr.,  who  married 
Emma  .Arnold,  and  died  in  Providence.  The  chil- 
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dren  of  Royal  and  Eunice  (Lee)  Horton  were: 
(i)  Daniel,  married  (first)  Harriet  Amanda  Tan- 
ner, and  (second)  Mrs.  Cornelia  Rich.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  one  daughter,  Isabell,  who 
married  Moses  W.  Horton,  of  Providence.  Daniel 
Horton  in  early  life  was  a carpenter,  later  engag- 
ing in  the  real  estate  business  in  Providence,  where 
his  death  occurred.  (2)  Stephen  was  a resident  of 
Rehoboth,  but  died  at  the  home  of  his  brother, 
Nathan  B.,  in  Providence.  (3)  Nathan  B.  was 
next  in  order  of  birth.  (4)  Nancy  Maria  married 
(first)  John  W.  Cole,  and  (second)  Stephen  Gar- 
land, and  resided  in  Providence,  where  she  died 
in  1904.  By  her  first  marriage,  she  had  a son, 
John  W.,  who  is  a resident  of  Providence.  (5) 
Royal,  a retired  jeweler,  married  Helen  iM.  Brown, 
and  resides  at  Barrington,  R.  I.  He  has  one  living 
daughter,  Martha,  now  Airs.  Charles  F.  Boyden ; 
another  daughter,  Jennie,  married  Fred  Smith  and 
is  deceased. 

Nathan  B.  Horton  was  born  Alarch  8,  1828,  in 
Rehoboth,  Alass.,  and  he  received  his  education  in 
the  district  school,  which  he  attended  a few  months 
each  winter,  the  summer  seasons  being  spent  in 
hard  labor,  as  was  the  custom  with  boys  at  that 
time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  left  home  to  make 
his  place  in  the  world,  coming  to  Providence, 
where  for  a short  time  he  drove  a milk  wagon. 
Desiring  to  learn  a trade,  he  apprenticed  himself 
to  Brown  & Horton  (the  latter  being  his  cousin, 
Daniel  Horton),  well  known  masons  and  contrac- 
tors at  Providence,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  a full-fledged  mason,  and  as  such  worked 
several  years  for  the  men  of  whom  he  learned  the 
trade.  He  was  careful  and  economical  with  his 
savings,  so  that  when  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years  he  had  sufficient  capital  to  go  into 
business  for  himself,  soon  after  taking  a partner, 
the  late  Amos  Lee,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
a short  term  of  years.  Ill  health  obliged  him  to 
dissolve  the  partnership,  and  for  one  year  he  re- 
linquished business  cares.  To  improve  his  health 
he  engaged  in  the  stable  business,  occupying  the 
establishment  at  the  corner  of  Union  and  Wor- 
cester streets,  associating  himself  with  Ray  Green. 
One  year  elapsed,  and  this  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, Air.  Green  continuing  the  Union  street 
business  and  Air.  Horton  starting  a stable  on 
Walker  street.  Here  he  was  engaged  for  several 
years  until  after  the  Civil  war,  when  he  decided  to 
return  to  his  trade.  After  a brief  period  he  became 
associated  with  Joshua  O.  Brown,  and  this  co- 
partnership lastecl  only  a year,  and  then  Air.  Hor- 
ton engaged  in  business  on  bis  own  account.  For 
twelve  years  he  continued  in  the  contracting  and 
building  vocation  single  handed,  finally  taking  his 
son,  Fred  B.,  into  partnership,  under  the  firm  name 
of  N.  B.  Horton  & Son.  On  Jan.  i,  1896,  Air.  H. 
L.  Hemenway  was  taken  into  the  concern,  and 
from  that  time  the  firm  has  been  known  as  Horton 
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& Hemenway,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  concerns 
of  its  kind  in  New  England. 

During  his  long  term  of  business  activity  Na- 
than B.  Horton  was  closely  identified  with  the 
architectural  growth  of  Providence  and  was  always 
the  friend  of  advancement.  Alany  of  the  largest 
and  most  2:)rominent  buildings  were  erected  bv  him, 
including  the  new  railroad  station,  both  of  the 
Alasonic  temi^les,  both  of  the  Dorrance  buildings, 
tbe  building  occuj:)ied  by  Hall  & Lyon  on  West- 
minster street,  the  Studley  building,  Eddy  & Rose 
building,  Wilcox  building,  Conrad  building.  School 
of  Design,  State  Normal  school,  Pembroke  hall, 
hirst  Universalist  church  and  the  Pilgrim  Congre- 
gational church. 

A review  of  the  life  of  Air.  Horton  would  be 
incomplete  without  mentioning  his  rare  love  for 
horses.  In  his  time  he  owned  many  of  the  fastest 
trotters  and  pacers,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he 
never  was  without  an  animal  that  could  not  show 
any  comi)any  a clean  pair  of  heels.  In  the  latter  years 
of  his  life,  owing  to  his  declining  health,  his  famil- 
iar figure  was  less  seen  on  the  driveways,  where, 
in  former  years,  his  presence  was  always  to  be 
noted  whenever  two  or  three  speeders  were 
gathered  together.  One  of  his  favorite  animals 
was  Lamont,  now  twenty-three  years  old,  and  one 
of  the  carriage  horses  of  Airs.  Horton. 

Air.  Horton  jjossessed  a warm  and  kindly  na- 
ture, and  was  a man  much  esteemed  by  his  asso- 
ciates, and  one  who  thoroughly  detested  shams 
of  all  kinds.  Air.  Horton  was  a keen,  foresighted 
man,  and  in  his  prime  was  capable  of  doing  a large 
amount  of  work,  personally  superintending  all  of 
his  work,  of  which  he  knew  every  detail.  Eratern- 
ally  he  was  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  23, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Providence.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  he  was  not  strictly  partisan,  voting 
for  the  man  he  thought  best  fitted  for  the  office, 
regardless  of  party  ties.  Beginning  life  a poor  boy 
with  no  capital  save  his  native  ability,  energv  and 
determination,  starting  at  the  lowest  rung  of  the 
commercial  ladder,  and  working  his  way  to  the 
top,  he  reached  before  his  death  a point  of  emi- 
nence in  the  calling  of  his  choice,  and  ranked 
among  the  best  known  contractors  and  builders  in 
New  England.  Air.  Horton  died  after  a long  ill- 
ness, Eeb.  18,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  Riverside 
cemetery  at  Providence. 

On  Aug.  12,  1850,  Nathan  B.  Horton  was  mar- 
ried, in  Providence,  to  Aliss  Frances  A.  Brown,  a 
native  of  Northfield.  N.  H.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Alary  (Reynolds)  Brown.  Airs.  Horton  has 
been  a resident  of  Providence  since  the  age  of 
fifteen.  Two  children  were  born  to  them : 
(i)  Electa  Frances  is  the  wife  of  John  Stott,  of 
Providence,  and  their  only  child  is  Anna  Electa, 
who  was  married.  Oct.  31,  1904,  to  Harold  Earl 
Weaver,  of  Providence.  (2)  Fred  Bradford  was 
born  in  Providence,  and  attended  the  j)ublic  schools 
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until  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  entered  his 
father's  office.  In  time,  as  his  father's  health  failed, 
he  relieved  him  of  the  entire  management  of  the 
business,  and  at  his  death  became  his  successor. 
jNIr.  Horton  was  married  (first)  to  Hattie  ^^lorton ; 
he  married  (second)  Algo  \\'.  Stahl.  Two  sons 
were  born  to  the  first  marriage,  Frank  and  Clar- 
ence, both  of  them  dying  in  childhood. 

DYER  (Cranston  family).  The  Dyer  family  is 
one  of  historic  interest  in  the  annals  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  earlier  Colony  of  Rhode  Island ; and 
it  has  been  one  of  wealth  and  influence  as  well, 
prominent  in  public  affairs  and  in  the  State’s  indus- 
trial and  mercantile  life.  Its  history  begins  with 
that  of  the  Colony,  the  progenitor  of  the  race,  Will- 
iam Dyer,  then  a milliner  of  London,  England,  com- 
ing to  New  England  in  1635.  A member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  he  was  banished  from  Massa- 
chusens,  came  to  Rhode  Island,  was  a signer  of  the 
Portsmouth  compact  in  1638,  and  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  Newport  and  long  prominent  in  public  life; 
was  attorney-general,  commissioner,  deputy,  etc. ; 
and  one  of  his  sons,  Hon.  William  Dyer  (2),  was 
collector  of  customs  for  America,  and  a member  of 
the  Governor’s  council ; then,  a grandson,  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Dyer,  was  for  a number  of  years  attorney- 
general  of  Rhode  Island.  In  more  recent  genera- 
tions among  those  of  prominence  of  the  name,  espe- 
cially in  and  above  Providence,  have  been  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Dyer,  long  of  the  medical  profession,  a drug- 
gist of  Providence,  associated  with  his  brother 
Charles,  both  sons  of  Charles  and  grandsons  of 
Charles  Dyer,  who  had  married  into  the  Roger 
Williams  family,  the  Doctor  also  being  a manu- 
facturer of  note,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Provi- 
dence Dyeing,  Bleaching  and  Calendering  Com- 
pany and  of  the  Phenix  Iron  Foundry,  etc. ; the 
several  Elisha  Dyers,  the  elder  of  whom  was  a 
leading  merchant,  manufacturer  of  Providence, 
along  in  the  early  half  of  the  century  just  closed, 
one  of  the  largest  owners  of  real  estate  in 
Providence  of  his  day,  bank  president,  founder  of 
several  industries,  etc.;  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer  (2), 
former  governor,  an  extensive  cotton  manufacturer, 
etc.;  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer  (3),  also  former  Governor, 
Legislator,  Senator,  etc. ; the  late  Deacon  Daniel  P. 
Dyer,  of  Cranston,  long  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens and  leading  business  men  of  his  town,  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  nursery  business ; the  latter’s 
son,  the  late  Capt.  William  Henry  Dyer,  of  that 
same  town  (Cranston),  a farmer  and  later  nursery- 
man, carrying  the  extensive  business  founded  by 
his  father  to  still  greater  proportions,  a man  long 
prominent  as  an  official  of  Cranston,  etc. ; and  the 
late  Hon.  Rodney  Fenner  Dyer,  who  in  his  earlier 
life  was  an  agriculturist  of  intelligence  and  later  ex- 
tensively and  successfully  engaged  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness, a resident  alternately  of  Cranston  and  John- 
ston, which  latter  town  he  at  one  time  represented 
efficiently  in  the  State  Senate,  etc.  Then  there  were 


the  sons  of  Rodney  Fenner  Dyer,  the  late  Hon.  John 
and  Hon.  Rodney  Fenner  Dyer  (2),  both  Senators 
from  Johnston,  and  long  business  men  of  ability  who 
prosecuted  their  undertakings  to  success.  These, 
with  many  others  of  the  Dyer  name,  evidence  the 
character  and  worth  of  the  Rhode  Island  family. 

Different  branches  of  this  ancient  Dyer  family 
are  treated  at  length  in  separate  articles,  this  one 
being  especially  devoted  to  the  Cranston  family  in 
the  line  of  the  late  Reuben  Dyer.  The  genealogy 
and  family  history  which  follows  is  chronologically 
arranged,  beginning  with  the  immigrant  settler, 
William  Dyer: 

(I)  William  Dyer,  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Dyers 
of  Rhode  Island,  was  of  London,  England,  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  Newport,  R.  I.  While  in  England  he 
was  said  to  be  a milliner  by  occupation.  He  arrived 
in  Boston  in  December,  1635.  On  account  of  re- 
ligious differences  with  the  authorities  in  Boston  he 
removed  to  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  on  March  7,  1638, 
signed  a compact  for  a form  of  Government.  On 
April  28,  1639,  with  eight  others  signed  a com- 
pact for  the  settlement  of  Newport,  himself  signing 
as  clerk  of  the  compact  and  William  Coddington  as 
judge.  On  June  5,  1639,  he  and  three  others  were 
apportioned  land.  He  was  secretary  for  the  towns 
of  Portsmouth  and  Newport,  for  the  years  1640-41- 
42-43-44-45-46-47;  general  recorder  in  1648;  attor- 
ney-general in  1650-51-52-53.  He  returned  from 
England  early  in  the  year  1653,  having  gone  there 
with  John  Clarke  and  Roger  Williams  to  obtain  a 
revocation  of  Governor  Coddington’s  power.  In 
INIay,  1653,  he  received  a commission  from  the  As- 
sembly to  act  against  the  Dutch,  Capt.  John  Un- 
derhill, commander-in-chief  upon  land,  and  Capt. 
William  Dyer,  commander-in-chief  upon  sea.  His 
wife  Mary  went  to  England,  and  returned  in  1657, 
after  a stay  of  five  years,  having  become  a Quaker- 
ess. On  disembarkation  at  Boston,  she  was  put  into 
prison  by  the  authorities,  but  was  released  at  the 
intercession  of  her  husband,  and  leave  was  granted 
him  to  take  her  home  to  Rhode  Island.  She  spent 
some  time  at  Newport  after  this,  but  in  1659  she 
returned  to  Boston,  and  was  tried  and  condemned  to 
death  with  Marmaduke  Stephenson  and  William 
Robinson ; but  was  reprieved  on  the  very  scaffold, 
with  the  rope  already  about  her  neck.  She  was  sent 
by  the  magistrates  to  Rhode  Island,  and  thence  went 
to  Long  Island.  She  returned  to  Boston  May  12, 
1660.  She  was  brought  before  Governor  Endicott, 
and  because  she  still  owned  herself  to  be  a Quaker, 
he  sentenced  her  to  be  hanged  June  i,  1660.  Will- 
iam Dyer  was  commissioner  in  1661-62,  deputy 
1664-66,  general  solicitor  1665-66-68.  William  Dyer 
married  (first)  Mary  Dyer,  who  died  June  i,  1660, 
as  noted  above.  He  married  (second)  Catharine, 
who  died  in  1687.  He  died  in  1677.  His  children 
by  the  first  marriage  were : ( i ) Samuel,  born  in 
1635,  died  in  1678;  married  Ann  Hutchinson,  who 
was  born  Nov.  17,  1643,  Jan.  10,  1717;  he  was 
of  Newport  and  Kingstown,  R.  I.  (2)  Mary.  (3) 
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William,  who  became  the  collector  of  customs  for 
America,  at  New  York,  received  his  appointment 
from  the  Duke  of  \ork  in  1674.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Governor’s  Council  in  1675-76.  In  1681  he 
was  indicted  for  high  treason  on  charge  of  collecting 
unlawful  duties  and  was  sent  to  England  for  trial. 
In  1682  he  returned  to  New  York  with  more  ample 
powers,  no  one  having  appeared  to  prosecute  him. 
He  went  to  Delaware  from  New  York.  (4)  Maher- 
shallalhoshbaz  (short  Maher)  married  Martha 
Pearce.  She  was  born  Sept.  13,  1645,  died  Feb. 
24,  1744.  He  died  in  1670.  (5)  Henry,  born  in 

1657,  died  February,  1690;  he  married  Elizabeth 
Sanford.  (6)  Charles,  born  in  1650,  died  May  15, 
1709.  (7)  Elizabeth. 

(II)  Charles  Dyer,  son  of  William  and  Mary, 

married  (first)  Mary,  and  (second)  Martha  Wait 
(widow  of  Jeremiah)  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  Brownell.  She  was  born  in  May,  1643, 
died  Feb.  15,  1744.  He  had  children  as  follows: 
(i)  James.  (2)  William,  died  April  21,  1719;  he 
married  Hannah  Briggs,  born  May  i,  1676,  and  died 
Feb.  13,  1719.  (3)  Elizabeth,  married,  Feb.  9,  1699, 
Tristam  Hull,  and  died  in  1719.  (4)  Charles  (2)-, 

died  Jan.  7,  1727.  (5)  Samuel,  born  in  1686,  died 

Sept.  15,  1767,  married,  Jan.  19,  1710,  Desire  Slo- 
cum, born  March  12,  1688,  died  Sept.  3,  1760, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Thurston) 
Slocum. 

(III)  Charles  Dyer  (2),  son  of  Charles  and 
Mary  Dyer,  died  Jan.  7,  1727.  He  married  Aug. 
26,  1709,  Mary  Latham,  who  was  born  Oct.  5, 
1686,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Mann)  Latham. 
She  married  for  her  second  husband  on  Nov.  21, 
1734,  John  Colvin.  Charles  Dyer  and  his  wife 
Mary  had  issue  as  follows : Mary,  Elizabeth, 
Charles,  Samuel,  John,  William  and  Thomas. 
Charles  Dyer  (2)  was  of  Newport,  R.  L,  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  and  Providence,  R.  L He  bought 
in  1718,  for  600  pounds,  a house  and  113  acres  of 
land,  in  Providence,  three  miles  west  of  salt-water 
and  several  other  parcels-  of  land  in  Providence.  In 
1735  land  was  deeded  by  his  widow  Mary  Colvin 
to  his  son  John  Dyer,  sixty  acres  and  dwelling 
house,  in  Anshautatuck  Neck,  where  her  husband 
Charles  lived.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade. 

(IV)  Deacon  John  Dyer,  son  of  Charles  (2), 
born  in  1719,  died  Jan.  3,  1801.  On  Nov.  23,  1738, 
he  married  Freelove  Williams,  born  in  1719,  died  in 
April,  1775.  Their  children  were:  Freelove,  born 
July  5,  1748,  married  Elisha  Harris;  John,  born 
Sept.  30,  1739;  Anthony,  born  June  23,  1743,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Bishop;  and  Lydia,  born  Dec.  20,  1758, 
married  Andrew  Brown. 

(V)  John  Dyer,  son  of  Deacon  John,  born  Sept. 
30,  1739,  married  March  ii,  1762  (first)  Ruby 
Randall,  born  in  1743,  daughter  of  John  Randall; 
she  died  in  1793,  and  Mr.  Dyer  married  (second), 
klay  II,  1793,  Mary  Lockwood,  born  May  20,  1756, 
daughter  of  Amos,  who  died  April  30,  1833.  The 
children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were:  Abigail 


(married  Peter  Briggs),  Reuben  and  Rufus.  ^Ir. 
Dyer  was  a resident  of  Cranston  and  Warwick, 
Rhode  Island. 

(VI)  Reuben  Dyer,  son  of  John,  born  in  1772, 
married  Celinda  Fenner,  born  in  1767,  and  among 
their  children  were  Rodney  Fenner;  and  Lydia 
Battey,  who  married  Sylvanus  Henry,  and  died  in 
1836.  The  father  died  in  1821,  and  the  mother  in 
1819. 

(VII)  Rodney  Fenner  Dyer,  son  of  Reuben, 
born  Jan.  29,  1810,  married  Nov.  16,  1831,  in  Cum- 
berland, R.  L,  Barbara  A.  Jillson,  born  Nov.  17, 
1813,  daughter  of  Wila  Jillson,  and  they  died,  he 
on  Sept.  30,  1892,  and  she  Oct.  29,  1890.  Mr. 
Dyer  received  his  education  chiefly  in  Dr.  Fiske’s 
academy  at  South  Scituate,  Mass. ; this  was  one  of 
the  best  schools  of  the  State,  and  he  was  a student 
there  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Dyer  was  born  in  Cranston,  and  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  Thus  passed  his  early 
manhood.  Later  on,  and  when  in  the  prime  of  life, 
he  for  years  was  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  and 
so  conducted  it  that  it  became  extensive  and  profit- 
able, enabling  him  to  amass  quite  a fortune.  He 
was  a man  of  good  judgment  and  fine  business  abil- 
ity, and  these  qualities  along  with  his  close  applica- 
tion to  business,  the  careful  management  of  his  af- 
fairs and  his  strict  integrity  gave  him  high  reputa- 
tion in  business  circles  and  led  to  the  success  he  at- 
tained. His  long  life  of  eighty  or  more  years  was 
passed  in  the  towns  of  Cranston  and  Johnston,  re- 
siding alternately  in  the  two  towns,  in  the  latter 
for  about  five  years.  He  was  a fine  conversational- 
ist and  raconteur,  and  his  conversation  was  full  of 
wit.  For  a number  of  years  he  represented  Johns- 
ton in  the  State  Senate.  He  was  a man  of  vigorous 
physique  and  health,  and  to  the  very  close  of  life 
seemed  but  lightly  affected  by  the  length  of  his 
years,  attending  to  the  care  of  large  property  inter- 
ests until  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  held  the  es- 
teem and  respect  as  well  as  the  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low townsmen,  and  of  all  who  came  in  business 
touch  with  him. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyer  were : 
Sarah  E.,  born  April  16,  1834;  Lydia  B.,  born  Feb. 
19,  1836,  married  Andrew  J.  Barnes ; John,  born 
May  30,  1833,  married  June  29,  1868,  Elizabeth  H. 
Atwood;  Rodney  Fenner;  Byron  W.,  born  Dec.  14, 
1843,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  in  the  4th 
Rhode  Island  regiment,  was  wounded  at  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  and  died  July  31,  1864;  Mary  P.  married 
George  S.  Ladd,  and  (second)  William  Allen  Aid- 
rich  ; Elisha  married  Clara  Mason ; George  A.,  born 
Jan.  22,  1853,- died  Sept.  23,  1863. 

CHARLES  TISDALL,  who  is  one  of  Newport’s 
leading  meat  and  provision  dealers,  as  well  as  one  of 
its  enterprising  and  progressive  young  business 
men,  was  born  in  that  city,  July  14,  1866,  son  of 
Oliver  and  Caroline  (Edwards)  Tisdall. 

Oliver  Tiscfell  was  a native  of  the  north  of  Ire- 
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land,  where  he  remained  during  his  bo}’hood.  Amer- 
ica seemed  to  offer  him  wider  opportunities  for  bet- 
tering himself,  and  so  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  leav- 
ing his  home  while,  still  hardly  more  than  a youth. 
He  located  in  Newport  and  became  a butler  in  the 
home  of  Astor  Carey,  a position  which  he  held  for 
a long  term  of  years.  He  wa5  a consistent  member  of 
the  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  of  Newport,  and 
a liberal  supporter  of  it.  He  passed  away  in  New- 
port in  1895,  three  years  before  his  wife.  Their 
domestic  life  was  a happy  one,  for  Mr.  Tisdall  was 
an  affectionate  and  indulgent  husband  and  father. 
Their  four  children  were:  (i)  Oliver,  Jr.,  is  en- 
gaged with  his  brother,  Charles,  in  the  meat  and 
provision  business ; he  married  Mary  Crawford, 
now  deceased,  and  they  had  two  children,  Charles 
Henry  and  Bessie.  (2)  Bessie  is  now  Mrs.  Will- 
iam J.  Shaw,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.  (3)  Emma 
married  Allen  Shaw,  of  Newport,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Caroline.  (4)  Charles  is  mentioned  be- 
low. 

Charles  Tisdall  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Newport,  attending  same  till  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  secured  a place 
as  clerk  in  the  meat  market  conducted  by  J.  Truman 
Burdick.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Burdick  sold  his 
business  to  Kaull  & Anthony,  but  the  change  of 
owners  made  little  difference  in  the  position  of  Mr. 
Tisdall,  and  he  continued  in  the  same  capacity  with 
the  new  firm,  remaining  with  them  fourteen  years 
longer.  During  this  long  period,  he  became  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  details  of  conducting  a 
meat  market,  and  as  he  was  both  ambitious  and 
possessed  of  courage  and  energy  he  decided 
to  embark  in  a business  of  his  own.  In  October, 
1898,  he  opened  a store  on  Broadway,  where  he 
carried  on  not  only  a meat  market  but  a grocery 
and  provision  store  also.  He  succeeded  from  the 
first,  and  his  patronage  increased  so  rapidly  that  he 
soon  required  more  room.  In  1901  he  built  his 
present  three-story  block  at  No.  130  Broadway. 
His  brother  Oliver  has  become  a partner  in  the  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Charles  Tisdall  & Com- 
pany. 

On  May  8,  1891,  Mr.  Tisdall  was  married  to 
Miss  Jeannette  McIntosh,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Sarah  A.  Alclntosh,  of  Newport.  Mrs.  Tisdall  is  a 
member  of  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church,  which  her 
husband  also  attends.  Air.  Tisdall  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Alasonic  order,  and  belongs  to  St. 
Paul’s  Eodge,  No.  14,  A.  E.  & A.  AT,  in  which  he  is 
a past  master;  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2,  R.  A.  AI. ; 
Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  in  which 
he  has  been  warden;  and  Palestine  Temple,  Alystic 
. Shrine,  of  Providence.  He  also  belongs  to  Weenat 
Shassit  Tribe,  No.  6,  I.  O.  R.  AE;  and  to  Newport 
Lodge,  No.  104,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Lawrence  and  the  Aliantonomi  Clubs,  both  of 
Newport.  In  a business  way  he  is  associated  with 
the  Newport  Realty  Company,  in  which  he  is  a di- 
rector, and  in  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 


licans. Air.  Tisdall’s  success  in  his  business  has 
been  well  deserved,  and  still  greater  prosperity 
seems  promised  for  the  future.  His  store,  which  is 
large  and  unusually  well  adapted  to  its  purpose,  is 
one  of  the  best  stocked  and  equipped  in  the  New 
England  States,  while  his  personal  dealings  have 
always  been  characterized  by  a fairness  of  treat- 
ment and  an  honesty  which  have  won  Itim  an  en- 
viable reputation. 

BUCKLAND.  The  family  bearing  this  name 
in  Woonsocket,  the  head  of  which  was  the  late 
Alphonzo  Watson  Buckland,  D.  D.  S.,  who  for  a 
third  of  a century  was  professionally  engaged  in 
the  place  of  his  adoption,  and  who  latterly  became 
a man  of  substance — one  officially  identified  with 
various  enterprises,  including  several  of  the  finan- 
cial institutions,  and  in  fact  a leading  citizen  of 
the  community — is  a branch  of  one  of  the  Alassa- 
chusetts-Connecticut  Buckland  families. 

Ancient  Windsor,  the  boyhood  home  of  the  late 
Dr.  Alphonzo  W.  Buckland  of  Woonsocket,  was 
the  home  of  two  presumably  different  families  of 
Bucklands.  One  Thomas  Buckland,  a freeman  of 
Alassachusetts,  1635,  was  an  early  and  highly  re- 
spectable settler  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  as  early  as  1638  ; 
had  been  granted  land  in  1637;  juror  in  1644;  col- 
lector in  1649;  warden  in  1655.  He  was  in 
the  Pequot  fight  in  1637.  He  married  Temper- 
ance, daughter  of  Nicholas  Denslow.  He  died 
Alay  28,  1662,  and  his  widow  passed  away  July  26, 
1681.  Their  children  were:  Timothy,  Elizabeth, 
Temperance,  Alary,  Nicholas,  Sarah,  Thomas, 
Hannah,  John  and  Thomas  (2). 

The  other  Connecticut  settler  of  that  region  was 
William  Buckland,  of  Hingham,  Alass.,  1635,  in 
which  year  he  had  a land  grant,  and  also  owned 
land  there  in  and  after  1650,  but  was  at  Rehoboth, 
1658,  and  of  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  1679. 

It  is  set  forth  in  the  history  of  Ancient  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  by  Dr.  Stiles,  that  Air.  Edward  G. 
Buckland,  who  had  aided  Air.  W.  Tracy  Eustis  in 
tracing  the  posterity  of  Thomas  Buckland,  con- 
cluded, in  1891,  that  the  male  line  of  this  Thomas 
became  e.xtinct,  and  that  later  Windsor  Bucklands 
were  descendants  of  William  Buckland  of  Eling- 
ham  (see  Ancient  Windsor,  Vol.  II,  p.  123). 

Erom  this  (I)  William  Buckland  it  appears 
from  the  work  cited  that  the  lineage  of  the  \\'oon- 
socket  family  is  through  William  Buckland  (2), 
William  Buckland  (3),  Jonathan,  Alexander,  Capt. 
Erastus  and  Lorenzo  Alontgomery  Buckland. 

(II)  William  Buckland  (2),  of  East  Hartford, 
died  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  Alay  13,  1691. 

(III)  William  Buckland  (3),  was  of  East  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  1687;  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hills. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Buckland,  born  about  1716, 
married  Sybil  Burnham,  and  possibly  (second) 
Sarah  Anderson.  His  children  were : Alexander, 
Jonathan,  Polly,  Timothy  and  Sybil. 

(V)  Alexander  Buckland,  born  about  1739, 
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married  Sarah  Smith,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  born 
about  1738.  iMr.  Rucklaiid  settled  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Oreat  Alarsh  in  Ellington.  He  died  in 
1815,  and  she  passed  away  July  19,  1823,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  Their  children  were ; ' Alex- 
ander, born  July  24,  1761  ; Epaphras,  born  July  25, 
17631  Sarah,  born  Aug.  27,  1764;  Leverett,  born 
Nov.  22,  1767;  Walter,  born  Dec.  12,  1769;  Ash- 
bel,  born  Nov.  14,  1771  ; Erastus,  born  April  2, 
1774;  John,  born  June  i,  1776;  Electa,  born  Dec. 
18.  1778;  and  Sarah,  born  Eeb.  15,  1781. 

(\  I)  Capt.  Erastus  Buckland,  born  April  2, 
1774,  married  Sarah,  born  April  19,  1775,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Polly  (Osborn)  Heath,  of  East 
\\  indsor,  Conn.  Capt.  Buckland  died  in  November, 
1820,  aged  forty-six  years.  His  widow  died  Oct. 
21,  1850,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Their  children 
were:  Erastus,  born  in  June,  1799;  Emily,  Aug. 
II,  1800  (married  Charles  Kingsbury);  Harleigh, 
June  9,  1802;  Sarah,  Harch  28,  1804;  Harleigh 
Heath,  Oct.  25,  1805  1 Lorenzo  Montgomery,  Eeb. 
7,  1810;  Almanzo,  Nov.  3,  1811  ; Almirah,  July  13, 
1813;  Harriet  (died  in  infancy)  ; and  Marilla,"july 
I,  1815. 

(VH)  Lorenzo  Montgomery  Buckland,  born 
Feb.  7,  1810,  married  Jan.  i,  1835,  Julia  Hull,  born 
Aug.  3,  1811,  of  East  Windsor,  Conn.  Air.  Buckland 
died  July  3,  1875,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Their 
children,  all  born  at  Broad  Brook,  East  Windsor, 
Conn.,  were:  (T)  Latham  Lorenzo  married  Har- 
riet Ames,  and  died  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  the 
father  of  Charles,  Fred  and  Grace.  (2)  Sarah 
Marilla  married  Charles  Reynolds  of  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  and  had  one  daughter,  Mary  Alargaret. 
(3)  Julia  Isadore  married  Almanzo  Buckland,  of 
Springfield,  Alass.  (4)  Alphonzo  Watson  is  men- 
tioned below.  (5)  Louisa  married  (first)  Edward 
Sexton,  of  Windsor,  and  (second)  George  Addison 
Bingham,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  (6)  Wilbur  F. 

(Vni)  Dr.  Alphonzo  Watson  Buckland, 
son  of  Lorenzo  Montgomery  and  Julia  (Hull) 
Buckland,  was  born  June  19,  1843,  i’"*  ^ Buren 
county,  Iowa,  and  in  early  childhood  came  with  the 
family  to  Broad  Brook,  Conn.,  where  his  youth  was 
passed.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
neighborhood  and  later  furthered  his  studies  at  the 
Wesleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  at 
the  Providence  Conference  Seminary  at  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  Meanwhile  he  had  at  intervals 
added  to  his  slender  means  by  teaching  school.  He 
next  passed  nearly  three  years  in  the  oil  regions  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  soon  after  his  return  to  New 
England  was  married.  After  the  latter  event,  de- 
termining upon  the  practice  of  dentistry  as  a pro- 
fession, he  removed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for 
its  preparation.  He  there  began  its  study  under 
the  preceptorship  of  his  cousin.  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Kingsbury,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Philadel- 
phia Dental  College  in  1871.  He  had  previously 
located  at  Woonsocket,  this  State,  to  which  point 
he  returned,  and  there  established  himself  in  his 


profession.  He  speedily  acquired  a rei)utation  for 
skill  as  an  operator,  and  with  it  an  extended  prac- 
tice. He  continued  in  the  active  and  successful 
practice  of  his  profession  the  rest  of  his  lifetime. 
He  enjoyed  among  his  professional  confreres  in 
Rhode  Island  an  enviable  position,  and  his  clinics 
before  the  classes  in  various  New  England  Col- 
leges were  highly  valued. 

Dr.  Buckland  was  a member  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Dental  Science,  of  the  New  England 
Dental  Society,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Dental  Societv, 
and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Registration  in 
Dentistry.  Dr.  Buckland,  too,  was  prominent  in 
and  officially  identified  with  a number  of  enter- 
prises in  W oonsocket.  At  one  time  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  W oonsocket  Electric  Machine  and 
Power  Company,  and  of  the  Woonsocket  Spool 
and  Bobbin  Company,  and  a director  of  both  the 
Producers’  and  the  People’s  Savings  Banks,  hav- 
ing been  president  of  the  latter.  He  was  a man  of 
most  excellent  judgment  and  was  much  consulted 
by  his  friends.  He  was  a member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  W’oonsocket,  was 
a trustee  of  the  church  and  also  a member  of  the 
board  of  stewards.  He  was  a member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  70,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  W'indsor, 
Conn. ; of  Union  Chapter,  No.  5 ; and  of  Woon- 
socket Commandery,  fsM.  23,  of  Woonsocket,  of 
which  he  was  past  commander,  and  he  had  attained 
the  32d  degree.  He  was  also  a member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  1269,  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
of  various  other  social  and  protective  organiza- 
tions. ^ 

On  Oct.  10,  1866,  Dr.  Buckland  was  married 
to  Helen  Augusta  Alarble,  daughter  of  Joel  Wffiters 
Alarble,  and  his  .wife.  Alary  Ann  Harding,  of 
Southbridge,  Alass.,  and  the  union  was  blessed 
with  three  children,  namely : Florence  Alyrtle, 
Alice  Aland  and  Bessie  Alay,  all  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried, and  are  respectively  Airs.  Edgar  Lakey,  of 
Providence ; Airs.  George  F.  S.  Singleton,  of 
Franklin,  Alass.,  and  Airs.  Robert  L.  Davis,  of 
Woonsocket.  Airs.  Buckland  resides  at  Woon- 
socket. 

Dr.  Buckland  died  at  his  home  on  Blackstone 
street,  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  Aug.  24,  1900.  His 
funeral  from  his  late  residence  was  largely  at- 
tended. The  members  of  W'Tonsocket  Command- 
ery, K.  T.,  in  charge  of  Eminent  Commander 
Stephen  Alagown,  attended  in  a body.  An  appro- 
priate eulogy  was  delivered  by  the  pastor  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  W’oonsocket,  the 
Rev.  Lewis  B.  Codding,  in  which  the  prominence 
of  the  deceased  was  referred  to,  and  as  well  his 
uprightness  of  character  and  the  many  excellent 
qualities  he  possessed.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  the  Union  Cemetery  at  W’oonsocket. 

GEORGE  CANNING  SOULE,  AI.  D..  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  physicians  of 
Washington  county,  R.  I.,  is  a direct  descendant  of 
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one  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  His  American  fore- 
father was  not  only  one  of  the  immortal  crew  forced 
to  the  iMassachusetts  shores  by  religious  persecu- 
tion, but  was  a founder  of  several  of  her  historic 
old  towns,  and  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  pop- 
ular government  in  the  old  Bay  State.  Both  fam- 
ily history  and  individual  achievement  in  profes- 
sional work  make  a presentation  of  his  name  in 
this  work  appropriate  and  desirable. 

Dr.  Soule  was  born  at  Hampton  Hill,  Conn., 
Sept.  19,  1853,  a son  of  Dr.  William  and  Harriet 
A.  (Hall)  Soule,  his  father  being  an  able  and  ven- 
erable citizen  and  physician  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
ex-army  surgeon,  and,  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  an 
active  man  of  affairs.  A detailed  biography  of  the 
lamented  Dr.  William  Soide,  with  an  account  of 
the  life  and  services  of  the  iMayflower  Pilgrim, 
who  planted  the  family  in  America,  will  in  some 
measure  explain  the  characteristics  of  Dr.  George 
C.  Soule. 

William  Soule,  M.  D.,  the  father  of  the  Doctor, 
entered  into  rest  May  15,  1900,  in  Jewett  City,  after 
an  active  life  filled  with  good  deeds.  With  respect 
to  age  he  was  the  oldest  physician  in  the  city,  while 
the  years  of  his  practice  were  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century  in  excess  of  any  other  practitioner  here. 
He  was  essentially  one  of  that  fast  disappearing 
class — the  famil}^  physician.  For  generations  he 
administered  to  the  needs  of  his  patients,  from 
grandparents  to  grandchildren — all  who  knew  him 
employed  him  and  believed  in  him.  He  was  the 
confidant  of  all  the  troubles — physical,  mental  or 
financial— that  beset  the  families  in  his  clientele. 
Patient,  gentle  and  sympathetic,  he  was  always  the 
same  courtly  gentleman,  whose  own  trials  were  put 
aside  while  he  so  constantly  ministered  to  others. 

Born  Aug.  24,  1827,  in  Chaplin,  Conn.,  son  of 
Ivory  and  Alarilla  (Bingham)  Soule,  he  was  a de- 
scendant of  George  Soule,  who  came  to  America 
in  the  “Mayflower”  and  was  the  thirty-fifth  signer 
of  the  Cape  Cod  Compact,  in  November,  1620.  He 
was  at  Plymouth  and  afterward  (1643)  settled  Dux- 
bury.  He  had  a grant  of  one  acre  at  Plymouth, 
which  he  sold  to  R.  Hicks  and  Thomas  Southworth. 
He  was  among  those  taxed  in  1633.  He  was  a rep- 
resentative in  1645,  3.nd  some  years  later  was  among 
the  proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  as,  in  1653, 
he  had  been  among  the  purchasers  of  Dartmouth. 
IMr.  Soule  married  Mary  Becket,  and  their  children 
were:  John;  George  inherited  one-half  of  his 
father’s  lands  in  Dartmouth;  Benjamin  was  killed 
by  the  Indians  in  the  spring  of  1675 ; Zachariah 
lived  at  Powder  Point  and  died  in  1663;  Nathaniel 
inherited  land  in  Dartmouth ; Elizabeth  married 
Francis  Walker,  of  Middleboro,  iMass. ; Susannah; 
and  Mary  married  John  Patterson. 

George  Soule,  the  Pilgrim,  was  one  of  the  pe- 
titioners for  a church  in  Duxluiry.  He  died  in 
1680,  very  old,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1677. 
There  followed  the  name  in  New  Ifngland  a long 


line  of  sea  captains — men  always  to  the  front  in 
maritime  affairs. 

William  Soule  passed  his  early  years  in  a typical 
New  England  home.  Taught  habits  of  industry  and 
frugality  by  his  father,  who  at  one  time  conducted 
a large  boot  and  shoe  factory,  his  Christian  mother 
instilled  in  his  mind  those  stern  principles  of 
morality  that  characterized  the  early  Puritans.  His 
nature  was  gentle,  and  his  disposition  studious.  His 
preparatory  studies  were  pursued  in  Woodstock 
Academy,  and  he  became  proficient  in  the  ordinary 
literary  branches  taught  in  the  schools  of  the  day, 
and  early  engaged  in  teaching.  Determined  to  enter 
the  professional  world,  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, and  graduated  from  Yale  in  1851.  After  re- 
ceiving his  degree  in  medicine  he  first  located  for 
practice  in  Pascoag,  R.  L,  and  then  went  to  Hamp- 
ton, Conn.  In  October,  1854,  he  located  at  Jewett 
City,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  For 
many  years  he  conducted  a drug  store  in  connection 
with  his  practice.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he 
was  appointed  assistant  surgeon,  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  of  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  at  the  end  of  a year  he  was  promoted  to  surgeon 
of  the  2 1 St  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  with  the  latter  regiment 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 

Dr.  Soule  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Harriet  A.  Hall,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Hall,  of 
Chaplin,  died  in  1857.  Three  children  of  that  union 
survive : Mary,  a teacher  in  the  Jewett  City 
schools ; George  C.,  a physician  in  Wickford,  R.  I. ; 
and  Delia,  wife  of  George  Robinson,  of  Jewett 
City.  For  his  second  wife  Dr.  Soule  married 
Martha  P.  Chapman,  of  Voluntown,  who  bore  him 
two  children : Carrie,  who  married  E.  D.  Cady, 
of  Oxford,  Mass. ; and  William  O.,  at  home.  The 
family  home  was  erected  by  Dr.  Soule  in  1857.  In 
his  political  faith  the  Doctor  was  a Republican,  and 
in  his  busy  life  always  found  time  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  times.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  board  of  education,  and  for  twenty-five  years 
was  justice  of  the  peace,  during  twenty  of  which  he 
was  principal  trial  justice  of  the  town.  His  re- 
ligious connection  was  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  for  several  years  he  was  senior 
deacon,  and  for  twenty-eight  years  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  Fraternally  he  af- 
filiated with  the  K.  P.,  holding  membership  in  Un- 
daunted Lodge,  in  which  he  passed  all  the  chairs, 
and  he  belonged  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Connecticut,  and  was  Supreme  Represent- 
ative of  the  Grand  Lodge . of  the  World 
for  four  years.  The  Doctor’s  mind  was  well  stored, 
and  he  possessed  the  gift  of  easy,  fluent  speaking, 
never  being  at  a loss  for  something  to  say.  Pie 
was  a prominent  figure  at  public  meetings,  and  his 
genial  presence  has  been  greatly  missed.  In  his 
death  Jewett  City  lost  a friend. 

Dr.  George  C.  Soule,  born  Sept.  19,  1853,  was 
only  a year  old  when  his  father  located  in  Jewett 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1335 


City.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  place,  and  as  a youth  was  employed  in  his 
father’s  drug  store  and  later  became  its  manager. 
During  this  period  of  his  life  he  also  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  under  paternal  instruction.  In 
1878  he  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Boston  University  with  the  professional  degree, 
and  on  July  9th  of  that  year  located  for  practice 
at  Wickford,  R.  L,  where  he  has  achieved  signal 
success  in  his  chosen  calling.  In  September,  1898, 
he  removed  to  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  that  his  chil- 
dren might  better  enjoy  educational  advantages, 
and  continued  to  reside  there  until  October,  1904. 
He  then  returned  to  Wickford,  during  that  period 
retaining  his  practice  in  North  Kingstown. 

In  October,  1879,  about  a year  after  locating  for 
practice  at  Wickford,  Dr.  Soule  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Celia  Nelson,  daughter  of 
Eli  and  Eliza  (Anthony)  Nelson,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  these  six  children : ( i ) George 

Canning,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  25,  1880,  is  engaged  with 
the  Providence  Dry  Salter  Company,  at  East 
Greenwich;  he  married  Eleanor  E.  Ery,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Ery,  and  they  have  one  son,  Thomas  Fry, 
born  Sept.  12,  1906.  (2)  Ralph,  born  Sept.  25, 

1881,  is  assistant  manager  of  the  New  York  & 
New  Jersey  Telephone  Company,  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  (3)  Edith  May  was  born  Aug.  25,  1883.  (4) 

Daniel  Anthony  was  born  Feb.  15,  1886.  (5)  Henry 
Eli  was  born  Feb.  18,  1889.  (6)  Edward  Ivory, 

born  Dec.  ii,  1890,  died  Sept.  10,  1904. 

Dr.  Soule  has  broad  and  prominent  fraternal 
connections,  being  a member  of  Undaunted  Lodge, 
K.  P.,  at  Jewett  City ; and  since  1878,  has  been  as- 
sociated with  Beacon  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has 
served  as  grand  high  priest  in  the  Encampment; 
and  is  the  representative  from  Rhode  Island  in  the 
national  council  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.  While  at 
Jewett  City  the  Doctor  was  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  but  after  locating  at  Wickford 
he  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  is  now  a 
leading  member. 

WILLI  AIM  TAYLOR,  of  Lonsdale,  in  the  town 
of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  is  one  of  the  successful,  enter- 
prising and  progressive  business  men  of  that  place. 
His  father,  William  Taylor,  was  born  in  Lancashire, 
England,  and  in  his  native  country  learned  the 
weaver's  trade,  which  he  followed  during  his  entire 
life.  About  1856  he  came  to  America,  locating  at 
River  Point,  R.  L,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  12th  R.  1.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  as 
a Union  private  for  about  twelve  months.  Return- 
ing from  the  war,  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade  at 
River  Point,  where  he  remained  several  years.  After 
working  in  various  mills  for  different  periods  he 
finally  went  to  Newport,  becoming  a weaver  in  the 
Coddington  IMill,  where  he  remained  about  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Ashton,  and  was  en- 


gaged as  a weaver  in  the  Ashton  IMill,  with  which  he 
was  connected  until  his  death,  in  1884,  when  he 
was  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  He  was  married  in 
England  to  Miss  IMartha  Goddard,  who  died  in  her 
native  country  during  his  absence  in  America.  Their 
children  were:  Esther  married  (first)  William 
Smith  and  (second)  John  Smith,  of  Newport,  where 
she  died ; Alary  Ann  married  John  Alills,  of  Ashton, 
where  she  died ; George  married  Elizabeth  Gibson, 
of  Newport,  where  he  is  engaged  in  gardening ; 
\\  illiam  is  mentioned  further  on ; Alfred  is  a land- 
scape gardener  of  Central  Falls,  R.  1.  The  father 
married  for  his  second  wife  a Miss  Thompson,  of 
Cumberland,  R.  L,  but  by  this  union  there  were  no 
children. 

William  Taylor  was  born  July  8,  1852,  in  Lan- 
cashire, England,  and  when  six  3’ears  of  age  came 
to  America,  joining  his  father  at  River  Point.  The 
beginning  of  his  education  was  there  received  in 
the  common  schools,  which  he  only  attended,  how- 
ever, until  his  seventh  year,  at  which  time  he  went 
to  work  in  the  Harris  Alill,  being  there  employed 
for  about  three  years.  During  this  time  he  fur- 
thered his  educational  training  by  attending  night 
school.  After  working  several  months  in  Woon- 
socket he  went  to  Newport  with  his  father,  and 
while  there  was  employed  in  the  Coddington  Alill. 
Later,  returning  to  Ashton,  he  became  a mule  spin- 
ner in  the  Ashton  Alills,  in  which  capacity  he  re- 
mained until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Newport  and  was  engaged  at  gardening 
on  the  estate  of  Charles  Russell,  continuing  thereon 
for  about  one  and  one-half  years.  For  the  next 
three  years  he  was  employed  by  the  late  George 
Hardwick,  in  the  latter’s  greenhouses,  after  which 
he  became  engaged  in  the  greenhouses  of  Carl 
Jurgens,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  about  six 
years,  until  he  became  assistant  gardener  on  the 
estate  of  the  late  Gardner-  Brewer ; in  this  capacity 
he  was  retained  about  three  years. 

In  1884  Air.  Taylor  left  Newport  and  located 
at  Lonsdale,  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where  he 
has  since  been  successfully  doing  business  on  his 
own  account.  Upon  locating  at  Lonsdale  he  en- 
gaged in  teaming  in  all  its  branches,  in  connection 
with  which  he  also  conducted  market  gardening, 
having  also  installed  greenhouses  on  his  estate,  in 
which  he  is  engaged  in  raising  and  cultivating  hot- 
house plants  and  flowers.  Air.  Taylor  is  a mem- 
ber of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Ashton,  of 
which  his  wife  is  also  a member,  and  to  which  they 
give  their  liberal  support.  In  political  views  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  but  in  town  affairs  he  takes 
an  independent  stand.  He  has  served  the  town  of 
Cumberland  as  constable  for  several  years,  as  well 
as  in  other  minor  offices. 

Air.  Taylor  married  Aliss  Sarah  Hardwick,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  George  and  Alartha 
(Stoakes)  Hardwick,  the  latter  of  Newport,  and 
children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  the 
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union:  Molet  'Mary;  Alice,  who  married  Edward 
Shaw  and  has  one  son,  Josiah;  iMartha ; Louise; 
Gladys;  William,  Jr.,  and  Ruth. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  an  enterprising,  industrious  and 
successful  business  man.  whose  success  is  due  to  his 
pluck  and  energy.  He  commands  the  respect  of 
the  entire  community  in  which  he  resides. 

GEORGE  CLINTON  CALEF,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  well  known  and  highly  successful 
business  men  of  Providence,  senior  member  of 
the  tirm  of  Calef  P.rothers,  and  in  every  respect  a 
self-made  man,  died  Feb.  15,  1897. 

Cutting  F.  Calef,  the  father  of  George  C.,  was 
a resident  of  Washington,  \h.,  where  he  died  in 
1844.  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years.  He  married 
Martha  H.  Paine,  a member  of  one  of  the  first 
families  of  Barre.  \'t.,  who  was  born  in  1801,  and 
who  died  in  1885.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Calef  were  as  follows ; Ezra  P.,  who  located  in 
Illinois;  W'arren  H.,  who  was  a resident  of  Wash- 
ington, Xt. ; Alden  D.,  who  located  at  Boston  and 
died  there  ; Ira  C.,  who  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Calef  Brothers,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Washington,  \’t. ; Quincy  ().,  who  died  in  Wash- 
ington, \'t. ; Miraetta  A.,  who  married  Heman  A. 
White,  and  died  in  W ashington,  Vt. ; Elmer  Nor- 
ton, who  died  in  Oregon  in  1890,  leaving  a large 
family ; Cutting  S.,  who  resided  for  many  years 
in  Providence,  but  died  in  Washington,  \h. ; 
George  Clinton;  Martha,  who  died  young;  Miss 
Lucy  A.,  at  Washington,  Vt. ; and  John  F.,  also  a 
resident  of  W ashington,  \Armont. 

George  Clinton  Calef  was  born  in  Washington, 
\’t.,  June  19,  1837,  and  was  reared  to  the  hard  work 
of  the  farm.  He  received  a sound  common-school 
education  in  the  district  schools,  following  this 
with  a few  terms  at  an  academy.  He  remained 
at  home  and  assisted  in  the  tilling  of  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  came 
to  Providence  and  began  working  for  Abney  Gay, 
Jr.,  engaged  in  the  market  business  on  the  corner 
of  North  Main  and  Thomas  streets.  In  1859, 
in  company  with  his  brothers.  Ira  C.  and  Cutting 
S..  Mr.  Calef  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Gay, 
the  firm  becoming  Calef  Brothers,  and  since  that 
time  has  continued  at  the  same  stand,  under  the 
same  name,  although  it  has  been  some  years  since 
any  of  the  name  have  been  connected  with  it.  The 
firm  enjoyed  ])rosperity  from  the  start,  and  had 
a steady  and  rapid  growth,  becoming  at  length 
the  largest  family  market  in  the  city.  Subseciuently 
they  established  a branch  store  at  Lonsdale,  their 
annual  business  amounting  to  more  than  $200,000. 
They  also  did  a large  W estern  business  in  Chicago. 
Mr.  Ira  Calef  in  time  retired  from  the  firm,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Charles  H.  Jefferds.  After  the 
death  of  Cutting  S..  and  the  retirement  of  Air. 
Jefferds,  Clarence  Kingsbury  and  Louis  A.  Glad- 
ding were  admitted  to  the  firm.  Mr.  Calef  also 
owned  a large  livery  stable  on  Battey  street.  He 


retired  from  business  in  1896  because  of  ill  health, 
and  died  Feb.  15,  1897,  being  buried  in  the  North 
Burying  Ground. 

Some  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Calef  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Manton,  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  the  town. 
He  took  a great  interest  in  educational  work,  and 
for  many  years  served  as  trustee  of  the  Manton 
school  district.  Through  his  etforts,  largely,  the 
first  high  school  was  established  in  Johnston.  He 
served  as  a member  of  the  town  council,  was  promi- 
nent in  the  Butchers  and  Marketmen’s  Association, 
an  active  member  and  one  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Sons  of  Vermont,  president  of  the 
Manton  Building  & Improvement  Association, 
president  of  the  Olneyville  Free  Library  Associa- 
tion, chairman  of  the  building  committee  and  took 
a great  interest  in  the  erection  of  the  present  li- 
brary building.  To  him  Manton  is  largely  in- 
debted for  its  rapid  growth,  and  the  introduction 
of  street  lights,  telephones,  graded  streets,  water 
and  car  service.  Mr.  Calef  was  largely  interested 
in  real  estate  in  the  section  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  1874  he  erected  the  handsome  residence  on 
Greenville  avenue,  which  was  his  home  until  his 
death.  He  was  a man  who  learned  much  by  ob- 
servation, and  was  very  fond  of  travel,  having 
visited  nearly  all  of  the  large  cities  of  the  United 
States. 

On  Sept.  13,  1866,  JMr.  Calef  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Emma  S.  Sanders,  born  in  Providence, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Almira  M.  (Hall)  Sand- 
ers, a sketch  of  the  Sanders  family  appearing  else- 
where. The  children  born  to  this  union  were  as 
follows:  Almira  S.  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Irene  L.,  born  Dec.  14,  1870,  married 

Thomas  B.  Nichols,  a gold  refiner,  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  has  one  child,  Ira  Calef;  Herbert  C., 
born  Dec.  19,  1871,  who  married  Annie  M.  Smith, 
and  has  one  son,  George  Clinton,  resides  at  Man- 
ton,  but  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance business  in  Providence,  and  is  also  prominent 
in  the  town  affairs  of  Johnston,  having  for  several 
years  past  served  as  town  treasurer;  Mabel  S., 
born  Oct.  29,  1873,  married  Charles  R.  Allen,  Jr., 
a graduate  of  Tufts  College,  formerly  superin- 
tendent of  water  works  and  city  engineer  of  the 
city  of  Barre,  Vt.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Stanley 
Calef;  Frank  T.,  born  Nov.  26,  1875,  a graduate 
in  medicine  at  the  Boston  University,  and  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  East  Providence, 
of  which  town  he  is  overseer  of  the  j)Oor,  married 
Abby  Angell  Bradford ; Edith,  born  April  24, 
1877,  married  John  K.  F'enner,  and  resides  at 
Auburn,  R.  I.,  ^Ir.  Fenner  being  a teacher  in  the 
high  school,  and  they  have  one  child,  Helen 
Woodel ; and  Helen  B.,  born  Dec.  12,  1881,' resides 
at  home. 

Mr.  Calef,  while  not  a member  of  any  religious 
denomination,  was  a regular  attendant  and  liberal 
supporter  of  the  First  Universalist  Church,  of 
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which  Mrs.  Calef  and  three  of  her  daughters  are 
members.  Mr.  Calef  served  as  trustee  for  some 
years.  He  was  not  a member  of  any  secret  or- 
ganization, being  a great  lover  of  his  home  and 
much  devoted  to  his  family.  As  a business  man  he 
was  very  successful  and  his  standing  in  business 
circles  was  high. 

Mrs.  Calef  resided  in  Manton  until  about  one 
year  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  when  she  re- 
moved to  Providence.  She  has  proved  herself  to 
be  a woman  of  unusual  business  qualifications,  is 
a liberal  donor  to  charity,  and  her  Christian  life 
and  character  is  reflected  in  her  children,  who 
would  be  a credit  to  any  parentage. 

HON.  GEORGE  T.  CRANSTON,  State  Sena- 
tor, Department  Commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  in 
his  life  time  the  holder  of  many  positions  of  honor 
and  trust,  was  born  in  North  Kingstown,  July  9, 
1844^  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
When  he  was  thirteen  years  old  his  father  died  and 
for  several  years  afterward  he  was  employed  in  a 
factory,  and  on  the  farm. 

On  July  5,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  3d 
Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  and  after  serving  one 
year  he  was  transferred  to  Battery  B,  ist  United 
States  Artillery,  known  as  General  V.  Henry’s 
flying  battery,  where  he  served  the  remaining  three 
years  of  his  enlistment.  He  re-enlisted  in  the  loth 
Massachusetts,  known  as  the  Sleepless  Battery,  with 
which  he  was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg 
within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  his  discharge. 
He  was  in  twenty-flve  engagements,  including  Fort 
Pulaski,  James  Island,  siege  of  Charleston,  Bald- 
win, Saunderstown,  St.  Mary’s  Ford,  Cedar  Creek, 
Onester,  Gainesville,  Barker’s  Creek,  Spottsylvania, 
Cold  Harbor,  Mechanicsville,  Weldon  Railroad, 
Ream’s  Station,  Staunton  Bridge,  Petersburg, 
Hatcher’s  Run  (first  and  second  battles),  Boydton 
Plank  Road,  Bermuda  Hundred  and  Drury’s  Bluff. 
He  was  wounded  at  Onester  and  Cedar  Creek,  and 
was  captured  at  Ream’s  Station.  Mr.  Cranston  was 
present  at  Lee’s  surrender,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  Gallup’s  Island  July  10,  1865.  During 
his  service  he  was  promoted  to  corporal  of  United 
States  Battery. 

Mr.  Cranston  continually  represented  his  native 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  from  1881  until  his 
death,  having  been  seven  years  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  a Senator  from  1888.  As  a 
legislator  his  fitness  for  positions  relating  to  State 
measures  for  relief  of  worthy  veterans,  was  recog- 
nized, and  he  was  made  a member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Home  and  of  the  State 
Board  of  Soldiers’  Relief.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
Grand  Army  man  and  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  C.  C.  Baker  Post,  No.  16,  of  Wickford,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  commander,  serving  ten  terms. 
His  first  office  in  the  Rhode  Island  Department  was 
Junior  Vice  Department  Commander,  and  in  1893 
he  was  chosen  Department  Commander,  which  office 


he  resigned.  About  1878  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  a general  store  at  \\Tst  Wickford,  in  which  he 
conducted  a flourishing  business. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Cranston  returned  home,  and 
in  the  seventies  married  Aliss  Elizabeth  Patience 
Gardiner,  daughter  of  Amos  Gardiner,  of  Exeter, 
by  whom  he  had  five  children : Eola  and  Annie  L. 
died  in  infancy;  Minnie  M.,  died  aged  eight  years; 
Lottie  L.,  and  George  Cyrus. 

Mr.  Cranston  was  prostrated  by  his  last  illness 
early  in  October,  1894,  his  death  occurring  on  the 
25th  of  the  month,  and  he  was  attended  by  Dr. 
Maryott  of  Wickford.  As  it  became  evident  that 
his  sickness  was  of  a serious  nature  Drs.  Eggleston 
of  this  city  and  Langmaid  of  East  Greenwich  were 
also  called.  Rheumatism  in  the  region  of  the  heart 
was  complicated  by  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  The 
danger  from  this  latter  disease  was,  however,  con- 
sidered passed,  when  an  acute  attack  of  rheuma- 
tism in  one  of  the  patient’s  legs  caused  the  family 
to  send  for  Dr.  Langmaid,  who  arrived  at  12:30 
that  night.  The  physician  spoke  to  Mr.  Cranston, 
who  appeared  as  strong  as  on  the  previous  day, 
but  who  said  he  was  suffering  from  a terrible  pain 
in  his  leg.  Dr.  Langmaid  turned  away  from  the 
bedside  to  prepare  a remedy.  He  was  almost 
startled  to  hear  a gasp  from  the  sick  man,  and  on 
hastening  to  his  side  found  that  the  end  had  come. 
The  immediate  cause  of  death  was  metastasis,  or 
the  transferring  of  the  rheumatic  trouble  from  the 
leg  to  the  heart. 

A bred-in-the-bone  Yankee,  as  big  of  heart  as 
he  was  of  physique,  courageous,  unselfish,  sincere  in 
every  element  of  his  nature,  loyal  to  the  men  and 
the  principles  he  believed  in,  Mr.  Cranston’s  death 
was  felt  by  an  extraordinarily  wide  circle  of  friends. 
He  was  especially  beloved  in  Grand  Army  circles, 
and  was  always  relied  upon  when  devoted  work  was 
wanted  in  behalf  of  the  old  soldier,  who  could  ever 
command  his  interest  and  support. 

One  of  the  State  papers  gives  this  extended 
description  of  his  funeral : “Down  in  the  little 
picturesque  Advent  Church,  in  the  village  of  La- 
Fayette,  the  funeral  of  the  late  Senator  George  T. 
Cranston  took  place  yesterday.  The  exercises  were 
largely  martial  in  their  nature,  because  the  dead  man 
had  been  a brave  soldier,  and  because  his  most  inti- 
mate friendships  had  been  formed  through  army 
associations. 

“Not  since  the  day  when  the  long  funeral  pro- 
cession followed  the  remains  of  Burnside  to  the 
grave,  has  there  been  anything  like  the  outpouring 
of  yesterday.  In  the  tribute  of  the  thousands  who 
gathered  at  the  house,  at  the  church,  and  at  the 
cemetery,  there  was  an  absence  of  that  formal  senti- 
ment which  might  have  characterized  the  funeral  of 
a public  nature  in  the  city.  Here  it  seemed  the 
kindly  individual  remembrance  of  each,  for  every 
city  and  town  in  the  State  was  represented,  and  the 
personal  evidences  of  sorrow  were  extremely  af- 
fecting. 
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“Almost  every  man  of  prominence  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State  was  upon  the  special  train  of 
nine  cars  which  left  the  Union  depot  at  10  o’clock 
yesterday  morning  for  Wickford  Junction.  Upon 
the  train  were  also  a large  number  of  Grand  Army 
posts,  and  one  car  contained  almost  100  inmates  of 
the  Soldiers’  Home  at  Bristol,  under  the  charge  of 
Commandant  B.  L.  Hall.  Each  of  these  old  fellows 
had  some  kindly  remembrance  of  the  late  Senator, 
who  was  a member  of  the  board  in  charge  of  their 
institution.  Perhaps  he  never  made  them  a speech, 
but  all  knew  him  as  a personal  friend,  so  all  day  long 
they  trudged  uncomplainingly  in  the  country  roads, 
the  bowed  figures  in  their  ranks  offering  a strong 
tribute  to  the  man  whom  they  were  there  to  honor. 
Among  the  general  officers  of  the  State  on  the  train 
were  Governor  Brown,  Secretary  of  State  Bennett, 
and  Attorney-general  DuBois.  Lieutenant-governor 
Allen  came  up  with  the  delegation  from  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State,  and  the  city  of  Providence 
was  represented  by  IMayor  Olney,  City  Solicitor  Col- 
well, and  dozens  of  others.  Almost  the  entire  Rhode 
Island  Legislature  attended  with  its  officers  and 
attendants,  including  the  Hon.  S.  W.  K.  Allen, 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  Judge  Eugene  F.  War- 
ner and  Col.  Hunter  C.  White,  personal  friends  of 
the  deceased. 

“Ex-Governor  Davis,  Ex-Lieutenant  Governor 
W'ardwell,  and  Ex-Speaker  Owen  were  there,  and  a 
chartered  steamer  conveyed  a large  delegation  from 
Newport  and  the  surrounding  territory.  This  in- 
cluded Senator-Elect  Geo’rge  Peabody  Wetmore, 
Ex-Lieut.-Gov.  IMelville  Bull,  State  Auditor  A.  C. 
Landers.  Col.  John  Hare  Powel,  and  the  senators  and 
representatives  from  the  city  and  near-by  towns. 
Nearly  all  the  town  officers  of  Bristol  were  present. 
Judge  Lee  and  the  Assembly  delegation  came  down 
from  Woonsocket,  and  there  were  scores  of  promi- 
nent citizens  from  every  place  for  miles 
around.  It  was  a remarkable  assemblage  which 
gathered  in  the  quaint  country  village.  Be- 
sides the  men  of  prominence  there  were  the 
hundreds  of  Grand  Army  men  and  Sons  of 
Veterans,  and  the  personal  friends  of  the  deceased. ' 
Rev.  J.  J.  Wooley,  of  Pawtuxet,  had  left  his  pulpit 
to  assist  in  the  obsequies  of  his  friend,  and  Rev. 
Hopkins  B.  Cady  came  from  Newport  to  perform 
a similar  service.  The  Hon.  David  S.  Baker,  a 
life-long  intimate  and  neighbor  of  the  deceased. 
Justice  Tillinghast  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  town 
council  of  North  Kingstown,  and^ — but  why  con- 
tinue? The  list  might  go  on  and  on  almost  inde- 
finitely. 

“The  train  arrived  at  Wickford  Junction  at  ii 
o’clock,  and  a line  w'as  formed  with  Tow'er  Post 
Wteran  Fife  and  Drum  Corps  at  its  head.  A mile 
away  to  the  west  was  the  residence  of  the  dead 
Senator,  the  path  winding  around  through  clearing 
and  woods,  and  under  arching  trees,  whose  foliage 
was  beautiful  as  the  day  itself.  Now'  and  again  there 
came  from  the  forests  the  gentle  notes  of  some  tril- 


ling bird,  as  if  led  by  the  music  of  the  bands  to 
offer  its  owm  sweet  requiem  to  the  man  who  had 
passed  away. 

“Very  tenderly  did  the  bearers  lift  out  the  silk- 
lined  casket  with  its  shroud  of  the  American  flag:, 
and  with  its  ornament  of  honor,  the  Army  sw’ord 
of  the  dead  soldier.  None  knew  him  better  than 
these  men,  for  the  late  Senator  had  chosen  to  be 
informed  wEen  there  was  no  hope  for  his  recovery, 
and  had  selected  those  whom  he  chose  to  perform 
this  last  duty.  In  the  main  they  were  old  soldiers : 
Gen.  Charles  R.  Brayton,  whose  habitual  immo- 
bility of  countenance  offered  to  no  outsider  the  index 
of  his  feelings  at  the  death  of  the  man  wdiom  he 
regarded  as  men  sometimes  do  regard  each  other ; 
Melville  Bull,  his  old  political  friend  and  brother ; 
Capt.  Charles  C.  Gray,  and  Col.  Charles  A.  Wil- 
liams, his  soldier  companions  and  Grand  Army 
comrades ; Henry  C.  Luther,  Philip  S.  Chase,  Col. 
Daniel  R.  Ballou,  Gideon  Spencer,  Edmund  F.  Pren- 
tiss, and  Philip  Money.  These  made  up  the  list. 
They  had  been  more  than  his  friends. 

“In  the  meanwhile,  in  the  village  of  LaFayette, 
a mile  from  the  depot  in  the  opposite  direction,  a 
great  crowd  had  gathered.  There  were  thousands 
before  the  arrival  of  the  funeral  cortege,  and  they 
included  men,  women  and  children.  Inside  the  edi- 
fice the  air  was  redolent  wdth  the  fragrance  of 
flow'ers,  for  the  chancel  was  one  huge  bank  of  ex- 
otics. In  the  center  was  a large  portrait  of  Senator 
Cranston,  heavily  draped  and  flanked  with  the  na- 
tional ensign,  and  the  colors  of  the  Department  of 
Rhode  Island,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.” 

George  Cyrus  Cranston,  son  of  the  late  Sen- 
ator, w'as  born  at  Wickford  Junction,  R.  I.,  June 
25,  1877.  His  schooldays  were  spent  in  the  village 
school  of  LaFayette  and  at  East  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy. He  was  associated  in  business  wdth  his  father 
as  long  as  he  lived,  and  from  1894  to  February, 
1896,  W'as  in  partnership  with  John  H.  Remington, 
and  since  that  time  has  continued  business  alone. 
In  addition  to  a large  undertaking  business  he  is 
extensively  engagech  in  farming,  teaming  and  coal 
business.  One  would  expect  the  son  of  such  a 
father  to  be  public-spirited,  and  it  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising that  he  has  served  as  general  overseer  of 
the  poor  since  he  was  tw'enty-one  years  old.  In 
1902  he  W'as  honored  by  his  tow'nsmen  with  an  elec- 
tion to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  State 
Assembly,  and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  committees  on  Education, 
and  Accounts  and  Claims,  and  has  also  been  chair- 
man of  the  committees  on  Elections  and  on  Educa- 
tion. 

Socially  popular  Mr.  Cranston  is  a member  of 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  5,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  w'hich 
he  is  past  master;  Newport  Chapter,  No.  2;  Wash- 
ington Commanderv,  No.  4;  Palestine  Temple,  Mys- 
tic Shrine ; Beacon  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  the 
Redmen,  of  which  he  is  past  Sachem. 

Mr.  Cranston  married  Miss  IMargaret  L.  Blanch- 
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ard,  of  Adams,  Mass.,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Margaret  Louise,  born  March  10,  1903 ; and  George 
Cyrus,  Jr.,  Aug.  ii,  1905. 

SYLVESTER  BOWEN  HISCOX,  a success- 
ful retired  business  man  and  former  city  official  of 
Central  Falls,  descends  in  direct  line  from  one  of  the 
early  inhabitants  of  Newport,  and  represents  a fam- 
ily continuously  resident  in  Rhode  Island  for  nearly 
two  and  a half  centuries, 

(I)  William  Hiscox,  born  in  1638,  appears  first 
in  Newport  records  in  1671,  when  he  was  made  a 
freeman  of  that  Colony.  In  1702  he  was  a proprie- 
tor in  the  common  lands  and  in  1703-04  was  gen- 
eral treasurer.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Third  or  Sev- 
enth Day  Baptist  Church,  formed  Dec.  23,  1671, 
when  he,  Stephen  IMumford,  Samuel  Hubbard, 
Roger  Baster,  Sister  Hubbard,  Sister  Mumford  and 
Sister  Rachel  Langworthy,  with  others,  entered  into 
a church  covenant  together.  William  Hiscox  and 
his  wife  Rebecca  had  two  children,  Elizabeth  and 
Thomas.  His  death  occurred  IMay  24,  1704,  and  he 
was  buried  in  Newport. 

(II)  Thomas  Hiscox  was  born  in  1686.  As  a 
young  man  he  was  a cordwainer  and  worked  as 
such  in  Newport  and  then  in  Westerly,  R.  1.  Unit- 
ing with  the  church  in  1706,  he  served  as  deacon 
and  as  church  clerk  in  1716,  was  chosen  elder  in 
1719,  confirmed  in  1727,  and  in  1750  was  called  to 
assist  Joseph  Maxson  in  his  pastorate.  He  was 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  after  he  became  a 
freeman  of  Westerly,  in  1709,  served  as  town  treas- 
urer from  1712  to  1722.  He  was  deputy  in  1714, 
1718,  1720,  1726,  1727,  1734,  1736,  1739,  1740  and 
1741.  Thomas  Hiscox  married  twice.  His  first 
wife,  Bethiah,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Bethiah 
(Hubbard)  Clarke,  to  whom  he  was  married  Oct. 
31,  1703,  was  born  April  ii,  1678,  and  died  in  1756. 
His  second  wife  was  Patience,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Beebe.  The  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  were 
born  as  follows;  William,  May  31,  1705  ; Ephraim, 
June  2,  1707;  Edith,  Sept.  6,  1709;  Bethiah;  Mary, 
July  12,  1713;  Thomas,  May  7,  1715;  Joseph,  April 
22,  1717;  and  Hannah,  June  22,  1720. 

(III)  Ephraim  Hiscox  was  married  Oct.  29, 
1733,  to  Abigail  Saunders. 

(IV)  Ephraim  Hiscox  (2)  was  married  Oct. 
21,  1772,  to  Mary  Sisson.  Their  children,  of  Wes- 
terly town  record,  according  to  Arnold,  were : 
Amey,  who  was  born  Feb.  26,  1774,  and  died  March 
5th,  of  that  year;  Abigail  and  Mary,  born  Nov.  10, 
1775;  Ephraim,  April  7,  1778;  Amey  (2),  Dec.  19, 
1780;  Pardon,  April  15,  1783;  John,  June  31,  1786; 
and  Summer,  May  ii,  1789. 

(V)  Pardon  Hiscox  was  born  April  15,  I783> 
in  Westerly.  He  was  a boat-builder  and  for  years 
was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  whaling  vessels. 
He  died  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  March  18,  i860,  aged 
seventy-seven,  and  his  wife  died  there  Nov.  5)  1864, 
aged  more  than  eighty-two  years.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Gibbs,  and  she  was  born  in  New- 


port, Oct.  5,  1782,  the  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Sarah 
Gibbs.  The  children  of  Pardon  and  Sarah  Hiscox 
were:  Pardon,  Jr.,  Elisha  G.,  Martin,  William, 
Edwin  and  Sarah  Ann,  all  now  deceased. 

(VI)  Elisha  G.  Hiscox  was  born  in  Newport 
in  1809,  and  died  in  Central  Falls,  in  1879.  In 
early  life  he  learned  coopering  and  for  a long  time 
was  located  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  where  he  conducted 
on  a large  scale  a shop  for  fitting  out  whaling  ves- 
sels with  casks  for  holding  the  sperm  oil.  His  last 
years  were  spent  in  Central  Falls,  where  he  was  as- 
sociated with  his  son  in  a baking  business.  He  was 
a pronounced  Democrat  of  the  old  school  and  took 
a keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  but  without  any 
desire  for  office.  In  religious  matters  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  temperance.  He  married  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  Capt.  Sylvester  Bowen,,  of  War- 
ren, a master  o’f  vessels  who  made  his  home  in  War- 
ren. Mrs.  Hiscox  died  in  that  town  in  1889,  aged 
seventy-three.  Her  children  were  as  follows : Sa- 
rah A.,  who  married  ihomas  J.  Barton,  a carpen- 
ter and  contractor  of  Warren ; Sylvester  B. ; 
Charles  F.,  who  died  aged  twelve ; and  Clarence  D., 
a baker  of  Central  Falls,  who  married  Mary  E. 
Dawley,  lately  deceased. 

(VH)  Sylvester  Bowen  Hiscox  was  born  in 
Warren  April  30,  1838,  and  was  educated  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  that  town.  When  he 
was  seventeen  he  left  school  and  entered  upon  a 
four  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  baker’s  trade  un- 
der Edwin  Saunders,  in  Warren,  R.  L,  and  after- 
ward followed  that  line  of  work  till  the  war  broke 
out,  being  employed  first  in  Newport,  then  at  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  and  later  in  Hartford,  Conn.  Pie  en- 
listed, Aug.  21,  1862,  in  Company  A,  5th  Rhode 
Island  Heavy  Artillery,  and  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice till  he  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  October,  1865.  At  Newbern,  N.  C.,  ]\Iay  5, 
1864,  Mr.  Hiscox  was  taken  prisoner,  and  confined 
successively  in  Andersonville,  Florence,  and  five 
other  Southern  prisons. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  PIr.  Hiscox 
returned  to  New  England  so  broken  in  health  that 
he  was  incapacitated  for  active  physical  labor  for 
some  time.  He  remained  at  his  home  in  Warren, 
doing  no  regular  active  work  until  1867,  when  he 
went  to  Central  Falls,  and  after  spending  two  years 
in  the  employ  of  David  Bagley.  a baker  there,  he 
opened  a shop  for  himself  at  the  corner  of  High 
and  Cross  streets.  This  was  his  permanent  loca- 
tion, and  thanks  to  his  industrious  habits  and  keen 
business  acumen  he  built  up  a large  and  lucrative 
patronage.  In  September,  1901,  he  sold  out  to 
Herbert  F.  Patt  and  has  since  been  living  retired. 
He  is  known  in  Central  Falls  not  only  as  a success- 
ful business  man,  but  also  as  a conscientious  public 
official,  having  been  chosen  in  1905  bv  the  Repub- 
licans as  a member  of  the  city  council.  As  a man 
he  has  pronounced  likes  and  dislikes,  thinks  inde- 
pendently, and  is  outspoken  and  fearless  in  his  de- 
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fense  of  whatever  he  believes  to  be  right.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a j)rominent  member  of  the  Alasonic  or- 
ganization, belonging  to  Jenks  Lodge,  No.  24,  A. 
I'.  & A.  H..  of  Central  Falls;  Pawtucket  Chapter, 
No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ; and  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery, 
No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  Pawtucket.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Superior  Lodge,  No.  35,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
Ballou  Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R. 

The  first  wife  of  i\Ir.  Hiscox,  to  whom  he  was 
married  March  9,  1859,  passed  away  during  his 
absence  in  the  army.  She  was  iMiss  Fannie  Hoar, 
daughter  of  Lewis  Hoar,  of  W arren,  and  became 
the  mother  of  one  son.  This  son,  Edward  M.  His- 
cox, resides  at  Riverside,  R.  L,  where  he  has  a po- 
sition as  foreman  in  a meat  and  provision  market, 
married  i\Iiss  Kate  Chase,  of  Bristol,  R.  L,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Arthur,  Lila  and  Marion. 
The  second  union  of  Sylvester  B.  Hiscox  occurred 
I\Iay  9,  1867.  when  he  married  Mahala  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Grant,  of  South  Seekonk,  Mass.  They 
have  had  two  children : Clara  G.,  the  elder,  mar- 
ried (first)  iMaurice  E.  WTlls,  of  Providence,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son.  ^laurice  Clifton,  and  (sec- 
ond) Charles  S.  Dawson,  also  of  Providence.  The 
younger  daughter.  Grace  L.  Hiscox,  is  now  Mrs. 
Amos  E.  Barrett,  of  Providence ; she  has  two 
daughters,  iMarion  L.  and  Hazel  Grant. 

Mrs.  Hiscox  is  a memher  of  the  Embury  M.  E. 
Church,  while  Mr.  Hiscox  is  a regular  attendant 
upon  its  services  and  has  served  faithfully  for  sev- 
eral years  as  a member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  He 
has  during  his  life  traveled  extensively  over  his 
own  country  and  has  collected  many  curious  and 
valuable  objects  of  interest. 

SANDERS  (Providence  family).  This  name, 
written  with  and  without  the  “u,”  is  an  old  one  in 
both  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  Martin 
Sanders  with  wife  Rachel,  two  children  and 
servants,  came  to  America  in  the  ship  “Planter” 
in  1635,  settling  in  Braintree,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  the  parents  were  admitted  to  the  church  at 
Boston.  John  Saunders  was  a proprietor  at  Ips- 
wich in  1635.  A John  Saunders  was  a proprietor 
at  Salem  in  1636.  was  at  Marblehead  in  1639,  and 
Deputy  in  1642.  Another  John  Sanders,  husband- 
man, coming  from  Lanford,  Whits.  England,  with 
wife  Sarah  and  servants,  in  the  “Confidence,”  in 
the  spring  of  1638,  was  one  of  three  allowed  to  be- 
gin the  plantation  at  “Merrimack”  (Salisburv)  in 
the  summer  of  that  year.  Then,  there  came  to  the 
W indsor  settlement  on  the  Connecticut  river,  prior 
to  1671,  and  there  appeared  at  Taunton.  Alass., 
Tobias  Saunders,  who  removed  to  Newport.  R. 
L,  in  1643.  was  a freeman  there  in  1655,  and  later 
was  of  Westerly,  R.  L,  where  he  left  a numerous 
posterity. 

Here  at  Providence  have  resided  through  the 
past  century  several  generations  of  the  posterity 
of  one  John  Sanders.  In  a family  Bible  in  the 
possession  of  a descendant  of  John  Sanders  is 


the  entry  of  Gates  Sanders  as  dying  Sept.  23, 
1808.  This  likely  connects  the  family  of  John 
of  Providence  with  that  of  Jesse  Sanders  of  Reho- 
both,  iMass.,  where  appears  a record  of  James, 
born  to  Jesse  and  Molly,  Oct.  8,  1767  (likely  born 
at  Cape  Ann)  ; and  to  a second  wife  of  Jesse, 
Robey:  (Molly,  born  June  6,  1776;  Horatio  Gates, 
born  June  i,  1778,  and  John,  born  June  14,  1780, 
the  latter  likely  in  Swansea. 

John  Sanders  was  a resident  of  Providence, 
where  he  followed  mechanical  pursuits.  He  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  the  old  town  watch  which 
was  then  the  style  of  the  police  force,  and  he  died 
Oct.  28,  1828.  He  married  Sarah  Marble,  who 
died  Dec.  24,  1840,  and  they  had  a family  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  over  sixty  years 
of  age,  as  follows : John,  who  married  Eliza  Cole, 
was  a ship  builder  and  resided  in  Providence, 
where  he  died;  Richard;  Benjamin,  a tailor  and 
music  teacher,  and  Joseph,  a patternmaker,  were 
twins,  and  the  latter  married  Sarah  Burlingame ; 
Jamse  W.  was  twice  married,  and  his  second 
wife,  Phebe  B.  Wardwell,  survives  him  and  re- 
sides on  Eriendship  street,  Providence,  where  he 
for  forty-eight  years  was  a member  of  the  police 
force,  and  its  captain  for  many  years ; Abby  married 
Henry  Luther ; Mary  married  William  Swarts ; 
Sarah  Ann  married  Capt.  Benjamin  Chaffee,  a 
sea-faring  man  who  was  lost  at  sea  off  the  coast  of 
Elorida,  and  she  married  (second)  Dexter  Hop- 
kins : and  Robey  married  John  Perkins,  a carpen- 
ter, who  survives  her  and  resides  in  Providence 
at  an  advanced  age. 

Ricii.ard  Sanders,  who  was  one  of  the  well 
known  and  leading  men  of  Providence  in  his  day, 
was  born  in  that  city  May  3,  1810,  and  there  his 
entire  life  was  spent.  Early  in  life  he  engaged 
in  the  tobacco  business,  and  later  was  associated 
with  William  xA..  Howard  in  the  wholesale  and 
retail  tobacco  business  on  High  street,  the  firm 
later  becoming  Sanders,  Grant  & Co.;  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  was  Henry  Grant,  a son-in- 
law  of  (Mr.  Howard,  while  the  firm  also  included 
Nathaniel  Cheney.  They  continued  in  business 
for  some  years,  after  which  Mr.  Sanders  retired 
from  the  business,  which  was  continued  by  the  part- 
ners. For  a time  previous  to  his  death  Mr.  San- 
ders was  a foreman  for  the  firm  of  W.  S.  Huntoon 
& Sons,  who  carried  on  a cigar  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. (Mr.  Sanders  was  a successful  business  man 
and  acquired  a handsome  competency.  He  was  a 
self-made  man.  his  sole  capital  at  the  start  being 
his  native  ability,  his  energy  and  a determination 
to  succeed.  He  was  one  of  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  his  locality  and  was  a contem- 
l)orary  of  such  well  known  men  of  half  a century 
ago  as  “Squire”  Robert  Knight.  Duty  Greene.  (Ma- 
jor James  Dean  and  others.  He  was  a director  in 
the  High  Street  Bank,  and  well  known  in  financial 
circles  of  the  city.  His  religious  connection  was 
with  the  L’niversalist  Church,  and  he  was  a liberal 
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contributor  to  its  support.  At  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a member  of  the  building  committee  that 
erected  the  present  church  edifice.  He  was  a repre- 
sentative from  Providence  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1859,  1866,  1867,  and  was  a member  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  28,  1868. 
On  the  death  of  Mr.  Sanders  the  Providence 
Journal  said  editorially : “ * >i<  ^ 

Sanders  was  a Representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, from  this  city.  He  was  an  estimable  man 
in  every  relation  of  life,  and  his  sudden  departure 
will  be  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  It  is  under- 
stood that  his  death  will  be  announced  with  ap- 
propriate remarks  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
toynorrow.” 

On  the  convening  of  the  House  just  referred 
to,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Slanders,  ap- 
propriate resolutions  were  presented  and  passed, 
and  suitable  speeches  were  made  by  various  mem- 
bers. The  resolutions  and  extracts  from  the 
speeches  of  some  of  the  members,  including  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  follow : 

“Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  late  as- 
sociate, we  mourn  the  decease  of  a sound,  prudent 
and  useful  legislator,  an  honorable  and  upright 
man,  a genial  and  constant  friend,  and  that  by  his 
decease  the  councils  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the 
circle  of  his  friends,  and  his  own  household,  have 
sustained  a great  and  painful  bereavement. 

“Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  our  heartfelt  condolence  in  their  affliction, 
and  that  the  clerk  of  the  House  is  hereby  directed 
to  transmit  to  them  a copy  of  these  resolutions.” 

Mr.  Gardiner : “The  resolutions,  it  seems  to 
me,  are  eminently  fitted  to  express  what  ought  to 
be  said  on  this  occasion,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  ought,  as  a body,  to  take  proper  notice  of  it. 
The  deceased  was  not,  in  the  popular  sense,  a talk- 
ing man ; but  as  a legislator  he  was  one  that  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  his  constituents  and  whose 
counsels  were  eagerly  sought  by  his  colleagues. 
As  a man  he  had  the  esteem  of  the  community  and 
of  a large  circle  of  warm  and  true-hearted  friends ; 
and  as  a father  and  protector  of  a domestic  house- 
hold, none  who  knew  him  can  doubt  that  he  was 
anything  that  any  parent  could  be.” 

]\lr.  Calwell,  Jr.:  “I  did  not  know  Mr.  San- 
ders intimately,  my  acquaintance  with  him  in  this 
House  was  only  brief,  but,  sir,  I have  known  him 
from  my  boyhood  as  one  of  our  citizens,  who  had 
taken  a more  or  less  active  part  in  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  that  are  imposed  upon  us.  He  was 
not  a man  who-  sought  the  battle  of  business.  He 
rather  preferred  a secluded  life.  He  was  a quiet, 
unobtrusive  man.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  he  was  well 
known  as  a man,  who  when  called  upon,  always 
discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  faith- 
fully and  satisfactorily,  and  it  is  a trifling  circum- 
stance, but  one  that  has  great  significance,  that  in 
the  choice  of  those  who  shall  represent  the  people 
of  the  State  in  our  Assembly,  his  name  stood 
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foremost.  I have  looked  upon  him  as  one  of  the 
men  who  after  all,  by  the  blamelessness  which 
they  maintain,  and  by  the  force  of  their  character, 
constitute  the  real  and  substantial  worth  of  every 
community.  To  say  a man  who  has  nearly  attained 
the  ripe  age  of  three  score  years,  that  he  has 
borne  an  unsullied  reputation  among  the  people 
with  whom  he  has  lived  all  his  days,  is  to  say  that 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  and  temptations  of  life, 
he  has  so  built  up  his  character,  that  when  we 
come  to  pass  judgment  upon  it,  we  must  pro- 
nounce it  good.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  the  achiev- 
ing of  a greatness  above  all  other  greatness.  There 
are  men  among  us  of  great  talent  and  endow- 
ments, of  great  acumen  and  great  endowments, 
but  these  may  all  exist  without  solid  worth  of  char- 
acter. Character  is  something  which  is  a part  of 
one’s  own  soul,  and  cannot  be  separated  from  him 
here  or  hereafter.  Such  qualities  as  iMr.  Sanders 
possessed  are  the  real  jewels  of  this  life,  and  I 
believe  also  of  the  life  to  come.” 

Mr.  Speaker  Van  Zandt:  “Gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Representatives:  Before  these  resolu- 
tions are  adopted,  it  is  decorous  and  proper  that 
1 should  add  a few  words  to  what  has  already 
been  said  relative  to  our  departed  friend.  I have 
known  him  long.  Years  ago,  when  I was  clerk 
of  this  body,  he  was  a member.  Ten  vears  ago, 
when  I occupied  the  seat  I now  fill,  he  was  again 
a member.  I knew  him  as  an  honest  man,  with  a 
sound  mind  and  a sound  body,  with  excellent  prac- 
tical common  sense,  and  unprejudiced  judgment. 
W e miss  him  to-day — we  shall  miss  him  for  a long 
time  to  come ; his  seat  is  vacant  forever.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  few  truthful  words  of  appreciation 
and  praise  to  which  we  have  listened,  have  been 
uttered  in  compliance  with  what  is  a sad  but  beauti- 
ful custom.  It  is  like  strewing  flowers  over  the 
ground  that  covers  the  dead.  They  last,  indeed, 
but  for  a little  time.  The  frost  withers  them  and 
the  night  winds  blow  them  away.  But,  briefly 
as  they  remain,  it  is  right  and  proper  that  this 
tribute  should  be  paid.  It  has  always  appeared  to 
me,  gentlemen,  when  we  are  thus  assembled,  as 
we  were  but  one  family.  Very  kindly  and  tender 
relations  spring  up  among  us  during  these  long 
January  sessions ; and  when  one  member  is  taken 
away  it  is  as  though  one  of  the  family  were  gone. 
It  is  something  more  than  a public  bereavement — 
it  becomes  almost  a personal  one.” 

Hon.  Richard  Sanders  married  Almira  IM., 
daughter  of  James  S.  and  Eleanor  Ryder  (Snow) 
Hall ; she  died  Oct.  22,  1862,  aged  forty-one  years. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  James  H..  born  Dec. 
5,  1837,  died  Oct.  9,  1838.  (2)  Richard  Marble, 

born  Mav  9,  1839,  in  Providence,  graduated  at  the 
High  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  entered  the  Bank  of  North 
America  as  a clerk,  rising  to  the  position  of  teller, 
which  he  held  until  about  one  year  previous  to  hit 
death,  Dec.  18,  1890,  when  on  account  of  poor 
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health  he  resigned.  He  married  Susan  G.  Will)ur, 
who  survives  him,  and  they  had  one  son,  Arthur 
W.,  who  married  Clara  C.  Burroughs,  and  has  one 
son,  Richard  A.,  a student  at  Brown  University. 
(3)  Albert  Lippitt  was  born  April  7,  1841.  (4) 

Anna  G.,  born  i\lay  27,  1843,  married  Cutting  S. 
Calef,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Calef  Bros.,  who 
died  Sept.  12,  1882,  aged  forty-six  years;  she 
passed  away  in  Providence,  where  they  had  re- 
sided. in  1877.  (5)  Emma,  born  Sept.  26,  1846, 

married  George  C.  Calef,  of  the  firm  of  Calef 
Bros.,  who  died  Feb.  15,  1897,  aged  fifty-nine  years, 
his  widow  surviving  him  and  residing  in  Provi- 
dence. (6)  Rebecca  Gage,  born  Aug.  27,  1849, 
is  unmaTi'i^  and  resides  in  Providence. 

Albert  Lippitt  S.vxders,  son  of  Hon  Richard 
and  Almira  ]\I.,  was  born  April  7,  i8-j.i,  in  Provi- 
dence, and  graduated  from  the  Providence  High 
school.  Soon  thereafter  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  where  he  remained  for 
about  five  years,  and  then,  in  company  with  Silas 
Beatty  Whitford,  under  the  firm  name  of  Whit- 
ford  & Sanders,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
business  on  Exchange  street.  This  style  of  firm 
name  continued  until  William  E.  Whitford,  a son 
of  Silas  B..  was  admitted,  when  the  firm  became 
Whitford,  Sanders  & Co.  Subsequently  Asel  P. 
Bartlett  became  a partner.’  and  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  Sanders,  Whitford  & Bartlett,  and  so 
continued  until  Hr.  Sanders  withdrew  from  the 
firm  because  of  poor  health.  He  then  spent  several 
years  in  travel  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  spending  much  time  in  France.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  French  language,  which 
he  studied  and  mastered.  i\Ir.  Sanders  died  iMay 
21,  1893.  He  was  a director  for  many  years  of 
the  H'estminster  Bank,  and  was  socially  connected 
with  the  H’est  Side  Club.  He  was  identified  with 
Grace  Episcojial  Church.  On  Sept.  5,  1864,  he 
married  Lucie  A.  Brownell,  of  Providence,  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  and  Hary  (Brownell)  Brownell,  and 
she  resides  in  Providence.  Hr.  and  Hrs.  Sanders 
were  the  parents  of  three  children ; Albert  B., 
born  June  13,  1866,  died  Aug.  22,  1884;  Richard 
Calef,  born  Jan.  6,  18C8;  and  Almira,  born  June 
7,  1875,  Aug.  18,  1876. 

Richard  Calef  S.vxders,  son  of  Albert  L.  and 
Lucie  A.,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  which  he 
left  at  an  early  age,  taking  up  a mercantile  career 
by  entering  the  establishment  of  which  his  father 
was  a partner.  He  remained  there  eight  years,  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  travel  with  his  parents. 
After  his  return  to  Providence  he  was  for  a time 
connected  with  William  H.  Hall,  the  well  known 
insurance  and  real  estate  broker,  who  was  an  uncle 
of  his  father.  From  boyhood  Hr.  Sanders  dis- 
played an  aptitude  and  talent  for  drawing,  and  by 
study  he  became  a skilled  architect,  which  has  been 
his  business  for  a number  of  years,  he  also  dealing 
in  real  estate. 


i\Ir.  Sanders  married  iMary  C.  Rogers,  a native 
of  LTica,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Charles  D.  Rogers, 
and  they  have  had  two  children : iMarguerite 
Rogers,  born  Jan.  24,  1890;  and  Charles  Deak 
Rogers,  born  Jan.  21,  1893,  died  iMay  25,  1895. 
i\Ir.  Sanders  is  a member  of  Rising  Sun  Lodge, 
No.  30,  A.  F.  & A.  iM.,  at  East  Providence ; and 
Providence  Chapter,  No.  i,  R.  A. 

NICHOLAS  BROWN  YOUNG,  a son  of  the 
late  Edward  R.  Young  and  Amanda  Kinnicutt 
(Coggeshall)  Young,  and  a very  well-known  mer- 
chant in  Providence  years  ago,  was  born  IMay  28, 
1839,  and  died  June  27,  1902. 

In  his  early  manhood  iMr.  Young  was  employed 
as  a salesman  by  Young  & Lyon,  wholesale  grocers 
on  North  Hain  street,  leaving  their  employ  to  go 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  George  F.  Young, 
upon  the  retirement  of  Hr.  Olney  from  the  firm  of 
Young  & Olney,  tobacco  dealers.  This  occurred  in 
1872,  after  which  time  the  firm  was  known  as 
George  F.  Young  & Co.,  until  1876,  when  it  be- 
came George  F.  Young  & Brother.  Hr.  Young  was 
a prominent  member  of  the  Pomham  and  West  Side 
Clubs,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew 
him,  especially  by  his  clerks  and  those  who  associ- 
ated with  him.  He  was  a Veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
having  served  as  a member  of  the  ist  R.  I.  V.  1. 
In  political  matters  Hr.  Young  was  a Republican. 
He  was  married  (first)  to  Cliarlotte  Amelia  Sher- 
man, daughter  of  George  and  Lydia  (Sawyer)  Sher- 
man, of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  to  them  came  one  son, 
Rogers  Gano,  born  July  18,  1865.  ^Ls.  Young  died 
]\Iarch  3,  1892,  and  on  Oct.  14,  1896,  i\Ir.  Young 
married  (second)  Ella  F.  Briggs,  daughter  of  Jer- 
emiah and  Desire  Jane  (Gardiner)  Briggs. 

The  firm  of  George  F.  Young  & 
Brother,  the  principal  establishment  in  Prov- 
idence, and  the  oldest  and  largest  in  New 
England,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail handling  of  cigars,  tobaccos  and  smokers’ 
goods  in  general,  is  located  at  Nos.  127  and  129 
Westminster  street.  This  house  has  been  in  exist- 
ence for  nearly  a half  century,  and  commands  a 
trade  extending  to  all  sections  of  the  LHited  States. 
The  enterprise  was  founded  in  1858  by  Mr.  J.  Cur- 
tis, who  was  succeeded  by  Hr.  L.  Kingsley.  Later 
on  the  firm  of  Kingsley  & Smith  was  organized,  and 
was  followed  by  Smith  & Young,  Young  & Olney, 
George  F.  Young  & Co.,  and  in  1876  by  the  co- 
partners George  F.  Young  & Brother,  consisting  of 
George  F.  and  Nicholas  B.  Young,  and  now  suc- 
ceeded by  the  only  son  of  the  latter,  Rogers  Gano 
Young.  The  business  premises  occupied  cotnprise 
a store  and  basement,  the  largest  business  room  in 
Butler  Exchange.  The  salesroom  is  tastefully  and 
systematically  arranged  and  contains  a large  stock 
of  the  choicest  cigars,  tobaccos,  pipes,  snufifs  and 
smokers’  articles  of  every  variety,  both  of  foreign 
and  domestic  manufacture.  A corps  of  thirteen 
salesmen  in  the  home  store,  and  five  traveling  sales- 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1343 


men,  are  employed.  The  long-established  influential 
connections  of  the  house  are  such  that  it  is  enabled 
to  offer  special  inducements  in  prices,  and  all  orders 
are  promptly  filled  in  a manner  guaranteed  to  in- 
sure satisfaction. 

Rogers  Gang  Young,  son  of  the  late  Nicholas 
Brown  and  Charlotte  Amelia  (Sherman)  Young, 
was  born  July  18,  1865.  He  attended  Miss  Susan 
Sawyer’s  private  school,  the  Thayer  Street  gram- 
mar school,  the  high  school  and  the  Merrick  and 
Emery  Lyon  private  school,  which  subsequently  be- 
came the  University  School  in  Providence.  In  1883, 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  entered  the  business 
of  George  F.  Young  & Brother,  and  upon  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  George  F.  Youi)g,  Rogers  G.  and  his 
father,  Nicholas  B.,  succeeded  to  the  business.  In 
1902,  when  the  latter  died,  Rogers  G.  was  left  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Young  is  a thirty-second-degree  Mason,  be- 
ing a member  of  What  Cheer  Lodge,  Providence 
Chapter,  Providence  Council,  Calvary  Commandery 
(of  which  he  is  past  commander),  and  Palestine 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Pomham  Club,  of  the  “D.  O.”  Club,  and  of 
Providence  Lodge,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

In  April,  1894,  Mr.  Young  married  Miss  Harriet 
Jenckes  Goff,  daughter  of  James  C.  and  Carrie 
(Lyon)  Goff,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union:  Caroline  Hobert,  Rogers  Cano,  Jr., 
Nicholas  Brown  and  James  Carleton.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Young  are  members  of  the  Union  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  he  has  been  treasurer.  The  family  home, 
at  No.  73  Manning  street,  corner  of  Governor,  was 
erected  by  Nicholas  B.  Young. 

CROMBE.  One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  was  Daniel  Crumb.  Tradition  says  he 
came  from  Scotland  and  settled  on  Crumb’s  Neck, 
in  Westerly.  Another  tradition  is  that  his  family 
can  be  traced  back  to  Cromwell’s  time ; and  still 
another,  that  a Crump,  in  Cromwell’s  army,  was  the 
progenitor,  and  that  the  Crumps  and  Crumbs  were 
one  race.  The  name  has  been  and  still  is  variously 
spelled — Crumble,  Crumble,  Crume  and  Crumb ; 
and  in  New  York  State,  where  Dutch  spelling  pre- 
vails— Krom,  Krum,  Krumme,  etc.  At  the  present 
time  the  Wickford,  R.  I.,  branch  spell  the  name 
Crombe ; southern  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 
branches.  Crumb;  and  the  western  branches  Crum 
and  Krom. 

The  earliest  record  of  Daniel  Crumb  yet  found 
is  in  the  Rhode  Island  Colonial  Records,  Oct.  28, 
1668,  giving  “The  names  of  such  as  inhabit  Mis- 
quamicut,  who  have  formerly  presented  their  names 
to  be  made  free  of  this  Colony,  doe  now  again  pre- 
sent them  to  this  Assembly  and  are  admitted.” 
Daniel  Crumb’s  name  stands  sixth  in  the  list.  He 
must  have  been  a landholder  at  that  time,  and  in 
1669  he  drew  lot  23  at  the  town  meeting  in  Wes- 
terly. On  ]\Iay  17,  1671,  with'  twenty-four  others 
he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  and  the 


Colony  of  Rhode  Island.  On  April  6,  1675,  he  was 
married  by  Thomas  Harris,  to  Sarah  Harris,  who 
died  Nov.  7,  1676.  He  married  (second)  Rachel 
Roberts,  who  died  about  1682,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren : William ; a daughter  that  married  Edward 
Austin;  and  Daniel.  In  1683  married  (third) 
Alice,  widow  of  Richard  Haughton.  Daniel  Crumb 
was  one  of  the  Connecticut  volunteers  in  King 
Philip’s  war,  his  name  being  the  103d  on  the  roll 
of  enlistment ; and  as  a reward  for  his  services  he 
received  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  about 
thirty-five  acres  in  Voluntown,  drawing  lot  iii. 
On  Dec.  2,  1699,  Governor  Cranston  issued  a war- 
rant for  the  arrest  of  fourteen  inhabitants  of  Wes- 
terly, among  them  Daniel  Crumb,  “for  remon- 
strating under  their  hands  against  the  choosing  of 
rate  makers  according  to  an  Assembly  Act  at  War- 
wick, Oct.  25,  1699.”  This  was  said  to  be  high 
contempt  against  His  ^Majesty’s  authority  in  the 
Colony.  Whether  tne  men  were  ever  arrested  or 
not  the  records  do  not  show.  On  April  13,  1713, 
the  town  council  of  Westerlv  met  at  Isaac  Thomp- 
son’s. It  was  reported  to  them  that  Daniel  Crumb 
had  died  intestate,  and  the  council,  according  to 
Colonial  law,  proceeded  to  make  a will  for  him, 
with  his  son  William  as  executor.  The  estate  in- 
ventoried £35  9s  6d. 

William  Crumb,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  be- 
tween August,  1677,  and  March,  1688.  He  was 
made  a freeman  of  the  Colony  at  a town  meeting 
held  at  Roger  Larkin’s  house  March  4,  1699.  His 
first  wife,  Mercy,  was  living  in  1724,  when  a deed 
was  signed  by  her.  She  was  an  original  member  of 
the  First  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  at  Hopkin- 
ton,  being  recorded  there  in  1712  and  1718.  She 
had  died  before  the  next  record  was  made  in  1740. 
The  will  of  William  Crumb,  made  on  July  6,  1741, 
mentions  the  following  children  by  the  first  wife : 
Joseph,  Rachel,  William,  IMercy,  Jemima  and  Eliza- 
beth. In  1710  or  1711  he  was  a purchaser  in  the 
Lewis  and  Maxson  purchase  in  Hopkinton ; the 
first  purchase  giving  each  one  about  150  acres,  and 
the  second  about  225  acres.  He  married  (second) 
Hannah,  youngest  daughter  of  Daniel  Lewis.  She 
was  born  about  1703,  and  was  a member  of  the  First 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  in  1740.  Her  sons 
were:  Daniel,  born  Aug.  19,  1737;  and  Samuel, 
Nov.  9,  1740.  Hannah  (Lewis)  Crumb  married  for 
her  second  husband,  Stephen  Hall. 

William  Crumb,  Jr.,  born  early  in  1700,  was  ad- 
mitted a freeman  April  30,  1751.  He  married 
(first)  Jerusha  Edwards,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ed- 
wards. 

Simeon  Crumb,  son  of  William,  married,  Jan. 
23,  1783,  Harriet,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pendleton. 
Their  children  were:  Nancy,  born  Sept.  15,  1783; 
Fanny,  born  Dec.  25,  1784;  Elsie  (or  Alice),  born 
Aug.  24,  1786,  married.  May  ii,  1811,  Joshua  Sis- 
son; Simeon,  born  March  22,  1788;  Rhoda,  born 
April  II,  1790,  married  a Thompson;  Prudence, 
born  Feb.  25,  1792;  Betsey,  born  April  13,  1795; 
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rhincas,  born  Feb.  17,  1797,  married  (first)  a Hous- 
ton, and  (second)  Nancy  Chapman,  and  Charles, 
born  Nov.  12,  1798. 

Charles  Crumb,  son  of  Simeon,  born  Nov.  12, 
1798,  engaged  in  farming  at  Westerly,  R.  L,  and 
died  there  about  1838.  On  April  25,  1822,  he  mar- 
ried Susannah  Hiscox,  Elder  Jesse  Babcock  per- 
forming the  ceremony.  Ihe  children  born  of  this 
union  were:  Charles  T.,  born  Jan.  12,  1824; 
Alonzo  F.,  in  November,  1826;  Edwin  M.,  July  23, 
1829  (married  Sarah  Thurston)  ; and  Eliza  iSl. 
(twin  to  Edwin  iM.),  July  23,  1829  (married  Capt. 
George  H.  T.  Cole). 

Ch.vkles  T.  Ckombe,  son  of  Charles,  was  born 
Jan.  12,  1824,  and  died  April  18,  1903.  He  was  the 
first  to  spell  the  name  Crombe.  At  the  early  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  began  a sea-faring  life  at  Boston, 
on  whaling  vessels,  and  before  he  was  nineteen  had 
been  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  He  was  on  the 
schooner  “Lucy  Emeline,”  a packet  running  to 
Providence,  and  was  on  vessels  engaged  in  the 
West  Indian  trade.  In  1849,  like  ‘many  others,  he 
had  the  “gold  fever,”  and  went  to  California  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus,  and  for  nineteen  months  engaged 
in  boating  at  San  Francisco.  Returning  to  Rhode 
Island,  for  ten  years  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  care 
of  his  uncle,  Daniel  Hiscox,  who  resided  at  Ham- 
ilton, R.  I.  I'or  several  years,  also,  he  was  agent 
at  the  railroad  station  at  Wickford.  In  his  polit- 
ical principles  he  was  a Democrat,  and  as  such  was 
active  in  public  matters.  He  served  as  councilman, 
president  of  the  town  council,  and  as  representative 
in  the  State  Legislature  from  North  Kingstown. 
For  the  long  period  of  eleven  years  he  was  the 
town  clerk  of  North  Kingstown,  and  was  a faithful 
and  efficient  officer  of  the  town.  He  was  a charter 
member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  5,  A.  F. 
& A.  M. 

On  Oct.  28,  1850,  at  French  town.  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  i\Ir.  Crombe  was  married  to  Clariet  N. 
Bailey,  who  was  born  iVIarch  19,  1830.  To  bless 
this  union  came  two  children:  Carrie  L.,  born  Oct. 
7,  1858;  and  ^Mary  E.,  born  April  18,  1862,  who 
was  married,  CIct.  24,  1892,  to  Joseph  Freeborn 
Sealy,  and  has  one  daughter,  Charlotte  Freeborn, 
born  May  29,  1902. 

Alonzo  F.  Crumb,  second  son  of  Charles  and 
Susannah  (Hiscox)  Crumb,  was  born  in  November, 
1826.  He  married,  Feb.  7,  1856.  Lucinda  \Mielchel, 
and  they  had  six  children : Ellen  Melissa,  born 
Aug.  31,  1857  (died  Nov.  25,  1887)  : Susan  Ida. 
July  8,  1859:  Alonzo  F.,  Oct.  15,  1863  (deceased)  ; 
Lular  Georgia,  July  7.  1863  : Adah  I'rances.  Feb. 
II,  1868  (died  Oct.  2.  1900)  ; and  Charles  Edwin, 
Oct.  25,  1876. 

Eliza  M.  Crumb,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Su- 
sannah (Hiscox)  Crumb,  born  July  23,  i82().  mar- 
ried Sept.  18,  1848,  Capt.  George  1 1.  T.  Cole,  of 
Wickford.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Hutchingson 
Alonzo,  born  Jan.  4,  1852,  died  Aug.  8,  1852.  (2) 

Walter  Leslie,  born  Dec.  28,  1856,  is  an  engineer  on 


the  government  boat  “Cora,”  and  resides  at  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.  He  married  Jeannette  L.  Warner,  and 
has  one  child,  iMarion  Shirley.  (3)  A son,  born  June 
10,  1862,  died  June  ii,  1862.  (4)  Ernest  Lincoln, 

born  Oct.  18,  1865,  is  assistant  superintendent 
of  construction  of  the  Lore  River  Engine  Company, 
and  resides  at  East  Braintree,  Mass.  He  married 
Minnie  Van  Wagner,  and  has  four  children : Stan- 
ley Hiscox,  Leslie  Arthur,  Raymond  and  George. 
( 5)  Charles  Edwin,  born  March  6,  1868,  died  March 
2,  1870.  (6)  Arthur  Elmer,  born  Aug.  21,  1870,  is 
a marine  engineer.  He  married  Mary  Lynch,  and 
had  one  daughter,  Gladys  M.,  now  deceased. 

BENJAMIN  E.  TANNER,  one  of  Newport’s 
representative  business  men,  a leading  contractor 
and  builder  of  that  city,  is  a member  of  one  of  New 
England’s  oldest  settled  families.  He  was  born 
May  II,  1851,  in  Newport,  son  of  Francis  E.  and 
Lucy  A.  (Dawley)  Tanner. 

(I)  William  Tanner,  the  first  of  the  Tanner 
family  of  whom  any  data  can  be  had,  first  appears 
o nthe  Rhode  Island  records  in  1682,  and  was 
probably  born  between  1660-1665,  and  died  after 
1735.  He  was  one  of  the  constituent  members  of 
the  original  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  of  West- 
erly. now  Hopkinton,  and  the  records  show  that  he 
paid  Governor  Andre’s  tax  in  1687,  bought  land 
in  1693,  on  which  he  was  buried,  and  was  a man 
of  influence  .and  deep  religious  convictions.  He 
is  thought  to  have  come  from  the  west  of  England, 
and  to  have  been  a “yeoman”  or  “planter.”  He 
was  admitted  a freeman  in  South  Kingstown.  By 
his  third  wife,  Elizabeth  Cottrell,  he  had  a son 

(H)  Erancis  Tanner,  born  in  South  Kings- 
town, R.  I.,  July  3,  1708,  who  died  Jan.  3,  1777. 
Francis  Tanner  married  (first)  Feb.  6,  1728,  Mary 
Tosh,  of  Newport,  who  died  Nov.  10,  1745.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth  Sheldon,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Sheldon,  of  South  Kingstown.  She 
was  born  Nov.  8,  1713,  and  died  in  1801,  her  will 
being  proved  April  6th  of  that  year.  Erancis  Tan- 
ner was  admitted  a freeman  in  South  Kingstown 
in  1753,  was  a justice  in  1762-65,  purchased  1,225 
acres  in  Hopkinton,  and  held  a commission  as  jus- 
tice from  Governor  Wanton  in  1770.  His  family 
consisted  of  seven  children. 

(Ill)  Josias  Tanner,  one  of  the  children  of 
Francis  Tanner  by  his  first  wife,  was  born  June 
10,  1734.  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  He  married 
(first)  Dec.  5,  1754.  Anne  Blackman,  who  died 
iMay  17.  1768.  i\Ir.  Tanner’s  second  marriage  was 
to  Phebe  Brownell,  born  July  17,  1769,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Brownell.  Thomas  Browmell  was  a son 
of  George  and  iMary  (Thurston)  Brownell,  grand- 
son of  Thomas  and  ]\Iary  ( Pearce)  Brownell,  and 
great-grandson  of  Thomas  and  Anna  Brownell. 
It  is  thought  that  the  Brownells  first  lived  on  the 
“Island  of  Rhode  Island.”  Josias  Tanner  was  a 
farmer  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  of  which  he 
was  admitted  a freeman  in  1757;  was  ensign  under 
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Capt.  Nicholas  Gardner  in  the  2d  Continental 
Company;  served  as  private  in  the  ist  Battalion, 
Rhode  Island  troops,  Colonel  Green  commanding’. 
United  States  service,  June  ist  to  July  ist,  1778, 
Colonel  Arnold’s  detachment.  [Records  of  Rhode 
Island  Revolutionary  Soldiers,  Historical  Society, 
Providence  and  Newport.]  Josias  Tanner  had 
these  children  by  his  first  wife:  Elizabeth,  born 
Sept.  15,  1755;  Hannah,  born  April  29,  1758; 
and  Josias,  Jr.,  born  May  30,  1763.  The  children 
born  to  Josias  Tanner  and  his  second  wife  were: 
Anne,  born  Aug.  3,  1770;  Mary,  March  23,  1772; 
Phebe,  May  ii,  1775;  Dorcas,  March  18,  1778; 
Thomas  Brownell,  May  28,  1780;  Susanna,  Jan. 

27,  1783;  Francis  W.,  July  7,  1785;  Amy,  Dec. 
22,  1788;  Lucy,  March  19,  1792;  and  Joseph 
Blackman,  Sept.  24,  1794. 

(IV) ‘  Thomas  Brownell  Tanner,  born  May 

28,  1780,  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  died  March 
18,  1854,  in  Narragansett.  He  followed  farming 
all  of  his  life.  About  1800  he  married  Hannah 
Boss,  daughter  of  Peter  Boss,  Sr.,  and  Hannah 
Boss,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  IMartha 
( Spencer)  Boss.  They  had  these  children  : John 
B.,  born  Feb.  28,  1801  ; Edmund  Johnson,  born 
Aug.  28,  1802,  who  died  Sept.  6,  1828;  Francis  E., 
born  April  21,  1805;  Desire  Boss,  born  Feb.  20, 
1807;  and  Mary  Hubbard,  born  Oct.  17,  1808. 

(V)  Francis  Ezekiel  Tanner,  the  father  of 
Benjamin  F.  Tanner,  was  born  April  21,  1805, 
in  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  and  died  Sept.  2,  1854, 
in  Newport.  He  was  a drayman  and  teamster, 
and  also  followed  farming.  Coming  to  Newport 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he  resided  there 
the  rest  of  his  life.  In  political  sentiment  he  was 
a Whig  and  a Republican.  In  religious  matters  he 
was  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  mar- 
ried, in  1827,  Lucy  A.  Dawley,  of  Newport,  daugh- 
ter of  Sprague  and  Lucy  (Whitman)  Dawley,  and 
she  died  in  Newport  in  1887,  aged  seventy-eight 
years.  They  had  the  following  named  children : 
Phebe  Frances  married  Isaac  Austin,  a carpenter 
and  builder  of  Holdrege,  Neb.,  of  which  city  he  has 
been  mayor;  Desire  Boss  married  Benjamin 
Nichols,  now  a retired  steamboat  officer  of  New- 
port; Mary  Hubbard  married  IMindred  Ingraham, 
of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  both  are  deceased;  Sarah 
married  (first)  Henry  Lindol,  of  Providence,  and 
(second)  James  Brownell,  of  Adamsville,  Mass.; 
Amelia  J.,  unmarried,  is  a resident  of  Newport ; 
Thomas  B.,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam,  was  a corporal,  and  had  enlisted  from  New- 
port in  the  4th  Rhode  Island  Infantry ; Edward 
J.,  a resident  of  Newport,  wh  1 is  connected  with 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  rail- 
road, married  Abbie  Barker,  of  Newport ; Gert- 
rude W.  died  at  the  age  of  sixtem  years  ; Benja- 
min F.  is  mentioned  further  on ; Frederick  A., 
carpenter  foreman  ^f or  Benjamin  F.  and  a resident 
of  Newport,  married  Jennie  Barker,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. 


(\T)  Benjamin  F.  Tanner  received  a common 
school  education  and  also  attended  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton’s Commercial  College,  at  Providence,  graduat- 
ing in  1868.  He  then  became  bookkeeper  for  W’il- 
liam  Sherman  & Co.,  in  the  dry  goods  business, 
and  after  several  years’  employment  as  such  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade  with 
Cranston  & Burdick,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
thirteen  years  in  all.  In  1880  he  established  him- 
self in  the  contracting  and  building  business,  and 
among  the  many  buildings  constructed  by  him  may 
be  mentioned : “Belmead,”  George  S.  Scott’s 
residence  on  Bellevue  avenue ; Oliver  G.  Jennings’s, 
on  the  same  avenue;  Richard  M.  Matteson’s,  on 
Bath  road;  William  M.  Franklin’s,  on  Cliff  ave- 
nue; W.  A.  Neilson’s,  on  Ocean  Drive;  William  B. 
Scott’s  block,  on  Broadway.  Mr.  Tanner  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  chosen  work.  In  1895  he 
erected  his  present  home  at  No.  38  Rhode  Island 
avenue. 

Mr.  Tanner  is  a director  of  the  Newport 
Realty  Company,  of  which  he  was  an  original  in- 
corporator; a director  of  the  Builders’  and  Mer- 
chants’ Association ; president  of  the  Builders’  As- 
sociation, of  Newport;  a member  of  the  Newport 
Horticultural  Society,  the  Newport  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  the  Natural  History  Society ; is  connected 
with  the  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren  Post  Associates,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Association 
during  its  existence.  Mr.  Tanner  is  vice-president 
and  a member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Citizens’  Association  of  Newport.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a member  of  the  hdrst  Baptist  Church, 
served  on  the  church  committee,  and  was  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  several 
years.  In  politics  a Republican,  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  city  affairs  and  has  ever 
shown  a willingness  to  assist  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  Newport.  He  has  served 
as  councilman  and  alderman  ; was  chairman  of  the 
Fire,  F^inance  and  Highway  committees,  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  committee,  and  in  1906, 
at  the  first  election  held  under  the  new  charter 
granted  the  city  of  Newport,  was  elected  a member 
of  the  representative  council  for  the  two-year  term 
from  the  Second  ward.  Mr.  Tanner  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  volunteer  fire  department,  was  fore- 
man of  Hercules  Engine  Company  and  of  the 
Phoenix  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  and  later  a 
member  of  the  board  of  engineers.  For  many 
years  be  was  a member  of  the  Newport  Artillery 
Company. 

Benjamin  F.  Tanner  was  married  Aug.  7, 
1873,  to  Fannie  B.  Sanford,  daughter  of  Clarke 
Sanford,  of  Newport,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
children  as  follows:  Thomas  B.,  a carpenter  in  the 
employ  of  his  father,  married  Elizabeth  Hazard, 
of  Newport,  and  they  have  one  son,  Thomas  B., 
Jr. ; Frances  E.  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months ; 
Marjorie  Whitman  married  Francis  Neil  Fuller- 
ton, of  Newport,  and  they  have  one  daughter. 
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Frances  E.  Fullerton:  Sarah  C.  married  Harold 
j\I.  Sherman,  of  Newport,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Flarold  Sherman,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Tanner,  our  subject's  wife,  is  a direct 
lineal  descendant  of  Peleg  Sanford,  who  was  as- 
sociated with  John  Clarke,  Henry  Bull  and  others 
in  purchasing  the  first  lands  of  Newport  from  the 
Indians. 

FOSTER.  The  Foster  family,  one  of  the  oldest 
in  New  England,  is  worthily  represented  in  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  by  Joseph  Henry  and  Charles  Samuel 
Foster,  father  and  son,  men  of  prominence  in  the 
business,  fraternal  and  financial  circles  of  the  city, 
who  are  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  generations,  respec- 
tively, from  the  pioneer  of  the  family  in  America. 
Herewith  is  given  a genealogical  history  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Dorchester  branch  of  the  Foster  fam- 
ily, the  Roman  numerals  indicating  generations. 

(1)  Sergt.  Thomas  Foster,  born  in  England 
about  1600,  was  a son  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Abigail 
(Wimes)  Foster  (she  a daughter  of  Mathew 
Wimes,  of  Ipswich,  and  he  a resident  of  Bidden- 
den  and  Ipswich,  England),  whose  other  children 
were : Richard,  William,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Jane. 
Sergt.  Thomas  Foster  came  to  America  with  his 
brother  William,  in  1634,  in  the  ship  “Hercules.” 
On  Sept.  30,  1639,  he  was  granted  twenty-four  acres 
of  land,  for  six  heads,  at  Mount  Wollaston,  Mass., 
now  Braintree  or  Quincy,  and  he  was  called  “Gov- 
ernor of  the  Castle  Island.”  [See  Boston  records 
of  land  grants  in  I’attee's  History  of  Braintree,  page 
28.]  He  was  called  “Commander  at  the  Castle”  on 
Castle  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass.  [See  Book  of 
Possessions  of  Boston.]  He  was  the  gunner  at  the 
“Castle.”  He  married,  probably  in  1638,  and  in 
1640  he  was  residing  in  Weymouth,  where  his  first 
child  was  born.  He  owned  land  in  Weymouth  in 
1642,  and  disposed  of  nis  remaining  land  in  Boston 
limits  in  1647.  While  residing  in  Boston,  in  1642, 
he  was  admitted  a freeman,  and  on  his  removal  to 
Billerica  was  admitted  there  in  1647.  "Die  follow- 
ing year  he  removed  to  Braintree,  and  before  1659 
was  residing  in  Billerica.  The  first  list  of  town  offi- 
cers, 1659-60,  names  Thomas  Foster  as  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  Billerica,  and  there  he  died  April  20, 
1682,  his  widow  surviving  until  Jan.  29,  1694-5. 
Their  children  were:  Thomas  (2),  born  Aug.  18, 
1640;  John,  born  Oct.  7,  1642;  Increase,  born  about 
1644;  Elizabeth,  born  about  1646;  Hopestill,  born 
March  26,  1648;  and  Joseph,  born  March  28,  1650. 

(H)  Dr.  Thomas  Eoster  (2),  son  of  Ser- 
geant Thomas,  born  Aug.  18,  1640,  in  Weymouth, 
married  Oct.  15,  1662,  Sarah,  born  in  April,  1640, 
daughter  of  Robert  Parker,  of  Cambridge.  l\Ir. 
Foster  removed  to  Roxbury  about  1662  and  to  Cam- 
bridge about  1672.  He  was  a butcher  in  Boston 
and  Roxbury  and  is  styled  in  the  court  files  ])hy- 
sician.  He  died  Sept.  16,  1679,  according  to  the 
town  records,  or  Oct.  28.  1679,  as  inscribed  on  his 
headstone,  aged  thirty-nine  years.  His  widow  re- 


married and  died  April  18,  1718.  Their  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  Aug.  i,  1663;  Thomas  (3), 
born  June  4,  1665  ; Sarah,  born  June  3,  1667;  Han- 
nah, born  July  23,  1669;  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  21, 
1671  ; and  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  26,  1677. 

(HI)  Thomas  Foster  (3),  born  June  4,  1665, 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  married  there  Nov.  30,  1686, 
Experience  Parker.  Mr.  Foster  seems  to  have  dis- 
appeared from  Cambridge  in  1715.  Experience 
married  (second)  before  1719  Benjamin  Geary,  and 
in  that  year  resided  in  Voluntown,  Conn.  In  1719 
young  Thomas  is  at  Voluntown  with  his  mother. 
Mr.  Foster  resided  in  Cambridge  and  Stow.  He 
died  before  1719.  His  only  child  was  Thomas  (4), 
born  Sept.  18,  1687. 

(IV)  Thomas  Foster  (4),  son  of  Thomas  (3), 
born  Sept.  18,  1687,  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  resided 
in  Preston  and  Voluntown,  Conn.,  and  Scituate,  R. 

I. ,  and  died  in  Scituate  Aug.  20,  1746.  Pie  went 
from  Cambridge  to  Preston  and  thence  to  Volun- 
town, Conn.,  with  his  mother  Experience  Foster. 
By  deed  dated  Plainfield,  Conn.,  July  27,  1737,  he 
transferred  the  last  of  his  land  in  Voluntown,  Conn., 
to  William  Trumbell,  and  went  to  Scituate,  R.  I., 
where  he  bought  150  acres  of  James  Brown,  of 
Newport,  R.  I.  This  land  was  lot  No.  42,  of  the 
second  division  of  the  Westconaid  lands,  and  the 
date  was  Oct.  17,  1738.  On  the  i8th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1739,  he  deeded  this  land  to  his  only  son, 
Stephen  Foster.  On  July  3,  1711,  he  was  married 
in  Preston,  Conn.,  to  Mercy  Gates,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Silas,  born  March  7,  1721,  in  Vol- 
untown, Conn.,  who  died  Dec.  8,  1721 ; Stephen, 
born  April  20,  1712,  in  Preston;  and  Sarah,  born 
July  31,  1717. 

(V)  Stephen  Foster,  son  of  Thomas  (4),  was 
born  April  20,  1712,  in  Preston,  Conn.,  and  mar- 
ried Lydia  Blanchard.  In  May,  1739,  he  was  admit- 
ted a freeman  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  to  which  town  he 
had  previously  removed.  He  was  a prominent  man 
in  town  affairs,  serving  in  various  town  offices.  He 
served  as  administrator  of  the  estates  of  his  father 
and  father-in-law,  and  was  a considerable  land 
owner.  On  Sept.  18,  1789,  he  deeded  thirty-three 
acres  for  love  and  affection,  to  his  son,  Lemuel  Fos- 
ter. His  children  were:  Sarah,  born  July  26,  1744; 
Stephen,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  4,  1746;  Samuel,  twin  of 
Stephen,  Jr.,  who  died  March  2,  1816,  in  liis  sev- 
entieth year;  Lemuel,  born  in  1764,  who  died  May 

II,  1821;  Thomas;  and  William. 

(VI)  Lemuel  PMster,  born  in  1764,  in  Scituate, 
R.  L,  died  May  ii,  1821,  in  P'oster,  R.  I.  He  served 
as  a drummer  boy  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  it 
is  a tradition  in  the  family  that  he  was  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Rhode  Island,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Newport, 
and  placed  on  a British  vessel.  The  land  in  Scitu- 
ate, R.  L,  that  he  received  from  his  father  he  sold 
to  William  Blanchard  and  then  went  to  Sharon,  Vt., 
some  time  about  1798.  He  lived  there  about  five 
years  and  one  of  his  children,  Mercy,  was  born  at 
Sharon.  Then  he  returned  to  Scituate,  and  he 
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died  May  ii,  1821.  He  is  buried  in  the  old  Foster 
yard  at  Moosup  Valley,  R.  1.  He  married  F'reelove 
Cahone,  of  Foster,  R.  L,  and  their  children  were : 
Thomas;  Lemuel,  who  married  Waity  Letson; 
Mercy,  who  married  Thomas  Spencer ; Lydia,  who 
married  Nathan  Walker;  Polly,  who  married 
George  Harwood ; and  Jefferson,  who  was  drowned 
at  Anthony,  Rhode  Island. 

(VII)  Thomas  Foster,  son  of  Lemuel,  died  some 
time  in  the  thirties  in  Scituate,  R.  I.  He  married 
Betsey  Butler,  daughter  of  Rebecca,  who  came  from 
Cape  Cod,  Mass.  She  died  in  1826.  Mr.  Foster 
was  a stone  mason  and  cutter  by  trade  and  was 
employed  on  the  construction  of  the  Arcade  build- 
ing, in  Providence,  in  1828.  He  was  a very  profi- 
cient and  skilled  workman,  as  the  tombstone  in  the 
Moosup  Valley  cemetery,  which  he  erected  to  the 
memory  of  his  father,  will  indicate.  The  children 
of  Thomas  and  Betsey  (Butler)  Foster  were:  (i) 
James  B.,  who  followed  the  sea  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life,  married  Lucy  Ann  Ballou,  of  Cumber- 
land, R.  I.  (2)  Samuel  is  mentioned  further  on. 
(3)  Freelove  F.  married  William  S.  Salisbury,  of 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  both  died  in  New  York 
City.  (4)  Zachariah  died  July  30,  1851,  aged  twenty- 
six  years,  in  Pawtucket,  JMass.,  unmarried. 

(VIII)  Samuel  Foster,  born  July  14,  1819,  in 
Sterling,  Conn.,  died  iMay  17,  1883,  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  In  early  life  he  was  a mule  spinner,  but  with 
the  advent  of  the  modern  machinery  he  learned  the 
machinist’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number 
of  years.  When  a young  man  he  came  to  Paw- 
tucket and  followed  his  trade,  working  in  various 
shops,  among  them  that  of  the  William  H.  Haskell 
Co.  Responding  to  his  country’s  call  for  troops 
to  defend  the  flag,  Mr.  Foster  enlisted  Sept.  3,  1862, 
in  Company  F,  nth  R.  1.  L,  as  a private,  and 
serv'ed  until  July  13,  1863,  when  he  was  mustered 
out,  the  greater  part  of  his  service  having  been 
guard  duty  in  and  around  Washington,  D.  C.  On 
his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Foster  for  some  time 
continued  to  follow  his  trade,  which  he  finally  gave 
up  to  engage  in  the  advertising  and  bill-posting  bus- 
iness, in  which  he  continued  for  the  remainder  of 
his  active  business  life.  He  was  a capable  and  in- 
dustrious man,  and  throughout  his  business  career 
was  noted  for  his  honesty  and  integrity.  He  was 
•an  honored  member  of  Tower  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  5,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of 
Pawtucket. 

On  April  23,  1843,  Air.  Foster  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Angeline  Arnold,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Olney  and.  Eunice  (Aliller)  Arnold,  of  Smithfleiu, 
and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Israel  and  Deborah 
(Olney)  Arnold.  Israel  Arnold  was  captain  of  the 
Pawtuxet  Rangers  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  lineage  of  Angeline  (Arnold)  Foster  from 
Thomas  Arnold,  son  of  Richard,  a native  of  Ches- 
ilbourne,  in  the  County  of  Dorset,  England  (who 
•came  to  New  England  in  1635  in  the  ship  “Plain 


Joan,”  bringing  his  family  with  him  and  settling 
first  at  \\  atertown,  thence  removing  to  Providence, 

R.  L),  is  through  Eleazer  Arnold  and  his  wife, 
Eleanor  (Smith)  ; Joseph  and  Alercy  (Stafford) 
Arnold;  Joshua  and  Amy  (Bucklin)  Arnold;  Israel 
and  Deborah  (Olney)  Arnold,  and  Olney  and  Eu- 
nice (Miller)  Arnold.  Airs.  Foster  was  born  Jan. 
29,  1809,  Smithfield,  and  died  Alarch  23,  1889, 
in  Pawtucket.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Foster  came  chil- 
dren as  follows  : Samuel,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  29,  1844,  in 
Smithfield,  R.  L,  died  in  Pawtucket,  Alass.,  Alarch 
19,  1850;  Joseph  H.  is  mentioned  further  on;  Alary 
•Ann,  born  Alay  30,  1849,  Pawtucket,  Alass.,  died 
in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Nov.  15,  1901 ; she  married 
Charles  Boughey,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  L,  and  by  this 
union  there  was  one  daughter.  Alary  Louise 
Boughey,  born  Nov.  22,  1876,  who  married  Everett 
Ferrant,  of  Pawtucket,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1896. 

(IX)  Joseph  Hexry  Foster,  son  of  Samuel, 
was  born  Aug.  29,  1846,  in  Pawtucket,  Mass.,  and 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  had  his  ed- 
ucational training.  After  leaving  school  he  entered 
the  machine  shop  of  the  late  William  H.  Haskell, 
where  he  was  employed  until  1868,  during  which 
time  he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade.  In  June,  1868,  Air.  Foster  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Fales  & Jenks  Alachine  Company, 
of  Pawtucket,  as  a tool-maker,  and  before  he  had 
rounded  out  a year’s  service  with  this  company  he 
was  given  the  contract  in  the  spindle  department  of 
the  Fales  & Jenks  Alachine  Company,  in.  which  im- 
portant connection  he  has  since  continued,  through 
nearly  forty  years.  At  times  he  has  given  em- 
ployment to  as  many  as  ninety  skilled  mechanics, 
the  general  average  being  from  thirty  to  fifty  hands. 
In  1888  Air.  Foster  took  into  partnership  with  him 
on  the  contract  his  son,  Charles  S.  Foster,  who  has 
since  been  actively  associated  with  his  father. 

Joseph  H.  Foster  is  prominent  in  Alasonic  cir- 
cles, having  been  a member  of  the  fraternity  since 
1872.  Formerly  a member  of  Jenks  Lodge,  No.  24, 
of  Central  Falls,  of  which  he  is  a past  master,  he  is 
now  holding  membership  in  Union  Lodge,  No.  10, 
A.  F.  & A.  AL,  of  Pawtucket;  Pawtucket  Chapter, 
No.  4,  R.  A.  AI. ; Pawtucket  Council,  No.  2,  R.  & 

S.  AI. ; Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T. ; 
Alassachusetts  Consistory,  of  Boston,  thirty-second 
degree,  and  Aleppo  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Alystic 
Shrine,  of  Boston.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  Veterans’  Association,  which  requires  twenty- 
one  years’  membership  in  the  order.  He  was  vice 
president  of  the  Alasonic  Temple  Company,  Paw- 
tucket, from  1897  to  1900.  Air.  Foster  is  also  con- 
nected with  Good  Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  8,  and 
Alanchester  Encampment,  No.  4,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Pawtucket.  He  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society,  the  Rhode  Island  Citizens’  His- 
torical Association  of  Providence,’  the  To  Kalon 
Club  of  Pawtucket,  and  for  a number  of  years  was 
connected  with  the  Pawtucket  Business  Alen’s  As- 
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sociation.  In  political  matters  he  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  public  office.  He  attends 
the  Baptist  Church. 

On  July  31,  1866,  Mr.  Foster  was  married  to 
Ellen  Smith  Parker,  born  Oct.  ii,  1844,  in  Perth, 
Scotland,  who  died  July  2,  1889,  in  Pawtucket,  R. 
I.,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Roy)  Parker. 
By  this  union  there  were  children  as  follows: 
Charles  Samuel,  born  Oct.  12,  1867,  in  Pawtucket, 
is  mentioned  further  on;  Cora  Belle,  born  July  14, 
1870,  in  Central  Falls,  died  April  25,  1877,  in  Paw- 
tucket; iMary  Angeline,  born  Jan.  18,  1872,  in  Cen- 
tral Falls,  married  Nov.  22,  1891,  George  Oliver 
Everett,  of  Pawtucket,  and  they  have  had  three 
children,  Ellen  Frances  (born  April  5,  1893,  died  in 
infancy),  Mildred  Austin  (born  May  28,  1894) 
and  Gertrude  Arnold  (born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Sept. 
2,  1898)  ; James  Wheaton,  born  Oct.  20,  1873,  in 
Central  Falls,  died  at  Pawtucket,  Nov.  12,  1875 ; 
Levi  Arnold,  born  Aug.  5,  1875,  in  Pawtucket,  a 
machinist  by  trade,  married  Feb.  18,  1896,  Lydia 
B.  P.  Vose,  daughter  of  Alonzo  W.  Vose,  of  Cum- 
berland, R.  I.,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Jo- 
seph Alonzo  (born  Dec.  3L,  1896,  in  Pawtucket), 
and  Ida  May  (bom  Dec.  31,  1898,  in  Providence)  ; 
Lester  Parker,  born  Oct.  31,  1877,  in  Pawtucket, 
died  in  that  city  Aug.  10,  1878;  Ida  Maude,  born 
Ian.  17,  1879,  in  Pawtucket,  married  Dec.  1 1,  1901, 
Ralph  Smith  Potter,  of  Pawtucket,  son  of  Henry 
Angell  and  Hannah  Louise  (Smith)  Potter,  of  Bur- 
rillville,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  have  come  three 
children:  Margery  F.  (born  July  7,  1903,  died  in 
infancy),  Anna  (born  Jan.  6,  1905),  and  Eleanor 
(born  May  9,  1906,  in  Pawtucket). 

Joseph  Henry  Foster  was  married  (second) 
Aug.  28,  1890,  to  Mary  Reardon,  born  in  Enfield, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Kelly)  Rear- 
don. 

(X)  Charles  Samuel  Foster,  son  of  Joseph 
Henry,  was  born  Oct.  12,  1867,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city  and  the  University  Grammar  School 
of  Providence,  leaving  the  latter  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  work  at 
the  Fales  & Jenks  Machine  Company,  in  the  spindle 
department,  under  his  father,  and  for  three  years 
was  also  a student  at  the  Rhode  Island  School  of 
Design  of  Providence,  where  he  studied  mechanical 
drafting.  In  1888  Mr.  Foster  was  made  a partner 
of  his  father,  and  has  since  been  so  engaged. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Foster  is  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonic circles,  holding  membership  in  Union  Lodge, 
No.  10,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a past  mas- 
ter, and  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  since  1900 ; 
Pawtucket  Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he 
has  been  treasurer  since  1898 ; Pawtucket  Council, 
No.  2,  R.  & S.  M.;  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery, 
No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  is  a past  eminent  com- 
mander; Rhode  Island  Consistory,  thirty-second  de- 
gree Masonry;  and  Palestine  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N. 
M.  S.,  of  Providence.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 


^Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  Association  of 
Knights  Templar  Commanders,  and  a member  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Com- 
pany of  Pawtucket,  having  served  in  this  position 
since  1901.  Mr.  Foster  is  a member  of  the  To- 
Kalon  Club  of  Pawtucket,  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  of  Providence;  and  of  Pawtucket 
Council,  No.  537,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  attends  the. 
Central  Falls  Congregational  Church,  to  which  he 
gives  a liberal  support.  In  political  matters  Mr. 
Foster  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  common  council  of  Central  Falls  in  1903 
and  1904,  being  president  of  that  body  in  the  latter 
year.  In  1905  he  was  elected  a trustee  of  the  public 
library  for  three  years,  and  he  is  also  one  of  the 
three  trustees  of  the  Stephen  L.  Adams  Library 
Fund. 

On  June  5,  1890,  IMr.  Foster  was  married  in 
Marlboro,  Mass.,  to  Mary  Alice  Curtis,  daughter  of 
Francis  C.  and  Caroline  A.  W.  (Brigham)  Curtis, 
and  a direct  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  of 
Zacheus  Curtis,  of  Reading,  Mass.,  an  early  settler 
of  the  New  England  States,  who  was  of  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1659,  and  died  in  Boxford,  Mass.,  in  1682. 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Foster  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Chester  Curtis,  born  Sept.  16,  1891,  in  Cen- 
tral Falls;  Ellen,  born  Dec.  24,  1893,  in  Pawtucket; 
and  Caroline  Brigham,  born  Oct.  22,  1898,  in  Cen- 
tral Falls. 

LEANDER  C.  BELCHER,  treasurer  of  Bel- 
cher & Loomis  Hardware  Company,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  one  of  the  old  ancl  successful  business 
men  of  Providence,  descends  from  a family  that 
has  resided  in  Rhode  Island  for  several  genera- 
tions. 

Joseph  Belcher,  great-grandfather  of  Leander 
C.,  came  from  England  with  his  brothers.  Par- 
don and  William,  and  settled  at  Jamestown,  R.  L 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  his  land  was  con- 
fiscated. 

Joseph  Belcher  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  resided  at 
South  Kingstown,  and  at  one  time  was  a sea-far- 
ing man.  He  married  Sarah  Bentley,  who  died 
Aug.  25,  1825,  aged  sixty-one  years.  They  had 
eight  children,  as  follows : Arnold  removed  to 
Lanesboro,  Mass.,  where  he  died  and  left  descend- 
ants ; Elizabeth  married  Moses  Barber,  and  resided 
at  South  Kingstown  ; Pardon  T,  died  in  1822,  un- 
married ; ]\Iary  (or  Polly)  married  Stephen  Locke, 
and  settled  at  North  Adams,  Mass. ; Sarah  (or 
Sally)  married  Gardiner  Smith,  and  resided  at 
Newport:  William  married  Phebe  Rider,  and  re- 
sided in  Providence,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a 
tinsmith ; Joseph  is  mentioned  below ; Gideon  mar- 
ried Eunice  Geer,  and  resided  for  a time  on  the 
homestead  at  South  Kingstown,  later  at  Harris- 
ville,  where  he  died.  Joseph  Belcher  (2)  died  Jan. 
27,  1827,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  He  and  his  wife 
were  both  buried  in  South  Kingstown. 

Joseph  Belcher  (3),  son  of  Joseph  (2),  and 
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founder  of  the  widely  known  establishment  now 
conducted  as  Belcher  & Loomis  Hardware  Com- 
pany, at  Providence,  was  bom  at  South  Kingstown 
July  29,  1801,  and  while  a boy  entered  the  employ 
of  a farmer  at  Newport.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  school,  his  advantages  being 
somewhat  limited.  Realizing  that  farm  life 
at  that  time  did  not  offer  many  inducements  for 
a young  man  of  his  energy  and  ambitions,  he  came 
to  Providence,  with  no  capital  save  his  energy,  and 
found  employment  as  a clerk  in  the  hardware  store 
of  Brown  & Barker,  at  Turk’s  Head,  in  whose  etii- 
ploy  he  remained  -until  1826.  His  wages  were 
small,  but  he  was  economical,  and  in  that  year, 
with  his  savings  he  began  in  the  hardware  business 
in  partnership  with  Benjamin  Allen.  The  firm  of 
Allen  & Belcher  had  their  store  on  the  site  of  the 
“Narragansett  Hotel,”  later  moving  opposite  on 
the  north  side  of  Weybosset  street,  and  continued 
there  until  1847,  when  Mr.  Belcher  moved  to  the 
corner  of  W'eybosset  and  Eddy  streets.  During 
this  time  Mr.  Allen  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and 
Henry  R.  Greene  was  admitted,  the  firm  becoming 
Greene  & Belcher.  Later  Mr.  Greene  retired  from 
the  firm,  and  Mr.  Belcher  conducted  the  business 
alone  until  1857,  when  he  was  succeeded  therein  by 
his  sons,  Joseph  H.  and  Leander  C. 

In  about  1850  Mr.  Belcher  became  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  a machine-made  horseshoe 
nail,  made  in  Providence  by  the  American  Horse 
Nail  Company,  and  the  famous  Belcher  Nail  made 
by  them  and  named  for  him  was  the  first  machine- 
made  horseshoe  nail  made  in  the  world.  This  busi- 
ness had  such  a rapid  growth  that  Mr.  Belcher 
for  a number  of  years  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  it.  For  a time  he  was  president  of  the  old 
Mt.  Vernon  Bank.  He  spent  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  in  the  management  of  his  real  estate  inter- 
ests, remaining  active  until  the  last.  He  died  on 
Sept.  9,  1877,  and  was  buried  at  Swan  Point. 

Mr.  Belcher's  business  life  covered  a period 
of  over  forty  years  of  honorable  success,  and  he 
preserved  an  unsullied  reputation  during  a long 
career  as  a good  Christian,  a patriotic  citizen  and 
an  upright  man.  He  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Providence  Horse  Guards,  and  when 
peril  threatened  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  Dorr 
troubles  he  was  prompt  in  action  for  her  defense. 
He  was  a member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  4, 
A.  F.  & A.  ]\L,  and  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  i, 
K.  T.,  and  had  attained,  the  honor  of  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  On  July  2,  1829,  he 
was  received  as  a member  of  the  old  Second  Bap- 
tist Church,  which  later  became  the  Pine  Street 
Church,  and  is  now  the  Central  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Belcher  remained  an  active  member  of  that 
church  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Belcher  was  married  (first)  Nov.  7,  1822, 
to  Harriet  E.  Witter,  of  Connecticut,  who  died 
•March  27,  1836,  in  her  thirty-fourth  year.  Their 
children  were:  (i)  Emily  Ann,  born  Sept.  27, 


1823,  married  Feb.  23,  1853,  William  Lee  Rey- 
nolds, and  died  in  Providence  Dec.  4,  1890.  (2) 

Harriet  Sarah,  born  Dec.  19,  1825,  married  May 
27,  1852,  William  W'akefield  (now  deceased)  and 
resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  (3)  Julia  Maria,  born 
Dec.  19,  1827,  married  May  27,  1852,  John  Cotton 
Mather,  and  died  in  Providence  Nov.  25,  1865. 
(4)  Joseph  Dyer,  born  Nov.  23,  1829,  died  Oct. 
6,  1830.  (5)  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  17, 

1831,  died  unmarried  Nov.  25,  1877.  (6)  Mary 

Rosella,  born  Sept.  23,  1832,  died  Jan.  15,  1834. 
(7)  Joseph  Henry,  born  Sept.  5,  1833,  attended  the 
old  Elm  street  school,  and  when  quite  young  en- 
tered his  father’s  store.  He  remained  there  as 
clerk  until  1857,  when,  with  his  brother,  Leander 
C.,  he  succeeded  to  the  business  under  the  name  of 
Belcher  Brothers.  Later  he  withdrew  from  the  firm 
and  engaged  in  business  on  Cranston  street,  where 
he  continued  until  about  1899,  when  he  gave  up 
active  business.  He  died  Sept.  3,  1903.  His 

widow,  Helen  Mar  Pinkham,  of  Nantucket,  is  a 
resident  of  Providence.  (8)  Susan  Jane,  born 
March  7,  1836,  died  April  5,  1836. 

Joseph  Belcher,  for  his  second  wife,  married 
on  Nov.  29,  1836,  Hannah  Crandall,  who  was  born 
in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  July  8,  1809,  daughter  of  Col. 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Gardner)  Crandall.  Mrs. 
Belcher  died  Alay  ii,  1895,  in  Providence,  the 
mother  of  four  children,  viz.:  (i)  Leander  Cran- 
dall, born  Sept.  30,  1837,  is  mentioned  below.  (2) 
Newell  Warren,  born  Nov.  21,  1842,  after  com- 
pleting the  high  school  course  in  the  public  schools 
entered  the  hardware  business  with  his  brothers, 
becoming  a member  of  the  firm  of  Belcher  Brothers 
and  also  that  firm’s  successor,  being  a member  of 
the  Belcher  & Loomis  Hardware  Company  corpora- 
tion, but  he  never  took  an  active  part  in  the  man- 
agement of  that  corporation.  He  died  Sept.  30, 
1898.  He  married  Henrietta  W.  Sherrod,  who 
survives  him  and  resides  in  Providence.  (3) 
Josephine  Adelaide,  born  Jan.  3,  1845,  4ied  Sept. 
3,  1850.  (4)  George  Albert,  born  July  22,  1848, 

died  March  7,  1850. 

Col.  Robert  Crandall,  father  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Belcher,  was  born  Dec.  31,  1769.  His  father, 
Robert  H.  Crandall  (born  Feb.  21,  1735),  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  wounded  at 
Newport.  He  died  at  Wickford,  R.  I.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Havens.  Colonel  Crandall  was  a de- 
scendant of  Elder  John  Crandall,  a Baptist  minister 
of  Newport  and  Westerly,  R.  L,  who  came  to 
Boston  from  Wales  in  1634-35.  Colonel  Crandall 
married  Margaret  Gardner,  who  was  born  Aug. 
27,  1767,  daughter  of  John  and  Amy  Gardner. 
John  Gardner  was  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill) 
Gardner,  grandson  of  William  and  Abigail  (Rem- 
ington) Gardner.  William  Gardner  was  a son  of 
Benoni  and  Mary;  Benoni  was  son  of  Joseph,  and 
Joseph  was  son  of  George,  of  Newport,  the  ances- 
tor of  the  family  in  America. 

Leander  Crandall  Belcher  was  born  Sept.  30, 
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1837,  in  Providence,  and  his  education  was  received 
at  the  Elm  street  grammar  school  and  the  Provi- 
dence high  school,  from  which  he  graduated.  He 
entered  his  father’s  store  in  1855,  and  in  1857,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Joseph  H.,  succeeded 
to  the  business.  As  previously  stated  the  firm  be- 
came Belcher  Brothers,  and  later  Newell  W.  Bel- 
cher was  admitted.  The  business  was  conducted 
for  many  years  opposite  the  postoffice,  in  Wey- 
bosset  street.  When  Edward  A.  Loomis  was  ad- 
mitted as  partner  the  firm  became  Belcher  Bros. 
& Co.,  which  was  the  style  until  1884,  when  it  be- 
came Belcher  & Loomis.  In  1889  the  firm  moved 
into  its  present  location,  the  northeast  corner  of 
Orange  and  Weybosset  streets,  and  in  1897  was 
incorporated  as  Belcher  & Loomis  Hardware  Com- 
pany, Leander  C.  Belcher  becoming  treasurer,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  since  served.  Air.  Belcher 
has  been  in  active  business  for  the  past  fifty  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  as  well  successful 
merchants  in  the  city.  Through  his  wise  and  skill- 
ful management  the  business  has  grown  from 
modest  proportions  to  be  the  largest  of  its  kind 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  one  of  the  largest  in  New 
England. 

Mr.  Belcher  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Providence  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M. ; Providence  Council,  R.  & S.  M. ; and  St.  John’s 
Commandery,  No.  i,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Palestine  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Central  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Belcher  served  as  president  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Business  Men’s  Association  for  about  four 
years,  and  was  for  many  years,  until  it  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Industrial  Trust  Company,  a mem- 
ber of  the  corporation  of  the  Alechanics  Savings 
Bank.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  public  office,  though 
he  has  high  ideals  of  a citizen’s  duty,  and  enlisted 
Alay  26,  1862,  for  ninety  days  in  Company  A, 
loth  Rhode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he 
held  the  commission  of  second  lieutenant.  The 
regiment  served  its  term  in  the  protection  of  Wash- 
ington. Air.  Belcher  is  a member  of  the  First 
Light  Infantry  Veterans,  of  which  organization  he 
served  as  major  for  several  years. 

On  Nov.  9,  1863,  Air.  Belcher  was  married  in 
Providence  to  Alary  Eliza  Swarts,  who  was  born 
in  Providence,  Alarch  4,  1845,  daughter  of  Gardner 
Taber  and  Eliza  (Wood)  Swarts.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union,  namely:  (i)  Harriet 
Josephine,  born  Alay  28,  1869,  married  Dr.  Lewds 
A.  O’Brian,  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  and  has  the 
following  children,  Lewis  Etienne,  Elsbeth  Belcher, 
Harold  Leander,  Alary  Aladoline,  Dorothea  and 
Ruth  Adelaide.  These  six  children  were  all  born 
in  Europe,  excepting  Ruth  Adelaide,  and  all  are 
living  except  Alary  Aladoline,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Dr.  O’Brian  practiced  his  profession  of  dentistry 
in  Paris  and  Dresden,  prior  to  locating  in  New 
York,  where  he  now  practices.  (2)  Joseph  Swarts, 


born  July  14,  1870,  died  Nov.  8,  1870.  (3)  Jose- 

phine Gardner,  born  Nov.  27,  1873,  married  Silas 
W.  C.  Jones,  and  resides  at  South  Orange,  N.  J. 
They  have  two  children,  Wdlliam  Addeman  Bel- 
cher and  Alary  Swarts. 

ISAAC  BORDEN  AIACOAIBER,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Portsmouth,  whose  beautiful 
home  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Quaker  Hill,  is  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  ms  community.  He  was  born 
Jan.  8,  1852,  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  old  established  families  of  New 
England. 

The  Alacomber  family  is  supposed  to  be  of 
Scotch  origin,  the  name  being  formerly  spelled  Alac- 
Cumber.  John,  William  and  Thomas  AlacCumber 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  New  England, 
coming  to  the  shores  soon  after  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims  in  1620.  Conditions  and  circumstances  in- 
dicate that  they  were  brothers,  and  family  tradition 
has  it  that  they  were  Scotch  officers.  William  Alac- 
Cumber was  at  Duxbury  in  1632,  and  later  at 
Alarshfield  and  still  later  at  Dartmouth.  A member 
of  the  family  who  has  made  researches  says  it  is 
probable  that  the  Alacombers  were  of  the  clan  of 
the  Campbells  and  were  Alacs  from  the  Komber,  or 
perhaps  from  the  Humber,  streams  which  rise  in 
Scotland  and  which  are  the  fruitful  source  of  na- 
tive names. 

William,  -son  of  William  AlacCumber,  had  a 
son,  John,  who  married  a Aliss  Denell,  and. their 
son.  Wesson  Alacomber,  resided  in  Alarshfield. 
There  he  married  Alary  Alosher.  Joseph  Macom- 
ber,  son  of  Wesson,  located  at  Grand  Isle,  Vt.,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Weeks.  Joseph  Elwood  Ala- 
comber, son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth,  was  born  in 
1822  in  Vermont,  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Friends’  School  on  the  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  paying  his 
w’ay  through  the  latter  institution  of  learning  by 
teaching  public  school  at  Portsmouth.  He  also 
taught  for  two  years  at  the  Friends’  Monthly  Aleet- 
ing  School  at  Farmington,  N.  Y.,  and  continued 
teaching  for  two  winters  after  this  at  Portsmouth. 
Then  he  took  up  farming  at  Portsmouth,  working 
first  for  Bateman  Alonroe  for  eight  years,  after 
wdiich  he  located  near  the  Sakonnet  river,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  growing  of  fruit,  being  a pioneer 
in  strawberry  culture.  Subsequently  he  became  one 
of  the  largest  strawberry  raisers  in  Newport  county, 
shipping  his  produce  to  Newport,  Fall  River  and 
Providence.  He  also  grew  other  small  fruits  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  horticulturists  of  that 
section  of  the  State.  In  1890  he  retired  from  bus- 
iness, making  his  home  for  a time  with  his  son  El- 
wood G.,  and  later  with  his  son  Isaac  B.,  dying  at 
the  home  of  the  latter  Feb.  7,  1906.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  clerk  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Alonthly  Aleeting  for  years,  and  held 
other  confidential  relations  with  this  religious  body. 

Air.  Alacomber  married  Finis  Gassett  (Alay- 
nard)  Borden,  born  at  W’altham,  Alass.,  daughter  of 
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Isaac  and  Finis  (Maynard)  Borden  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Catherine  Gassett.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Macomber  was  a master  machinist,  engaged  in  man- 
ufacturing and  installing  cotton-mill  machinery  at 
Waltham,  Mass.,  and  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  he  was  a 
successful  business  man  and  well-known  citizen. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macomber  had  seven  children:  Cy- 
rus, who  died  in  childhood ; Isaac  Borden,  men- 
tioned below ; William  P.,  who  graduated  from  Yale 
in  1877,  and  died  in  1885,  at  Portsmouth;  Elwood 
Gassett,  a resident  of  Boston,  associated  with  the 
Ames  Plow  Company ; Elizabeth,  married  to  Ed- 
ward Smiley,  of  Ellenville,  N.  Y. ; Anna  Borden, 
who  is  unmarried  and  residing  in  New  York;  and 
Richard,  a farmer  at  Portsmouth,  who  married 
Mary  W.  Chase,  daughter  of  Mason  Chase.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  July  21,  1905,  and  rests 
by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  at 
Portsmouth. 

Isaac  Borden  Macomber  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Portsmouth  and  the  Eriends’ 
School  at  Providence  and  later  the  Mowry  and 
Goff  school,  where  he  completed  his  English  and 
classical  studies.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  for 
himself  on  his  present  property,  which  consists  of 
thirty-two  and  one-half  acres,  located*  on  the  East 
Main  road,  near  the  Sakonnet  river,  on  which  he 
has  built  the  beautiful  home  mentioned.  In  addi- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  for  several  years  he 
has  been  interested  in  a real  estate  business  at  Fall 
River.  Mr.  Macomber  is  a member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  has  been  an  elder  and  record  keeper 
for  the  past  quarter  of  a century.  In  politics  he  is 
a Prohibitionist.  He  is  a man  of  sterling  character 
and  exemplary  life. 

On  June  3,  1879,  Mr.  Macomber  was  married  at 
Middleboro,  Mass.,  to  Abby  A.  Cushman,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Cushma®.  She  died  Dec.  8,  1892,  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mrs. 
Macomber  was  a “Mayflower”  descendant  through 
her  Cushman  ancestry.  Besides  her  bereaved  hus- 
band and  wide  circle  of  personal  friends  she  left 
three  children,  as  follows:  Carleton  H.,  Maurice 
and  Gertrude,  all  still  at  home.  These  children  have 
had  fine  educational  and  social  advantages,  and  they 
are  favorably  known  all  through  the  locality.  Mr. 
Macomber  is  a worthy  representative  of  his  old  and 
honorable  family,  personally  being  highly  esteemed 
and  very  popular  with  all  classes. 

THOMAS  HENRY  McNALLY,  M.  D.,  of 
Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  is  one  who  has  made  his  in- 
fluence felt  in  the  community  both  professionally 
and  politically,  and  who  has  by  sheer  force  of  char- 
acter won  his  present  assured  position.  Dr.  Mc- 
Nally comes  of  a line  of  sturdy  Irish  ancestry  and 
the  family  coat  of  arms  shows  his  early  forefathers 
to  have  been  great  warriors  and  scholars.  By  some 
writers  on  heraldry  royal  blood  is  claimed  for  the 
McNally  family  in  early  days. 

Patrick  McNally,  grandfather  of  the  Doctor, 


was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  he  lived 
and  died.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer 
and  horseman.  He  married  Miss  Rosie  Short,  and 
both  of  them  lived  to  an  advanced  old  age.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely : James,  a 
farmer  who  died  in  Michigan ; Margaret,  Mrs.  Pat- 
rick Hanney,  who  died  in  [Montana ; and  Patrick. 

Patrick  McNally  was  born  March  17,  1818,  in 
County  Monaghan,  and  remained  in  his  native  land 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  family  had 
relatives  in  America,  and  in  1834  the  youth  was 
sent  over  to  begin  working  for  one  of  them,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  horse  business  in  New  York 
City.  Very  shortly  after  entering  upon  this  career 
he  was  sent  to  Rhode  Island  in  charge  of  some 
horses  that  were  being  shipped  to  the  Spragues, 
then  large  manufacturers  of  'the  State.  They  of- 
fered the  young  man  a position  in  their  stables  in 
Cranston,  and  until  1858  he  remained  with  them, 
in  charge  of  those  stables.  In  that  year  he  left  the 
Spragues  for  a while,  going  to  Wisconsin  and  tak- 
ing up  a section  of  land  there,  but  after  establish- 
ing his  right  to  this  property  he  returned  to  his 
former  employers.  In  1865  he  left  them  again  for  a 
period  of  six  years,  during  which  time  he  took  his 
family  to  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  property  there.  On  returning  to  Rhode  Island 
he  worked  for  the  Spragues  again  for  a time,  but 
in  1874  bought  ninety  acres  of  land  in  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  and  resumed  farming.  He  finally  retired, 
built  a house  in  Providence,  and  spent  his  last  years 
there.  He  was  very  successful  as  a farmer,  main- 
tained his  land  in  a good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
always  had  the  finest  herd  of  cattle  in  his  vicinity. 

Mr.  McNally  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maria  Deigman,  daughter  of  the  John  Deigman, 
who  was  so  loyal  a friend  and  supporter  of  Daniel 
O’Connell.  IMrs.  [McNally  died  in  Providence,  in 
June,  1889,  but  her  husband  lived  until  April  17, 
1900,  passing  away  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
two.  They  were  members  of  St.  Theresa’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  in  Providence.  To  them  were 
born  children  as  follows : Ann  Maria,  who  died 
shortly  after  graduating  from  a convent  with  the 
highest  honors  of  her  class ; Thomas  H. ; Margaret 
J.,  of  Providence,  unmarried ; John,  who  married 
a IMiss  Smith,  of  Boston,  and  died  in  New  Hamp- 
shire; Rosellen,  of  Providence,  unmarried;  Frank, 
who  died  in  Providence,  a bachelor;  and  Katherine 
Elizabeth,  of  Providence,  a graduate  of  the  Broad 
Street  Convent  there. 

Dr.  Thomas  Henry  [McNally  was  the  second 
male  members  of  his  family  horn  in  America,  the 
date  of  his  birth  being  March  7.  1855.  His  education 
was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
Cranston,  but  during  the  years  the  family  lived  in 
Wisconsin  his  studies  were  interrupted.  However, 
he  was  of  a scholarly  temperament,  and  as  soon 
as  they  returned  to  Rhode  Island  he  took  up  school 
work  again,  this  time  in  the  Johnston  public  schools. 
From  there  he  was  sent  to  the  Christian  Brothers 
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LaSalle  Academy,  at  Providence,  and  was  gradu- 
ated there  in  1874,  at  the  head  of  his  class,  taking 
the  first  prize  two  years.  Two  years  later  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Drs.  T.  G.  and  W’.  H. 
Potter  of  Providence,  and  then  entered  the  Detroit 
Medical  School,  from  which  he  received  his  degree 
in  1880. 

Dr.  McNally  at  once  established  himself  in  Wil- 
limantic,  Conn.^  and  remained  there  seven  years, 
during  which  period  he  served  as  surgeon  for  the 
New  York  & New  England  Railroad  Company,  and 
also  for  a part  of  the  time  was  town  physician.  In 
1887,  however,  a better  prospect  seemed  to  offer 
in  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  and  removing  thither  he  has 
ever  since  been  an  important  factor  in  that  city’s 
life.  As  a physician  he  has  been  highly  successful 
and  has  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  en- 
thusiastic in  his  profession  and  in  close  touch  with 
its  progress  throughout  the  country,  for  he  belongs 
not  only  to  the  City  and  State  Medical  Societies, 
but  also  to  the  American  Medical  Association.  He 
has  also  done  much  to  promote  the  growth  and  im- 
provement of  the  hospitals  in  his  locality  and  was 
a promoter  and  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of 
the  Pawtucket  Hospital,  of  which  he  acts  as  medical 
director,  besides  being  secretary  of  its  board  of 
trustees  and  also  of  the  hospital  corporation.  He 
is  likewise  interested  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  of 
Providence,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 

With  all  his  professional  work  Dr.  McNally 
has  had  time  for  sharing  in  the  political  life  of  his 
city.  Although  his  father' was  always  a strong  sup- 
porter of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dr.  McNally  believes 
in  the  principles  upheld  by  the  Democrats,  and  is 
active  in  their  ranks.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  from  the  old 
town  of  Lincoln,  even  before  he  had  actually  be- 
come a citizen  of  that  place,  and  represented  that 
district  for  three  years,  in  the  course  of  his  service 
being  appointed  chairman  of  tlie  committee  on  Spe- 
cial Legislation.  After  locating  in  Central  Falls 
he  continued  in  his  political  work,  and  in  1904  was 
elected  mayor,  and  re-elected  in  1905.  The  Doctor 
is  also  affiliated  with  various  organizations,  pri- 
marily the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  was 
the  first  examining  physician  in  the  State.  He 
joined  the  order  while  residing  in  Willimantic,  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Connecticut 
branches,  while  he  organized  the  first  branch  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  point  of  service  is  the  oldest 
member  in  the  State.  He  is  also  a member  and 
medical  examiner  of  both  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Hibernians  and  the  Irish  I'oresters  of  America 
(affiliating  with  Court  Daniel  O'Connell),  and  is 
enrolled,  too,  in  the  membership  of  the  P>.  P.  O.  E. 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

Christmas  Day,  1879,  witnessed  the  union  of 
Dr.  McNally  to  Anna  Statia,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Elizabeth  (Kenyon)  Reavey,  of  Cranston,  and 
a niece  of  Samuel  Kenyon,  the  noted  English  actor. 


The  issue  of  this  union  is  as  follows : Maybelle  F'., 
a graduate  of  Bay  View  Seminary  in  classics,  of 
the  Emerson  School  of  Oratory  and  the  Boston 
School  of  Expression,  private  teacher  of  elocution 
and  possessed  of  considerable  dramatic  talent,  was 
married  Eeb.  16,  1907,  to  Francis  J.  Powers,  of 
Pawtucket;  Thomas  H.,  Jr.,  died  aged  nineteen 
months ; Alice  Lugoria  is  a graduate  in  music,  elo- 
cution and  art  from  the  Broad  Street  Convent, 
Providence,  and  from  Bay  View  Seminary,  River- 
side; Thomas  H.,  Jr.  (2),  a student  in  Central 
Falls  high  school,  and  now  a student  at  LaSalle 
Academy,  Providence,  has  marked  musical  talent, 
playing  various  instruments ; Anna  Roselia,  who  is 
in  school,  also  possesses  musical  ability.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  their  parents’  marriage,  the  feature  of 
the  evening  was  the  rendering  of  music  by  the  four 
children,  who  formed  an  orchestra  among  them- 
selves, and  gave  a number  of  selections  most  pleas- 
ingly. The  family  are  all  popular  socially,  and  fill 
an  enviable  place  in  the  community. 

BENJAMIN  F.  CORNELL.  The  State  of 
Rhode  Island  numbers  among  its  inhabitants  a 
larger  proportion  of  those  who  are  directly  de- 
scended from  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  Colony 
than  most  States,  this  being  especially  true  as  re- 
gards the  agricultural  element,  the  real  strength 
of  any  commonwealth.  Among  the  many  substan- 
tial farmers  residing  near  Portsmouth  was  the  late 
Benjamin  F.  Cornell,  whose  family  name  is  found 
in  some  of  the  oldest  Colonial  records. 

(I)  Thomas  Cornell  was  born  in  County  Es- 
sex, England,  and  there  married  Rachel  Briggs, 
sister  of  John  Briggs.  Accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  children  he  came  to  the  New  World  in  1638, 
settling;  first  in  Boston,  where*  he  remained  some 
time,  and  where  he  held  a license  to  keep  an  inn. 
Later  he  moved  to  Portsmouth,  and  there  died 
about  1655.  His  wife  Rachel  died  Eeb.  8,  1673. 
aged  seventy-three  years. 

(II)  Thomas  Cornell  (2),  oldest  son  of  the 
emigrant,  was  born  in  County  Essex,  and  was  still 
a boy  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  America. 
Fie  made  his  home  in  Portsmouth.  Twice  married, 
the  name  of  his  first  wife  is  unknown,  but  the  sec- 
ond was  Sarah  Earle,  who  after  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  married  David  Lake.  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Cornell  were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

(III)  Thomas  Cornell  (3),  eldest  son  of 
Thomas  (2),  was  born  in  1653,  and  passed  his  en- 
tire life  in  his  native  town  of  Portsmouth.  He 
became  a farmer  and  landowner  of  some  conse- 
rpience.  His  death  occurred  Oct.  14,  1714,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one.  By  his  wife,  Susan  Lawton,  he 
had  three  children,  namely:  Thomas,  born  Nov. 
30,  1674,  who  married  Martha  Ereelove,  and  died 
April  18,  1728;  George;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in 
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1690,  who  married  Samuel  Cranston,  and  died  Feb. 
19,  1750. 

(IV)  George  Cornell  was  born  in  1676,  and 
became  a farmer  and  landowner  like  his  father. 
He  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Portsmouth,  and 
there  died  Nov.  3,  I753)  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
burying-ground  belonging  to  the  Society  of 
Friends.  He  married,  Jan.  19,  1695,  at  Newport, 
Philadelphia  Fastis  (or  Eustis),  of  Salem,  Mass.; 
she  died,  and  he  chose  for  his  second  wife  Deliver- 
ance Clark,  daughter  of  Gov.  Walter  and  Hannah 
Scott  (Jeremy)  Clark.  The  union  took  place  Nov. 
II,  1696,  in  the  Friends’  Meeting  house  in  New- 
port. Mrs.  Deliverance  Cornell,  who  was  born 
Jan.  14,  1678,  died  Oct.  2,  1732,  and  her  husband 
married  a third  time  on  March  8th  of  the  following 
year.  His  bride  was  Abigail,  daughter  of  John 
Sisson.  Of  the  sixteen  children  born  to  George 
Cornell  ten  were  sons. 

(V)  George  Cornell  (2),  second  son  of 
George,  was  born  May  25,  1705.  He  spent  his  life 
in  Portsmouth  engaged  in  farming,  and  there  died. 
On  March  18,  1839,  he  married  Rebecca  Hicks, 
who  was  born  in  Tiverton,  July  5,  1705,  and  nine 
children  were  born  to  them. 

(VT))  Samuel  Cornell,  second  youngest  son 
of  George  (2),  was  born  Feb.  24,  1754,  and 
like  his  father  and  grandfather  made  his  home 
in  Portsmouth,  where  he  died  May  15,  1834. 
He  married  Ruth  Stoddard,  and  they  had 
six  children,  namely : Jean,  who  married  on 
June  I,  1814,  Joseph  Coggeshall ; Hicks,  men- 
tioned below ; Lydia,  born  in  1802,  who  died 
June  24,  1869;  Rebecca,  who  married,  March  31, 
1742,  Henry  B.  Clark,  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.; 
Susan,  who  married  Thomas  Coggeshall,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  Thomas  and  William  Cogges- 
hall, of  Middletown;  Ruth,  who  died  young;  and 
William. 

(\TI)  Hicks  Cornell  was  born  April  7,  1793, 
and  devoted  his  life  to  farming  at  Portsmouth, 
where  he  died  June  27,  1880,  aged  eighty-seven 
years.  He  was  buried  in  the  Friends’  Cemetery. 
On  Jan.  28,  1819,  he  married,  in  Middletown, 
Elizabeth  Coggeshall,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Daniel  Webb.  Mrs.  Cornell,  who 
was  a daughter  of  William  and  Deborah  ( Hors- 
well)  Coggeshall,  of  Middletown,  died  Aug.  18, 
1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The  seven 
children  of  Hicks  and  Elizabeth  Cornell  were  as 
follows:  George,  born  Nov.  ii,  1819,  who  mar- 
ried Abbie  C.  Haines;  Peleg,  born  March  2,  1824, 
who  died  Jan.  4,  1890;  Deborah,  born  Nov.  12, 
1821;  Elizabeth  Sherman,  born  Oct.  24,  1826; 
Hannah,  born  Aug.  8.  1828;  Ruth,  born  Jan.  10, 
■1832;  and  Benjamin  Franklin. 

(Vni)  Benjamin  Franklin  Cornell  was  born 
in  Portsmouth,  Nov.  22,  1834,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  town.  Reared  as  a 
farmer’s  son,  he  chose  that  calling  for  himself, 
and  made  his  home  on  a farm  on  Union  street,  not 


far  from  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe. 
He  died  there  in  December,  1902.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
His  widow,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Emily 
Maria  ^Manchester,  is  still  living  and  resides  on 
the  homestead.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren : Charles  and  Alvin,  both  unmarried,  at 
home ; and  Addie  Barker,  who  married  the  late 
Herbert  F.  Hall.  Benjamin  F.  Cornell  was  an  in- 
dustrious and  progressive  citizen,  and  although  of 
a rather  quiet,  unostentatious  manner,  was  a man 
who  commanded  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  his  long  and  useful  life  was  spent. 
He  was  a kind  and  indulgent  husband  and  father. 
In  political  faith  he  was  a Republican,  but  never 
cared  for  public  preferment. 

Herbert  Francis  Hall,  whose  death  occurred 
July  5,  1900,  was  born  in  Portsmouth  March  9, 
1868,  son  of  the  late  Benjamin  and  Eliza  V. 
(Chase)  Hall.  Herbert  F.  Hall  was  sent  to 
the  district  schools,  and  also  helped  his  father  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
Then  he  rented  a farm  and  started  out  for  himself. 
This  place  was  located  on  the  West  Main  road  and 
he  operated  it  successfully  for  thirteen  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  the  Abram  T.  Peck- 
ham  farm  on  Union  street,  a tract  of  100  acres, 
on  which  he  made  his  home  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  a hard  worker,  and  was  very 
successful  in  his  operations.  He  added  to  his 
property  until  at  the  end  of  his  life  he  owned 
152  acres  of  well-cultivated  land.  For  a number  of 
years  also,  he  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness, and  succeeded  well  in  that,  too,  winning  a 
name  all  over  the  island  for  honesty  and  fair  deal- 
ing. He  was  married  Nov.  25,  1890,  to  Addie  B. 
Cornell,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them, 
Marion  Priscilla  and  Herbert  Francis,  Jr. 

On  July  5,  1900,  while  out  boating  on  St. 
IMary’s  Fake,  with  his  brother  and  son,  the  boat 
was  upset,  and  Mr.  Hall  was  drowned.  He  was 
an  expert  swimmer  and  the  accident  occurred  in 
comparatively  shallow  water,  but  the  circumstances 
were  such  that  Mr.  Hall  was  unable  to  save  him- 
self. His  body  was  recovered  and  interred  in  the 
Friends’  Cemetery  at  Portsmouth.  Mr.-  Hall  was 
a man  of  noble  Christian  character  and  of  admir- 
able habits,  and  so  universally  liked  that  his  un- 
timely death  cast  a gloom  over  the  whole  island. 
Domestic  in  his  tastes,  his  home  life  was  a very 
happy  one,  and  Mrs.  Hall  was  a true  helpmate. 
A woman  of  strong  character,  she  has  taken  up, 
since  her  husband’s  death,  the  management  of  the 
farm,  and  has  proved  herself  a good  business  woman, 
although  never  allowing  her  various  responsibili- 
ties outside  of  the  home  to  interfere  with  her  de- 
voting the  necessary  attention  to  training  her  chil- 
dren. She  is  a member  of  the  Friends’  Church,  to 
which  Mr.  Hall  also  belonged.  In  politics  Mr. 
Hall  was  a Republican,  but  never  cared  for  the 
holding  of  public  office. 
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BURRILL  HERBERT  DAVIS,  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  finn  of  Davis  & Slocum,  and  a prominent 
business  man  of  North  Kingstown,  was  born  in 
Exeter,  R.  I.,  Dec.  28,  1853,  son  of  Philip  Bates 
Davis,  and  grandson  of  John  Davis. 

John  Davis  was  a prosperous  farmer  in  Exeter, 
and  marketed  a great  deal  of  his  produce,  particu- 
larly fruits  and  vegetables,  in  Newport.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Miranda  Bates,  and  (second)  Miss  Sa- 
rah Havens.  His  two  sons  were : Philip  Bates  and 
Daniel  B. 

Philip  Bates  Davis  was  born  in  Exeter  and  spent 
his  school  days  there.  He  followed  the  mason’s 
trade  all  of  his  life,  and  was  prominent  in  the  public 
affairs  of  his  native  place,  being  overseer  of  the 
poor,  and  auctioneer.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. He  married  Almira  Kettle,  of  West  Green- 
wich. Of  their  family  of  eleven  children,  four  lived 
to  years  of  maturity,  and  we  have  record  of : John 
IMarv  W.,  who  married  John  T.  Arnold,  and  has 
three  children — Lola  S.,  Leonora  M.  and  Nellie  M. ; 
Carrie,  who  married  Walter  E.  Jackson;  Abby  A., 
deceased,  who  married  (first)  Clark  Madison,  had 
two  children — Ida  M.  and  George  A. — and  (sec- 
ond) Pardon  T.  Cranston,  by  whom  she  had  seven 
children — James,  Byron,  Daisy,  Burrill,  Minnie, 
Evie  and  Charles ; and  Burrill  Herbert. 

Burrill  Herbert  Davis  spent  his  early  schooldays 
in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  in  1873  began  clerking  for 
Ambrose  C.  Taylor,  in  the  general  merchandise 
store  at  LaFayette,  becoming  that  gentleman’s  part- 
ner in  1887.  In  1891,  on  Mr.  Taylor’s  retirement 
from  the  business,  IMr.  Davis  took  into  partnership 
Herbert  Daniel  Slocum,  and  since  that  time  the  firm 
has  continued  under  the  name  of  Davis  & Slocum. 
Mr.  Davis  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is  filling 
the  position  of  postmaster  at  LaFayette.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Advent  Church,  of  which  he 
is  deacon  and  clerk. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Emma  Frances  Brown, 
daughter  of  John  F.  Brown,  of  East  Greenwich,  R. 
I.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  no  children  of  their 
own  living,  but  have  reared  Mrs.  Davis’  sister  since 
she  was  one  week  old. 

HORACE  M.  BARNS.  In  the  death  of  Mr.' 
Barns,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Bristol  Dec. 
24,  1896,  when  he  was  in  the  seventy-fourth  year 
ot  his  age,  the  town  lost  one  of  its  remarkably  suc- 
cessful business  men  and  able  financiers,  and  as  well 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  its  adjacent  terri- 
tory, for  his  holdings  in  corporations  were  not  few 
nor  confined  to  the  State  in  which  he  lived ; and  in 
the  conduct  of  these  corporations  his  advice  was 
often  sought  and  judgment  followed. 

Born  in  February,  1823,  at  Bucksport,  Maine,  a 
seaport  on  the  Penobscot  river,  Mr.  Barns  was  the 
son  of  Capt.  William  and  Sophronia  (Bowles) 
Barns,  of  Bucksport,  and  later  of  Belfast.  His 
grandparents  were  Timothy  (born  in  1756)  and 
Betsy  (Mudgett)  Barns,  and  his  great-grandpar- 


ents were  Abraham  and  Sarah  (Wentworth) 
Barns,  who  were  married  in  1752.  Abraham 
Barns  came  from  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  proba- 
bly from  Litchfield. 

Horace  M.  Barns  received  his  schooling  in 
Maine  and  at  Havana,  Cuba,  where  his  father  lived 
for  some  time  just  prior  to  1840.  Young  Barns 
started  when  yet  in  his  teens  to  gain  a livelihood. 
He  was  adventurous,  and  at  nineteen  years  of  age 
came  to  Bristol,  R.  L,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  said, 
of  following  the  sea,  as  in  his  younger  days  he 
had  a great  liking  for  the  water.  He  sailed  from 
Bristol  in  1842  on  the  barctue  “Emigrant,”  owned 
by  the  firm  of  A.  T.  & T.  J.  Usher,  of  Bristol,  on 
a whaling  voyage  to  the  South  Pacific  ocean. 
Like  other  prosperous  merchants  who  followed  the 
sea,  he  shipped  as  a seaman  before  the  mast.  He 
returned  to  Bristol  in  the  same  vessel  in  which  he 
shipped.  Soon  after  his  return  from  the  sea  he 
accepted  a clerkship  with  the  firm  mentioned  and 
soon  was  promoted  to  be  head  clerk.  In  the  late 
forties  he  associated  himself  with  Samuel  Norris 
and  C.  R.  Dimond,  also  of  Bristol,  and  the  firm 
Norris  & Barns  built  and  started  the  Bristol  Sugar 
Refinery,  a large  brick  structure  near  the  harbor 
in  Bristol.  The  firm  carried  on  a commercial  bus- 
iness with  Cuba  and  other  West  Indian  islands 
for  years,  importing  sugar,  molasses  and  other 
West  Indian  products.  When  the  firm  dissolved 
partnership  some  years  later  IMr.  Barns  associated 
himself  with  Judge  J.  Russell  Bullock,  also  of 
Bristol,  and  for  some  years  they  carried  on  a bank- 
ing, real-estate  and  brokerage  business  in  Chicago. 

Beginning  his  business  career  on  exceedingly 
small  capital,  Mr.  Barns  by  close  application  and 
shrewd  business  ability  succeeded  year  by  year  un- 
til he  accumulated  a large  competency.  His  tastes, 
it  is  said,  were  simple,  and  he  was  never  given  to 
extravagance.  He  kept  track  of  much  of  the  de- 
tails of  his  business  and  had  a general  supervision 
over  it.  He  was  careful  in  contracting  bills,  and 
was  equally  careful  in  seeing  that  when  contracted 
they  were  promptly  paid. 

Mr.  Barns  was  a stockholder  and  director  in 
many  of  the  Fall  River  cotton-mills,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  president  of  the  Globe  Yarn 
Mills.  He  was  a stockholder  in  the  Fall  River  & 
Providence  Line  of  boats,  and  was  one  of  the 
prime  movers  in  incorporating  the  Providence  & 
Bristol  Railroad  Company  years  ago.  He  was  a 
shareholder  in  the  Industrial  Trust  Company  at 
Providence,  being  one  of  its  directors  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  It  has  been  stated  that  a short 
time  before  his  death,  when  the  latter  company 
was  a little  pushed  on  account  of  a great  scarcity 
of  money,  he  came  forward,  and  by  his  advice  the’ 
interests  of  the  company  were  protected  beyond 
all  fears. 

Mr.  Barns  was  also  identified  with  various 
commercial  interests  in  New  York  and  at  one  time 
resided  in  that  city.  “He  was  possessed  of  a most 
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retentive  memory  and  his  years  of  acquaintance 
with  financial  matters,  coupled  with  his  shrewd- 
ness and  far-seeing  ability,  made  him  a man  whose 
advice  in  regard  to  money  matters  was  much 
t sought  after  by  prominent  people  in  the  business 
^vorld,  his  judgment  in  these  respects  being  con- 
sidered excellent.” 

i\Ir.  Barns  had  a decidedly  legal  cast  of  mind 
and  took  naturally  to  the  study  of  law,  of  which 
he  was  always  very  fond.  Although  he  never  be- 
came a lawyer  he  was  unusually  well  read  in  legal 
matters,  as  a result  of  study  and  also  from  long 
business  association  with  Judge  Bullock,  by  which 
he  profited  greatly,  having  a retentive  memory 
which  served  him  especially  well  in  the  acquisition 
of  such  knowledge.  Mr.  Barns  was  a strong  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views,  in  his  interest  in 
such  matters  following  the  lead  of  his  father,  for 
Capt.  William  Barns  was  a power  in  politics  in 
his  locality  during  the  forties. 

During  his  later  years  Mr.  Barns  made  a num- 
ber of  trips  to  Europe.  He  was  twice  married, 
marrying  first,  Aug.  4,  1852,  Miss  Harriet  Byron 
Norris,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Norris,  of  Bristol. 
She  died  in  the  early  sixties,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
the  family  at  the  time  residing  there.  On  July  21, 
1866,  Mr.  Barns  married  (second)  Mrs.  Sarah  T. 
Snow,  of  Bristol,  who,  with  two  daughters.  Isoline 
N.  and  Harriet  B.,  both  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
survived  him.  In  all  its  relations  his  life  was  the 
highest  expression  of  good  citizenship.  As  hus- 
band and  father,  as  private  citizen,  as  business 
man,  and  as  counsellor  and  friend,  he  was  ever 
mindful  of  the  duty  thereby  imposed  and  sought 
to  discharge  it  with  the  utmost  fidelity. 

GALEN  DAVIS,  a lifelong  resident  of  New- 
port, and  one  of  its  representative  and  respected 
citizens,  belongs  to  one  of  New  England’s  time- 
honored  families,  whose  American  history  runs 
back  to  the  first  half  century  of  the  Colony. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  name  Davis  occurs 
in  the  records  of  Newport  in  1673,  when  one 
Aaron  Davis,  on  Feb.  25th  of  that  year,  sold  prop- 
erty there.  In  the  fall  of  1694  his  name  was 
among  the  proprietors  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  and 
four  years  later  he  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  that  place,  succeeding 
Hugh  Mosier.  This  church  was  one  organized  in 
1684  and  embraced  in  its  membership  people  living 
in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  Tiverton  and  Little  Comp- 
ton. Aaron  Davis  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  In  1707  occurs  another  record  of  the 
transfer  of  property  by  him,  when  he  deeded  to  his 
son  Aaron,  of  Little  Compton,  land  in  West  Quad- 
naig,  R.  I.  While  the  records  of  his  family  are 
incomplete,  it  is  supposed  that  he  and  his  wife 
Mary  were  the  parents  of  four  other  sons,  viz. : (i) 
William,  of  Newport  and  East  Greenwich,  who  by 
his  wife  Frances  had  three  children,  William, 
Henry  and  Frances;  (2)  Joshua,  of  the  same 
towns,  who  married  iMary  Scott  and  became  the 


father  of  William,  Aaron,  John,  Rebecca  and 
Katherine;  (3)  Samuel,  of  Kingstown;  and  (4) 
John,  of  Rorth  Kingstown.  For  generations  the 
posterity  of  Aaron  and  Mary  were  of  Little  Comp- 
ton record,  while  through  Jeffrey  Davis  descends 
the  particular  branch  of  the  family  which  has  been 
for  generations  connected  with  the  Quidnick  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  Quidnick,  R.  I.  and  which 
founded  Davisville,  in  North  Kingstown. 

There  exists  in  North  Kingstown,  according  to 
Arnold,  a fragmentary  record  of  the  births  of  the 
children  of  Henry  and  Deliverance  Davis : Henry 
was  born  March  ii,  1729;  a second  son  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1731;  a daughter,  iMarch  15,  1733;  De- 
liverance, June  15,  1735;  ^”tl  another  son,  June 
25>  1737-  Orie  of  these  unnamed  sons  is  supposed 
to  have  been  Benjamin  Davis,  as  a record  of  his 
children  follows  directly  after  the  other.  These 
children,  born  to  him  and  his  wife  Phoebe,  were : 
Wdlliam,  born  Oct.  29,  1756;  Ruth,  July  26,  1759; 
Mary,  March  2,  1761;  Jeffrey,  Dec.*  17,  1762; 
Mary,  Aug.  17,  1764;  Benjamin,  March  10,  1766; 
Phoebe,  May  i,  1767;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  16,  1770; 
Sarah  and  Hannah,  twins,  July  14,  1774;  Waity, 
Oct.  27,  1776;  John  Warner,  April  22,  1780  (this 
youngest  son  was  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Ga- 
len Davis)  ; and  Anna,  May  10,  1782  (who  died  in 
infancy). 

John  W'Yrner  Davis  was  born  in  Newport 
April  22,  1780,  and  died  there  Aug.  18,  1848. 
His  business  was  that  of  a dealer  in  meats,  provis- 
ions and  groceries.  He  married  Elizabeth  Moore, 
of  Newport,  and  they  had  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Phoebe,  born  May  7,  1799;  John  Henry, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Eliza,  born  May  23,  1802; 
John  WMrner,  Jr.,  April  21,  1804;  Ann  Maria, 
Feb.  12,  1806;  Henry  Moore,  Dec.  6,  1809  (who 
died  in  infancy)  ; and  Henry  Moore,  Dec.  6,  1809 
(who  became  an  Episcopal  minister,  and  died  Sept. 
29,  1875). 

John  Warner  Davis,  Jr.,  born  April  21,  1804, 
in  Newport,  passed  the  sixty-five  years  of  his 
earthly  pilgrimage  in  his  native  city,  and  there 
died  Dec.  20,  1869.  In  his  younger  days  a clerk, 
he  later  went  into  business  for  himself,  dealing  in 
groceries,  coal  and  wood.  At  first  a Whig,  then  a 
Republican,  he  was  always  active  in  public  life,  and 
filled  various  official  positions,  acting  as  city  mar- 
slfal  many  years,  as  deputy  Sheriff,  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  court  and  clerk  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Newport  county.  Eraternally  he  was  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A. 
M. ; always  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks,  he  at- 
tained the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry.  His 
wife  was  Sarah  Ann  Coddington,  born  May  14, 
1803,  daughter  of  John  Coddington,  and  a direct 
descendant  of  Governor  Coddington,  of  * Rhode 
Island.  She  died  in  Newport  Dec.  10,  1891.  the 
mother  of  nine  children.  Seven  sons  grew  to  ma- 
turity : ( I ) Billings  Burdick,  a blacksmith,  died 

in  Newport.  He  married  Cornelia  Bateman,  of 
that  city.  (2)  William,  a clerk  and  bookkeeper. 
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died  in  Patchogue,  L.  I.  He  married  Laura  La- 
cey, of  Stamford.  Conn.  (3)  Henry  Laurens 
went  to  California  in  1850,  engaged  in  various  en- 
terprises, and  is  now  living  there  as  a retired  capi- 
talist. He  married  (first)  i\Iiss  Susan  Spencer 
and  (second)  Hiss  Annie  Gofife,  both  of  Newport. 
(4)  Benjamin  Warren  was  a clerk  by  occupation, 
married  IMiss  iMartha  Burdick,  of  Newport,  and 
died  in  Brockton,  Hass.  (5)  John  married  i\Iiss 
Anna  Barker,  of  Newport,  was  employed  as  a 
bookkeeper  in  Breckenridge,  Colo.,  and  there 
died.  (6)  A sketch  of  Galen,  the  next  son,  fol- 
lows. (7)  Salmon  Wheaton  married  Hiss  Lydia 
Cranston,  of  Newport,  where  for  many  years  he 
was  a grocer,  and  there  died. 

Galen  Davis  was  born  Aug.  12,  1835,  in  New- 
port, and  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  then 
spent  four  years  at  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade  un- 
der Augustus  G.  Greene,  after  which  he  worked 
one  year  at  carpentering  with  John  G.  Weeden. 
He  was  thus  employed  till  1890.  working  in  turn 
for  Daniel  Cook,  Thomas  Nason,  Alexander  Mc- 
Intosh, James  Hazard  and  George  Hazard.  Since 
1890  he  has  been  in  business  for  himself  as  a 
carpenter  and  cabinet-maker,  and  his  long  experi- 
ence has  given  him  a thorough  knowledge  of  his 
calling  in  all  its  details.  He  has  built  up  a reputa- 
tion as  a skilful  workman  and'  has  been  successful. 
His  time  has  been  given  almost  exclusively  to  his 
own  affairs,  but  one  very  strong  interest  of  his 
has  been  the  Newport  Artillery  Company,  the  old- 
est active  military  organization  in  the  United 
States,  of  which  Hr.  Davis  was  a member  for 
twenty-one  years.  In  political  matters  Hr.  Davis 
has  always  supported  the  Republican  ])arty  on  na- 
tional issues,  but  in  the  city  affairs  he  takes  an 
independent  stand.  He  has  also  been  a member  of 
the  Newport  Historical  Society  for  a number  of 
years. 

On  Nov.  7,  1882,  IMr.  Davis  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  IMiss  Hary  Seabury  Easton,  daughter  of 
the  late  Benjamin  and  Charlotte  (Tew)  (Tilley) 
Easton.  The  only  child  born  to  this  union,  Henry 
Laurens,  died  in  infancy.  Hr.  and  Hrs.  Davis 
attend  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  are  promi- 
nent there  in  their  work  and  support.  Of  cordial 
manners  and  most  social  nature,  their  home  is  al- 
ways hospitably  open,  ])articularly  to  the  young 
people,  and  they  are  beloved  by  a large  circle  of 
friends. 

GEORGE  HENRY  DULLER,  one  of  WHon- 
socket’s  best  known  business  men.  who  for  many 
years  has  been  engaged  in  the  ice,  coal  and  wood 
business,  is  a veteran  of  the  great  Civil  war,  and  a 
worthy  successor  of  his  late  uncle,  Edwin  Ballou 
Hiller.  Hr.  Hiller  was  born  in  Eranklin,  Mass., 
in  1840,  .son  of  Lorenzo  Dow  Hiller. 

Lorenzo  D.  Hiller  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Cumberland.  Hay  2.  1816,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Polly  (Ballou)  Hiller,  and  grandson  of  William 


^kliller,  a full  history  of  the  Aliller  family  appearing 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Lorenzo  D.  IMiller  was 
in  early  life  engaged  in  boat  building,  and  spent 
some  years  at  Franklin,  Hass.,  but  in  later  life  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  patent  medicines.  He  died» 
Aug.  16,  1858,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed.  Hr.  HilleV  was  mar- 
ried Jan.  I,  1840,  to  Loretta  H.  Darling,  born  Nov. 
22,  1811,  w’ho  died  at  the  age  of  ninetv-three 
years,  July  31,  1904,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  George 
H.,  who  had  cared  for  her  in  her  declining  vears. 
She  was  buried  beside  her  husband,  in  the  Shel- 
donville  (IMass.)  cemetery.  Six  children  were  born 
to  Hr.  and  Hrs.  Lorenzo  Dow  Hiller,  namely: 
George  H. ; Francis  E.,  who  died  Dec.  20,  1898 ; 
Alonzo,  connected  with  the  Enterprise  Portrait 
Company,  Lawrence,  Hass. ; Charles  W.,  who  died 
Oct.  15,  1897,  at  Lawrence,  Hass.;  Albert  A.,  who 
died  July  15,  1845,  Eugene  A.,  wdiose  death 
occurred  Sept.  3,  1852. 

George  Henry  Hiller  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  locality,  and  w^as  but  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Woonsocket,  here 
attending  the  Woonsocket  High  school.  After 
leaving  school  he  engaged  wfith  his  uncle,  Edwfin  B. 
Hiller,  wfith  whom  he  remained  until  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war,  at  wfiiich  time  he  offered  his  ser- 
vices to  his  country,  being  accepted  as  a member  of 
Company  D,  ist  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Oct.  8, 
1861,  and  spent  three  years  in  the  service,  being 
mustered  out  Oct.  10,  1864,  with  the  rank  of 
quartermaster  sergeant.  He  was  on  detached  ser- 
vice as  private  orderly  to  General  Dufifie,  and  was 
in  active  service  all  during  his  enlistment,  going 
through  the  Shenandoah  Valley  wfith  Sheridan, 
and  being  with  Kilpatrick,  Custer  and  Merritt. 
Always  a gallant  soldier,  Mr.  Miller  bears  an  hon- 
orable war  record.  After  returning  to  his  home 
he  again  engaged  wfith  his  uncle  in  the  ice  business, 
to  which  he  succeeded  in  1880,  and  in  1888,  added 
coal  and  wood  to  the  company’s  product.  For  over 
a quarter  of  a century  he  has  been  the  largest  ice 
dealer  north  of  Providence,  having  made  a decided 
success  of  his  venture. 

In  politics  Hr.  Hiller  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  on  the  formation  of  the  city  government  in 
1888,  he  was  elected  alderman  from  the  Fifth 
w'ard  for  two  years,  and  in  the  second  year  w'as 
president  of  the  board,  although  he  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker  nor  cared  for  public  preferment. 
During  his  term  as  president  the  franchise  of  the 
street  railway  w-as  granted.  He  is  a member  of 
Horning  Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  A.  E.  & A.  IM., 
Woonsocket,  of  wfiiich  he  is  past  master;  of  Union 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  5 ; of  Woonsocket  Coun- 
cil; Woonsocket  Commandery,  Knights  Templar; 
of  the  I.  ().  O.  E.  Lodge,  No.  10,  Woonsocket,  and 
of  Smith  Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Woonsocket. 

In  1866  Hr.  Hiller  w’as  married  to  Hary  E. 
Vose,  daughter  of  Albert  C.  Vose,  of  Lincoln, 
R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  were  born : IMary  Alice, 
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who  died  at  nineteen  years  of  age,  a member  of 
the  graduating  class  of  Woonsocket  High  school; 
Emma  Louise,  who  married  Waldo  P.  Rhodes, 
and  resides  in  Providence,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  of  Starkweather  & Shepley ; 
Harriet  E.,  who  married  George  Wells  Rickard^ 
a member  of  the  Evening  Reporter  staff,  Woon- 
socket; George  Vose  (with  his  father  in  business), 
who  married  Sadie  DeCosta,  daughter  of  Henry 
DeCosta,  and  has  one  child;  and  Albert,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Miller  is  junior  warden  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  Mr^.  Miller 
also  belongs. 

iMILLER  (Bristol  branch).  Since  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  the  jMillers  of  Bristol — or  per- 
haps it  should  be  said  of  Warren  and  Bristol,  for 
the  earlier  family  was  of  Warren — have  figured 
prominently  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  espe- 
cially conspicuous  was  Gen.  Nathan  Miller,  of 
Warren,  during  the  Revolution  and  the  period  just 
following  it,  Mr.  Miller  receiving  in  October,  1775, 
the  appointment,  at  the  hands  of  the  General  x4s- 
sembly,  of  commissary  to  the  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Brig.-Gen.  Esek  Hopkins,  who  were 
stationed  on  Rhode  Island.  In  1779  Air.  Miller 
was  made  a brigadier-general  and  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  militia  of  Newport  county.  He  was 
chosen  a delegate  in  1786  to  represent  Rhode  Is- 
land in  the  Continental  Congress.  Nelson  Aliller, 
too,  saw  much  active  service  in  the  Revolution, 
serving  in  all,  it  has  been  stated,  some  six  years. 
He  was  at  Bunker  Hill,  was  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton  under  Washington,  at  Valley  Forge,  and 
also  present  at  the  surrender  of  General  Cornwal- 
lis, at  Yorktown.  Alore  recent  generations  of  the 
family  have  filled  high  and  honorable  public  posi- 
tions in  the  town  and  State,  and  others  have  no 
less  creditably  acquitted  themselves  on  the  adja- 
cent Rhode  Island  water-courses  in  the  maritime 
service,  as  commanders  and  masters  of  vessels. 

The  name  has  been  a familiar  one  in  Warren 
and  Bristol  through  the  lives  and  work  of  such 
men  as  Nelson  Aliller,  Capt.  James  Aliller  (a  son 
of  Nelson),  and,  among  the  latter’s  sons,  Capt. 
Augustus  N.  Miller,  for  many  years  in  the  mari- 
time service  in  various  capacities,  among  them  that 
of  pilot  of  the  old  steamer  “Empire  State,’’  a Fall 
River  and  New  York  boat,  and  captain  of  the  “Old 
Colony,”  of  Newport,  of  the  Fall  River  Line  of 
steamers;  Hon.  William  Jones  Aliller,  journalist, 
former  collector  of  the  port  of  Warren  and  Bristol, 
often  a delegate  to  the  National  conventions  and  a 
number  of  times  representative  from  Bristol  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  and  as  well  a prom- 
inent Odd  Fellow;  and  James  Allen  Aliller,  long  a 
substantial  business  man  and  leading  citizen  of 
Bristol.  With  these  men  and  their  ancestry  it  is 
the  purpose  of  this  article  to  deal  briefly,  and  as 
well  with  the  younger  generation,  representatives 
of  w'hich  are  now  in  active  business  life  in  both 


Bristol  and  Warren,  among  them  Horace  L,  of  the 
former  town,  Charles  L.,  of  Warren,  and  Archi- 
bald Munro. 

(I)  John  Alillard  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  are 
the  earliest  ancestors  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have 
any  knowledge. 

(II)  Robert  Alillard  married  Elizabeth  Sabin. 

(HI)  Robert  Aliller,  Jr.,  married  Charity 

Thurber. 

These  three  generations  are  buried  in  a ceme- 
tery east  of  Warren.  Their  tombstones  are  to- 
gether, and  the  names  are  spelled  differently,  as 
given  in  the  foregoing. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Miller,  born  in  Rehoboth  in 
1706,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1747.  He  mar- 
ried Alehitable  Thayer,  and  on  her  tombstone  is 
engraved:  “Mehitable,  wife  of  Benjamin  Aliller, 
died  February  10,  1775,  aged  68  years. 

“An  Angel’s  arm  can’t  snatch  me  from  the 
Grave, 

Legions  of  Angels  can’t  confine  me  There.” 

Children  of  Benjamin  and  Alehitable  Miller  are 
of  record  in  the  town  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  as  early  as 
^733>  on  Oct.  20th  of  which  year  their  son  James 
was  born.  The  record  of  their  younger  children 
is  as  follows:  Patience,  born  April  i,  1736;  Ra- 
chel, Alay  2,  1738;  Alehetible,  Sept.  2,  1740;  Rob- 
ert, March  i,  1742-43;  Alary,  Alarch  4,  1744-45; 
and  Sarah,  Jan.  19,  1746. 

(V)  Benjamin  Aliller  (2)  (referred  to  in  the 
records  as  Benjamin,  Jr.j,  probably  a son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Alehitable,  married  Jan.  10,  1751  (W’ar- 
rentown  records),  Hope  Cole,  and  their  children 
were:  Alehitable,  born  June  18,  1753;  Elizabeth, 
June  18,  1753;  Nelson,  July  26,  1754;  and  Hope, 
Nov.  25,  1757. 

(VI)  Nelson  Aliller,  born  July  26,  1754,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Allen,  who  was  born  June  20,  1752, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  and  Sarah  Allen.  Air. 
Aliller  died  Alarch  2,  1840,  in  his  eighty-sixth 
year,  and  Airs.  Aliller  died  on  June  13,  1838,  aged 
eighty-six  years. 

Nelson  Aliller,  then  of  Warren,  enlisted  in 
Alay,  1775,  for  service  in  the  Revolution  as  a drum- 
mer, for  the  period  of  eight  months,  under  Cap- 
tain Alartindale,  in  Col.  Thomas  Church’s  regi- 
ment. He  re-enlisted  in  January,  1776,  for  twelve 
months,  as  drum-major  under  Col.  Henry  Bab- 
cock and  Capt.  Coring  Peck.  He  again  enlisted  as 
a drum-major  in  January,  1777,  for  fifteen  months, 
under  Colonel  Crary  and  Capt.  Caleb  Carr.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains. 

(VH)  Capt.  James  Aliller,  born  Oct.  10,  1794, 
married  April  7,  1813,  Rebecca  Smith  Alunro, 
born  about  1794,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Alunro, 
and  their  children  were:  Sarah  AT.  born  Oct.  7, 
1814;  Augustus  N.,  Feb.  9,  1816;  William  Jones, 
Jan.  19,  (or  20),  1818;  Abby  Lindsey,  April  3, 
1820;  Rebecca  Smith,  Alarch  19,  1822;  Phebc  S., 
July  28,  1824;  James,  Alarch  26,  1826;  James  Al- 
len, June  I,  1827;  Isabella  A.,  June  30,  1829;  Hope 
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Nelson,  Sept.  8,  1831  ; :\Iary  Louisa,  Jan.  16,  1834; 
Helen. iMarion,  Dec.  6,  1835  ; and  Nelson,  iNIay  26, 

1838. 

Captain  iMiller  was  occupied  in  maritime  pur- 
suits, becoming  a master  of  packet  sloops  that 
plied  in  Rhode  Island's  waters  about  Bristol,  Prov- 
idence, Fall  River  and  Newport.  He  died  in  Bris- 
tol Aug.  20,  1846,  aged  fifty-one  years,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  Oct.  14,  1869,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 

(\'III)  James  Allex  ^Miller,  son  of  Capt. 
James  and  Rebecca  Smith  (Munro)  Miller,  was 
born  June  i,  1827,  in  Bristol;  R.  I.,  and  there 
passed  his  early  school  days.  W hile  in  his  teens 
he  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  Providence,  and 
in  company  with  Samuel  IMillard,  George  W^.  Dan- 
ielson and’  Clement  Webster  started  a newspaper. 
The  Sentinel,  which  they  ran  for  six  months. 
From  1844  to  1851,  however,  ]Mr.  Miller  led  a 
mariner's  life,  first  as  a hand  before  the  mast,  and 
later  as  captain  of  the  sloop  “Arion,”  one  of  the 
famous  packets  running  between  Providence  and 
New  York.  In  1851  Mr.  Miller  re-entered  the 
newspaper  field,  and  for  the  succeeding  fifteen 
years  was  well  known  to  the  people  of  Providence 
as  the  writer  of  many  of  the  editorials  in  the  Post 
and  Herald. 

In  1866  i\Ir.  Miller  returned  to  his  native  town, 
Bristol,  where  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  and 
hardware  business  on  Bradford  street,  and  in  1903 
he  removed  to  his  present  business  location.  No. 
557  Hope  street. 

Outside  of  his  own  particular  line  of  business 
Mr.  Miller  has  been  a leading  factor  in  the  affairs 
of  Bristol.  He  has  been  especially  active  in  finan- 
cial matters,  having  served  as  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  and  also  of  the  Bristol  Insti- 
tution of  Savings,  and  he  is  now  a director  of  the 
Bristol  branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company. 
A Democrat  in  national  politics,  an  independent 
one  in  local  matters,  for  many  vears  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  Many  years  ago  he 
joined  the  Odd  Fellows  in  Bristol. 

On  April  29,  1850,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  at 
Assonet,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Bathsheba  Simmons 
Hathaway,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Pearce)  Hathaway.  Mrs.  IMiller  died  July  27, 
1902.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children:  (1) 
Mary  Rebecca  died  young.  (2)  Frances  Adelaide 
died  young.  (3)  Sarah  died  young.  (4)  Martha 
Abby  married  Charles  H.  Church,  and  has  one 
child,  Millie  Dimond.  (5)  James  Augustus,  who 
died  in  November,  1904,  was  a musician  of  great 
talent,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  organist 
and  choirmaster  of  the  Bank  Street  M.  E.  Church 
at  Fall  River,  iMass.  (6)  Nelson  died  young.  (7) 
Louise  Williams  married  Albertus  Augustus  Al- 
den.  (8)  Horace  Irving  and  (9)  Archibald 
Munro  are  in  business  with  their  father  in  Bris- 
tol, Rhode  Island. 


GEORGE  W.  CALLAHAN,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing horseshoers  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  is  a native  of 
that  city,  and  the  son  of  the  late  Michael  Callahan, 
who  was  also  for  many  years  one  of  Newport's 
leading  blacksmiths.  Charles  Callahan,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Ireland,  where  he  spent  his 
life,  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  he  died  in 
1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  mar- 
ried Katherine  Burns,  by  whom  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, among  them  being  iMichael  Callahan,  our 
subject's  father. 

Michael  Callahan  was  born  in  September,  1835, 
in  Monaghan,  Ireland,  and  when  nineteen  years  of 
age,  in  1854,  came  to  America.  Eor  a short  time 
after  his  arrival  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  and  then  served  his  apprenticeship 
as  a horseshoer  and  blacksmith  at  Warren,  R.  I., 
under  John  Cole.  In  1858  he  came  to  Newport, 
and  was  employed  as  a horseshoer  on  Bath  Road, 
for  William  Kaull,  for  some  time,  later  entering 
the  employ  of  George  L.  White,  on  Earewell  street, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  about  six  years.  In 
January,  1864,  Mr.  Callahan  purchased  the  shop 
of  Mr.  White,  and  successfully  conducted  the  same 
until  January,  1881,  when  on  account  of  illness  he 
was  compelled  to  retire  from  active  work,  and  he 
sold  the  place  to  John  E.  Leddy.  He  lived  re- 
tired until  his  death  in  Newport,  May  27,  1894. 
Mr.  Callahan  was  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  very 
domestic  in  his  habits,  and  particularly  fond  of 
children.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. He  was  a consistent  member  of  St.  Mary’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Callahan  married  Mary  T.  Dring,  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  Dring,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
New  England’s  oldest  families.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Callahan  were  born  children  as  follows : Kath- 
erine, the  widow  of  Charles  A.  Holland,  of  New- 
port; George  W. ; Francis  P.,  who  was  general 
manager  of  a large  coal  mining  company  in  West 
Virginia,  and  died  April  23,  1906,  in  Boomer,  W. 
Va.  (he  married  Margaret  Sullivan,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.)  ; Maria,  a clerk  in  H.  L.  Dyer’s,  real  es- 
tate office;  Michael  C.,  foreman  for  John  Collon, 
the  contractor  and  builder  (he  married  Clara  I. 
Stevens,  of  Newport)  ; Ellen  D.,  a teacher  in  the 
Coddington  school,  of  Newport  ; Emily  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Harriet  P.,  who  is 
also  a teacher  in  the  Coddington  school ; and  John 
L.,  unmarried,  who  is  a horseshoer  in  the  employ 
of  his  brother  George. 

George  W.  Callahan  was  born  in  Newport 
April  15,  1865,  and,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  city,  became,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  bookkeeper  for  the  late  Achil- 
les Stevens,  carriage-maker,  remaining  in  his  em- 
ploy one  and  one-half  years.  He  was  employed 
the  next  year  as  a furniture  finisher  with  George 
E.  Vernon  & Co.  Mr.  Callahan  then  decided  to 
take  up  the  trade  of  horseshoer,  and  after  serving 
his  apprenticeship,  first  under  Benjamin  Bliven 
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and  later  with  A.  M.  Holm,  on  Jan.  26,  1886,  he 
purchased  of  Mr.  Leddy  the  shop  on  Farewell 
street,  formerly  owned  by  his  father.  Here  he  has 
since  continued  to  do  business,  and  has  met  with 
deserving  success,  having  for  patrons  the  owners 
of  some  of  the  best  horseflesh  in  Newport. 

Mr.  Callahan  is  socially  connected  with  the 
Foresters  of  America,  and  served  as  secretary  of 
Court  Friendship,  No.  31,  for  several  years.  He 
is  also  a member  of  Malbone  Lodge,  No.  93,  New 
England  Order  of  Protection,  and  of  Newport 
Council,  No.  134,  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion.  In 
politics  he  is  independent.  In  1906,  at  the  first  elec- 
tion held  under  the  new  charter  granted  the  city 
of  Newport,  Mr.  Callahan  was  elected  a member 
of  the  representative  council  from  the  Third  ward, 
for  die  two-year  term.  He  is  a member  of  St. 
Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  has  been 
closely  identified  with  church  work,  having  served 
for  about  ten  years  as  usher. 

On  Feb.  8,  1899,  Mr.  Callahan  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mabel  Goldie,  of  Newport,  daughter  of 
James  Goldie,  and  she  passed  away  in  Newport, 
March  lo,  1904,  leaving  two  children : George 
W.,  Jr.,  born  March  ii,  1900;  and  Mildred  C., 
born  Feb.  14,  1904,  who  died  Aug.  16,  1904. 

Mr.  Callahan  on  the  maternal  side  is  descended 
from  several  of  New  England’s  earliest  settled 
families,  among  them  the  Clarke,  Dring,  Rogers, 
Babcock  and  Weeden  families. 

WILLIAM  TRUBEE  BURROW,  deceased. 
In  the  death  of  William  Trubee  Burrow,  which 
occurred  Jan.  16,  1905,  at  his  home  in  Saylesville, 
R.  L,  the  manufacturing  world  lost  a thoroughly 
proficient  man  in  his  line,  and  one  whose  example 
might,  if  followed,  go  far  toward  lessening  the 
prevalent  friction  between  employers  and  em- 
ployees. Mr.  Burrow  was  of  English  birth,  born 
Aug.  5,  1839,  Leeds,  son  of  John  and  Ann  (But- 
terfield) Burrow. 

John  Burrow  was  a man  well  known  in  the 
manufacturing  world  of  England,  having  held  a 
number  of  highly  responsible  positions.  In  early 
life  he  was  manager  of  the  dye  works  of  Thomas 
Haigh  & Sons,  of  Leeds,  and  from  there  he  went 
to  Halifax,  England,  where  for  twenty  years  he 
filled  a similar  i)Osition  with  Moxen  Kirk.  He  left 
that  concern  to  accept  a place  as  manager  for 
Oates,  Ingham  & Sons,  of  Bradford,  England,  and 
remained  with  them  till  1873,  when  he  was  given 
an  interest  in  the  business  of  S.  & L.  Margenison, 
piece  and  yarn  dyers  in  Bradford,  and  also  acted 
as  manager  of  the  works.  This  lasted  but  a short 
time,  however,  as  only  a few  months  later  he  was 
taken  ill  and  passed  from  the  scene  of  his  labors 
in  October,  1873,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

John  Burrow  married  Miss  Ann  Butterfield, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Butterfield.  She  lived  only  to 
the  age  of  thirty-four  years,  and  dying  in  1853 
left  her  husband  with  seven  children  to  rear,  viz. ; 
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Joseph  B.,  born  Dec.  31,  1834,  formerly  book- 
keeper of  the  Glenlyon  Dye  Works,  now  living  re- 
tired in  Saylesville,  R.  1. ; William  T.,  our  subject; 
Martha  Ann,  a widow  residing  in  Halifax,  Eng- 
land ; Emily,  a widow,  who  lives  in  Bradford,  Eng- 
land ; Mary  Jane,  who  became  the  first  wife  of 
Frederick  Edgeworth,  and  died  in  Bradford,  Engr 
land;  Clarice,  who  was  the  second  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Edgeworth,  of  Saylesville,  where  she  died; 
and  Henrietta,  a widow,  living  in  Bradford. 

William  Trubee  Burrow  acquired  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools  of  Leeds,  his  native 
town,  attending  same  till  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  this  he  supplemented  by  such  constant 
reading  during  the  succeeding  years  that  he  be- 
came a very  well-informed  man  and  an  independ- 
ent and  forceful  thinker.  On  leaving  school  he  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  office  of  Joseph  Moxen  Kirk, 
where  he  displayed  such  precocity  and  mastered 
the  details  of  the  business  so  thoroughly  and  rap- 
idly that,  when  only  nineteen,  he  was  promoted  by 
Mr.  Kirk  to  the  position  of  manager  of  the  branch 
works  at  Bowling,  Bradford.  Eor  six  years  he  re- 
mained there,  and  then  in  1864  became  assistant 
manager  of  the  main  plant  operated  by  the  Kirks, 
one  of  the  largest  concerns  in  England.  His  next 
position  was  as  manager  of  the  plant  owned  by 
William  Dodd  & Company,  finishers  of  cotton  fab- 
rics, in  Manchester.  This  was  of  short  duration, 
however,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Dodd. 

At  this  juncture  Mr.  Burrow’s  technical  knowl- 
edge and  his  experience  were  sought  to  assist,  in 
company  with  Mather  and  Platt,  Mr.  James  Hay- 
wood in  perfecting  an  improved  self-acting  clip 
tender.  This  was  completed  and  brought  out,  and 
Mr.  Burrow  next  proceeded  to  Bradford,  where 
his  father  was  then  manager  for  Oates,  Ingham  & 
Sons,  and  acted  as  assistant  to  the  latter  for  about 
three  years.  An  interval  of  some  two  years  then 
followed,  during  which  time  he  was  engaged  with 
John  Bottrell  & Co.,  of  Leeds,  dyers  and  finish- 
ers, but  he  returned  to  the  former  concern  and  was 
in  charge  of  the  crabbing  and  singeing  department 
until  1873,  when  the  same  offer  made  to  his  father 
by  the  Margenisons  was  also  extended  to  him. 
He  entered  the  employ  of  that  firm,  and  when  his 
father  died  succeeded  him  as  manager,  holding 
the  position  till  1879. 

Meantime  the  growing  supremacy  of  America 
in  the  manufacturing  world  had  attracted  Mr.  Bur- 
row’s attention  and  in  May,  1880,  he  accepted  an 
offer  from  the  New  York  Dyeing  & Printing  Com- 
pany to  remove  to  the  United  States  and  for  about 
two  years  he  was  manager  of  the  Staten  Island 
Dye  Works.  In  1882  he  went  to  Lawrence,  Mass., 
to  assume  charge  of  the  finishing  and  dyeing  de- 
partment in  the  Arlington  Mills,  but  after  only 
about  one  year  he  accepted  in  the  fall  of  1883  an 
offer  from  the  Glenlyon  Dye  Works,  as  Sayles- 
ville, as  manager  of  that  plant.  The  works,  at 
that  time,  owned  by  W.  F.  & F.  C.  Sayles,  were 
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then  in  their  infancy,  but  in  the  twenty  odd  years 
of  his  most  efficient  management,  ended  only  by 
his  death,  INIr.  Burrow*  developed  the  plant  to  a re- 
markable extent  and  made  of  it  a most  thriving 
industry.  This  was  essentially  his  life's  work, 
and  in*  it  he  displayed  in  their  fullest  strength 
those  great  executive  powers  with  which  he  was  so 
amply  endowed. 

\Vith  all  his  intense  devotion  to  his  work  iSIr. 
Burrow  found  time  for  recreation  and  one  of  his 
favorite  avocations  was  photography.  Besides  his 
own  work  in  that  line,  which  was  quite  extensive 
and  resulted  in  a number  of  very  valuable  views, 
he  was  much  interested  in  all  amateur  photography 
and  for  a considerable  period  was  a member  of  the 
Camera  Club  of  Providence.  He  was  the  second 
president  chosen  by  the  club  and  served  several 
years.  He  was  a Mason,  and  belonged  to  Union 
Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Pawtucket,  and 
as  a young  man,  before  coming  to  America,  he 
was  a member  of  the  Third  West  Yorkshire  Rifle 
X'olunteers.  American  politics  did  not  appeal  to 
him  as  a field  for  action,  personally,  and  he  never 
affiliated  with  either  of  the  great  parties,  always 
taking  an  independent  stand. 

On  IMarch  25,  1861,  IMr.  Burrow  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Miss  Janet  Gunn,  of  Sunderland, 
England,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (W  ood) 
Gunn.  Having  no  children  of  their  own,  they 
adopted  three  children,  the  daughters  of  relatives, 
and  gave  to  them  true  parental  care  and  affection. 
One,  Janet  Gunn  Burrow,  married  Fred  Edge- 
worth,  of  Saylesville,  now  head  finisher  of  the  Sol- 
way Mills,  at  Westerly,  R.  I. ; they  have  one 
daughter,  Maria  Edgeworth.  The  other  two,  Clar- 
ice and  Dora,  are  at  home,  residing  with  Mrs.  Bur- 
row until  her  recent  death  in  Newport,  where  for  a 
few  years  before  his  death  Mr.  Burrow  had  main- 
tained a home.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the 
Sayles  Memorial  Chapel  (Congregational),  in  which 
Mr.  Burrow  was  always  one  of  the  most  active  work- 
ers, in  this  interest  having  the  co-operation  of  his 
devoted’  wife.  For  twelve  years  he  served  as  choir- 
master of  both  church  and  Sunday-school.  He 
was  naturally  of  a devout  nature,  and  his  genuine 
Christianity  dominated  his  whole  life. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life  Mr.  Burrow  showed 
himself  loyal  to  the  utmost.  To  his  employers  he 
ever  gave  the  most  faithful  and  efficient  service, 
while  his  employees  found  him  not  only  just,  but 
kind  and  thoughtful  of  their  welfare,  and  their  ap- 
preciation of  this  was  expressed  after  his  death  in 
the  engrossed  resolutions  presented  to  his  family 
by  the  overseers  and  operatives  of  the  Glenlyon 
Works.  His  home  life  was  ideal  and  he  was  de- 
voted to  his  family.  His  literary  tastes,  already  re- 
ferred to,  were  evidenced  hy  the  extent  and  char- 
acter of  his  library,  while  he  displayed  almost  an 
equal  fondness  for  music  and  was  a musician  of 
no  mean  quality  himself.  Seldom  is  so  well- 
rounded  a character  developed,  and  the  loss  of  so 
valuable  a life  is  correspondingly,  great. 


Dx\RLIXG.  In  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Darling,  late  of  the  extensive  firm  of  Brown, 
Sharpe  & Co.,  of  Providence,  which  occurred  sud- 
denly Oct.  12,  1896,  in  the  station  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad,  at  New  Haven, 
the  city  of  Providence  lost  one  of  its  best  known 
citizens,  a man  of  high  sense  of  honor  in  all  his 
dealings,  esteemed  and  respected,  and  a man,  too, 
of  means,  who  used  same  without  stint  against  com- 
pulsory vaccination,  believing  the  practice  of  it  to 
be  wrong. 

Born  in  the  town  of  Groton,  \T.,  IMr.  Darling 
was  a son  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Fisk)  Darling, 
whose  forefathers  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
Groton.  It  is  a matter  of  history  that  Capt.  Ed- 
mund Morse,  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  a son  of  Thomas, 
of  Reading,  Mass.,  was  the  first  settler  of  Groton, 
\’t.,  locating  there  about  1783-4,  with  Israel  Bailey, 
also  from  Haverhill,  Deacon  James  Abbott  and 
Jonathan  James,  all  four  being  the  first  to  make 
a temporary  residence  in  Groton.  The  next  set- 
tlers in  Groton  after  Morse  and  his  associates  were 
John  Darling  and  his  sons,  Roberts,  Samuel  and 
Moses,  who  came  from  Plaistow,  N.  H.  From  this 
family  came  the  present  race  of  Darlings  in  Gro- 
ton. 

John  Darling  married  Phebe  Roberts,  and  both 
died  in  Groton,  Vt.,  whither  they  had  gone  in  1787. 
Their  children  were : Roberts,  who  died  in  Groton, 
Jan.  4,  1840;  Jonathan,  who  died  in  Groton  Oct. 

9,  1820;  Samuel,  born  in  Plaistow,  N.  H.,  July 
18,  1774,  and  died  in  Groton,  Vt. : Josiah ; Stephen, 
who  married  in  Kennebunk,  IMaine,  and  died  in 
Groton  in  December,  1819;  Moses,  born  in  Hamp- 
stead, N.  H.,  and  died  in  Groton,  Vt.,  March  30, 
1866:  Meribah ; Dolly,  who  was  married  in  1793, 
and  died  in  Groton  Jan.  17,  1821  ; Sally,  born  in 
Hampstead,  N.  H.,  June  14,  1771,  and  died  June 
25,  1825  ; Phebe,  who  was  married  in  1802,  and 
died  in  Groton ; and  Hannah,  born  in  1804. 

Stephen  Darling,  son  of  John  and  Phebe 
(Roberts)  Darling,  married  Nancy  Fisk,  and  their 
children  were;  John,  born  in  Groton  Aug.  16, 
1808,  died  in  the  West  in  September,  1892;  At- 
lanta, born  May  i,  1810,  died  in  April,  1887; 
Joanna,  born  Aug.  27,  1812,  died  at  Boston  in 
September,  1870;  Samuel,  born  April  17,  1815, 
died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Oct.  12,  1896;  Rufus, 
born  in  1817;  and  Nancy,  born  in  1819,  died  July 

10.  1902. 

John  Darling,  son  of  Roberts  and  grandson  of 
the  pioneer  settler  John,  born  Oct.  14,  1789,  in 
the  town  of  Groton,  was  long  a prominent  citizen 
there.  He  was  elected  to  various  offices,  among 
thent  that  of  town  clerk,  which  office  he  held  from 
1822  to  1837.  He  also  was  a member  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1834,  1837  and  1838,  and  for  many  years 
was  a justice  of  the  peace  and  selectman.  His 
son,  Jonathan  Darling,  too,  was  a man  of  promi- 
nence in  Groton,  serving  as  assistant  judge  of 
Caledonia  county,  and  representing  the  town  in 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1361 


the  General  Assembly.  He  was  also  a State 
Senator. 

Looking  still  further  backward  in  the  annals  of 
New  England  we  find  that  authorities  on  early  New 
England  settlers  have  John  and  Dennis  Darling 
early  at  Braintree,  iNIass.  John  married  there  in 
1664  Elizabeth  Dowman ; and  Dennis  married, 
in  1662,  Hannah  Erancis;  both  had  children  and 
both  settled  at  Old  Mendon,  Mass.,  soon  after 
King  Philip’s  war,  John  taking  up  lands  in  what 
later  became  Blackstone,  and  Dennis  first  locating 
near  the  town  seat.  Erom  this  source  at  least 
came  many  of  the  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Is- 
land Darlings,  and  through  Capt.  John  Darling, 
son  of  Dennis,  born  at  Braintree,  Sept.  2,  1664, 
who  was  one  of  the  petitioners  of  the  town  of 
Bellingham)  Mass,  (incorporated  in  1719),  came 
the  Rhode  Island  Darlings. 

S.XMUKL  Darling,  of  Providence,  lost  his  par- 
ents when  he  was  a boy,  and  he  was  left  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  received 
a common-school  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town,  took  up  farming  as  an  occupa- 
tion in  his  early  manhood  in  his  native  State. 
He  had  early  developed  a taste  for  the  finer  grade 
of  mechanics,  and  while  tilling  the  soil  found 
abundant  time  to  study  and  perfect  himself  in  this 
trade.  He  studied  especially  the  construction  of 
tools  for  measurements,  such  as  gauges,  rules,  etc., 
and  in  1840,  being  then  about  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  he  removed  to  Bangor,  Maine,  where  he 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  machinist’s  small 
tools,  such  as  scales,  gauges,  and  other  instruments 
used  for  measuring  purposes,  his  partner  being  a 
Mr.  Swarts,  under  the  firm  name  of  Darling  & 
Swarts,  and  their  work  speedily  became  known  as 
that  which  was  second  to  none.  The  firm  of  Brown 
& Sharpe  of  Providence  was  making  a specialty 
of  manufacturing  the  same  tools  at  this  time,  and 
the  competition  between  the  two  firms  was  very 
great.  It  was  finally  decided  to  consolidate,  and 
in  1868  Mr.  Darling,  having  dissolved  his  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Swarts  in  1866,  came  to  Provi- 
dence, and  to  the  firm  of  Brown  & Sharpe  was 
added  the  firm  of  Darling,  Brown  & Sharpe.  Mr. 
Darling’s  interest  was,  however,  confined  to  the 
department  which  manufactured  the  measuring 
tools.  He  continued  to  be  a member  of  the  firm 
until  1894,  when  his  interest  was  bought  out  by 
the  firm  of  Brown  & Sharpe,  and  he  retired  from 
active  business  life.  He  was  a man  of  more  than 
usual  inventive  ability,  inventing  many  of  the  ma- 
chines used  in  the  making  of  the  tools  in  his  de- 
partment. He  was  fond  of  mathematics,  and  a 
logical  reasoner. 

Mr.  Darling  was  married  in  Vermont,  in  1840, 
to  a Miss  Narcissa  Heath,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Heath,  and  in  1890  they  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary.  For  one  year  iMr.  Darling 
lived  on  Chestnut  street,  and  then  for  some  years 
86 


lived  on  Prospect  street,  and  it  was  only  in  the  later 
years  of  his  life  that  he  lived  on  Wesleyan  avenue, 
where  in  1885  he  erected  a fine  residence.  His 
only  daughter,  IMary  Ella,  married  (first)  Jacob 
Kettner,  and  (second)  Benjamin  A.  Jackson,  of 
the  firm  of  George  L.  Claflin  Company,  wholesale 
druggists ; she  has  one  son  by  her  first  marriage, 
Ralph  Darling  Kettner.  Mr.  Darling  was  very 
fond  of  his  family,  and  took  particular  interest  in 
the  home  life.  He  belonged  to  no  societies  or 
fraternal  organizations.  He  was  a firm  believer  in 
the  doctrine  of  Swedenborg,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  To  his  gener- 
osity and  financial  aid  the  church  is  indebted  for  its 
present  position  of  prosperity. 

Among  his  business  associates  and  all  his  ac- 
quaintances Mr.  Darling  was  known  as  a man  of 
sterling  honesty,  and  one  who  believed  thoroughly 
in  his  convictions.  His  earnestness  and  fixity  of 
purpose  in  pursuing  a course  which  to  him  was 
right  was  evidenced  by  his  crusade  against  com- 
pulsory vaccination. 

In  the  later  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Darling  be- 
came known  by  his  attacks  upon  the  practice  of 
vaccination.  As  each  successive  Legislature  was 
chosen  the  members  would  receive  pamphlets  and 
books  upon  the  subject  for-warBed- by  Mr.  Darling. 
He  brought  physicians  to  Providence  from  out  of 
town  to  combat  the  theory’,  and  spent  a small  for- 
tune in  his  unsuccessful  efforts.  At  one  time  he 
succeeded  in  interesting  some  of  the  prominent 
leaders  of  the  General  Assembly  in  his  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  abolishment  of  Compulsory  Vacci- 
nation. The  bill  passed  one  House,  and  was  only 
beaten  by  a small  majority  in  the  Senate.  That 
was  in  1893,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death 
he  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  secure  the  legislation 
which  seemed  nearer  to  his  heart  than  any  other 
one  thing.  He  was  opposed  by  the  regular  physi- 
cians of  the  State  and  by  the  medical  societies  and 
newspapers,  but  he  continued  his  work.  He  spent 
thousands  of  dollars  in  anti-vaccination  advertise- 
ments in  country  newspapers  and  literally  died  in 
the  harness,  having  been  at  work  upon  his  cherished 
project  up  to  within  a few  days  of  his  death. 
Realizing  fully  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of 
stewardship ; acting  in  his  public  life,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  his  private  and  business  life,  on 
broad  philanthropic  lines,  Mr.  Darling  presented 
to  the  people  of  the  State  and  city  of  his  adoption 
a character  of  strong  militant  power  and  a life 
which  in  all  its  aspects  was  the  highest  expression 
of  good  citizenship.  i\lrs.  Darling  died  in  Alarch, 
1900. 

HAZARD.  Among  the  old  and  representative 
families  of  Newport,  R.  L,  is  that  of  Plazard, 
members  of  which  have  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  business  and  public  life  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Rhode  Island.  This  article  is  to  deal  with 
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the  late  George  S.  Hazard,  whose  widow  resides 
in  Newport,  and  William  S.  Hazard,  for  a number 
of  years  a propiinent  business  man  of  that  city, 
they  being  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Thomas 
Hazard,  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  as  follows: 

(I)  Thomas  Hazard,  born  in  1610,  appears  first 
of  record  in  America  in  Boston  in  1635  ; was  admit- 
ted a freeman  there  in  1638.  and  two  years  later 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  first  town  officers  of  Newport,  along  with  Cod- 
dington,  Easton,  Coggeshall,  Brenton,  the  Clarkes, 
Bull  and  Dyre.  iMr.  Hazard  was  made  a freeman 
of  Newport  in  1639,  and  in  1640  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  General  Court  of  elections.  His 
first  wife,  i\lartha,  died  in  1669,  and  he  married 
(second)  Martha,  widow  of  Thomas  Sheriff. 
His  children  were : Robert,  born  in  1635,  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland;  Elizabeth;  Hannah;  and  Martha. 

(II)  Robert  Hazard,  born  in  1635,  married 
Mary,  born  in  1639,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne 
Brownell,  who  lived  to  be  one  hundred  years  old, 
dying  Jan.  28,  1739,  her  obituary  setting  forth  that 
"she  was  accounted  a very  useful  gentlewoman,” 
etc.  Robert  Hazard  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1665,  and  from  that  time  un- 
til 1698  his  name  often  appears  in  the  Colonial 
records  as  chosen  to  fill  some  important  position. 
In  1671  he  bought  500  acres  of  land  in  Kings 
Town  and  in  1687  he  was  taxed  in  that  town;  and 
not  long  thereafter  he  built  his  house  there.  This 
house  was  still  standing  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  In  1^5  he  gave  to  his  son 
George  the  larger  part  of  the  Kings  Town  pur- 
chase. In  1710,  a short  time  before  his  death, 
Robert  sold  to  his  son  Robert  the  remaining  part  of 
his  farm,  with  “my  manor  house  where  I now 
live,”  and  the  latter,  in  1718,  gave  it  by  will  to  his 
son  Robert,  after  his  mother’s  death,  making  three 
Roberts  who  had  successively  owned  and  occupied 
the  old  house.  The  last,  upon  the  death  of  his 
grandmother,  in  1739,  sold  to  his  uncle  George  the 
remaining  part  of  the  farm ; it  went  next  by  will  in 
1743  to  George’s  son.  Col.  Thomas,  who  in  1748 
sold  it  to  John  Rose.  In  1695  Robert  Hazard 
gave  to  his  son  Jeremiah  200  acres  of  land  in  Tiv- 
erton. Robert  Hazard  died  in  1710.  His  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  in  1660;  George;  Stephen; 
Martha;  iMary ; Robert;  Jeremiah,  l)orn  iMarch 
26,  1675 ; and  Hannah. 

(HI)  Thomas  Hazard  (2),  born  in  1660,  mar- 
ried, it  is  supposed,  Susannah  Nichols.  The  land 
records  show  his  name  more  often  than  that  of  any 
other  of  the  old  planters  as  purchaser  of  large 
tracts  of  land  of  the  original  purchasers  and  at 
good  prices.  Previous  to  1746  a shipyard,  “Great 
J’ier”  and  warehouses  were  on  the  farm  that  he 
gave  in  1739  to  his  son  Jonathan.  This  farm,  sit- 
uated on  Boston  Neck,  is  now  known  as  the  “Gov- 
ernor Brown  farm”  and  “John  J.  Watson  farm.” 
About  1746,  or  .some  time  ])revious,  Jonathan  Haz- 
ard .sold’  to  his  brother  George  one-half  of  the  pier 


and  one-half  of  the  warehouses  and  shipyard. 
Thomas  Hazard  was  admitted  a freeman  from 
Portsmouth  in  1684;  after  this  date  his  name  ap- 
pears only  twice  in  the  Colonial  records,  viz. : In 
1696  as  freeman  from  Kings  Town,  and  in  1717  as 
ai)pellant  in  a lawsuit.  He  made  the  first  purchase 
of  land  in  Narragansett  previous  to  1698,  buying 
of  Samuel  Sewell  900  acres  for  £700.  In  1710  he 
also  bought  of  Mr.  Sewell  300  acres  for  £500,  and 
other  land.  In  1703  and  in  1708  he  bought  two 
parcels  of  land’  from  Benedict  Arnold,  one  con- 
taining 160  acres  and  the  other  twenty-six  acres. 
This  last  purchase  was  what  is  called  “Little  Neck 
Farm,”  and  was  afterwards  given  to  his  son 
George.  In  1737  he  bought  of  Samuel  Vial  660 
acres  in  Boston  Neck,  and  in  1738  800  acres  of 
Francis  Brinley,  adjoining  the  above  purchase. 
He  also  purchased  other  lands  in  the  town,  until 
he  owned  something  less  than  4,000  acres.  The 
greater  part  of  his  land  he  gave  to  his  sons  before 
his  death;  and  as  each  son  attained  his  majority 
he  was  given  a farm  of  several  hundred  acres. 
]\Ir.  Hazard  died  in  1746  and  his  wife  previously. 
Their  children  were : Mary,  born  Oct.  3,  1683 ; 
Hannah,  April  ii,  1685;  Sarah,  July  5,  1687; 
Robert,  hlay  23,  1689;  Thomas,  May  ii,  1691; 
Stephen,  June  13,  1693;  Jeremiah,  June  5,  1697; 
George,  Jan.  18,  1699;  Benjamin,  Nov.  2,  1702; 
and  Jonathan,  Oct.  i,  1704. 

(IV)  George  Hazard,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Jan.  18,  1699,  married  Nov.  17,  1721,  Mary,  born 
Oct.  16,  1697,  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Mary 
(Sweet)  Place.  In  1721  his  father  gave  him  fifty 
acres  of  land  apd  in  1738  409  acres,  what  are  known 
as  the  Thomas  G.  Hazard  and  Thomas  M.  Potter 
farms.  George  gave  by  his  will  209  acres  on  the 
Point  to  his  son  Enoch.  From  this  George  Haz- 
ard sprang  a long  line  of  honorable  men  and  wo- 
men. He  died  in  1746.  His  children  were:  Ben- 
jamin, born  May  2,  1723;  Simeon,  Aug.  8,  1725; 
Mary,  Nov.  23,  1727;  George,  April  16,  1730; 
Susannah,  Dec.  18,  1732;  Enoch,  Dec.  6,  1735;  and 
Thomas,  Oct.  ii,  1738. 

{V)  Simeon  Hazard,  son  of  George,  born  Aug. 
8.  1725,  married  Feb. .6,  1745,  Abigail  Mumford. 
Mr.  Hazard  inherited  from  his  father  land  in  Bos- 
ton Neck,  South  Kingstown,  at  the  pier,  with  half 
the  pier,  half  the  warehouses,  etc.  The  pier  is 
what  is  known  as  Watson’s  Pier.  Mr.  Hazard 
died  in  1790.  His  children  were:  Godfrey,  Mum- 
ford,  Hannah,  Abigail,  George  S.,  Elizabeth  and 
iMary. 

(VI)  George  S.  Hazard,  son  of  Simeon,  was 
born  May  15,  1773.  Pie  was  a resident  of  Middle- 
town,  R.  I.,  where  he  engaged  extensively  in  farm- 
ing for  many  years,  and  later  removed  to  Newport, 
where  he  was  also  engaged  successfully  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  an  extensive  landowner 
and  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Newport  county. 
In  political  faith  he  was  a stalwart  Democrat  of 
the  old  school.  Pie  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
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Church,  which  he  attended  regularly.  George  S. 
Hazard  married  in  September,  1800,  Content  Wil- 
bur, daughter  of  Judge  Wilbur,  of  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  came  children  as  follows ; 
Mumford,  born  Feb.  i,  1802,  married  Sarah  Til- 
ley, of  Newport;  Elizabeth  Wilbur,  born  Jan.  19, 
1804.  married  William  Wilbur,  of  Little  Compton ; 
Charles  T.,  born  July  31,  1806,  married  Sarah 
Cooke,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. ; Arnold,  born  Oct. 
8,  1807,  married  March  i,  1830,  Sarah  Ann  Sted- 
man;  Ann  Matilda,  born  Sept.  30,  1808,  married 
Stephen  Stedman ; William  W.,  born  July  4,  1810, 
married  Sarab  M.  Armstrong,  of  Newport ; Har- 
riet, born  Jan.  23,  1813,  married  George  A.  Arm- 
strong, of  Newport;  Henry  B.,  born  Dec.  23,  1815, 
married  Emma  Wilbur,  of  Newport;  Simeon,  born 
Jan.  7,  1817,  is  mentioned  below;  James  L.,  born 
Feb.  II,  1818,  married  Fannie  B.  Irish,  of  New- 
port ; and  George  A.,  born  March  26,  1819,  married 
Abby  Card,  of  Newport. 

(VH)  Simeon  Hazard,  son  of  George  S.,  was 
born  Jan.  7,  1817,  in  Newport,  and  after  acquiring 
a common  school  education  became  apprenticed  to 
the  cabinet-making  trade  under  Adam  S.  Coe. 
After  having  secured  a thorough  knowledge  of  this 
trade  he  engaged  in  cabinet-making  and  upholster- 
ing on  his  own  account  on  Church  street,  continu- 
ing in  that  business  until  his  death,  with  much  suc- 
cess. He  was  considered  a very  skilled  workman, 
and  many  of  the  pieces  of  furniture  and  bric-a- 
brac  made  by  him  are  still  in  use.  x\fter  his  death 
Mr.  Haz;ard’s  brothers  continued  the  business  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  J.  L.  & G.  A.  Hazard  for 
a number  of-  years,  the  same  business  now  being 
carried  on  at  the  original  location  by  the  well- 
known  firm  of  J.  W.  Horton  & Co.  i\Ir.  Hazard 
was  honest  and  straightforward'  in  all  of  his  bus- 
iness dealings,  and  bore  an  enviable  reputation  for 
integrity.  In  political  faith  he  was  a Democrat. 
He  was  a consistent  and  devout  member  of  the 
Second  Baptist  Church,  serving  as  deacon  thereof 
for  many  years. 

On  NMv.  15,  1838,  Mr.  Hazard  married  iMary 
Ann  Stevens,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  Stevens,  of  Newport,  and  by  this  un- 
ion there  were  the  following  children;  Sarah  W., 
born  Oct.  2,  1839,  married  Edwin  G.  Spooner,  of 
Newport,  who  was  engaged  in  the  meat  and  butch- 
ering business,  and  they  had  two  children,  Sarah 
C.  and  George  Hazard  Spooner ; Elizabeth,  born 
Oct.  28,  1841,  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth  (2),  born 
Nov.  13,  1843,  died  young;  George  S.  is  mentioned 
below;  Anna  W.,  born  June  26,  1849,  is  the  widow 
of  Abram  Almy,  who  was  one  of  Newport’s  lead- 
ing business  men  for  many  years,  and  a sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  these  volumes ; and 
William  S.  is  mentioned  below.  Simeon  Hazard 
died  Aug.  20,  1855,  in  tbe  prime  of  life,  aged  thirty- 
eight  years. 

(VIII)  George  S.  FIazard,  eldest  son  of  Sim- 
eon, was  born  June  4,  1846,  in  Newport,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  educational  training  in  the  public 


schools  of  his  native  city.  Upon  leaving  school 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Swinburne  & Peckbam,  lumber  dealers  and  ship 
chandlers,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  until 
his  death.  By  close  application  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  he  soon 
rose  to  the  position  of  bookkeeper  of  the  concern, 
continuing  to  act  capably  in  that  position  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Oct.  13,  1891.  In  disposi- 
tion Mr.  Hazard  was  quiet  and  unassuming.  Do- 
mestic in  his  habits,  he  was  devoted  to  his  home, 
and  was  a loving  husband  and  indulgent  father. 
He  was  in  political  matters  in  sympathy  with  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Hazard  held  membership 
in  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal  Arcanum,  of 
Newport.  Although  not  a member  he  attended 
St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 
widow  is  a member,  and  he  gave  that  body  a lib- 
eral support. 

On  Oct.  20,  1870,  Mr.  Hazard  was  married  to 
Sarah  Amanda  Stoddard,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  C.  and  Margaret  A.  (Taylor)  Stod- 
dard, of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  children  as  follows : Margaret  Stev- 
ens married  June  14,  1893,  Edwin  Lucius 
Rice,  of  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Lucius  Hazard  Rice.  George  Ash- 
ley, born  April  12,  1875,  is  a clerk  for  Ered  W. 
Greene,  the  auctioneer,  of  Newport.  John  Gardi- 
ner, born  July  31,  1879,  ^ traveling  salesman 

for  a Philadelphia  house.  Simeon  Earl,  twin  of 
John  G.,  is  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Johns- 
Manville  Company,  of  Boston.  Leroy  Taylor, 
born  Feb.  8,  1889,  is  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  Wil- 
liam K.  Covell,  of  Newport. 

(VHI)  William  S.  Hazard,  youngest  son  of 
Simeon,  was  born  Nov.  5,  1853,  in  Newport.  His 
education  was  acquired  there  in  the  public  schools, 
which  he  left  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he 
was  obliged  to  begin  work,  his  father  having  died 
when  William  was  very  young.  He  secured  work 
on  the  farm  of  the  late  William  G.  Peckham,  of 
Newport,  continuing  at  agricultural  pursuits  for 
several  years,  during  which  time  he  was  employed 
by  Van  Buren  Wilbur  and  Amos  Peckham,  in 
Middletown.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Mr. 
Hazard  became  apprenticed  to  the  butcher’s  trade 
under  Charles  Spooner,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained several  years,  and  was  also  for  a time  con- 
nected with  John  DeBlois,  in  the  same  line  of 
business.  In  1885  Mr.  Hazard  engaged  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  opening  a meat  market  and 
provision  store  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Branch  streets,  and  he  continued  in  that  business 
with  success  until  April,  1905,  when  he  closed  out 
this  line  to  take  up  poultry  raising  in  Middletown, 
Rhode  Island. 

On  May  24,  1882,  Mr.  Hazard  was  married  to 
Hannah  Caswell  Stoddard,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  C.  and  Margaret  A.  (Taylor)  Stoddard,  of 
Newport,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two 
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children,  Douglas,  and  Charles  Townsend, 

the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  two 
months.  William  Douglas  Hazard,  born  March 
7,  1883,  in  Newport,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  later  graduating  from  the 
Newport  Business  College.  He  was  for  a time 
bookkeeper  for  the  Newport  Transfer  Company, 
at  the  Jamestown  (R.  I.)  branch  office;  later  with 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railway 
Company;  in  iSlarch,  1903,  became  bookkeeper  for 
y.  W.  Horton  & Co.,  and  in  1905  took  up  newspa- 
per work  on  the  staff  of  the  Newport  Herald. 

i\lr.  Hazard  attends  St.  George’s  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a member.  He  is 
a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  but  has  never  cared  for  nor  sought 
public  office. 

iMASON  (Woonsocket  family).  jMany  of  the 
Masons  of  that  region  of  country  on  either  side 
of  the  line  separating'  the  States  of  Rhode  Island 
and  ^Massachusetts  spring  from  Sampson  Mason, 
who,  it  is  said,  was  an  officer  in  Oliver  Cromwell’s 
army,  and  who  came  to  this  country  not  far  from 
1649,  settled  first  at  Dorchester.  He  removed 
to  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  which  then  embraced  a 
region  of  country  out  of  which  subsequently  came 
a number  of  towns  in  both  Alassachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island.  Rehoboth  was  settled  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Newman  and  members  of  his  church,  who, 
after  a somewhat  stormy  stay  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  had  sought  religious  peace  in  the  wil- 
derness. Newman,  being  a man  of  great  force  of 
character,  a scholar  of  marked  distinction,  exerted 
an  influence  which  no  doubt  had  its  effect  on  the 
destinies  of  the  town. 

iMr.  Mason,  in  England,  was  what  is  termed  a 
Roundhead,  a radical  in  politics,  and  a Baptist  in 
faith.  He  subsequently  removed  from  Rehoboth, 
“for  conscience  sake,”  to  Swansea.  Before  this 
removal,  however,  he  had  assisted  in  building  the 
Baptist  iMeeting-house  in  Swansea,  for  which  he 
was  summoned  before  the  authorities  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  flned,  and  warned  to  leave  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  colony. 

Of  this  IMason  stock  here  at  Providence  and  in 
several  of  the  nearby  towns  in  Rhode  Island  have 
lived  and  flourished  many  of  the  name,  who  have 
played  well  their  part  in  the  great  activities  which 
have  made  the  Commonwealth  so  conspicuous  as 
an  industrjal  center.  Perhaps  none  was  more 
prominent  in  this  line  than  the  late  Earl  P.  Ma- 
son, of  Providence,  who  was  long  connected  with 
the  banking  interests  of  the  city ; and  in  the  line 
of  manufacturing  at  Pawtucket  was  the  late 
Robert  D.  Mason,  long  prominently  connected  with 
the  industrial  life  of  that  city ; while  at  Providence 
in  public  life  figured  prominently  lion.  Dr.  James 
B.  iMason,  a graduate  of  Brown  University,  who 
was  intimately  identified  in  social  and  business  life 
for  a time  with  the  famous  four  Brown  brothers. 


merchants,  and  later  for  several  years  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Rhode  Island  As- 
sembly and  also  a member  of  the  United  States 
Congress ; he,  too,  was  Speaker  of  the  Rhode  Is- 
land House. 

There  have  resided  in  the  old  town  of  Cumber- 
land and  at  Woonsocket,  perhaps  of  this  same  race 
of  Masons,  several  generations  of  the  family  of 
Chad  and  Chloe  Mason,  several  of  whom  have 
worthily  borne  the  name  in  that  community,  notably 
the  late  Olney  Mason  and  his  son,  the  late  Wil- 
liam Olney  Mason,  who  for  many  years  was 
prominently  identified  with  both  the  business  and 
public  interests  of  Woonsocket  and  vicinity ; and 
the  latter’s  son,  William  C.  Mason  of  that  city, 
is  at  this  time  actively  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
work  laid  down  by  his  father  and  grandfather, 
and  is  at  this  time  the  efficient  city  clerk. 

The  family  of  Chad  and  Chloe  (Tower)  Ma- 
son, of  Cumberland,  comprised  children  as  fol- 
lows, as  shown  by  the  Cumberland  town  records : 
Otis,  born  June  5,  1791  ; Olney,  born  Dec.  i,  1793; 
Nancy,  born  Aug.  23,  1796;  Jesse,  born  Dec.  22, 
1798;  and  Lucina,  born  Nov.  9,  1801. 

Olney  Mason,  son  of  Chad  and  Chloe,  born 
Dec.  I,  1793,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  married  Dec. 
28,  1817,  Pearly,  daughter  of  Levi  Cook,  and  their 
children  of  Cumberland  town  record  were : Lu- 
cina, born  Jan.  4,  1819;  Adelia  M.,  born  Nov.  i, 
1820;  Lyman  C.,  born  Jan.  2,  1824;  William  Olney, 
born  Oct.  28,  1826';  and  Ellen  M.,  born  June  4, 
1834. 

William  Olney  Mason,  son  of  Olney  and 
Pearly  (Cook)  Mason,  was  born  Oct.  28,  1826, 
in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  in  that  part 
which  is  now  known  as  Tower  Hill.  When  he 
was  six  years  of  age  his  father  moved  his  family 
to  the  city  of  Woonsocket,  and  here  the  son’s  long, 
busy  life  was  in  main  passed,  and  in  a manner  which 
has  reflected  credit  and  honor  upon  the  family 
name.  The  elder  Mason  on  his  removal  to  Woon- 
socket city  or  borough  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness, leasing  ground  where  now  stands  the  office  of 
the  Woonsocket  Reporter,  of  Messrs.  Willis  and 
Lyman  A.  Cook,  and  erected  thereon  a stable  for 
the  purpose.  The  son,  William  Olney,  grew  up 
in  the  business  with  his  father,  and  when  old  enough 
became  associated  in  the  business  with  him.  This 
they  conducted  until  such  time  as  the  Cooks  wanted 
the  ground,  when  the  business  was  discontinued. 
The  next  venture  of  William  O.  Mason  was  in  the 
hotel  business.  Associated  with  Mr.  Lysander  W. 
Elliott,  he  purchased  what  is  now  the  “Monument 
Plouse” : this  was  then  on  what  was  known  as 
Tinker’s  Corner.  The  two  carried  on  the  hotel 
business  for  perhaps  a year  or  two,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  ]\Ir.  Mason  then  en- 
gaging in  the  grocery  business,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued successfully  through  the  remainder  of  his 
active  business  life  for  approximately  twenty 
years. 
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Mr.  Mason  came  to  Woonsocket  when  it  was 
a place  of  but  a few  thousand  inhabitants.  He  lived 
to  see  it  a city  of  many  thousands,  a busy  industrial 
center,  and  in  its  development  he  took  no  little 
part.  Many  are  the  interesting  stories  he  fre- 
quently told  relating  to  the  city’s  history.  On  his 
coming  to  Woonsocket  where  now  is  the  city  hall 
stood  a pine  grove,  and  many  were  the  changes 
he  delighted  in  relating  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  city. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Mason  was  a 
Republican,  and  as  such  was  called  upon  to  fill 
a number  of  offices  of  trust,  honor  and  responsi- 
bility. He  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  town 
council  of  Cumberland,  declining  a re-election, 
though  at  the  time  he  was  slated  for  president  of 
that  body.  He  served  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
consolidated  school  district,  and  for  two  years  he 
was  a collector  of  taxes  in  the  town  of  Woonsocket, 
and  in  1872,  1873,  was  a member  of  the 

board  of  assessors. 

Mr.  Mason  was  a member  and  past  master  of 
Klorning  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In  political, 
business,  social  and  private  life  Mr.  Mason  was 
greatly  esteemed  and  respected,  his  honesty  and 
fealty  to  duty  endearing  him  to  all.  Kind  and 
charitable,  he  was  a man  missed  by  the  whole  com- 
munity when  called  to  his  reward. 

Mr.  Mason  was  married  to  Mary  Capron, 
daughter  of  Collins  Capron,  and  to  them  came 
children  as  follows : William  C.,  Fred  O.,  Herbert 
Capron  (of  Providence),  and  IMrs.  Burton  Wil- 
liams. Mrs.  Mason  resides  with  her  son,  Wil- 
liam C. 

The  death  of  IMr.  Mason  occurred  at  his  home 
on  Blackstone  street,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  March  i, 
1905,  and  the  funeral  was  held  from  his  late  resi- 
dence. This  was  attended  by  many  friends  and 
relatives,  as  well  as  former  business  associates  of 
the  deceased.  The  funeral  services  were  simple, 
the  . plain  Episcopal  service  being  used  by  the  rector 
of  St.  James  Church — Rev.  W.  Ashton  Thompson. 
The  interment  took  place  at  Oak  Hill  Cemetery ; 
the  pall-bearers  were  Stephen  Magown,  Fred  W. 
Arnold,  George  H.  Emmott  and  Walter  S. 
Thayer,  all  past  masters  of  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
No.  13,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

William  Collin.s  Mason,  son  of  William 
Olney,  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  July  18,  1856, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  in  the  high  school.  His  first  em- 
ployment was  as  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  town 
clerk  of  Woonsocket,  under  Francello  G.  Jillson, 
in  1876.  At  the  end  of  a year  he  went  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  remained  until  the  following  year, 
when  he  returned  to  his  old  position  in  the  town 
clerk’s  office  in  Woonsocket,  spending  sixteen 
years  as  deputy  clerk,  and  later  as  city  clerk.  Ill 
health  forced  him  to  resign  his  position  in  1886, 
and  he  went  to  Boston,  there  to  sojourn  until  his 
strength  was  restored.  In  1891,  after  the  death  of 


his  former  chief,  Mr.  Albert  E.  Greene,  he  was 
elected  city  clerk  by  the  city  council,  a position  he 
\<’as  well  qualified  to  fill,  and  he  has  since  been  the 
very  efficient  incumbent  of  that  office,  being  re- 
elected annually  without  opposition.  Mr.  IMason  is 
well  posted  in  town  affairs,  and  has  always  been  an 
active  worker  for  the  public  good.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  he  is  president  of  the  Reporter 
Publishing  Company.  He  is  a member  of  Morn- 
ing Star  Lodge,  No.  13,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; of  the 
■ Council : of  the  Chapter,  of  which  he  has  been  sec- 
retary for  eight  years ; and  of  the  Commandery.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Woonsocket  Business  Men’s 
Association,  and  was  its  first  secretary,  serving  two 
years  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Mason  is  very  popular 
with  all  classes,  and  has  long  been  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  town. 

In  Woonsocket  Mr.  iMason  married  Delia  Flan- 
agan, and  they  have  three  children : Dorothy, 
iMary  C.  and  Florence  I. 

TAYLOR.  Among  the  old  and  distinguished 
families  of  Rhode  Island,  and  particularly  of  New- 
port, is  that  of  Taylor,  representatives  of  which 
have  made  their  home  in  that  city  for  upward  of 
250  years.  This  article  is  to  deal  with  the  descend- 
ants of  (I)  Robert  Taylor,  the  emigrant  from  Eng- 
land, who  appeared  in  Newport  in  1655,  giving  his 
occupation  as  rope-maker.  He  was  appointed 
prison  keeper  in  1673.  He  married  Mary  Hodges, 
of  Scituate,  Mass.,  in  November,  1646,  and  their 
children  were;  Mary,  born  Aug.  12,  1647;  Ann, 
born  Feb.  10,  1649-50;  IMargaret,  born  June  30, 
1651;  Robert,  born  Oct.  16,  1653;  John,  born  in 
June,  1657;  and  Peter,  born  in  July,  1661. 

(II)  Robert  Taylor  (2),  son  of  Robert,  was 
born  Oct.  16,  1653,  in  Newport,  and  died  June  12, 
1707;  he  was  buried  in  his  orchard  in  Middletown. 
He  married  Deborah  Peckham,  of  Middletown, 
who  like  himself  was  a Quaker,  and  their  children 
were:  John,  born  Sept.  26,  1687;  Margaret,  July 
7,  1689;  Elizabeth,  July  26.  1691  ; Robert,  Nov.  22, 
1694;  Robert,  Oct.  13,  1695;  Deborah,  Jan.  12, 
1697;  Thomas,  Nov.  2,  1699;  Peter,  March  8, 
1701 ; Mary,  Nov.  23,  1703. 

(III)  Peter  Taylor,  son  of  Robert  (2),  was 
born  March  8,  1701,  in  Newport,  and  died  there 
Oct.  4,  1766.  He  was  a Quaker  and  a prominent 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  doing  preaching 
at  various  times.  He  married  Oct.  10,  1728, 
Thankful  Tripp,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  to  them 
were  born  children:  Deborah,  born  July  28,  1729; 
Elizabeth,  Aug.  3,  1731 ; Ann,  March  30,  1733; 
Robert,  Dec.  9,  1735  ; James,  April  21,  1738;  Mary, 
IMarch  27,  1740;  Catherine  and  Norah,  twins,  Feb. 
14,  1742;  Abigail,  Aug.  12,  1744;  Abigail  (2), 
Sept.  3,  1746;  Martha,  Sept.  2,  1749. 

(IV)  Robert  Taylor  (3),  son  of  Peter,  was 
born  Dec.  9,  1735,  in  Newport,  and  died  there  Oct. 
9,  1810.  He  was  a tanner  by  occupation  and 
owned  a large  tannery  on  Walnut  street,  west  of 
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Railroad  bridge.  He  was  at  first  a Quaker  in  re- 
ligion, but  was  later  converted  to  the  Congrega- 
tional faith.  He  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  town  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  in 
other  offices,  including  that  of  tax  collector.  Rob- 
ert Taylor  married  (first)  Dec.  6,  1759,  iMary  Pit- 
man, of  Newport,  and  to  them  were  born : Rob- 
ert, Feb.  14,  1763 ; Rebecca,  Aug.  20,  1765 ; John, 
April  15,  1770;  James,  Nov.  14,  1771  ; Mary,  April 

1773;  Peter,  Jan.  20,  1775;  Horatio  Gates, 
Sept.  21,  1778;  Deborah,  Aug.  7,  1783.  Robert 
Taylor  married  (second)  Nov.  26,  1789,  Abigail 
Pitman,  sister  to  his  first  wife ; there  were  no  chil- 
dren by  this  Union. 

(V)  James  Taylor,  son  of  Robert  (3),  was 
born  Nov.  14,  1771,  in  Newport,  and  died  there 
May  3,  1835.  He  was  an  apothecary  by  profes- 
sion and  conducted  a drug  store  for  many  years  on 
Thames  street,  in  what  was  known  as  the  Hunter 
building.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  and 
later  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill  many  offices  of  trust  and 
honor.  i\Ir.  Taylor  married  April  7,  1799,  Ann 
Howland,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  Howland,  of 
Newport,  and  by  this  union  there  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  (i)  William  H.,  born  Jan.  6,  1800, 
died  Sept.  13,  1880,  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He 
was  an  apothecary  under  his  father,  became  collec- 
tor of  customs  in  Newport,  and  was  later  in  the 
custom  house  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He  then 
became  secretary  of  the  Mutual  IMarine  Insurance 
Company,  and  then  president-secretary  of  the 
Ocean  Insurance  Company,  of  New  Bedford.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Ann  Phman,  and  they  had  nine 
children.  (2)  Mary  Ann,  born  Feb.  18,  1801,  died 
March  5,  1835,  in  Newport,  unmarried.  (3) 
George  Washington,  born  June  7.  1803.  judge 
of  Probate  in  Newport,  and  died  in  Newport  Julv 
28.  t88o.  He  married  (first)  Julia  Ann  Brownell 
and  (second)  Elizabeth  S.  Bush.  (4)  Harriet,  born 
Aug.  7.  1805,  in  infancy.  (5)  John  Howland, 
born  Sept.  7,  1808,  died  May  20,  1874,  in  Provi- 
dence, where  he  had  been  a druggist  for  many 
years.  He  married  Eliza  F.  Harding.  (6)  Robert 
James  was  born  May  29.  1811.  in  Newport.  (7) 
Harriet  Frances,  born  May  25,  1818,  died  Nov. 
10,  1859,  unmarried. 

(\T)  Robert  James  Taylor,  son  of  James,  was 
born  May  29,  1811,  in  Newport,  and  died  Dec.  20, 
1871.  He  engaged  in  the  drug  business  through- 
out his  life.  A Whig  and  later  a Republican,  Mr. 
Taylor  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  being  pres- 
ident of  the  city  council  for  a period  of  twenty 
years.  He  was  a director  of  the  Redwood  Li- 
brary, and  was  himself  very  fond  of  literature, 
bor  a number  of  years  he  served  as  a director  of 
the  Newi)ort  National  Bank,  continuing  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  his  death.  In  religion  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Unitarian  Churcii.  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  work,  and  he  was  popular  in  fraternal 
circles,  being  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  I".  Dur- 
ing tlic  Dorr  war  he  took  an  active  ];art.  as  lieu- 


tenant-colonel of  the  Newport  Artillery,  of  which 
he  was  a member  for  a number  of  years. 

Robert  James  Taylor  was  married  (first)  Nov. 
9,  1835,  in  Philadelphia,  to  Caroline  Meyer,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Meyer,  and  she  died  May  19,  1848, 
in  Newport.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor;  James  Henry,  who  con- 
ducted his  father’s  drug  business  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Board  until  his 
death  (he  married  Martha  Pierson)  ; William, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  John  M.,  men- 
tioned below;  and  George  H.,  who  resides  in  New- 
port, an  auctioneer  by  profession  (he  married 
Emma  West).  Mr.  Robert  James  Taylor  was 
married  (second)  April  26,  1851,  in  Newport,  to 
Elizabeth  Lyon,  daughter  of  Joseph  Lyon,  of  that 
city.  She  died  March  29,  1885,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren; Grant  P.,  mentioned  below;  and  Caroline  E., 
who  married  Walter  Hodges,  of  Chicago,  pur- 
chasing agent  of  the  Santa  Fe  Railway  Company. 

(VH)  John  M.  Taylor  was  born  in  Newport 
July  4,  1841,  and  his  educational  training  was  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools,  with  one  year  at 
boarding  school  in  Grafton,  Mass.  Leaving  this 
latter  institution  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
engaged  as  a clerk  with  Whlliam  C.  Cozzens  & Co., 
dry-gqods  merchants,  with  whom  he  remained  six 
years,  and  then  was  employed  for  seven  or  eight 
years  in  William  J.  Swinburne’s  four-mill  as  book- 
keeper. At  the  end  of  this  time  Mr.  Taylor  en- 
gaged with ‘A.  C.  Titus  & Co.,  house  furnishers, 
and  continued  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper  for 
this  firm  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  leaving  them 
to  accept  the  office  of  city  treasurer.  He  was 
elected  to  this  office  in  1903,  1904  and  1905  suc- 
cessively, in  the  latter  year  being  the  candidate  of 
both  parties,  elected  unanimously ; in  January, 
1907,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  fepresentative 
council,  elected  under  the  new  charter  granted  the 
city  of  Newport,  Mr.  Taylor  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  that  body  for  the  office  of  city  treasurer, 
to  which  he  was  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  His 
political  sentiments  make  Mr.  Taylor  a Republi- 
can. He  is  senior  warden  and  treasurer  of  Em- 
manuel Episcopal  Church,  and  has  also  been  treas- 
urer of  the  Newport  Convocation  in  con- 
nection therewith.  He  is  treasurer  of  Rhode 
Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Newport,  a position  which  he  has  held 
for  a numher  of  years,  and  since  1878  has 
been  collector  of  Coronet  Council,  No.  63,  Royal 
Arcanum,  having  the  record  of  being  the  oldest 
continuous  collector  in  that  order ; he  is  a charter 
member  of  his  council.  In  1906  Mr.  Taylor  was 
elected  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Island  Cemetery  Company,  of  Newport. 

Mr.  John  M.  Taylor  was  married  (first)  Nov. 
9.  1865,  to  Elizaheth  Chace.  daughter  of  Henry  C. 
Chace,  of  Middletown,  and  she  (lied  July  5,  1883, 
in  Newport,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows: 
Henry  Chace,  who  died  aged  two  vears ; Caroline 
Meyer,  who  died  when  two  years  of  age;  and  Em- 
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ily,  who  married  W.  W.  Marvel,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  and  has  one  son,  William  Taylor 
Marvel.  Mr.  Taylor  married  (second)  Oct.  20, 
1886,  Susan  Anthony,  daughter  of  Gideon,  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  one  son  has  come  to  this  union,  Rob- 
ert Peet,  born  Nov.  6,  1896. 

(VII)  Grant  Perry  Taylor,  treasurer  of  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Newport,  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  banking  men  of  the  city,  as  well  as  one  of 
its  representative  citizens.  He  was  born  Dec.  22, 
1852,  in  Newport,  son  of  the  late  Robert  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Lyon)  Taylor.  After  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city,  which  he  left  when  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  he  entered  his  father’s  drug  store,  located  on 
Thames  street,  and  after  serving  a clerkship  there 
of  about  three  months  he  accepted  a position  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Newport  National  Bank.  Within  a 
short  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  tel- 
ler, and  as  such  continued  to  serve  that  hanking 
institution  until  1888,  in  which  year  he  became  as- 
sistant treasurer  in  the  Savings  Bank  of  Newport, 
under  the  late  William  H.  Sherman.  He  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  which 
occurred  in  i'894,  when  Mr.  Taylor  was  elected 
treasurer,  a position  in  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Taylor  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Newport  National  Bank,  in  which  financial  in- 
stitution he  first  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  bank- 
ing business. 

On  Oct.  8,  1878,  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Kate  Sterne,  daughter  of  the 
late  Samuel  Sterne,  a prominent  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Newport,  and  to  this  union  has 
come  one  son.  Grant  Sterne  Taylor,  born  IMay  22, 
1880,  in  Newport.  After  acquiring  an  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  city  he  en- 
tered the  Boston  School  of  Technolop',  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1904.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  mechanical  engineering 
in  New  York  City. 

In  political  faith  Grant  P.  Taylor  is  a Republi- 
can, but  in  local  affairs  casts  his  vote  for  the  man 
and  not  the  party.  Although  deeply  interested  in 
the  growth  and  welfare  of  his  city  he  has  never 
allowed  his  name  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
public  office.  For  several  years  he  served  as  a 
trustee  of  the  Island  Cemetery  Company,  of  New- 
port. Mr.  Taylor  attends  thanning  Memorial 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  is  a member  of  Emman- 
uel Episcopal  Church.  Personally  Mr.  Taylor  is 
affable  and  courteous,  possessing  a refined  and  cul- 
tured nature,  and  his  gracious  personality  has 
gained  for  him  a wide  popularity. 

RIDER.  The  Rider  family  is  one  of  long  and 
honorable  standing  in  both  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  its  coming  to  the  former  State 
reaching  back  to  the  year  1634,  when  there  came 
in  the  ship  “Hercules”  and  settled  at  Weymouth, 
removing  later  to  Boston,  Thomas  Rider.  Another 


of  the  early  immigrants  of  the  name  was  Samuel 
Rider,  who  was  a freeman  and  proprietor  of  Yar- 
mouth in  January,  1638-39,  and  from  whom  came 
a numerous  posterity,  the  name  still  being  consid- 
erably scattered  among  the  Cape  towns.  Samuel 
Rider  married,  in  1656,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Mary  (Warren)  Barttell,  and  they  had 
children:  Samuel,  born  in  1657,  and  John,  born  in 
1663.  He  had  had  by  a former  wife  Mary  and  Eliz- 
abeth. Samuel  Rider  (2)  married  in  1680  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Tilden.  He  removed  to  Plym- 
outh, had  a large  family  of  children,  and  died  leav- 
ing many  descendants. 

. Then  from  William  Rider,  of  Watertown  and 
Cambridge,  who  later  removed  to  Sherborn,  and 
his  wife  Hannah  (Lovet)  there  came  many  of  the 
Riders  of  that  locality,  including  Framingham. 

Here  in  Rhode  Island  and  in  the  nearby  Mas- 
sachusetts town  of  Dartmouth  the  Riders  have 
been  a continuous  family  for  two  hundred  years, 
Newport  and  vicinity  being  their  early  home,  and 
in  this  locality  the  name  has  been  representative 
of  the  best  citizenship.  The  earliest  of  the  name 
appearing  of  vital  record  in  Newport  was  the  fam- 
ily of  John  and  Sarah  Rider,  whose  children  were ; 
Thomas,  born  Jan.  22,  1706;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb. 
10,  1708;  John,  born  Aug.  26,  1710;  Sarah,  born 
Aug.  8,  1713;  and  \Villiam  C.,  born  March  26, 
1715.  This  John  Rider  and  his  son  John  were, 
presumably,  the  two  Johns  of  Newport  who  were 
admitted  freemen  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in 
1714  and  1731,  respectively.  The  further  vital 
records  of  the  Riders  through  that  section  are  but 
fragmentary,  the  next  earliest  record  being  in  Mid- 
dletown, and  of  the  families  of  Joseph  and  Bar- 
bara, beginning  with  1742,  and  later  of  Joseph  and 
Bathsheba  and  of  William  and  Abigail.  This  ar- 
ticle deals  with  a highly  respected  representative 
of  the  Rider  family  in  Rhode  Island,  the  late  Philip 
Rider. 

The  grandfather  of  Philip  Rider  was  Philip 
Rider,  who  came  from  the  Narragansett  section  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  and  his  wife  Phehe  had  chil- 
dren born  as  follows:  Phebe,  Jan.  23,  1764; 
Philip,  July  8,  1768;  Sarah,  Aug.  19,  1772;  Re- 
becca, Sept.  25,  1774;  and  William,  Oct.  19,  1785. 

William  Rider,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  Oct.  19, 
1785,  in  Narragansett,  R.  L,  and  died  in  Provi- 
dence May  20,  1866,  while  on  a visit  to  that  city. 
In  early  life  he  followed  the  sea,  and  later  became 
a captain  on  vessels  plying  the  Atlantic  ocean,  in 
the  general  mercantile  trade  between  American 
and  European  ports.  He  continued  thus  engaged 
until  about  sixty  years  of  age,  when  he  settled  in 
Newport.  In  political  views  he  was  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat of  the  old  school,  and  was  one  of  the  thir- 
teen Newporters  to  cast  their  votes  for  Andrew 
Jackson  for  President.  He  was  always  active  in 
the  affairs  of  his  community,  and  for  several  years 
was  high  sheriff  of  Newport  county,  serving  in  that 
capacity  with  ability  and  efficiency.  Mr.  Rider  was  a 
consistent  and  active  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
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Church  for  many  years,  for  several  years  of  that 
time  serving  as  vestryman.  He  was  one  of  the 
c.riginal  organizers  of  Zion's  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  serving  as  a vestryman  thereof  at  the 
tune  of  his  deatli.  He  was  fraternally  connecteil 
with  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership  in  St. 
John's  Lodge.  No.  i,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Newport. 

On  Aug.  9,  1813,  M’illiam  Rider  married  Ruth 
Eabcock,  born  IMarch  25,  1789,  in  Newport,  where 
she  died  Dec.  26,  1848,  the  mother  of  children  as 
follows:  (i)  \\’illiam  B.,  born  }^Iay  7,  1814,  in 
early  life  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Newport  and  Providence,  and  in  the  latter  city  be- 
came a maunfacturer  of  dye  stuffs.  He  married 
(first)  Jane  Swan  and  married  (second)  Ann 
Almv,  and  died  lulv  6.  1899.  (2)  Tohn  Henrv,  born 
July  16,  18 r6,  spent  his  life  on  the  sea,  first  en- 
gaged in  whaling  and  later  in  the  coasting  service. 
He  never  married,  and  died  in  Newport  July  3, 
1842.  (3)  Philip  is  mentioned  further  on.  (4) 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  July  26,  1821,  married  Wil- 
liam A.  Sweet,  of  Newport,  where  she  died  April 
6,  1900.  (5)  Phebe  Murfey,  born  Sept.  19,  1823, 

died  Eeb.  4,  1825.  (6)  Ruth  Louisa,  born  Aug.  15, 
1825.  married  Philemon  Morey,  of  Boston,  and 
died  June  29,  1878. 

Philip  Rider,  the  youngest  son  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Rider,  was  born  (Jet.  7.  1818,  in  Newport, 
and  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
city  until  his  twelfth  year,  when  he  became  a clerk 
for  Samuel  Barker,  who  was  at  that  time  the  old- 
est grocer  in  the  city.  After  remaining  in  the 
employ  of  l\lr.  Barker  for  about  four  years  he  and 
his  brother,  William  B.,  formed  a partnership  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  opening  a store  on 
Thames,  in  what  was  known  as  "Colonnade  Row," 
and  there  they  continued  in  business  for  about 
three  years.  During  the  troublesome  Dorr  war 
times,  in  1842,  Mr.  Rider  purchased  the  grocery 
store  of  W illiam  S.  \"ose,  located  at  the  corner  of 
Market  and  Ferry  Wharf,  where  he  continued  in 
business  for  about  eleven  years,  carrving  a line 
of  groceries,  fruits,  varieties,  etc.,  and  in  this  ven- 
ture he  met  with  deserved  success.  He  then 
purchased  the  building  at  the  corner  of  Pelham 
and  Come  streets,  and,  after  remodeling  it  and 
making  extensive  improvements,  fitted  it  up  as  a ho- 
tel. opening  it  as  the  "Aquidneck  House.”  He 
continued  to  conduct  this  well-known  hostelrv  for 
a period  covering  eleven  years,  during  which  time 
his  house  gained  a wide-spread  reputation.  In 
1865  he  .sold  the  hotel,  and  for  several  years  lived 
retired  from  active  business  interests,  but  later 
purchased  what  was  known  as  the  "Filmore 
House,”  on  Catherine  street,  and  divided  it.  mak- 
ing six  distinct  houses  out  of  it.  In  1872  Mr.  Ri- 
der re-purchased  the  “Aquidneck  Hotel,”  and  con- 
tinued as  its  proprietor  for  eight  years,  during 
which  time  he  erected  the  cottage  next  to  the  ho- 
tel, and  there  made  his  home  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  In  1880  Mr.  Rider  leased  the  hotel  for 
a period  of  ten  years,  and  then  for  three  vears  con- 


ducted the  hotel  himself,  with  a manager  to  look 
after  the  details.  In  1896  Mr.  Rider  again  leased 
the  liotel,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  Feb. 
19,  1906,  he  was  retired  from  active  life. 

In  1874  IMr.  Rider  was  elected  a director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Newport,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  the  institution  was  merged  into 
the  Newport  Trust  Company,  in  1905.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge  and 
Aquidneck  Encampment,  I.  ( ).  O.  F.,  of  Newport. 
In  political  faith  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  old 
school,  and  for  several  years  served  as  a member 
of  the  school  committee.  While  yet  a young  man 
he  was  the  choice  of  his  party  for  State  treasurer, 
but  was  defeated.  He  was  always  interested  in 
public  and  municipal  affairs,  and  as  a citizen  was 
always  ready  to  lend  his  hand  and  voice  to  all 
measures  tending  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Redwood  Library  and 
Athenaeum  and  of  the  Newport  Historical  Soci- 
ety. Pie  was  connected  with  the  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  served  many  years  as  vestry- 
man and  treasurer. 

On  June  6,  1850,  IMr.  Rider  married  Abby  B. 
Lovie,  daughter  of  William  Lovie,  of  Newport, 
and  she  died  Oct.  28,  1874.  Mr.  Rider  married 
(second)  June  30,  1880,  Caroline  Tisdale,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Tisdale,  of  Newport,  and  she  died 
Jan.  4,  1904.  In  1888  IMr.  Rider’s  eyesight  be- 
came impaired  and  continued  to  fail  gradnally  un- 
til 1896,  wheu  he  became  totallv  blind.  Although 
so  afflicted  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  ex- 
ceptionally cheerful  and  light-hearted,  and  retained 
his  other  faculties  to  a marked  degree.  In  his  de- 
clining years  and  unfortunate  affliction  Mr.  Rider 
had  the  constant  and  untiring  care  of  his  daughter. 
Miss  Martha  Byley  Rider,  who  survives  him, 
and  whose  life  was  most  cheerfully  and  unceas- 
ingly devoted  to  his  care. 

IRA  OLNEY,  who  died  in  North  Providence 
in  1891,  belonged,  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  Rhode  Island  families  and  was  himself 
a man  well-known  and  highly  respected  as  a 
citizen,  besides  being  successful  financially  in  a 
marked  degree.  IMr.  Olney  was  descended  from 
one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  State,  and  his  line 
of  descent  is  given  below. 

(I)  Thomas  Olney,  born  in  1600  in  Hertford, 
Hertfordshire,  England,  came  to  America  in  1635, 
in  the  ship  “Planter,”  and  landed  at  Salem,  Mass. 
He  was-  appointed  a surveyor  in  January,  1636, 
was  granted  forty  acres  of  land  at  Jeffrey  Creek, 
now  known  as  Manchester,  Mass.,  and  was  made 
a freeman  the  same  year.  He  was  early  associated 
with  those  who  accepted  the  peculiar  views  of 
Roger  Williams,  and  with  a number  of  others  he 
was  excluded  from  the  Colony  March  12,  1638. 
He  accompanied  Williams  to  the  new  settlement, 
and  became  one  of  the  “Original  Thirteen  Pro- 
prietors of  Providence,”  wdio  purchased  their 
rights  from  the  Indians.  In  July,  1639,  and  his 
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wife  and  their  companions  were  excluded  from 
the  church  at  Salem,  “because  they  wholly  refused 
to  hear  the  church,  denying  it,  and  were  re-bap- 
tized.” 

Thomas  Olney  became  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Colony,  as  shown  by  the  num- 
ber of  positions  and  duties  which  fell  to  his  lot. 
In  1638  he  was  chosen  the  first  treasurer;  in  1647 
a commissioner  to  form  a town  government ; in 
1648  an  assistant  for  Providence,  an  office  which 
he  held  almost  continuously  until  1663;  in  1645, 
with  Roger  Williams  and  Thomas  Harris,  he  was 
chosen  a judge  of  the  justice  court;  in  1656  he 
was  chosen  to  treat  with  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the 
matter  of  the  Pawtucket  lands ; in  1663  his  name 
appears  among  the  grantees  of  the  Royal  Charter 
of  Charles  II ; and  in  the  same  year  he  \yas  chosen 
an  assistant  under  the  new  charter.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Providence,  and  at  one  time  was  the  acting  pastor 
or  minister.  He  was  a man  of  stern  or  decided 
opinions, 

A man  resolved,  and  steady  to  his  trust, 

Inflexible  to  all,  and  obstinately  just. 

He  was  one  of  the  well-to-do  men,  being  in 
possession  of  a large  real  and  personal  estate,  with 
his  homestead  on  North  Main  street.  He  died 
in  1682,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  was 
buried  in  the  family  grave-yard  in  the  rear  of  his 
dwelling.  In  1631  he  was  married  to  IMarie  Small, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Thomas  (2), 
born  1632;  Epenetus,  1634;  Nebediah,  1637; 
Stephen,  1639-40;  James;  INlary ; and  Lydia,  1644. 

(II)  Thomas  Olney,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  England  in  1632,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  when  a small  child.  Quite  early  he  be- 
came a leading  spirit  in  the  Rhode  Island  Colony, 
and  was  constantly  engaged  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  public  affairs.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  town  council,  and  during  the  years 
1669-70  and  1677-79  he  acted  as  assistant.  He 
served  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  as  town  clerk.  He  was  ordained  a 
minister  in  1668,  and  succeeded  Rev.  Gregory  Dex- 
ter as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  serving 
until  about  the  years  1710-1715.  He  was  possessed 
of  a large  landed  property,  some  of  his  land  form- 
ing a portion  of  North  Providence  and  what  is 
now  Lincoln,  considerable  of  it  still  remaining  in 
the  possession  of  his  descendants.  He  died  June 
II,  1722.  On  July  3,  1660,  Mr.  Olney  married 
Elizabeth  March,  of  Newport,  and  their  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  May  7,  1661;  William,  June 
25,  1663;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  30,  1666;  Anne,  Jan. 
13,  1668;  and  Phebe,  Sept.  15,  1675. 

(HI)  Thomas  Olney  married  Lydia  Barnes, 
of  Swansea,  Mass.,  July  13,  1687.  He  died  March 
I,  1718.  His  children  were:  Lydia,  born  April 
30,  1688;  Phebe,  Oct.  29,  1689;  Sarah,  Aug.  26, 
1693;  Thomas  (4),  Jan.  18,  1^6;  Elizabeth,  Jan. 


29,  1698;  Anne,  March  26,  1700;  Mary,  Feb.  25, 
1702;  and  Obadiah,  Feb.  14,  1710. 

(IV)  Thomas  Olney  married  Sarah  Smith, 
He  inherited  from  his  grandfather  the  north  part 
of  the  Wenscott  farm,  so  called,  in  North  Provi- 
dence. He  died  Dec.  7,  1758,  and  was  buried  in  a 
private  graveyard  on  his  farm.  His  children  were 
five  in  number:  (i)  Joseph,  born  Dec.  12,  1724, 
married  Martha  Hawkins.  He  was  a major  in  the 
Continental  army,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Rhode 
Island.  (2)  Thomas,  born  July  29,  1726.  married 
Siboleth  Whipple.  (3)  Isaac,  born  in  1728,  married 
Lydia  Packard.  (4)  Ezra  was  born  Nov.  22,  1729. 
{5)  Ithamer,  born  in  1731,  married,  and  resided  at 
North  Providence. 

(V)  Ezra  Olney  married  first  a IMiss  Lang- 
ford, and  second  Lydia  Wales,  of  Coventry,  R.  I. 
He  was  a soldier  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
He  resided  at  Fruit  Hill,  in  the  town  of  North 
Providence.  His  children  were  as  follows : Abel, 
who  never  married,  and  who  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier ; Sabra ; Rosilla,  who  married  William  L. 
Ide ; Mary ; Sally ; and  by  the  second  marriage : 
Samuel,  the  eldest,  who  married  Phebe  Harris ; 
Phebe;  Nehemiah;  Phebe,  who  married  Solomon 
Olney;  and  Cyrus,  born  in  1785. 

(VI)  Cyrus  Olney  followed  the  occupation  of 
a farmer  all  his  life  and  resided  on  Fruit  Hill  in 
the  town  of  North  Providence,  where  he  died  July 
19,  1854,  leaving  considerable'  property.  He  was 
buried  first  in  North  Providence,  but  later  his  re- 
mains were  removed  to  Swan  Point.  He  was  an 
Andrew  Jackson  Democrat  and  when  “Old 
Hickory”  ran  for  the  Presidency  the  first  time  Mr. 
(Jlney  was  one  of  seven  in  the  town  who  voted  for 
him. 

Mr.  Olney  was  married  in  1815  to  Patience 
Mowry,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  daughter  of  Abial 
and  Tabitha  (Wilbur)  Mowry,  the  former  a Revo- 
lutrbnary  soldier.  Mrs.  Olney  survived  her  hus- 
band a number  of  years,  reaching  the  age  of  ninety- 
six,  and  died  in  North  Providence.  They  had 
nine  children,  all  reaching  adult  age,  and  the  sons 
all  became  more  than  ordinarily  successful  men ; 
(i)  Miranda,  born  in  1815,  died  unmarried.  IMay 
28,  1843.  (2)  Sullivan,  born  Aug.  13,  1816,  died 

June  18,  1843.  (3)  Parmelia,  born  Feb.  25,  1819, 

married  James  R.  Case,  and  died  in  Providence. 
They  had  three  children : Paul,  who  died  young ; 
Ella  A.,  of  Providence ; and  Charles,  who  died  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.  (4)  Cyrus,  born  Nov.  22,  1820, 
died  in  Providence,  Oct.  19,  1903.  He  married 
(first)  Sarah  Stanton,  and  (second)  Elizabeth 
Johnson,  of  Pawtucket.  (5)  Edward  W.,  born 
Nov.  I,  1822,  is  a resident  of  the  Olneyville  district 
of  Providence.  He  married  (first)  Jane  C.  Olney, 
(second)  Myra  Phillips,  and  (third)  Mrs.  Ruth 
(Eddy)  Swan,  the  last  named  dying  in  1905.  (6) 

Ira  was  born  Aug.  6,  1824.  (7)  Augustus,  born 

IMarch  12,  1826,  went  to  California  during  the  gold 
excitement  of  1849.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Cala- 
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veras  county,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a ranchman. 
He  married  Carrie  Pool,  and  they  have  had  ten 
children.  James  i\I.  (deceased),  Edward,  Cynthia 
(deceased),  Cyrus,  Anne  (deceased),  George,  Au- 
gustus, Ella  (deceased),  Walter  and  Alexander. 
(8)  Catharine,  born  Jan.  i6,  1828,  married  Metcalf 
Comstock,  a contractor  and  builder,  now  deceased, 
and  resides  in  the  town  of  North  Smithfield.  She 
had  one  daughter,  Kate  W.,  who  married  Oscar 
Haskell  and  died  in  Texas.  Airs.  Haskell  had  a 
son  Ellsworth,  who  died  a short  time  previous  to 
his  mother.  (9)  Samuel,  born  Nov.  21,  1829, 
married  (first)  Ellen  Benedict,  and  (second)  Anna 
Johnson.  By  the  first  marriage  there  was  one  son, 
Thomas  Benedict,  born  in  1863,  who  died  in  1865. 
Samuel  Olney  is  a retired  school  teacher  and  re- 
sides at  Pawtucket. 

(ATI)  Ira  Olney  was  born  on  Emit  Plill, 
North  Providence,  in  a house  that  stood  on  the 
site  of  his  late  home.  He  received  a good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  was  reared  to  the 
hard  work  of  the  farm  and  early  learned  the  lessons 
of  industry.  He  continued  to  operate  the  home 
farm  and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  becoming  a 
skilled  farmer.  In  1861  he  erected  the  present 
house,  which  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  best  in 
the  town.  Air.  Olney  was  seriously  hurt  in  an 
accident,  sustaining  injuries  which  resulted  in  his 
death  June  20,  1891.  He  was  buried  in  Swan 
Point  cemetery.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  and 
most  influential  citizens  of  North  Providence  and 
was  widely  known. 

A stanch  Republican,  Air.  Olney  was  frequently 
honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen  by  election  to  po- 
sitions of  honor  and  trust.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
to  the  town  council  of  North  Providence  and  held 
that  office  five  consecutive  years.  In  1884  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  and  served  four  years, 
while  in  that  body  acting  on  the  more  important 
committees.  Eor  two  years  he  held  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  committee  on  elections,  appointed  by 
Governor  AVetmore.  In  1887  he  was  a member  of 
the  Einance  committee,  one  of  the  most  important 
committees  of  the  Senate,  being  the  choice  of  Gov- 
ernor Davis,  who  was  of  the  opposite  political 
party,  but  recognizing  Air.  Olney's  unusual  ability 
offered  him  membership  on  any  commitfee  he  (Air. 
Olney)  cared  to  select.  Air.  Olney  retired  from 
the  Senate  in  1887,  and  soon  after  was  elected  to 
the  town  council,  and  was  serving  on  that  body 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  served  as  chairman 
of  the  town  Re{)ublican  comm.ittee  for  a number  of 
years. 

AA'hile  not  a member  of  any  religious  denomina- 
tion, Air.  Olney  was  always  interested  in  the  cause 
of  religion,  and  was  the  prime  mover  in  organizing 
the  P’nion  Chapel  on  h'ruit  Hill,  to  which  he  was  a 
liberal  contributor. 

Air.  Olney  was  a shrewd,  far-sighted  business 
man,  systematic  in  all  his  affairs.  He  erected 
many  houses  in  Providence,  his  investments  prov- 


ing uniformly  successful.  He  acted  as  administra- 
tor of  many  estates  entrusted  to  him  through  the 
confidence  of  his  acquaintances  in  his  ability  and 
integrity.  He  began  life  with  scarcely  anything, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  possessed  a com- 
petence. 

In  1861  Air.  Olney  married  Caroline  Thurber, 
of  Providence,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Abi- 
gail (Alger)  Thurber.  Captain  Thurber  was  for 
many  years  a sea  captain,  and  later  a custom  house 
employee.  Two  children  were  born  to  Air.  and 
Airs.  Olney:  Ira,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Carrie 
O.,  born  Dec.  28,  1867,  who  married  George  H. 
Havens,  of  Alystic,  Conn.,  now  a druggist  at  Provi- 
dence. Airs.  Havens  inherits  much  of  her  father’s 
business  acumen,  and  manages  the  large  property 
left  by  him.  Airs.  Caroline  (Thurber)  Olney  died 
Nov.  I,  1906. 

• 

ALONZO  B.  SAVEET.  There  are  a number 
of  persons  bearing  the  name  of  Sweet  in  Exeter 
and  adjoining  towns,  and  doubtless  they  all  spring 
from  the  same  scion.  Augustus  Sweet,  the  grand- 
father of  Alonzo  B.  Sweet,  lived  in  Exeter,  and 
was  the  progenitor  of  a large  family.  He  married 
Jemimah  Smith,  who  bore  him  many  children, 
among  them  being : AAdlliam,  the  father  of  Alonzo 
B. ; Betsy,  who  married  AATlliam  Arnold ; Joshua ; 
Ruth;  Elizabeth;  Pardon;  Nicholas;  Henry;  Uril- 
liam,  and  Amos.  These  children  were  all  born  in 
Exeter. 

AAdlliain  Sweet  was  born  in  the  house  in  which 
he  spent  his  entire  life,  and  which  is  now  occupied 
by  his  son  Alonzo  B.  He  married  Hannah  Adams, 
a descendant  of  the  famous  Capt.  Ebenezer  Adams, 
of  South  Kingstown,  and  a daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Adams,  who  lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety-six 
years,  and  was  a most  remarkably  well  preserved 
man.  AVilliam  Sweet  always  followed  farming, 
but  for  a short  time  also  engaged  in  conducting  a 
store,  which  he  built  near  his  home.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat,  but  always  took  more  interest  in 
domestic  than  in  public  affairs.  He  had  the  follow- 
ing children;  AATllet  D.  married  Frances  Damley ; 
Rowland  married  Harriet  Spencer ; Alary  married 
Thomas  Crandall ; Phoebe  Ann  married  John 
Smith ; AAdlliam  Henry  married  Phoebe  Spencer ; 
Deborah,  who  never  married,  lived  to  be  about  sev- 
enty-six years  old ; Jeremiah  S.  married  Alariah 
Calvin;  Alartha  A.  married  Jerome  Hoxsie ; Clarke 
L.  married  Hannah  Corey ; Robert  P.  married 
(first)  Dorcas  Arnold  and  (second)  Phoebe  Ar- 
nold; Alonzo  Barton  is  mentioned  below ; Alalissa 
never  married. 

Alonzo  Barton  Sweet  was  born  Aug.  18,  1842, 
in  Coventry,  where  the  family  had  removed  for  a 
short  period,  later  returning  to  the  homestead.  His 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  he  being 
obliged  to  devote  most  of  his  time  to  the  farm.  On 
Inly  B,  1863,  Air.  Sweet,  then  a lad  of  twenty  years, 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  3rd  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 
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and  was  transferred  to  Louisiana,  while  there  see- 
ing a great  deal  of  service  and  enduring  many 
hardships.  He  was  in  the  Banks  expedition.  Owing 
to  severe  exposure  and  the  climatic  conditions  Mr. 
Sweet  was  stricken  with  fever,  and  sent  back  to 
the  barracks  hospital  at  New  Orleans.  Upon  his 
recovery  he  joined  Company  I,  24th  Reserve  Corps, 
and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  Oct.  25,  1865, 
returning  home.  After  this  he  worked  for  four 
years  at  River  Point. 

On  Aug.  29,  1867,  Mr.  Sweet  married  Rebecca 
M.  Abbott,  who  was  born  Aug.  3,  1846,  daughter 
of  Joel  and  Mary  Ann  (Whetman)  Abbott,  and 
they  hackchildren  as  follows:  Henry  A.,  born  Feb. 
8,  1869,  died  in  infancy;  Carrie  Frances,  born  June 
25,  1870,  married  Charles  C.  Reynolds ; Bertha 
Evangeline,  born  Jan.  31,  1873,  married  June  7, 
1894,  Robert  F.  Sherman ; Hannah  Mary  Ann, 
born  March  12,  1877,  married  Joseph  E.  Hath- 
away ; and  Minnie  Gertrude,  born  March  20,  1879, 
married  July  29,  1898,  Martin  R.  Miner,  born  Feb. 
21,  1878,  in  North  Kingstown. 

Mr.  Sweet  has  always  been  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  is  at  present  town  constable.  He  still  lives 
on  the  homestead,  and  despite  his  many  hardships 
is  to-day  as  active  as  most  men  of  half  his  age. 

» GARDNER.  The  Gardners  of  Bristol  county, 
R.  I.,  trace  their  lineage  from  (I)  Samuel  Gard- 
ner, of  Newport,  who  married  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  James  Brown  and  daughter  of  Robert  Carr,  of 
Newport.  In  1687  he  removed  to  Freetown,  Mass., 
and  in  1693  he  bought  in  partnership  with  Ralph 
Chapman,  of  Ebenezer  Brenton,  a farm  at  Matta- 
poisset  (now  South  Swansea),  where  he  died  Dec. 
8,  1696.  His  wife  was  then  living. 

(H)  Samuel  Gardner,  born  Oct.  28,  1685,  was 
married  in  December,  1707,  in  Rhode  Island,  to 
Hannah  Smith  (born  Dec.  20,  1688),  by  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Cranston,  Esq.,  the  Governor.  They  had 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  Edward  Gardner  was 
the  twelfth  child. 

(III)  Edward  Gardner,  born  April  22,  1731, 
married,  in  1756,  Esther  Mason,  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher and  Lydia  Mason.  They  had  children : 
Lydia;  Susannah,  horn  Jan.  20,  1759;  iMartha ; 
Philip,  born  April  7,  1763;  Catherine;  Mason;  and 
Edward. 

(IV)  Capt.  Edward  Gardner,  son  of  Edward, 
was  born  March  29,  1770.  He  married  (first)  Bet- 
sey Winslow,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Winslow, 
of  Somerset,  Oct.  24,  1793,  and  she  died  May  25, 
1802.  On  Feb.  20,  1803,  he  married  (second)  Rosa- 
bella Child,  who  was  born  July  25,  1778,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  early  and  prominent  families  of  the 
town,  being  a daughter  of  John  Child,  Esq.,  of 
Warren,  and  his  wife  Rosabella  (Cole).  By  the 
first  marriage  there  were  two  children : Nancy, 
born  Oct.  25,  1794,  at  Somerset,  and  Philip  Smith, 
born  Oct.  17,  1798,  in  W'arren.  By  the  second  mar- 
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riage  there  were  children  as  follows : John  Child, 
born  Nov.  28,  1803 ; George  Tibbetts,  born  Feb. 
10,  1805  ; Charles,  born  Jan.  i,  1808;  Betsey  Win- 
slow, born  Nov.  12,  1809;  Mary  Miller,  born  Feb. 
I,  1811  ; Betsey  Paine,  born  Dec.  23,  1811 ; Robert 
St.  Skitts,  born  March  9,  1814;  and  Edward,  born 
Aug.  22,  1818, 

(V)  George  Tibbetts  Gardner,  son  of  Cajit. 
Edward  and  grandson  of  Edward,  was  born  Feb. 
10,  1805,  Warren,  R.  L,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  cooper's  trade.  Naturally  ambitious,  he  took 
a trip  to  Cuba  in  the  brig  "Cuba,”  commanded  by 
one  of  the  sea-faring  men  of  his  native  town,  Capt. 
William  Carr,  Jr.,  and  through  overwork  during 
the  voyage  and  trip  met  with  conditions  injurious 
to  his  health  which  caused  a spinal  affection  taking 
the  form  of  a partial  paraylsis  of  his  lower  limbs. 
With  this  trouble  he  was  practically  laid  up  for 
several  years,  and  was  never  afterward  robust,  but 
on  the  contrary  of  delicate  health.  But  through 
the  force  of  his  will  and  ambition,  he  fought  against 
great  odds,  kept  up  and  doing,  achieving  success 
in  business,  and  led  a most  useful  life,  to  the  won- 
der as  well  as  admiration  of  those  knowing  his 
physical  condition,  continual  sufferer  that  he  was. 
After  the  beginning  of  his  affiiction,  as  soon  as 
conditions  would  permit,  young  Gardner  started  in 
Warren  a store  in  which  he  carried  on  a hardware, 
grocery  and  ship  chandlery  business,  and  in  it  at- 
tained success.  As  time  passed,  with  his  accumula- 
tions he  branched  out,  making  other  ventures  in 
fitting  out  vessels  for  voyages  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  eventually  invested  in  ships,  in  which 
line  of  enterprise  he  was  favored  by  fortune.  He 
gradually  extended  his  business,  and  also  acted  for 
others  as  ship  agent. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  ever  deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  Warren  and  her  people,  and  was  active 
and  useful  in  its  social  life  and  public  affairs,  and  as 
well  most  prominent.  He  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  had  in  charge  the  building  of  the  high 
school  edifice  on  Liberty  street,  and  as  well  that  of 
the  Miller  Street  School.  He  was  president  of  the 
town  council  from  1859  to  1870,  declining  in  the 
latter  year  further  service.  He  was  at  various  times 
a member  of  the  school  committee,  being  always 
progressive,  favoring  a high  standard  of  education. 
He  served  as  a commissioner  on  the  board  for  the 
equalization  of  taxes,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  investigation  made  in  the  different  towns.  His 
advice  and  council  were  considered  good  and  re- 
liable. He  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  in 
the  Warren  ^Manufacturing  Company,  and  a large 
owner  of  stock  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
chosen  president  of  the  Hope  Bank  in  1859,  and  on 
its  merging  into  a National  bank  continued  such 
relations  with  it  and  on  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  a trustee  of  the  Warren  Institution  for 
Savings  from  its  organization  until  the  close  of  his 
life.  For  manv  vears  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Phil- 
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aiithroi)ic  Society.  As  an  earnest  church  worker 
he  was  made  a ineinher  of  the  Imilding-  committee 
of  the  .M.  E.  Church  of  Warren,  and  was  its  cliair- 
man  during  the  construction  of  the  church. 

On  Nov.  21.  1830,  Wr.  Gardner  was  married 
to  Ahhv  Child  Eddy,  who  was  born  Jan.  23.  1807, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Enos  and  Eetsey  Eddy,  of  \\  ar- 
ren.  K.  1..  and  died  Dec.  20.  1831.  There  was  one 
child  hv  this  union.  Abby  Child,  born  Dec.  14,  1831. 
Mr.  Gardner  married  for  his  second  wife,  hel).  15, 
1835.  Harriet  Byron  \ iall,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Hannah  (Kinnicutt)  \ iall,  of  Seekonk.  B)y 
this  marriage  there  were  six  children:  ( i)  Robert, 
horn  March  6,  1836,  died  June  21,  1903.  (2) 
George  Tibbetts  was  born  Xov.  12,  1839.  (3) 
Harriett  Erances,  horn  Jan.  10.  1844,  died  June  ii, 
1897.  U)  Esther  Alice,  born  .A lay  30,  1846,  mar- 
ried Samuel  L.  Peck,  June  23.  1870.  (5)  Georgi- 

ana  was  horn  Sept,  r,  1848.  (6)  Horace  Rich- 
mond. horn  Aug.  12,  1851,  married  Elizabeth 

Durfee. 

( ieorge  T.  Gardner  died  at  his  home  in  AA  ar- 
ren,  June  27.  1881.  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  On 
this  occasion  the  AA’arren  Goeette  said  editorially : 

‘■’riie  dealli  of  such  a man  as  George  T.  Gardner,  Esq., 
is  an  irreparable  loss  to  any  community.  During  the  past 
quarter  of  a century,  no  one  has  gone  from  among  us 
wlio  has  done  so  much  for  the  good  of  tlie  town,  and  it 
will  be  many  a year  before  the  place  he  has  filled  can  he 
well  occupied.  He  was  a man  of  keen  judgment,  of 
sound  common  sense,  and  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and 
his  opinion  and  his  word  could  be  depended  upon ; there- 
fore he  was  a careful  and  competent  adviser.  For  many 
years  he  was  in  very  poor  health,  and  persons  acquainted 
with  sickness  and  disease  could  easily  see  that  he  was 
familiar  with  pain,  hut  although  weak  physically,  he  was 
strong  mentally,  and  an  indcmitahle  will  kept  him  at  his 
j)Ost,  and  when  a younger  and  stronger  man  would  have 
fallen  under  the  suffering.  He  was  a successful  man,  for 
he  satisfactorily  filled  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust, 
and  left  an  ample  fortune  to  his  children,  and  while  mind- 
ful of  the  things  of  time  he  was  not  unmindful  of  that 
eternity  to  which  all  are  hastening.” 

JOSEPH  HENRY  POTTER,  a retired  htisi- 
iies.s  man  of  AA’esterly,  wlio  lias  had  a long  and 
honoraltle,  and  a.s  well  successful,  connection  with 
the  business  and  financial  life  of  that  city,  is  otie  of 
tlie  foretnost  living  representatives  of  that  old  fam- 
ily. 

The  Potters  of  Rhode  Island,  as  a family,  are 
as  old  as  the  Colonies  out  of  which  came  the  com- 
monwealth, while  the  origin  of  the  family  is  lost 
in  the  twilight  of  mediaeval  Etigland.  Its  common 
descent  is  traced  with  the  Earls  of  Leicester.  Here 
in  this  country  the  family  history  covers  a period 
of  two  and  one-half  centuries  and  more,  and  since 
the  sailing  from  the  mother  country  of  the  fore- 
runner of  the  family  in  1634.  who  with  his  asso- 
ciates gave  to  the  settlement  of  AA'arwick,  Rhode 
Island,  its  name,  men  of  its  successive  generations 
have  been  cons])icuous  in  commercial,  legislative 
and  professional  life.  This  article,  however,  is  to 
treat  only  of  one  branch  of  the  family,  that  at 


Potter  Hill  in  the  old  town  of  AA Easterly,  where 
for  generations  the  Potters  have  been  among  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  their  communities.  Such 
men  as  the  two  George  Potters,  father  and  son,  the 
two  Joseph  Potters,  Col.  Nathan,  Thomas  AA’ells, 
Col.  Henry,  Robert  T.  and  AA’illiam  Potter  and 
their  sons  and  grandsons,  some  of  whom  are  yet  in 
active  business  life  in  the  town  of  their  forefathers, 
have  left  their  impress  upon  the  communities  in 
which  their  active  and  useful  lives  were  passed. 

In  the  genealogy  and  family  history  which  fol- 
lows, the  Roman  characters  indicate  generations 
from  Nathaniel  Potter,  the  settler  and  American 
ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  Potter  family. 

(I)  Nathaniel  Potter,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  island  of  Aquid- 
neck  in  1638,  and  was  one  of  the  twenty-nine 
signers  of  the  compact  for  government  in  1639. 
His  wife's  name  was  Dorothy.  He  died  in  1644, 
and  she  in  1696.  Their  children  were:  Nathaniel, 
born  in  1637;  and  Ichabod. 

(II)  Ichabod  Potter,  son  of  Nathaniel,  married 
Alartha  Hazard,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alartha, 
and  was  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Their  children 
were : Thomas,  John,  Robert  and  Ichabod.  Icha- 
bod Potter,  Sr.,  died  in  1676.  He  signed  articles 
relative  to  AA’esterly  lands  in  1661.  His  widow  re- 
moved from  Portsmouth  to  Kingstown. 

(HI)  Thomas  Potter,  son  of  Ichabod,  born 
about  1663,  niarried  (first)  Jan.  30,  1687,  Susanna, 
daughter  of  John  and  Susanna  (Anthony)  Tripp, 
and  (second)  Dec.  8,  1720,  Lydia  (AA’ilcox)  Sher- 
man, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Cook) 
AA’ilcox,  and  was  of  South  Kingstown.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  Potter,  all  born  of  the  first  marriage, 
were:  Susanna,  born  June  28,  1688;  Sarah,  born 
July  25,  1690;  Ichabod,  born  Sept.  23,  1692; 
Thomas,  born  Feb.  8,  1696;  John,  born  Oct.  2, 
1697;  Nathaniel,  born  April  15,  1700;  Benjamin, 
born  June  19,  1703;  Josq:)h,  born  Jan.  30,  1706; 
Alary,  born  Aug.  16,  1708;  and  Alartha.  Thomas 
Potter,  Sr.,  died  in  1728,  and  the  second  Airs. 
Potter  passed  away  in  1727. 

(lA’)  Thomas  Potter  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  born 
Eeb.  8,  1695-96,  in  North  Kingstown,  married 
(first)  Alarch  19,  1717-18,  Alary,  daughter  of 
George  Babcock,  of  AA’esterly,  and  (second)  Judith 
Rogers.  Airs.  Alary  Potter  died  Jan.  8,  1773,  and 
Airs.  Judith  Potter  passed  away  in  1805.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Susanna,  born  Feb.  20,  1718;  Thomas, 
born  Sept.  14,  1720;  Jonathan,  born  in  1723;  Alary; 
Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  29,  1727;  George,  born  Jan.  3, 
1731-32;  Stephen  (all  Ixjrn  of  the  first  marriage  and 
in  AA’esterly)  ; and  Caleb,  born  Aug.  19.  1749  (to 
the  second  marriage  and  in  Hopkinton). 

Thomas  Potter's  father  had  lived  in  that  part 
of  Kingstown  near  Point  Judith,  and  the  son  re- 
moved from  Kingstown  to  that  part  of  AA’esterly 
which  hecame  Hopkinton.  removing  thither  into 
the  wilderness  ‘‘because  Kingstown  was  a place 
noted  for  want  of  piety." 
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(V)  George  Potter,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  born 
Jan.  3,  1731-32,  in  Westerly,  married  Sept.  18, 
1754,  Content  Maxson.  They  died,  he  Aug.  9, 
1794,  and  she  in  1815.  Their  children,  all  born  in 
Hopkinton,  were : Alary,  born  May  30,  1755 ; 
George,  born  Feb.  10,  1757;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  6, 
1759;  Hannah,  born  March  9,  1761;  Susan,  born 
Alarch  18,  1763 ; Content,  born  Alay  25,  1765 ; 
Lydia,  born  Oct.  10,  1766;  Nathan,  born  May  31, 
1769;  Lucy,  born  Oct.  10,  1771;  and  Elizabeth 
born  Sept.  19,  1775. 

George  Potter,  known  as  “the  honest  miller,” 
began  housekeeping  with  his  father  in  Hopkinton, 
and  at  the  death  of  the  father  he  inherited  the 
homestead.  He  lived  for  some  two  years  in  the 
town  of  Richmond,  and  in  1764  removed  to 
Westerly,  and  for  seven  years  hired  the  farm 
owned  by  Hezekiah  Babcock.  Early  in  1762  there 
was  a dam  built  across  the  Pawcatuck  river  near 
what  is  now  known  as  the  meetinghouse  bridge, 
and  a gristmill  was  located  there.  As  the  dam 
overflowed  valuable  meadow  lands,  the  landowners 
assembled  and  leveled  it.  The  gristmill  was  then 
removed  to  Potter’s  Hill  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  and  connected  with  a small  sawmill  and  a 
fulling  mill.  These  mills,  and  in  addition  two 
houses,  George  Potter  purchased,  and  there  began 
in  mercantile  business  and  ship  carpentering,  con- 
structing small  vessels.  After  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  he,  with  others,  was  the  first  to  sail 
from  the  United  States  to  Green  Island  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Lawrence.  When  the  party  arrived  there 
the  inhabitants  would  not  allow  them  to  dry  fish  on 
shore.  They  then  went  to  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle, 
where  they  proceeded  to  dry  their  fish,  the  inhabit- 
ants being  friendly.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Potter 
in  1794,  the  property  fell  to  his  three  sons,  George, 
Joseph  and  Nathan,  all  active,  energetic  men,  who 
added  to  the  mill  and  store  business  that  of  ship 
and  boat  building. 

(VI)  Capt.  George  Potter,  son  of  George,  born 
- Feb.  10,  1757,  in  Hopkinton,  married  April  20, 

1780,  Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Stillman,  and 
their  children  were:  Nancy,  born  March  12,  1781; 
George,  born  April  17,  1783;  Benjamin,  born  June 
10,  1785  (all  in  Westerly)  ; Mary,  born  July  21, 
1787;  Ephraim,  born  May  30,  1789;  Sally,  born 
Aug.  II,  1792;  John,  born  in  1795;  Content,  born 
Aug.  9,  1797;  and  Charles,  born  Sept.  7,  1799. 
Capt.  George  Potter,  as  stated  in  the  foregoing, 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  with  his  brothers,  came 
into  possession  of  the  property  and  business  of 
their  father  and  added  to  it  that  of  ship  and  boat 
building.  Capt.  Potter  was  also  engaged  in  codfish- 
ing. His  death  occurred  in  1801. 

(VI)  Joseph  Potter,  son  of  George,  born  Eeb. 
6,  1759,  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  married  April  7,  1784, 
Phebe  Wells,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Thompson)  Wells,  and  their  children  were; 
Thomas  Wells,  born  Jan.  26,  1785;  Joseph,  born 
Aug.  4,  1787;  Henry,  born  Alarch  12,  1790;  Robert 


T.,  bom  July  31,  1794;  and  William,  born  Alay  8, 
1800,  the  three  last  named  born  at  Potter  Hill. 

Joseph  Potter  began  mercantile  business  in 
1786,  and  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1794,  along 
with  his  brothers,  Capt.  George  and  Nathan,  came 
into  possession  of  the  property  and  business  of  the 
father  outlined  in  the  foregoing,  and  finally  the 
business  all  fell  into  his  hands.  In  1792  he  built 
the  house  on  the  hill,  and  a store  attached  to  the 
west  end  of  the  residence.  Air.  Potter  became  a suc- 
cessful merchant.  Eor  a number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  in  foreign  trade,  and  sent  vessels  to  the 
West  Indies  and  to  Spain.  In  1810  he  began  the 
first  manufacture  of  cotton  in  the  town  of  Westerly. 
His  factory,  built  in  1812,  cost  $9,000.  In  com- 
pany, particularly  with  his  brother  Nathan,  he  built 
boats  for  the  Green  Island  fishery.  These  brothers 
also  constructed  sloops,  schooners,  and  at  one  time 
a ship,  framing  them  at  Potter  Hill  and  putting 
them  together  at  Westerly.  During  the  War  of 
1812  they  built  the  sloop-rigged  gunboats  No.  91 
and  No.  92,  under  the  superintendence  of  Capt. 
Phipps.  Mr.  Potter  was  a member  of  the  old  Sab- 
batarian Church.  He  was  noted  for  his  industry, 
integrity,  generosity  and  piety.  He  died  Dec.  14, 
1822,  his  five  sons,  all  men  of  character,  surviving 
him. 

(VI)  Col.  Nathan  Potter,  son  of  George,  born 
Alay  31,  1769,  married  Lucy  Rogers,  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  and  Hannah,  and  their  children,  all  born  at 
Potter  Hill,  were:  Hannah,  born  Jan.  29,  1793; 
Susan,  born  Alarch  5,  1795;  Cynthia,  born  Eeb. 

16,  1797;  Amelia,  born  April  4,  1799;  Nathan, 
born  July  12,  1801  ; David  Rogers,  born  Jan.  3, 
1804;  Elisha,  born  Feb.  12,  1806;  Lucy  A.,  born 
Aug.  17,  1808;  Albert,  born  June  12,  1811;  and 
Ezra,  born  April  14,  1814. 

Col.  Nathan  Potter,  as  is  set  forth  fully  in  the 
foregoing  reference  to  his  brothers,  Capt.  George 
and  Joseph,  was  identified  with  them  in  the  exten- 
sive business  established  by  their  father.  Col. 
Potter  died  Aug.  25,  1825. 

(VII)  Thomas  Wells  Potter,  son  of  Joseph, 
born  Jan.  26,  1785,  married  Alary  Cottrell,  born 
in  1793,  daughter  of  Lebeus  and  Alary,  and  their 
children,  all  born  at  Potter  Hill,  were : Alaria  L., 
born  Alarch  15,  1815;  Harriet,  born  Oct.  i,  1816; 
Thomas,  born  Aug.  16,  1828;  and  Ann  E.,  born 
July  I,  1831.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
July  10.  1854,  and  his  widow  passed  away  in  i860. 

(VII)  Joseph  Potter  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Aug.  4,  1787,  married  Oct.  28,  1813,  Alary,  daugh- 
ter of  Peleg  and  Elizabeth  (Wells)  Babcock,  and 
their  children  were:  Julia,  born  Jan.  9,  1815; 
George,  born  Jan.  12,  1823;  and  Lucy,  born  Nov. 
II,  1829. 

(VH)  Col.  Henry  Potter,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Alarch  12,  1790,  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  L,  married  Nov. 

17,  1812,  Anne  Babcock,  daughter  of  Deacon  Dan- 
iel Babcock,  and  their  children  were : William  H., 
born  Aug.  26,  1816;  and  Phebe  Ann,  born  in  1823. 
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(MI)  Robert  Thompson  Potter,  son  of  Joseph, 
born  July  31,  1794.  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  L,  married 
Dec.  6,  1821.  ]\lary  Palmer,  born  in  1803,  on  Pen- 
dleton Hill  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Luther  and  Sally  (Kenyon)  Palmer,  and  their 
only  child  was  Joseph  Henry  Potter,  born  Oct.  20, 
1823,  now  living  retired  in  ^\  esterly,  R.  1.,  and 
mentioned  below. 

(VII)  William  Potter,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
Hav  8,  1800,  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  I.,  married  Dec.  24, 
1826,  Susan  Prosser,  born  in  1804,  daughter  of 
John  and  Ruth,  and  their  children  were:  William, 
born  Aug.  i.  1829.  married  iMartha  Gavitt ; Julia, 
born  April  16,  1828,  married  William  A.  Lang- 
worthy; Susan  J.,  born  July  17,  1831,  married  R. 
H.  Langworthy';  and  Thomas  Wells,  born  Aug. 
13,  1836. 

It  is  stated  in  the  foregoing  that  these  five 
brothers  of  the  seventh  generation,  sons  of  Joseph 
Potter,  an  account  of  whose  families  is  just  given, 
were  men  of  character.  They  came  into  possession 
of  the  old  Potter  business  which  continued  in  the 
family  until  in  1843.  when  the  mills  and  privileges 
were  sold  to  Edwin  and  Horace  Babcock. 

Of  these  brothers  Thomas  Wells,  the  eldest, 
was  prepared  for  mercantile  life,  and  with  this 
object  in  view  went  to  New  York,  and  had  just 
become  fairly  established  in  business,  when,  owing 
to  the  feeble  health  of  his  father,  he  returned  to 
Westerly.  In  1814  the  business  of  Joseph  Potter 
& Sons  was  disposed  of,  and  continued  under  the 
name  of  Thomas  W.  and  Joseph  Potter,  who  con- 
tinued it  until  1843.  when  they  disposed  of  their 
manufacturing  interests  and  retired  from  active 
business.  In  the  meantime  they  had  enlarged  their 
mills  and  greatly  increased  their  business.  Thomas 
W.  Potter  was  an  active,  energetic  business  man 
and  an  influential  and  prominent  citizen.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Phenix  Bank.  In 
1815  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  As- 
sembly. He  was  enterprising  and  progressive  and 
measures  that  he  was  instrumental  in  instituting 
and  which  his  brother  carried  to  completion,  were 
beneficial  to  many  who  were  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  village  community.  His  death  occurred  at 
Westerly  July  10,  1854. 

Joseph  Potter,  the  next  younger  brother,  lived 
to  his  ninety-third  year,  his  death  occurring 
IMarch  4.  1880.  and  he  was  then  thought  to  have 
been  the  oldest  living  inhabitant  of  the  town,  for 
he  had  lived,  with  the  exception  of  some  time  on 
the  water  in  his  business,  his  ninety-two  and  more 
years  of  his  life  in  the  town.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  best  known  citizens  of  V'esterly,  and  as  well 
one  of  the  town’s  leading  business  men  and  promi- 
nent citizens.  He  was  active  in  the  business  pur- 
suits of  his  father  and  grandfather  as  narrated  in 
the  foregoing  until  his  retirement  in  1843.  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  Potter  Hill  occupying  his  time 
in  looking  after  his  land,  his  investments  and  the 


well-being  of  the  people  around  him,  for  during  his 
lifetime  he  gave  freely  his  advice,  his  services,  his 
kind  words  of  encouragement,  as  well  as  assistance, 
to  those  about  him.  He  even  took  great  interest  in 
what  concerned  the  pecuniary,  social  and  religious 
welfare  of  the  community  and  especially  the 
First  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  of  Hopkinton, 
of  which  he  was  a member  for  nearly  seventy-five 
years,  and  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  some 
thirty-six  years,  rarely  absenting  himself  from  a 
business  meeting  until  the  infirmities  of  age  com- 
pelled it. 

During  the  War  of  1812  at  the  time  when  the 
town  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  was  bombarded  by  the 
British,  Mr.  Potter  was  captain  of  a company  of 
nfilitia  stationed  at  Latteryville  to  prevent  the 
enemy  coming  up  the  Pawcatuck  river.  For  a time 
Capt.  Potter  was  one  of  the  judges  of  his  county 
and  it  is  believed  did  much  to  introduce  reforms 
in  the  judiciary  system  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was 
long  a director  of  the  Phenix  Bank  and  came  reg- 
ularly to  its  meetings  to  the  last  of  his  days.  His 
extraordinary  mental  clearness  continued  until  ten 
or  twelve  days  before  his  death.  For  eight  years 
Capt.  Potter  represented  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  serving  in  1828  and 
1829,  and  1842  and  1850  in  the  House,  and  from 
1843  to  1846  in  the  Senate. 

Col.  Henry  Potter,  the  third  brother,  who  had 
been  instructed  in  the  process  of  cotton  manufac- 
ture, superintended  the  erection  of  the  cotton  mill 
during  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  active  in  military 
affairs,  and  used  a portion  of  the  factory  building 
as  a sort  of  military  school  for  army  drill.  He  was 
promoted  to  adjutant  of  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment 
under  Col.  Barber.  He  commanded  a battalion 
which  was  called  out  for  service  at  the  battle  of 
Stonington.  He  was  subsequently  promoted  to 
lieutenant-colonel.  He  removed  to  Waterford, 
Conn.,  in  1820,  where  he  resided  most  of  his  life, 
dying  at  Mystic,  Conn.,  in  1864.  His  son,  Hon. 
William  H.  Potter,  was  a prominent  man  in  Con- 
necticut, serving  from  Groton  in  both  branches  of 
the  Connecticut  Assembly. 

Robert  T.  Potter,  another  of  the  sons  of  Joseph, 
was  a noble  Christian  man,  loved  and  respected 
by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
His  business  was  always  that  of  a manufacturer. 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  First  Hop- 
kinton Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Potter 
died  in  comparatively  early  life  at  thirty-four  years 
of  age,  leaving  but  one  child,  a son.  Joseph  H. 
Potter.  His  death  resulted  from  typhoid  fever  con- 
tracted in  caring  for  others  during  an  epidemic  of 
that  disease.  He  was  a strong  and  forceful  char- 
acter, and  was  one  of  the  best  known  of  his  family. 

William  Potter,  the  youngest  son  of  Joseph, 
died  at  Potter  Hill,  May  12,  1880.  He,  too,  was  a 
man  of  character  and  an  active  and  substantial 
business  man  and  useful  citizen.  He  was  superin- 
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tendent  of  the  mills  for  E.  & H.  Babcock  until 
1859,  and  he  made  his  home  at  Potter  Hill,  where 
he  died. 

(VIII)  Joseph  Henry  Potter,  son  of  Robert  T., 
born  Oct.  20,  1823,  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  I.,  married 
Sept.  14,  1847,  Rlioda  Ann  Langworthy,  born  Dec. 
5,  1825,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Lois  (Sisson) 
Langworthy,  and  their  children  were : Miss 
Amelia,  born  Jan.  21,  1851,  is  at  home;  Alice,  born 
Jan.  21,  1851,  died  in  infancy;  and  Henry  Robert, 
born  July  25,  1857,  when  nearly  twelve  years 
old.  The  first  two  were  born  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
and  the  last  named  in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  H.  Potter  was  but  four  years  of  age 
when  he  was  deprived  of  his  father’s  care.  When 
thirteen  years  old  he  was  sent  by  his  guardian  to 
the  old  Bacon  Academy,  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  then 
one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  country,  wherein 
many  prominent  men  received  their  early  school- 
ing. Later  on  he  entered  the  mills  of  the  Potters 
at  Potter  Hill,  and  learned  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing. Desiring  still  further  to  pursue  his 
studies  he  went  to  the  village  of  Westerly,  and  was 
under  the  tuition  of  Solomon  Carpenter  and  his 
wife,  who  taught  in  the  old  academy  on  L^nion 
street.  During  his  second  year  in  this  school,  in 
1842,  he  with  others,  laid  aside  for  a time  their 
books  and  joined  those  who  aided  in  suppressing 
the  “Dorr  rebellion.”  He  next  turned  his  attention 
in  the  direction  of  mechanics,  learning  the  machin- 
ist’s trade  with  the  firm  of  J.  P.  Stillman  & Co., 
of  Westerly.  In  the  meantime,  the  Potter  Mills 
having  been  sold,  including  his  interests,  he  aban- 
doned that  line  of  industry,  and,  associated  with 
others,  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Langworthy,  Potter  & Co.  For  this 
purpose  they  built,  in  1846,  the  property  known  as 
the  old  iron  foundry,  which  is  located  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  in  Westerly,  and  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Messrs.  C.  B.  Cottrell  & Sons.  The  firm’s 
first  work  was  the  manufacturing  of  stoves  and 
plows.  Mr.  Potter  was  agent  for  the  concern  for 
some  two  years.  He  then  sold  his  interests  to  his 
partners.  He  purchased,  in  1850,  a half  interest  in 
the  drug  business  of  Henry  W.  Stillman,  and  four 
years  later  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  con- 
cern. On  July  I,  1855,  E.  G.  Champlin  was  ad- 
mitted a partner  in  the  business.  They  then  built  a 
drug  store  on  Main  street  which  at  the  time  was 
considered  the  finest  store,  in  that  line,  in  Wash- 
ington county.  Here  they  conducted  an  extensive 
drug  and  patent  medicine  business.  They  sent 
their  goods  by  team  to  various  parts  of  the  country, 
supplying  country  stores.  A branch  store  was  con- 
ducted at  Mystic  Bridge,  Conn.,  for  some  years, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Potter  & Spicer.  In  1864 
■Mr.  Potter  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  Westerly 
store  to  Messrs.  E.  G.  Champlin  & Co.,  retaining 
his  interest  in  the  Mystic  Bridge  store.  M.  J. 
Denison  Spicer  having  about  this  time  purchased 
the  Champlin  interest  at  Mystic  Bridge,  the  latter 


business  was  carried  on  by  the  firm  of  Potter  & 
Spicer.  Not  long  thereafter  Mr.  I’otter  started 
another  store  in  this  same  business  at  Stonington, 
Conn.,  having  associated  with  him  in  the  enterprise 
B.  E.  Palmer,  the  business  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  H.  Potter  & Co.  Air.  Potter 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  store  at  Mystic 
Bridge  in  1865,  and  in  the  Stonington  store  in 
1867. 

Along  with  others  Mr.  Potter  built  on  High 
street  what  is  now  known  as  the  Hammond  estate 
property,  and  in  the  south  store  room  of  the  build- 
ing engaged  in  the  ready-made  clothing  and  cus- 
tom tailoring  business.  Some  five  years  later  he, 
in  the  meantime  having  made  an  addition  to  the 
Hammond  Block,  removed  to  the  middle  store 
room  therein,  and  continued  in  this  line  of  business, 
and  at  the  same  stand  until  in  1883,  when  he  sold  the 
business  to  H.  L.  Miner.  During  his  seventeen 
years  in  the  drug  business,  and  fourteen  in  the 
clothing  business,  by  good  management  in  their 
conduct  and  the  energy  and  industry  he  put  into 
the  enterprises,  Mr.  Potter  prospered  and  met  with 
unusual  success.  He  has  long  been  one  of  the 
substantial  men  and  useful  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  sustained  the  high  reputa- 
tion of  the  old  Potter  family. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Potter  has  been  identified 
with  the  financial  institutions  of  Westerly.  He 
was  a director  in  the  Washington  National  Bank, 
and  for  thirty  and  more  years  was  a trustee  of  the 
Westerly  Savings  Bank.  In  their  early  life  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  identified  with  the  First  Hop- 
kinton  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church.  After  he  be- 
came permanently  located  at  Westerly  they  became 
connected  with  the  Pawcatuck  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Westerlv.  Mrs.  Potter  died  Feb.  21, 
1885. 

For  a number  of  years  it  has  been  the  custom 
of  Mr.  Potter  to  spend  his  winters  in  the  South, 
his  constant  companion  being  his  only  daughter. 
Miss  Amelia,  whose  devotion  and  interest  in  her 
father’s  comfort,  like  his  pleasure  therefrom,  is 
beautiful  to  witness.  He  has  built  a home  at 
Daytona,  Fla.,  and  has  taken  a prominent  part  in 
municipal  affairs  in  that  city,  having  served  as 
president  of  the  city  council  and  also  as  member 
of  that  body. 

FREDERICK  J.  CRANDALL,  a well  known 
dairyman  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State,  early  records  of 
which  are  contained  in  this  work. 

Joseph  Crandall,  grandfather  of  Fred  J.,  was 
a son  of  James  Kenyon  Crandall,  and  a grandson 
of  Elijah  Crandall.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.  He  married  Nancy,  daughter  of 
Ethan  Lewis,  of  Hopkinton,  and  they  had  a family 
of  nine  boys  and  three  girls,  of  whom  Benjamin, 
James  H.  and  Henry  are  still  ( 1906)  living. 

James  H.  Crandall,  son  of  Joseph  and  father 
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of  Fred  J.,  was  born  Dec.  i6,  1826,  in  Hopkinton, 
and  was  there  educated.  His  entire  life  has  been 
devoted  to  farming,  which  he  has  carried  on  in 
Charlestown  and  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  On  Feh.  29, 
1852,  he  was  married,  in  Charlestown,  R.  F,  to 
Louisa  Stannard  Burdick,  who  was  horn  INIarch  10, 
1824,  and  who  died  IMarch  2,  1901.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  children : Harriet  Ella,  horn 
IMarch  21,  1853,  married  Charles  Edwin  Burdick; 
Georgia  Anna,  horn  Sept.  17,  1854,  married 

Simon  Feter  Nichols;  Frederick  James,  horn  April 
3.  1857 ; and  Evin  Burnside,  born  June  16,  1862, 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 

Frederick  J.  Crandall,  son  of  James  H.,  was 
horn  April  3,  1857,  in  Charlestown,  R.  I.  Host  of 
his  boyhood  days  were  passed  in  Hopkinton,  and 
he  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  of  age. 
He  then  engaged  in  farming  for  himself  for  a year 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  afterward  for  four  years 
lived  on  the  farm  in  Charlestown,  subsequently 
moving  to  the  John  Tendleton  farm,  on  the  Potter 
Hill  road,  in  Westerly.  A short  time  later  he  built 
his  present  home  near  the  White  School  House. 
Since  locating  in  Westerly  he  has  engaged  in  dairy 
farming. 

On  Oct.  22,  1878,  i\Ir.  Crandall  married  Emma 
Frances,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Delilah  Cole 
(Bishop)  Kenyon,  of  Hopkinton,  and  they  have 
had  two  children : Delilah  Louise,  who  married 
Frank  R.  Randall,  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  has 
two  children,  Addie  Emma  and  Fannie  Hunting ; 
and  Frederick  Kenyon.  Mr.  Crandall  is  a Prohi- 
bitionist in  his  political  belief,  and  is  active  in  all 
movements  for  the  welfare  of  his  town. 

PECK}LA.M  (Providence  County  families). 
The  Peckhams  of  Rhode  Island  are  descended 
from  an  ancient  English  family,  the  first  member 
presented  to  history  being  John  de  Pcckham,  who 
appears  as  early  as  1191.  The  American  ancestors 
are  associated  with  the  founding  of  the  colony  and 
'the  commonwiealth,  being  traced  hack  to  1638. 
Prior  to  1700  they  were  among  the  large  land 
owners  of  Rhode  Island,  figuring  in  the  Petaquam- 
scot  purchase  of  1660,  the  Westerly  purchase  of 
1661,  and  the  East  Greenwich  purchase  of  1677. 
Their  holdings  were  in  Southern  Rhode  Island 
and  even  extended  into  Massachusetts,  their  de- 
scendants, passing  into  the  old  Bay  State,  Eastern 
Connecticut  and  Central  New  York,  but  very  many 
of  them  locating  in  Newport  and  Providence  coun- 
ties, R.  I.  Not  a few  of  them  made  their  impress 
as  legislators,  lawyers  and  judges,  and  many  were 
prominent  as  business  men  and  manufacturers.  In 
the  class  last  named  may  l)e  mentioned  Thomas  C. 
Peckham  (deceased),  Leander  W.  Peckham  and 
Luther  A.  Peckham,  all  identified  with  the  woolen 
industries  of  the  State.  Their  genealogy  is  pre- 
sented in  detail  below. 

(I)  John  Peckham,  with  Walliam  Freeborn, 
John  Coggeshall  and  others,  appears  by  the  records 


of  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  have  had  lands  allotted  to  him 
as  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  island  of  Aquid- 
neck,  in  1O38,  and  on  Alay  20th  his  name  is  in  the 
list  of  those  who  were  admitted  inhabitants  of  the 
burg.  In  1641  Mr.  Peckham  was  admitted  a free- 
man ; in  1648  he  appears  as  one  of  the  ten  male 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newport. 
He  was  married  (first)  to  Mary  Clarke  and  (sec- 
ond) to  Eleanor,  whose  surname  is  unknown.  His 
children  (probably  by  the  first  marriage)  were 
John,  Thomas  and  \Villiam,  and  by  the  second 
union : Rebecca,  Stephen,  James,  Clement,  De- 
borah, Phebe,  Elizabeth,  Susannah  and  Sarah. 

(H)  Thomas  Peckham  was  a weaver  of  New- 
port. lie  was  married  twice  but  the  name  of  his 
first  wife  is  unknown.  His  second  wife  was  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  William  Weeden  and  widow  of 
William  Clarke.  In  1677  he  w'as  one  of  the  origi- 
nal proprietors  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. ; w’as 
deputy  of  the  General  Court  in  1708,  and  he  died 
in  the  following  year.  The  only  child  of  the  first 
marriage  was  Philip,  born  Oct.  27,  1680.  The 
children  of  the  second  union  were : Daniel,  born 
in  1692  ; Thomas,  Aug.  19,  1693;  Uriah,  Nov.  20, 
1697;  a son  (unnamed),  born  in  1700;  Hannah, 
1701;  Sarah,  .Sept.  29,  1703;  and  James,  Jan.  24, 

(HI)  Daniel  Peckham,  born  in  1692,  married, 
Feb.  II,  172Q,  Mary,  born  IMay  21,  1700,  daughter 
of  William  and  Hannah  Ross,  and  they  lived  in 
Westerly,  R.  L,  where  their  descendants  are  num- 
erous. Mr.  Peckham  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
Newport,  May  5,  1713,  and  of  Westerly,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1733.  Their  children  were:  Hannah,  born 
Oct.  23,  1720;  Alary,  Feb.  22,  1722;  Daniel,  Sept. 
25.  1726;  Sarah,  Aug.  31,  1729;  Abel,  Feb.  7, 
1732;  James,  Nov.  14,  1736;  and  Ann,  Sept.  20, 
^742- 

(I\')  Daniel  Peckham  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born 
Sept.  25.  1726,  married  Alary,  and  resided  in 
Charlestown,  R.  I.  It  is  said  that  Air.  Peckham 
lived  to  upwards  of  100  years,  and  that  he  was  a 
pensioner  for  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His 
children  w'ere : Alary,  born  Dec.  19,  1750;  Abigail, 
April  26,  1752;  Daniel,  Oct.  25,  1754;  and  Alary, 
Sept.  9.  1756. 

(V)  Daniel  Peckham  (3),  son  of  Daniel  (2). 
born  Oct.  25,  1754,  married  Avis  Rogers. 

(VI)  Judge  Samuel  Peckham.  son  of  Daniel 
(3),  lived  near  Charlestowm,  R.  I.,  where  he  cul- 
tivated a farm  and  engaged  in  his  trade  as  a 
coojier.  He  married  Hannah  Stanton,  also  of 
Washington  county,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
eleven  children. 

(\  H)  Daniel  Peckham,  the  youngest  of  the 
eleven  children  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Stanton) 
Peckham,  was  born  Sept.  12,  1796,  and  married 
(first)  Olive  (born  Nov.  3,  1804),  daughter  of 
Pardon  Kenyon,  of  Hopkinton,  Washington 
county,  R.  I.,  and  (second)  Betsey  AI.  Clarke,  born 
April  26,  1812,  daughter  of  Edward  Clarke,  of 
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\'oluntown,  Conn.  The  children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage were:  Pardon  S.,  born  Oct.  2,  1821;  Sam- 
uel, born  March  6,  1828,  who  had  four  children, 
Alice  (married  Thomas  Brightman),  Fred,  Gene- 
vieve and  one  who  died  in  early  infancy ; Daniel, 
Sept.  II,  1832;  Olive  Ann  Frances,  Jan.  19,  1834; 
Thomas  Clarke,  Dec.  21,  1836,  and  John  Gorton, 
Nov.  13,  1840.  By  his  second  marriage  Daniel 
Peckham  had  this  issue:  Leander  Warren,  born 
April  26,  1846,  and  Luther  Andrew,  Oct.  4,  1848. 
Thomas  C.,  by  the  first  marriage,  and  Leander  W. 
and  Luther  A.  Peckham,  by  the  second  union, 
became  the  prominent  woolen  manufacturers  of 
Providence  county,  whose  biographies  follow. 

(VIII)  Tiiom.xs  C.  Peckham  (deceased),  son 
of  Daniel  and  Olive  (Kenyon)  Peckham,  was 
largely  identified  with  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  Coventry,  Kent  Co.,  R.  I.,  as  well  as  with  its 
general  growth  and  development.  His  native  town 
was  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  21, 
1836.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  removed  to  Coven- 
try Center,  after  which,  until  within  a few  years  of 
his  death,  his  life  was  one  of  unceasing  and  pro- 
ductive industry.  He  had  already  enjoyed  a profit- 
able training  in  the  country  schools,  on  farms  and 
in  saw  mills,  and  was  sturdy,  self-reliant  and  in- 
dependent. In  1851,  upon  his  removal  to  Coventry 
Center,  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  oldest  brother, 
who  was  proprietor  of  a woolen  yarn  mill,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  pickers  and  cards,  receiving  for  his 
services  seven  dollars  per  month  and  his  board. 
Two  years  later  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
carding  room,  and  in  1861  his  industry  was  re- 
warded by  a quarter  interest  in  the  business.  After 
a brief  partnership  he  retired,  purchased  a cotton 
mill  at  Spring  Lake,  in  the  same  town,  converted 
it  into  a woolen  mill,  and,  establishing  the  firm  of 
T,  C.  Peckham  & Co.,  continued  the  manufacture 
of  yarns.  He  installed  four  sets  of  machinery, 
made  many  improvements  in  the  entire  property, 
and  formed  the  nucleus  of  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant manufacturing  combinations  in  Rhode  Island. 
In  1865  was  organized  the  Peckham  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  its  stockholders  being  Thomas  C. 
Peckham,  Pardon  S.  Peckham,  and  the  firm  of  Hart- 
well, Richards  & Co.,  of  Providence.  Three  mills  were 
operated — two  at  Coventry  Center  and  one  at  Spring 
Lake,  the  latter  being  purchased  by  Pardon  S.  Peck- 
ham, in  1870,  who  during  that  year  withdrew  from 
the  corporation.  Thomas  C.  Peckham,  who  had  pre- 
viously acted  as  its  agent,  now  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  mills  at  Coventry  Center,  which 
manufactured  Germantown  and  stocking  yarns, 
fine  underwear  and  tweeds.  Mr.  Peckham  became 
the  president  of  the  corporation,  and  Hartwell, 
Richards  & Co.  its  agents.  The  head  of  the  busi- 
ness not  only  brought  the  products  of  the  mills  to 
the  highest  standard  of  excellence,  and  erected 
commodious  and  well-equipped  stores  and  num- 
erous other  buildings  for  the  comfort  of  the  em- 
plovees,  but  infused  the  spirit  of  progress  into  the 
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little  hamlet  which  had  become  the  headquarters 
of  the  great  industry.  Through  his  influence  a 
postoffice  was  established,  as  also  a station  on  the 
New  York  & New  England  Railroad.  Besides  be- 
ing president  and  active  superintendent  of  the  Cov- 
entry Center  mills,  Mr.  Peckham  was  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Oneco  (Conn.)  Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

i\Ir.  I’eckham  was  an  earnest  Republican,  a 
strong  Protectionist,  and  a delegate  to  the  national 
convention  which  convened  in  Chicago  in  1884. 
In  1875,  1876  and  1877  he  had  represented  his 
town  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature, 
and  had  served  in  the  Senate  in  1882,  1883  and 
1884,  filling  among  other  positions  that  of  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Accounts  and  Claims. 
Locally  he  was  actively  interested  in  all  public 
measures ; was  a member  of  the  town  council, 
president  of  the  board  of  assessors  and  (for  fifteen 
years)  a school  trustee.  He  was  also  a Mason  of 
rank  and  wide  influence. 

Some  two  years  before  his  death  the  Peckham 
Manufacturing  Company  was  sold  to  B.  B.  & R. 
Knight,  cotton  manufacturers,  and  soon  afterward 
Mr.  Peckham  removed  his  family  to  Provi- 
dence, where  he  devoted  himself  solely  to  the 
Oneco  (Conn.)  Manufacturing  Company.  He  was 
president  and  for  several  years  vice-president  of 
the  Pawtuxet  V’alley  x\gricultural  Association ; 
also  a member  and  president  of  the  Pomham  Club 
of  Providence.  When  Thomas  C.  Peckham  died, 
Oct.  5,  1897,  he  was  acknowledged  to  be  among  the 
most  prominent  manufacturers  of  woolen  goods  in 
New  England.  Eurther  he  was  a genial,  whole- 
souled,  unpretentious  man,  who  left  a host  of 
friends  throughout  Pawtuxet  Valley  to  mourn  his 
decease. 

On  March  7,  1858,  Thomas  C.  Peckham  mar- 
ried iMary  \'.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  H. 
(Gardner)  Reynolds,  of  Washington  village,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  G.  Reynolds,  of  East 
Greenwich.  Their  children,  with  the  dates  of  their 
birth,  were  as  follows:  Daniel  W.,  Jan.  26.  1859 
(died  April  18,  1881)  ; Annie  F.  (wife  of  Louis  L. 
.Vugell),  July  23,  i860;  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Sylvester 
L.  Tillinghast),  June  15,  1862  (died  April  9, 
1883)  ; Grace  G.  (Mrs.  Frank  W.  Tillinghast), 
March  27,  1864;  Hattie  V.,  Dec.  24,  1865  ; Amy  G. 
(married  Jan.  28,  1907,  Walter  F.  Chapman), 
Nov.  14.  1868;  Susie  E.,  March  30,  1870  (died 
Oct.  23,  1881);  Isabelle  B.,  March  21,  1871, 
Bertha  V..  Aug.  13,  1872  (died  Oct.  16.  1872)  ; 
Bertha  E.,  IMarch  3.  1874  (died  Oct.  3,  1874)  ; 
and  Charles  Herbert,  Dec.  29,  1875. 

(\Tir)  Leander  W.  Peckham,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Betsey  (Clarke)  Peckham,  was  born  in 
Westerly.  R.  L,  April  26,  1846.  After  attending 
the  district  schools  of  Coventry  Center,  he  spent 
the  years  1866  and  1867  at  the  Bryant  & Stratton 
Business  College  in  Providence.  He  then  entered 
the  mills  of  the  Peckham  Manufacturing  Company, 
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Coventry  Center,  then  owned  and  operated  by  his 
two  half  brothers,  Pardon  S.  and  Thomas  C.  After 
a short  term  of  service  as  overs.eer,  in  the  spring  of 
1868  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Spring  Lake 
mill,  owned  by  the  same  company,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  continued  for  about  three  years.  In  1871 
he  removed  to  Simmonsville,  now  Thornton,  taking 
charge  of  the  mill  there  owned  by  his  brother, 
John  G.  Peckham.  He  retained  the  position  for 
two  years,  when  he  leased  the  plant,  known  as  the 
Prown  i\lill,  succeeding  his  brother  as  its  proprietor, 
and  continuing  to  operate  it  for  nearly  bve  years. 
In  1879,  after  the  termination  of  the  lease,  he  lo- 
cated in  North  Providence  as  superintendent  of  the 
Graystone  Hill.  This  he  operated  for  three  years, 
and  in  1882  returned  to  Coventry  Center  to  assume 
the  superintendency  of  the  Peckham  iManufactur- 
ing  Co.  In  1883  he  became  superintendent  of  a 
mill  owned  by  a Hr.  Tyler,  at  Washington,  Kent 
countv,  and  thus  continued  until  the  spring  of 
1885.' 

Lp  to  this  period  in  his  career  i\Ir.  Peckham 
had  served  others  faithfully  and  ably,  accumulat- 
ing during  these  many  years  a fund  of  experience 
which  was  to  prove  a substantial  capital  to  him 
in  his  career  of  business  independence.  In  the 
spring  of  1885  settled  at  Thornton  and  leased 
of  Charles  Fletcher  a mill  known  as  the  Bag  iMill, 
operating  it  until  June,  1897,  when  he  purchased 
the  property  known  as  the  Morgan  iMill  (formerly 
3.  portion  of  the  Sprague  properties).  Here  he 
has  since  conducted  the  industry,  which  consists  of 
the  processing  of  wool,  noils  and  waste.  For 
fifteen  years  the  mills  have  been  running  night  and 
day.  About  forty-five  men  are  now  employed, 
twenty-five  in  the  day  and  twenty  in  the  night  shift. 
His  plant  is  considered  one  of  the  most  complete 
in  the  locality,  and  among  other  evidences  of  his 
prosperity  is  his  beautiful  home  located  on  iMorgan 
avenue. 

Having  passed  the  age  of  three-score  years, 
^Ir.  Peckham  may  review  the  career  which  he  has 
liimself  fashioned  with  pardonable  pride.  His 
strict  temperance,  his  honesty,  his  integrity,  his 
untiring  willingness  to  work  and  his  laudable  am- 
bition to  succeed  by  straightforward  labor,  have 
:made  him  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of 
■fiis  native  State.  When  to  these  qualities  is  added 
his  special  ability  in  the  handling  of  men,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  account  for  Hr.  Peckham’s  pronounced 
success  in  his  chosen  field. 

Hr.  Peckham  has  been  a stanch  Republican 
and  a stalwart  Protectionist,  but  although  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  town  council  for  six  terms, 
he  has  never  asi)ired  to  further  ])olitical 
preferment.  On  Nov.  27,  1879,  iMr.  Peckham  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Josephine  A.  Bennett,  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  Bennett,  of  Johnston,  Rhode  Island. 

(VIII)  Luther  A.  Pi:ckh.\m,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Betsey  (Clarke)  Peckham,  was  born  in  West- 
erly, R.  I.,  Oct.  4,  1848.  His  father  was  a ship 


carpenter  by  trade,  but  for  some  years  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  in  operating  a sawmill.  In  1854, 
when  about  six  years  of  age,  the  boy  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Coventry  Center,  where  for  four 
years  he  attended  the  township  schools,  when  he 
entered  the  woolen  mill  of  his  half  brother.  Pardon 
Peckham.  At  sixteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  machinist,  which  he  thoroughly  mastered 
in  three  years,  and  which  greatly  assisted  him  in 
reaching  a high  position  as  mill  operator,  superin- 
tendent and  proprietor.  During  the  succeeding 
three  years  he  was  employed,  chiefly  as  a machinist, 
in  Coventry  Center,  Westerly,  Spring  Lake  and 
Peeptoad  (now  Anthony).  He  finally  returned 
to  Pardon  Peckham’s  mill,  at  Coventry  Center,  and 
became  a skillful  carder  and  spinner,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  various  mills  of  that  place  until  1881. 
In  that  year  he  was  engaged  by  Charles  Fletcher, 
to  reconstruct  and  install  a lot  of  machinery,  and 
his  mechanical  skill  proved  so  invaluable  to  his  em- 
ployer that  at  the  conclusion  of  this  special  work  he 
was  induced  to  remain,  and  before  long  given  an 
interest  in  the  business.  He  superintended  the 
carding,  washing,  picking  and  combing  of  the  wool, 
having  under  him  at  first  some  fifteen  hands ; but 
under  his  energetic  and  skillful  management  the 
department  so  developed  that  one  hundred  people 
were  employed  in  it.  Originally  yarn  only  was  pro- 
duced, but  later  other  mills  were  built  and  worsteds 
were  added  to  the  output  of  the  plant.  In  this  ex- 
pansion of  the  business  Hr.  Fletcher  and  Hr.  Peck- 
ham worked  most  harmoniously,  the  latter’s  com- 
bined knowledge  of  mechanics,  machinery  and  the 
manufacturing  processes  making  his  services  al- 
most indispensable.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Fletcher 
had  such  confidence  in  his  superintendent’s  abilities 
that,  it  mattered  not  what  he  wished  done,  he  did 
not  ask  him  if  he  could  do  it,  but  simply  told  him 
to  go  ahead  and  do  it.  Shortly  before  1891  Mr. 
Fletcher  purchased  the  old  worsted  mills  at  Fulton, 
N.  Y.,  formerly  operated  by  the  Chapins,  and  Mr.' 
Peckham  transformed  them  into  a yarn  and  weav- 
ing mill.  The  French  system  was  used  and  the 
manufactory  handled  over  5,000,000  pounds  of 
wool,  making  it  the  largest  mill  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Peckham  was  superintendent 
of  both  the  spinning  department  and  the  electric 
plant.  He  was  associated  in  the  management  of 
the  mill  with  John  Neary  and  Arthur  Swartz,  and 
witnessed  the  business  so  expand  that  the  number 
of  employes  increased  from  800  to  1,350.  In  1896 
the  three  gentlemen  named  purchased  the  plant 
from  ]\Ir.  Fletcher,  and  the  establishment  became 
known  as  the  Fulton  Worsted  IHills.  They  were 
sold  to  the  American  Woolen  Company,  in  1899, 
and  for  one  year  IMr.  Peckham  remained  with  the 
new  proprietors  as  superintendent  of  their  yarn 
department.  In  1900  he  removed  to  Providence 
and  retired  from  business,  buying  property  at  the 
corner  of  Broad  street  and  Norwood  avenue, 
Edgewood,  rebuilding  the  residence  and  transform- 
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ing  the  place  into  one  of  the  most  attractive  home- 
steads in  that  portion  of  the  city. 

Hr.  Peckham  attributes  his  present  standing, 
as  one  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  woolen 
goods  and  master  mechanics  in  connection  with 
that  industry,  simply  to  the  genius  of  hard  work, 
althoug’h  his  friends  and  admirers  have  little 
doubt  of  his  natural  talents  as  well.  His  great 
mechanical  and  executive  abilities  are  shown  both 
by  the  diflferent  manufacturing  enterprises  which 
he  has  assisted  to  create  and  develop,  and  by  the 
numerous  patents  which  he  has  taken  out  and  in- 
troduced. Perhaps  the  most  notable  of  the  latter 
are  his  card  feed  and  wool  washer.  The  washer  is 
manufactured  at  Fulton  and  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  comre  into  general  use  among  the  Eastern 
woolen  mills,  for  the  very  good  reason  (as  given  by 
]Mr.  Peckham)  that  it  is  “a  wool  washer  which 
washes.”  In  March,  1906,  Mr.  Peckham  was  elec- 
ted commodore  of  the  Rhode  Island  Club,  an 
honor  much  esteemed. 

Luther  A.  Peckham  was  married  July  26,  1876, 
to  Georgianna  Tew,  daughter  of  James  and  Phebe 
Ann  (Church)  Tew  , and  granddaughter  of  Joseph 
Church  and  Nancy  Collins  (nee  Jacques),  a most 
estimable  woman,  who  traces  her  ancestry  to  two 
of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Rhode  Island. 

HENRY  W.  PARTELOW,  one  of  the  best- 
known  merchants  of  Wakefield,  R.  I .,was  born  in 
Griswold,  Conn.,  March  17,  1847.  His  father,  Phile- 
tus  Partelow,  was  born  in  Voluntown,  Conn.,  Jan.  i, 
1807,  was  a mason,  builder  and  contractor,  and  died 
Dec.  8,  1863.  He  married  Feb.  14,  1830,  Rebecca 
Marilla  Fish,  who  was  born  Jan.  5,  1808,  daughter 
of  Levi  Fish,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1899.  They  had 
children:  Lucy,  born  Jan.  13,  1831,  married  James 
Worthley,  and  died  Jan.  12,  1876;  Elizabeth,  born 
Jan.  5,  1833,  married  Matthew  N.  Chappell,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  Fred  (who  died 
young)  and  William  H.  H.,  and  died  in  March, 
1905;  Kneeland  Philetus  was  born  May  4,  1835; 
Jane  R.,  born  Jan.  9,  1838,  died  Sept.  22,  1871 ; 
Joanna,  born  Feb.  6,  1841,  died  Nov.  12,  1863; 
George  R.,  born  March  8,  1843,  died  May  23,  1843  ; 
Henry  W.  was  born  March  17,  1847. 
of  her  death  the  mother  of  the  family  was  the  old- 
est member  of  the  Wakefield  Baptist  Church. 

Kneeland  P.  Partelow,  was  born  in  Gris- 
wold, Conn.,  May  4,  1835,  and  in  1850  removed  to 
South  Kingstown  with  his  parents,  and  learned  the 
mason’s  trade  with  his  father.  On  Dec.  8,  1863, 
the  father  died,  and  Kneeland  P.  Partelow  soon  es- 
tablished a business  for  himself,  later  becoming 
associated  with  his  brother,  Henry  W.  This  part- 
nership lasted  until  1879,  when  Henry  W.  closed 
his  interests,  Kneeland  P.  continuing  alone  until 
1888.  In  that  year  George  H.  Bullock,  who  had  been  in 
Mr.  Partelow’s  employ  for  eleven  years,  was  taken 
into  partnership,  and  four  years  later  bought  Mr. 
Partelow  out.  For  a number  of  years  following 


Mr.  Partelow  held  a government  position  as  in- 
spector of  constructions  at  the  Block  Island  break- 
water, and  later  at  the  breakwater  at  Seaconnet. 

During  his  long  period  of  work,  as  a mason  and 
contractor  in  South  Kingstown  Mr.  Partelow  built 
nearly  all  of  the  stone  buildings  in  the  town,  notably 
the  Episcopal  churches  at  Wakefield  and  at  Nar- 
ragansett  Pier,  and  the  Congregational  church  at 
Peace  Dale ; the  “Old  Castle”  and  tower  at  the 
Pier,  “Druid’s  Dream,”  and  the  Casino,  whose  arch 
was  said  to  be  the  largest  single  arch  in  the  State ; 
the  bridges  on  the  Narragansett  Pier  railroad,  the 
Grand  Army  hall,  the  mill  at  Wakefield,  the  new 
mill  at  Peace  Dale,  the  “Hazard  Memorial”  build- 
ing, and  the  town  hall. 

On  Nov.  31,  1858,  Mr.  Partelow  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  A.  and  Hannah 
(Sweet)  Sheldon.  She  died  Dec.  14,  1905.  They 
had  these  children : Esther,  who  married  George 
C.  Sherman ; Jennie ; Clifton  P.,  a resident  of 
Wakefield,  who  married  Lillian  Potter;  and  Lucy 
Ann.  < 

Mr.  Partelow  was  a member  of  the  Narragan- 
sett Library  Association,  and  was  a charter  mem- 
ber and  the  first  chancellor  commander  of  the  old 
Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  in  Wakefield.  He  was 
quiet  in  his  tastes,  a good  neighbor  and  a model 
citizen,  and  was  ever  ready  to  respond  to  an  ap- 
peal to  his  charitable  impulses.  He  died  Dec.  23, 
1900. 

Henry  W.  Partelow  was  born  in  Griswold, 
Conn.,  and  came  to  Wakefield  with  his  parents  in 
1850.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Wake- 
field and  East  Greenwich  Academy,  learning  the 
mason’s  trade  at  the  same  time  as  his  brother  Knee- 
land. In  1879  he  became  a partner  with  J.  C. 
Tucker  in  the  general  mercantile  business  at  Narra- 
gansett Pier  and  at  the  “Branch,”  in  Wakefield, 
and  in  1882  sold  his  interests  in  the  same  to  Mr. 
Tucker  and  built  his  present  store  on  Co- 
lumbia Corner,  in  Wakefield,  embarking  in  a gen- 
eral mercantile  business  there.  Eor  two  years  he 
ran  a market  in  the  Casino  building  at  Narragan- 
sett Pier,  and  in  1902  built  a building  at  the  Pier 
and  established  a general  store,  which  he  gave  to 
his  son  in  the  fall  of  1904.  Mr.  Partelow  has 
been  district  assessor  for  seventeen  years,  and  has 
also  served  on  the  town  council.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Columbia  Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  E.,  a member 
of  Uncas  Encampment,  and  a member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  Oct.  15,  1873,  Mr.  Partelow  was  married, 
by  Rev.  George  Harris,  to  Josephine  A.  Rhodes, 
who  was  born  Aug.  19,  1850,  daughter  of  George 
A.  Rhodes,  of  Providence,  R.  1.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  the  union : Flope  Anthony, 
born  Oct.  14,  1874,  married  June  14,  1894,  Erank 
Clark,  and  died  Eeb.  18,  1896,  leaving  one  child, 
Hope  Rhodes,  born  June  10,  1895  ; Henry  Louis, 
born  July  21,  1877,  married  Sept.  24,  1900,  Nellie 
Frances  Phinney,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
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child,  Edward  Kneeland,  born  June  12,  1902; 

(ieorge  Rhodes,  born  Oct.  4,  1881,  married  Sept. 
25,  1904,  Mattie  Clarke,  daughter  of  Elmer  E. 
Clarke,  of  W'esterly,  R.  I.,  and  she  died  in  1905, 
leaving  a son,  George  E. ; Dexter  Early  was  born 
March  9,  1883,  and  Josephine  Rebecca,  July  18, 
1887.  i\lr.  Partelow  is  very  well  known  in  Wake- 
fiekl.  and  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  admirable 
traits  of  character.  He.  is  a member  of  the  WMke- 
field  Baptist  Church,  and  Mrs.  Partelow  of  the 
I’eace  Dale  Congregational  Church. 

LYiMAX  ARNOLD  BUDLONG  is  a native 
son  of  Rhode  Island,  a representative  of  the  sev- 
enth generation  of  his  family  in  America,  and  a 
successful  man  of  business  in  a line  in  which  sev- 
eral of  the  name  have  become  known  throughout 
the  country.  Half  a century  ago  he  settled  in  Cook 
county,  Ilk,  where  as  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  scientific  market  gardeners  in  the  Middle  West 
he  has  developed  an  enterprise  similar  to,  if  not  ex- 
ceeding in  scope  and  purpose,  that  established  by 
his  brother,  Mr.  James  A.  Budlong,  near  the  old 
family  home  in  Rhode  Island.  His  executive  abil- 
ity, tile  mechanical  ingenuity  he  has  displayed  in 
the  invention  of  various  devices  which  have  al- 
most revolutionized  the  conduct  of  his  business,  his 
progressive  disposition,  and  his  almost  unique  ca- 
reer, have  shown  him  to  be  a man  of  uncommon 
resource  and  the  possessor  of  qualities  which  have 
proved  very  useful  in  his  busy  life. 

Mr.  Budlong  was  born  in  the  town  of  Crans- 
ton, R.  I.,  Dec.  22,  1829.  As  previously  intimated 
he  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Francis  Budlong.  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  America,  who  early  came  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  where  in  1669  he 
married  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Lippitt)  Howard,  of  the 
town  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  They  had  children,  but  dur- 
ing King  Philip’s  war  Francis  Budlong  and  all  his 
family,  save  one,  were  massacred — a boy  named 
John,  three  or  four  years  old,  having  been  spared. 
This  little  one  was  given  a home  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  John  Lippitt,  his  uncle,  by  whom  he  was 
reared,  and  from  him  have  descended  the  numer- 
ous Budlongs  now  widely  scattered  throughout 
the  country.  Tradition  asserts  that  they  are  of 
French  origin,  probably  of  Huguenot  stock,  as  a 
little  previous  to  their  appearance  in  America  a 
great  number  of  Huguenots  had  fled  from  France 
to  our  shores  to  seek  a place  where  they  could 
exercise,  without  hindrance,  the  privilege  of  free 
conscience.  Details  of  the  earlier  generations  will 
be  found  on  pages  143  and  421. 

The  paternal  grandfather  and  great-grandfa- 
ther of  Lyman  .\.  Budlong.  both  named  Samuel, 
gallantly  served  in  the  Continental  army  during 
the  war  for  independence,  the  former  as  a drum- 
mer boy  and  the  latter  as  a private  soldier.  Mr. 
Budlong’s  father,  Joseph  Stone  Budlong,  born 
March  i,  1804,  married  Mary  Ann  Arnold,  who 


was  born  April  20,  1804,  and  they  passed  their 
lives  in  their  native  State,  Rhode  Island.  The  fa- 
ther died  March  14,  1887,  and  the  mother  Jan. 
5,  1894.  On  his  mother’s  side,  also,  Mr.  Budlong 
is  of  ancient  Rhode  Island  lineage,  she  having  been 
a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  a native  of  Cheselbourne,  England, 
who  settled  in  Providence  Plantations  in  the  early 
Colonial  days.  Her  parents  were  Ephraim  and 
Waity  (W'arner)  Arnold,  and  her  paternal  grand- 
parents Simon  and  Hannah  (Chapman)  Arnold. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  Joseph  S.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Arnold)  Budlong,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  reared  families,  viz. : James  Arnold  is 
deceased  ; Albert  died  in  childhood  ; William  Henry 
is  a resident  of  Providence,  R.  I. ; Lyman  Arnold 
is  mentioned  below ; Mary  Elizabeth  became  the 
wife  of  Y’illiam  W.  Johnston,  of  Washington,  Vt., 
and  died  in  1862  ; Catherine  married  Daniel  F. 
Burlingame,  of  Cranston,  R.  I. ; Waity  Warner 
married  William  Tyler,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Abbie 
Stone  is  the  widow  of  Horace  Bates,  of  Belling- 
ham, Mass. ; Joseph  Albert,  an  extensive  florist  of 
Chicago,  111.,  is  deceased  ; Simeon,  who  resided  in 
Cumberland.  R.  I..  is  deceased. 

Lyman  A.  Budlong  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  later  a seminary,  where 
he  pursued  the  higher  branches.  By  the  time  he 
was  eighteen  he  was  competent  to  teach,  and  for 
five  years  he  was  successfully  engaged  as  a teacher 
during  the  winter  months,  meantime  devoting  the 
rest  of  the  year  to  farm  labor.  His  first  school 
lasted  for  a term  of  four  months,  and  his  salary 
was  twelve  dollars  per  month,  all  of  which  he  gave 
to  his  father.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  at- 
tended a few  terms  of  school  to  round  out  his  edu- 
cation, making  him  highly  proficient  in  the  range 
of  his  studies,  and  it  is  to  the  thoroughness  of  his 
educational  training  that  he  owes  in  large  meas- 
ure his  success  in  life.  It  is  a quality  character- 
istic of  everything  he  does.  It  was  his  first  ambi- 
tion to  enter  professional  life,  and  with  that  end 
in  view  he  prepared  to  enter  Brown  University. 
But  he  cultivated  another  taste,  and  it  is 
questionable  if  he  could  have  attained  greater 
success  in  any  field.  From  his  youth  he 
took  an  interest  in  plant  culture — no  idle 
interest,  but  that  of  a devoted  student.  Thus  he 
early  developed  a taste  for  what  has  proved  to  be 
his  life  work,  and  when  he  was  ready  to  enter 
upon  it  he  was  unusually  well  prepared  from  a 
scientific  as  well  as  a practical  standpoint.  During 
all  the  years  of  his  active  connection  with  the 
business  he  never  spared  himself,  learning  the  best 
in  the  old  methods  by  experiment  and  study,  and 
out  of  his  own  experience  developing  new  meth- 
ods. many  of  which  have  come  into  general  use 
among  gardeners. 

Mr.  Budlong  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
birth  until  1857,  when  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  growing  West.  He  found  what  seemed  to 
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be  a promising  location  in  Cook  county,  111.,  and 
with  little  capital,  but  boundless  ambition  and  tire- 
less energy,  started  in  a modest  way  the  business 
he  has  since  followed.  He  had  to  lease  land  at 
first,  and  in  order  to  eke  out  his  income  he  taught 
a country  school  near  his  home  during  the  winter 
of  1858-59,  and  during  the  two  following  winters 
taught  in  the  neighboring  county  of  DuPage.  In 
the  season  he  carried  on  gardening,  taking  his  pro- 
duce to  the  near-by  Chicago  market.  His  trade  in- 
creased slowly  at  first,  but  ever  steadily,  though  hi 
the  early  days  it  gave  no  promise  of  attaining  the 
immense  proportions  for  which  it  is  now  famous. 

In  18^  Mr.  Budlong  located  on  the  nucleus  of 
the  estate  he  now  occupies,  land  formerly  belong- 
ing to  the  late  Dr.  Foster.  He  was  the  pioneer 
of  the  West  in  the  pickle  business,  of  which  he 
made  a specialty  from  the  beginning,  having  started 
a plant  almost  immediately  after  he  settled  in  the 
West.  His  first  output  was  four  hundred  bushels. 
From  that  to  the  present  annual  product  of  the 
factory,  over  one  hundred  thousand  bushels,  is  a 
long  step  in  commercial  progress.  The  business 
of  growing  vegetables  has  increased  in  even  greater 
degree.  An  immense  tract  of  the  most  fertile  land, 
comprising  a total  of  over  800  acres,  is  under  the 
most  scientific  modern  cultivation,  devoted  princi- 
pally to  the  raising  of  onions,  spinach  and  potatoes, 
all  of  the  best  varieties.  To  pack  the  crop  of  this 
vast  acreage  200,000  crates,  besides  tubs  and  cases, 
are  required.  In  its  production  all  the  most  up- 
to-date  contrivances  are  employed.  The  seed 
dropper  for  planting  of  onions,  used  exclusively  on 
these  farms,  is  Mr.  Rudlong’s  own  invention.  It  is 
driven  by  horse-power,  and  plants  the  seed  at  a 
regular  depth  and  in  exact  quantity,  thus  avoiding 
waste  as  well  as  saving  labor— both  considera- 
tions of  great  value  in  an  enterprise  of  such  mag- 
nitude. Another  of  his  inventions  is  a hand  culti- 
vator which  can  be  operated  by  women,  and  which 
does  the  work  rapidly  and  perfectly.  To  expedite 
the  fertilizing  of  the  soil  a number  of  tracks  have 
been  built  all  through  the  various  farms,  over  which 
hundreds  of  carloads  of  manure  are  transported  for 
convenient  use.  Many  deep  ditches,  cut  by  the 
most  approved  machinery,  thread  the  grounds, 
which,  together  with  a thorough  system  of  tiling, 
prepares  the  soil  to  yield  the  best  of  crops.  The 
power  for  the  different  machinerv  is  housed  in  a 
number  of  substantial  buildings  and  supplied  from 
engines  of  twenty-five  horse-power  and  over,  the 
pumping  and  irrigation  being  a very  important  part 
of  the  work  done  on  this  vast  property.  The  best 
drainage  methods  are  in  use,  with  appliances  for 
carrying  oft'  the  surplus  water  in  wet  seasons,  when 
ordinary  drainage  is  insufficient.  There  are  four 
pumping  stations,  located  on  the  farm  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  land  of  any  surplus  water — hy  pumping 
it  off  — that  may  accumulate  from  heavy  rains, 
each  having  a capacity  of  five  thousand  gallons  a 
minute. 


Five  immense  warehouses,  125x250  feet  in  di- 
mensions, and  connected  by  a cable  operating  the 
various  appliances  for  cleaning  the  seed,  etc.,  are 
provided  for  storing  the  product,  and  there  hun- 
dreds of  crates  of  potatoes,  onions  and  spinach 
await  the  demands  of  the  market.  In  the 
nature  of  the  business  the  vast  output  is  con- 
stantly on  the  move,  in  and  out.  A complete  ice 
plant  is  equipped  for  the  manufacture  of  the  best 
ice,  and  the  cold  storage  plant  is  perfection  itself. 
A large  space  is  devoted  to  the  washing  and  pack- 
ing of  the  vegetables,  in  which  work  hundreds  of 
women  and  girls  are  engaged.  With  all  the  labor- 
saving  devices  at  command  a force  of  1.500  men, 
women  and  boys  and  girls  is  necessary  during  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August,  special  trains 
carrying  the  workers  to  and  from  the  city,  eight 
miles  distant.  The  wages  are  good,  from  one  to 
four  dollars  a day,  and  it  is  a characteristic  feature 
of  the  business  that  that  wages  for  each  day’s  work 
are  paid  every  night. 

The  whole  area  of  this  magnificent  property 
presents  a scene  of  constant  activity  throughout  the 
planting,  growing  and  harvesting  months.  Over 
seventy  horses  and  mules  are  required  in  the  op- 
eration of  the  field  machines  and  other  work  not 
cenveniently  done  by  machine  power.  As  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach  there  are  busv  laborers  with  their 
teams  and  machinery,  under  the  able  supervision 
of  experienced  foremen,  and  all  under  the  general 
management  of  Mr.  Budlong’s  son  Joseph  J.  The 
L.  A.  Budlong  Company  was  organized  in  1900, 
Mr.  Lyman  A.  Budlong  being  president;  his  son, 
Joseph  J.  Budlong,  vice-president ; and  his  son- 
in-law,  H.  H.  Chester,  secretary.  The  company 
has  commodious  and  modern  offices,  with  every 
convenience  for  the  prompt  discharge  of  business. 

Mr.  Lyman  A.  Budlong,  after  a half  century  of 
physical  and  mental  activity  probably  unequaled  in 
his  field  of  enterprise,  is  now  enjoying  compara- 
tive freedom  from  business  cares.  But  he  has  lost 
none  of  his  old-time  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  great  industry  which  he  founded  and  fostered 
to  its  remarkable  development.  He  was  a pio- 
neer in  the  science  of  modern  market  gardening, 
both  in  its  evolution  and  practical  application.  His 
name  is  a standard  for  the  best  in  his  line  over  a 
wide  extent  of  territory,  for  his  vast  crops  have 
become  popular  in  many  markets,  his  jobbing  trade 
extending  throughout  the  Northwest  and  even  into 
Canada.  A large  part  of  the  retail  trade  in  Chi- 
cago is  also  supplied  from  the  Budlong  farms. 
The  business  as  at  present  conducted,  the  highly 
cultivated  condition  of  'the  gigantic  estate,  are  the 
cultivated  condition  of  the  gigantic  estate,  is  the 
umphant  crown  of  success  due  to  a creator  of  an 
enterprise  which  for  magnitude,  or  as  an  expon- 
ent of  modern  scientific  agriculture,  is  probably 
without  a parallel.  Beginning  fifty-one  years  ago 
upon  an  humble  scale,  Mr.  Budlong  had  less  than 
fortv  tillable  acres  out  of  a tract  of  six  hundred. 
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More  than  a hundred  acres  was  a labyrinth  of  bog 
and  quagmire,  and  the  balance  required  the  most 
careful  drainage  to  become  capable  of  tillage.  Now 
every  acre  of  the  eight  hundred  included  in  this 
domain  is  under  profitable  cultivation,  and  the  land 
reclaimed  from  the  forest  and  prairie  is  a luxuriant 
garden  of  unsurpassed  fertility.  Mr.  Budlong  has 
proved  himself  a master  indeed  of  a science  which, 
with  the  increasing  value  of  land,  is  becoming  of 
more  and  more  importance  in  the  economy  of  the 
present  day.  In  the  promotion  of  his  own  interests 
he  has  done  just  as  much  for  others  engaged  along 
similar  lines,  branching  out  into  untried  fields  and 
experimenting  along  little  known  channels  until  he 
gained  definite  information  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  trade  generally.  His  faculty  for  attending  to  de- 
tails, marked  executive  ability,  and  power  of  con- 
centration to  whatever  he  has  in  hand,  have  been 
very  vital  factors  in  his  success.  ^Moreover,  in  spite 
of  the  incessant  cares  attendant  upon  the  conduct 
of  a large  business,  he  has  retained  a pleasant  per- 
sonality, which  has  won  him  many  friends  among 
those  with  whom  he  has  had  business  or  social  re- 
lations. His  humblest  employe  receives  the  same 
consideration  that  he  would  extend  to  a friend,  and 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellowmen  in  every  walk 
of  life  has  always  been  pleasant  and  kindly.  He  is 
thoroughly  well  read  upon  questions  of  current  in- 
terest, as  well  as  in  the  line  to  which  his  chief  en- 
ergies have  been  devoted.  All  his  life  he  has 
shown  the  rare  combination. of  the  qualities  of  stu- 
dent and  practical  man  of  business  which  have  car- 
ried him  to  the  pinnacle  of  success. 

Mr.  Budlong  was  originally  a Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, but  since  i860  he  has  been  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican. He  has  been  active  in  the  civil  administra- 
tion of  his  adopted  community  and  in  the  promotion 
of  local  improvements.  Upon  the  organization  of 
the  village  of  Jefferson  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  and  has  since  served  several 
times  in  that  office  ; he  was  the  first  mayor  of  the 
village,  and  served  as  school  director  twenty-eight 
consecutive  years,  until  the  village  was  merged  into 
the  city  of  Chicago.  He  is  a prominent  Freemason, 
a charter  member  of  Providence  Lodge.  No.  71 1, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Jefferson,  which  he  served  many 
years  as  worshipful  master ; a member  of  Corin- 
tbian  Chapter,  R.  A.  i\I. ; Apollo  Commandery,  K. 
T.,  and  Oriental  Consistorv,  of  Chicago. 

On  Oct.  6,  1856.  Mr.  'Budlong  married  Miss 
Louise  L.  Newton,  of  Norwich,  Vt.,  who  was  bprn 
in  Norwich,  Jan.  i,  1833,  daughter  of  George  and 
Orella  (Snow)  Newton,  also  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Israel  Newton,  who 
served  through  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  George 
and  Orella  (Snow)  Newton  were  born  two  sons 
and  four  daughters,  as  follows : Cyril  C.  ( now  de- 
ceased). who  married  Rebecca  iMcConachic,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  Emily,  George  and 
Mary : TvOuise  L.,  Mrs.  Lvman  A.  Budlong:  Tmcy 
Amelia,  widow  of  Mr.  Lewis  Vilson ; Marv  A., 


widow  o'i  Orlando  Talcott ; Ellen  E.,  wife  of  \V.  N. 
Spring,  of  LeMars,  Iowa;  and  George  P.,  now  de- 
ceased. 

To  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Budlong  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, namely  : ( i ) Mary  L.  became  the  wife  of  A, 

L.  Jones,  of  Mokena,  111.,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children : Helen  L.,  wife  of  Paul  A. 
Shares,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  who  has  one  child, 
Pauline ; Lyman  B.,  who  married  Genevieve  Low- 
ell, of  Chicago,  and  has  two  children,  Albert  L. 
and  Helen  L. ; and  Viola  i\I.  (2)  Edward  L.  mar- 
ried Margaret  Snow,  of  Rockford,  111.,  and  to  them 
were  born  nine  children,  Edward  H.,  Estelle  i\l., 
Evelyn  L.,  James  N.,  Dudley  W.,  Naomi  J.,  Harry 
S.,  Lyman  A.  and  Simeon.  (3)  Lyman  A.  is  de- 
ceased. (4)  Joseph  J.  married  Louise  Klemme,  of 
Joliet,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Mary  L.  and 
Helen  H.  After  her  death  he  married  Irene  Hea- 
ney, of  Chicago,  and  they  have  also  had  two  chil- 
dren, Joseph  L.  and  Thomas  H.  (5)  Laura  \V. 
is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Chester,  of  Evanston,  111.,  and 
has  had  three  children,  Ruth  B.,  Grace  H.  and 
iMargaret  N.  All  of  Mr.  Budlong’s  children  reside 
near  the  parental  home.  iMrs.  Budlong  passed 
away  iMarch  25,  1905,  leaving  a large  circle  of 
friends,  by  whom  she  was  much  beloved  and  sadly 
missed.  She  was  a very  active  worker  in  the  Bow- 
manville  Congregational  Church  from  the  time 
of  its  organization. 

Mr.  Budlong  is  passing  his  declinig  years  in 
the  beautiful  home  where  he  has  been  located  dur- 
ing his  long  residence  in  Cook  county,  a home 
which  in  all  its  details  gives  evidence  of  the  tastes 
of  the  owner.  He  carries  his  years  well,  and  though 
verging  on  four-score  is  vigorous  and  active,  with 
unabated  interest  in  life  and  work. 

PIERCE.  The  Pierce  family  of  Rhode  Island 
has  long  been  prominent  in  business,  religious  and 
public  affairs.  Not  the  least  prominent  were  the 
sons  of  the  late  Rev.  Waterman  Pierce,  who  was 
himself  a representative  of  the  seventh  generation 
of  the  family  in  this  country,  his  lineage  being  from 
(I)  Michael,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  through  (II) 
Ephraim,  (III)  Ephraim  (2),  (IV)  Deacon  Mial, 
(\’)  Rev.  Nathan,  (VI)  Isaac  Pierce. 

(\TI)  Rev.  Waterman  Pierce,  son  of  Isaac,  born 
Dec.  24,  1801,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  married  June 
15,  1820,  Betsey  Baker,  born  March  8,  i8or,  and 
they  resided  in  East  Providence,  R.  I.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Bradford  B.,  born  Nov.  7,  1821,  mar- 
ried Martha  K.  Brown  and  Susan  Shelley ; Sarah 
F.,  born  July  25,  1826,  married  Sept,  ii,  1853,  Gil- 
bert M.  Horton  ; Elisha  W.,  born  Jan.  22,  1829,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  W.  Barney  : Mary  E.,  born  April  27, 
1831  ; Maria  B.,  born  Feb.  i,  1835,  married  Oct. 
2.  1859.  Samuel  .S.  Barney:  George  L.,  born  Sept. 
9.  1837:  Julia  E.,  born  Nov.  t6.  1839,  married  Aug. 
6.  1863.  Dexter  West:  Mercy  A.,  born  July  14, 
1842.  married  June  17,  1864,  Burden  Monroe:  and 
Richmond,  born  Jul\-  2.  1847.  died  iMarch  13.  1848. 
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(VIII)  Bradford  B.  Pierce,  son  of  Rev.  Water- 
man, born  Nov.  7,  1821,  married  Oct.  7,  1847, 
Martha  K.  Brown,  born  Oct.  6,  1827.  She  died 
March  20,  1868,  and  he  married  (second)  June  8, 
1871,  Susan  M.  Shelley,  born  iMay  29,  1832.  The 
children  of  Mr.  Pierce,  all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, were:  Waterman  J.,  born  Aug.  29,  1848: 
Bradford  F.,  born  Oct.  17,  1850;  Clarence  N.,  born 
April  28,  1854;  and  Alattie  E.,  born  March  16, 
1863. 

In  “Providence  Plantation,”  1886,  appeared  the 
following:  “One  of  the  largest  and  most  reliable 
wholesale  and  retail  grocery  houses  in  this  city  is 
owned  and  managed  by  two  sons  of  the  Rev. 
Waterman  Pierce,  who  for  nearly  half  a century 
was  pastor  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Barney ville.  In  1848  Elisha  W.  Pierce  and  his 
brother,  Bradford  B.  Pierce,  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  Benjamin  B.  Potter,  and  established  the 
grocery  business  of  E.  \\\  Pierce  & Co.,  in  a small 
wooden  building  that  stood  where  the  firm  now 
occupies  a spacious  block  at  Nos.  19  and  20  Canal 
street.  Bradford  B.  was  already  in  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Potter  as  clerk  when  the  change  of  proprie- 
tors was  made,  and  the  new  firm  inaugurated  what 
has  proved  a most  successful  wholesale  and  retail 
trade,  and  their  customers  have  always  been  drawn 
largely  from  the  country  towns  and  suburbs  of  the 
city.  In  1854  the  Hon.  George  L.  Pierce,  another 
brother,  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm, 
and  since  that  time  the  oldest  partner,  Bradford  B., 
has  deceased,  leaving  his  interest  in  the  business 
to  the  management  of  the  other  two.  Each  of  the 
surviving  brothers  has  been  honored  with  a seat 
in  the  common  council,  and  the  younger  is  now  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State.” 

(VIII)  Elisha  W.  Pierce,  son  of  Rev.  Water- 
man, born  Jan.  22,  1829,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  mar- 
ried March  3,  1851.  Elizabeth  W.  Barney,  born 
March  17,  1829,  and  they  resided  in  Providence, 
R.  I.  Their  children  were:  i\Iary  E.,  born  Dec. 
13,  1851,  married  Eeb.  27,  1870,  Charles  E.  hrost, 
of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Edward  E.,  born  Eeb.  i, 
1856;  Benjamin  F.,  born  July  20,  i860,  is  a resident 
of  Newark,  N.  J. ; Florence  B.,  born  Jan.  10,  1862, 
married  June  30,  1885,  Cyril  R.  Wood,  and  they 
reside  in  East  Providence,  R.  I. ; Ulysses  G.  B., 
born  July  17,  1865,  a clergyman  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  married  Elorence  Lonsbury ; and  Esther  W. 
resides  in  East  Providence  with  her  mother. 

Wdien  twenty-one  years  of  age  Elisha  W. 
Pierce  left  his  home  in  Seekonk,  IMass.,  for  Provi- 
dence, to  seek  his  fortune,  his  possessions  being 
little  more  than  the  clothes  he  wore,  but  his  mind 
was  bent  on  success.  He  found  employment  as 
a clerk  in  one  of  the  stores  of  the  city  and  so 
served  for  some  three  years.  He  then  commenced 
in  a small  way  business  for  himself,  working  hard 
and  conducting  his  business  very  carefully.  Owing 
to  his  cautious,  unspeculative  manner  of  business 
life,  he  assumed  no  risks  and  contracted  no  debts. 


unless  there  was  a visible  means  of  meeting  his  ob- 
ligations. Gradually  the  trade  at  his  store  increased 
and  with  increased  patronage  came  increased  suc- 
cess, and  what  he  accomplished  was  always 
through  hard  work,  careful  management  and  per- 
severance. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  always  a stanch  Republican  in 
his  political  views,  and  while  his  life  was  ever  quiet 
and  unassuming,  he,  at  the  solicitations  of  friends, 
served  two  terms  in  the  common  council  of  Provi- 
dence, then  tendering  his  resignation,  but  there- 
after declined  to  accept  other  honors.  His 
religious  connection  was  with  the  old  Roger  Wil- 
liams Free  Baptist  Church  at  Providence,  and  of 
that  church  his  wife  and  children  also  were  mem- 
bers. 

(Vni)  George  Luther  Pierce,  born  Sept.  9, 
1837,  son  of  Rev.  Waterman,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  Seekonk,  Mass., 
and  at  the  Fort  Edward  Institute  of  Washington 
county,  N.  Y.  Soon  after  leaving  school  he  entered 
the  grocery  house  of  E.  W.  Pierce  & Co.,  at  Provi- 
dence, as  a clerk,  and  the  aptness  shown  in  this 
capacity  and  the  efforts  put  forth  in  time  were  re- 
warded by  his  being  taken  into  the  firm  as  a part- 
ner, and  for  more  than  tl]irty-five  years  at  the 
one  location  he  carried  on  an  extensive  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  business,  associated  with  his 
brothers,  the  late  Elisha  W.  and  Bradford  B. 
Pierce.  The  establishment  was  located,  as  stated 
above,  on  Canal  street,  and  the  reputation  of  the 
firm  for  honesty,  reliability  and  fair  dealing  was 
second  to  none  in  New  England.  After  the  death 
of  Elisha  W.  and  Bradford  B.  Pierce,  the  remain- 
ing member  of  the  firm,  George  L.,  in  1895,  retired 
from  active  business.  Mr.  Pierce’s  political  affilia- 
tion has  been  with  the  Republican  party,  in  the 
councils  of  which  he  has  been  prominent  for  many 
years,  and  as  well  in  the  public  affairs  of  Provi- 
dence and  the  State.  He  was  for  seven  years  a 
member  of  the  Republican  committee  of  the  City 
of  Providence,  beginning  in  1886  or  1887.  He 
was  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  1886-1898,  a 
member  of  the  Providence  city  council,  nine  years 
of  which  period,  1886-1895,  he  was  a member  of 
the  common  council,  and  1895-98  a member  of  the 
board  of  aldermen.  He  has  been  a commissioner 
of  the  North  Burying  Ground,  Providence,  since 
January,  1895.  From  May,  1886,  to  May,  1887, 
he  was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island  from  Providence,  and  he  was 
again  chosen  a member  of  the  House  in  the 
Spring  of  1898,  and  served  until  1902  inclusive, 
and  elected  again  in  November,  1904,  for  the 
year  1905,  by  a majority  of  3,064,  the  largest 
majority  given  any  one  of  the  twelve  repre- 
sentatives from  the  city.  For  three  years  he 
served  on  the  committee  on  Finance,  and  for  the 
first  two  years  on  the  committee  on  State  Charities 
and  Correction  and  for  one  year  was  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 
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Mr.  ]‘ierce  married  Sarah  E.  Cory,  and  the 
following-  children  have  been  horn  to  them : Archie 
Le  Crand,  who  died  in  boyhood;  M'ilton  Cory,  who 
died  young;  Chaiincy  Giles,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Grace*  and  Ethel,  twins,  of  whom  the  former  grad- 
uated from  llrown  University  with  high  honors, 
was  president  of  her  class,  and  was  teacher  in  the 
grammar  grade  of  the  Point  Street  School,  while 
the  latter  is  a graduate  of  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design,  I’rovidence,  was  supervisor  of  drawing 
in  Warwick,  and  is  now  a teacher  of  drawing  in 
the  Technical  High  School  in  Providence,  R.  I. ; 
P.ertha;  and  George  L.,  Jr.,  born  in  October,  1887. 

(IX)  Ur.  Edward  Elisha  Pierce,  son  of 
Elislia  W..  was  first  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Providence,  finishing  his  work  in  the  Bridgham 
Street  Grammar  School.  Thinking  that  he  did 
not  care  for  any  more  schooling,  and  ex])ressing 
that  feeling  to  his  father,  he  was  put  to  work 
in  his  father’s  store,  hut  after  an  experience  of 
two  years,  he  determined  to  enter  school  again. 
At  fifteen  he  entered  jenckes  Mowry's  Mt. 
Pleasant  Academy,  taking  two  years  of  prepara- 
torv  work.  In  1873  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
vears  he  entered  Brown  University,  graduat- 
ing with  the  class  of  .1877,  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  In  1880  the  degree  of  A.  IM.  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  Alma  i\ later.  While  in  college  he 
was  a member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  Greek  fra- 
ternity. It  was  his  intention  at  this  time  to  take 
up  the  study  of  medicine,  but  on  account  of  the  ill 
health  of  his  father  he  went  into  the  business  as 
manager  for  him,  expecting  to  continue  in  such 
work  only  a short  time.  But  the  continued  indis- 
position of  his  father,  and  the  demands  of  a con- 
stantly increasing  business,  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  sever  his  connection,  until  the  months  had 
increased  into  years,  and  the  years  into  a decade. 
So  it  was  not  until  1887  that  Dr.  Pierce  was  able 
to  jmt  into  execution  his  earlier  formed  purpose 
to  study  medicine.  In  1887  he  entered  the  Aledi- 
cal  Department  of  Harvard  University,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1890  with  high  honor.  In 
the  subject  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine. which  came  in  the  last  year,  he  obtained  the 
highest  honors,  100  per  cent.  This  was  so  unusual 
and  notable  that  he  has  now  a letter  received  from 
Prof.  Erancis  IMinot,  professor  in  that  branch, 
complimenting  him  most  highly  for  his  work.  He 
began  practice  on  Broadway,  Providence,  within 
a (|uarter  of  a mile  of  the  home  where  all  of  the 
years,  excejit  two,  of  his  life  have  been  spent. 
With  the  jiassing  of  the  years  has  come  the  in- 
creased confidence  of  those  who  knew  him  first  as 
a boy,  later  as  a student,  and  then  for  ten  years  as 
a merchant,  until  his  jiractice  has  become  one  of 
most  gratifying  dimensions  and  character. 

Dr.  Pierce  is  a member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  .Society,  the  Providence  Medical  .Associa- 
tion, the  .Medical  Improvement  Club  of  Providence, 
and  the  .American  Medical  .-Association.  On  ac- 


tount  of  his  former  business  association  he  has 
alwavs  retained  his  membership  in  the  Providence 
Board  of  Trade.  M’ith  a business  ability  intuitive 
as  well  as  accpiired.  Dr.  Pierce  has  been  almost 
continuously  identified  with  the  management  of 
some  of  the  larger  corporations  in  Providence ; 
and  at  his  summer  home  at  River  View,  Warwick, 
the  Doctor  as  President  of  the  River  View  Im- 
provement Association  has  inaugurated  many 
noticeable  reforms  toward  the  upbuilding  of  this 
charming  summer  resort.  Dr.  Pierce  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  philosophical 
and  religious  work,  and  upon  his  graduation 
he  was  appointed  IMedical  Examiner  for  the 
Providence  AA  AI.  C.  A.,  and  has  been  such  for 
eighteen  years.  He  was  president  of  the  Y. 
AI.  C.  A.  from  1893  to  1895,  and  has  been 
one  of  its  board  of  directors  for  a number 
of  years,  and  but  recently  retired  from  that 
])Osition  on  account  of  the  press  of  professional 
business.  Dr.  Pierce  is  also  a member  of  a number 
of  local  historical  societies.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Roger  Williams  Eree  Baptist  Church,  and  for 
over  twenty  years  has  been  one  of  its  deacons.  He 
was  also  for  several  years  president  of  the  Roger 
Williams  corporation. 

Dr.  Pierce  was  married  Nov.  9,  1880,  to  Emma 
E.  Wod,  born  Alay  7,  1859.  daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Cynthia  Elizabeth  (Read)  Wood,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Rowena  E.,  born  Aug.  2,  1887 ; 
she  is  a graduate  of  the  Eielden-Chace  School,  and 
has  been  a special  student  at  Pembroke,  and  has 
devoted  three  vears  to  the  study  of  art  at  the  Rhode 
Island  School’of  Design.  The  Doctor  is  a man  of 
kind  and  genial  disposition,  ever  disposed  to  look 
on  the  bright  side  of  life,  and  his  presence  in  the 
sick  room  is  itself  a ray  of  sunshine. 

DR.  ELISHA  PECKHAAI  CLARKE.  Of  all 
the  professions  the  one  most  useful  to  mankind  is 
the  medical — the  divine  art  of  healing.  The  ideal 
physician  is  he  who  ever  thrusts  aside  his  own  per- 
sonal comforts  and  consecrates  his  life  to  the 
thoughtful  and  efficient  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  who  by  his  own  upright  and  clean  life  can  in- 
spire confidence  and  respect  for  himself  and  hope 
in  the  hearts  of  the  afflicted.  The  town  of  Hop- 
kinton,  R.  I.,  was  fortunate  in  numbering  among 
her  citizens  an  earnest  exponent  of  the  highest 
ideals  of  lofty  devotion  to  his  calling  in  the  per.son 
of  Dr.  Elisha  Peckham  Clarke. 

Dr.  Clarke  descends  from  old  and  honorable 
ancestry,  which  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines  includes  many  families  prominent  in  the  his- 
tory of  Rhode  Island,  from  its  earliest  period.  He 
was  born  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Aug.  17,  1833,  son  of 
Robert  and  Dorcas  (Peckham)  Clarke.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  jiublic  schools  and  at 
De  Ruyter  Institute,  New  AMrk,  and  taught  school 
for  several  years  very  successfully  before  entering 
upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  profession  he 
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had  chosen.  His  medical  education  was  obtained 
at  Harvard,  and  at  the  Maine  Medical  School 
(Bowdoin  College),  from  which  latter  institution 
he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1863.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Milford,  Mass.,  and  on  Feb.  7,  1864, 
after  taking  a competitive  examination,  was  com- 
missioned a surgeon  in  the  31st  Mass.  Vol.  Inf. 
He  remained  in  the  service,  and  was  mustered  out 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  then  settling  in  Hope  \*al- 
ley,  R.  I.  He  was  ambitious,  energetic,  and  in  love 
with  his  profession,  which  he  always  endeavored 
to  honor.  He  soon  built  up  a large  practice  for 
that  locality.  Here  Dr.  Clarke  lived  and  worked 
continuously  for  nearly  forty  years.  This  was  a 
period  marked  by  greater  progress  and  advance- 
ment in  his  profession  than  had  taken  place  during 
the  two  centuries  preceding.  Dr.  Clarke  kept 
abreast  of  that  progress,  necessitating  radical 
changes  in  methods  and  administration.  He  was 
the  very  personification  of  the  complete  physician. 
There  was  nothing  censorious  in  his  nature.  To 
do  deeds  of  kindness  unobtrusively  was  his  relig- 
ion. He  helped  first,  and  questioned  afterward. 
He  enjoyed  the  largest  practice  of  any  physician 
in  that  section  of  the  State.  Ever  ready  to  resi)ond 
to  a call,  day  or  night,  whether  far  or  near,  from 
the  rich  or  poor,  he  endeared  himself  to  all,  and 
became  not  only  a medical  adviser,  but  a friend 
and  comforter.  When  such  a physician  has  lived 
a life  of  this  character  for  almost  forty  years  in  a 
community,  administering  to  successive  genera- 
tions, he  can  but  be  remembered  as  a member  of 
each  family  and  grieved  for  as  such.  Dr.  Clarke's 
genial  disposition,  cheerful  address,  and  faithful 
attention  to  patients,  tended  not  only  to  gain  their 
confidence,  but  also  to  win  their  love.  His  gen- 
erous treatment  of  his  fellow  physicians,  hi.s  strict 
observance  of  the  unwritten  code  of  professional 
ethics,  caused  him  to  be  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
brethren,  who  both  admired  him  as  a physician 
and  honored  him  as  a man. 

While  wedded  to  his  profession,  and  though 
pressed  for  time  as  a result  of  its  exacting  duties. 
Dr.  Clarke’s  public  spirit  was  always  evident.  He 
had  at  heart  the  best  interests  of  his  community 
and  took  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  represent- 
ing his  town  in  the  State  Senate  in  1878-79,  and 
again  in  1879  '80.  A prominent  Republican, 

his  intrest  in  the  success  of  that  party  was  keen 
and  continuous.  For  many  years  he  was  chairman 
of  the  school  committee,  and  was  also  assessor  of 
taxes  for  several  years.  He  was  medical  examiner 
for  the  town  of  Hopkinton  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  elected  a fellow  of  the  Rhode  Island  i\Iedi- 
cal  Society  in  1867,  and  in  1895  became  its  presi- 
dent, receiving  the  re-election  in  1896.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Washington  County  . Medical  So- 
ciety, and  was  one  of  its  first  presidents,  and  was 
always  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  was  a charter  member  of  Charity  Lodge, 


A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley,  and  was  elected 
worshipful  master  in  1870,  and  was  treasurer  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also  a member  of 
Franklin  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Hope  Valley;  and 
of  Hope  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  be- 
ing the  first  worthy  patron  of  the  latter,  and  second 
grand  patron  of  the  grand  chapter  of  the  State. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  retained  an  active 
interest  in  these  societies.  He  was  a charter  mem- 
ber of  Lincoln  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  its  first 
commander.  Eor  a number  of  years  he  was  a di- 
rector of  the  Hopkinton  Savings  Bank.  Dr.  Clarke 
was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Eirst  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Hope  Valley,  and  for  a number  of 
years  chairman  of  the  pulpit  committee  thereof. 
His  devotion  to  religious  work  was  one  of  his 
prominent  characteristics.  His  ability  to  arrange 
his  professional  work  without  the  slightest  inat- 
tention, so  as  not  to  conflict  with  his  almost  regular 
attendance  upon  divine  service,  was  often  com- 
mented upon.  His  character  was  symmetrical  and 
well  rounded,  and  as  a citizen  he  lived  up  to  his 
high  ideals  of  civic  honor  and  responsibility. 

Dr.  Clarke  was  married  in  May,  1859,  to  IMiss 
Xancy  J.  Davis,  of  Ledyard,  Conn.,  a lady  of  high 
moral  and  social  qualities,  who  died  Nov.  20,  1894, 
leaving  two  sons : Dr.  Elisha  Davis,  of  Woon- 
socket, R.  L,  a graduate  of  Harvard,  class  of  1892, 
who  married  Miss  Eendora  Sayers,  of  Waynes- 
burg.  Pa.,  and  has  two  children,  Elorence  Sayers 
and  Constance;  and  Dr.  Elliott  IM.,  a graduate  of 
Harvard,  class  of  1899,  formerly  located  at  Mans- 
field, Mass.,  but  now  in  Denver,  Colo.  On  June  30, 
1897,  Dr.  E.  P.  Clarke  was  married  (second)  to 
Miss  Hattie  M.  Tucker,  of  Hope  Valley,  daughter 
of  Alvin  Perry  and  Emily  Demaris  (Larkin) 
Tucker.  He  passed  away  at  his  late  home  in  Hope 
Valley,  IMarch  17,  1904.  His  widow  survives, 
occupying  the  old  homestead. 

Alvin  Perry  Tucker,  father  of  Mrs.  Clarke, 
was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  R.  L,  and  there 
passed  the  years  of  his  boyhood.  He  learned  the 
machinist’s  trade  at  Centerville,  and  followed  that 
line  at  Carolina,  later  going  to  Hope  Valley,  where 
he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  thirty  years.  His 
death  occurred  in  1896.  He  married  Emily  De- 
maris Larkin,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Rebecca 
(Larkin)  Larkin,  and  she  died  in  1892,  the  mother 
of  the  following  children ; Albert  Howard,  de- 
ceased ; Lucetta,  deceased ; Annette,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.;  Hattie  M.,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Clarke;  Sarah 
A.,  who  married  Herman  T.  Regnall,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  has  five  children:  Ralph  T.,  Irma. 
Lloyd,  Walter  and  Grace;  Marry;  Henry,  and 
Emily. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternitv,  and  was  also  associated  with  the  1.  O. 

O.  E. 

JOSEPH  ALBERT  BL  DLOXG  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a gardener  and  florist  in  the  suburbs 
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of  Chicago,  111.,  for  a period  of  forty  years  before 
his  death.  He  was  a worthy  member  of  a family 
which  has  been  known  in  Rhode  Island  from  early 
Colonial  times,  but  which  during  the  past  half  cen- 
tury has  become  known  througbout  the  country 
in  the  develoi)ment  by  its  members  of  a line  of  bus- 
iness never  before  attempted  on  so  vast  a scale. 
The  Budlongs  were  among  the  first  to  carry  on 
gardening  according  to  modern  ideas  and  to  oper- 
ate e.xtensively  in  a business  formerly  the  field  of 
small  investors.  Joseph  A.  Budlong  as  a scientific 
grower  of  vegetables,  and  during  the  later  years 
of  his  life  of  the  most  beautiful  flowers  in  demand 
in  the  market,  had  few  equals  anywhere,  and  many 
of  his  most  successful  methods  were  original  with 
him,  the  outgrowth  of  an  experience  not  shared 
by  many.  Like  the  other  members  of  his  family 
he  was  a man  learned  in  the  scientific  lore  of  his 
calling  as  well  as  a practical  florist  and  a man  of 
business.  His  career  demonstrates  the  value  of 
broad  training  and  intelligent  attention  to  all 
branches  of  an  undertaking.  He  had  the  faculty 
of  neither  neglecting  details  nor  taking  undue  pre- 
cautions in  matters  of  no  consequence  and  the 
course  he  pursued  was  fully  justified  by  the  results. 

Hr.  Budlong  was  born  at  Cranston,  R.  I., 
March  17,  1841,  son  of  Joseph  Stone  and  Mary 
Ann  (Arnold)  Budlong.  Of  his  parentage  and 
earlier  ancestry  extended  mention  will  be  found 
on  pages  143  and  421,  and  in  the  sketch  of  his  older 
brother,  Lyman  Arnold  Budlong.  He  passed  his 
boyhood  at  the  old  home,  aiid  received  a thorough 
though  not  a liberal  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  locality.  The  strength  and  activity  of  his 
intellect  throughout  life  amply  made  up  for  any 
incompleteness  of  his  early  advantages.  His  ex- 
perience in  his  life  work  began  at  an  early  age, 
for  his.  father  was  engaged  in  market  gardening, 
and  the  boy  helped  him  from  childhood.  He  was 
thus  employed  until  after  he  reached  his  majority, 
when  he  went  to  Providence,  R.  I.  In  1862  he 
went  out  to  Illinois,  joining  his  brother  Lyman, 
who  had  settled  there  in  Cook  county  five  years  be- 
fore, and  had  started  the  gardening  and  pickling 
business.  He  worked  for  his  brother  on  a salary 
for  three  years,  but  the  location  not  agreeing  with 
him  at  that  time  he  returned  East  to  recuperate. 
The  country  was  low  and  almost  continuously  wet, 
and  this,  with  other  causes,  gave  rise  to  conditions 
which  developed  in  him  a serious  rheumatic  ail- 
ment, accompanied  by  intense  suffering.  In  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  he  secured  a clerkship  with  another 
brother,  who  was  a merchant,  and  while  thus  en- 
gaged he  became  acquainted  with  ]\Iiss  Teresa 
Smith,  to  whom  he  was  married  early  in  1866. 
There  for  a period  of  one  year  he  followed  the  trade 
of  carpenter,  but  tbe  young  couple  soon  moved 
out  to  Cook  county.  111.,  where,  on  land  leased 
from  his  brother,  Mr.  Budlong  began  gardening 
upon  his  own  account.  He  continued  thus  suc- 
cessfully for  three  years,  when  he  entered  into  a 


co-partnership  with  his  brother  in  the  gardening 
industry.  From  a small  beginning  they  developed 
in  time  one  of  the  largest  enterprises  of  its  kind  in 
the  YTst,  and  the  business  relations  between  the 
brothers  continued  amicably  for  seventeen  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved by  mutual  consent. 

Mr.  Joseph  A.  Bndlong  had  in  the  meantime 
bought  ten  acres  of  ground,  which  he  had  leased 
to  a tenant  who  built  greenhouses  for  growing  veg- 
etables. Upon  the  expiration  of  this  lease  Mr. 
Budlong  assumed  personal  control  of  his  land  and 
vigorously  set  about  its  cultivation.  He  extended 
the  scope  of  the  business,  putting  up  more  green- 
houses, and  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cut  flowers.  From  1888  he  devoted  his 
time  and  land  exclusively  to  the  raising  of  choice 
blossoms  for  the  cut  flower  trade,  the  output  at 
first  being  principally  roses  and  carnations.  Under 
his  progressive  management  the  business  expanded 
steadily  to  an  extent  he  could  hardly  have  fore- 
seen at  its  inception.  The  growth  was  natural,  all 
things  considered, ' but  when  he  started  his  florist 
business  transportation  facilities  fell  far  short  of 
their  present  possibilities,  the  market  was  neither 
so  wide  nor  so  steady,  and  florists  had  made  few 
of  the  experiments  which  within  comparatively  a 
few  years  have  made  such  sweeping  changes  in  the 
methods  of  production  as  well  as  in  the  products 
themselves.  The  scientific  economy  which  has 
eliminated  unprofitable  varieties  and  developed 
hardy  plants,  productive  and  beautiful  as  the  pop- 
ular taste  demands  at  the  present  time,  was  evolved 
to  its  present  perfection  in  the  period  of  his  ex- 
perience, and  he  not  only  profited  by  the  experiments 
of  others,  but  left  many  new  devices  to  perpetuate 
his  name  in  the  business.  His  untimely  death,  in 
the  spring  of  1906,  caused  by  a street  car  accident, 
cut  short  a career  which  held  promise  of  even 
greater  successes,  and  was  regretted  by  a wide  cir- 
cle of  business  associates  as  well  as  his  friends  and 
family. 

Some  idea  of  what  Mr.  Budlong  accomplished 
in  his  bnsiness  may  be  gained  by  a brief  account 
of  the  operations  carried  on  now  under  the  man- 
agement of  his  son,  Mr.  Albert  H.  Budlong,  for 
the  estate.  He  had  been  associated  with  his  father 
for  fifteen  years,  and  has  had  the  benfit  of  the  most 
thorough  training  as  well  as  exhaustive  personal 
familiarity  with  the  work  in  all  its  branches  and 
details.  The  greenhouses  cover  a space  of  six 
acres,  400,000  square  feet  being  under  glass.  Only 
roses,  carnations  and  chrysanthemums  are  grown, 
twenty-seven  houses  being  devoted  to  roses  alone, 
with  4,500  to  5,000  plants  in  every  house.  Here 
the  American  beauty  is  grown  in  its  greatest  per- 
fection. From  fifty  thousand  to  fifty-five  thousand 
carnations,  unexcelled  in  size  and  variety,  are  kept 
blooming,  occupying  nine  houses.  Twelve  thou- 
sand chrysanthemums  are  (produced  annually.  Ev- 
ery device  known  to  the  trade  is  employed  to  bring 
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all  the  products  to  their  highest  perfection,  and  the 
demand  for  the  output  of  this  firm,  still  doing  bus- 
iness under  the  name  of  Joseph  A.  Budlong,  is  the 
seal  of  approval  upon  the  conscientious  care  be- 
stowed on  the  raising  of  the  flowers  as  well  as  the 
conduct  of  the  incidentals  of  the  business.  The 
steam  vacuum  system  has  been  installed  through- 
out the  great  establishment,  requiring  an  annual 
consumption  of  four  thousand  tons  of  smokeless 
coal.  A regular  force  of  skilled  gardeners  and  as- 
sistants, averaging  thirty-five  the  year  round,  is 
employed.  A wholesale  house  in  the  business  dis- 
trict of  Chicago  (the  plant  is  about  eight  miles 
from  the  center  of  the  city)  is  maintained,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Philip  Schupp,  for  the  more 
convenient  disposal  of  the  product,  though  the  mar- 
ket is  by  no  means  confined  to  that  city,  shipments 
being  made  as  far  north  as  St.  Paul,  east  to  Pitts- 
burg, south  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  west  to 
Denver.  The  very  extensive  territory  covered  by 
the  firm  is  supplied  promptly  by  express  service. 
The  sales  last  season  aggregated  $110,000.  A large 
supply  for  the  winter  trade  is  carefully  looked  after 
and  provided  for.  No  establishment  of  its  kind 
anywhere  in  the  country  is  better  equipped  for  the 
demands  of  business  than  this  one.  It  is  a model 
in  every  respect,  and  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon 
the  judgment  of  the  founder  as  well  as  upon  those 
who  have  followed  in  his  footsteps. 

Mr.  Budlong  had  a unique  personality  and  a 
character  of  rare  strength.  In  many  respects  he 
was  indeed  a wonderful  man.  Throughout  his  life 
he  had  to  contend  with  obstacles,  but  he  always  re- 
garded them  as  bridges  to  be  crossed,  not  as  bar- 
riers in  his  path.  He  was  a man  of  great  industry 
in  the  physical  sense,  and  he  was  also  a tireless 
brain  worker.  His  inventive  genius  found  expres- 
sion in  a number  of  important  devices  for  carry- 
ing on  his  work,  a bag  holder  and  wagon  spring 
being  among  the  many  useful  appliances  he  gave 
to  the  public. 

His  habits  were  most  abstemious,  and  to  them 
he  undoubtedly  owed  his  perfect  health  and  power 
of  endurance.  For  about  ten  years  before  his  death 
he  was  devoted  to  athletic  exercises.  His  fame  as 
a bicyclist  was  national.  He  completely  wore  out 
one  bicycle  each  year.  He  made  trips  to  New 
York  and  Boston.  One  special  trip  to  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  was  accomplished  in  seven  days — seven 
hundred  miles.  It  is  estimated  that  in  ten  years  he 
had  ridden  seventy-five  thousand  miles.  His  time 
may  be  said  to  have  been  spent  mostly  on  a bicycle 
during  that  period.  Not  only  was  he  a great  bi- 
cyclist, but  he  was  also  a marvelous  long  distance 
endurance  skater.  In  the  community  where  he 
lived  so  many  years  he  was  held  in  most  popular  es- 
teem, among  young  and  old,  the  children  loving 
him  and  calling  him  “Uncle  Joe.’’ 

Mr.  Budlong  was  a Republican  in  political  sen- 
timent, but  he  was  not  active  in  party  affairs,  and 
did  not  seek  office,  though  he  served  three  times  as 
school  director.  He  was  a prominent  member  of 


the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  affiliated  with  Provi- 
dence Lodge,  No.  71 1,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Jefferson 
(charter  member)  ; Corinthian  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Apollo  Commander}-,  K.  T. ; and  Oriental  Con- 
sistory. 

On  Feb.  i,  1866,  Mr.  Budlong  married  ]\Iiss 
Teresa  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  William  and  Priscilla  (Timms)  Smith, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  London,  England. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bud- 
long: (i)  Frederick  G.,  the  eldest,  born  in  1868, 
died  when  two  years  old.  (2)  Albert  Henry,  born 
in  1870,  was  married  in  Chicago,  in  1892,  to  Miss 
Bertha  C.  Lehmann,  who  is  of  German  parentage, 
and  they  have  had  two  children — Kenneth  J.,  born 
April  I,  1893,  and  Herbert  J.,  born  Oct.  31,  1894. 
This  family  have  a beautiful  home,  occupying  the 
dwelling  erected  by  Joseph  A.  Budlong  in  1886. 
(3)  Florence  May,  born  in  1874,  is  the  wife  of 
Philip  Schupp,  who  has  been  identified  with  the 
Budlong  business  for  the  past  four  years,  in  the 
selling  and  shipping  department.  She  has  two 
children,  Roswell,  now  (1908)  thirteen  years  old, 
and  Carlie  P.,  now  aged  eight  years. 

CHARLES  WILSON,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
was  born  at  Ashford  (now  Eastford),  Conn.,  Jan. 
II,  1840,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  there.  In  1855  he  came  to  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  for  several  years  clerked  in  Rice  & Hay- 
ward’s baking  establishment,  on  Broad  street,  in  , 
the  meantime  attending  night  school.  He  was  suc- 
cessively employed  by  the  firms  of  Garfield  & Eddy, 
A.  C.  Eddy  and  Eddy  & Studley,  and  for  twenty 
years  was  with  Studley  Brothers,  in  the  rubber  bus- 
iness. During  some  of  these  years  he  had  some  ex- 
perience in  a sanitarium  conducted  by  his  father- 
in-law,  Dr.  Samuel  Stowe,  who  had  been  since 
1836  proprietor  of  the  business  until  his  death, 
from  which  time  until  1883  it  was  carried  on  by  his 
widow. 

Since  the  latter  mentioned  year  the  sanitarium, 
which  is  located  at  No.  14 1 Atwells  avenue.  Prov- 
idence, has  been  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wilson.  He 
makes  a specialty  of  the  treatment  of  rheumatism, 
sciatica,  disorganized  joints,  neuralgia,  paralysis 
and  all  nervous  diseases,  his  method  consisting  of 
medicated  hydraulic  bath  and  massage  treatment, 
aided  by  remedies  of  his  own,  discovered  after 
careful  research.  IMr.  Wilson  belongs  to  the  class 
of  independent  thinkers  to  whom  the  world  owes 
about  all  it  can  boast  of  progress — men  who  are  not 
bound  by  the  prejudice  or  formulas  of  any  conven- 
tional school,  but  who  strike  boldly  out  into  new 
fields  and  carve  their  own  reputation  and  success, 
standing  alone  on  the  merits  of  their  own  genius 
or  achievements,  and  not  upon  the  prestige  of  any 
diploma  or  testimonial  of  an  institution  whose 
methods  they  have  learned  to  imitate.  Mr.  Wilson 
has  occupied  several  positions  of  honor  among  his 
fellow-citizens,  serving  as  a member  of  the  school 
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board  and  chairman  of  city  conventions,  and  lias 
been  a Democratic  candidate  for  the  city  council. 

In  1874  i\Jr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Sally  To- 
bey  Stowe,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Stowe,  and  to 
this  union  there  have  been  born  two  children, 
namely : Florence  Cutler,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1903,  married  (first)  Frank  Shackford,  by  whom 
she  had  one  child,  Marguerite  Wilson,  and  (sec- 
ond) Charles  W.  Jones,  of  Leominster,  iSiass. ; 
Samuel  Fuller  Wilson  married  Claudia  INI.  Towne. 

IRA  WESLEY  WILBOR,  who  has  been  the 
trustworthy  and  efficient  superintendent  of  the 
Newport  City  Asylum  for  a number  of  years,  is 
a native  of  Newport  county,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  active  life  has  been  spent.  He  was  born  in 
Little  Compton,  R.  L,  Sept.  13,  1845,  son  of  Wil- 
liam Frank  and  Mary  Ann  Richardson  (Hildred) 
Wilbor,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of 
Rhode  Island’s  earliest  settled  families,  a record 
of  which  family  is  given  below,  in  chronological 
order. 

(I)  William  Wilbor,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  as 
early  as  1654,  June  loth  of  which  year  he  re- 
ceived a deed  from  Samuel  Wildbore,  Sr.,  of  Taun- 
ton. is  said,  by  one  of  the  family  who  has  written 
of  him  and  his  descendants,  to  be  a son  of  Samuel. 
The  latter  he  makes  of  Boston,  and  as  coming  not 
later  than  1633,  and  being  first  of  record  when  he 
and  his  wife  Ann,  were  admitted  to  the  church 
there  Dec.  i of  that  year.  . His  wife  is  made  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Bradford  of  Doncaster,  in  the 
south  part  of  County  York,  England.  Samuel 
Wilbor  bought  largely  of  land  in  Taunton,  and 
moved  to  that  point  with  his  family.  His  son 
William,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  was  deputy  in 
1678.  His  children  were;  Mary,  John,  Joseph, 
Thomas,  Whlliam,  Martha,  Samuel,  Daniel  and 
Joan. 

( II ) John  Wilbor,  born  in  1658,  married  in 
1682,  Hannah,  and  their  children  of  Little  Compton 
town  birth  were:  John,  born  in  1683;  and  Marv, 
in  1686. 

(III)  John  Wilbor  (2),  born  in  1683,  married 
June  22,  1710,  Sarah  Palmer,  born  Sept.  29,  1689, 
and  their  children  of  Little  Compton  town  record, 
according  to  Arnold,  were;  Mary,  born  April 
13,  1711  ; Elizabeth,  June  i,  1713;  Sarah,  June  22, 
1715;  John,  May  ii,  1717;  Gideon,  June  *8,  1719; 
.Aaron,  Alay  24,  1724;  Constant,  Dec.  26,  1728; 
and  Isaac,  May  6,  1733.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1747. 

(IV)  .Aaron  Wilbor,  born  Alay  24,  1724,  mar- 

ried (first)  Alarch  31,  1748,  Alary  Church,  born 
Jan.  2,  1725.  Their  children  of  Little  Compton 
record,  according  to  Arnold,  were:  Sarah,  born 
Dec.  25,  1748;  Benjamin,  Oct.  22,  1750:  Aaron, 
June  22,  1753:  Francis,  June  4,  1755:  Thomas, 
Sept.  23.  1756;  and  John,  Alay  4,  1762.  The  father 
married  (second)  in  July,  1779,  Ruth,  born  Feb. 
3"  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Hunt. 


One  child,  Ruth,  born  Aug.  17,  1780,  came  to  the 
second  marriage.  The  father  died  in  October, 
1802. 

(V)  Thomas  Wilbor,  born  Sept.  23,  1756, 
married  Dec.  29,  1791,  Airs.  Zilpha  Hunt,  and  their 
children  of  Little  Compton  town  record,  according 
to  Arnold,  were:  Susannah,  born  Sept.  29,  1792; 
James  Hammond,  Jan.  30,  1794;  Elizabeth,  Aug. 
7,  1795;  Zilpa,  Dec.  6,  1796;  Simon,  April  14, 
1798;  William  Frank,  June  22.  1799  ; James  Ham- 
mond (2),  Alay  II,  1800;  Sarah,  Dec.  5,  1801; 
John  Bunyan,  Jan.  26,  1803;  Thomas,  June  2,  1804; 
Angeline,  Oct.  28,  1805;  and  Zilpha,  July  20,  1807. 
The  father  of  these  died  Sept.  13,  1840. 

(VI)  William  Frank  Wilbor,  father  of  Ira 
Wesley,  was  born  June  22,  1799,  and  married  Jan. 
10,  1831,  Alary  Ann  Richardson  Hildred,  who  was 
born  July  30,  1809.  Air.  Wilbor  was  a mason  by 
trade,  an  occujiation  which  he  followed  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life.  He  was  a quiet,  unostentatious 
man,  who  bore  the  respect  of  the  communitv  in 
which  he  resided.  In  political  faith  he  was  first 
an  old-line  Whig,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  joined  forces  with  the  latter  partv. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Alethodist 
Church,  upon  the  .services  of  which  he  was  regular 
in  his  attendance.  Air.  Wilbor  died  in  Little 
Compton,  in  1849,  i*"*  fiftieth  year  of  his  age, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1891,  in  the  eightv- 
third  year  of  her  age.  The  children  born  to  this 
union,  of  Little  Compton  town  record,  were : 
Amanda  Alaria,  born  Jan.  21.  1833,  married  Bur- 
den Alanchester,  and  died  in  Little  Compton. 
William  Francis,  born  Jan.  2,  1836,  was  a carpenter 
and  builder  in  Newport,  where  he  died ; he  married 
(first)  Catherine  Alanchester,  and  (second)  Ruth 
Easterbrooks.  Horatio  Nelson,  born  Oct.  12,  1838, 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  died  in  1906  in 
Boston,  Alass.  Julius  AA’ilson,  born  Alay  ii,  1841, 
died  young.  Alary  Susan,  born  Alarch  20,  1843, 
married  Albert  Gray,  and  died  in  New  Bedford, 
Alass.  Ira  WYsley  is  mentioned  below.  The  eldest 
of  these  children  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Alassa- 
chusetts. 

(VH)  Ira  Wesley  Wilbor  was  born  in  Little 
Compton,  R.  L,  Sept.  13,  1845.  He  received  his 
.schooling  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
which  he  left  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  for,  his 
father  having  died  when  he  was  but  four  years 
old,  he  was  compelled  early  in  life  to  seek  his  own 
livelihood.  After  leaving  school  he  went  to  Boston, 
Alass.,  where  he  became  apprenticed  to  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  and,  after  having  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  chosen  trade,  he  con- 
tinued to  follow’  that  vocation  in  Boston,  being  lo- 
cated in  that  city  for  about  fifteen  years.  In  1876 
Air.  Wilbor  came  to  New’port,  and  became  foreman 
for  his  brother,  William  F.,  who  was  then  engaged 
in  the  building  business,  and  remained  in  that 
ca])acity  for  about  ten  years.  After  leaving  the 
employ  of  his  brother  he  continued  at  his  trade. 
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following  it  until  1893,  during  which  time  he  held 
various  positions.  In  January  of  the  latter  year, 
1893,  Mr.  Wilbor  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Newport  City  Asylum,  a position  he  has 
since  continued  to  fill  most  efficiently,  being  ably 
assisted  in  his  duties  by  his  wife,  who  has  been 
matron  of  that  institution  during  the  same  period. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Wilbor  is  a stalwart  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
although  he  has  never  sought  nor  cared  for  po- 
litical preferment.  He  holds  membership  in  Ocean 
Lodge,  No.  7,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
of  Newport.  He  attends  the  First  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  an  active  mem- 
ber, and  to  which  they  give  their  support.  Mrs. 
Wilbor  served  as  a Sunday-school  teacher  for 
nearly  twenty  years. 

On  Aug.  22,  1870,  Mr.  Wilbor  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Bolton,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Hancock) 
Bolton,  who  both  died  when  Mrs.  Wilbor  was  very 
young,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children,  namely;  (i)  Ira  Wesley,  Jr.,  resides  in 
Newport,  where  he  is  engaged  in  carpentering; 
he  married  Miss  Ella  Berry,  of  Newport,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth.  (2)  William  F.  died 
young.  (3)  Isabelle  Bolton  married  John  V. 
Hammett,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  where  they  reside.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilbor  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a large 
circle  of  friends,  as  well  as  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  community,  in  which  they  have  resided  so 
many  years. 

COMSTOCK.  ( I)  William  Comstock,  doubt- 
less the  ancestor  of  all  the  Comstocks  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Rhode  Island,  is  of  record  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  in  1641.  He  probably  came  at  about  that 
time  from  Watertown,  ]\Iass.,  with  a large  number 
of  colonists  to  Wethersfield,  Windsor  and  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  On  Jan.  25,  1659,  he  deeded 
land  in  New  London,  and  at  a town  meeting  held 
there  Nov.  10,  1650,  voted  to  co-operate  with  John 
Winthrop  in  establishing  a corn  mill  in  New  Lon-, 
don.  It  is  probable  that  William  Comstock,  of 
Wethersfield  and  New'  London,  who  married  for 
his  second  wife  Elizabeth,  had  children  as  follows : 
John,  of  Lyme,  Conn. ; Daniel,  of  New  London 
(now  Montville)  ; Samuel,  of  Providence;  Chris- 
topher, of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  Conn. ; and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Edward  Shipton. 

(II)  Samuel  Comstock,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried Annie,  w'ho  was  living  Feb.  10,  1667.  and  who 
married  for  her  second  husband  John  Smith. 
From  court  records  he  was  undoubtedly  living  in 
Hartford  in  1648,  but  on  March  i,  1654,  he  bought 
a house  and  lot  of  John  Smith,  in  Providence. 
This  property  comprised  four  acres  and  was  near 
the  corner  of  North  Main  and  Abbotts  streets.  His 
children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1654;  and  Daniel, 
born  May  12,  1656. 


(III)  Samuel  Comstock  (2),  son  of  Samuel, 
married  Nov.  22,  1678,  Elizabeth  Arnold,  born  in 
Watertown,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Arnold 
(of  Chesilbourne,  Dorset,  England)  and  Phebe 
Parkhurst.  He  was  a deputy  in  1699,  1702-07-08- 
II,  and  was  appointed  May  6,  1702,  on  a commit- 
tee, by  Assembly  to  audit  the  General  Treasurer's 
account  and  the  Colony  debts.  In  April,  1708,  he 
was  appointed  on  a committee  to  fix  the  rates  of 
grain  and  other  specie  brought  to  the  treasury. 
He  was  called  Captain  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  children  were : Samuel,  Hozadiah,  Thomas, 
Daniel,  Elizabeth,  John,  Ichabod  and  Job. 

(IV)  John  Comstock,  son  of  Samuel  (2),  born 
March  26,  1693,  died  Jan.  12,  1749,  and  was  buried 
in  the  North  Burying  ground.  Providence.  He.  mar- 
ried (first)  Esther  Jenckes,  daughter  of  William 
and  Patience  (Sprague)  Jenckes,  and  (second)  Sa- 
rah Dexter,  born  June  27,  1698,  died  July  8,  1773. 
He  was  a blacksmith  and  resided  in  Providence, 
where  he  was  a large  landholder,  deeding  to  his 
sons  at  various  times  considerable  tracts  of  land. 
His  children  were:  Samuel,  born  in  1715;  Joseph; 
Jeremiah;  John,  Jr.;  Jonathan;  James,  born  in 
1733;  Nathan  and  Ichabod. 

(V)  Samuel  Comstock,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1715,  died  in  1755.  On  Jan.  i,  1737-8,  he  wedded 
Ann  Brown,  born  in  1710,  died  Nov.  6,  1776, 
daughter  of  James  Brown,  granddaughter  of  John, 
and  great-granddaughter  of  Chad.  Samuel  Com- 
stock was  a blacksmith  at  Providence.  He  was 
made  a freeman  of  the  colony  in  1736.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Jesse,  born  in  1740;  Jeremiah,  in  1742; 
Martha,  in  1744  (married  David  Bucklin)  ; Ben- 
jamin in  1747;  Joseph,  in  1749;  Mary  and  Samuel. 

(VI)  Ilenjamin  Comstock,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
IVlarch  7,  1747,  in  Providence,  R.  L,  died  Sept.  30, 
1828,  aged  eighty-one  years,  and  is  buried  with 
many  of  his  descendants  in  the  North  Burying 
Ground.  He  married  Mary  Winsor,  born  April  2, 
1755,  died  Nov.  7,  1825,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Winsor,  of  Glocester,  R.  I.  His  children  were: 
Jesse,  born  in  1777;  Joseph,  Dec.  13,  1778  (died 
Dec.  22,  1778);  Samuel,  Dec.  14,  1778  (died  the 
same  day)  ; Sally  Brown,  in  1780;  Joseph,  in  1783; 
Ann  Brown,  in  1784;  William,  in  1786;  Samuel,  in 
1789;  and  Benjamin,  in  1792. 

(VII)  William  Comstock,  son  of  Benjamin, 
born  Jan.  20,  1786,  in  Providence,  died  Oct.  22, 
1873,  aged  eighty-six  years.  He  married  (first) 
Aug.  28,  1808,  Bethiah,  daughter  of  Major  Jabez 
Gorham,  and  she  died  Sept.  8,  1821.  On  Sept.  19, 
1824,  he  married  (second)  Harriet  Pearson,  born 
Oct.  16,  1803,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1882,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight years,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Judith 
(Thurston)  Pearson,  of  Providence.  His  children 
were:  Catherine  Graham,  born  July  9,  1809,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Comstock,  her  cousin;  William,  born 
March  15,  1812,  died  June  16,  1812;  Eliza,  born 
June  I,  1814,  married  William  Waite  Comstock; 
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]\lary  \\'insor,  born  ^March  28,  1816,  married  Sam- 
uel Almy;  i\lcses  Eddy,  born  July  13,  1818,  died 
Sept.  17,  1818;  and  Julia,  born  Feb.  6,  1821,  died 
Sept.  18,  1821.  The  children  of  iMr.  Comstock’s' 
second  marriage  were : Harriet  Ellen,  born  Dec. 
18,  1825,  died  Feb.  2,  1827;  Harriet,  born  Dec.  18, 
1828,  married  Byron  Sprague;  William,  born  June 
14,  1831,  died  April  22,  1859,  on  the  S.  S.  “Alden” 
in  the  Indian  Ocean,  being  a merchant  in  the  China 
trade ; Richard  Williams ; and  Anna  Louisa,  born 
April  20,  1836,  married  Edward  A.  Balch. 

The  Providence  Journal  of  Oct.  23,  1873,  has 
this  to  say  editorially  of  William  Comstock:  "Our 
readers  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  of  the  death 
of  this  venerable  and  universally  respected  citizen, 
who  died  at  his  residence  yesterday  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  Captain  William  Com- 
stock was  widely  known  in  this  city,  where  his  long 
and  active  life  was  passed,  and  where  he  was  iden- 
tified with  some  of  our  most  important  enterprises 
of  business.  As  long  ago  as  when  the  communica- 
tion between  this  city  and  New  York  was  by  pas- 
senger sloops.  Captain  Comstock  commanded  one 
of  them  and  acquired  that  public  confidence  and  re- 
spect which  accompanied  him  when  the  steam  com- 
munication was  established  and  he  and  Captain 
Bunker  commanded  the  first  boats.  A skilful  and 
careful  navigator,  a rigid  disciplinarian,  an  accom- 
plished gentleman,  and  an  honest  man,  nobody  had 
more  friends  than  Captain  Comstock  and  no  man’s 
claim  to  the  good  will  of  his  fellow  citizens  was 
based  on  a better  foundation.  , Alter  a long  service 
on  the  Sound,  which  brought  him  into  contact  with 
thousands  of  people  and  made  his  name  favorably 
known  to  them  all,  he  retired  from  the  water  and 
took  the  presidency  of  the  ^Merchants’  Insurance 
Company,  which  he  retained  until  within  a few 
years,  and  resigned  on  account  of  his  declining 
years.  He  also  took  the  presidency  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  which  he  had  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  all  these  positions  and  in  many  others.  Captain 
Comstock  enjoyed  the  affection  of  many  friends 
and  the  respect  of  the  whole  community ; and  his 
death,  even  at  this  ripe  age,  brings  sadness  to  many 
hearts  without  the  circle  in  which  the  affliction  is 
deepest.” 

Captain  William  Comstock  was  born  and  reared 
in  North  End.  His  schooling  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  Providence.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  would  often  take  trunks  from  Fox  Point  to 
North  End  for  a shilling.  He  engaged  on  a packet 
running  between  Providence  and  New  York  as 
cabin  boy,  and  he  became  captain  of  the  “Fulton,” 
this  being  probably  his  first  vessel.  He  built  the 
“^Massachusetts,”  a side-wheeler,  and  became  her 
captain,  being  very  proud  of  this  boat,  every  stick 
of  timber  in  her  having  the  Captain’s  initials  “W. 
C.”  He  also  built  the  “Alohegan”  and  the  “Rhode 
Island.”  which  also  ran  between  Providence  and 
New  York,  and  was  captain  of  the  packets  “Juno” 
and  “Venus.”  With  one  of  these  packets  he  ran  the 


British  blockade  between  New  York  and  Provi- 
dence. Captain  Comstock  was  for  many  years 
agent  of  the  New  York  & New  Jersey  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company,  at  Providence.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  old  Franklin  iMarine  Society.  Captain 
Comstock  was  president  of  the  Commercial  Na- 
tional Bank,  located  at  No.  ii  IMarket  Square, 
Providence.  In  politics  he  was  a Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat. 

(VIII)  Richard  Williams  Comstock,  born 
March  6,  1834,  married  Nov.  18,  1874,  Cornelia 
Babcock  Pratt.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Perkins 
Horseshoe  Company,  of  Providence.  His  children 
were:  William  Pratt,  born  Feb.  17,  1877,  married 
April  10,  1901,  Mary  B.  Cooke;  Alice  Louise,  born 
jMay  22,  1879;  Richard  Williams,  born  Dec.  25, 
1880. 

(VII)  Jesse  Comstock,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  April  4,  1777,  in  Providence,  and  died  Dec.  19, 
1821.  He  married  Ann  Weeden,  born  in  1791,  died 
April  4,  1862,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lydia 

\\  eeden.  He  was  captain  of  a packet  running  be- 
tween Providence  and  New  York.  His  children 
were:  Benjamin  Weeden,  born  Dec.  17,  1808. 
married  Catherine  Graham  Comstock ; Joseph 
Jesse;  William  W.,  born  March  29,  1813,  married 
Sarah  E.  Hodges ; Elizabeth  Ann,  born  Jan.  4, 
1815,  married  Charles  O.  Fenner;  and  Jesse,  born 
in  June,  1820,  was  lost  in  the  burning  of  the  “Lex- 
ington,” Jan.  13,  1840. 

(\TII)  Captain  Joseph  Jesse  Comstock,  son 
of  Jesse,  was  born  in  Providence.  Feb.  12,  1811. 
and  died  in  New  York  city,  Aug.  16,  1868.  He 
married  (first)  Ellen  Cowin,  born  Dec.  21,  1815,  in 
Liverpool,  England,  and  died  Eeb.  23,  1837,  in 
Providence.  He  married  (second)  IMaria  S.  Ta- 
'ber,  born  April  21,  1814,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
R.  Taber,  of  Eairhaven,  (Mass.  He  was  the  father 
of  the  following  children : Joseph,  born  Eeb.  7, 
1836,  died  Aug.  22,  1837;  Joseph  Jesse,  who  was 
major  of  the  14th  R.  I.  Heavy  Artillery,  died 
March  14,  1903;  Charles  Cook,  who  was  captain 
of  the  Golden  Gate,  died  at  Panama  in  1873;  Ellen, 
born  in  1842,  married  Lieut.  Commander  J.  N. 
Miller,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1863 ! Adelaide  H. ; 
Emma  Russell  is  deceased;  Frank;  Frederick  Hun- 
ter is  deceased ; Amelia  Townsend ; and  Richard 
Borden,  was  born  Feb.  15,  1854.  Capt.  Joseph  J. 
Comstock,  the  father,  was  a noted  steamship  cap- 
tain for  many  years  in  the  early  service  of  the 
Sound  lines,  commanding  steamers  running  be- 
tween Fall  River  and  New  York,  and  later  con- 
necting with  the  Collins  line  to  Europe,  in  com- 
mand of  the  “Baltic”  and  afterward  of  the  “Adri- 
atic,” which,  at  the  time  she  was  built,  was  the  sec- 
ond largest  steamboat  in  the  world.  Captain  Com- 
stock was  in  command  of  the  “Baltic”  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  when  she  was  employed  in 
the  Government  transport  service,  and  was  present 
at  the  capture  of  Port  Royal,  New  Orleans  and 
Charlestown,  and  other  maritime  strongholds  of 
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the  Confederacy,  and  his  son,  Richard  Borden,  ac- 
companied his  father  on  all  the  “Baltic’s”  expedi- 
tions while  in  the  service  of  the  government. 

(IX)  Richard  Borden  Comstock,  one  of  the 
best  known  lawyers  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  born 
in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Feb.  15,  1854,  son  of  Joseph 
J.  and  Maria  S.  (Taber)  Comstock,  and  a descend- 
ant of  Roger  Williams.  He  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  boarding  schools  at  Ridgefield,  Conn., 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  Lawrenceville,  N.  J.  He  pre- 
pared for  college  at  IMowry  & Goff’s  English  and 
Classical  School  in  Providence,  and  entered  Brown 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876, 
with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  He  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Mowry,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  in  1878,  and  the  United 
States  Courts  in  1881.  Since  1878  he  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Providence  and  since  1892,  has  been  in  partner- 
ship with  Rathbone  Gardner,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Comstock  & Gardner.  Itlr.  Comstock  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Hope  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  1892-93  served  as  a State  senator. 

On  July  19,  1883,  Mr.  Comstock  married  Miss 
Alice  Green,  daughter  of  Professor  Samuel  S. 
Green,  late  of  Brown  University,  and  well-known 
as  the  author  of  Green’s  Grammar.  Three  daugh- 
ters have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock, 
namely;  Marjorie  Stuart,  born  May  4,  1884,  was 
graduated  from  Smith  College  in  1907 ; Louise 
Howard,  born  Sept.  28,  1886,  is  attending  Smith 
College;  and  Alice  May,  born  June  21,  1890,  is  at 
home. 

SPAULDING.  The  Spauldings  of  the  old 
town  of  Smithfield  and  towns  that  have  been 
formed  from  it,  in  more  recent  years  largely  resi- 
dents of  the  towns  of  Lincoln  and  Central  Falls, 
descend  from  the  Massachusetts-Connecticut  fam- 
ily of  the  name,  the  American  ancestor  of  which 
was  Edward  Spaulding  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  a pro- 
prietor and  freeman  there  in  1640,  who  is  said  by 
some  writers  to  have  come  from  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land. He  removed  to  Wenham,  and  later,  in  1655, 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  Chelmsford,  Mass., 
of  which  he  was  a town  officer.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret,  and  she  died  in 
1640.  His  second  wife’s  name  was  Rachel.  Mr. 
Spaulding  died  in  1670.  His  children  were : Grace, 
who  died  in  1640;  Benjamin;  Edward;  John;  Jo- 
siah  and  Dina.  Of  these  Edward  and  Benjamin 
were  born  in  Braintree  before  1644.  It  was  said  in 
an  obituary  notice  of  the  death  of  Joseph  Spaulding 
of  Chelmsford,  who  died  July  30,  1820,  aged  sixty- 
four  years,  that  he  was  a hero  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
was  supposed'  to  have  been  the  man  who  in  that 
battle  killed  Major  Pitcairn. 

Among  the  thirty-seven  freeholders  of  the  town 
of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  in  1702,  were  John,  Joseph, 
Benjamin  and  Edward  Spaulding,  descendants  of 


-Edward  of  Braintree  and  Chelmsford.  Joseph 
Spaulding,  a son  of  Edward,  born  about  1647,  died 
in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  in  1740,  and  his  wife  Mary  or 
Mercy  (Jewell)  died  there  in  1728. 

A number  of  this  Connecticut  branch  of  Spauld- 
ings were  patriots  of  the  Revolution.  Nathaniel 
Spaulding  of  Killingly,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1823, 
aged  eighty  years,  held  a commission  through  the 
Revolution,  participated  in  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  etc. ; and  here  in  Rhode  Island  one  Nathan- 
iel Spaulding  became  a pensioner  for  service  in  the 
Revolution,  Nov.  18,  1833,  being  at  the  time  eighty- 
three  years  of  age ; then  for  several  years  during 
the  Revolution  Capt.  Edward  Spaulding  was  in 
command  of  a Providence  county  company  of  ar- 
tiller}-. 

From  this  Connecticut  branch  of  the  Spauld- 
ings there  came  not  far  from  the  middle  (or  a 
little  earlier)  of  the  eighteenth  century  to  the  town 
of  Smithfield,  one  Joseph  Spaulding,  and  it  is  with 
some  of  his  descendants  that  this  article  is  to  deal  in 
brief. 

Joseph  Spaulding,  the  Smithfield  settler  of  that 
part  of  the  town  which  later  became  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  married  Mehetabel  Allen,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  ^lary  married  Capt.  John  Earl,  of 
Providence;  Sarah  married  Jason  Newell,  of  Cum- 
berland ; Chloe  married  Gideon  Sprague ; Aholiab 
married  (first)  Hopestill,  and  (second)  Anna;  and 
Nathaniel. 

Nathaniel  Spaulding,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
July  15,  1751,  and  married  (first)  Oct.  27,  1774, 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Preserved  Harris,  and  (sec- 
ond) Oct.  25,  1798,  Thankful  Whipple,  of  Cumber- 
land, R.  I.  Nathaniel  Spaulding  was  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  The  only  child  born  to  the  first 
marriage  that  lived  to  maturity  was  Amey,  who 
married  Joseph  Merry,  of  Lincoln,  R.  I.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  the  second  marriage  were : Lydia, 
born  April  6.  1799;  Mary,  born  March  16.  1801; 
married  Martin  Arnold ; NHthaniel,  born  March  18, 
1803,  married  Sarah  Mason;  Thankful,  born  July 
6,  1805,  married  Nicholas  Tuell ; Hannah,  born 
April  15,  1808,  died  unmarried;  William  W.,  born 
May  I,  1810,  married  Miranda  Arnold;  Sarah,  born 
June  9,  1812,  married  Jeremiah  Olney;  John  New- 
ell, born  May  5,  1815.  Of  these  for  some  years 
Hannah  alone  survived,  she  occupying  the  old 
Spaulding  homestead,  where  she  died  in  April, 
1904.  She  was  a real  daughter  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  a member  of  Pawtucket  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

John  Newell  Spaulding,  son  of  Nathaniel, 
the  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  bom  IMay  5.  1815,  in 
what  is  now  Lincoln,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith,  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.  About  1842  he  located  at  Woonsocket, 
where  he  opened  a shop  and  did  a large  business  in 
his  line  of  work,  at  times  employing  several  assist- 
ants. When  the  Providence  & Worcester  railroad 
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was  built  his  establishment  did  a great  part  of  the 
shoeing  of  the  large  number  of  horses  engaged  in 
the  work. 

John  X.  Spaulding  remained  in  business  at 
Woonsocket  for  a number  of  years,  but  after  the 
death  of  his  brother,  William  W.,  in  1850,  he  lo- 
cated on  the  homestead  farm,  then  occupied  by  his 
mother,  and  this  he  successfully  conducted  for  six- 
teen years.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he  re- 
moved to  Woonsocket,  where  he  lived  retired  for 
a number  of  years,  hnally  removing  to  Providence, 
where  his  only  child,  Mrs.  Albert  J.  Smith,  was  re- 
siding. There  he  made  his  home  for  the  rest  of 
his  life  and  died  June  ii,  1881,  being  buried  in 
Swan  Point  cemetery.  i\lr.  Spaulding  was  hrst  a 
Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  during  his  resi- 
dence in  the  old  town  of  Smithfield  was  a member 
of  the  town  council  for  a number  of  years,  also 
serving  as  highway  surveyor.  While  serving  in 
the  latter  capacity  he  assisted  in  laying  out  that 
section  now  known  as  Pleasant  ^'hew  at  Paw- 
tucket. John  N.  Spaulding  was  a successful  man, 
and  possessed  business  qualifications  of  a high  or- 
der. His  advice  was  frequently  sought  in  business 
matters,  and  he  was  a man  of  high  honor  and  integ- 
rity, enjoying  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  a man  of  pleasing  manner  and 
address,  a most  loving  husband  and  kind  and  indul- 
gent father.  He  was  not  a member  of  any  relig- 
ious body,  but  lived  an  upright,  Christian  life. 

John  Newell  Spaulding  married  Sarah  C.  A^ose. 
a native  of  Aliddleboro,  Alass.,  daughter  of  Seth 
and  Eliza  (.Shaw)  \^ose,  and  she  survived  her  hus- 
band until  April  29,  1887,  dying  in  Providence  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Spauld- 
ing had  one  daughter,  Alary  Frances,  born  in 
Woonsocket,  who  married  June  26,  1873,  in  her 
native  place,  Albert  John  Smith. 

-Albert  John  Smith  was  born  in  September, 
1847.  ”1  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  was  quite  young 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Roxbury,  Alass.,  and 
they  soon  afterward  removed  to  North  -Attleboro. 
Mass.  The  eldest  child  of  his  parents’  family, 
young  Smith  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  apprenticed  to  Smith  & 
Ginnodo  to  learn  the  jeweler’s  trade.  He  remained 
with  this  firm  for  several  years,  and  after  com- 
])leting  his  trade,  in  1847  formed  a partnership 
with  Harvey  Huestis  and  Herbert  G.  Mackinney, 
coming  to  Providence,  where  they  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  manufacturing  jewelers,  their  location  be- 
ing No.  34  Potter  street.  The  firm  of  Smith  & 
Huestis  was  a success  from  the  start,  and  three 
months  after  its  inception  was  forced  to  find  larger 
quarters,  subsequently  moving  to  the  shop  and 
purchasing  part  of  the  tools  of  Chace  & Cutler,  who 
had  failed.  Six  months  later  they  removed  to  the 
Hope  iron  foundry  building,  where  they  continued 
until  the  completion  of  the  Fitzgerald  building. 
They  remained  at  the  latter  place  until  1887,  when 


the}-  removed  to  the  upper  floor  of  No.  53  Clifford 
street.  In  July,  1877,  Mr.  Huestis  withdrew  from 
the  firm  to  form  a partnership  with  Air.  Hutchin- 
son, and  he  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Fry,  the  firm 
becoming  A.  J.  Smith  & Co.  In  July,  1878,  Air. 
Fry  withdrew,  and  on  the  eighth  of  that  month 
Dutee  Wilcox  became  associated  with  Mr.  Smith, 
the  firm  style  still  being  A.  J.  Smith  & Co.  In  1880 
they  removed  to  No.  54  Page  street,  and  in  1882  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  Alackinney,  Smith  & 
Co.  Up  to  July  I,  1885,  the  house  sold  to  the  job- 
bing trade,  but  after  that  catered  only  to  the  retail 
trade.  On  Feb.  i,  1886,  the  co-partnership  was 
dissolved  by  the  withdrawal  of  Air.  Wilcox,  and 
on  Jan.  i,  1890,  the  firm  was  discontinued.  Air. 
Smith  and  Air.  Alackinney  winding  up  the  business 
of  the  firm  in  that  year.  Air.  Smith  soon  after 
began  to  sufifer  a decline  in  health,  and  while  on  a 
trip  in  search  of  relief,  and  while  apparently  de- 
riving much  benefit  from  the  change  in  climate, 
his  death  occurred  quite  suddenly,  Alarch  ii,  1891, 
at  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  and  his  remains  were 
brought  to  Providence  and  interred  at  Swan  Point. 

Air.  Smith  was  made  a Alaster  Alason  at  North 
Attleboro,  becoming  a member  of  Bristol  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  that  place.  In  Provi- 
dence he  affiliated  with  Calvary  Commandery.  Air. 
Smith  was  a successful  business  man,  a kind  hus- 
band and  father,  and  a considerate  employer.  An 
obituary  published  at  the  time  of  his  death  said  in 
j)art : “CAf  him  naught  but  words  of  praise  can  be 
said.  All  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  were 
most  honorable,  and  those  who  knew  him  will  al- 
ways have  pleasant  memories  of  him.” 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Air.  and 
Airs.  Smith:  (i)  Charles  Earle,  born  Feb.  19, 
1876,  graduated  from  the  Classical  high  school  and 
the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College,  and  is 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  W.  H.  Coe 
Alanufacturing  Company,  Providence.  He  mar- 
ried Emma  Linderman,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Roby  Alirribel,  born  Dec.  14,  1901  ; and 
Earle  Spaulding,  born  June  26,  1906.  (2)  Isabel 

Spaulding,  born  June  17,  1881,  married  Harry  E. 
Hollingsworth,  a civil  engineer,  of  Boston,  and  re- 
sides in  Brooklyn.  (3)  Harold  Eugene,  born  May 
II,  1883,  is  in  the  Phiited  States  cavalry  service. 
Airs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Pawtucket  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  -American  Revolution,  being 
granddaughter  of  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  Na- 
thaniel Spaulding,  and  her  son.  Charles  Earle,  is 
connected  with  the  Sons  of  the  .American  Revolu- 
tion. 

JA.SON  OLNEA".  The  late  Jason  Olney,  of 
1 Uirrillville,  one  of  that  town's  venerable  and  most 
highly  res])ected  and  substantial  citizens,  was  a 
descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Rev. 
Thomas  Olney,  who  settled  at  Providence  with 
Roger  Williams.  From  Thomas  Olney  the  lineage 
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of  Jason  Olney  is  traced  down  through  Epenetus, 
son  of  Thomas,  Epenetus  (2),  Joseph,  John  (a 
Revolutionary  soldier)  and  George. 

George  Olney  was  born  Jan.  4,  1781,  and  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  residing  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  present  town  of  Burrillville.  He  died 
May  18,  1810,  in  his  thirtieth  year,  and  his  remains 
were  first  buried  on  his  farm,  but  in  later  years 
were  removed  by  his  son,  Jason,  to  a private  yard 
on  the  latter’s  farm.  George  Olney  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Simeon  Smith,  of  Burrillville,  and  she 
survived  her  husband  many  years  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son  Jason.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children  : Mary,  born  March  30,  1807,  mar- 
ried Duty  Phetteplace,  and  resided  in  Smithfield, 
later  removing  to  Woonsocket,  and  there  died ; 
Jason,  born  March  18,  1809. 

Jason  Olney  was  horn  in  Burrillville,  and  as 
he  was  an  infant  little  more  than  a year  old  when 
his  father  died,  his  mother  went  to  live  with  her 
father,  Simeon  Smith,  and  in  that  household  he 
grew  to  manhood.  His  boyhood  was  not  unlike  the 
average  thrifty  farmers’  sons  of  those  times,  he  be- 
ing put  to  work  and  early  taught  lessons  of  toil  and 
thrift.  He  attended  the  district  school  a few 
months  each  year  in  winter,  the  summer  seasons 
being  spent  in  hard  work  on  the  farm.  He  re- 
mained on  the  farm  with  his  maternal  grand- 
father assisting  him,  and  from  him  receiving  much 
practical  business  training  and  advice  which  was 
of  great  value  to  him  in  the  transacting  of  his  own 
affairs  in  later  years.  After  the  death  of  his  grand- 
parent who  was  a large  land  holder,  Jason  Olney 
inherited  a farm  which  was  his  home  the  rest  of  his 
life.  He  erected  several  of  the  buildings,  improved 
the  land,  and  in  time  took  rank  among -the  foremost 
farmers  of  the  town.  In  addition  to  his  farming 
operations  he  dealt  in  cattle  with  much  success. 
Mr.  Olney  continued  active  in  the  management 
of  his'  farm  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  after 
which  he  made  his  home  with  his  daughters,  jMrs. 
Joslin  and  Mrs.  Sweet,  on  Sweet’s  Hill,  and  there 
his  death  occurred  Dec.  15,  1891,  in  the  eighty-third 
year  of  his  age,  and  he  was  buried  beside  his  wife 
in  the  private  yard  on  his  farm.  This  property 
was  later  sold  to  a relative,  Daniel  A.  Smith. 

Mr.  Olney  was  married  in  1830  to  Rachel  Taft 
Bellows,  born  in  North  Providence,  Jan.  10,  1807, 
daughter  of  William  and  Martha  (Mowry)  Bel- 
lows. Mrs.  Olney  died  May  20.  1886.  Three  chil- 
dren were  horn  to  them  as  follows : Caroline  H. 
is  the  widow  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Joslin;  Lydia  S.  is 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Sweet  ; and  Amanda  M.  is  the 
widow  of  Henry  S.  Nichols.  These  ladies  all  re- 
side on  Sweet’s  Hill.  Burrillville. 

In  his  political  faith  Jason  Olney  was  a life- 
long Democrat.  While  he  never  cared  for  political 
preferment,  he  was  the  type  of  man  eminently  fitted 
for  public  duties,  and  was  chosen  to  represent  the 
town  in  the  State  Senate  one  term,  served  several 
88 


years  as  a member  of  the  town  council,  member  of 
the  school  committee  and  in  other  minor  town 
offices.  He  was  a man  of  uncommon  good  busi- 
ness judgment,  and  his  advice  was  frequently 
sought  in  business  matters.  In  all  his  dealings  he 
maintained  a reputation  for  straightforwardness 
and  the  highe.st  integrity.  He  was  a kind  husband, 
father  and  neighbor,  and  a valued  citizen,  faith- 
ful in  every  relation  of  life.  He  was  the  last  of  his 
line  to  bear  the  name,  and  he  was  in  every  way 
a worthy  representative  of  the  old  and  honorable 
family  to  which  he  belonged.  In  his  business  af- 
fairs he  was  successful,  and  he  left  not  only  a large 
estate,  but  the  priceless  heritage  of  a name  un- 
sullied. 

^ GOULD.  The  Goulds  of  Rhode  Island  spring 
from  one  of  its  first  families,  the  progenitor  com- 
ing to  the  Island  as  early  as  1637;  and  beyond  the 
sea  their  lineage  is  traced  back  through  five  gen- 
erations. Covering  the  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  and  more  years  of  the  family’s  life  here,  gen- 
eration after  generation  has  given  ample  evidence 
of  substantial  manhood  and  womanliood  and  use- 
ful citizenship.  The  family  has  continued  largely 
to  be  identified  with  southern  Rhode  Island,  where 
it  has  played  well  its  part  toward  the  State’s  pres- 
ent high  position.  One  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion representative  of  this  family  is  William  G. 
Gould,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
as  well  as  successful  business  men  of  his  sectioii  of 
the  state,  for  years  a merchant  at  Peace  Dale  as 
proprietor  of  the  Peace  Dale  store. 

(I)  Jeremiah  Gould  came  to  New  England  in 

1637,  perhaps  tarried  a short  time  with  a 
brother  at  Weymouth,  Mass.  He  was  admitted  an 
inhabitant  of  Newport,  R.  L,  after  the  ist  of  May, 

1638,  and  was  made  a freeman  in  1641.  He  later 
returned  to  England,  and  while  there  died.  He 
was  from  Rovington,  County  of  Hertford,  Eng- 
land, a son  of  Richard,  who  was  descended  from 
Thomas  Gould  through  Richard,  Thomas  and  Rich- 
ard Gould.  Jeremiah  Gould  married  Priscilla  Gro- 
ver, and  their  children  were ; Mary,  Thomas, 
John,  a daughter  and  Daniel.  Priscilla,  the  mother 
of  these  children,  died  here  and  was  buried  on  the 
farm  of  her  son  John,  in  what  is  now  Middletown, 
Rhode  Island. 

(II)  Daniel  Gould,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Pris- 
cilla, it  is  said  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  New  England  with  his  parents.  He  mar- 
ried Dec.  18,  1651,  Wait,  born  Sept,  ii,  1636, 
daughter  of  John  Coggeshall,  with  whom  he  lived 
in  much  love  to  an  advanced  age.  He  settled  in 
that  part  of  Newport  which  became  Middletown, 
R.  L,  and  on  that  part  of  the  farm  which  up  to  a 
generation  ago  was  in  the  possession  of  his  de- 
scendants, Samuel  and  John  Gould.  He  early 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  later  became  a 
minister  and  traveled  some  in  the  work  of  that  so- 
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ciety.  He  was  deputy  in  1672-73 : assistant  in 
1673-74-75.  He  is  judged  to  have  been  a man  of 
ready  wit,  deep  penetration  and  sound  judgment. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Newport  iNlarch  26,  1716. 
and  his  widow  Wait  ])assed  away  iMay  9,  1718. 
Their  children  were:  iMary,  born  Harch  2,  1653; 
Thomas,  born  in  1654:  Daniel,  Oct.  24,  1656; 

John,  iMay  4,  1659  ; Priscilla,  June  20,  1661;  Jere- 
miah. Ha}-  5.  1664;  James,  Oct.  13,  1666;  Jeremiah 
(2).  Feb.  2,  1669;  Content,  Aug.  28,  1671;  and 
Wait,  i\Iay  8,  1676. 

(III)  Daniel  Gould  (2),  son  of  Daniel  and 
Wait,  born  Oct.  24,  1656,  married  Wary,  born  Jan. 
II,  1661,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Content  (Greena- 
man)  Clarke.  Wr.  Gould  was  settled  by  his  uncle, 
Thomas  Gould,  who  had  no  children,  on  the  latter’s 
estate  at  Ouidnesett  Neck,  in  the  Xarragansett 
country  (Kingstown),  R.  I.  His  children  were; 
iMary,  born  ]\Iarch  22,  1681  ; Jeremiah,  April  22, 
1683;  Daniel,  Dec.  22,  1686;  and  Thomas,  March 
23.  1693. 

(HI)  Thomas  Gould,  son  of  Daniel  and  Wait, 
born  22d,  2d  mo.,  1654,  married  13th  of  ist  mo., 
1690,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Joanna 
IMott,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  On  the  death  of  his 
father  Air.  Gould  inherited  all  the  homestead  es- 
tate, containing  between  two  hundred  and  three 
hundred  acres  of  good  land,  well  watered,  and  at 
that  time  sufficiently  wooded,  etc.  Air.  Gould  lived 
to  advanced  years,  beloved  by  his  family,  and  re- 
spected not  only  by  his  neighbors,  but  by  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance.  He  diecl'  nth  of  3rd  mo.,  1734) 
aged  eighty  years.  His  wife  was  a woman  of  fine 
understanding,  endowed  with  every  quality  requsite 
in  a good  wife.  She  died  22d  of  ist  mo.,i749> 
aged  seventy-eight  years.  Their  children  were : 
Priscilla,  horn  Dec.  3,  1692;  Nancy,  Oct.  13,  1694; 
Daniel,  Dec.  18,  1696:  Thomas,  Oct.  i,  1698:  Jo- 
anna, Aug.  24,  1700;  Jacob,  Sept.  21,  1701;  Eliza- 
beth, Alarch  4,  1707;  John,  Dec.  15,  1708;  and 
James,  Alay  5,  1711. 

(I\')  Daniel  Gould,  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth, born  Dec.  18,  1696,  married  in  1717  Alary, 
■daughter  of  Capt.  John  Browne,  of  Swansea, 
though  she  then  resided  in  Newport.  R.  I.  After 
the  birth  of  their  first  child  they  went  to  live  with 
Air.  Gould's  father,  after  whose  death  they  received 
by  bequest  the  greater  part  of  the  farm.  He  spent 
much  time  in  settling  clifferences,  as  an  arbitrator. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of 
Newport,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  which  trust 
he  gave  satisfaction.  He  died  Nov.  23.  1756,  in  the 
sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  His  children  were;  Abi- 
gail, born  Sept.  19,  1720;  Priscilla,  June  15,  1722; 
Daniel,  Nov.  20,  1723;  Alary,  Nov.  i,  1726;  Jere- 
miah. Sept.  I,  1728;  Thomas,  Alay  25.  1730:  Anne,— 
Alarch  29,  1733;  Wait,  Nov.  3,  1735:  and  Bath- 
sheba,  Alay  28,  1738. 

(IV)  Thomas  Gould  (2),  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  i,  1698,  in  Newport,  R.  I., 


married  Oct.  17,  1723,  Sarah",  daughter  of  John 
and  Susan  Anthony,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Air. 
Gould  was  settled  by  his  father  on  the  northerly 
part  of  the  paternal  estate,  which  comprised  up- 
ward of  100  acres  of  excellent  land.  He  became 
useful  both  in  church  and  state.  He  was  for  years 
clerk  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
died  June  13,  1786,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  and  was  buried  in  the  burying-ground  on  his 
farm.  His  widow  continued  to  live  after  his  death 
in  the  family  of  her  son,  John.  She  was  a woman 
of  uncommon  strength  of  mind,  and  energy  and 
resolution  characterized  her  whole  life.  She  died 
Feb.  20,  1780,  in  the  loist  year  of  her  age.  The 
children  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Gould  were ; Eliza- 
beth, born  July  17,  1724;  Thomas,  Alay  ii,  1728; 
and  John,  Aug.  29,  1736. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Gould,  son  of  Daniel  and  Alary, 
born  April  22,  1683,  married  Elizabeth  Ward.  He 
inherited  the  landed  estate  of  his  father  and  from 
all  accounts  became  a very  wealthy  citizen.  He 
was  chosen  to  various  public  positions  of  honor  and 
trust  and  “was  well  accounted  for  in  the  world  as 
an  officer,  statesman,  and,  as  well,  neighbor.”  His 
children  were ; Daniel,  Sarah,  Alary,  Catherine, 
Elizabeth.  Wait,  Ruth  and  Hannah. 

(V)  John  Gould,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah, 

born  Aug.  29,  1736,  married  Oct.  15,  1761,  Sarah 
Coggeshall,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
Coggeshall,  of  Newport.  Air.  Gould  was  a gentle- 
man of  both  address  and  appearance,  remarkable 
for  the  urbanity  of  his  manners  and  his  genuine 
hospitality.  He  made  himself  master  of  the  French, 
Greek  and  Hebrew  languages,  besides  acquiring  a 
partial  knowledge  of  several  others.  For  many 
years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
as  a person  of  sound  judgment  was  often  consulted 
on  important  matters  by  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
and  was  highly  respected  bv  all.  He  was  once 
nominated  as  candidate  for  judge,  but  to  the  dis- 
appointment of  many  of  his  friends  declined.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution  Air.  Gould,  with 
many  others,  was  subjected  to  serious  losses  in 
every  way.  His  wife  was  possessed  of  remarkable 
firmness  and  presence  of  mind,  together  with  an 
indomitable  courage  that  sustained  her  at  this  time 
through  many  trials.  Air.  Gould  died  Sept.  2,  1811, 
aged  seventy-five  years.  He  was  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mrs.  Gould  passed 
away  Dec.  3,  1816,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of 
her  age.  Their  children,  all  born  in  Aliddletown, 
were;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  5,  1762;  Susanna, 
July  23,  1764;  Mary,  Oct.  24,  1765;  Thomas, 

March  20,  1767;  Hannah.  Oct.  29,  1768;  John  and 
Sarah,  Aug.  29,  1770;  Walter,  Aug.  20,  1771; 
James,  July  6,  1774;  Sarah,  July  5,  1779;  Rebecca. 
Nov.  12,  1781. 

(V)  Daniel  Gould,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Eliza- 
beth, married  Alary  Fry,  and  their  children  were 
Thomas  and  Mary. 

(V)  Thomas  Gould,  son  of  Daniel  and  Alary, 
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born  May  25,  1730,  married  Alice,  daughter  of 
James  Chase,  of  Portsmouth,  and  at  the  request  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters  settled  at  the  old  home- 
stead, given  to  his  brother  Daniel  (there  being  no 
development  on  his  part  of  the  farm),  where  he  re- 
mained for  several  years,  when,  having  erected  a 
comfortable  house  on  his  share,  he  with  his  family 
removed  there.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Gould  engaged  as 
a mechanic  and  farmer,  in  which  lines  he 
wrought  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death. 
His  children  were:  Daniel,  Thomas,  William,  Abi- 
gail, Jeremiah,  James,  Mary,  Anne,  Eliza  and 
Alice. 

(VI)  William  Gould,  son  of  Thomas  and  Alice, 
lived  at  Tower  Hill,  Narragansett,  where  he  kept  a 
store.  He  married  Susan  Carpenter,  and  their 
children  were : Nancy,  Susan,  William,  Ann, 
Caroline  E.,  Thomas  J.  and  George  A. 

(VI)  Thomas  Gould,  son  of  Daniel,  inherited 
the  Quidnesett  estate. 

(\T)  Mary  Gould,  daughter  of  Daniel,  married 
an  Allen. 

(\T)  Thomas  Gould,  son  of  John  and  Sarah, 
born  March  20,  1767,  married  Anne  Slocum.  He 
inherited  a large  portion  of  his  father’s  estate,  and 
on  the  latter’s  death  took  possession  of  the  home- 
stead farm,  and  lived  there  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  death  occurred  June  18,  1850,  when  he 
was  over  eighty  years  of  age.  His  widow  lived 
many  years  after  in  the  old  home  in  the  family  of 
her  son,  John.  She  was  a faithful  wife  and  mother 
and  lived  to  a good  old  age.  Their  children  were : 
Charles,  Samuel,  Sarah  Ann,y  Susan  Henrietta, 
Catherine,  John,  James  Coggeshall  and  Robert. 

(VII)  Samuel  Gould,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Anne,  of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  John  Barker,  of  Middletown.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  he  built  a house  on  his  portion  of  his 
father’s  farm,  and  moved  there.  He  was  a man 
of  intelligence  and  for  several  years  represented 
his  town  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 
His  children  were:  Sarah  D.,  born  May  i,  1828; 
Charles.  May  28,  1829;  and  John,  Jan.  8,  1831. 

(VH)  John  Gould,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne, 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  Mumford  Peckham,  of 
Newport,  and  resided  with  his  parents.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Joseph  John,  born  May  16.  1840; 

Kate  Frances,'  Sept.  18,  1842 ; Robert,  Jan.  26, 
1845:  William  Parker,  Feb.  28,  1847;  and  xVnn 
Elizabeth,  May  28,  1854. 

(VH)  James  C.  Gould,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Anne,  married  Maria,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Lit- 
tlefield, -of  Newport.  In  early  life  and  some  years 
after  he  married  he  made  several  voyages  at  sea. 
After  he  relinquished  a seafaring  life  he  settled  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  Mr.  Gould  died  March  30,  1867. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  children  as  follows : 
George  M.  L.,  born  Feb.  16,  1844;  Thomas  James, 
May  23,  1849;  Mary  Briggs,  Oct.  31,  1862. 

(VH)  William  Gould,  son  of  William,  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Caswell,  daughter  of  Gardner  T. 


Caswell,  and  died  in  1855.  She  married  (second) 
Giles  P.  Arnold,  and  died  in  1881.  William  Gould 
spent  his  boyhood  days  on  Tower  Hill,  and  en- 
gaged in  later  years  in  boating  and  boat-building. 
His  children  were : William  Gardner  and  Henry 
Albert. 

(\TI)  Thomas  J.  Gould,  son  of  William,  born 
in  1826,  died  July  31,  1890,  aged  sixty-three  years, 

ten  months,  ten  days;  his  wife,  Sarah  (H ), 

died  Sept,  ii,  1896,  aged  seventy-one  years,  two 
months,  twenty-three  days.  Their  children  were, 
according  to  church  record : Idella  J.  and  Mary 
N.,  born  April  10,  1869;  A.  Gardiner,  Feb.  23, 
1873;  Sarah  Ann,  Sept.  4,  187 — ;'and  Sarah  L., 
March  26,  1876. 

(VIII)  William  G.  Gould,  son  of  William, 
was  born  Aug.  29,  1851,  in  South  Kingstown,  R. 
I.  At  the  age  of  five  years  he  came  to  Peace  Dale 
to  live  with  his  grandmother  Caswell,  and  there  he 
passed  his  school  days.  While  yet  in  his  teens,  in 
1867,  he  became  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  grocery 
store  of  John  C.  Hazard,  a merchant  of  that  place. 
Subsequently  he  served  in  the  same  capacity  in  the 
stores  of  James  D.  Caswell,  at  Narragansett  Pier, 
and  Thomas  F.  Holland,  at  Peace  Dale.  On  Jan. 
I,  1882,  associated  with  Thomas  R.  Connor,  Mr. 
Gould  established  at  Peace  Dale  his  present  busi- 
ness, which  for  three  years  following  was  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Gould  & Connor, 
when  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  From  that 
time  until  his  retirement,  June  30,  1906,  Mr.  Gould 
carried  on  the  business  alone,  and  under  the  name 
of  the  Peace  Dale  Store.  In  addition  to  a general 
line  of  goods,  including  groceries  and  dry  goods, 
Mr.  Gould  established  a special  department,  which 
occupies  one  floor  of  the  building  and  is  devoted  to 
the  handling  of  the  goods  made  by  the  Peace  Dale 
Manufacturing  Company,  whose  mill  is  nearby. 
To  the  goods  of  this  company  Mr.  Gould  gave  espe- 
cial attention  for  some  fifteen  years,  during  which 
period,  through  his  superior  methods  of  advertis- 
ing and  bringing  them  to  the  notice  of  the  people 
of  the  country,  he  developed  an  extensive  mail  or- 
der business.  No  superior  goods  in  their  line  are 
made  by  any  concern  in  the  United  States,  a fact 
which  Air.  Gould  long  since  impressed  upon  his 
customers,  which  accounts  for  their  extensive 
sale. 

Mr.  Gould’s  activity,  enterprise  and  public 
spirit,  the  interest  he  has  constantly  had  from  boy- 
hood in  seeing  his  native  town  keep  abreast  of  the 
times,  was  recognized  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  who 
have  several  times  called  him  to  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility, trust  and  honor.  He  has  a number  of 
times  been  elected  a member  of  the  town  council 
and  repeatedly  presided  over  that  body,  in  1906 
serving  his  sixth  term  as  president  of  the  council. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  committee  on 
electric  light  and  water,  is  president  of  the 
Health  League,  served  as  postmaster  for  eight 
years,  and  as  assistant  for  several  years.  He  is  a 
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Democrat  in  politics.  He  has  passed  through  the 
chairs  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  Further,  he  is  a director 
of  the  Wakefield  Trust  Company,  the  Wakefield 
hlanufacturing  Company  and  the  Wakefield  Land 
& Investment  Company. 

At  Peace  Dale,  R.  L,  William  G.  Gould  mar- 
ried ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Arnold  Anthony,  daughter  of 
James  E.  Anthony,  of  Point  Judith,  Rhode  Island. 

(IX)  \\'illiam  James  Gould,  son  of  William  G. 
and  Elizabeth  A.  (Anthony)  Gould,  was  born  at 
Point  Judith,  R.  I.,  April  6,  1879. 
received  into  partnership  by  his  father  under  the 
firm  name  of  William  G.  Gould  & Son.  He  mar- 
ried Hattie  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  Arnold  Clarke, 
of  Wakefield,  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  William  G.  Gould’s  ancestry  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

(I)  James  Anthony,  born  Jan.  6,  1763,  died 
Sept.  27,  1826.  On  Dec.  23,  1790,  he  married 
IMary  Mumford,  who  was  born  Sept.  13,  17675 
whose  death  occurred  April  18,  1844.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Peleg  Coggeshall,  born  Dec.  22,  1791, 
married  Abby  G.  Tillinghast,  and  died  Jan.  13, 
1882;  Sally  Remington,  born  Jan.  24,  I795i  i^ar- 
ried  John  Ennis,  and  died  Dec.  ii,  1875;  James 
William  was  born  Sept.  23,  1798;  Mary  Mumford, 
born  Jan.  4,  1803,  married  William  G.  Carpenter, 
and  died  Nov.  10,  1859;  Alice  A.,  born  Dec.  5, 
1805,  married  William  G.  Carpenter  as  his  second 
wife. 

(II)  James  William  Anthony,  born  Sept.  23, 
1798,  in  the  town  of  South  Kingstown,  Washing- 
ton Co.,  R.  I.,  died  Oct.  4,  1887.  On  Feb.  13, 
1823,  he  married  Hannah  Kenyon,  who  was  born 
Sept.  2,  1799,  and  died  March  4,  1885.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Green  Kenyon  (born  Jan.  13, 
1763)  and  Hannah  (Armstrong)  Kenyon  (born 
April  19,  1775).  The  children  of  this  union  were 
George  N.,  Mary  M.,  James  G.  and  James  E. 

(III)  George  Nelson  Anthony,  son  of  James 
W.  and  Hannah,  born  Nov.  17,  1823,  died  in  1886. 
He  married  (first)  Abby  Stuart,  who  died  March 
14,  1876,  and  (second)  Emily  Herrick  Poole,  who 
died  Jan.  28,  1883. 

(Ill)  Mary  Mumford  Anthony,  daughter  of 
James  W.  and  Hannah,  was  born  July  31,  1829,  and 
died  July  24,  1832. 

(Ill)  James  (jreen  Anthony,  son  of  James  W. 
and  Hannah,  born  June  10,  1833,  died  Sept.  3, 
1834. 

(Ill)  James  E.  Anthony,  son  of  James  W.  and 
Hannah,  was  born  Sept.  16,  1835,  at  Kingstown 
Hill,  R.  I.,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood  days.  In 
his  early  manhood  he  was  a merchant  at  that  place. 
From  the  spring  of  1857  to  1890  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  farming,  at  Point  Judith,  R.  I.,  and  in 
1897  sold  his  homestead  to  a Mr.  Kinney  and  (Dec. 
6)  located  at  Wakefield.  Mr.  Anthony  is  impos- 
ing in  appearance,  being  fully*  six  feet  in  height. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Kenyon,  Sept. 


1856,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
Elizabeth  A.  and  Mary. 

(IV)  Elizabeth  Arnold  Anthony,  daughter  of 
James  and  iMary,  was  born  March  10,  1859,  and 
May  20,  1878,  married  William  G.  Gould.  One 
child,  William  James,  was  born  to  this  union,  April 
6,  1879. 

(IV)  Mary  Anthony,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary,  born  Aug.  9,  1871,  died  Sept.  3,  1871. 

(IV)  Francis  Wayland  Anthony,  M.  D.,  of 
Bradford,  Mass.,  was  born  Aug.  25,  1858,  son  of 
George  Xh  Anthony.  He  practices  his  profession 
in  Bradford,  Mass.  He  married  Alice  Safford, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Charles'and  Frederick. 

(IV)  ]\Iary  Stuart  Anthony,  daughter  of 
George  N.  Anthony,  was  born  Aug.  19,  1861. 

(IV ) Bessie  Robbins  Anthony,  daughter  of 
George  N^.  Anthony,  was  born  Alarch  17,  1868, 
and  died  April  26,  1869. 

Green  Kenyon,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
James  E.  Anthony,  was  born  Jan.  13,  1763,  and 
died  July  18,  1831.  He  was  married  Sept.  30,  1787, 
(first)  to  Sarah  Armstrong,  who  was  born  May  27, 
1771,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1792,  and  (second)  Sept. 
29,  1792,  to  Hannah  Armstrong.  To  the  second 
marriage  came  a family  of  twelve  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Nathaniel  A.,  born  Nov.  10,  1793;  Sarah, 
March  10,  1796;  Green,  Oct.  15,  1797;  Hannah, 
Sept.  2,  1799;  Clarissa,  Aug.  13,  1801;  Matilda, 
Dec.  25,  1803  ; James  T.,  April  9,  1805  ; Lucinda, 
Dec.  9,  1807;  Thomas  A.,  April  20,  1810;  Ann, 
April  15,  1812;  George  W.,  Nov.  20,  1814;  and 
Nathan,  March  10,  1818. 

JOHN  MASON,  one  of  Newport’s  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men  in  the  contracting 
and  building  line,  is  also  a universally  esteemed 
resident  of  that  city.  He  was  born  at  Greenock, 
Scotland,  March  14,  1840,  son  of  John  and  Jean 
(Blackwood)  Mason. 

Mr.  Mason  comes  of  a sturdy  Scotch  family, 
and  in  tracing  his  ancestry  we  find  that  his 
great-great-grandfather,  James  Mason,  was  a 
farmer  in  Edinkillie,  Scotland,  and  that  he  married 
Ann  Leitch. 

Hugh  Mason,  son  of  James  and  Ann  Mason, 
was  also  a farmer  of  Edinkillie,  and  he  married 
Helen  Graham,  of  Duchrie  Castle,  Scotland. 

James  Mason,  son  of  Hugh  and  Helen  Mason, 
was  a builder  and  carpenter,  at  Hilton,  Scotland, 
and  he  married  Elizabeth  Barclay.  Not  only  all 
loyal  Scots,  but  lovers  of  romance  and  literature 
everywhere,  have  read  the  absorbing  story  of  the 
carrying  off  of  the  bride  in  the  tale  of  “Rob  Roy,’’ 
and  in  Elizabeth  Smith,  mother  of  Elizabeth  Bar- 
clay, it  had  its  prototype.  The  children  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Mason  were : James,  John,  Archi- 
bald, Ellen,  Margaret,  Elizabeth  and  Jean.  James 
Mason  lost  his  property  in  t8i2  on  account  of  the 
sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  lumber. 
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John  Mason,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Ma- 
son, died  in  Scotland,  aged  sixty-five  years.  By 
trade  he  was  a stonemason  and  for  many  years 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  building 
inspector  at  Greenock.  He  was  a man  of  ample 
fortune  and  local  prominence.  He  married  jean 
Blackwood,  who  died  in  Scotland,  aged  sixty-four 
years,  daughter  of  Andrew  Blackwood,  who  was 
a master  of  vessels  sailing  from  Greenock.  While 
on  a return  voyage  from  Buenos  Ayres  his  vessel 
was  captured  by  a French  privateer.  In  turn  Capt. 
Andrew  Blackwood  arid  his  crew  overpowered 
their  captors  and  recaptured  their  vessel,  and  while 
running  her  through  the  British  Channel,  his 
vessel  was  again  captured,  by  another  French 
privateer.  Captain  Blackwood  was  made  a pris- 
oner, later  dying  in  a French  prison.  The  follow- 
ing children  were  born  to  John  and  Jean  Mason : 
James,  who  was  a grocer,  died  in  Hamilton,  Scot- 
land; John  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Amelia 
married  Peter  Lewis  and  died  in  Scotland  ; Joseph 
is  a retired  blacksmith  in  Strathavon,  Scotland ; 
Elizabeth  Barclay  died  in  Scotland,  unm.arried. 

John  Mason,  our  subject  proper,  was  born 
March  14,  1840,  in  Greenock,  Scotland,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land, 
which  he  attended  until  twelve  years  of  age.  He 
then  began  as  clerk  in  a wholesale  grocer}-  store 
owned  by  Robert  Lusk,  brother  of  Sir  Andrew 
Lusk,  of  London,  remaining  in  that  connection  for 
five  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  sugar  refinery 
of  Blair,  Reed  & Steel,  all  of  Greenock,  for  three 
years.  He  then  started  to  learn  the  trade  of  car- 
penter with  Crawford  & Fulton,  at  Greenock,  and 
was  there  five  years,  continuing  to  work  at  this 
trade  until  1871,  when  he  started  for  America. 
He  sailed  from  his  native  city  on  an  Anchor  line 
steamship,  the  old  “Caledonia,”  which,  after  a 
voyage  of  twenty-one  days,  landed  him  in  New 
York.  There  he  followed  his  trade  for  one  vear 
and  then  went  to  Fall  River  for  a short  time, 
reaching  Newport  Jan.  i,  1872.  Here  he  worked 
for  Augustus  Call  for  a time  and  then  for  ten 
years  was  in  the  repair  shop  of  the  Old  Colony 
railroad,  in  the  steamboat  carpenter’s  department. 

After  this  long  and  varied  experience  Mr.  Ma- 
son felt  himself  qualified  to  enter  into  business  for 
himself  and  he  formed  a partnership  with  Duncan 
McLean,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until  Sep- 
tember, 1900.  Since  that  date  Mr.  Mason  has  been 
engaged  in  building  and  contracting  alone  and  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  line  in  the 
city.  Among  the  many  buildings  which  he  has 
erected  may  be  mentioned  the  magnificent  residence 
and  ornate  stables  on  “Sandy  Point  Farm.”  a prop- 
erty belonging  to  Reginald  C.  Vanderbilt,  in  the 
town  of  Portsmouth.  He  also  put  up  the  building 
for  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  on  Touro 
street. 

Mr.  Mason  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, holding  membetship  in  St.  John’s  Lodge, 


No.  I,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Newport  Chapter,  No.  2, 
R.  A.  M. ; De  Blois  Council,  No.  5,  R.  & S.  M. ; 
and  Washington  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  of 
Newport.  He  is  also  a member  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Society,  Scottish  Clans,  of  which  he  served  as 
president  for  three  terms.  In  politics  Mr.  Mason 
is  a Republican,  but  he  is  no  see5;er  for  public 
honors. 

In  September,  1873,  Mr.  Mason  was  married 
to  Janet  Weir,  who  died  Oct.  14,  1874,  in  Newport, 
without  issue.  He  was  married  (second)  June 
26,  1890,  to  Rachel  A.  Conklin,  of  Ramsey,  N.  J. 
She  belongs  to  an  old  and  substantial  family  of 
that  State  and  is  a daughter  of  Albert  Conklin, 
who  traces  his  American  ancestry  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are : 
James,  Natalie  Havemeyer,  John,  Jr.,  Edith  and 
Winnifred. 

Mr.  Mason  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  United  Congregational  Church  and  he  has 
several  times  been  a member  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee. He  is  a man  whose  honorable  principles, 
untiring  industry  and  technical  knowledge  have 
brought  him  financial  success,  while  his  many 
sterling  traits  of  character  have  given  him  a wide 
circle  of  friends,  and  as  a citizen  he  commands 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  entire 
community. 

^T^^LBROOK  (Providence  family).  The  Hol- 
brooks in  the  mother  country,  England,  says 
Morse,  were  an  ancient  and  distinguished  family, 
one  of  the  name  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Richard 
II  being  advanced  to  the  order  of  Knighthood  and 
a coat-of-arms  assigned  him.  The  family  there  was 
one  of  character  and  consideration.  A number  of 
the  name  came  early  to  New  England.  Morse  has 
made  the  earliest  heads  of  families  at  Weymouth, 
Mass.,  John  and  Thomas  Holbrook,  brothers. 
Through  Thomas  Holbrook  has  descended  the 
Providence  branch  of  the  Holbrook  family,  which 
in  brief  is  reviewed  in  this  article.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  family  and  ancestry  of  the  late  Abel 
Holbrook  and  as  well  to  some  of  his  descendants, 
especially  to  the  families  of  Charles  W.  and  the  late 
Albert  Holbrook,  long  prominent  manufacturers 
of  Providence,  succeeded  by  the  sons  of  the  latter, 
Messrs.  George  A.,  Albert  and  Charles  W.  Hol- 
brook, all  now  among  the  leading  business  men  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Providence. 

In  the  genealogy  that  follows  the  order  is  chron- 
ological, the  Roman  numerals  indicating  genera- 
tions ; 

(I)  Aphonias  Holbrook,  born  in  1601,  left  Wey- 
mouth, England,  in  1635,  with  his  wife  Jane,  each 
then  aged  thirty-four  years,  and  their  four  children 
and  came  to  America.  He  was  called  of  Broadway, 
which  is  situated  near  Weymouth  and  Dorchester, 
Dorsetshire,  England.  He  is  of  record  at  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.,  in  1640,  having  settled  in  that  part 
of  the  town  called  Old  Spain.  It  is  judged  from 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1398 


the  records  that  he  was  one  of  the  leading  settlers 
of  the  town.  He  was  selectman  in  1641,  1645, 
1646,  1651,  1652  and  1654.  He  was  one  of  the 
grantees  of  Rehoboth,  i\lass.,  in  1645,  forfeited 
his  share  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  go  there  and 
settle.  He  wa^  a member  of  the  committee  in  1649 
to  lay  out  a highway  from  Weymouth  to  Dorches- 
ter, iMass.  His  will  was  proved  April  24,  1677. 
His  children  were:  John,  born  about  1620; 
Thomas,  born  in  1625 ; William ; Elizabeth,  born  in 
1634;  and  James. 

(H)  Capt.  John  Holbrook,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
about  1620,  married  (first)  Sarah,  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Stream;  she  died  in  1688,  and  he  married 
(third)  Widow  iMary  Loring.  Capt.  Holbrook 
was  a man  of  considerable  prominence,  as  his  fel- 
low townsmen  reposed  in  him  much  confidence.  He 
seems  to  have  inherited  the  old  homestead  in  Old 
Spain.  He  was  made  a freeman  in  1640.  He 
served  as  selectman  in  1648.  He  was  representa- 
tive from  Weymouth  to  the  General  Court  in  1651, 
1664,  1669,  1671,  1672  and  1673.  He  was  a large 
landholder  and  quite  a speculator  and  money 
loaner.  He  commanded  a company  in  King  Phil- 
ip's war,  and  rendered  to  the  settlement  signal  ser- 
•vice.  His  death  occurred  Nov.  23,  1699.  His  chil- 
dren were:  John;  Abiezer ; Samuel;  and  Hannah 
(born  to  the  first  marriage)  ; Sarah ; Elizabeth ; 
Alary;  Lois,  born  in  1658;  Eunice,  born  in  1658; 
Experience,  born  in  1661 ; and  Ichabod,  born  in 
1662. 

(HI)  Ichabod  Holbrook,  son  of  Capt.  John, 
born  Alay  20,  1662,  married  Sarah  Turner,  who 
died  a widow  Dec.  20,  1739.  Ichabod  inherited  the 
homestead  of  his  father  and  grandfather  in  Old 
Spain,  Weymouth,  Alass.,  where  he  died  Dec.  14, 
1718.  Their  children  were:  Abiezer,  born  Alay 
7,  1689;  David,  born  in  September,  1690;  Sarah, 
born  Jan.  13,  1694;  Elisha;  and  John,  born  Nov. 
28,  1699. 

XIV)  David  Holbrook,  son  of  Ichabod,  born  in 
September,  1690,  married  in  1716,  Alary  Pittey, 
and  they  settled  in  the  town  of  Weymouth,  Alass., 
thence  removed  to  Braintree,  Alass.  Their  children 
were:  David,  born  June  26,  1717;  Ichabod,  born 
Alarch  12,  1719;  Nehemiah,  born  Alay  16,  1722; 
Alary,  born  Nov.  21,  1726;  and  Ruth,  baptized  Dec. 

13,  1730. 

/(V)  Ichabod  Holbrook  (2),  son  of  David,  born 
Alarch  17  (or  12),  1719,  married  Hannah  Hayden, 
and  they  were  received  into  the  church  in  Brain- 
tree, Alass.,  in  1756.  Their  children  were:  Han- 
nah, horn  Oct.  19.  1746;  Ichabod,  born  Alay  26, 
1748:  Ebenezer,  born  Alarch  29,  1749-50;  Hannah, 
born  Dec.  5,  1751  : Thomas,  bOrn  Oct.  7,  1754; 
Nathaniel,  baptized  Oct.  8,  1758. 

(\T)  Nathaniel  Holbrook,  son  of  Ichabod  (2), 
baptized  Oct.  8,  1758,  married  in  1779,  Ruth  Mann, 
born  Alarch  9,  1756,  daughter  of  Joseidi  and  Eliza- 
beth (Niles)  Alann,  he  a descendant  of  Richard 
Alann  through  Thomas  and  Joseph  Alann.  Na- 


thaniel Holbrook  and  family  were  residents  of 
Braintree,  Alass.,  and  later  perhaps  of  Rand,  where 
he  died  July  6,  1845.  Airs.  Holbrook  died  Dec.  29, 
1837.  Their  children  were:  Nathaniel;  Benjamin; 

, a son ; and  Abel,  baptized  Oct.  18,  1761. 

^ (VH)  Abel  Holbrook,  son  of  Nathaniel,  bap- 
tized Oct.  18,  1761,  resided  in  Braintree,  Mass.  To 
him  and  his  wife  Betsey  were  born  Calvin,  William 
and  Abel. 

^ (VHl)  Abel  Holbrook  (2),  son  of  Abel,  born 
April  5,  1788,  married  June  13,  1812,  Sarah  Smith 
Plopkins,  hojn  July  26,  1788,  daughter  of  Uriah 
and  Lucy  (Lanksford),  of  Scituate  and  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  a descendant  of  Thomas  Hopkins, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Rhode  Island,  through 
Thomas  (2),  Amos  and  Uriah  Hopkins. 

/ (IX)  Albert  Holbrook,  son  of  Abel  and 
Sally,  born  Feb.  5,  1813,  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  mar- 
ried Jan.  8,  1838,  Abby  Olney  Angell,  born  June  23, 
1811,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Susan  (Westcott) 
Angell,  and  a descendant  of  Thomas  Angell  who 
came  with  Roger  Williams  in  the  ship  “Lion”  from 
London  to  Boston,  thence  to  Salem,  where  he  was 
with  W illiams,  1631-36,  and  was  an  original  pro- 
prietor of  Providence  in  1638,  his  lineage  from 
Thomas  being  through  John,  Hope,  Oliver,  Hope 
(2)  and  Charles  Angell. 

X Air.  Holbrook’s  early  life  began  under  the  most 
inauspicious  circumstances,  his  father  dying  when 
.he  was  but  six  years  of  age,  and  he  was  left 
motherless  before  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  In 
November,  1824,  when  in  his  twelfth  year  the  lad 
was  sent  to  live  with  Air.  Benjamin  Lewis,  of  Prov- 
idence, with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  serve 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  mason’s  trade  with  that 
gentleman,  who  had  married  a relative  of  the  fam- 
ily. His  term  of  service  had  its  beginning  in  the 
early  summer  following  his  twelfth  birthday,  when 
he  became  engaged  as  a brick-layer  on  a building 
which  was  being  erected  at  the  North  End  in  Prov- 
idence by  Air.  Whlliam  Randall.  This  was  fol- 
lowed up  by  a continuance  in  the  various  branches 
of  the  mason  trade,  which  then  embraced  many  fea- 
tures now  divided  up  into  separate  and  special  pur- 
suits and  vocations.  For  about  ten  months  in 
1827-28  he  labored  on  the  Providence  Arcade,  and, 
perhaps,  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  only  one 
then  livmg  who  engaged  in  this  department  of  its 
construction.  Among  other  prominent  buildings 
in  the  construction  of  which  he  was  engaged  was 
the  Newport  Steam  Factory,  in  the  summer  of 
1831,  followed  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  by  a short 
service  on  the  No.  One  Alill  of  the  Lonsdale  Com- 
pany in  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island. 

In  1833  at  the  solicitation  of  his  uncle.  Air.  Ben- 
jamin Holbrook,  who  was  a member  of  the  firm  of 
J.  Cunliff  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  loom  pickers. 
Air.  Holbrook  entered  into  their  employ  and  so  con- 
tinued until  August,  1842.  when,  associated  with 
his  brother.  Air.  C.  W.  Holbrook,  he  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  present  business  of  A.  & C.  W. 
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Holbrook,  manufacturers  of  raw-hide  goods, 
which  at  first  consisted  principally  of  loom  pickers. 
This  connection  lasted  until  June,  1868,  when 
Charles  retired,  and  Albert’s  sons,  George  A.,  Al- 
bert, Jr.,  and  Charles  W.  Holbrook  (2),  joined 
with  their  father  in  the  continuance  of  the  business. 
Advancing  age  with  its  infirmities  prompted  his  re- 
tirement from  active  business  in  the  firm  after  his 
three  sons  were  established,  but  his  personal  inter- 
est in  the  growth  of  the  business  and  its  success  re- 
mained unabated  throughout  his  long  life. 

Mr.  Holbrook  was  greatly  interested  in  histori- 
cal and  genealogical  matters,  aiid  for  perhaps  more 
than  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death  devoted  much 
time  and  research  to  this  line  of  study,  embodying 
many  of  the  results  of  his  labors  in  publications  of 
various  kinds,  through  the  press  and  periodicals 
as  well  as  in  pamphlet  and  book  form.  His  efforts 
in  this  line  of  work  have  been  of  great  public  value 
and  wide  spread  interest,  generally  taking  a broad 
range,  covering  a large  field,  and  his  services  have 
been  ever  and  freely  at  the  command  of  any  and 
all  inquirers  who  approached  him  with  general  or 
specific  queries  relating  to  his  favorite  subjects  in 
which  they  were  interested.  That  such  services 
have  been  keenly  appreciated  is  evidenced  by  the 
many  authors  whose  acknowledgments  appear  in 
their  publications,  and  by  the  multitude  of  letters 
of  inquiries  he  received  from  different  persons  res- 
ident in  Rhode  Island  and  abroad.  The  class  of 
historical  matter,  outside  of  the  genealogical,  to 
which  he  especially  devoted  himself,  is  mainly  con- 
fined to  details  pertaining  to  the  North  End,  in 
Providence.  A serial  of  several  numbers,  entitled 
“Ancient  North  End  Landmarks,  by  an  Old  Resi- 
dent,” covered  a large  field  and  showed  up  the  for- 
gotten origin  of  many  old  homesteads,  with  details 
of  the  personal  history  of  some  of  the  people  con- 
nected with  them.  In  the  genealogical  field,  one 
of  the  most  interesting  works  was  published  in 
1881,  entitled  “One  Line  of  the  Hopkins  Family,” 
covering  the  line  of  Governor  Stephen  Hopkins  and 
his  brother,  the  Commodore,  but  not  the  one  from 
which  the  author  descended ; although  compara- 
tively brief,  it  embraces  nearly  every  male  member 
belonging  to  the  line  that  bore  the  name  of  Hop- 
kins, and  all  females  born  of  that  line.  The  line  to 
which  the  author  belonged  were  more  numerous — 
excessively  so;  he  intended  to  follow  this  out.  but 
the  task  was  beyond  his  strength  with  his  numer- 
ous cares,  although  under  the  title  of  “Notes  of 
the  Hopkins  Family”  he  contributed  several  arti- 
cles to  the  Narragansett  Historical  Register.  At 
an  early  period  in  his  life  he  was  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  famous  Commodore’s  family 
then  living,  and  was  frequently  sent  to  the  old 
homestead  on  errands  briefly  alluded  to  in  the  gene- 
alogical work  referred  to.  As  his  grandfather. 
Uriah  Hopkins,  and  the  Commodore  were  second 
cousins,  the  association  between  the  author’s  peo- 
ple and  the  Commodore’s  descendants  continued 


until  most  of  the  latter  had  passed  away.  The 
children  of  i\lr.  and  Mrs.  Holbrook  were : George 
Abel,  born  Oct.  4,  1838,  married  May  18,  1869, 
Hary  Helen  Smith ; Frank  Pinkney,  born  May  14, 
1842,  died  July  8,  1844;  Albert,  born  Oct.  7,  1845, 
died  Nov.  28,  1904;  Charles  William  was  born 
Sept.  10,  1848 ; Uriah  Hopkins,  born  Nov.  10,  18^0, 
died  May  8,  1884. 

These  children  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  ten 
different  persons  who  came  to  America  prior  to 
1700,  namely:  On  the  Holbrook  side  to  Thomas, 
and  to  those  who  settled  in  Rhode  Island ; to 
Thomas  Hopkins,  William  Arnold,  William  Wick- 
enden  and  John  Smith  ; and  on  their  mother’s  side 
to  Thornes  Angell,  Stukely  Westcott,  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Olney  and  William  Dyer. 

(X)  George  Abel  Holbrook,  born  Oct.  4, 
1838,  graduated  from  Brown  University  in  1861. 
He  was  in  the  United  States  Mustering  office  in 
Providence  during  1861-65,  and  from  1865  to  1868, 
was  in  the  Union  Railroad  office.  On  June  i,  1868, 
he  became  a partner  in  his  father's  business.  0^^ 
May  18,  1869,  married  iMary  Helen  Smith,  in 
Lincoln,  R.  I.,  and  they  had  one  child,  Helen  West- 
cott. 

f (X)  Albert  Holbrook,  born  Oct.  7,  1845,  died 
Nov.  28,  1904.  He  married  Nov.  22,  1871,  Clara 
J.  Olney,  and  they  had  one  child,  Herbert  Olney, 
born  April  2,  1878.  He  married,  March  16,  1904, 
Fannie  Clemmons  Borden,  daughter  of  Granvihe 
Borden. 

/ (X)  Charles  William  Holbrook,  born  Sept. 
10,  1848,  married  Sarah  D.  King.  They  had  no 
children. 

7^(X)  Uriah  Hopkins  Holbrook,  born  Nov.  10, 
1850.  died  May  8,  1884.  He  graduated  from  Brown 
University  and  the  IMedical  Department  of  Har- 
vard University.  He  married  Anne  Augusta  Ol- 
ney, who  died  Jan.  12,  1879,  and  one  child,  Anna 
Olney,  was  born  to  them,  Jan.  12,  1879.  On  Oct. 
10,  1900,  she  married  George  W.  Sweet,  and  to 
them  have  come  two  children;  Richmond  Hol- 
brook, born  Sept.  29,  1903;  and  Caroline,  born 
May  7,  1905. 

LAURENCE  W.  COUDRAY.  who  conducts 
the  Lappin  Store,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  young  business  men 
of  that  city.  He  is  a direct  descendant  of  Miles 
Standish,  who  sought  the  hand  of  Priscilla  Mul- 
lins in  marriage  through  his  friend,  John  Alden. 
On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  Mr.  Coud- 
ray  is  descended  from  several  of  New  England’s 
old  and  time  honored  families.  He  was  born  in 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  Dec.  30,  1870,  one  of  the  five  chil- 
dren of  William  H.  Coudray,  who  still  resides  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  is  now  living  retired, 
and  his  wife,  Adelaide  Butler. 

Mr.  Coudray  received  his  early  educational 
training  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  at  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Leaving 
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school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  became  a 
clerk  for  Amadou  & Co.,  of  W'etherstield,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  about  one  year.  He  then  ac- 
cepted a position  with  C.  H.  Russell,  butter  and 
egg  commission  merchant  of  Hartford,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  several  years.  In  1892  Hr.  Coud- 
ray  came  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  establish  a branch 
store  for  Mr.  Russell,  and,  after  conducting  the 
same  for  about  a year  he  resigned  his  position  and 
established  himself  in  the  butter,  egg  and  provi- 
sion business,  continuing  in  this  line  for  about  one 
vear.  He  then  closed  out  this  business  to  become 
associated  with  the  Lappin  Store,  with  which  en- 
terprising business  house  he  has  since  been  con- 
nected. 

Socially  Mr.  Coudray  is  a member  of  Newport 
Lodge.  No.  104,  1>.  P.  U.  Elks.  He  and  his  wife 
are  attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  they 
give  their  support.  On  Jan.  i,  1894,  Mr.  Coudray 
married  iMollie  B.  Lappin,  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Catherine  (Rogers)  Lappin,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  where  for  a number  of  years  Nlr.  Lappin  was 
a shipping  merchant.  To  Air.  and  Mrs.  (I'oudray 
have  been  born  two  children : Robert  Carter,  Dec. 
23.  1896;  and  Laine  Marie,  April  22,  1900. 

The  Lappin  Store  was  established  in  1891  in 
a small  store-room  at  No.  14C9  Thames  street,  by 
Mrs.  Coudray,  and  later  removed  to  No.  145 
Thames  street,  where  the  business  was  continued 
until  1903,  in  which  year  it  was  removed  to  the 
Lappin  building,  at  No.  147  Thames  street,  a two- 
story  brick  block  built  to  house  this  enterprising 
store,  which  has  since  been  located  there.  From  a 
small  beginning  the  business  has  grown  steadily 
until  it  is  now  recognized  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
stores  of  Newport,  carrying  a large  and  complete 
stock  of  ladies’  and  children’s  furnishings,  etc., 
in  all  grades,  and  giving  employment  to  twenty-five 
clerks.  The  business-like  methods  and  the  courte- 
ous manner  displayed  in  the  Lappin  Store  to  all 
customers  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  the  success  of  this 
well-known  establishment.  Another  is  the  enter- 
prise and  energy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coudray,  who 
liave  made  themselves  and  their  store  well-known 
examples  of  industry. 

SHELDON.  The  Rhode  Island  Sheldons  be- 
longing to  the  old  stock  descend  from  the  two 
Johns,  John  Sheldon  of  Providence  and  John 
Sheldon  of  Kings  Town,  the  latter  here  as  early 
as  1679.  former  as  early  as  1675.  The  de- 

scendants of  John  of  Providence  have  lived  largely 
in  the  several  towns  created  out  of  ancient  Provi- 
dence. while  those  of  John  of  Kingstown  have  re- 
sided largely  at  South  Kingstown,  (file  branch 
of  the  Providence-Cranston  family  has  been  promi- 
nently represented  in  Pawtucket,  and  for  perhaps 
helf  a century  in  and  about  the  village  of  Wake- 
field in  South  Kingstown.  Among  the  Sheldons 
have  been  both  at  Providence  and  in  their  various 
communities  throughout  the  State  some  of  their 


most  substantial  and  useful  men  and  women,  many 
prominent  in  business  life.  The  Sheldons  have  been 
allied  by  marriage  with  some  of  the  first  families 
of  the  (Commonwealth,  among  them  the  Williams, 
Arnold,  Waterman,  Potter,  Anthony,  Greene  and 
(Jlney  families.  The  family,  too,  was  well  repre- 
sented in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  among  those 
participating  in  that  struggle  being  Daniel,  Ed- 
ward, Ezekiel,  Job,  Jonathan,  Nathan,  Pardon, 
William,  Asa,  Nathaniel  and  Roger. 

Nicholas  Sheldon,  great-grandfather  of  John  L. 
Sheldon,  a farmer  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  married 
Phebe,  daughter  of  Caleb  Potter,  of  Cranston,  R.  I., 
who  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  a private  in  the 
Captain  General's  Company,  a corps  of  cavalry 
under  command  of  Col.  Benjamin  Slack,  and  Col. 
Alanton,  which  did  service  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  in  the  expedition  to  Rhode  Island,  from 
July  24  to  Aug.  31,  1778.  Air.  Potter  also  served 
in  Capt.  Charles  Holden,  Jr.’s,  company  during  the 
month  of  November,  1780.  The  children  of 
Nicholas  and  Phebe  (Potter)  Sheldon  were:  Jo- 
seph, who  died  April  16,  1849;  PaMon,  who  died 
Dec.  30,  1851;  Jeremiah,  born  Feb.  ii,  1791,  and 
died  June  26,  1867;  and  William. 

Jeremiah  Sheldon,  born  Feb.  11,  1791,  in  Crans- 
ton, son  of  Nicholas,  was  a successful  farmer  and 
a popular  landlord.  He  was  also  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  his  county,  and  represented  his  town 
in  the  General  Assembly.  He  married  Sally  A. 
Wihnarth,  born  Feb.  5,  1794,  daughter  of  Stephen 
Wihnarth,  of  (dlocester,  R.  I.  Their  issue  was: 
Phebe,  born  in  1813;  George  Ware,  Feb.  22,  1816; 
Joseph,  in  1818;  Jeremiah,  in  1821;  Nicholas,  in 
1823;  Alaranda  W.,  in  1825;  Nicholas  (2),  in 
1828;  Sarah  A.,  in  1830;  Nancy  W'.,  in  1825;  and 
Anne  S.,  in  1837. 

George  Ware  Sheldon  was  born  Feb.  22,  1816, 
in  Cranston,  R.  I.  When  a lad  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Chepachet,  and  was  educated  at  the 
common  schools,  early  developing  an  independent 
and  self-reliant  character,  yet  ever  exhibiting  a 
genial  and  generous  nature,  which  endeared  him  to 
his  companions  and  friends.  Until  his  marriage  he 
remained  with  his  father,  assisting  him  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  hotel  and  the  management  of  his  busi- 
ness. Air.  Sheldon  then  opened  a store  in  the  town 
of  Burrillville.  A year  and  a half  later  he  changed 
his  location  to  Thomi)Son,  Conn.,  and  there  for 
seven  years  transacted  a lucrative  business.  After 
a brief  interval  at  Chepachet,  he  made  his  home 
at  Wakefield,  and  here  established  a hardware  and 
furnishing  trade,  which  increased  in  magnitude  as 
the  years  went  by.  He  was  greatly  absorbed  in 
business,  and  cared  little  for  the  distinctions  of  a 
political  career,  though  serving  his  town  three  times 
in  the  Legislature.  He  was  of  a retiring  nature 
and  ])referred  the  peace  and  rest  of  his  home  to 
the  excitement  of  official  life.  He  was  a director 
of  the  Wakefifld  Institution  for  Savings,  and  inter- 
ested in  all  movements  that  tended  to  the  welfare 
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of  the  town.  In  1856  he  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Wakefield,  and  in  that  faith  he  died  July 
8,  1879. 

On  Feb.  7,  1842,  George  Ware  Sheldon  married 
Ann  F.,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Cady,  of  Glocester, 
R.  I.  She  died  April  9,  1906.  Their  children 
were : Elizabeth  C.,  who  married  Edward  T.  Al- 
len, of  San  Erancisco;  Mary  C.,  widow  of  Jerome 
P.  Hubbard;  Jeremiah  C.,  a resident  of  Barrington, 
R.  I.,  who  married  Lizzie  Arenstrong ; Emma  S., 
who  married  William  A.  Kenyon ; Georgianna, 
who  married  Albert  Langworthy ; and  John  Love- 
land. 

The  Sheldon  block  was  built  on  land  to  one 
side  of  T.  A.  Gardner’s  office,  the  largest  building 
in  the  town,  and  Mr.  Sheldon  first  went  into  busi- 
ness in  the  small  building  there.  The  new  building 
was  moved  to  its  present  location  in  1900,  another 
story  put  under,  and  the  store  widened,  making 
a store  of  four  stories,  forty-five  feet  front,  with 
cellar. 

John  Loveland  Sheldon  was  born  in  W'ake- 
field,  R.  I.,  April  8,  1855.  He  spent  his  school 
days  in  Wakefield  public  schools,  Lovell’s  private 
school  in  New  Haven,  and  East  Greenwich 
Academy.  He  learned  the  tinsmith’s  trade  with 
his  father  and  brother.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  and  Jeremiah  C.,  formed  the  G.  W. 
Sheldon  Company,  which  continued  until  1886, 
when  his  brother  retired,  and  the  firm  became  J.  L. 
Sheldon. 

Mr.  Sheldon  married  in  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  in 
September,  1884,  Wennona  J.  Hubbard,  of  New 
Haven.  Daughter  of  Jerome  P.  Hubbard,  by  his 
first  wife.  These  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union:  Erank  Hubbard,  born  June  28,  1885;  and 
George  Ware,  March  29,  1887. 

ARNOLD  (Pawtucket  family).  The  family  of 
Arnold  is  of  great  antiquity,  having  its  origin 
among  the  ancient  princes  of  Wales.  According 
to  a pedigree  recorded  in  the  College  of  Arms  they 
trace  from  Yuir,  King  of  Gwentland,  who  flourished 
about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century,  and  who 
was  paternally  descended  from  Yuir,  the  second  son 
of  Cadwalader,  King  of  the  Britons ; which  Cadwal- 
ader  built  Abergavenny,  in  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, and  its  castle,  which  was  afterward  rebuilt 
by  Hamlet  ap  Hamlet,  ap  Sir  Druce  of  Balladon, 
in  Erance,  and  portions  of  the  walls  still  remain. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  adopt  a surname  was 
Roger  Arnold,  a descendant  in  the  twelfth  genera- 
tion from  Yuir.  Roger  was  of  Llanthony,  in  Mon- 
mouthshire, and  married  Joan,  daughter  ■ of  Sir 
Thomas  Gamage,  Knight,  Lord  of  Coytey. 

Erom  the  foregoing  source  descended  the  two 
Arnold  Brothers  who  came  to  America  and  were 
the  progenitors  of  the  numerous  and  distinguished 
Arnold  family  of  Rhode  Island,  various  branches 
of  which  are  given  in  these  volumes.  Their  lineage 
from  Roger  Arnold  is  through  Thomas,  Richard, 


Richard  (2)  and  Thomas  (2).  The  latter  lived  for 
a time  at  Melcombe  Housey,  from  which  place  he 
removed  to  Cheselbourne,  settling  himself  on  an 
estate  previously  belonging  to  his  father.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Alice,  daughter  of  John  Gul- 
ley, of  North  Over,  she  being  the  mother  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  the  immigrant  to  America;  and  to  his 
second  marriage  was  born  Thomas,  the  other  son 
who  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  New  World.  Of 
these  sons,  Thomas  Arnold  settled  at  Watertown, 
iMass.,  as  early  as  1640,  and  removed  to  Provi- 
dence not  far  from  1661.  Here  he  was  several 
times  deputy  and  a member  of  the  town  council. 
William  Arnold,  the  other  immigrant,  sailed  from 
Dartmouth,  England,  with  his  family  May  i,  1635. 
He  was  for  a time  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  but  removed 
to  Providence  in  the  spring  of  1636.  Two  years  later 
he  removed  to  Pawtucket.  Several  of  the  sons  of 
Thomas  became  conspicuous  public  men  in  Provi- 
dence, Richard  being  many  times  deputy  and  assist- 
ant, speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  etc. ; and 
Thomas  and  Eleazer  were  often  deputies  and  mem- 
bers of  the  town  council.  Likewise  several  of  the 
sons  of  William  Arnold  were  prominent  public 
men.  Benedict,  who  removed  to  Newport,  was 
many  times  commissioner  and  assistant,  president 
of  the  four  towns  then  established  and  governor  for 
some  ten  years,  and  Stephen  was  many  times  dep- 
uty and  assistant. 

Much  is  said  elsewhere  of  the  descendants  of 
Thomas  and  William  Arnold  and  as  well  the  fam- 
ily genealogy  given,  it  being  here  the  purpose  to 
refer  briefly  to  the  family  of  the  late  John  P.  Ar- 
nold, who  was  a resident  during  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  of  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  I.,  where  both  he 
and  hie  wife  died,  and  where  rest  their  remains. 
i\Ir.  Arnold  in  his  active  years  was  a skilful  mill 
man,  and  for  years  was  superintendent  of  the  mills 
at  Natick,  and  of  the  Brandt  Iron  Works  at  Wyom- 
ing, this  State.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Honor 
Williams,  bore  him  the  following  named  children: 
Olney,  Thomas  Williams,  Preston  A.  and  Philetus. 

It  is  especially  desired  to  note  in  this  article  a 
grandson  of  the  late  John  P.  Arnold,  who  through 
the  sheer  force  of  his  make-up  has  steadily  risen 
from  a boy  of  humble  surroundings  to  position  and 
wealth,  who  for  twenty-five  years  has  held  respon- 
sible positions  in  one  of  Pawtucket’s  extensive  in- 
dustries and  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
and  whose  strong  personality  has  been  for  years 
constantly  felt  in  many  of  the  large  enterprises  of 
Rhode  Island,  where  as  president  and  director  his 
reputation  as  a successful  promoter  and  business 
man  has  long  been  established.  Reference  is  made 
to  John  Albert  Arnold,  long  secretary  of  the  ex- 
tensive establishment  of  The  J.  & P.  Coats  Com- 
pany, Limited,  and  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Narragansett  Machine  Company. 

The  late  Thomas  Williams  Arnold,  son  of  John 
P.  and  Honor  (Williams)  Arnold,  and  the  father 
of  John  Albert  and  Preston  A.  Arnold,  was  a na- 
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tive  of  Richmond,  R.  I.  In  due  time  he  was  mar- 
ried to  2^1  iss  Lucy  \Mieeler,  and  much  of  their 
married  life  was  passed  in  Providence.  ^Ir.  Ar- 
nold was  occupied  respectively  as  a house  and  car- 
riage painter.  Some  half  dozen  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  made  his  home  in  East  Providence,  where 
his  death  occurred  Oct.  15,  1902,  when  he  was  aged 
seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  Arnold  passed  away  in 
1867.  and  both  were  buried  in  Locust  Grove  ceme- 
tery, Elmwood,  in  the  city  of  Providence.  They 
were  plain,  unassuming  people,  who  made  good 
citizens  and  kind  neighbors,  living  esteemed  and 
respected  by  those  who  knew  them.  Their  children 
were : John  A.,  of  whom  more  presently  ; Stephen 
T.,  a resident  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Earl  V.,  a 
carriage  manufacturer  of  Providence ; George  \V., 
also  a carriage  manufacturer,  late  of  Pawtucket, 
now  deceased;  Preston  A.,  a successful  produce 
dealer  of  Providence. 

John  Albert  Arnold,  son  of  Thomas  Wil- 
liams and  Lucy  W.  (Wheeler)  Arnold,  was  born 
Jan.  18,1851,  in  Providence,  R.  L,  and  in  the  com- 
mon and  grammar  schools  of  the  city  acquired  the 
foundation  of  his  education.  When  yet  a lad  he 
seized  the  opportunity  opened  up  to  him  and  be- 
gan his  business  training  as  clerk  in  the  establish- 
ment of  Daniel  Lyman,  a dealer  in  oil.  From  this 
position  he  went  to  that  of  an  enameler  of  jewelry, 
learning  the  art  and  working  for  ]\Ir.  John  P.  Mar- 
shall of  Providence.  This  work,  however,  he  was 
engaged  in  but  a short  period,  giving  it  up  for  one 
more  pleasing  to  his  taste.  He  soon  began  a clerk- 
ship in  the  National  Bank  of  North  America  at 
Providence,  which  was  followed  after  an  experi- 
ence of  some  two  years  by  a similar  one  in  the 
Merchants’  National  Bank  of  the  same  city.  .About 
three  years  later  he  was  made  teller  in  the  Pacific 
National  Bank  of  Pawtucket,  a position  he  held 
with  acceptability  to  all  concerned  for  some  thirteen 
years ; and  it  was  perhaps  this  training,  this  experi- 
ence and  fidelity  to  trust  and  several  acquaintances 
going  with  it  through  the  years  as  they  came  and 
went,  which  so  admirably  fitted  him  for  more  ex- 
alted station,  which  no  doubt  those  .seeking  his 
services  were  cognizant  of.  His  time  now  appar- 
ently came.  In  1883  he  was  made  secretary  of 
what  was  then  the  Conant  Thread  Company  of 
Pawtucket.  Suffice  it  to  add  that  he  remained 
through  almost  twenty-five  succeeding  years  with 
the  e.xtensive  institution  with  which  he  practically 
grew  up,  aiding  materially  in  its  development. 
This  institution,  now  The  J.  & P.  Coats  Company, 
Limited,  is  the  largest  thread  manufacturing  con- 
cern in  the  world,  having,  as  it  does,  factories  in 
various  ])arts  of  this  and  other  countries,  in  fact 
all  over  the  civilized  world. 

Besides  the  position  just  alluded  to,  Mr.  Arnold 
has  been  variously  interested,  and  officially  con- 
nected with  manv  enter])rises.  Since  Jan.  i,  1907, 
he  has  been  giving  his  i)ersonal  attention  to  his  e.x- 


tensive private  interests.  He  is  president  and  treas- 
urer, as  well  as  controlling  factor,  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  ^Machine  Company  of  Pawtucket;  director 
and  member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  Slater 
Trust  Company  of  Pawtucket  ; director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  finance  committee  of  the  Pawtucket  In- 
stitution for  Savings ; director  and  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Com- 
pany; director  of  the  William  H.  Haskell  Manufac- 
turing Company  of  Pawtucket ; president  and  direc- 
tor of  the  Taunton  & Pawtucket  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  a member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  road ; director  of  the  American  Hair  Cloth 
Company ; director  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Onset 
Street  Railway  Company ; director  of  the  Dixfield 
Light  and  Improvement  Comany,  and  member  of 
the  executive  committee,  director  of  the  N.  S.  Sto- 
wed Spool  and  Wood  Turning  Company,  of  Dix- 
field, Maine,  and  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee, and  dominates  the  policy  of  both  these  con- 
cerns ; and  president  and  director  of  the  Arnold 
Realty  Company  of  Pawtucket. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  has 
served  his  adopted  city  as  collector  of  taxes  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commission  of  Pawtucket.  He  attends  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  to  which  he  gives  his  liberal 
support.  Mr.  Arnold  is  a member  of  Pawtucket 
Council,  No.  537,  Royal  Arcanum;  Hope  Lodge, 
No.  186,  Knights  of  Honor  ; the  Bank  Clerks’  As- 
sociation of  Providence ; and  the  Pawtucket  Busi- 
ness Men’s  Association. 

On  March  2,  1870,  Mr.  Arnold  was  united  in 
marriage  with  iSIiss  Emily  E.  Foster,  daughter  of 
Atwell  AT  and  Laura  M.  (Coman)  Foster,  of  Glo- 
cester,  R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  one  son  has  been 
born,  Fred  A.  Arnold. 

Fred  A.  Arnold  was  born  June  28,  1873,  in 
Pawtucket.  He  is  engaged  in  the  banking  and 
brokerage  business  with  Estabrook  & Company,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  resides  in  Brookline.  Mass.  He 
married  Anna  Lenz,  of  Providence,  and  they  have 
one  daughter.  Alary  L.  Arnold,  born  Aug.  23. 
1904. 

Preston  Addison  Arnold  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence June  II,  1861,  son  of  Thomas  Williams  and 
Lucy  W.  (Wheeler)  Arnold,  and  grandson  of  John 
P.  and  Honor  (Williams)  Arnold.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Warren  street  and  Bridgham  street 
schools  in  Providence,  the  Potowomut  school  and 
the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  For  a year  he 
clerked  in  the  Potowomut  store  for  .Stafford  & 
Co.,  and  for  a year  for  J.  C.  Balcom,  ship  chandler 
on  India  street.  Providence.  In  1880  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  well-known  Calef  Brothers’  market 
on  North  Main  street,  and  subsequently  was  with 
their  successors.  L.  A.  and  T.  C.  Cladding.  In 
1901  Air.  Arnold  succeeded  them,  becoming  sole 
proprietor  of  Calef  Brothers'  Alarket,  which  was 
established  in  1842.  Air.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the 


RHODE  ISLAND 


1403 


Providence  Board  of  Trade.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  No.  14,  to  the  West  Side  Club 
and  the  Pomham  Club. 

On  Nov.  19,  1890,  Preston  A.  Arnold  was  mar- 
ried to  Grace  E.,  daughter  of  George  J.  and 
Helen  (Potter)  Hampson. 

CHAMPLIN.  The  Champlins  of  Westerly  are 
descended  from 

(I)  Geoffrey,  Jeoffrey  or  Jeffrey  Champlin,  the 
emigrant,  born  in  1621.  His  children  were:  Jeffrey, 
born  at  Newport  in  1650;  William,  born  in  1654, 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Babcock ; and 
Christopher,  born  in  1656,  and  died  at  Westerly, 
April  2,  1732,  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
being  Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  Davel. 

(II)  Jeffrey  Champlin  (2),  son  of  Jeffrey,  died 
at  Kingstown  in  1715.  He  had  two  sons:  Jeffrey 
and  William. 

(III)  Jeffrey  Champlin  (3),  son  of  Jeffrey  (2), 
married  Susannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susan- 
nah (Cole)  Eldred,  and  they  had  issue  as  follows: 
Emblem,  born  Jan.  30,  1701 ; Jeffrey,  born  Eeb. 
2"  1703.  Jeffrey  Champlin  (3)  married  (second) 
Hannah,  and  they  had  three  children : Thomas, 
born  Sept.  3,  1708;  Steven,  born  Feb.  16,  1710; 
and  William,  born  March  3,  1712.  His  third  wife 
was  Susannah,  wlio  bore  him  two  children : Han- 
nah. born  Jan.  ii,  1714;  and  John,  born  Feb.  12, 
1716.  Jeffrey  Champlin  (3)  died  in  1717,  his  will 
being  dated  Feb.  14th  of  that  year  and  proved 
March  10,  1718. 

(IV)  John  Champlin,  son  of  Jeffrey  (3),  mar- 
ried Freelove  Watson,  daughter  of  John  Watson, 
of  South  Kingstown,  and  their  children  were  : John, 
born  July  30,  1744;  Samuel,  born  July  17,  1746; 
William,  born  Aug.  15,  1749;  Steven,  born  Aug. 
27,  1751;  Thomas,  born  Jan.  23,  1754;  Abigail, 
born  June  23,  1756;  Elisha,  born  Nov.  ii,  1758: 
Susannah,  born  Oct.  31,  1761 ; Freelove,  born  June 
15.  1767.  John  Champlin  died  Sept.  8,  1772,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  South  Kingstown,  died 
in  Exeter,  May  10,  1773. 

(V)  Samuel  Champlin,  son  of  John,  born  July 
17,  1746,  was  married  Dec.  10,  1782,  to  Alice  B., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Alice  (Waite)  Rey- 
nolds, of  Exeter,  R.  I.  Their  six  children  were : 
John,  born  March  26,  1784;  Benjamin,  May  9, 
1786;  Hannah.  Dec.  30,  1788;  Waity,  March  30, 
1791 ; Russel,  July  23,  1793:  and  Samuel,  Aug.  24, 
1796.  Samuel  Champlin  died  in  Exeter,  R.  I., 
Nov.  I,  1818.  His  wife,  Alice  B.,  born  July  21, 
1755,  died  Oct.  23,  1825. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Champlin,  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Sunderland,  daughter  of  Captain 
Daniel  and  Annie  (Harrington)  Sunderland,  of 
Exeter,  R.  I.  She  died  April  10,  1816,  the  mother 
of  five  children : Alice,  born  in  1808,  died  Sept. 
3,  1814;  ^lary,  born  in  1810,  died  IMarcli  22,  1816; 
John  Reynolds,  born  Nov.  ii,  1811  ; Daniel,  Feb. 
1816,  died  Sept.  21,  1814;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in 


January,  1816,  died  iMay  3,  1816.  Benjamin  Cham- 
plin married  (second)  Ruth  Tefft,  daughter  of 
Clark  and  Mary  (Rogers)  Tefft,  on  Alarch  20, 
1817,  and  their  children  were:  Clark  Tefft,  born 
Oct.  27,  1818;  Benjamin  Reynolds,  born  July  30, 
1820;  Samuel  Anthony,  July  28,  1822;  George 
Franklin,  June  20,  1824;  and  Mary  Eliza,  born 
June  19,  1827,  married  George  Avery  Smith,  and 
died  Jan.  29,  1899.  Benjamin  Champlin  died  iMay 
18,  1847.  His  wife  Ruth,  born  Aug.  2,  1789,  died 
March  10,  1837.  Both  were  buried  in  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  cemetery  in  Hopkinton. 

Benjamin  Champlin  was  born  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town  of  Exeter,  R.  L,  ]\Iay  9,  1786. 
He  obtained  a good  common  school  education,  but 
not  being  of  a professional  turn  of  mind,  gave  up 
his  studies  and  assisted  in  the  management  of  his 
father’s  estate.  In  the  spring  of  1830  he  bought  a 
farm  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Westerly, 
which,  with  land  subsequently  purchased,  amounted 
to  300  acres.  It  was  afterward  known  as  the  "Ben- 
jamin Champlin  Estate.” 

(VII)  John  Reynolds  Champlin,  son  of  Benja- 
min, was  born  Nov.  ii,  1811,  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and 
Oct.  13,  1852,  married  Phoebe  Mowry,  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Sila  (Vallette)  Baker,  of  Burrill- 
ville,  R.  I.  Their  children  were:  Albert  Reynolds, 
born  April  12,  1854,  died  April  7,  1895,  in  his 
room  at  the  “Dixon  House,”  Westerly ; Phoebe 
Elizabeth,  born  March  29,  1857,  married  Oct.  24, 
1877,  John  Edmund  Kendrick,  and  died  Sept.  20, 
1892,  without  issue;  John  Herbert,  born  June  18, 
1862,  died  Nov.  29,  1862;  and  John  Herbert  (2), 
born  IMarch  28,  1865.  married  May  6,  1892,  Emily 
Mary,  daughter  of  William  Stewart  Anthony  and 
Emily  Mary  (Mason)  Cooper,  of  Chicago,  born  at 
Hyeres,  France,  March  25.  1865,  and  they  had 
children:  John  Frederick  (born  at  Chicago,  Jan. 
25,  1893,  and  died  there  April  7,  1893).  and  Albert 
Reynolds  (born  at  Westerly,  Aug.  6.  1896). 

John  Reynolds  Champlin  died  Jan.  9,  1892. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm,  receiving 
a good  common  school  education,  following  which 
he  taught  school  during  the  winters  for  some  years, 
following  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  summers. 
In  1837,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  he  came 
to  Westerly,  and  established  a dry  goods  and  gen- 
eral mercantile  business.  In  1844  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  the  late  Stephen  Wilcox,  estab- 
lishing a store  on  the  site  of  that  which  he  occupied 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1853  i\Ir.  Wilcox  re- 
tired from  the  business,  and  Mr.  Cbamplin  contin- 
used  it  in  his  own  name,  making  a specialty  of 
boots  and  shoes.  This  business  be  carried  on  in 
the  same  place  at  No.  22  iSIain  street  nearly  fifty 
years.  He  was  the  oldest  merchant  in  Westerly, 
there  being  no  one  in  business  at  the  time  of  his 
death  who  was  here  when  he  began.  iMr..-Gliam- 
plin  was  always  regarded  as  one  of  Westerly’s 
most  reliable  citizens,  his  word  being  above  ques- 
tion, and  his  life  that  of  a consistent  Christian. 
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He  always  enjoyed  exceptional  health,  having- 
never  called  in  a physician  until  attacked  by  pneu- 
monia, which  proved  his  last  illness,  and  from 
which  he  died.  He  was  a member  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptist  Church.  The  business  was  carried 
on  by  his  son  Albert  R.,  until  his  death,  April  7, 
1895,  when  it  was  taken  over  by  John  Herbert,  who 
continued  it  until  July,  1903,  when  he  sold  the  bus- 
iness to  INIr.  Saunders. 

(\TII)  John  Heruert  Champlix,  son  of  John 
Reynolds,  born  2vlarch  28,  1865,  w’as  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Westerly  and  Highland  Military 
Academy,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  During  three  years 
afterwards  he  was  engaged  in  a wdiolesale  grocery 
house  in  Providence,  and  then  w-ent  to  Chicago,  and 
was  connected  with  Rand,  IMcXally  & Co.,  mag- 
azine publishers,  until  1895,  when  he  returned  to 
Westerly.  He  is  very  prominent  in  iMasonry,  and 
is  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  Palmer  Chapter 
and  Narragansett  Commandery,  Knights  Templar. 

(YU)  Clark  Teft't  Champlin,  son  of  Benjamin, 
married  Laura  Ann  Phillips,  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Sarah  (Carrj  Phillips,  of  Rockville,  R.  I.,  Oct. 
2,  1842,  and  they  had  issue:  George  Clark,  born 
Aug.  2,  1843;  Amos  Franklin,  July  26,  1846;  John 
Oakis ; Helen  Alvina,  Sept.  18,  1853;  Charles  Fre- 
mont. Sept.  22,  1857,  and  Lily  Bell,  Jan.  9,  1864. 

(\TI)  Benjamin  Reynolds  Champlin,  son  of 
Benjamin,  born  at  Potter  Hill,  R.  I.,  married  Mary 
Ann  Babcock,  daughter  of  Captain  Paul  and  xTiny 
(Clark)  Babcock,  born  May  21,  1812,  who  died 
March  9,  1884.  They  had  three  children : Mary 
Jane,  born  June  ii,  1847;  Ann  Eliza,  born  April 
13,  1849,  niarried  Dr.  William  D.  Babcock,  and 
died  iNlarch  8,  1877;  and  George  Franklin,  born 
Oct.  8,  1857. 

Benjamin  Reynolds  Champlin,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a short  time  in  boyhood,  wdien  he  lived  in 
Hopkinton,  has  resided  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
Westerly  since  1857.  For  a considerable  period 
he  ran  a planing  machine  for  IMaxson  & Co.,  but 
the  rest  of  the  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  the  family  settling  on  the  Peleg  Bab- 
cock farm  in  April.  1884.  He  has  been  a lifelong 
member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church. 

(VHI)  George  Franklin  Champlin  was 
born  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Webster 
on  High  street,  in  Westerly,  Oct.  8,  1857.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Westerly,  and  began 
farming  when  a boy,  having  engaged  in  that  occu- 
pation in  W’esterly  ever  since.  He  married  in  Plain- 
field.  Conn..  Feb.  26,  1879,  Hettie  Edmund,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Edmund,  and  sister  of  John  T.  Ed- 
mund. Their  children  arc:  Mary  Eliza,  born  June 
24.  ‘1883  ; and  Bessie  Edmund,  born  Sept.  5.  1886. 

ClRlX'  B.\RXES.  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the 
well-known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Smith- 
field.  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  the  town. 

(1)  Thomas  Barnes,  the  first  of  the  family  we 


find  on  record  in  America,  was  in  Swansea,  IMass., 
as  early  as  1669,  and  in  1689  was  among  the  pro- 
prietors of  Rehoboth,  but  not  a resident  there. 
In  1693  he  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church,  and  continued  in  the  pastorate  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  June  8,  1706.  He  was 
twice  married,  the  name  of  his  first  wife  being  Pru- 
dence, and  after  her  death  he  married,  Nov.  12, 
1694,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  King.  The  children,  all 
born  to  the  first  marriage,  w'ere : Lydia  married 
Thomas  Olney,  and  died  in  1722;  Thomas,  born 
Nov.  13,  1670,  married  Sarah  Stone,  and  died 
Sept.  24,  1706;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  27,  1672,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Wight;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  14, 
1675,  married  John  Bullock ; Ann  married  Thomas 
Allen;  John,  born  April  9,  1680,  married  Mercy 
Allen;  Peter  was  born  June  i,  1682;  Samuel  was 
born  March  17,  1685;  Hannah,  born  Dec.  21,  1689, 
married  John  Stone. 

(H)  Peter  Barnes,  son  of  Thomas,  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  resided  first  in  Providence, 
but  later  located  in  Smithfield,  on  land  acquired  by 
his  father  from  the  Indians,  the  original  deed  for 
wdiich,  dated  March  27,  1659,  the  possession 

of  the  family  of  Orin  Barnes,  and  is  in  a perfect 
state,  of  preservation.  Some  of  this  land  has  con- 
tinued ever  since  in  the  family  name,  and  is  now 
owmed  b\'  Mrs.  A.  P.  Sebille,  daughter  of  Orin 
Barnes.  The  old  house  now^  standing  about  a half 
mile  north  of  the  late  home  of  Orin  Barnes  was 
supposedly  built  by  Peter  Barnes,  and  remodelled 
by  his  son  Enoch.  Peter  Barnes  w-as  made  a free- 
man in  1708.  He  was  a large  landholder,  and  his 
property  he  divided  into  three  farms,  giving  one 
to  each  of  his  sons.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Smithfield  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1757, 
and  he  was  buried  in  a private  yard  on  his  farm. 
lYtcr  Barnes  was  married  Sept.  29,  1716,  to  Mar- 
garet Borden,  widow  of  Joseph  Borden,  and 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Margaret  (Angell) 
Whipple.  Their  children  were : Nathan,  born 
Aug.  29,  1718  (died  unmarried)  ; Enoch,  Aug. 
18,  1721;  Lydia,  Oct.  29,  1724;  and  John,  Dec. 
31,  1726  (removed  to  Connecticut). 

(III)  Capt.  Enoch  Barnes,  born  Aug.  18, 
1721,  was  known  as  a very  prosperous,  active 
farmer,  and  owned  a very  fine  orchard.  He  served 
as  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  w’as  a foremost  man 
in  the  community.  He  took  such  interest  in  re- 
ligious matters  that  before  the  erection  of  any 
churches  in  his  locality  his  home  was  the  place 
wdiere  the  people  gathered  for  w^orship.  He  was 
married  Feb.  23.  1751,  to  Alice  Browm,  of  Glo- 
cester,  and  thev  had  one  son,  Levi,  born  March  i, 

1753- 

(IV)  Col.  Levi  Barnes  succeeded  his  father 
to  the  old  home  farm,  and  in  addition  to  farming 
conducted  a coopering  business.  Fie  became  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  towm,  and  was  able 
to  give  each  of  his  three  sons  a farm,  already 
stocked,  and  to  each  of  his  six  daughters  $500  in 
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cash,  which  at  that  time  was  a large  sum  of  money. 
Levi  Barnes  saw  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
as  a private,  serving  at  the  defense  of  Newport, 
and  it  is  related  that  his  father,  then  quite  old,  but 
very  spry  and  active,  was  a substitute  for  the  son 
for  a period  at  Newport.  Colonel  Barnes  received 
his  title  as  an  officer  in  the  militia,  having  been 
commissioned  by  Gov.  John  Collins,  May  12,  1788, 
major  of  the  2d  Regiment,  Providence  County 
Militia.  This  commission  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  family  of  Orin  Barnes.  Later  he  was  com- 
missioned lieutenant-colonel  of  the  same  regiment 
by  Gov.  Arthur  Fenner,  the  commission,  bearing 
the  date  of  May  10,  1790,  being  also  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family  of  Orin  Barnes.  Colonel  Barnes, 
like  his  father,  was  a religious  man,  and  his  home 
was  frequently  thrown  open  for  religious  services. 
When  the  Powder  Mill  turnpike  was  built  Colonel 
Barnes  gave  one  mile  of  the  right  of  way  through 
his  land,  with  the  stipulation  that  each  member  of 
his  posterity  might  go  toll-free  as  long  as  they 
owned  and  occupied  the  land.  He  erected  a schooi- 
house  near  his  home  for  his  children  and  his  neigh- 
bor’s children,  and  the  same  building  is  now  used 
as  a dwelling. 

Colonel  Barnes  was  married  July  2,  1775,  to 
Hannah  Waterman,  daughter  of  Resolved  Water- 
man, of  Johnston,  and  she  survived  him.  They 
had  nine  children,  as  follows : Jonathan,  who  mar- 
ried Nancy  Lovell,  and  received  from  his  father 
the  farm  occupied  by  the  late  Orin  Barnes ; Levi ; 
Nathan,  who  died  unmarried;  Nancy,  who  married 
Annanias  Mowry,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  North 
Smithfield ; Deborah,  who  married  William  Mowry, 
and  also  resided  in  North  Smithfield;  Hannah,  who 
married  (first)  David  Warren,  and  (second) 
Dennis  Ballou,  and  resided  in  North  Smithfield; 
Elsa,  who  married  Asa  Manning,  of  Smithfield ; 
Mercy,  who  married  Arnold  Mowry,  of  North 
Smithfield;  and  Mary,  who  married  Martin  Tefift, 
and  resided  in  Smithfield. 

(V)  Levi  Barnes,  son  of  Col.  Levi,  was  born 
May  13,  1792,  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  re- 
sided all  his  life,  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
Oct.  23,  1872,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm.  In 
political  opinion  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  never 
accepted  public  office.  He  attended  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Greenville.  He  married  Joanna 
Payne,  who  was  born  Aug.  22,  1806,  in  what  is 
now  North  Smithfield,  daughter  of  Belah  and 
Lydia  (Latham)  Payne.  The  Belah  Payne  farm, 
on  which  Mrs.  Barnes  was  born,  is  now  the  site  of 
the  reservoir  that  furnishes  the  water  supply  for 
the  city  of  Woonsocket.  Mrs.  Barnes  died  Sept. 
14,  1859,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows:  Smith 
W.,  born  Sept.  24,  1823,  was  a farmer,  and  died 
at  the  house  of  his  brother  Orin,  March  14,  1904, 
unmarried;  Michael  died  in  infancy;  George  W., 
born  Aug.  8,  1826,  was  a farmer  and  died  un- 
married, Feb.  3,  1895;  Orin  was  born  July  5,  1828; 


Levi,  born  April  9,  1833,  also  a farmer,  died  un- 
married March  6,  1899 ; and  Abbie  N.,  born  April 
27,  1839,  Eeb.  3,  1892,  unmarried. 

(VI)  Orin  Barnes,  born  July  5,  1828,  on  the 
homestead  farm,  was  reared  a practical  farmer, 
receiving  his  school  advantages  during  the  winter 
months.  He  very  early  displayed  superior  busi- 
ness talent,  and  his  father,  recognizing  this,  turned 
over  the  management  of  the  farm  to  him.  Air. 
Barnes  continued  to  cultivate  the  home  farm  until 
1867,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  where  he  died, 
of  the  heirs  of  his  uncle,  Jonathan  Barnes,  this 
farm  being  the  same  one  given  by  Peter  Barnes 
to  his  son,  Nathan.  It  was  necessary  at  this  time 
for  Mr.  Barnes  to  go  heavily  into  debt,  but  through 
industry  and  good  management  he  was  soon  able 
to  discharge  his  obligations.  He  made  many  sub- 
stantial improvements  on  the  farm,  and  owned 
one  of  the  most  attractive  and  productive  proper- 
ties in  his  section. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  married  in  Pawtucket,  March 
26,  1865,  to  Susan  Estelle  Allen,  who  was  born 
Nov.  14,  1841,  in  what  is  now  Lincoln,  the  only 
child  of  Ambrose  Leonard  and  Sarah  B.  (Taylor) 
Allen.  xAmbrose  L.  Allen  was  born  on  Prudence 
Island,  and  his  wife  in  Thompson,  Conn.  James 
Taylor,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Airs.  Barnes, 
was  a native  of  England,  and  came  of  a family  of 
wealth  and  position.  He  was  an  educated  man,  a 
school  teacher  and  surveyor.  Air.  and  Airs.  Barnes 
had  one  daughter,  Sarah  Estelle,  born  May  ii, 
1874,  who  is  of  the  sixth  generation  to  reside  on 
the  property.  She  graduated  from  the  Eederal 
street  grammar  school  in  1890,  when  Joseph 
Mowry  was  its  principal,  later  attended  the  State 
Normal  School  for  two  years,  has  taken  instruction 
in  painting,  and  being  naturally  gifted  has  taught 
the  same ; she  is  a young  woman  of  many  accom- 
plishments, thorough  education  and  business  com- 
prehension. She  was  married  Nov.  29,  1905,  to 
Arthur  P.  Sebille. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Barnes  was  a lifelong 
Democrat.  He  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council  of  Smithfield,  for  many  years  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  tax  assessors,  served  as  school 
trustee  for  several  years,  and  for  twenty-five  years 
was  surveyor  of  the  highway.  In  each  position  he 
reflected  credit  upon  himself,  as  a man  of  high 
integrity  and  noteworthy  business  judgment,  and 
one  whose  advice  was  frequently  sought  on  busi- 
ness matters.  On  this  account  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  serve  as  administrator  of  estates 
and  guardian  of  minor  children.  With  his  family 
Mr.  Barnes  attended  and  liberally  supported  the 
Universalist  Church  at  Georgiaville.  His  acts  of 
kindness  and  deeds  of  charity  were  many,  and  as  a 
kind  neighbor  his  acts  of  benevolence  were  numer- 
ous and  substantial.  Of  a sympathetic  nature  and 
sentimental,  his  business  practices  were  not  always 
carried  on  for  pecuniary  gain.  His  death  occurred 
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July  II,  1906,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  family 
burying-ground  on  his  farm,  where  now  lie  five 
generations  of  the  family. 

BABBITT.  P'or  a century — a hundred  years — 
and  more  the  members  of  the  Babbitt  family 
through  three  generations  have  been  conspicuous 
in  the  social  and  business  life  of  Bristol.  About 
1790  there  came  to  the  town  of  Bristol  a young 
man  who  had  about  reached  his  majority,  poor  in 
purse  but  rich  in  energy  and  determination,  who, 
then  and  there,  practically  penniless,  began  a career 
which  terminated  sixty  years  later,  in  1850,  when 
he  was  aged  eighty-one  years,  in  affluence  and 
honor,  for  he  long  had  been  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  prominent  men  of  the  community,  and 
one  who  had  obtained  his  means  and  position 
through  his  own  efforts  and  worth  in  legitimate 
business  and  force  of  character.  This  was  Jacob 
Babbitt,  whose  son  Jacob,  the  gallant  iMajor  Bab- 
bitt, who  fell  mortally  wounded  at  Fredericksburg, 
worthilv  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  father, 
and  in  turn  the  latter’s  son,  the  late  Edward  S. 
Babbitt,  of  Providence  and  Bristol,  most  worthily 
bore  the  name,  which  with  his  death  and  that  of  a 
sister  ceases  in  the  old  Plymouth  Colony  town. 

Jacob  Babbitt,  the  elder,  was  born  Oct.  22, 
1769,  in  Taunton,  ]\Iass.,  and  was  married  to  Bath- 
sheba  Stoddard,  also  a native  of  Taunton,  born 
April  7,  1773.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with  one 
son,  Jacob,  born  in  1809,  and  one  daughter,  Sarah, 
who  married  Scott  Greene. 

Jacob  Babbitt,  the  elder,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  came  to  Bristol  with  limited  education  and 
little  or  no  means,  but  he  resolutely  went  about  do- 
ing whatever  came  in  his  way  to  make  a living. 
The  years  sped  on  and  with  them,  through  his  uni- 
form habits  of  industry,  economy  and  enterprise,  he 
prospered  and  grew  in  capacity,  force  and  means 
until  he  stood  one  of  the  potent  forces  in  Bristol 
life.  He  was  a silversmith,  later  a merchant,  and 
still  later  a manufacturer  of  cotton  goods.  He  pos- 
sessed good  judgment  and  was  generally  successful 
in  all  his  undertakings.  Without  possessing  pecu- 
liar zeal  for  the  public  good,  Mr.  Babbitt  was  a use- 
ful citizen.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  all  in- 
dustrial j)ursuits,  and  sincerely  rejoiced  in  the  pros- 
perity of  his  neighbors  and  the  community  in  gen- 
eral. Indeed,  Bristol  of  his  day  was  as  much  in- 
debted to  him  as  to  any  one  individual,  for  what- 
ever prosperity  it  enjoyed.  Neither  of  the  two 
cotton  manufactories  of  that  period  would  have 
been  established  without  the  assistance  derived 
from  him.  So  in  the  private  relations  of  life,  he 
seldom  made  professions  of  friendship,  and  never 
professed  more  than  he  really  felt.  Desiring  to 
live  on  friendly  terms  with  all  and  uniformly  civil 
in  his  deportment,  he  took  no  pains,  if  he  ever  ut- 
tered a word,  with  the  design  of  gaining  approba- 
tion, of  holding  himself  out  to  be  better  than  he  ac- 
tually was.  “So  it  always  is,”  said  one  who  had 


been  associated  with  him  in  business  relations  for 
many  years,  on  an  occasion  when  some  question 
had  been  settled  about  compensation  for  services, 
“so  it  always  is — no  one  ever  promises  less,  or  is 
always  more  ready  to  be  just  and  liberal  with  me.” 
He  was  a sincere  friend,  remarkably  free  from 
envy  or  malice,  and  at  all  times  and  in  all  things 
an  honest  man  in  the  highest  and  fullest  sense  of 
the  word — honest  not  merely  in  his  dealings,  but 
in  his  views  and  sentiments,  a lover  of  right,  of 
truth  and  justice. 

Mr.  Babbitt,  soon  after  he  had  established  him- 
self in  Bristol,  engaged  in  the  Cuban  trade,  and 
when  the  war  of  1812  had  opened  he  continued  to 
carry  on  the  trade  in  spite  of  embargo  and  block- 
ade. At  that  time  his  vessels  sailed  under  the  flag 
of  Denmark,  and  often  when  disguised  as  dilapi- 
dated coasters  brought  heavy  and  valuable  cargoes 
into  the  port  of  Bristol. 

Mr.  Babbitt  was  chosen  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Bristol  Train  of  Artillery  at  the  first  election, 
held  April  7,  1796.  In  1830  he  served  as  a repre- 
sentative from  Bristol  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State.  He  died  in  Bristol  March  8,  1850,  and 
his  widow  passed  away  June  28,  1852. 

Major  Jacob  Babbitt,  son  of  Jacob,  born  in 
1809,  iri  Bristol,  R.  1.,  married  Oct.  7,  1826,  Abby 
Eliza,  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Aug.  10,  1808,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Lemuel  W.  Briggs,  of  Bristol,  and 
granddaughter  of  Lemuel  W.  Briggs,  of  Middle- 
boro,  Mass.,  and  to  them  came  children  as  follows ; 
James  Williams,  Jacob  Williams  (2)  and  Elizabeth 
Bourne,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy ; Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Bosworth,  D.  D. ; Edward  S. ; Sarah  S., 
who  married  Dr.  L.  A.  Martin,  of  Bristol ; Mary 
Abby,  who  married  S.  Dana  Greene,  and  Julia 
Emily. 

IMajor  Babbitt  was  educated  in  the  military 
academy  at  Middletown,  Conn.  Having  completed 
his  studies  he  returned  to  his  native  town  and  in 
due  time  entered  into  manufacturing  and  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  in  which  he  showed  gr«at  energy 
and  devotion  to  business.  He  soon  took  his  place 
among  the  most  advanced  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity. The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
neighbors  and  the  public  generally  was  evinced  by 
his  selection  to  fill  various  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  and  by  the  fact  of  his  having  been  chosen 
to  represent  his  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  in 
which  body  he  served  in  1843-1845  and  1846.  His 
course  there  was  such  as  to  meet  the  general  ap- 
proval of  the  people,  who  conferred  upon  him  other 
offices  of  trust  and  honor.  To  the  fire  department 
he  devoted  much  time,  greatly  adding  to  its  effi- 
ciency by  the  formation  of  King  Philip  Engine 
Company,  which  with  its  large  list  of  members, 
its  valuable  library  and  great  activity,  soon  became 
a credit  to  the  town  it  served  most  faithfully.  His 
influence  with  its  members  was  such  that,  when 
President  Lincoln  called  for  first  recruits,  nearly 
the  entire  company  joined  him  in  tendering  their 
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services.  He  was  for  many  years  foreman  of  the 
company  and  acted  as  fire  warden  of  the  town. 
The  system  of  water  supply  by  pipes  and  hydrants, 
in  connection  with  the  force  pumps  of  the  mills, 
was  largely  due  to  his  labor.  He  was  instrumen- 
tal in  the  organization  of  the  Bristol  Gas  Works, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  the  president.  Upon  the 
resignation  of  his  father  he  became  the  president 
of  the  Commercial  Bank,  both  of  which  positions 
he  held  until  his  death.  As  a vestryman  of  St. 
IMichael’s  Church  he ‘served  most  acceptably,  and 
took  active  part  as  committeeman  in  building  the 
new  stone  church,  and  as  trustee  of  the  new  Juni- 
per Hill  cemetery  was  very  useful  in  its  establish- 
ment and  adornment.  In  these  and  many  similar 
duties  he  was  ever  mindful  of  the  wants  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  his  fellow  citizens  in  turn  showed 
their  appreciation  of  his  abilities  by  sending  him 
to  represent  them  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
availing  themselves  of  his  services  in  many  hon- 
orable positions,  both  in  business  circles  and  in 
public  service.  His  great  love  for  aquatic  pursuits 
led  him  to  spend  much  of  his  time  and  means  in 
this  direction.  He  had  ever  a keen  interest  in  the 
construction  of  sailing  craft  with  a view  to  speed. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Bab- 
bitt felt  an  earnest  desire  to  engage  personally  in 
the  contest.  On  the  organization  of  the  loth  (three 
months’)  Regiment,  R.  I.  V.  I.,  in  response  to  an 
urgent  call  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Bab- 
bitt accepted  the  position  of  major,  and  served  until 
the  time  of  that  regiment  had  nearly  expired,  when 
he  accepted  the  same  position  in  the  7th  (three 
years’)  Regiment,  R.  I.  V.  I.,  then  being  organized. 
Major  Babbitt  was  enrolled  in  the  loth  Regiment 
June  9,  1862,  and  mustered  in  on  the  same  date. 
He  was  mustered  out  Sept,  i,  1862.  He  was  ap- 
pointed in  the  7th  Regiment,  Sept,  i,  1862,  and 
mustered  in  Sept.  6,  1862. 

Although  the  military  talent  of  Major  Babbitt 
was  acknowledged  and  undoubted,  he  declared 
from  the  first  his  determination  to  take  no  higher 
rank  than  that  of  major.  His  first  duties  were  at 
Washington,  where,  by  direction  of  the  Governor, 
he  took  charge  of  the  Rhode  Island  troops  as  they 
reported  there  for  duty.  On  June  9,  1862,  he  had 
returned  home  and  was  mustered  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  his  commission,  that  of  major,  bears  this 
date.  He  was  attached  to  the  loth  Rhode  Island 
and  at  once  joined  the  regiment,  near  Tennally- 
town,  at  Camp  Frieze.  At  once  he  began  to  pre- 
pare the  members  of  his  command  for  their  duties 
as  soldiers,  and  they  soon  discovered  in  him  not 
only  the  efficient  and  persistent  drillmaster,  but  also 
a friend  ever  solicitous  of  their  comfort,  ever  ready 
to  enter  into  their  enjoyments  when  released  from 
duty.  He  shared  with  his  men  the  tedious  duties 
of  garrison  life  until  ordered  to  join  the  7th  Rhode 
Island  Regiment,  then  in  camp  near  Providence, 
^lajor  Babbitt's  commission  for  the  7th  bears  date 


Sept.  I,  1862,  the  day  on  which  this  regiment  was 
mustered  into  service.  With  his  new  command  he 
at  once  closely  identified  himself,  giving  to  it  all 
his  energy,  his  former . connection  with  the  loth 
serving  to  awaken  him  to  his  responsibilities.  To 
the  drilling  and  preparing  of  his  new  command  for 
the  stern  duties  before  it  he  gave  his  most  earnest 
efiforts,  and  if  ever  a body  of  men  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  the  time  thus  spent,  it  was  the 
/th  Rhode  Island. 

The  regiment  had  scarcely  left  its  camp  near 
Washington  for  the  front  before  it  received  its  first 
“baptism  of  blood”  before  Fredericksburg,  Dec. 
13,  1862.  So  severe  was  the  onset  that  Col.  Zenas 
R.  Bliss  soonTound  himself  deprived  of  all  his  staff 
except  the  Major,  ammunition  all  gone,  and  his 
men  lying  upon  the  ground  protected  only  by  a 
ridge  three  feet  high.  The  whole  plain  in  front  was 
one  sheet  of  flame  belching  forth  from  an  en- 
trenched stone  wall  whilst  a regiment  less  advanced 
was  firing  over  his  prostrate  men.  It  was  then  that 
orders  came  for  one  more  attempt  on  this  entrench- 
ment in  their  front.  In  order  to  render  obedience 
practicable  and  thus  save  the  honor  of  the  regi- 
ment, it  was  imperatively  necessary  that  a request 
be  sent  to  stop  the  fire  from  the  rear.  Upon  the  Ma- 
jor, now  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the  staff, 
devolved  the  duty  of  attempting  the  perilous  mis- 
sion, exposed  to  the  deadly  cross  fire  of  the  enemy 
and  friends.  From  the  undertaking  of  this  mis- 
sion not  even  the  earnest  dissuasion  of  his  com- 
manding officer  availed  to  turn  him.  Starting 
amidst  this  rain  of  bullets,  he  had  taken  only  a few 
steps  when  a ball  passed  in  at  his  shoulder  and  out 
under  the  other  arm.  His  stalwart  frame  had  made 
too  conspicuous  a mark  in  such  a fire  from  the  front 
and  the  rear.  Age  and  subsequent  exposure  proved 
too  much  for  him,  and  from  what  at  first  was 
deemed  not  a serious  wound  he  died  at  the  Man- 
sion House  Hospital,  in  Alexandria,  Dec.  23,  1862. 
His  last  days  were  made  comfortable  by  the  pres- 
ence of  his  wife,  his  eldest  son.  Rev.  Benjamin  B. 
Babbitt,  and  his  son-in-law.  Dr.  Luther  A.  Martin. 

Thus  passed  away,  early  in  the  war,  one  en- 
dowed with  more  than  ordinary  military  qualities. 
Such,  joined  as  they  were  to  the  self-sacrificing 
spirit  of  the  true  patriot,  would  undoubtedly  have 
made  him  conspicuous  in  his  future  career,  had 
his  life  been  prolonged,  as  a brave  soldier  and  ac- 
complished officer.  We  may  produce  here  the  fol- 
lowing tribute  to  his  memory,  which  appeared  in 
a Providence  daily  paper  at  the  time  of  the  notice 
of  his  death : “He  was  amongst  the  foremost  in 
the  fight,  and  report  says  that  when  the  enemy’s 
balls  were  flying  thickest  and  there  was  danger  of 
wavering  on  the  part  of  our  wearied  and  almost 
hopeless  men,  he  set  an  example  of  courage  and 
fidelity  which  was  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
troops,  but  which  frequently  exposed  him  to  a 
fiercer  fire  than  his  position  required  him  to  face.’’ 
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Major  Babbitt’s  remains  arrived  in  his  native 
town  Dec.  2y,  1862,  and  the  funeral  obsequies  took 
place  Jan.  1,  1863. 

Mrs.  Abby  E.  B.  Babbitt  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  dying  Sept,  i,  1882.  From  youth  she 
had  always  been  a consistent  member  of  St.  Mi- 
chael's Episcopal  Church  in  Bristol.  She  was  a 
woman  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  her  acquaintance,  one  who  always  was  doing- 
acts  of  kindness. 

Edward  Spalding  Babbitp,  son  of  iMajor  Bab- 
bitt, born  July  20,  1829,  in  Bristol,  married  Jan.  4, 
1853,  Arselia,  daughter  of  Daniel  N.  and  Sarah 
(Lawless)  Morice.  They  had  two  children:  Ar- 
selia i\lorice,  born  in  1856,  who  died  in  i860;  and 
Sarah  Arselia,  born  in  1866,  who  died  in  1875. 

Mr.  Babbitt  in  boyhood  attended  private  schools 
in  his  native  town,  and  then  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity at  Providence,  where  he  pursued  his  studies 
for  two  years,  1845-47-  that  period  dates  his 

active  business  career.  In  1850  he  went  to  Boston 
and  engaged  in  the  iron  trade,  the  firm  being  Page, 
Briggs  & Babbitt,  and  continued  there  until  the 
death  of  his  father.  Meantime,  however,  they  had 
had  business  relations  together,  rebuilding  and  op- 
erating a cotton  mill  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  undei  the 
name  of  the  Pokanoket  Steam  .Mill  Company.  Mr. 
Babbitt  came  back  to  Bristol  in  1863,  and  there 
made  his  home,  although  maintaining  an  office  and 
business  relations  for  many  years  in  Providence. 
In  1863  he  became  the  manager  and  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  City  Insurance  Company,  of  Providence, 
continuing  in  that  capacity  until  1880,  at  which  time 
the  company  retired  from  business,  dividing  to  its 
stockholders  more  than  the  par  value  of  its  stock. 
From  1880  Mr.  Babbitt  conducted  a successful  in- 
surance agency  in  Providence. 

Having  maintained  his  residence  in  Bristol  ^Ir. 
Babbitt  was  identified  with  that  community  in  cit- 
izenship and  the  varied  private  and  public  duties 
such  implies.  During  his  stay  in  Boston  he  -vvas 
active  in  the  ^ oung  61en  s Christian  Association, 
and  on  his  return  to  Bristol,  along  with  others,  or- 
ganized the  \ . i\I.  C.  A.  of  that  town,  which  has 
done  and  is  still  doing  much  successful  labor  among 
the  young  men  of  that  community,  b rom  an  earl} 
age  Mr.  Babbitt  was  connected  with  St.  iMichael  s 
Episcopal  Church  at  Bristol,  and  on  his  removal 
to  Boston  he  became  vestryman  of  the  Church  of 
the  Messiah  and  was  delegate  to  the  Diocesan 
Convention.  From  1863  he  served  as  vestryman 
of  St.  Michael’s  Church  at  Bristol,  being  the  oldest 
vestryman  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  also  acted 
as  delegate  to  the  Diocesan  Convention. 

Both  the  grandfather  and  father  of  Mr.  Babbitt 
were  of  the  Democratic  school  in  their  political 
affiliations,  and  in  this  belief  was  the  son  and 
grandson  educated,  yet  he  was  never  so  bound  to 
the  Democratic  party  as  to  feel  obliged  to  vote  foi 
its  candidate,  always  claiming  the  right  to  cast  his 
ballot  for,  in  his  judgment,  the  most  reliable  man. 


In  1865  Mr.  Babbitt  was  elected  a trustee  of  the 
Juniper  Hill  cemetery  in  Bristol,  a relation  he  ever 
after  sustained  to  it.  He  was  chosen  a member 
of  the  school  committee  of  the  town  in  March, 
1884,  and  continued  to  hold  such  office  until  March, 
1902,  when  he  declined  a re-election.  He  was  one 
of  the  officials  and  took  a leading  part  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  tw'o  hundredth  anniversary  of  Bris- 
tol, held  in  that  town  in  September,  1880.  During 
the  Civil  w^ar  Mr.  Babibtt  was  alive  to  the  wants 
of  those  at  the  front,  where  he  himself  no  doubt 
would  have  been  but  for  the  enlistment  of  his  father, 
which  made  it  incumbent  upon  the  son  to  care  for 
interests  at  home,  and  later,  upon  the  death  of  the 
father,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
his  presence  at  home  became  doubly  necessary. 

Edward  S.  Babbitt  died  Sept.  14,  1905,  es- 
teemed for  his  public  and  private  virtues.  He 
was  one  of  the  “grand  old  men”  of  his  native  place. 
His  life,  which  spanned  a period  of  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a century,  was  contemporaneous 
with  much  of  the  interesting  history  of  Bristol,  and 
was  a part  and  parcel  of  its  civil  and  religious 
growth.  He  readily  espoused  all  movements  for 
the  betterment  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  was  often 
a leader  in  such  movements.  He  was  a devoted 
son,  a loving  husband,  and  a citizen  whose  life  was 
full  of  usefulness  to  the  community  in  which  it  had 
been  spent. 


The  Taunton  branch  of  the  Babbitts  descend 
from  Edward  Babbitt,  the  name  then  written  Bobit. 
Edward  Babbitt  was  of  record  in  Taunton,  Mass., 
in  1643,  M which  time  he  was  subject  to  do  mili- 
tary duty.  On  7th  day  of  7th  month,  1654,  he  was 
married  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Miles  Fame,  of  Bos- 
ton. In  1668  Mr.  Babbitt  was  an  owner  of  land  in 
the  New  Purchase.  His  children  were:  Edward, 
Sarah,  Hannah,  Damares,  Elkana,  Dorcas,  Esther, 
Ruth  and  Deliverance,  all  born  between  1655  and 
1673. 

Edward  Babbitt,  the  elder,  according  to  “Amer- 
ican Ancestry,”  was  an  immigrant  from  Wales  and 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1676.  Through  Na- 
than Babbitt,  son  of  Edward  (2)  and  grandson  of 
Edward  Babbitt  the  settler,  descended  a branch  of 
the  Babbitt  family  of  Norton,  Nathan  having  set- 
tled in  that  town,  married  Mary  Snellum  and  had 
eight  children.  Lieut.  Nathan  Babbitt  and  his  son 
Snellum,  both  of  the  Revolution,  were  of  this 
branch. 

William  Babbitt,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  born  there 
in  1817,  descended  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Edward,  the  settler,  through  Edward  (2),  Edward 
(3)  of  Dighton,  Benajah,  John  and  Peter  and  Mar- 
tha (Briggs)  Babbitt. 

WILLIAM  F.  KING,  a prominent  and  sub- 
stantial citizen,  residing  in  the  Olneyville  section 
of  Providence,  is  a descendant  of  a family  that  is 
of  long  standing  in  Rhode  Island.  The  earlier 
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records  of  tlie  family  being'  given  elsewhere,  here 
is  presented  only  the  record  of  the  posterity  of 
W'illiam  llorden  King,  brother  of  the  lion.  Samuel 
Ward  King,  who  served  as  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island  from  1840  to  1843. 

William  Borden  King,  grandfather  of  William 
F.,  was  horn  March  13,  1782,  son  of  William  Bor- 
den and  Welthian  (Walton)  King.  He  resided  in 
Johnston,  wdiere  he  was  successfully  engaged  at 
farming.  The  farm  he  occupied  is  owned  by  Wil- 
liam F.  King  and  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  for  many  generations.  Mr.  King  be- 
came a man  of  means  and  prominence,  and  July 
I,  1805,  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Second 
Company  of  Infantry  by  Gov.  Arthur  Fenner. 
Mr.  King  died  March  27,  1854,  and  his  remains 
lie  in  the  Pocassct  cemetery.  He  married  Martha 
Smith,  who  survived  him,  dying  Feb.  i,  1866,  in 
the  seventy-eighth  year  of  her  age.  The  children 
born  to  them  were:  James  S.,  a sailor,  who  was 
drowned  from  his  vessel  July  4,  1837,  when  he  was 
twenty-si.x  years  of  age ; Amy  J.,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  who  never  married,  but  resided  on  the 
home  farm,  and  died  there  in  July,  1904,  in  her 
ninetieth  year;  and  John  IMawney. 

John  Alawney  King,  father  of  \\’illiam  I'.,  was 
born  March  5,  1822,  in  Johnston  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Fruit 
Hill  Seminary.  He  spent  his  entire  life  on  the 
farm  where  he  was  born,  succeeding  his  father  in 
the  management  and  ownership  of  the  place.  There 
he  died  Sept.  7,  1893,  and  he  was  buried  in  Pocas- 
set  cemetery.  Like  his  father  Mr.  King  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  good  business  man,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  ranked  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful men  of  the  town.  I'or  some  years  he  con- 
ducted a retail  milk  route  in  addition  to  his  other 
farming  operations.  Fie  was  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council  of  Johnston,  but  declined  other  offices. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Fruit  Hill  Detective  So- 
ciety. 

In  1849  married  to  Emeline 

Frances  Angell,  who  was  born  in  October,  1825, 
in  North  Providence,  daughter  of  William  W. 
and  Elsie  (Gluey)  Angell,  a history  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs. 
King  died  in  1851,  leaving  one  son,  William 


F.  She  was  buried  in  Pocasset  cemetery. 

William  F.  King  was  born  June  12,  1851,  on 
the  home  farm  in  Johnston,  and  as  his  mother  died 
when  he  was  an  infant,  he  was  brought  up  by  his 
Grandmother  Angell  in  North  Providence,  wdiere 
he  resided  until  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  North 
Providence  and  Johnston,  and  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
Academy,  under  Jenckes  Mowry,  where  he  pre- 
pared for  a course  in  civil  engineering,  later  taking 
up  that  study  in  the  office  of  S.  B.  Cushing,  of 
Providence,  a widely  known  civil  engineer. 

Mr.  King  was  engaged  at  civil  engineering 
until  1883,  when  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of 
Johnston,  devoting  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  wdnch  were  much  more 
arduous  than  at  the  present  time,  as  a portion  of 
the  town  has  since  been  annexed  to  the  city  of 
Providence.  Mr.  King  was  first  elected  on  a 
citizens’  ticket,  but  afterward  he  had  no  opposition 
and  served  continuously  until  June,  1893,  wdien  one 
year  later  he  was  elected  probate  judge.  He  served 
in  that  capacity  until  the  portion  of  the  town  in 
w Inch  he  resided  became  a part  of  the  annexed  di.s- 
trict,  and  he  resigned  his  office.  Since  that  time 
Mr.  King  has  not  been  in  active  business,  devoting 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  management  of  his 
private  business  and  real  estate  interests.  Mr. 
King  is  a most  competent  business  man,  careful 
and  thoroughly  honest,  and  he  has  frequently  been 
called  upon  to  settle  estates,  or  to  act  in  various 
fiduciary  capacities,  wdierein  he  has  shown  the  same 
zealousness  and  care  as  has  marked  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  affairs. 

On  April  2,  1882,  Mr.  King  was  married  to 
Mary  Jane  f’ike,  a native  of  Providence,  daughter 
of  Fdiomas  O.  and  Phebe  Brown  (Harris)  Pike. 
One  son  bas  been  born  to  them,  Irving  Angell, 
Dec.  10,  1889,  wdio  is  attending  the  Tecbm^'al  Hieh 
School.  Since  1884  Mr.  King  has  resided  at  Jfis 
present  home.  No.  115  Whittier  avenue,  biit  he  also 
has  a summer  home  at  Shawomet  Beach  vhere  fie 
and  his  wife  dispense  a most  generous  hspftahty 
The  family  is  well  knowm  and  stands  hih  ffi  the 
estimation  of  the  community.  Mr.  Kir’s  sterl- 
ing traits  of  character  have  won  him  th  position 
merited  by  one  representing  the  highe  t\pe  of 
citizenship. 
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